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PREFACE. 


The  work  of  preparing  for  publication  the  Official  Records  of  the 
Union  and  Confederate  navies,  which  was  begun  July  7,  1884,  was 
organized  under  the  superintendency  of  Professor  J.  R.  Soley,  U.  S. 
Navy,  at  that  time  librarian  of  the  Navy  Department,  afterwards 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

In  August,  1890,  the  work  of  collecting  these  records  and  their  clas¬ 
sification  was  ably  continued  by  his  successor,  Lieutenant-Commander 
F.  M.  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  who,  having  received  orders  to  sea,  was 
relieved  by  Lieutenant- Commander  Richard  Rush,  U.  S.  Navy,  in 
May,  1893. 

The  long-delayed  publication  was  finally  authorized  by  act  of  Con¬ 
gress  approved  July  31,  1894,  and  begun  by  Mr.  Rush.  The  first 
five  volumes  were  published  under  his  efficient  administration,  and  the 
important  duty  of  organizing  the  office  for  the  distribution  of  these 
volumes  was  accomplished. 

In  March,  1897,  Mr.  Rush,  having  been  ordered  to  sea,  was  succeeded 
by  Professor  Edward  K.  Rawson,  U.  S.  Navy,  as  superintendent, 
under  whose  able  administration  volumes  6-14  were  published.  Pro¬ 
fessor  Rawson  was  detached  and  ordered  to  the  U.  S.  Naval  Academy 
September  20,  1902,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Charles  W.  Stewart. 

No  change  is  comtemplated  at  present  in  the  outline  of  the  plan  of 
publication  as  approved  by  the  Department.  This  plan  includes  only 
the  use  of  such  material  as  may  be  certified  to  be  contemporaneous 
naval  records  of  the  war,  which  is  divided  into  three  series,  in  the 
following  order  of  arrangement: 

I.  The  first  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspondence, 
both  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  all  naval  operations  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  and  inland  waters  of  the  United  States  during 
the  war  of  the  rebellion,  together  with  the  operations  of  vessels  acting 
singly,  either  as  cruisers  or  privateers,  in  different  parts  of  the  world. 
These  reports  are  accompanied  by  occasional  maps  and  diagrams. 

In  this  series  the  papers  are  arranged  according  to  squadrons  and 
flotillas,  chronologically;  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Union  reports  of 
any  events  are  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate  imports. 
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II.  The  second  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspond¬ 
ence  relating  to — 

1.  The  condition  of  the  Union  Navy  in  1861,  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hostilities,  and  to  its  increase  during  the  progress 
of  the  war,  including  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  the  various  bureaus. 

2.  The  construction  and  outfit  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  includ¬ 
ing  privateers,  setting  forth  also  the  annual  and  special  reports 
of  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  bureaus. 

3.  Statistical  data  of  all  vessels,  Union  and  Confederate,  as  far 
as  can  be  obtained. 

4.  Returns  of  naval  and  military  property  captured  by  the 
navies  of  both  sides  during  the  war. 

5.  Correspondence  relating  to  naval  prisoners. 

This  series  is  also  arranged  chronologically  in  each  of  the  above 
sections,  as  far  as  practicable. 

III.  The  third  series  embraces  all  reports,  orders,  correspondence, 
and  returns  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  not  specially 
relating  to  the  matter  of  the  first  and  second  series. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  introduce  throughout  the  . 
volumes  of  the  different  series  illustrations  of  each  class  or  type  of 
vessels  referred  to,  in  order  to  preserve  the  identity  of  these  ships 
as  they  actually  appeared  during  the  war.  These  cuts  have  been 
reproduced  either  from  photographs  of  the  vessels  themselves  or  from 
the  carefully  prepared  drawings  made  from  official  sources. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  found  in  collecting  the  records,  for,  while 
the  official  reports  of  commanders  of  fleets  and  of  vessels  acting  singly 
are  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  it  is  found  that  the  correspond¬ 
ence  between  flag-officers  and  their  subordinates  is  frequently  missing. 
Without  this  squadron  correspondence  the  historical  value  of  the  work 
would  necessarily  be  impaired,  and  the  Department  therefore  has 
spared  no  pains  to  secure  the  letter  books  and  papers  of  the  chief 
actors  on  both  sides.  These  papers  have  for  the  most  part  been 
obtained,  and  they  have  been  copiously  used  in  the  compilation  of 
the  work.  The  reports  of  the  Union  commanders  are  full  and  fairly 
complete.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  the  Confederate  rec¬ 
ords  are  not  equally  complete,  due  to  the  great  difficulty  found  in 
collecting  them,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  archives 
of  the  Confederate  Navy  Department  was  burned  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  Frequent  careful  searches  throughout  various  parts  of  the 
country,  conducted  b}T  a  special  agent  of  the  Department,  have 
brought  to  light  many  duplicates  of  these  papers,  found  among  the 
personal  files  of  participants.  It  is  hoped  that  the  publication  will 
revive  the  interest  of  participants  in  the  events  referred  to,  and  lead 
them  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  the  whereabouts  of  any 
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papers  bearing  upon  naval  operations  in  the  civil  war  of  which  they 
may  have  knowledge. 

The  nineteenth  volume  of  the  records  (Series  I,  vol.  19),  which  has 
recently  been  published  by  the  Department,  gives  the  operations  of 
the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  from  July  15, 1862,  to  March  14, 
1863.  The  present  volume  (Series  I,  vol.  20)  gives  the  operations  of 
the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  from  March  15  to  December  31 
1863. 

The  reports  and  correspondence  are  placed  chronologically,  with  a 
distinct  heading  for  every  paper.  In  the  record  of  events  in  which 
both  sides  took  part  the  Confederate  reports  (where  they  could  be 
obtained)  immediately  follow  the  Union  reports,  while  the  miscella¬ 
neous  Confederate  correspondence  is  placed  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
Reference  to  the  table  of  contents  will  show  the  context  of  these  Con¬ 
federate  papers.  It  is  believed  that  the  chronological  arrangement 
of  the  records,  in  connection  with  the  full  and  complete  index  to  each 
volume,  will  afford  ample  means  of  reference  to  its  contents  without 
other  subdivision  or  classification.  In  reports  of  special  or  single 
events,  in  which  the  papers  bear  specific  relation  to  those  events,  the 
chronological  order  has  been  somewhat  modified,  and  such  documents 
have  been  placed  together  in  the  compilation. 

Charles  W.  Stewart, 

Compiler. 

Navy  Department, 

Washington ,  D.  C. .  December ,  1905. 

Note. — The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  law  governing  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  sets  comprising  the  publication  (act  of  Congress 
approved  July  31,  1894): 

*  *  *  Of  said  number,  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 

copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  thou¬ 
sand  one  hundred  and  twelve  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
thousand  and  forty-eight  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Nav}r  Department 
and  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  among  officers  of 
the  Navy  and  contributors  to  the  work.  The  quotas  herein  authorized 
of  said  publication  for  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall 
be  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  such  libraries,  organizations, 
and  individuals  as  may  he  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representa¬ 
tives,  and  Delegates  of  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  it  being  the  purpose 
of  this  distribution  herein  provided  for  to  place  these  records  in  public 
libraries,  and  with  permanent  organizations  having  libraries,  so  far  as 
such  libraries  may  exist  in  the  several  States  and  Territories.  Each 
Senator  shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty-four  and  each  Repre¬ 
sentative  and  Delegate  not  exceeding  nineteen  of  such  addresses,  and 
the  volumes  shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time,  as  they  are  pub¬ 
lished,  until  the  publication  is  completed;  and  all  sets  that  may  not 
be  ordered  to  be  distributed  as  provided  herein  shall  be  sold  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  cost  of  publication,  with  ten  per  centum 
added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  covered  into  the 
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Treasury.  If  two  or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the 
same  address,  the  Secretary  of  the  N avy  shall  inform  trie  Senators, 
Representatives,  or  Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who 
thereupon  may  designate  other  libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  inform  distributees  at  wTiose  instance 
the  volumes  are  sent. 

The  following  joint  resolution  regarding  the  distribution  of  the 
work  was  approved  January  30,  1896: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  send  the  undis. 
tributed  copies  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
both  of  the  Union  and  of  the  Confederate  navies,  to  such  libranes, 
organizations,  and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  before  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  next  Congress  by  the  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-fourth 
Congress  of  the  districts  whose  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-third 
Congress  failed  to  designate  the  distributees  of  their  quota  of  said 
Official  Records  or  any  part  thereof,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Con¬ 
gress  approved  July  thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety -four, 
and  the  joint  resolution  approved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-five,  to  the  extent  and  in  the  manner  and  form  provided  in 
said  act. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  28, 
1896,  which  increased  the  edition  from  10,000  to  11,000  copies: 

*  *  *  For  printing,  binding,  and  wrapping  one  thousand  addi¬ 

tional  copies  of  series  one,  volumes  one,  two,  three,  and  four,  for  sup¬ 
plying  officers  of  the  Navy  who  have  not  received  the  work,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 
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SERIES  I. 


1.  Operations  of  the  cruisers,  1861-1865. 

Union  cruisers. 

West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  U.S.N.,  1862-1863. 
West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1864. 
Confederate  cruisers  and  privateers. 

2.  Operations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  January  to  .Tune  7,  1861 

Surrender  of  the  Pensacola  Navy  Yard. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  relief  of  Fort  Pickens. 

3.  Operations  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  January  to  May  13,  1861. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  attempts  to  relieve  Fort  Sumter. 

Abandonment  and  destruction  of  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Home  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.S.N. 

4.  Operations  on  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Lieutenant  Wyman,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Harwood,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1865. 

5.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  N.,  May  13,  to  Sept.  23, 1861. 
West  India  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Barron,  C.  S.  N. 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Goldsborough,  U.S.  N.,  1861-1862. 
Naval  defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 
James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Forrest  and  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Inland  Waters  of  North  Carolina,  under  Commander  Pinkney,  C.S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Mitchell  and  Semmes,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Pinkney.  C.  S.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  N.,  1865. 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1863. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defensesof  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Ingraham,  C.  S.  N. 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.S.  N.,  1863-1865. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Tucker,  C.  S.  N. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  under  Flag-Officers  Hunter  and  Tattnall,  C.S.  N. 


♦The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C 
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6.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Gnlf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  N. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Captain  Greene,  U.  S.  N.,  1864. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Mortar  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

Lower  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N..  1862. 
♦Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Randolph,  C.  S.  N. 

Trans-Mississippi  Marine  Department,  under  Major  Leon  Smith,  C.  S.  A. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  N.  (ad  interim),  1863. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  N„  1864. 

♦Mobile  Defenses,  under  Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  N.,  1865. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Farrand,  C.  S.  N. 

7.  Operations  on  the  Western  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

♦Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  N. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Davis.  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defense  Fleet,  under  Captain  Montgomery,  C.  S.  A. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  R.  F.  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 

♦Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

♦Naval  Defenses  of  Red  River,  Louisiana,  under  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Carter,  C.  S.  N. 


*  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  THE  WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUAD¬ 
RON,  MARCH  15  TO  DECEMBER  SI,  1S6S. 


Name. 

Rate. 

TonnageJ 

Class. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

Fourth  . . . 

378 

95 

7 

Antona . 

Fourth  . . . 

565 

. do . 

56 

4 

Third . 

959 

82 

6 

Third . 

752 

75 

6 

Fourth  ... 

507 

. do . 

83 

7 

Fourth  . . . 

554 

Bark . 

32 

6 

Fourth  . . . 

(*) 

Ironclad . 

(t) 

(*) 

Second  . . . 

1,558 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

185 

ii 

196 

Brig . 

34 

6 

Second  . . . 

2,070 

Screw  steamer . 

259 

25 

508 

Side-wheel  steamer  . . 

68 

4 

607 

Screw  steamer . 

78 

6 

70 

Schooner  . 

14 

2 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

80 

5 

Fourth  . . . 

1,750 

. do . 

142 

6 

Fourth  ... 

892 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

121 

8 

First . 

3,425 

Screw  steamer . 

626 

50 

80 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

(t) 

4 

Fourth  . . . 

100 

Yacht  . 

16 

(*) 

(*) 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

(t) 

(*) 

Third . 

1,000 

Ironclad  steamer . 

163 

7 

Fourth  . . . 

438 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

57 

1.50 

Schooner . 

36 

1 

1, 012 

Storeship . 

45 

6 

Third . 

803 

Screw  steamer . 

113 

8 

350 

. do . 

68 

8 

315 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

69 

7 

2,900 

Screw  steamer . 

302 

26 

Fourth  . . . 

260 

Mortar  schooner . 

35 

3 

Fourth  ... 

300 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

42 

3 

296 

Barken  tine . 

39 

3 

Fourth  ... 

104 

Screw  steamer . 

(t) 

1 

507 

. do . 

70 

4 

888 

Bark . . 

61 

2 

122 

Screw  steamer . 

19 

2 

240 

Mortar  schooner . 

39 

3 

787 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

99 

6 

Fourth  . . . 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

87 

4 

507 

. do . 

78 

7 

Fourth  ... 

507 

. do . 

78 

4 

Third . 

1,052 

. do . 

72 

3 

Fourth  . . . 

232 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

40 

6 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

81 

4 

Fourth  . . . 

421 

Schooner . 

66 

4 

T  , 

295 

Screw  steamer . 

298 

5 

344 

Mortar  schooner . 

25 

2 

1,692 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

229 

12 

Second  . . . 

1,378 

Screw  steamer . 

176 

12 

TLT  T  -l 

Fourth  . . . 

221 

. do . 

47 

5 

1,066 

Ship . 

51 

4 

199 

Mortar  schooner . 

37 

5 

829 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

118 

10 

Third 

1,032 

Screw  steamer . 

166 

10 

Orvetta . 

Fourth  . . . 

171 

Mortar  schooner . 

43 

3 

*^ot  found.  t  No  rolls.  I  Formerly  Reliance. 
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LIST  OF  UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR 


UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  THE  WEST GXJLF BLOCKADING  SQUAD¬ 
RON,  31  ARCH  15  TO  DECEMBER  31,  1863—  Continued. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

1,240 

Screw  steamer . 

141 

13 

507 

. do . 

91 

4 

1,375 

Ship . 

50 

4 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

91 

4 

389 

_ do . 

71 

7 

507 

. do . 

82 

4 

2,158 

. do . 

269 

23 

507 

. do . 

75 

4 

694 

. do . 

173 

6 

Third . 

805 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

131 

8 

989 

161 

22 

1,708 

. do . 

331 

34 

566 

. do . 

65 

10 

Third  . . 

828 

Screw  steamer . 

90 

7 

1,202 

. do . 

116 

10 

303 

Mortar  schooner . 

13 

2 

Fourth  ... 

468 

Storeship  . 

51 

3 

1,929 

Screw  steamer . 

261 

22 

180 

. do . 

52 

5 

66 

Schooner . 

12 

i 

233 

Mortar  schooner . 

35 

8 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

65 

3 

251 

Brigantine . 

35 

3 

Third . 

801 

Screw  steamer . 

104 

9 

First . 

2,450 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

264 

15 

1,275 

. do . 

217 

5 

Third . 

700 

162 

19 

Fourth  ... 

581 

61 

Fourth _ 

593 

102 

7 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

93 

4 

VESSELS  OF  THE  3IISSISSIPPI  SQUADRON  THAT  COOPERATED  WITH  THE  WEST  GULF 
BLOCKADING  SQUADRON  DURING  THE  PERIOD  COVERED  BY  THIS  VOLUME. 


Namw. 

Rate. 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Fourth  ... 
Third . 

219 

1,000 

902 

512 

1,000 

633 

60 

1,000 

468 

523 

572 

203 

Benton . 

Black  Hawk . 

Third . 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

Carondelet . 

Third . 

Choctaw  . 

Third . 

General  Pric# . 

Fourth  ... 
Fourth  ... 
Third . 

. do . . 

Ivy . 

Lafayette . 

. do . 

Louisville . 

Fourth  ... 
Third . 

Neosho . 

. do . 

Pittsburg . 

Third . 

. do .  . 

St.  Clair . 

Fourth  ... 

» 

Crew. 

Guns. 

71 

8 

157 

16 

141 

11 

158 

11 

106 

7 

77 

3 

(*) 

(t) 

210 

12 

186 

13 

72 

2 

123 

12 

66 

6 

VESSELS  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  MARINE  BRIGADE  (ELLET  RA3I  FLEET)  MENTIONED 

IN  THIS  VOLUME. 


Autocrat . 

(t) 

Fourth  ... 

(t) 

400 

(*) 

(*) 

(*) 

c*) 

Lancaster . . 

Queen  of  the  West . 

Fourth  . . . 

400 

. do _ 

Switzerland . 

Fourth  . . . 

400 

*No  rolls. 


t  Not  found. 


CAIVhlNDAR. 


1863. 


MARCH. 

AUGUST. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

P. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

29 

30 

31 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

-- 

30 

31 

APRIL. 

SEPTEMBER. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

-- 

-- 

27 

28 

29 

30 

MAY. 

OCTOBER. 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

3 

4 

5 

6 

i 

8 

9 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

31 

-- 

JUNE. 

NOVEMBER. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

28 

29 

30 

29 

30 

-- 

-- 

JULY. 

DECEMBER. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

-- 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 
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THE  NORRIS  PETERS  CO.,  WASHINGTON.  D.  C, 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


FROM  MARCH  15  TO  DECEMBER  31,  1863. 


Operations  above  Port  Hudson ,  March  15  to  May  6 ,  1863. 

[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Below  Warrenton,  Miss. ,  March  19 ,  AS’6\1 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the  Hartford  and  Albatross  passed  the 
rebel  batteries  at  Port  Hudson  during  the  night  of  the  14th  instant,  with 
the  loss  of  2  men  killed  and  2  wounded.  The  other  vessels  did  not 
pass,  from  some  cause  which  is  as  yet  unknown  to  me.  I  learn  from 
rebel  papers  that  the  Mississippi  was  destroyed. 

At  Grand  Gulf  a  rebel  battery  of  four  rilled  pieces  engaged  us  this 
morning  (19th),  but  we  passed  up,  losing  2  men  killed  and  6  wounded. 

We  arrived  off  Warrenton  at  4  p.  m.  this  day. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  movements  of  the  flagship  above 

Port  Hudson. 


Flagship  Hartford, 

Below  Warrenton ,  Miss. ,  March,  19,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant  we  dropped  down  the  river 
to  nearly  within  range  of  the  Port  Hudson  batteries,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  if  it  was  possible  to  communicate  across  the  peninsula, 
as  1  had  an  army  signal  officer  on  board  for  that  purpose,  but  we  could 
see  nothing  from  the  mastheads.  I  fired  three  signal  guns,  as  agreed 
upon  with  General  Banks,  to  notify  him  of  our  safe  passage,  and  we 
proceeded  on  up  to  the  mouth  of  Bed  River,  whither  the  rebel  steamers 
had  all  preceded  me. 

I  arrived  off  Red  River  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  and  remained 
there  during  the  day,  exercising  the  crew  at  target  practice.  The 
next  morning  (17th)  I  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  to  Natchez, 
where  I  anchored  for  the  night,  tore  down  a  portion  of  the  telegraph 
communicating  between  that  place  and  Port  Hudson,  and  sent  a  dis¬ 
patch  (A)  to  the  mayor  by  the  hand  of  Captain  J enkins.  On  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning  (18th)  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  to  within  a  few 
miles  of  Grand  Gulf  and  anchored  for  the  night. 
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This  morning  (19th)  got  underway,  and  at  7  a.  m.  we  were  tired 
upon  by  a  battery  of  four  guns  (rifled)  from  a  cliff  at  Grand  Gulf;  we 
engaged  this  battery  and  continued  the  action  until  we  had  passed  up 
out  of  range. 

Our  losses  were  2  men  killed  and  6  wounded.  I  herewith  enclose  the 
fleet  surgeon’s  report  (B).  This  is  the  onty  battery  we  have  encoun¬ 
tered  in  our  passage  from  Port  Hudson. 

About  10  miles  above  Grand  Gulf  we  saw  the  wreck  of  the  Indian- 
ola ,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river.  She  was  partially  submerged, 
and  her  upper  works  appear  to  have  been  very  much  shattered  by  an 
explosion,  although  there  is  still  much  valuable  iron  on  her,  which 
will  be  probably  taken  by  the  rebels,  as  I  understand  an  individual 
has  contracted  with  the  Confederate  Government  to  raise  her. 

1  anchored  to-day  at  4  p.  m.  a  few  miles  below  Warrenton,  Miss. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farbagut, 

Rear-  Adrn  iral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosures.] 


U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Off  Natchez,  Miss. ,  March  17 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  trust  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  remind  you  of  my  desire  to 
avoid  the  necessity  of  punishing  the  innocent  for  the  guilty,  and  to 
express  to  you  the  hope  that  the  scene  of  firing  on  the  United  States 
boats  will  not  be  repeated  by  either  the  lawless  people  of  Natchez  or 
by  the  guerrilla  forces;  otherwise  I  shall  be  compelled  to  do  the  act 
most  repugnant  to  my  feelings  by  firing  on  your  town  in  defense  of 
my  people  and  the  honor  of  my  flag. 

I  shall  be  most  happy  to  see  his  honor  the  mayor  on  board. 

Very  respectfully, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


His  honor  the  Mayor  of  Natchez,  Miss. 


Flagship  Hartford,  March  19 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  on  board 
this  ship  during  the  engagement  with  the  batteries  in  passing  Grand 
Gulf  this  morning,  viz: 

Killed. — Charles  Sweeney,  landsman,  shot  in  head;  Dennis  Driscoll, 
landsman,  shot  in  abdomen. 

Wounded. — William  Brown,  seaman,  arm,  slightly;  James  Robbins, 
landsman,  knee,  slightly;  John  Brown,  marine,  head,  slightly;  Michael 
Corcoran,  marine,  shoulder,  slightly;  William  Luther,  landsman,  head, 
slightly;  Patrick  Cook,  marine,  side,  slightly. 

Total,  2  killed,  6  wounded. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Foltz, 

Fleet  Surgeon  . 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Cairo,  III.  ,  March  2Jh  1863. 

Just  received  communication  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese, 
dated  Black  Hawk ,  March  20. 

The  Hartford  is  below  Warrenton.  Admiral  Farragut’s  secretary 
came  on  board  this  morning,  en  route  to  Admiral  Porter.  It  will  take 
him  a  week  at  least  to  communicate  and  get  back.  He  says  that  the 
Hartford  passed  the  fort.  The  others  were  repulsed,  and  one  they 
saw  in  flames.  It  is  believed  that  the  Mississippi  was  the  ship 
destroyed. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army, 
regarding  the  breaking  up  of  the  Red  River  trade. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Below  Vicksburg ,  [ March  20\  1863. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  by  the  hand  of  my  secretary,  a 
dispatch  from  Major-General  N.  P.  Banks.  It  was  sent  up  to  me  the 
evening  I  was  to  pass  the  batteries  at  Port  Hudson. 

Having  learned  that  the  enemy  had  the  Red  River  trade  open  to 
Vicksburg  and  Port  H  udson  and  that  two  of  the  gunboats  of  the  upper 
fleet  had  been  captured,  1  determined  to  pass  up  and,  if  possible, 
recapture  the  boats  and  stop  the  Red  River  trade,  and  this  I  can  do 
most  effectually  if  I  can  obtain  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter  or  yourself 
coal  for  my  vessels.  By  my  trip  up  the  river  I  have  become  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  enemy’s  forces  on  the  banks  and  his  boats  in  the 
adjacent  waters. 

I  shall  be  most  happy  to  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  moment  to  have 
a  consultation  with  yourself  and  Rear-Admiral  Porter  as  to  the  assist¬ 
ance  I  can  render  you  at  this  place;  and  if  none,  then  I  will  return  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Red  River  and  carry  out  my  original  designs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Bear-Adm  iral. 

Major-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces ,  Vicksburg. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General  Grant,  IT.  S.  Army,  making 

statement  of  position,  force,  and  plans. 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf,  19th  Army  Corps, 

Baton  Rouge ,  March  13 ,  1863. 

General:  Anticipating  the  success  of  Admiral  Farragut’s  proposed 
attempt  to  run  the  enemy’s  batteries  at  Port  Hudson  and  to  open 
communication  with  you,  I  will  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to 
give  you  a  statement  of  our  position,  force,  and  intentions. 
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We  have  at  Baton  Rouge  a ‘force  of  about  17,000  effective  infantry 
and  one  negro  regiment,  one  regiment  of  heavy  artillery,  with  six 
light  batteries,  one  20-pounder  battery,  a  dismounted  company  of 
artillery,  and  ten  companies  of  cavalry,  of  which  eight  are  newly 
raised  and  hardly  to  be  counted  on.  Of  this  three  regiments  of 
infantry,  the  heavy  artillery,  meaning  the  siege  train,  the  dismounted 
artillery,  and  one  company  of  cavalry  will  remain  at  Baton  Rouge. 

Leaving  this  force  to  hold  the  position  of  Baton  Rouge,  we  march 
to-day  upon  Port  Hudson  by  the  Bayou  Sara  road  to  make  a  demon¬ 
stration  upon  that  work  for  the  purpose  of  cooperating  in  the  move¬ 
ment  of  the  fleet. 

The  best  information  we  have  of  the  enemy’s  force  places  it  at 
25,000  or  30,000.  This  and  his  position  precludes  the  idea  of  an 
assault  upon  our  part,  and  accordingly  the  main  object  of  the  present 
movement  is  a  diversion  in  favor  of  the  Navy,  but  we  shall  of  course 
avail  ourselves  of  any  advantage  which  occasion  may  offer. 

Should  the  admiral  succeed  in  his  attempt,  I  shall  try  to  open  com¬ 
munication  with  him  on  the  other  side  of  the  river;  and  in  that  event 
trust  I  shall  hear  from  you  as  to  }7our  position  and  movements,  and 
especially  as  to  your  views  of  the  most  efficient  mode  of  cooperation 
upon  the  part  of  the  forces  we  respectively  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Major-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Department  of  the.  Tennessee. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Parragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  II.  S.  Navy, 

requesting  an  interview. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford,  [March  W\  1863. 

Dear  Admiral  :  Having  learned  by  the  secesh  papers  that  two  of 
your  vessels  had  gone  down  the  river  and  had  been  captured  by  the 
enemy’s  gun  and  river  boats,  thus  putting  it  out  of  your  power  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  supplies  from  Red  River  to  Port  Hudson,  beside  the  evils 
arising  from  having  an  ironclad,  the  Indianola,  to  act  against  us,  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  attempt  to  pass  the  batteries  at  Port  Hudson,  come  up, 
destroy  or  recapture  the  boats  you  had  lost,  and  blockade  Red  River. 
It  appears,  however,  that  the  fates  were  against  me,  for  my  other  ves¬ 
sels  were  beaten  back  and  the  Mississippi  was  destroyed.  I  have  there¬ 
fore  come  up  to  consult  with  you,  to  see  if  I  can  obtain  coal  for  my 
vessels  from  you,  and  if  I  can  be  of  greater  assistance  to  yourself  and 
the  commanding  general  by  remaining  here  than  by  returning  to  the 
mouth  of  Red  River,  which  we  will  settle  upon  by  consultation. 

I  will  be  most  happy  to  see  you,  or  to  learn  your  views  in  any  way 
most  agreeable  to  yourself. 

Very  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Western  Flotilla. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Grant,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
referring  to  the  absence  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter  in  the  Yazoo  River. 

March  21,  1863. 

Admiral:  Hearing  nothing- from  Admiral  Porter,  I  have  determined 
to  send  you  a  barge  of  coal  from  here.  The  barge  will  be  cast  adrift 
from  the  upper  end  of  the  canal  at  10  o’clock  to-night.  Troops  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  point  will  be  on  the  lookout,  and  should  the  barge 
run  into  the  eddy,  will  start  it  adrift  again. 

Admiral  Porter  is  now  in  Deer  Creek,  or  possibly  in  the  Yazoo, 
below  Yazoo  City.  I  hope  to  hear  from  him  this  evening.  As  soon  as 
I  do  I  will  prepare  dispatches  for  General  Banks  and  forward  them 
to  }TOU. 

1  have  sent  a  foi’ce  into  the  Yazoo  River  by  the  way  of  Yazoo  Pass. 
Hearing  of  this  force  at  Greenwood,  Miss.,  and  hearing  that  the  enemy 
were  detaching  a  large  force  from  Vicksburg  to  go  and  meet  them, 
determined  Admiral  Porter  to  attempt  to  get  gunboats  in  the  rear  of 
the  enem}".  I  hope  to  hear  of  the  success  of  this  enterprise  soon. 

I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Major-  General. 

Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Grant,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  the  furnishing  of  coal. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Before  Vicksburg ,  March  1863. 

Admiral:  I  regret  that  Admiral  Porter  has  not  been  here  to  answer 
your  communications.  On  the  subject  of  your  communication  in 
regard  to  furnishing  coal,  it  can  alwaj^s  be  supplied  either  by  the 
admiral  or  myself,  supposing  that  it  can  be  successfully  floated  past 
the  batteries  at  Vicksburg. 

It  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  to  cut  otf  trade  with  the  Red 
River  country.  I  do  not  know  what  Admiral  Porter  would  suggest 
if  he  were  here,  but  I  think  he  might  possibly  spare  one  or  more  of 
his  rams. 

I  have  not  heard  whether  the  barge  of  coal  started  to  you  last  night 
reached  its  destination  or  not.  Hoping  that  this  coal  reached  you  all 
right,  I  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Major-  General. 

Admiral  Farragut, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Grant,  TJ.  S.  Army, 
regarding  construction  of  a  battery  at  Warrenton,  Miss. 

Flagship  Hartford,  March  #0,  1863. 

General:  I  am  most  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  coal  barge 
arrived  safely  and  we  are  now  coaling  from  her.  She  is  much  laigei 
than  our  necessities  required,  but  it  is  a  good  fault  and  we  will  cairy 
her  down  with  us. 
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I  see  the  enemy  is  building  a  very  formidable  casemated  work  at 
Warrenton.  I  fired  at  it  yesterday  coming  up,  but  I  think  did  it  little 
or  no  injury.  I  see  they  are  at  work  on  it  again  and  shall  interrupt 
them  to-day  with  an  occasional  shot  or  shell  to  prevent  their  annoying 
me  on  my  way  down,  but  if  you  think  proper  to  make  a  little  expedi¬ 
tion  over  that  way  to  destroy  it,  my  two  vessels  will  be  at  your  serv¬ 
ice  as  long  as  I  am  here.  On  my  way  down  I  shall  pass  close  to  it  and 
do  my  best  to  destroy  it,  but  I  suppose  that  will  not  amount  to  much, 
as  they  will  soon  be  able  to  repair  the  damages.  They  do  not  appear 
to  have  any  amount  of  armed  force  there,  but  quite  an  extensive  work¬ 
ing  force,  which  I  have  just  ordered  a  gunboat  down  to  break  up. 

I  will  be  happy  to  receive  your  dispatch  for  General  Banks.  There 
are  no  other  batteries  between  this  place  and  Red  River  except  Grand 
Gulf,  where  they  have  four  20  and  30  pounder  Parrott  guns,  and  they 
annoyed  us  very  much  coming  up.  There  are  no  steamers  on  the 
Mississippi  River  between  here  and  Red  River,  or  were  not  when  I 
came  up,  and  if  they  have  come  out  since,  I  will  have  them  below  me 
when  I  go  down,  so  that  if  Admiral  Porter  wishes  to  send  down  any 
of  his  boats,  he  will  know  what  they  will  have  to  contend  with. 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  your  politeness,  and  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 

General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Army ,  Vicksburg. 

If  you  wish  to  send  over  a  force  to  break  up  Warrenton,  these 
vessels  will  be  at  your  service  while  we  remain  here. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  F. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Grant,  II.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

regarding  operations  in  Yazoo  River. 

Before  Vicksburg,  March  <3%,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  13th  instant,  per  Admiral  Farragut 
was  duly  received. 

The  continuous  high  water  and  the  nature  of  the  country  almost 
precluding  the  possibility  to  land  a  force  on  the  east  bank  of ‘the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  anywhere  above  Vicksburg,  has  induced  the  hope  that  you 
would  be  able  to  take  Port  Hudson  and  move  up  to  Black  River.  Bv 
the  use  of  your  transports  I  could  send  you  all  the  force  you  would 
require. 

Finding  the  canal  commenced  here  last  summer  by  General  Thomas 
Williams,  I  have  prosecuted  that  work,  and  would  before  this  have  had 
it  completed  to  the  width  of  60  feet  but  for  the  heavy  rise  in  the  river 
breaking  in  the  dam  across  the  upper  end.  It  is  exceedingly  doubtful 
if  this  canal  can  be.  made  of  any  practical  use,  even  if  completed.  The 
enemy  have  established  a  battery  of  heavy  guns  opposite  the  mouth 
of  the  canal,  completely  commanding  it  for  one-half  its  length. 

Soon. alter  taking  command  here  I  conceived  the  idea&of  gettino- 
possession  of  the  Yazoo  River  by  the  way  of  Moon  Lake  and  Yazoo 
Pass.,  h  ive. gunboats  were  furnished  for  this  expedition,  and  I  sent  in 
addition  a  division  of  troops,  to  which  has  since  been  added  consider¬ 
able  leinforcements.  I  his  enterprise  promised  most  fairly,  but  for 
some  cause  our  troops  delayed  so  as  to  give  the  enemy  time  to  fortify. 
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My  last  information  from  this  command  was  to  the  17th.  They 
were  at  Greenwood,  on  the  Yazoo,  a  fortified  place,  and  had  abandoned 
all  idea  of  getting  past  until  they  could  receive  additional  ordnance 
stores.  By  a  prompt  movement  Yazoo  City  could  have  been  captured 
without  opposition. 

Admiral  Porter,  with  five  gunboats,  and  Major-General  Sherman, 
with  a  division  of  troops,  are  now  attempting  to  get  into  the  Yazoo  by 
way  of  Steele’s  Bayou,  Black  Bayou,  Deer  Creek,  Rolling  Fork,  and 
the  Sunflower.  They  got  in  as  far  as  Deer  Creek  without  any  great 
difficulty,  but  I  fear  a  failure  of  getting  farther. 

This  experiment  failing,  there  is  nothing  left  for  me  but  to  collect 
all  my  strength  and  attack  Haynes’  Bluff.  This  will  necessarily  be 
attended  with  much  loss,  but  I  think  it  can  be  done. 

The  best  aid  you  can  give  me,  if  you  can  not  pass  Port  Hudson,  will 
be  to  hold  as  many  of  the  enemy  there  as  possible.  If  they  could  be 
sent  I  could  well  spare  you  one  army  corps  to  enable  3-011  to  get  up 
the  river.  My  effective  force,  including  all  arms,  will  be  between 
60,000  and  70,000,  if  I  bring  all  from  Memphis  that  can  be  spared  in 
an  emergency. 

An  attack  on  Ha3Tnes’  Bluff  can  not  possibly  take  place  under  two 
weeks,  if  so  soon.  My  forces  are  now  scattered,  and  the  difficulty  of 
getting  transportation  is  very  great. 

U.  S.  Grant. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army, 

referring  to  the  blockade  of  Red  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Below  Vicksburg ,  March  1863. 

General:  I  have  just  received  your  several  communications  and  one 
for  General  Banks,  which  I  hope  to  be  able  to  conve}T  to  him  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  as  I  will  probably  leave  here  to-morrow  or  the 
next  day  at  furthest. 

I  regret  that  I  did  not  see  Admiral  Porter,  as  he  no  doubt  Avould 
have  sent  down  at  least  two  of  General  Filet’s  rams.  The  two  rams 
and  one  ironclad  would  make  the  blockade  of  Red  River  complete. 
There  are  only  two  boats  fitted  as  rams,  the  Queen  of  the  West  and  the 
Webb.  There  are  also  the  Beatty ,  and  another  river  boat  fitted  with 
cotton  bales,  for  the  purpose  of  boarding  our  gunboats,  but  carry  no 
guns.  The  Webb  is  at  Alexandria  repairing,  and  the  Queen  of  the  West 
is  now  in  the  Atchafalaya.  The  moment  we  have  the  mouth  of  the 
river  they  transport  all  their  provisions  for  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hud¬ 
son  across  the  river  to  Angola  Place,  and  then  they  travel  up  to  this 
place  by  land.  I  had  hoped  to  have  sufficient  force  not  to  have  dis¬ 
turbed  the  admiral,  but  as  my  vessels  failed  to  get  past  Port  Hudson 
(in  fact  I  know  one  was  burned,  and  I  find  it  reported  that  another  was 
sunk,  but  this  last  I  do  not  believe),  my  services  are  so  important  below 
that  I  shall  be  compelled  to  return  to  New  Orleans  and  the  coast  very 
soon.  I  still  cherish  the  hope  that  I  will  find  some  one  of  my  gallant 
fellows  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River,  which  will  enable  me  to  leave  soon. 
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I  know  that  General  Banks  does  not  think  that  he  has  sufficient  force 
to  attack  Port  Hudson  with  any  chance  of  success.  _ 

Wishing  you  every  success  in  your  difficult  operations,  1  again  tender 
you  my  thanks  and  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 


Major-General  IT.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Tennessee. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  TJ,  S.  Navy,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  the  ram  fleet. 


U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  March  2°2,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  Captain  Walke  has  just  come  up.  He  says  General  Ellet 
sent  for  him  to  come  and  see  him;  that  he  had  dispatches,  etc.  He 
talks  very  large,  from  what  Walke  says,  and  implies  a  command  of 
the  river  fleet  with  his.  Farragut  is  anxious  for  a  ram  or  two,  etc. 
Walke  wants  to  know  whether  he  has  any  right  to  order  these  rams. 
I  tell  him,  yes.  I  think  you  had  better  settle  General  Ellet’s  powers 
over  the  rams  as  soon  as  possible.  He  has  the  Lancaster  bringing  up 
his  rear. 

Yours,  in  haste, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Lieutenant-  Commands r. 


[Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter.] 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Walke,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  attempted  suppression  of  Red  River  trade. 

Just  below  Vicksburg, 

{After  passage  of  Port  Hudson  batteries ),  [ - ,  1863\. 

Sir:  I  was  not  aware  until  I  received  the  friendly  note  of  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Commander  Breese  that  }7ou  were  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Western  Flotilla  above  Vicksburg.  I  supposed  when  I  wrote  that 
Admiral  Porter  was  there,  and  1  regret  that  ni}r  secretary  should  have 
deemed  it  his  duty  to  take  my  communication  up  the  river  to  the 
admiral.  My  great  wants  are,  first,  force,  and  secondly,  coal,  and  my 
only  means  of  obtaining  them  are  through  the  admiral  or  General 
Grant.  The  failure  of  the  other  vessels  of  the  fleet  to  come  by  Port 
Hudson  has  left  me  with  only  this  ship  and  the  Albatross  to  command 
the  river  from  below  Vicksburg  to  Port  Hudson,  and  any  time  I  pass 
Grand  Gulf  it  will  be  under  a  heavy  fire.  We  lost  2  killed  and  several 
wounded  in  coming  up.  Now,  had  we  one  or  two  of  the  General 
Ellet  rams  we  would  be  able  to  cut  off  all  intercourse  between  Red 
River  and  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson.  They  could  catch  the  boats 
by  pursuing  where  we  could  not  and  be  protected  by  their  guns.  The 
principal  cause  of  my  visit  up  the  river  was  to  stop  this  Red  River 
trade  and  recapture  the  boats.  I  drove  every  steamer  before  me  into 
Red  River  from  Port  Hudson.  They  will  no  doubt  be  out  again  as  soon 
as  they  learn  that  we  are  up  here,  but  I  will  be  likely  to  catch  them 
down  the  river  when  I  return,  which  will  be  the  moment  I  find  out  if 
I  can  or  can  not  get  coal  conveyed  to  us  down  the  river  or  through  the 
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canal  to  this  point,  lou  will  oblige  me  by  informing  me  of  the  pros¬ 
pect  I  have  of  obtaining  a  supply  of  coal  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 

Commander  Walke, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lafayette. 


Extracts  from  letters  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Rear-Admiral 

Farragut,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Cincinnati ,  Deer  Creek ,  March  22,  1863. 

My  Dear  Admiral:  I  am  too  glad  to  receive  a  communication  from 
you,  for  we  have  bad  all  kinds  of  reports;  above  all,  though  1  regret 
that  the  want  of  judgment  and  positive  disobedience  of  orders  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Brown  should  have  been  the  cause  of  your  present  position.  Had 
be  obeyed  me  Red  River 'would  have  been  sealed  hermetically.  You 
have  had  some  affairs  in  your  own  squadron  similar  to  the  Indianola 
affair,  causing  equally  painful  results.  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  send  you 
coal,  etc. 

I  would  not  attempt  to  run  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg  if  I  were  you; 
it  won’t  pa}^,  and  you  can  be  of  no  service  up  here  at  this  moment. 

Your  services  at  Red  River  will  be  a  godsend;  it  is  worth  to  us  the 
loss  of  the  Mississippi  at  this  moment  and  the  severest,  blow  that 
could  be  struck  at  the  South.  They  obtain  all  their  supplies  and 
ammunition  in  that  wa}T. 


March  26,  1863. 

In  relation  to  the  Switzerland ,  keep  her  with  you,  and  please  make 
the  commander  understand  that  she  is  under  your  command,  or  he  will 
go  off  on  a  cruise  somewhere  before  you  know  it  and  then  get  the  ship 
into  trouble. 

She  is  a  formidable  ship  as  a  ram,  but  I  would  never  expect  to  see 
her  again  if  she  got  out  of  your  sight. 

I  got  them  past  the  batteries  without  a  hurt,  and  I  would  have  done 
the  same  with  the  Lancaster  and  Switzerland  had  I  been  here.  I  would, 
with  great  pleasure,  give  you  one  or  two  ironclads,  but  I  have  none 
that  are  tit  for  service  just  now,  and  the  tight  at  Haynes’  Bluff  must 
come  off  soon.  The  Queen  of  the  West  or  the  Webb  would  walk  right 
through  these  ironclads,  while  a  ram  would  keep  them  in  check. 

They  say  the  rebels  have  the  Indianola? s  guns;  can  you  ascertain  if 
such  is  the  fact?  At  low  water  the  whole  thing  will  be  exposed. 

It  will  be  an  object  for  you  to  remain  at  Red  River  as  long  as  possi¬ 
ble,  and  I  hope  you  will  do  so.  It  is  death  to  these  people;  they  get 
all  their  supplies  from  there. 

I  am  making  preparations  to  send  provisions  down  to  you,  and  will 
let  you  know  when  they  are  coming. 

Very  respectfully, 


David  D.  Porter, 


Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  G,  Farragut. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  the  blockade  of  Red  River. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Below  Vicksburg ,  March  22,  1863. 

Dear  Admiral:  I  regret  that  I  did  not  find  you  at  Vicksburg,  and 
also  that  my  secretary  should  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  follow  you 
up  the  river  in  your  expedition  to  bother  you  when  so  engaged. 

The  general,  or  somebody,  has  kindly  sent  me  the  coal  down,  and  I 
am  now  filled  up  and  all  ready  to  start  for  the  Red  River  blockade, 
where  I  hope  to  find  some  one  of  my  unfortunate  vessels  who  failed  to 
get  past  Port  Hudson.  1  see  by  the  papers  that  General  Ellet  is  anx¬ 
ious  to  retake  the  Queen  of  the  West ,  so  that  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to 
let  two  of  the  rams  and  one  ironclad  come  down  and  blockade  Red  River 
for  me.  The  enemy  have  only  the  Webb  and  the  Queen  of  the  West, 
rams,  and  another  freight  boat,  protected  with  cotton,  for  the  purpose 
of  boarding  our  gunboats,  but  have  no  guns  on  board. 

The  enemy  I  see  have  been  building  a  fine  casemated  battery  at  War- 
renton.  I  gave  them  a  good  shelling  and  shall  give  them  another 
to-morrow  as  I  go  down  the  river.  At  Grand  Gulf  they  have  also 
four  Parrott  guns,  20  and  30  pounders.  They  killed  2  men  for  me  and 
wounded  5  or  6.  I  shall  try  and  pay  them  for  it  to-morrow  or  next  day. 

I  felt  a  delicacy  in  suggesting  anything  to  General  Grant,  but  my  idea 
is  that  if  he  thinks  he  can  not  take  Vicksburg,  the  best  thing  would 
be  to  go  doAvn  and  take  Grand  Gulf  and  hold  it,  and  then  with  10,000 
or  20,000  men  go  down  and  attack  Port  Hudson  simultaneously  with 
General  Banks  from  below,  and  I  would  aid  all  I  could  with  this  ship 
and  the  Albatross  and  any  others  that  might  come  up  to  my  assistance. 
The  Red  River  trade  will  be  the  great  blow  to  their  steamers.  They 
can  get  nothing  when  Red  River  is  well  blockaded.  The  general’s 
coal  I  shall  leave  at  the  bayou  below  Vicksburg  for  any  of  your  ves¬ 
sels  that  may  require  it.  There  is  left  some  400  tons  at  least. 

Wishing  you  every  success  in  all  your  undertakings,  I  remain, 

Very  truly,  yours, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Bear- Admiral. 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Western  Flotilla ,  above  Vicksburg. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  U.  S.  Army,  of  Marine  Brigade,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  an  opinion  regarding  the  running  of  the  batteries. 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 
Flagship  Autocrat ,  above  Vicksburg ,  March  22,  1863. 
Gentlemen:  Through  Colonel  Ellet  1  learn  that  Rear-Admiral  Far¬ 
ragut  has  requested  the  aid  of  a  ram  to  support  him  in  his  present 
position.  1  have  asked  from  Captain  Walke  a  copy  of  the  admiral’s 
request,  which  he  declines  to  give  me.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to 
inform  me  of  the  admiral’s  desires?  The  night  is  so  favorable  for  run¬ 
ning  the  batteries  that  I  should  regret  to  lose  the  opportunity  if,  in 
the  admiral’s  opinion,  the  emergency  would  justify  me  in  taking-  the 
responsibility. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  W.  Ellet, 

Brigadier  General ,  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade. 
Messrs.  Farragut  and  Foltz. 
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Note  from  Rear-Admiral’s  Secretary  Loyall  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General 

Ellet,  IJ.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

March  22,  1863. 

Sir:  We  received  no  instructions  from  Admiral  Farragut  to  make 
any.  request  for  gunboats,  and  therefore  do  not  know  his  wishes  on  the 
subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Loyall  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Brigadier- General  A.  [W.]  Ellet, 

Commanding  Ram  Fleet. 


Report  of  Captain  Walke,  IT.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  conflict  of  authority  regarding  the 

service  of  the  rams. 

U.  S.  S.  Lafayette,  March  23,  1863. 

Sir:  1  received  a  letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  on  the  22d 
instant  informing  me  of  the  failure  of  all  but  two  of  his  fleet  to  come 
by  Port  Hudson  (the  Hartford  and  Albatross),  with  which  he  intended 
to  have  recaptured  the  boats  Indianola  and  Queen  of  the  West  and  to 
cut  off  all  intercourse  between  Red  River  and  Vicksburg  and  Port 
Hudson,  which  he  still  thinks  he  could  be  able  to  do  if  he  had  one  or 
two  of  General  Ellet’s  rams.  He  also  states  that  his  great  wants  are, 
first,  force,  and,  secondly,  coal  (the  latter  of  which  we  sent  to  him  in 
abundance  night  before  last). 

Under  these  circumstances  I  advised  with  Captains  Breese  and  Greer 
as  to  the  propriety  of  sending  one  of  our  rams  at  least  to  Admiral 
Farragut,  in  which  they  acquiesced;  but  when  1  proposed  to  send  Col¬ 
onel  Ellet,  the  commander  of  the  Switzerland,  he  declined  to  obey  my 
orders  during  the  presence  of  General  Ellet,  who  had  just  arrived  with 
the  Marine  Brigade  and  who  claims  to  have  command  of  the  rams. 

At  a  very  late  hour  last  night,  in  the  rain,  the  enclosed  dispatch  was 
sent  to  me  from  General  Ellet,  requesting  an  immediate  answer.  I 
read  the  dispatch  and  returned  a  verbal  answer  that  it  was  unnecessary, 
as  the  service  of  the  rams  was  not  indispensable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

Caqotain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 

Flagship  Autocrat,  March  22,  1863. 

Sir:  Colonel  Ellet  has  informed  me  that  Admiral  Farragut  is  in 
want  of  assistance,  and  has  asked  the  aid  of  a  ram.  Will  you  oblige 
me  with  a  copy  of  the  admiral’s  request,  with  a  view  of  sending  him 
the  aid  required  ? 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Alfred  W.  Ellet, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade. 

Captain  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  U.  S.  Army, 

requesting  the  services  of  two  rams. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Below  Vicksburg ,  March  23,  1863. 

General:  I  have  written  Admiral  Porter  to  the  effect  that  1  am 
most  desirous  of  having’  an  ironclad  gunboat  and  two  rams  below 
Vicksburg,  to  maintain  the  control  of  the  river  between  this  place  and 
Port  Hudson.  The  Red  River  trade  is  now  the  only  resource  of  the 
enemy  for  their  supplies  at  both  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson.  The 
failure  of  my  vessels  to  get  by  Port  Hudson  has  reduced  me  to  the  nec¬ 
essity  of  asking  the  above  assistance  from  Admiral  Porter;  but  I  am 
unwilling  to  interfere  with  the  admiral’s  command  in  any  way,  but  I 
feel  assured  that  if  he  was  here  he  would  grant  the  assistance  1  so 
much  need  to  carry  out  this  great  object.  1  beg  to  assure  you  that 
nothing  would  lie  more  gratifying  to  me  than  to  have  two  of  your 
rams. 

And  I  remain,  truly,  yours,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Brigadier-General  A.  W.  Ellet, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  measnres  of  cooperation  against  Port  Hudson. 


March  23,  1863. 

Admiral:  In  the  various  notes  I  have  written,  including  the  dis¬ 
patch  for  General  Banks,  I  have  not  mentioned  that  soon  after  taking 
command  there  in  person,  I  collected  my  surplus  troops  at  Lake 
Providence  and  directed  the  commanding  officer  to  effect  a  passage 
through  from  the  Mississippi  River  to  Bayou  Ma^on.  This  will  give 
navigable  water  through  by  that  route  to  the  Red  River.  This  is  now 
reported  practicable  for  ordinary  Ohio  River  steamers.  I  sent  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  ago  for  this  class  of  steamers  and  expected  them  before 
this.  Should  they  arrive  and  Admiral  Porter  gets  his  boats  out  of 
the  Yazoo,  so  as  to  accompany  the  expedition,  I  can  send  a  force  of, 
say,  20,000  effective  men  to  cooperate  with  General  Banks  on  Port 
Pludson. 

This  force  would  easily  reduce  Port  Hudson  and  enable  them  to 
come  on  up  the  river  and  maintain  a  position  on  high  land  near  enough 
to  Vicksburg  until  they  could  be  reinforced  from  here  sufficiently  to 
operate  against  the  city. 

Please  inform  the  general  of  the  contents  of  this,  and  much  oblige 
Your  obedient  servant, 


U.  S.  Grant, 
Major-  General. 


Admiral  Farragut, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  U.  S,  Army, 
returning  thanks  for  promised  cooperation  and  requesting  an  interview. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Below  Vicksburg,  March  23,  1863. 
Dear  General:  I  have  this  moment  heard  from  Colonel  [Lieutenant 
John  C.]  Abbott  of  your  arrival  above  Vicksburg’  with  your  rams, 
and  sincerely  thank  you  for  the  offer  of  the  Switzerland  to  accompany 
me  down  the  river. 

1  had  written  a  communication  to  Admiral  Porter,  saying  how  much 
I  would  be  gratified  to  have  two  rams  and  an  ironclad  to  assist  in  main¬ 
taining  the  blockade  of  the  Red  River  and  to  keep  the  police  of  the 
river  generally  between  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  particularly  as 
I  had  learned  through  the  newspapers  that  you  were  on  your  way 
down  the  river  and  anxious  to  repair  the  loss  of  the  Queen  erf  the  West 
and  the  Indianola.  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  see  you  on  board  this  ship, 
with  the  colonel,  for  consultation. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


General  Ellet, 

Commanding  Ram  Fleet ,  opposite  Vicksburg . 


Letter  from  Major-General  Grant,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
requesting  cooperation  in  attack  upon  Warrenton  batteries. 


Before  Vicksburg,  March  23,  1863. 

Sir:  As  you  kindly  offered  me  the  cooperation  of  your  vessels  and 
the  use  of  them  to  transport  troops  to  Warrenton,  should  I  want  them 
to  send  an  expedition  to  destroy  their  batteries,  I  have  determined  to 
take  advantage  of  the  offer.  I  have  directed  General  [Frederick] 
Steele  to  select  two  regiments  from  his  command  and  get  them  to  the 
opposite  side  of  the  peninsula  to-day,  ready  to  embark  as  soon  as  in 
your  judgment  you  think  it  should  be  done. 

I  send  no  special  instructions  for  this  expedition  further  than  to 
destroy  effectually  the  batteries  at  Warrenton  and  to  return  to  their 
camp  here.  They  will  be  glad  to  receive  any  suggestions  or  directions 
from  you. 

This  is  a  bad  day  for  troops  to  be  out,  but  in  that  particular  it  may 
be  favorable  to  us. 

Thanking  you,  admiral,  for  your  offer  of  the  service  of  your  vessels, 

U.  S.  Grant. 


Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

P.  S. — Captain  Walke,  who  is  the  senior  naval  officer  here  in  the 
absence  of  Admiral  Porter,  asked  me  yesterday  for  cotton  bales  with 
which  to  pack  two  of  the  rams,  for  the  purpose  of  sending  them  to 
join  you.  I  promised  him  anything  in  the  world  the  Army  has  for 
accomplishment  of  this  purpose,  and  presume  the  vessels  will  be  sent. 
I  look  upon  it  of  vast  importance  that  we  should  hold  the  river  securely 
between  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Grant,  IT.  S.  Army, 
regarding  cooperation  against  Warrenton  batteries. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

•  Below  Vicksburg ,  March  23,  I860. 

Dear  General:  1  have  just  received  your  communication  of  this 
date  and  am  most  happy  to  find  that  you  concur  in  opinion  with  me  as 
to  the  necessity  for  destroying  the  casemated  battery  now  near  com¬ 
pletion  at  Warrenton. 

I  gave  it  a  good  shelling  to-day,  and  will  be  ready  to  act  in  concert 
with  your  troops  and  afford  every  facility  in  my  power  whenever  they 
are  ready.  1  will  cover  the  landing,  and  in  case  the  ram  Switzerland 
comes  down  in  time  she  will  be  best  suited  to  land  the  troops,  but  in 
case  the  ram  does  not  get  down  in  time  the  Albatross  will  do  it.  I  beg 
to  assure  you,  in  conclusion,  that  it  will  always  afford  me  great  pleasure 
to  cooperate  with  you  in  any  undertaking  for  the  common  good  of  our 
common  country. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 

Major-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding,  opposite  Vicksburg . 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Walke,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  . 

cooperation. 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 

Flagship  Autocrat ,  March  2k,  1863. 

Captain:  I  have  received  a  written  communication  from  Admiral 
Farragut  in  which  he  informs  me  that  he  had  requested  from  Admiral 
Porter  an  ironclad  gunboat  and  two  rams,  to  enable  him  to  hold  the 
river  between  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson.  In  consequence  of  the 
failure  to  get  the  fleet  above  that  point,  he  is  entirely  too  weak  to 
accomplish  this  great  object  unaided.  It  is  my  purpose  to  send  past 
the  batteries  to-night,  in  compliance  with  this  request,  the  Switzerland 
and  Lancaster ,  and  shall  be  glad,  if  you  conclude  to  send  a  gunboat, 
to  be  informed,  that  we  may  act  in  concert, 

Veiy  respectfully,  etc., 

Alfred  W.  Ellet, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Letter  from  Captain  Walke,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  U.  S.  Army,  regretting 
inability  to  send  an  ironclad  with  the  rams. 

U.  S.  S.  Lafayette, 

Above  Vicksburg ,  March  2k,  1863. 

General:  1  regret  that  I  can  not,  under  present  circumstances,  send 
or  accompany  the  Switzerland  and  Lancaster  to-night  with  an  ironclad, 
as  you  propose;  but  with  a  hearty  good  will  and  sincere  prayer  for 
their  success,  I  am, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

Captain ,  United  States  Navy. 

Brigadier-General  Alfred  W.  Ellet. 
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Order  of  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Colonel  Ellet,  U.  S.  Army,  to  report  to 
Bear- Admiral  Farragnt  with  the  rams  Lancaster  and  Switzerland. 


Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 
Flagship  Autocrat ,  above  Vicksburg ,  March  1863. 

Colonel:  You  will  proceed  in  command  of  the  rams  Switzerland 
and  Lancaster  to  pass  the  batteries  above  Vicksburg  to-night  and 
report  to  Admiral  Farragut  below. 

Take  every  precaution  to  prevent  lights  being  seen  on  your  boats 
during  the  passage  down.  Take  only  men  enough  to  run  the  boats. 
Have  the  yawls  on  the  starboard  guards  for  instant  use  in  case  of 
necessity,  and  hang  knotted  ropes  from  either  side  to  the  water’s  edge, 
to  which  men  could  hang  to  avoid  steam. 

You  will  not,  in  the  event  that  either  boat  is  disabled,  attempt,  under 
fire  of  the  batteries,  to  help  her  off  with  the  other  boat,  but  will  run 
on  down,  it  being  of  primary  importance  that  one  boat  at  least  should 
get  safely  by. 

The  purpose  for  which  you  are  sent  below  is  to  assist  in  keeping 
possession  of  the  river  between  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  and  cut¬ 
ting  off  the  enemy’s  communication  with  and  supplies  from  Red  River 
and  its  tributaries,  and  to  aid  in  repelling  the  rebel  rams  and  cotton- 
clad  steamers  if  they  should  attack  Admiral  Farragut’s  vessels.  You 
will  afford  all  the  aid  in  your  power  to  the  military  force  which  will 
attack  Warrenton  to-morrow.  Report  to  me  by  every  convenient 
opportunity. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  W.  Ellet, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding . 

Colonel  Charles  R.  Ellet, 

Commanding  Ram  Fleet. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General  Grant,  announcing 
the  immediate  departure  of  two  rams  for  cooperation  against  Warrenton. 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 

Flagship  Autocrat ,  March  21h  1863. 

General:  I  am  directed  by  General  Ellet  to  inform  you  that  he  has 
arranged  with  Admiral  Farragut  to  send  two  rams  down  to  his  assis¬ 
tance  to-night.  These  vessels  when  safely  below  will,  with  the  Alba¬ 
tross,  according  to  an  arrangement  already  made  with  the  officer 
commanding  the  troops  opposite  Warrenton,  convey  the  troops  across 
to  attack  the  batteries,  while  the  flagship  Hartford  silences  their  guns; 
no  small  boats  will,  therefore,  be  needed  for  the  purpose  contemplated 
to-day. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  Crandall, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Maior-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

U.  S.  Volunteers. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  U.  S.  Army, 

requesting  the  services  of  small  boats. 

Before  Vicksburg,  March  HI*,  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  just  informed  that  to  insure  success  of  the  enterprise 
against  Warrenton,  ten  or  twelve  small  boats  will  be  required.  May 
1  request  you  to  furnish  that  number?  If  it  is  intended  to  send  a  ram 
past  Vicksburg  to-night,  they  could  be  sent  by  her;  if  not,  by  sending 
them  down  the  canal  to-night  to  the  lower  canal,  Colonel  [Charles  It.  ] 
Woods,  who  will  command  the  expedition,  and  who  is  now  here,  will 
yet  them.  I  will  see  that  these  boats  are  returned. 

U.  S.  Grant. 

Brigadier-General  Ellet, 

Commanding  Marine  Brigade. 


[Telegram.] 

Near  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  March  £5,  1863. 

Via  Cairo,  III.,  March  31. 

Two  rams  attempted  to  run  the  blockade  this  morning.  One  suc¬ 
ceeded,  in  damaged  condition.  They  were  intended  to  strengthen 
Farragut.  Porter  is  returning.  Did  not  succeed  in  reaching  the 
Yazoo. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Major-  General. 

Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General  in  Chief. 


Report  of  Captain  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  injuries  to  the  rams  in  the  passage  of 

Vicksburg. 

U.  S.  S.  Lafayette, 

Above  Vicksburg .  March  25.  1863. 

Sir:  I  received  the  enclosed  letter*  from  General  Ellet  last  evening, 
conveying  the  first  intelligence  of  his  intention  to  send  the  Switzer¬ 
land  and  Lancaster  below  Vicksburg.  I  informed  the  general  that  I 
could  not,  under  present  circumstances,  send  or  accompany  the  rams 
down  the  river,  etc. 

At  daybreak  this  morning  the  rams  started,  and  from  all  appear¬ 
ances  ran  safely  past  V  icksburg  under  the  fire  of  all  the  rebel  bat¬ 
teries. 

But  at  10  o’clock  one  of  the  crew  from  each  of  the  rams  came  on 
board  of  the  Lafayette  and  informed  me  that  the  Lancaster  was  struck 
at  the  water  line  by  the  rebel  batteries  and  sunk  near  the  lower  end  of 
our  canal.  All  the  officers  and  crew  escaped  unhurt  in  their  small 
boats  except  the  pilot,  Mr.  Kitson,  who  lost  his  leg,  and  two  others 
wounded. 

The  Switzerland  had  her  steam  pipes  shot  away,  scalding  an  engi- 
neer,j  Three  contrabands  and  two  of  her  crew  were  drowned.  I 
understand  she  is  now  under  the  guns  of  the  Hartford  and  will  be 
repaired  in  about  three  days. 


*See  p.  16. 
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I  am  also  informed  that  General  Grant  intended  and  may  still  send 
a  force  over  the  river  to  destroy  a  battery  which  the  rebels  are  pitting' 
up  between  Vicksburg  and  Warrenton. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

.  .  .  Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Lfetter  from  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  H.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S. 
Navy,  promising  to  report  with  his  command. 


Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 
Flagship  Autocrat ,  above  Vicksburg ,  March  £5,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  asking  the  strength  of  my  command  and  assigning  position  for 
my  vessels. 

_  I  would  most  respectfully  report  that  owing  to  excessive  exhaus¬ 
tion  and  over  fatigue  I  feel  unable  to  report  in  person  this  evening, 
but  will  do  so  in  the  morning  on  the  point  designated. 

I  will,  as  directed,  move  my  command  to  the  anchorage  designated 
to-morrow,  having  a  number  of  coal  barges,  etc.,  in  tow  that  I  can 
not  leave  without  danger  of  loss  to-night. 

Very  respectfully, 


A.  W.  Ellet, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Colonel  Ellet,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  rams  Switzerland  and  Lancaster 

regarding  the  passage  of  Vicksburg. 

U.  S.  Steam  Ram  Switzerland, 

Below  Vicksburg ,  March  1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  in  compliance  with 
your  instructions  I  started  before  day  break  this  morning  with  the  rams 
Switzerland  and  Lancaster  to  pass  the  Vicksburg  batteries.  The  short 
time  which  I  was  allowed  for  preparations,  and  the  necessity  of  taking- 
in  large  quantities  of  stores  and  provisions,  delayed  our  departure  until 
it  was  nearly  light.  The  wind  was  extremely  unfavorable,  and  not¬ 
withstanding  the  caution  with  which  the  boats  put  out  into  the  middle 
of  the  stream,  the  puff  of  their  escape  pipes  could  be  heard  with 
fatal  distinctness  below.  The  flashing  of  the  enemy’s  signal  lights 
from  battery  to  battery  as  we  neared  the  city  showed  me  that  con¬ 
cealment  was  useless.  The  morning,  too,  was  beginningto  break,  and 
I  saw  that  if  we  were  to  pass  at  all,  it  was  to  be.  done  at  once.  I 
ordered  my  pilots  to  give  the  Switzerland  full  headway,  and  we  went 
round  the  point  under  160  pounds  of  steam.  The  rebels  opened  fire 
at  once,  but  the  first  fifteen  or  twenty  shots  were  badly  aimed.  As 
we  got  nearer  to  the  guns,  however,  the  fire  became  both  accurate  and 
rapid.  Shot  after  shot  struck  my  boat,  tearing  everything  to  pieces 
before  them.  A  few  hundred  yards  behind  us  the  Lancaster ,  under 
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command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A.  Ellet,  still  steamed  steadily 
down,  but  I  could  see  the  splinters  fly  from  her  at  every  discharge. 
When  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  below  the  point,  and  full  in  front 
of  the  enemy’s  heaviest  guns,  a  10- inch  shell  plunged  through  the 
boiler  deck  of  the  Switzerland  and  into  her  center  boiler.  The  explo¬ 
sion  of  steam  which  ensued  was  very  severe,  and  was  welcomed  b}r 
the  traitors  with  shouts  of  exultation.  The  engines  stopped  at  once, 
and  even  the  pilot  house  was  filled  to  suffocation  with  the  hot  steam, 
but  the  pilots  stood  to  their  posts  like  men,  and  by  my  order  kept  her 
out  in  the  stream,  where  she  floated  down  with  the  current.  The 
enemy  never  relaxed  their  lire,  and  the  steam  had  scarcely  cleared 
away  from  the  Switzerland  when  I  saw  the  Lancaster  blown  up.  She 
commenced  to  sink  rapidly,  and  in  a  few  moments  went  down,  bow 
foremost.  I  ordered  the  crew  of  the  Switzerland  into  as  secure  a 
position  as  possible,  and  floated  past  the  remaining  batteries  without 
any  loss  of  life  or  material  damage  to  the  boat.  A  few  moments  after 
your  arrival  on  board  with  Adjutant-General  Crandall,  and  when 
opposite  the  mouth  of  the  canal,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet  came  along¬ 
side  in  a  yawl,  having  rowed  down  to  us  through  a  fire  of  grape  and 
shell  to  offer  us  any  assistance  in  his  power.  He  had  previously  set 
ashore  his  own  crew  and  wounded  men,  and  fired  the  upper  works  of 
his  boat.  When  out  of  range  the  Switzerland  was  met  by  the  Alba¬ 
tross  and  towed  into  shore. 

I  can  not  conclude  this  report  without  referring  to  the  heroic  con 
duct  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Switzerland.  No  fear  or  lack  of 
discipline  was  exhibited  by  any  person  on  board,  and  although  we 
were  within  a  pistol  shot  of  shore,  not  a  man  attempted  to  desert  the 
boat  or  to  leave  his  post  without  orders.  Among  those  who  especially 
distinguished  themselves  by  their  resolution  and  courage  were  Major 
John  W.  Lawrence,  Pilot  Alexander  McKay,  Lieutenant  Edward  C. 
Ellet,  and  Third  Engineer  Granville  Roberts.  This  is  the  second  time 
that  the  last  three  named  officers  have  passed  the  batteries  at  Vicks¬ 
burg.  The  damage  to  the  Switzerland's  boilers  is  considerable,  but 
will  be  repaired  in  a  few  days  by  the  machinists  now  on  board.  Her 
engines  and  hull  are  in  good  condition.  Her  loss  comprises  only  3 
negroes  badly  scalded;  1  man  on  the  Lancaster  was  drowned,  another 
severely  scalded,  and  Pilot  T.  W.  L.  Kitson  lost  a  foot.  The  very 
limited  loss  of  life  on  both  boats  is  due  to  the  extremely  small  number 
of  men  who  were  selected  to  run  the  boats  through.  The  remainder 
of  the  crews  was  sent  across  by  land. 

I  enclose  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet’s  report  of  the  loss  of  the 
Lancaster. 

Very  respectfully, 

Charles  Rivers  Ellet, 

Colonel ,  Commanding . 

Brigadier-General  A.  W.  Ellet. 

Commanding  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  IJ.  S.  ram  Lancaster,  regard¬ 
ing  the  loss  of  that  vessel. 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 
Flagship  Autocrat ,  above  Vicksburg ,  March  £5,  1863. 
Colonel:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your 
instructions  I  left  my  anchorage  above  the  mouth  of  the  canal  at  half 
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past  4  o’clock  this  morning  on  board  the  U.  S.  steam  ram  Lancaster ,  for 
the  purpose  of  running  the  enemy’s  battei  ies  at  V icksburg.  The  lights 
were  all  extinguished  and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  giving 
any  knowledge  of  our  approach.  I  endeavored  to  conduct  the  move¬ 
ments  of  my  vessel  as  silently  as  possible,  allowing  her  to  float  part  of 
the  time,  and  occasionally  righting  her  up  by  going  ahead  on  the  slow 
bell.  Unfortunately,  the  escape  of  steam  from  her  smokestacks  was 
very  loud.  In  addition  to  this,  the  night  was  clear,  calm,  and  star¬ 
light,  with  a  slight  breeze  setting  from  us  directly  toward  the  rebel 
batteries.  1  rom  the  character  of  the  night  and  the  warmth  of  our 
reception,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  our  very  first  movements  were 
heard  by  the  enemy.  Keeping  the  distance  of  about  200  yards  between 
my  vessel  and  the  Switzerland ,  I  approached  within  about  half  a  mile 
of  the  point  of  the  peninsula  very  slowly,  when  the  sudden  flashes  of 
signals  along  the  whole  line  of  the  enemy’s  works  gave  unmistakable 
evidence  that  our  movements  were  apprehended.  I  then  ordered  a  full 
head  of  steam,  expecting  every  moment  to  receive  the  enemy’s  fire. 
When  within  about  400  yards  of  the  point  of  the  peninsula  the  enemy 
opened  upon  me  with  a  brisk  lire  from  the  upper  batteries,  but  the 
shot  fell  wide  of  the  mark. 

Rounding-  the  point  I  ordered  the  pilot  to  steer  well  to  the  starboard, 
to  prevent  following  immediately  in  the  wake  of  the  Switzerland. 
When  just  abreast  of  the  upper  batteries  the  first  shot  struck  my 
vessel,  passing  through  both  smokestacks.  The  fire  continued  almost 
incessantly,  but  without  serious  damage,  for  about  five  minutes  after 
this  time,  when  a  heavy  shot  passed  through  the  vessel  immediately 
under  the  pilot  house,  carrying  away  the  steps  which  led  from  the 
cabin  into  the  pilot  house,  and  wounding  Mr.  T.  W.  L.  Kitson,  steers¬ 
man,  whom  I  had  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  steps  to  be  in  readiness  to 
take  the  wheel  should  my  other  pilot  be  disabled.  We  were  now  just 
opposite  the  water  batteries,  and  they  poured  a  very  active  fire  upon 
us,  striking  the  vessel  in  every  part  but  a  vital  one.  At  this  time  I 
entertained  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  getting  my  vessel  past 
in  safety;  this  thought,  however,  was  speedily  dispelled  by  a  heavy 
shot  which  exploded  the  steam  drum  and  enveloped  the  entire  vessel 
in  a  terrible  cloud  of  steam,  driving  the  engineers  and  firemen  from 
their  posts  and  compelling  every  one  upon  the  lower  and  gun  deck  to 
seek  the  bow  of  the  boat  outside  of  the  wooden  bulkhead,  where  a 
friendly  breeze  shielded  them  from  the  excruciating  tortures  of  the 
hot  steam.  About  this  time  a  heavy  plunging  shot  struck  her  in  the 
frailest  part  of  her  stern,  passing  longitudinally  through  her  and 
piercing  the  hull  in  the  center  near  the  bow,  causing  an  enormous 
leak  in  the  vessel.  The  pilot,  Mr.  Andrew  J.  Dennis,  remained  at  the 
wheel,  giving  direction  to  the  helpless  vessel,  until  the  wheel  was 
demolished  by  a  shot,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  miraculously 
escaped.  He  reported  the  damage  to  me,  and  I  sent  him  below  to 
control  the  tiller  ropes  by  hand,  and  then  went  down  myself  to  ascer¬ 
tain  the  condition  of  the  hull.  I  found  her  sinking  very  fast,  and 
partly  turned  around  by  an  eddy,  so  that  her  starboard  side  was  sub¬ 
jected  to  the  hottest  fire.  I  therefore  ordered  the  two  yawls  to  be 
brought  from  the  starboard  side  to  the  larboard  quarter  of  the  bow, 
where  the  hull  of  the  vessel  afforded  them  the  greatest  protection,  and 
then  ordered  my  men  to  take  to  their  boats,  first  providing  for  the 
wounded  and  scalded. 
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The  water  was  by  this  time  running  oyer  the  decks,  and  I  found  it 
would  be  impossible  to  secure  her  to  the  shore.  I  therefore  set  her 
upper  works  on  fire  by  discharging  my  pistols  into  the  cotton. 

This  was  superfluous,  however,  for  in  a  few  minutes  afterward  she 
plunged  into  the  flood  bow  foremost. 

I  had  an  abundance  of  room  in  my  two  yawls  for  every  soul  on 
board,  but  unfortunately  some  of  my  men  attempted  to  swim  ashore. 
In  so  doing,  Orderly  Sergeant  William  McDonald  was  drowned. 
While  in  our  yawls  making  our  escape  from  the  sinking  wreck,  we 
were  subjected  to  a  galling  fire  of  shot  and  shell.  As  soon  as  the 
yawls  reached  the  shore  the  men  sought  shelter  in  the  neighboring- 
woods.  I  expressed  my  determination  to  go  to  the  Switzerland ,  and 
two  faithful  negroes  rowed  me  to  her. 

The  recapitulation  of  the  casualties  is  as  follows:  Mr.  Brown,  chief 
engineer,  slightly  scalded;  George  Zimmerman,  deck  hand,  very  badly 
scalded;  T.  W.  L.  Kitson,  steersman,  lost  a  foot;  Sergeant  William 
H.  McDonald,  drowned. 

My  officers,  soldiers,  and  boatmen  behaved  with  the  utmost  coolness 
and  courage.  There  are  some  instances  of  heroic  daring  which 
deserve' special  mention.  Among  these  were  George  W.  Lindsey, 
first  master;  Henry  S.  Brown,  chief  engineer;  Andrew  J.  Dennis, 
pilot;  T.  W.  L.  Kitson,  steersman;  George  W.  Andrews,  carpenter; 
Samuel  Weaver,  engineer.  The  two  latter  gentlemen  passed  the 
Vicksburg  batteries  on  a  former  occasion  on  board  the  Queen  of  the 
West.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  designate  individuals  when  all  did 
so  nobly  without  doing  injustice;  but  these  men  came  under  my  own 
personal  observation  and  challenged  my  admiration  by  their  great 
gallantry. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Ellet, 

lieutenant-  Colonel ,  Commanding  Lancaster. 

Colonel  Charles  B.  Ellet, 

Commanding  Ram  Fleet. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disaster  to  the  TJ.  S. 

rams  Switzerland  and  Lancaster. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  River ,  March  26,  1863. 

Sir:  During  my  absence  on  an  expedition  into  the  enemy’s  country 
General  Ellet,  at  the  request  of  Admiral  Farragut,  sent  the  rams 
Switzerland  and  Lancaster  to  run  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg. 

The  Lancaster  was  sunk  and  the  Switzerland  was  disabled.  These 
vessels  were  not  at  all  prepared  for  so  hazardous  an  adventure,  nor  at 
all  suited  for  any  service  that  will  take  them  any  distance  from  a 
machine  shop. 

I  send  you  a  letter  from  General  Ellet  on  the  subject,  in  answer  to 
one  from  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washmgton. 
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U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  River ,  March  2 5 ,  1863. 

General:  Will  you  please  inform  me  by  what  authority  you  sent 
the  rams  Lancaster,  and  Switzerland  past  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg, 
in  open  clay,  and  without  taking  any  precautions  to  guard  their  hulls? 

One  of  these  vessels  has,  in  consequence,  been  sunk,  and  the  other 
damaged  extensively,  which  might  very  well  have  been  expected  under 
the  circumstances. 

You  will  also  inform  me  who  were  the  commanders  of  those  vessels, 
and  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  unfortunate  affair. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

[David  D.  Porter], 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  A.  W.  Ellet, 

Commanding  Marine  Brigade ,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 
Flagship  Autocrat ,  above  Vicksburg,  March  25,  1863. 

Admiral:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  would  respect 
fully  report  that  the  Switzerland  and  Lancaster  were  sent  past  the 
batteries  of  Vicksburg  by  my  order  this  morning,  in  consequence  of 
receiving  an  urgent  request  from  Admiral  Farragut  for  their  assist¬ 
ance  to  aid  him  in  keeping  the  river  open  from  Vicksburg  to  Port 
Hudson,  and  in  destroying  the  enemy’s  communication  from  Bed 
River,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  passing  troops  over  the  river  to 
Warrenton  to  aid  in  the  destruction  of  the  formidable  batteries  now 
being  constructed  at  that  point. 

The  boats  started  before  daylight.  You  have  been  misinformed  of 
the  passage  being  made  in  open  day.  It  is  true  that  in  consequence 
of  the  injury  that  the  boats  sustained  they  did  not  get  past  before  the 
sun  had  risen,  yet  if  they  had  not  been  injured  and  obliged  to  float 
the}'  would  have  made  the  passage  before  it  was  fully  light. 

The  Lancaster,  I  regret  to  say,  is  a  total  loss;  her  boilers  were 
exploded,  and,  being  a  very  rotten  boat,  she  went  to  pieces  and  sunk 
immediately.  She  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A. 
Ellet. 

The  Switzerland  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Charles  R.  Ellet  in 
person,  who  also  commanded  the  expedition.  She  received  a  number 
of  shots,  but,  being  a  stronger  boat,  was  not  much  injured.  Her 
boiler  was  exploded  by  a  plunging  shot;  in  other  respects  the  damage 
was  not  material.  She  will  be  repaired  in  a  few  days,  and  is  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  where  I  trust  she  may  be  able  to  redeem  whatever  of  mishap  has 
attended  the  passage  of  the  Vicksburg  batteries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc..,  very  respectfully, 

Alfred  W.  Ellet, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S,  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 
in  defense  of  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  TJ.  S.  Army 

Flagship  Hartford, 

Below  Vicksburg ,  March  25,  1863. 

Dear  Admiral:  I  find  myself  in  a  most  awkward  predicament, 
being  here  with  only  my  ship  and  the  little  Albatross  as  a  tender,  per¬ 
fectly  unable  to  do  anything  but  go  up  and  down  the  river,  or,  what  is 
of  much  more  importance,  blockade  the  mouth  of  Red  River  for  a 
limited  period.  I  have  expressed  the  desire  to  3.  ou  to  have  an  ironclad, 
one,  at  least,  and  two  rams,  to  assist  me  in  this  matter,  and  I  now 
repeat  it,  so  that  when  it  becomes  absolutely  necessar}r  for  me  to  go 
down  the  river  to  replenish  my  provisions  and  resume  my  duties  in 
command  of  the  blockading  squadron,  that  I  nary  do  so  without  reopen¬ 
ing  the  Red  River  trade.  There  is  nothing  below  or  in  Red  River 
that  could  successfully  compete  with  an  ironclad  and  two  rams.  Gen¬ 
eral  Ellet  called  on  me  to  know  if  I  desired  two  of  his  rams.  I  replied 
to  him  that  I  needed  such  vessels  and  would  be  very  much  gratified  to 
have  them,  but  would  not  interfere  with  Admiral  Porter.  I  under¬ 
stood  his  boats  to  be  a  component  part  of  your  fleet.  He  said  all  he 
desired  was  to  know  if  I  considered  it  to  the  benefit  of  the  country 
and  of  the  cause  to  have  them  below  Vicksburg,  to  which  I  replied 
1,1  Certainly,”  and  he  said  that  was  all  he  desired  to  know,  and  that  he 
should  run  two  down  in  the  night.  I  told  him  although  I  was  very 
anxious  for  the  force  I  had  asked  of  you,  and  was  ignorant  of  your 
relative  positions,  1  feared  he  was  wrong  in  doing  so,  although  it  might 
be  done  with  safety  during  the  darkness  of  the  night,  which  he  said 
he  would  avail  himself  of.  I  had  made  an  arrangement  with  General 
Grant,  and  more  particularly  with  Colonel  Woods,  of  the  Seventy- 
sixth  Ohio  Volunteers,  to  convey  a  party  to  Warrenton  and  cover  their 
attack  at  that  place  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up  a  casemated  bat¬ 
tery  the  enemy  had  built  there,  which  General  Ellet  proposed  that  his 
two  rams  could  carry  over,  while  we  attacked  the  batteries  when  they 
should  arrive  below.  All  these  arrangements  were  made,  the  troops 
ready  for  embarkation,  the  night  serene  and  beautiful,  so  much  so  that 
1  sincerely  hoped  the  general  would  not  think  of  sending  his  vessels 
down.  And  just  as  I  had  come  to  that  conclusion,  between  half  past 
5  and  6  in  the  morning,  I  heard  the  batteries  open.  I  felt  that  all  was 
lost  unless  by  the  merest  accident.  My  fears  were  realized;  the  Lan¬ 
caster  was  totally  destroyed;  the  Sioitzerland  had  two  shots  in  her 
boilers,  otherwise  not  materially  injured.  My  engineer  says  her 
boilers  can  be  repaired  in  a  week.  Not  a  man  killed;  two  or  three 
unfortunate  negroes  were  badly  scalded,  some  of  whom  may  die.  It 
was  a  wonderful  escape  for  the  crew. 

I  write  this  letter  for  two  purposes — first,  to  exonerate  myself  from 
any  charge  of  a  disposition  to  interfere  with  your  command,  and,  sec¬ 
ond^7,  with  a  hope  to  excuse  General  Ellet  from  any  feeling  to  do  that 
which  he  thought  would  be  disagreeable  to  you;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
all  who  surrounded  him  at  the  time  thought,  and  so  expressed  them¬ 
selves,  that  it  would  be  in  accordance  with  your  wishes  if  3Tou  were 
present. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  state  that  I  shall  now  return  to  the  mouth  of 
Red  River,  which  I  consider  the  limit  of  my  jurisdiction  under  my  old 
orders,  but  which  will  be  curtailed  to  below  Port  Hudson,  once  I  pass 
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that  place,  until  it  is  captured  by  our  forces.  On  my  arrival  below 
I  shall  endeavor  to  communicate  with  General  Banks  across  the  isthmus 
opposite  Port  Hudson,  when  he  will  have  a  full  understanding- of  Gen¬ 
eral  Grant’s  views  as  to  an  attack  on  that  place  above  and  below. 

Very  truly, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 

Acting  Pear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Western  Flotilla. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  R.  S. 

Navy,  referring  to  expected  reinforcements  for  operations  against  Warrenton  and  block¬ 
ading  of  Red  River. 

Flagship  Hartford, 

Below  Vicksburg ,  March  25,  1863. 

Dear  Admiral:  Since  my  last  letter  I  have  received  your  last  letter 
by  my  secretary,  Mr.  Gabaudan,  and  am  delighted  to  find  that  our 
ideas  agree  so  well  on  the  subject  of  the  blockade  of  Red  River,  but 
you  say  nothing  cf  the  ironclads  and  rams  to  assist  me  in  that  opera¬ 
tion  when  I  shall  be  compelled  to  leave  them  and  make  my  way  clown 
to  New  Orleans.  I  was  in  hopes  that  you  would  have  been  here  in 
time  and  sent  me  an  ironclad  down  to  assist  in  demolishing  this  case- 
mated  battery  at  Warrenton  unless  a  force  is  landed  and  captures  it, 
a  thing  I  think  easily  accomplished  at  present,  as  the  town  is  sur¬ 
rounded  by  water  and  assistance  except  by  infantry  is  not  easily 
obtained. 

My  isolated  position  requires  that  I  should  be  more  careful  of  my 
ship  than  1  would  like  to  be  if  I  bad  my  fleet  with  me,  as  I  cannot  get 
to  a  machine  shop  or  obtain  the  most  ordinary  appliances  for  repairs 
without  fighting  my  way  to  them.  I  deeply  regret  the  rashness  of 
General  Ellet  in  sending  his  boats  past  the  batteries  in  broad  daylight, 
as  it  afforded  the  enemy  nothing  but  target  practice.  You  say  truly 
that  I  have  had  some  disasters  in  my  own  fleet  similar  to  those  of  the 
Indianola.  I  consider  the  Galveston  affair  the  greatest  blow  that  the 
Navy  has  sustained  during  the  war.  It  has  emboldened  our  enemies 
to  undertake  anything,  and  in  many  cases  demoralized  our  own  people. 
We  are  pretty  well  prepared  for  their  boarding. 

Wishing  you  every  success  in  your  different  undertakings, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 

[Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter.] 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Grant,  II.  S.  Army, 
referring  to  operations  against  Warrenton. 

Flagship  Hartford,  March  25,  1863. 

Dear  General:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  kind  note,  and, 
like  yourself,  deeply  regret  the  failure -of  the  rams  to  reach  mein 
order.  I  blame  myself  very  much  for  not  insisting  on  General  El  let’s 
waiting  for  a  dark  night.  I  was  so  much  afraid  of  their  impetuosity 
that  it  deprived  me  of  sleep  all  night,  but  I  never  for  a  moment  sup¬ 
posed  that  he  would  come  down  in  the  daytime.  The  Switzerlarid  is 
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not  much  injured.  My  engineers  inform  me  her  boilers  can  be  repaired 
in  four  days,  but  unless  she  goes  below  Warrenton  to  make  her  repairs 
she  will  be  blockaded,  so  as  to  have  to  run  it  in  the  night,  as  the 
enemy  is  working  very  industriously  to  mount  heavy  guns.  I  have 
shelled  them  three  or  four  times  very  heavily,  but  with  very  slight 
effect,  as  they  lie  down  until  we  are  finished  and  then  get  up  and  work 
industriously  again.  My  isolated  position  renders  it  necessary  that  I 
should  be  very  careful  of  my  ship,  and  hence  I  shall  drop  down  below 
the  town  until  I  know  the  result  of  your  determination  on  the  subject 
of  attacking  it.  My  idea  was  to  have  landed  your  men  in  the  Swit¬ 
zerland  and  covered  the  landing  with  my  ship.  I  hear  they  have  rein¬ 
forced  their  garrison  some  200  men  to-day.  I  do  not  know  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  overcoming  the  rifle  pits  as  those  who  have  to  face  them. 

I  regret  exceeding!}7,  general,  that  the  only  time  I  have  felt  the 
time  at  my  disposal  1  was  too  unwell  to  take  the  trip  up  to  see  you, 
but  1  would  have  been  delighted  to  see  you  on  board  at  any  time,  and 
hope  yet  to  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
I  feel,  however,  that  every  hour  that  I  am  absent  from  Red  River  is 
a  serious  loss  to  our  country  and  our  cause.  Permit  me  to  repeat  my 
sincere  thanks  for  your  kindness  in  affording  me  every  facility  in  your 
power  since  my  arrival  here. 

Wishing  you  every  success  in  all  your  undertakings,  1  remain, 

Very  truly,  vour  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farkagut, 

-Rear-Admiral. 

General  U.  S.  Grant. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  operations  against  Warrenton. 

March  26,  1863. 

Dear  Admiral:  Your  note  of  yesterday  is  just  received.  In  regard 
to  attacking  Warrenton,  I  do  not  know  what  now  to  sav. 

When  I  first  learned  that  twelve  to  fifteen  yawls  would  be  required, 
I  called  on  General  Ellet  for  them.  The  general  being  over  to  see 
you,  no  reply  was  received  (except  from  his  adjutant-general,  that  he 
thought  they  had  that  number)  until  the  general’s  return  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  when  he  informed  me  that  it  was  arranged  for  the  rams  and 
Hartford  to  transport  the  troops.  Ro  small  boats  would  be  required. 

After  learning  again  that  small  boats  would  be  Required,  I  again 
called  on  General  Ellet  for  them  and  only  learned  after  dark,  that, 
after  his  losses  of  these  vessels  with  the  rams,  he  could  not  furnish 
them.  I  then  sent  for  the  boats  belonging  to  the  transport  fleet,  and 
found  that  not  more  than  two  could  be  got.  By  this  time  so  much  of 
the  night  was  consumed  that  I  could  not  call  upon  the  navy  with  any 
prospect  of  getting  them  through  in  time  to  be  used  this  morning. 

About  9  o’clock  last  night  I  learned  that  a  force  of  apparently  about 
1,500  men  left  \  icksburg  in  the  direction  of  Warrenton.  I  communi¬ 
cated  this  fact  to  Colonel  [Charles  R.]  Woods,  and  left  it  for  you  and 
himself,  who  would  probably  have  better  means  of  knowing  the  desti¬ 
nation  of  these  troops,  to  judge  what  course  was  best  to  pursue.  With 
a  little  lower  stage  of  water  I  would  endeavor  to  occupy  blew  Carthage. 
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This  occupied,  and  one  gunboat  from  this  fleet  below  the  city,  the 
enemy  could  be  kept  out  of  Warrenton,  and  also  from  taking  supplies 
from  a  rich  country  that  can  be  reached  through  bayous  with  flatboats 
on  this  side  of  the  river. 

I  see  by  Southern  papers  received  yesterday  that  Vicksburg  must 
depend  upon  Louisiana  or  west  of  the  Mississippi  for  supplies.  "  Hold¬ 
ing  Red  River  from  them  is  a  great  step  in  the  direction  of  preventing 
this.  But  it  Avill  not  entirely  accomplish  the  object.  New  Carthage 
should  be  held,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  in  addition  we  should  have 
vessels  sufficient  below  to  patrol  the  whole  river  from  Warrenton  to 
the  Red  River.  I  will  have  a  consultation  with  Admiral  Porter  on 
this  subject.  I  am  happy  to  say  the  admiral  and  myself  have  never 
yet  disagreed  upon  any  policy. 

I  am  looking  for  a  mail  in  to-day,  and  should  one  arrive  with  later 
date  of  papers  than  you  have  already  been  furnished,  I  will  send  them 
over. 


I  am,  admiral,  very  truly,  yours, 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Major-  General. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  assistance  in  blockading  Red  River. 

Biggs’  Plantation, 

March  26 ,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 

Dear  Admiral:  As  1  have  nothing  now  to  detain  me  except  the 
desire  to  ascertain  what  assistance  you  can  afford  me  in  the  blockade 
of  Red  River,  I  beg  that  you  will  communicate  to  me  as  soon  as  you 
can  your  decision. 

The  engineers  say  they  can  have  the  boilers  and  machinery  of  the 
ram  Switzerland  repaired  in  three  or  four  days,  and  if  you  conclude 
to  allow  her  to  accompany  me  down  the  river  I  will  drop  down  at 
once  to  the  Indianola  and  set  your  man  at  work  and  afford  him  every 
assistance  in  my  power  in  effecting  her  destruction.  I  think,  however, 
that  can  be  easily  accomplished. 

As  I  have  already  said  to  you,  I  think  it  will  require  at  least  one  or 
two  ironclads  to  blockade  the  Red  River  effectually  when  I  shall  be 
compelled  to  leave  for  want  of  coal  and  provisions. 

I  was  on  my  way  up  to  visit  General  Grant  (not  knowing,  however, 
that  you  had  returned  until  I  reached  this  point  and  should  have  been 
agreeably  disappointed  in  seeing  you),  but  I  find  it  too  fatiguing  to  go 
farther. 

Wishing  3mu  and  your  command  every  possible  success,  and  hoping 
to  hear  from  you  very  soon,  so  that  I  may  drop  down  below  Warren¬ 
ton  battery, 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  above  Vicksburg. 
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Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  referring  to  the  guns  of  the  late  TJ.  S.  S.  Indianola. 


U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  March  2 6 ,  1863. 

My  Dear  Admiral:  I  send  down  to-night  a  barge  with  the  provi¬ 
sions  required  for  the  Hartford  and  the  other  steamers.  It  will  leave 
here  as  the  moon  goes  down,  and  no  doubt  will  go  safely.  If  it  does 
not,  and  the  rebels  get  it,  they  will  have  a  jollification.  They  have 
not  seen  a  piece  of  salt  pork  for  months. 

I  intended  to  get  over  to  see  you,  but  General  Grant  says  that  it  is 
a  very  long  walk.  I  have  been  so  much  confined  to  the  ship  since  I 
have  been  here  that  I  have  almost  lost  the  use  of  my  legs.  All  my 
time  is  spent  at  my  desk,  and  I  get  no  exercise,  which  does  not  agree 
with  me.  My  trip  up  the  river  has  been  of  great  service  to  me,  and  I 
feel  like  a  new  man.  I  wish  we  had  the  opportunity  to  move  about 
more,  but  the  rebels  are  up  to  all  our  dodges.  They  are  a  wide-awake 
set  of  fellows.  That  man  Acklin  says  that  the  rebels  have  the  guns  of 
the  Indianola  mounted  at  Red  River.  Can  not  you  ascertain  whether 
this  is  so  or  not?  She  had  two  Xl-inch  guns  in  her  casemate  and  two 
IX-inch  aft.  They  conld  easily  be  recovered,  if  they  are  still  on 
board.  Your  ship  could  hoist  out  the  IX-inch,  and,  by  blowing  up 
the  casemate,  drag  out  the  Xl-inch.  If  left  there,  they  will  have 
them  certainly.  1  have  a  diver  here  who  will  find  out  all  about  it,  if 
you  like.  Mr.  Kroehl  is  not  ready  to  blow  up  the  Indianola.  He 
wanted  so  many  things  to  do  it  with  that  I  told  him  to  let  it  alone. 
Please  remember  me  to  Jenkins  and  Palmer.  When  you  come  up 
again,  1  have  room  for  all  hands  to  come  and  stay  a  da}7  or  two  and 
enjoy  the  good  things  of  life,  of  which  I  keep  a  stock  on  hand.  1 
hope  they  will  be  serviceable. 

Your  son  got  over  here  safe,  and  I  took  him  in.  I  expect  he  will 
give  you  an  amusing  account  of  my  menage.  The  first  evening  he 
came  we  had  eight  dogs  in  the  cabin.  I  have  to  resort  to  all  kinds  of 
things  for  amusement.  Loyall  was  quite  at  home  on  mush  and  cream 
and  fresh  butter,  all  of  which  we  have  in  abundance. 

Kind  regards  to  all  friends,  and  believe  me 
Yours,  truly  and  sincerely, 


David  D.  Porter. 


[Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut.] 


I  have  written  to  the  honorable  Secretary  explaining  how  it  was 
that  the  ram  lancaster  was  lost.  She  was  a  miserable'  concern,  and 
would  not  have  been  of  the  slightest  use  to  you — all  worn-out. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  general  matters. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  River ,  March  26,  1863. 

My  Dear  Admiral:  Yours  of  the  26th,  at  Biggs’  plantation,  has 
been  received.  I  should  have  made  an  effort  to  get  down  to  see  you 
(and  hope  to  do  so  still),  but  I  thought  that  you  had  dropped  below 
Warrenton.  I  came  back  and  found  a  great  many  things  to  do — many 
letters  from  the  Secretary  requiring  immediate  answers.  General 
Filet,  with  his  new  brigade,  also  belongs  to  my  command,  and  I  have 
been  occupied  all  the  morning  with  him. 
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In  relation  to  the  Switzerland ,  keep  her  with  you,  but  please  make 
the  commander  understand  that  she  is  under  your  command,  or  he 
will  go  off  on  a  cruise  somewhere  before  you  know  it,  and  then  get 
the  ship  into  trouble.  She  is  a  very  formidable  ship  as  a  ram,  but  I 
would  never  expect  to  see  her  again  if  she  got  out  of  your  sight.  With 
her  and  the  Albatross  you  can  defy  all  the  vessels  the  rebels  have. 

The  great  object  is  to  cut  off  supplies.  For  that  reason  I  sent  down 
the  Queen  of  the  West  and  Indianola.  I  got  them  past  the  batteries 
without  a  hurt,  as  I  would  have  done  with  the  Lancaster  and  Switzer¬ 
land ,  had  I  been  here. 

I  would  with  great  pleasure  give  you  one  or  two  ironclads,  but  I 
have  none  that  is  fit  for  service  just  now,  and  the  fight  at  Haynes’ 
Bluff  must  come  off  soon.  The  Queen  of  the  West  or  the  Webb  would 
walk  right  through  these  ironclads,  while  a  ram  would  keep  them  in 
check.  They  say  the  rebels  have  the  Indianolal  s  guns.  Can  }rou 
ascertain  if  such  -is  the  fact?  At  low  water  the  whole  thing  will  be 
exposed.  It  will  be  an  object  for  you  to  remain  at  Red  River  as  long 
as  possible,  and.  I  hope  you  will  do  so.  It  is  death  to  these  people; 
they  get  all  their  grub  from  there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  U.  S.  Army,  transmitting  reports  regarding  the  pass¬ 
age  of  Vicksburg  by  the  U.  S,  rams  Switzerland  and  Lancaster. 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 

Flagship  Autocrat ,  above  Vicksburg ,  March  26,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  yesterday  in  response  to  a 
request  made  by  Admiral  Farragut  for  two  rams  to  aid  him  in  main¬ 
taining  possession  of  the  Mississippi  River  between  Vicksburg  and 
Port  Hudson,  and  to  destroy  the  enemy’s  communications  from  Red 
River,  I  ordered  the  Switzerland  and  Lancaster,  the  latter  in  command 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A.  Ellet,  the  former  commanded  by  Major 
John  [W.]  Lawrence,  the  expedition  being  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Charles  Rivers  Ellet,  who  was  on  the  Switzerland  in  person, 
to  pass  the  batteries  and  join  Admiral  Farragut  below.  I  regret  to 
sa}^  that  in  the  performance  of  this  order  the  Lancaster  was  blown  up 
and  totally  destroyed  by  the  terrible  fire  from  the  enemy’s  batteries. 
The  Switzerland  also  received  a  X-inch  shell  in  her  boilers  when 
opposite  the  center  of  the  enemy’s  line  of  defenses,  totally  disabling 
her;  she  floated  past  and  finally  escaped  without  more  serious  injury. 
I  have  now  on  board  a  large  force  of  mechanics  who  will  have  her 
repaired  and  in  a  few  days  again  ready  for  efficient  service.  I  enclose 
a  copy  of  the  letter  received  from  Admiral  Farragut,  which,  taken  in 
connection  with  my  own  knowledge  of  the  great  importance  of  the 
interest  involved,  induced  me  to  undertake  the  enterprise. 

1  deem  it  proper  in  this  report  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the 
great  gallantry  displayed  by  the  officers  and  men  composing  the  crews 
of  these  vessels  under  circumstances  of  the  most  imminent  peril. 
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When  I  arrived  on  board  the  Switzerland ,  which  I  did  in  company 
with  Captain  W.  D.  Crandall,  assistant  adjutant-general,  as  soon  as  I 
discovered  that  she  was  disabled,  I  found  perfect  order  prevailing. 
Although  the  shot  was  still  falling  fast,  not  a  man  showed  the  slight¬ 
est  trepidation;  and  a  proud  determination  was  expressed  never  to 
lower  the  tattered  remnant  of  a  flag  yet  flying,  which  had  been  run  up 
by  their  colonel’s  own  hand,  in  reply  to  the  enemy’s  wild  clamor  when 
they  supposed  that  his  boat  was  destroyed  by  seeing  the  escape  of 
steam.  Of  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A.  Ellet  I  must  make  special 
mention,  who,  after  saving  his  own  crew  from  the  sunken  Lancaster , 
was  pulled  in  an  open  yawl  by  two  negroes  through  a  terrible  fire  of 
shell  and  grape  for  a  distance  of  nearly  2  miles,  to  offer  his  assistance 
to  the  crew  of  the  disabled  Switzerland. 

I  enclose  the  separate  report  of  Colonel  Charles  Livers  Ellet  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A.  Ellet. 

Very  respectfully,  '  [A.  W.  Ellet.] 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet,  TJ.  S.  Army, 
to  report  for  orders  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  River ,  March  27,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  report  yourself  to  Admiral  Farragut,  and  until  fur¬ 
ther  orders  act  under  his  command.  As  you  may  not  be  familiar  with 
the  rules  of  the  Navy,  I  hereby  inform  you  that  you  must  do  nothing, 
no  matter  how  trifling,  without  the  order  or  permission  of  Admiral 
Farragut,  to  whom  you  will  present  this  order. 

Respectfully,  your. obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A.  Ellet, 

Commanding  Ram  Switzerland. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet,  U.  S.  Army, 

commanding  U.  S.  ram  Switzerland. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  March  28,  1863. 

Sir:  When  your  vessel  is  ready  for  service  you  will  proceed  to  join 
Admiral  Farragut,  but  be  particular  that  the  batteries  at  Warrenton 
are  passed  at  night  when  the  moon  is  down. 

I  consider  that  the  loss  of  the  Lancaster  was  owing  to  proper  pre¬ 
caution  not  having  been  taken  in  this  respect,  and  where  the  object  in 
view  was  not  properly  considered.  If  the  admiral  and  Albatross  have 
passed  out  of  sight,  you  will  move  down  within  5  miles  of  Grand  Gulf 
and  pass. that  place  at  night,  joining  Admiral  Farragut  at  Red  River. 

You  will  comply  with  these  instructions  to  the  letter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

#  David  D.  Porter, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A.  Ellet, 

Commanding  Ram  Switzerland. 
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Order  of  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet,  TJ.  S.  Army, 
to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  ram  Switzerland  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut. 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 

Flagship  Autocrat ,  above  Vicksburg ,  March  28,  1863. 
Colonel:  You  will  proceed  on  board  the  ram  Switzerland ,  now 
lying  below  the  Vicksburg  batteries,  and  assume  command  of  that 
boat.  You  will  hurry  the  work  of  repairing  the  boat  now  progressing, 
and  when  ready  for  duty,  will  report  to  Admiral  Farragut,  on  flagship 
Hartford ,  and  during  your  stay  below  Vicksburg  will  receive  orders 
from  him  and  cooperate  with  him  to  the  best  of  your  ability  to  attain 
the  object  for  which  your  boat  was  sent  past  the  batteries,  which  was 
to  destroy  the  enemy’s  communication  from  lied  River  and  cut  off  his 
supplies  and  keep  possession  of  the  river  between  Vicksburg  and  Port 
Hudson.  You  will  institute  a  most  rigorous  discipline,  keeping  at  all 
times,  both  day  and  night,  a  competent  and  efficient  watch  to  avoid 
being  surprised.  You  will  in  all  cases  endeavor  to  find  such  a  place 
for  lying  up  that  an  enemy  can  not  approach  your  boat  without  pass¬ 
ing  through  deep  water,  and  never  upon  any  account  permit  your 
steam  to  get  so  low  that  your  boat  can  not  be  handled.  In  all  other 
matters  you  must  use  }Tour  own  good  judgment,  and  I  have  full  confi¬ 
dence  to  believe  that  I  shall  hear  a  good  account  of  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  W.  Ellet, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade „ 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet,  TJ.  S.  Army,  acknowledging  receipt  of  orders. 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 

Flagship  Autocrat ,  March  28,  1863. 

Admiral:  Your  communication  bearing  date  March  28,  giving  me 
instructions  in  regard  to  my  operations  down  the  river,  has  been 
received. 

I  immediately  referred  them  to  Brigadier-General  Alfred  W.  Ellet 
in  accordance  with  a  general  order  of  the  command  now  in  force,  which 
I  enclose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Ellet, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel ,  Commanding  Ram  Fleet. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Above  Vicksburg . 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  U.  S. 

Army,  charging  disrespect. 

•  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  River ,  March  31,  1863. 

General:  I  have  received  a  communication  from  Lieutenant-Colonel 
John  A.  Ellet  in  relation  to  certain  instructions  I  gave  him  about  his 
operations  down  the  Mississippi  River.  It  appears  that  his  communi¬ 
cation  was  forwarded  to  me  by  you,  which  I  consider  disrespectful.  I 
have  ordered  the  arrest  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A.  Ellet  and  shall 
have  him  tried  by  court-martial. 
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It  should  be  known  to  you  that  any  order  I  give  to  an}r  vessel 
of  the  Marine  Brigade  should  be  promptly  obeyed.  I  do  not  recog¬ 
nize  your  authority  to  give  any  orders  relating  to  the  management  of 
the  ram  fleet  or  the  brigade  without  orders  from  me.  The  answer  to 
my  communication  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Ellet  is  evidently  an 
attempt  to  disregard  my  authority,  and  I  shall  meet  it,  as  I  do  all  cases 
of  insubordination,  with  that  promptness  necessar}T  to  keep  up  proper 
discipline. 

I  should  like  to  see  your  answer  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Lllet. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  A.  W.  Ellet, 

Commanding  Marine  Brigade ,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  IJ.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IJ.  S. 

Navy,  assuming  responsibility  for  the  course  of  bis  subordinate  officer. 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 

Flagship  Autocrat ,  off  Young'' s  Point ,  April  1, 1863. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  31st  of  March,  informing  me  that  you  had  ordered 
the  arrest  of  one  of  m}^  officers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A.  Ellet,  for 
obedience  to  my  orders.  Permit  me  to  say,  Admiral,  that  I  assume  all 
the  responsibility  attached  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet’s  course,  who 
acted  under  a  general  order  emanating  from  these  headquarters  to  the 
effect  that  no  officer  of  the  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade  should  move  a 
vessel  of  this  command  without  first  obtaining  the  sanction  of  the 
general  commanding  or,  in  his  absence,  of  the  highest  officer  present. 
Permit  me  further  to  state  that  while  I  retain  command  of  the  brigade 
no  subordinate  officer  will  be  permitted  to  execute  any  order  not  trans¬ 
mitted  through  the  proper  military  channel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  W.  Ellet, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  U.  S. 

Army,  requesting  an  interview. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  April  2,  1863. 

Sir:  Will  you  please  come  on  board  the  flagship?  I  wish  to  confer 
with  you. 

Very  respectful^,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Brigadier-General  A.  W.  Ellet, 

Commanding  Marine  Brigade ,  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  guns  of  the  late  U.  S.  S.  Indianola. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Below  Vicksburg ,  March  27 ,  1863. 

My  Dear  Admiral:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  stat¬ 
ing-  that  the  provisions  will  be  down  to-night.  I  hope  they  will  come 
safely. 

I  will  look  for  the  guns  of  the  Indianola.  Acklin  said  they  got  two  of 
them;  one  was  thrown  overboard,  one  burst  at  the  muzzle,  and  the  two 
saved  were  sent  to  Alexandria.  I  doubt  this  last,  but  I  will  look  to  it. 
I  am  glad  Kroehl  has  given  it  up.  I  think  we  can  do  the  work  well 
enough  with  barrels  of  powder.  I  hope  she  will  slide  off  into  deep 
water  and  disappear.  I  do  not  see  how  the  rebels  managed  to  get  the 
guns  off  of  her.  Palmer  and  Jenkins  are  well  and  send  their  regards 
to  yon.  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  offer  to  stay  with 
you  when  I  come  up  again,  but  I  think  this  is  my  last  trip  up  the 
river. 

My  mental  work  has  nearly  worn  me  out.  1  think  if  I  get  down 
safely  I  will  ask  to  be  relieved. 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  your  kindness  to  my  son.  I  think 
you  will  find  him  a  fine  boy,  although  an  only  son.  The  enemy  is 
wyorking  so  hard  at  Warrenton  to  block  you  up  that  I  think  I  shall  go 
down  to-night,  but  I  still  trust  that  you  will  send  a  force  sufficient  to 
blockade  Red  River  before  I  am  compelled  to  leave. 

Wishing  3’ou  every  success  in  your  work  and  a  confirmation  of  rank, 
1  remain, 

Very  truly,  3’our  friend, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Flotilla ,  above  Vicksbui'g. 

The  Albatross  will  be  on  the  lookout  for  the  lighter  of  provisions. 

D.  G.  F. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  urging  the  need  of  additional  force  for  holding  Red  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Below  Vicksburg ,  Miss. ,  March  27 ,  1863. 

My  Dear  Admiral:  I  received  last  evening  your  letter  in  reply  to 
mine  of  3Testerday  from  Biggs’  farm. 

Although  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  Switzerland ,  as  she  can 
be  of  great  service  to  me  if  she  succeeds  in  passing  the  batteries  at 
Warrenton  and  Grand  Gulf,  still  I  regret  exceedingly  that  you  can 
not  let  me  have  two  ironclads. 

You  misunderstood  my  object  if  you  supposed  that  I  wanted  these 
vessels  for  our  greater  security;  for  whatever  may  be  the  fact,  I  assure 
you  that  I  have  not  the  slightest  apprehension  of  all  the  forces  of  the 
enemy  that  I  know  of  in  this  river  and  in  its  tributaries.  My  desire 
was  to  make  you  fully  comprehend  my  isolated  position,  separated 
from  one  of  the  most  extensive  commands  on  our  seacoast,  without  the 
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ability  of  communicating  with  them  except  by  fighting  my  way  back, 
to  do  which  I  shall  have  to  abandon  the  blockade  of  Red  River,  which, 
like  yourself,  I  deem  the  most  important  point  at  present;  still  my 
time  is  limited,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  leave  Red  River  until  you  can 
supply  a  force  adequate  to  the  blockade  which  I  have  asked  for.  If 
this  can  be  done  in  a  month  or  six  weeks  I  shall  hope  to  maintain  the 
blockade  during  that  period,  and  will  try  to  open  a  communication 
with  General  Banks  across  the  point  opposite  Port  Hudson. 

I  should  have  been  very  much  gratified  to  have  seen  and  talked  these 
matters  over  with  you  as  I  did  with  General  Grant  yesterday;  he  may 
be  able  to  give  you  our  views  then  entertained.  I  see  that  general’s 
great  difficulty  in  acting  below  Vicksburg  is  the  want  of  transportation, 
which,  whenever  he  can  obtain,  Grand  Gulf  should  be  occupied,  as 
their  30-pounder  Parrott  are  quite  an  annoyance.  They  appear  to  be 
fortifying  Warrenton  either  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  our  vessels 
or  in  anticipation  of  an  attack;  I  shall  therefore  drop  dowm  this  even¬ 
ing  or  to-night,  as  I  must  not  expose  my  ship  more  than  is  necessary. 

With  a  strong  hope  that  you  will  yet  be  able  to  furnish  the  force  I 
ask  in  time  for  holding  Red  River, 

I  remain,  very  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  U.  A.  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Colonel  Charles  Ellet,  IT.  S.  Army,  com¬ 
manding  IT.  S.  ram  Switzerland. 

Below  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  March  27,  [. 1863]. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 
placing  you  and  your  vessel  under  my  command  for  the  present.  I 
wish,  therefore,  that  you  will  fill  her  up  with  coal,  and  as  soon  as  your 
repairs  are  made  come  down  to  the  Indianola,  a  little  below  New  Car¬ 
thage,  and  join  me.  I  shall  wait  there  a  day  or  two  in  order  to 
destroy  that  vessel.  You  will  pass  the  batteries  at  Warrenton  in  the 
night,  so  as  to  bring  your  vessel  down  in  good  order. 

I  shall  probably  drop  down  to-night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  G.  Farragut,] 

Rear-Admiral. 

Colonel  Charles  Ellet, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ram  Switzerland. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  the  necessity  of  reducing  the 

Warrenton  batteries. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Below  Vicksburg ,  Miss. ,  March  27,  1863. 

Sir:  Upon  my  arrival  here  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  a  length}^ 
communication  in  relation  to  my  passage  up  this  river.  My  object,  as 
1  then  stated,  was  to  communicate  with  General  Grant  and  Admiral 
Porter,  and  to  apply  to  the  latter  for  an  adequate  force — i.  e.,  two 
ironclads  and  two  rams  to  blockade  Red  River,  which  would  leave  me  at 
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liberty  to  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  return  to  New 
Orleans  and  assume  the  command  of  my  squadron,  from  which  I  am 
now  entirely  separated. 

The  absence  of  Admiral  Porter  up  the  Yazoo  prevented  my  com¬ 
municating  with  him  and  receiving  his  linal  answer  until  last  night, 
when  he  informed  me  that  he  could  at  present  only  spare  me  the  ram 
Switzerland ,  which  had  been  sent  down  by  General  Ellet,  together 
with  another,  called  the  Lancaster ,  two  days  ago,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  attack  upon  Warrenton  and  assisting  me  in  the  blockade 
of  Red  River.  General  Ellet,  however,  from  an  excess  of  zeal,  sent 
his  vessels  down  in  open  davlig'ht,  in  consequence  of  which  one  was 
totally  destroyed  and  the  other,  the  Switzerland ,  seriously  damaged, 
but  she  will  be  ready  for  service  in  a  day  or  two,  and  will  accompany 
me  down  to  Red  River,  which  place  I  hope  to  blockade  and  cut  off  the 
enemy’s  supplies  to  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  until  Admiral  Porter 
sends  me  an  adequate  force  to  perform  that  duty,  when  I  shall 
endeavor  to  run  by  the  batteries  at  Port  Hudson  and  rejoin  my 
command. 

I  have  obtained  from  General  Grant  and  Admiral  Porter  a  full  sup¬ 
ply  of  coal  to  last  me,  with  great  economy,  a  month  or  six  weeks. 

The  enemy  have  now  made  their  fortifications  at  Warrenton  so  for¬ 
midable  that  it  is  hazardous  for  the  vessels  to  pass  up  by  that  place  to 
obtain  their  supplies,  and  until  those  batteries  are  reduced  the  chance 
of  getting  supplies  from  this  end  of  the  line,  as  well  as  from  the  other, 
will  be  very  precarious;  although  they  floated  me  a  coal  barge  down 
past  Vicksburg  with  perfect  success,  and  by  choosing  dark  nights  they 
may  succeed  frequently  still,  notwithstanding  that  this  fortification  at 
Warrenton  increases  the  distance  some  5  or  6  miles. 

I  have  attacked  the  Warrenton  batteries  some  three  different  times 
since  I  have  been  here,  and  although  my  ship  and  boats  have  suffered 
much,  I  have  lost  no  lives,  nor  had  any  wounded,  but  as  the  enemy 
has  had  two  or  three  days  to  prepare  in,  my  passage  down  may  not  be 


so  successful. 

I  have  urged  upon  Admiral  Porter  the  necessity  of  sending  me  the 
force  which  1  have  requested  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  as,  when 
the  time  arrives,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  quit  Red  River  and  take  my 
chances  for  New  Orleans. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Endorsement.] 


Porter  should  send  boats  below. 


W[elles]. 


Report  of  tile  secretary  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  covering  operations  from 

March  27  to  April  7,  1863. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Of  New  Orleans ,  April  13,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  about  daybreak,  the  admiral,  in 
the  Hartford ,  engaged  the  batteries  at  Warrenton,  3  miles  below 
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Vicksburg,  and  passed  below  it.  On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  before 
daylight,  the  Albatross,  having  taken  in  a  full  supply  of  provisions  from 
a  barge  which  had  been  floated  down  the  previous  morning  by  Admiral 
Porter,  also  passed  the  Warrenton  battery  and  anchored  near  the  flag¬ 
ship.  It  was  blowing  quite  heavily  from  the  north,  and  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  29th,  about  1  a.  m.,  the  wharf  boat  Vicksburg  having  broken 
adrift  from  her  moorings  at  the  city,  floated  down  and  ran  ashore 
opposite  to  where  the  Hartford  and  Albatross  were  anchored.  During 
the  day  (29th)  an  officer  was  sent  on  board  of  the  Vicksburg ,  but  found 
that  her  machinery  had  all  been  removed,  and  she  had  nothing  on 
board  save  four  muskets  and  accouterments,  which  probably  belonged 
to  the  guard.  While  the  admiral  was  hesitating  as  to  the  propriety  of 
retaining  her  as  a  wharf  boat,  or  rather  depot,  the  rebels  came  down 
and  (on  the  night  of  the  30th)  burned  her. 

The  Switzerland ,  Hartford ,  and  Albatross  being  all  filled  up  with 
coal  and  provisions  floated  down  by  General  Grant  and  Admiral  Por¬ 
ter  in  barges,  the  damages  to  the  Switzerland  being  fully  repaired, 
that  vessel  passed  Warrenton  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  and  at  day¬ 
light  the  little  squadron  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  river  to 
a  Mr.  Turner’s  plantation,  where,  on  our  passage  up,  we  had  seen  the 
wreck  of  the  Indianola.  We  found  no  traces  of  the  wreck,  but  learned 
that  it  had  slid  ofl  into  deep  water  during  the  late  gale.  We  anchored 
at  this  place  and  remained  until  about  6:30  p.  m.,  when  we  got  under¬ 
way,  proceeded  down,  and  engaged  the  battery  at  Grand  Gulf.  This 
battery  consisted  of  some  two  or  three  heavy  guns  sent  down  from 
Vicksburg.  One  of  these  guns  was  mounted  upon  a  steamer  which 
had  been  concealed  up  the  Big  Black  River.  The  enemy  also  had  a 
light  field  battery.  The}7  struck  the  Switzerland  twice,  doing  no  dam¬ 
age,  however;  the  Albatross  was  not  struck  at  all.  The  Hartford  was 
struck  only  once,  but  this  shot  struck  an  iron  hammock  stanchion, 
threw  a  fragment  of  it  forward  nearly  half  the  length  of  the  ship,  and 
killed - Jones,  landsman;  this  was  our  only  casualty. 

We  passed  this  battery  in  about  fifteen  minutes  and  anchored  below 
Grand  Gulf  for  the  night. 

At  daylight  on  the  1st  instant  got  underway,  proceeded  to  the  mouth 
of  Red  River,  where  we  anchored  about  sundown,  destroying  in  our 
passage  down  a  large  number  of  skiffs  and  flatboats. 

We  remained  blockading  Red  River  at  its.  mouth  until  the  morning 
of  the  6th  instant,  when  we  got  underway  at  about  4:30  a.  m.  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  down  to  Bayou  Sara,  where  we  stopped,  seized  upon  and  threw 
into  the  river  about  10,000  sacks  of  corn,  and  then  proceeded  on  our 
way  to  Port  Hudson,  where  we  anchored  about  5  miles  above  the 
batteries  at  3  p.  m.  on  the  6tli. 

On  the  evening  of  the  Tth,  at  8:15  p.  m.,  I  left  the  Hartford ,  and 
boarded  the  Richmond.,  off  Baton  Rouge,  about  2  a.  m.  on  the  8th 
instant. 

The  health  of  the  squadron  above  is  good. 

V ery  respectfully  submitted,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  Gabaudan, 

Rear- Admiral’s  Secretary. 

Commodore  H.  W.  Morris, 

Commanding  Loiver  Division  of  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  general  affairs. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  River ,  March  28,  1863. 

My  Dear  Admiral:  You  misunderstood  the  purport  of  my  letter.* 
I  never  supposed  for  a  moment  that  you  wanted  the  ironclads  for  your 
own  security,  for  the  Hartford  could  whip  all  the  rebel  navy  in  these 
waters.  I  only  spoke  of  the  greater  efficiency  of  the  Switzerland.  1 
have  here  only  five  ironclads  that  can  stem  the  current — not  mention¬ 
ing-  the  Lafayette,  which  I  had  brought  down  here  to  have  her  com¬ 
pleted.  She  will  not  be  fit  for  service  for  a  time  to  come. 

If  you  could  see  the  five  ironclads  that  have  just  returned  from  the 
most  remarkable  expedition  vessels  ever  started  on,  you  would  not 
think  them  very  suitable  for  running  any  distance.  They  are  almost 
to  pieces — rudders  gone,  pipes  down,  every  boat  smashed,  decks  swept, 
and  wheels  broken. 

“The  play  was  worth  the  candle,”  and,  had  we  got  through  and 
formed  a  junction  with  the  expedition  that  got  through  Yazoo  Pass,  it 
would  have  settled  Vicksburg.  But  I  could  not  afford  to  run  any 
risks,  and,  our  army  being  far  behind  for  want  of  transportation,  I 
gave  it  up  (as  1  since  found  out)  very  wisely,  as  the  enemy  sent  6,000 
men  up  there  with  heavy  guns.  So  we  had  all  our  knocking  to  pieces 
for  nothing.  That  I  don’t  mind,  as  long  as  I  lose  none  of  the  vessels; 
for  our  people  at  the  North  howl  so  over  the  loss  of  an  old  rat-trap  that 
it  makes  me  cautious.  My  idea  is,  “  Nothing  venture,  nothing  gain.” 

I  thought  you  wanted  the  ironclads  right  off,  which  could  not  very 
well  be  done;  but  I  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  getting  a  force  to  Red 
River  before  you  leave.  We  are  going  to  work  our  way  down  the 
Bayou  Marion,  and  some  morning  you  will  see  us  coming  out  of  the 
mouth  of  Red  River.  Please  don’t  send  a  broadside  into  us. 

The  route  I  speak  of  is  very  practicable,  and  is  now  open.  There 
will  be  some  fighting  to  do,  but  that  we  get  paid  for. 

I  hope  you  received  your  provisions.  I  heard  a  gun  fire  about  the 
time  the  barge  arrived  opposite  the  town,  which  I  presume  was  an 
alarm  given,  caused  by  the  smell  of  pork,  which  the  nostrils  of  the 
rebels  are  not  used  to'.  Could  they  have  captured  that  barge,  they 
would  have  saluted  with  200  guns. 

I  don’t  know  yet  how  our  expedition  down  the  Yazoo  Pass  gets 
along.  They  waited  one  week  longer  than  they  should  have  done  for 
some  soldiers;  when  their  orders  were  to  push  on  and  wait  for  nothing. 
They  gave  the  enemy  just  time  to  erect  a  fort  of  six  heavy  guns, 
which  our  fellows  have  been  fighting  ever  since,  with  a  loss  of  36 
killed  and  wounded. 

When  I  get  all  my  chickens  together  we  will  commence  the  descent 
of  the  Bayou  Ma?on  into  Red  River.  If  the  rebels  have  not  recovered 
those  IX-inch  guns,  we  can  clean  out  that  country  in  a  short  time.  If 
they  have  got  them  they  can  give  us  trouble  in  a  narrow  river  where 
only  two  vessels  can  fight  abreast. 

Your  son  went  up  last  night.  I  sent  him  in  one  of  our  vessels. 

I  was  sorry  not  to  see  you  before  you  went,  but  1  was  so  worn-out 
after  the  late“  expedition  that  I  was  not  fit  to  attempt  the  walk.  1  have 
been  suffering  lately  with  dysentery,  and  am  not  strong.  Remember 


*See  p.  28. 
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me  to  Palmer  and  Jenkins,  and  when  yon  meet  my  old  friend  Alden, 
say  a  thousand  .kind  things  for  me.  T  hope  it  is  not  true  that 
Cummings  is  killed.  He  was  a  gallant  officer  and  too  good  a  man  to 
lose. 

With  best  wishes  for  your  success  and  safe  arrival  below, 

I  remain  truly  and  sincerely  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Acting  Rear- A  dmiral. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Colonel  Ellet,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding 

the  passage  of  the  batteries. 

Below  Warrenton,  Miss.,  A£arch28,  \_1863\. 

Colonel:  I  am  informed  that  your  boilers  will  be  repaired  by  noon 
to-morrow. 

1  do  not  know  how  you  can  supply  yourself  with  fuel  below.  Having 
been  down  yourself  in  the  Queen  of  the  West,  you  know  what  your 
chances  are  for  procuring  wood;  but  if  a  barge  comes  down  with  pro¬ 
visions,  I  think  that  you  would  do  well  to  put  some  coal  into  it  from 
the  coal  barge  and  bring  it  down  with  you.  It  will  tow  well,  but  the 
coal  barge  will  subject  you  to  a  heavy  tire  at  Grand  Gulf. 

I  wish  you  to  pass  both  batteries  at  night,  for  we  must  remember 
that  we  have  no  facilities  for  repairs  after  we  leave  here  until  we 
return  or  reach  New  Orleans;  besides  we  must  be  careful  of  the  lives 
intrusted  to  us. 

I  shall  await  you  at  New  Carthage. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  G.  Farragut,] 

Rear-Admiral. 

Colonel  Charles  Ellet, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ram  Switzerland. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Hart,  IT.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Albratross,  regarding  coal  and  provisions. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Below  Warrenton,  Miss. ,  March  28,  1863. 

Captain:  Did  the  barge  come  down  or  not?  If  it  did,  and  you  find 
the  provisions  too  many  to  bring  between  you  and  the  Switzerland , 
you  had  better  tow  the  barge  down  to-night,  for  1  fear  that  it  has 
been  captured,  in  which  event  you  had  better  see  if  the  amount  you 
require  can  not  be  brought  down  through  the  canal.  I  am  anxious  to 
get  down  the  river  as  far  as  New  Carthage,  but  am  afraid  to  leave 
here  until  you  are  past  the  batteries.  If  you  come  down  at  night  I 
think  there  will  be  no  risk  of  damag’e,  as  they  have  nothing  heavier 
than  a  30-pounder  Parrott. 

If  the  barge  comes  down  with  provisions  I  think  Colonel  Ellet  had 
better  fill  her  with  coal  from  the  coal  barge  and  bring  her  down  with 
him;  otherwise  I  do  not  see  how  he  is  to  obtain  fuel  when  his  present 
stock  is  exhausted.  If  the  barge  is  down,  or  comes  to-night,  you  had 
better  come  along  down  with  it.  I  shall  spend  a  day  or  two  at  New 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


89 


Carthage  in  trying  to  destroy  the  Indianola,  and  you  can  both  meet 
me  there.  If  in  coming  down  you  are  disabled  show  a  red  lantern 
and  we  will  go  to  your  assistance. 

Very  respectfully, 

[D.  G.  Farragut,] 

Rear -A  dm  iral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  John  E.  Hart, 

Commanding  77.  S.  S.  Albatross. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S. 

Navy,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  provisions  and  referring  to  various  operations. 

Below  Warren  ton,  March  30 ,  \1863\. 

My  Dear  Admiral:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  arrival  of  a  barge 
load  of  provisions,  for  which  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you. 

They  tired,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  officers  of  the  Alba¬ 
tross,  some  fifteen  shot,  but  only  touched  her  once,  and  then  did  her' 
no  damage,  as  the  shot  passed  through  one  corner.  I  now  have  all 
my  provisions  on  board,  but  the  weather  has  been  so  cold  and  dis¬ 
agreeable,  to  say  nothing  of  its  blowing  a  gale  of  wind,  I  have  not 
cared  to  drop  down. 

It  appears  that  the  old  Vicksburg  broke  adrift  from  her  moorings 
at  the  city,  and  she  came  down  upon  us  at  1  o’clock  in  the  morning. 
We  thought  that  the  enemy  were  upon  us,  but  soon  discovered  her  to 
be  a  harmless  hulk,  as  she  went  down  a  little  below  us,  at  which  I  was 
much  gratified,  as  it  enables  me  to  show  the  officers  and  men  of  this 
ship  the  difference  between  the  effects  of  ramming  and  the  accounts 
of  the  same.  We  were  told  that  the  Queen  of  the  West  ran  into  and 
sank  the  Vicksburg ;  the  fact  is  the  boat  was  scarcely  injured,  and  the 
ram  barely  broke  the  outer  rim  of  her  guard;  nor  do  1  believe  that 
the  Indianola  was  seriously  injured,  or  else  why  would  our  people 
have  cut  the  pipes  to  sink  her?  I  shall,  however,  make  it  my  busi¬ 
ness  to  carefully  examine  these  points,  as  I  find  that  it  is  by  such 
stories  as  these  that  our  people  are  demoralized.  I  may  take  the 
Vicksburg  down  with  me,  although  I  am  afraid  that  she  will  prove  an 
elephant  and  be  a  source  of  more  trouble  than  profit  to  me,  in  which 
case,  however,  I  can  alwa}^s  burn  her.  She  had  nothing  in  her  save 
some  four  or  five  muskets  and  the  bedding  of  the  guard;  all  the 
machinery  and  everything  belonging  to  her  has  been  removed. 

I  most  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  succeed  in  your  contemplated 
enterprise  down  the  Ma?on.  I  shall  watch  for  you  with  intense  inter¬ 
est,  but  do  not  come  out  in  the  night,  because  it  will  be  out  of  my 
power  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe;  in  the  daytime,  however,  your 
flag  will  suffice  to  designate  your  nationality.  If  your  transports  get 
through  to  Red  River,  it  seems  to  me  that  by  landing  20,000  men  at 
Bayou  Sara,  and  General  Banks  moving  up  from  Baton  Rouge  upon 
Port  Pludson,  that  place  must  fall. 

I  am  in  hopes  that  the  Switzerland  will  be  down  to-night,  as  I  do 
not  like  to  leave  before  I  see  her  down,  for  fear  that  some  additional 
accident  may  happen  to  her. 

Very  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

[D.  G.  Farragut,] 

Rear-Admiral. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  making  recommendations  to  the 
Department  regarding  the  blockading  of  Red  River. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  River ,  March  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  urgent  applications  from  Admiral  Farragut  to 
send  him  two  ironclads  for  the  purpose  of  blockading  Red  River  when 
he  leaves  that  place. 

The  time  was  when  two  ironclads  (or  the  two  vessels  1  did  send 
there)  would  have  sufficed  to.  blockade  Red  River  effectually,  but  the 
fact  of  the  Queen  of  the  West  being  on  the  other  side  instead  of  on 
ours,  makes  it  necessary  to  send  a  more  effective  force  than  the  one 
asked  for.  I  am  anxious  to  consult  the  public  interest,  and  could  I 
have  done  so  with  safety,  would  have  sent  a  force  belowT  long  since. 
In  my  judgment,  the  Lancaster  and  Switzerland  were  not  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  Ito  go,  and  I  waS  right  in  my  opinion,  for  a  single  shot  striking 
the  hull  of  the  Lancaster  cut  her  right  in  two.  She  was  not  fit  for  a 
coal  barge  even,  so  old  and  rotten  was  she.  The  other  got  through 
more  by  good  luck  than  good  management.  I  have  other  vessels  here, 
it  is  true,  but  when  they  go  below  they  will  not  be  able  to  get  up 
again.  There  are  three  points  on  the  Mississippi  River  between  this 
and  Red  River  which  none  of  our  Rook  steamers  can  pass  on  account 
of  current. 

I  must  keep  something  ready  for  important  operations  here,  and, 
taking  everything,  into  consideration,  ni}r  judgment  tells  me  that  the 
admiral  should  stay  at  Red  River  as  long  as  his  vessels  will  float.  I 
have  supplied  him  with  provisions  and  coal,  and  can  continue  to  do  so. 
He  could  not  be  of  such  service  anywhere  as  where  he  is  now,  and 
even  if  he  goes  himself  he  should  not  withdraw  his  vessels,  which  are 
the  only  means  of  starving  out  Port  Hudson.  I  can  not,  of  course, 
make  these  suggestions  to  Admiral  Farragut,  but  if  the  Department 
thinks  with  me  they  might  express  such  wishes;  the  admiral  would  be 
satisfied,  I  am  sure,  to  carry  out  the  programme. 

No  one  knows  except  those  here  the  importance  of  stopping  up  Red 
River  and  commanding  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi.  The  loss  of 
a  few  vessels  on  our  side  is  nothing  compared  to  the  injury  we  inflict 
on  the  whole  Southern  Confederacy. 

General  Grant  will  soon  want  gunboats  on  the  other  side  of  Vicks¬ 
burg,  if  he  thinks  of  occupying  Grand  Gulf — which  he  talks  of.  In 
that  case  Admiral  Farragut  will  be  released,  for  I  should  find  it 
necessary  (to  support  General  Grant)  to  run  the  whole  fleet  below, 
with  eight  months’  provisions  and  coal. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  U.  S.  ram  Switzerland, 

announcing  readiness  for  movement. 

Mississippi  River  Ram  Fleet, 

Y.  S.  Steam  Ram  Switzerland ,  below  Vicksburg ,  March  30,  1863. 
Dear  Uncle:  We  got  steam  up  late  yesterday  evening  and  moved 
the  boat  inside  the  crevasse.  Everything  worked  like  a  charm.-  We 
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are  now  busily  engaged  in  putting  on  the  cotton  and  getting  the  coal 
changed.  The  work  will  be  fully  completed  by  3  o’clock  this  p.  m., 
and  we  will  then  await  the  most  favorable  part  of  the  night  for  a  start. 

The  empty  barge  leaked  considerably  when  we  came  to  put  the  coal 
into  it;  for  that  reason  1  did  not  have  the  men  work  after  12  o’clock, 
hoping  that  it  would  swell  by  morning;  and  besides  we  have  plenty 
of  time  to  get  ever}Thing  done  before  night. 

I  send  you  two  newspaper  paragraphs;  you  will  find  them  interest¬ 
ing  and  insulting.  You  can  expect  nothing  from  a  hog  but  a  grunt. 
Good-bye;  don’t  forget  to  write  to  father. 

Your  affectionate  nephew,  John  A.  Ellet. 

[Brigadier-General  A.  W.  Ellet.] 

P.  S. — If  aniT  one  comes  down  here  from  the  fleet  to-day  send 
some  matches,  salt,  pepper,  postage  stamps,  and  Washington  medal¬ 
lion  pens. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  U.  S.  ram  Switzerland, 
regarding  operations  of  that  vessel  from  March  28  to  May  17. 

U.  S.  Steam  Ram  Switzerland, 

Mouth  of  Red  River ,  La. ,  May  SO,  1863. 

General:  In  accordance  with  your  instructions  dated  March  28  I 
took  command  of  this  vessel.  The  injuries  received  in  the  passage 
of  the  Yicksburg  batteries  being  fully  repaired,  I  passed  the  batteries 
at  W arrenton  on  the  morning  of  March  31  before  daylight.  To  my 
great  surprise  the  enemy  fired  but  one  gun,  probably  owing  to  the 
severe  bombardment  of  the  batteries  b}r  Admiral  Farragut  on  the  day 
previous.  Below  Warrenton  I  joined  Admiral  Farragut  with  his  two 
vessels,  the  Hartforrd  and  Albatross,  and  we  proceeded  down  the  riyer 
in  company.  We  stopped  below  New  Carthage  until  after  nightfall 
that  we  might  have  the  advantage  of  the  darkness  in  passing  the  bat¬ 
teries  at  Grand  Gulf.  At  8  o’clock  we  started  past  the  batteries,  the 
Switzerland  in  the  advance.  We  were  exposed  to  a  very  hot  fire  for 
about  fifteen  minutes,  to  which  we  vigorously  replied.  My  vessel 
was  twice  struck,  but  no  one  was  injured,  and  but  trifling  damage  was 
done  to  the  boat.  We  then  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River, 
the  blockade  of  which  we  have  maintained  ever  since.  All  yawls  and 
flatboats  in  our  course  were  destroyed  to  prevent  the  crossing  of 
troops  or  supplies.  I  have  three  times  been  down  the  river  as  far  as 
Port  Hudson,  to  communicate  across  the  peninsula  with  Admiral  Far- 
ragut’s  fleet  below.  The  point  was  strongly  guarded  by  the  enemy, 
but  by  shelling  the  woods  and  then  sending  out  a  strong  party  as  an 
escort  the  messenger  was  each  time  enabled  to  reach  his  destination  in 
safety. 

On  our  last  trip  sharp  skirmishing  with  the  enemy’s  pickets  ensued, 
in  which  we  took  two  prisoners  and  wounded  otheTs;  no  casualties  on 
our  side.  We  captured  a  signal  station  containing  15  pairs  of  blan¬ 
kets,  a  quantity  of  clothing,  small  arms,  provisions,  torches,  rockets, 
etc.  At  Bayou  Sara  we  destroyed  30  hogsheads  of  sugar,  50(1  sacks 
of  corn,  corn  meal,  and  hominy,  together  with  100  bushels  of  sweet 
potatoes  intended  for  the  rebel  army  at  Port  Hudson.  On  the  1st  of 
May  I  was  dispatched  to  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  by  Admiral  Farragut  to 
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communicate  with  Admiral  Porter,  whom  we  learned  was  lying  with 
his  gunboats  above  that  point,  to  obtain  of  him  some  ironclad  vessels 
to  cooperate  with  General  Banks,  who  was  marching  on  Alexandria. 

I  was  gratified  to  find  that  Grand  Gulf  was  ours  and  that  Admiral 
Porter  was  below  that  point.  Admiral  Porter  immediately  deter¬ 
mined  to  go  up  Red  River  with  three  ironclads,  the  wooden  gunboat 
General  Price ,  and  the  ram  Switzerland.  Arriving  at  the  mouth  of 
Red  River,  our  fleet  was  joined  by  the  Estrella  and  Arizona ,  two  small 
schooner-rigged  wooden  gunboats  belonging  to  Admiral  Farragut’s 
fleet,  these  having  arrived  from  Berwick  Bay  through  the  Atchafalaya 
River  during  my  absence.  The  seven  vessels  then  started  up  Red 
River,  the  Switzerland  leading  the  van.  We  encountered  no  obstruc¬ 
tions  until  we  reached  Fort  De  Russy  (Gordon  s  Landing).  The  fort 
was  evacuated,  but  the  enemy  had  placed  a  large  raft  across  the  river, 
which  was  easily  removed.  The  casemates  of  the  fort  were  entirely 
destroyed  and  Government  property  (Confederate)  burned.  We  then 
proceeded  to  Alexandria,  which  place  was  also  evacuated.  Admiral 
Porter  took  possession  at  9  o’clock  a.  m.,  and  General  Banks  arrived 
at  6  o’clock  p.  m.  The  rebel  forces  under  Generals  Taylor  and  Sibley 
retreated  up  the  river  to  Shreveport,  taking  with  them  all  their  gun¬ 
boats  and  transports.  As  it  was  reported  that  there  was  but  8  feet  of 
water  on  the  falls,  Admiral  Porter  did  not  think  it  prudent  for  the 
fleet  to  pursue  them.  He  therefore,  on  the  following  morning,  sent 
an  expedition  up  the  Black  and  Washita  [Ouachita]  rivers.  It  con¬ 
sisted  of  the  ironclad  gunboat  Pittsburg,  the  wooden  boats  Arizona 
and  Price ,  and  the  ram  Switzerland.  We  ascended  the  Black  River 
to  the  town  of  Trinity,  at  which  point  Black  River  is  formed  by  the 
confluence  of  Washita  [Ouachita],  Tensas,  and  Little  rivers.  Here  we 
destroyed  a  large  amount  of  stores  intended  for  the  rebel  army,  con¬ 
sisting  of  sugar,  molasses,  salt,  saltpeter,  tobacco,  bacon,  etc.  We 
then  proceeded  up  the  Washita  [Ouachita]  to  a  place  called  Harrison¬ 
burg,  80  miles  from  the  mouth  of  Black  River  and  15  from  Trinity. 
Here  we  met  with  a  serious  obstruction  in  the  shape  of  a  strong  rebel 
fortification  called  Fort  Beauregard.  The  Pittsburg ,  Arizona,  and 
General  Price  bombarded  the  fort  for  three  hours  with  their  long- 
range  guns,  but  as  my  small  battery  would  not  reach  the  fortifications 
I  was  obliged  to  amuse  myself  by  shelling  the  woods  on  either  side  of 
the  river  to  repel  sharpshooters  secreted  along  the  bank  to  fire  upon 
our  gunners.  The  enemy  had  no  heavy  guns  in  position.  Their 
battery  consisted  of  one  42,  two  32s,  and  a  battery  of  twelve  small 
fieldpieces;  but  these  were  so  thoroughly  protected  by  their  heavy 
earthworks  that  our  guns  made  no  impression  on  them.  It  was  there¬ 
fore  thought  best  to  inform  Admiral  Porter  of  the  condition  of  affairs, 
that  he  might  send  up  the  other  two  ironclads  to  assist  in  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  fort.  The  Switzerland  was  dispatched  to  Alexandria  for 
that  purpose.  I  met  Admiral  Porter  in  the  Benton  on  Red  River,  just 
below  Fort  De  Russy,  and  delivered  my  message  and  dispatches.  He 
sent  me  back  to  order  all  the  boats  down  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River 
forthwith.  I  did  so.  Arriving  at  the  mouth  of  Black  River,  I  received 
an  order  from  him  to  proceed  to  Alexandria  to  cooperate  with  the 
army.  But  two  brigades  remained  at  that  point,  under  General 
Weitzel,  the  rest  having  returned  to  Simmesport,  on  the  Atchafalaya. 

A  body  of  Texas  cavalry,  about  1,000  strong,  had  become  trouble¬ 
some  to  General  Weitzel’s  outposts.  They  were  encamped  on  Bayou 
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Rapides,  20  miles  above  Alexandria,  and  had  a  battery  of  fieldpieces 
protected  by  a  cotton-bale  fortification  at  the  junction  of  Bayou 
Rapides  with  Red  River. 

General  Weitzel  wanted  to  catch  them.  His  plan  was  to  send  a  boat 
up  the  river  to  shell  the  battery  and  carrying  a  sufficient  number  of 
men  to  make  a  landing  and  hold  the  bridge  across  Bayou  Rapides, 
while  a  cavalry  force  cut  off  their  retreat  in  every  other  direction. 
He  asked  the  cooperation  of  my  vessel,  and  complying  with  the 
request,  300  soldiers  were  immediately  sent  on  board.  We  started  up 
the  river  at  8  a.  m.,  moving  very  slowl}T  and  cautiously  over  the  falls, 
and  sounding  as  we  went.  We  passed  over  without  difficulty,  and  the 
shallowest  cast  of  the  lead  that  we  obtained  was  9  feet.  We  had  no 
Red  River  pilot,  and  of  course  were  compelled  to  guess  at  the  channel. 
The  graduated  scale  upon  the  wharf  at  Alexandria,  designed  to  show 
the  depth  of  water  on  the  falls,  gave  13  feet,  and  I  have  no  doubt  we 
would  have  found  that  amount  had  we  known  the  channel.  This  was 
eight  days  after  our  arrival  at  Alexandria,  and  the  river  had  been  con¬ 
stant^  falling.  The  expedition  upon  which  we  were  dispatched  was 
not  successful;  the  enemy,  seeing  the  ram  coming  up  the  river,  aban¬ 
doned  their  cotton-bale  fortifications  and  escaped  before  the  infantry 
could  land  and  cut  off  their  retreat. 

Two  days  after,  to  wit,  on  the  17th  day  of  May,  the  remainder  of 
Banks’  army  left  Alexandria,  and  is  now  on  the  road  to  Simmesport. 
I  covered  their  rear  as  long  as  the  road  followed  the  bank  of  the  river, 
to  keep  them  from  being  annoyed  by  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  and  then 
proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River,  where  1  am  now  lying,  cleaning- 
out  our  boilers  and  attending  to  some  trifling  repairs.  So  constantly 
has  my  vessel  been  employed  that  I  have  not  been  allowed  to  clean  out 
my  boilers  before  since  I  passed  Vicksburg.  1  had  only  ten  days’  coal 
when  1  started;  though  nearly  two  months  have  elapsed,  I  have  been 
able  to  sustain  myself  by  burning  the  enemy’s  wood.  I  had  but  thirty 
days’  rations,  but  by  foraging  extensively  I  have  managed  to  keep  my 
command  in  a  healthy  condition.  But  two  deaths  have  occurred  during 
the  time.  A  negro,  name  unknown,  fell  overboard  on  Red  River  and 
was  drowned. 

Richard  T.  Allis,  Company  G,  One  hundred  and  first  Illinois  volun¬ 
teers,  was  crushed  to  death  by  the  pitman  of  the  starboard  engine, 
May  13,  while  working  at  the  water  pump.  The  sanitary  condition  of 
the  command  is  excellent,  as  you  will  observe  by  reference  to  the  con¬ 
solidated  report  herewith  transmitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Ellet, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel ,  Commanding  Ram  Fleet ,  M.  M.  Brigade. 

Brigadier-General  A.  W.  Ellet, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a 
force  for  occupying  the  river  between  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson. 

Navy  Department,  April  2,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  written  you  officially  with  regard  to  your 
gallant  passage  of  the  Port  Hudson  batteries.  The  importance  of 
keeping  a  force  of  sufficient  strength  between  Vicksburg  and  Port 
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Hudson  can  not  be  overestimated.  The  fate  of  the  Queen  of  the  T Vest 
and  Indianola ,  and  the  flanking  expeditions  undertaken  to  reduce 
Vicksburg,  has  prevented  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter  from  attending 
to  this  vital  point.  Now,  however,  he  has  been  directed  to  consult 
with  you  and  decide  upon  some  plan  for  keeping  a  permanent  and 
sufficient  force  in  this  reach  of  the  river  to  cut  ofl  supplies  that  come 
even  to  Richmond. 

With  regard  to  your  own  niovements,  the  Department  leaves  you 
to  act  on  your  own  judgment,  expecting  and  trusting  that  you  may 
soon  pass  down  as  safely  as  you  ascended. 

Immediately  upon  the  conclusion  of  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pond's  attack 
a  large  force  of  ironclads  will  be  sent  to  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 
expressing  approval  of  his  proceedings. 

Navy  Department,  April  #,  1863. 

My  Dear  Admiral:  I  got  your  letter  of  the  7th,  and  the  next  da}^ 
we  heard,  through  Richmond,  about  the  true  state  of  the  case  of  your 
passing  Port  Hudson.  The  President  thinks  the  importance  of  keep¬ 
ing  a  force  of  strength  in  this  part  of  the  river  is  so  great  that  lie 
fully7-  approved  of  your  proceedings,  always  provided  you  and  Porter 
manage  to  hold  on  to  it.  He  is  rather  disgusted  with  the  flanking 
expedition,  and  predicted  the  failure  from  the  first,  and  he  always 
observed  that  cutting  the  rebels  in  two  by  our  force  in  the  river  was 
of  the  greater  importance. 

All  your  brave  fellows  that  you  left  in  the  smoke  at  Port  Hudson 
behaved  nobly,  did  their  best,  and  deserve  and  will  receive  praise. 
Smith  immortalized  himself. 

The  President  says  look  out,  or  Grand  Gulf  will  be  as  strong  as 
Vicksburg.  No  particular  orders  can  lie  given  to  you,  only  I  pray 
you  take  care  of  yourself,  and  get  back  as  soon  as  you  shall  deem  it 
best.  As  soon  as  Du  Pont  finishes  matters  a  strong  force  of  ironclads 
will  go  directly  to  New  Orleans,  where  we  shall  send  munitions,  as 
well  as  to  Pensacola. 

The  Queen  of  the  West  and  Webb  have  gone  down  the  Atchafala37a 
after  Weitzel.  The  country  has  settled  down  into  a  determination  to 
go  through  this  war  at  all  costs  and  at  every  sacrifice. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

G.  V.  Fox. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IJ.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  occupation  of  the  river  between  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson. 

Navy  Department,  April  1863. 
Sir:  The  Department  is  acquainted  with  your  withdrawal  from  the 
Yazoo,  by  telegraph  from  General  Grant,  under  date  of  the  25th 
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ultimo.  Nothing-  definite  or  positive  has  been  heard  from  the  Yazoo 
Pass  expedition  since  it  started.  The  Richmond  papers  announce  that 
two  of  the  rams  attempted  to  pass  the  Vicksburg-  batteries  in  daylight 
and  that  one  was  sunk.  It  remains  for  your  dispatches  to  inform  the 
Department  whether  additional  disgrace  and  disaster  are  to  attach  to 
the  Navy  from  recklessness  and  disobedience  of  orders  on  the  part  of 
those  not  under  the  naval  articles  of  war. 

Rear-Admiral  Farragut  is  below  Vicksburg,  after  a  successful  and 
gallant  passage  of  the  Port  Hudson  batteries.  The  occupation  of  the 
river  between  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  is  the  severest  blow  that 
can  be  struck  upon  the  enemy,  is  worth  all  the  risk  encountered  by 
Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  and  in  the  opinion  of  this  Department  is  of 
far  greater  importance  than  the  flanking  expeditions,  which  thus  far 
have  prevented  the  consummation  of  this  most  desirable  object. 

I  desire  that  you  will  consult  with  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  and 
decide  how  this  object  can  best  be  obtained. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Cairo ,  111. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army, 
announcing  his  return  within  communicating  distance. 

Above  Port  Hudson,  April  6 ,  1863. 

My  Dear  General:  Thanks  to  an  overruling  Providence,  I  am 
once  more  back  again  to  within  communicating  distance  with  3rou,  and 
I  avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  to  send  you  the  communication 
of  General  Grant,  together  with  this  dispatch.  It  is  my  intention  to 
await  him,  and  to  maintain  a  rigid  blockade  at  the  mouth  of  Red 
River  until  the  arrival  or  failure  of  the  force  above  to  join  me  and 
make  the  attack  upon  Port  Hudson,  as  indicated  in  the  communication 
of  General  Grant.  I  confess  that  my  ignorance  of  the  inland  naviga¬ 
tion  alluded  to  prevents  me  from  being  able  to  express  an  opinion  as 
to  when  they  will  accomplish  their  work,  if  at  all. 

If  it  can  be  done  it  will  be  a  clever  thing,  but  1  have  seen  so  little 
accomplished  as  yet  by  our  forces  that  I  have  now  determined  to  await 
until  something  is  accomplished  before  I  form  an  opinion. 

The  failure  of  my  vessels  to  get  by  Port  Hudson  was  a  sad  blow  to 
me,  and  vet  it  was  what  might  have  been  naturally  looked  for  in  a  battle; 
a  chance"  shot  disabled  the  Richmond ,  and  the  pilots  did  the  rest  by 
running  the  ship  ashore.  We  escaped  with  only  1  man  killed  and  2 
slightly  wounded,  and  the  vessel  was  not  injured  at  all,  although  she 
was  frequently  struck.  I  have  fought  the  batteries  at  Grand  Gulf 
and  at  Warrenton  five  times  since  and  have  lost  3  more  of  my  men, 
but  altogether  we  have  escaped  very  well.  Had  two  more  of  my 
vessels  passed  I  would  not  have  had  to  apply  to  Admiral  Porter  for 
additional  vessels  to  blockade  Red  River.  As  it  is,  I  have  only  one 
ram,  the  Switzerland ,  and  my  force  being  so  very  small  we  [are]  com¬ 
pelled  to  keep  together,  but  I  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  we  hear 
of  the  upper  fleet.  The  rashness  of  General  Ellet  in  running  down 
his  two  rams  in  open  day  deprived  me  of  the  use  of  one  of  them;  still, 
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even  one  is  better  than  none.  I  was  enabled  to  till  up  my  coal  and 
provisions  which  were  floated  down  to  me.  In  order  to  blockade  Red 
River  I  returned  there  as  soon  as  I  could  get  my  supplies  and  repair 
the  damages  to  the  Switzerland.  The  rams  did  not  lose  a  man  in  pass¬ 
ing  Vicksburg  batteries,  but  the  Lancaster  was  sunk  and  the  Switzer¬ 
land  received  two  shots  in  her  boilers.  The  former  was  an  old  and 
worthless  boat  of  the  frailest  construction;  my  greatest  difficulty  now 
is  to  keep  the  Switzerland  in  fuel.  This  ship  and  the  Albatross  have 
over  a  month’s  supply. 

I  was  much  gratified  to  learn  that  you  were  in  possession  of  the  point 
opposite  Port  Hudson,  and  I  hope  we  will  be  able  to  keep  open  the 
communication.  I  shall  not  make  my  visits  often,  however,  as  I  wish 
to  prevent  boats  going  either  up  or  down  the  Mississippi  from  Red 
River. 

I  suppose  they  will  attack  me  soon,  but  I  am  all  ready  for  them  and 
I  suppose  we  will  get  used  to  fighting  after  a  while. 

My  feelings  have  been  most  severely  exercised  in  consequence  of  the 
disaster  at  Port  Hudson.  Not  knowing  what  had  caused  it,  and  having 
such  implicit  faith  in  the  several  commanders,  I  felt  and  feared  the 
worst  of  consequences  to  them,  and  was  greatly  relieved  when  I  learned 
through  the  rebel  papers  that  none  of  them  was  killed  but  poor  Cum¬ 
mings,  who  was  a  great  loss  both  to  the  country  and  to  his  family. 
The  injury  to  McKinstry,  I  hope,  is  not  so  bad  as  they  made  it,  and 
that  he  will  not  be  obliged  to  lose  his  leg.  Their  failure  to  get  through 
1  know  was  almost  death  to  them  all.  Poor  Smith!  I  was  afraid 
to  hear  from  him.  1  saw  all  from  a  distance,  yet  was  unable  to  help 
them,  and  blamed  no  one,  because,  as  I  told  the  Department,  I  knew 
they  did  all  in  their  power  to  get  through. 

Very  respectfully,  and  truly  yours, 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding . 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  R.  S.  Army, 

forwarding  captured  mail. 

Above  Port  Hudson,  April  6 ,  1863. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  mail  captured  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River.  The 
letters  all  contain  information  of  more  or  less  importance. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Caldwell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  senior 
officer  below  Port  Hudson,  stating  his  whereabouts. 

Above  Port  Hudson,  April  6,  1863. 
Send  the  enclosed  communication  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Baton 
Rouge  or  the  vicinity,  and  the  other  papers  send  as  directed.  Inform 
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the  general  and  Commodore  Morris  that  I  will  return  to  this  point 
once  a  week,  unless  prevented  by  circumstances  beyond  my  control. 
At  all  other  times  I  shall  be  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River.'  Let  me 
know,  as  far  as  you  can,  all  the  facts  of  the  disaster  at  Port  Hudson. 
This  ship  lost  1  killed  and  2  slightly  wounded;  ship  not  much  dam¬ 
aged.  W  e  lost  2  men  killed  at  Grand  Gulf  going  up  and  1  killed  com¬ 
ing  down.  Albatross  lost  1  man  at  Port  Hudson.  We  have  had  three 
fights  with  a  casemated  battery  at  Warrenton;  no  one  killed;  ship 
somewhat  cut  up.  Coaled  and  provisioned  at  Vicksburg;  are  all  full. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  below  Port  Hudson. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  general  matters. 

No.  84.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Above  Port  Hudson ,  La.,  Ajpril  6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  address  jmu,  via  Cairo,  on  the  16th 
ultimo  relative  to  my  passage  by  Port  Hudson  and  the  disaster  to  my 
fleet,  on  the  19th  ultimo  detailing  my  passage  up  the  river  past  Grand 
Gulf,  and  on  the  27th  ultimo  concerning  my  communicating  with 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  and  Major-General  Grant,  my 
encounters  with  the  Warrenton  batteries,  etc. 

I  succeeded  in  obtaining  from  Admiral  Porter  only  one  ram,  the 
Switzerland ,  which  General  Ellet  had  sent  down  previous  to  his  (the 
admiral’s)  arrival,  and  the  admiral  is  of  the  opinion  that  he  had  no 
vessels  suitable  to  send  down,  but  promised  soon  to  be  down  himself 
at  the  mouth  of  Red  River,  via  Lake  Providence,  Bayou  Mayon,  and 
Black  River,  with  a  suitable  force  to  cooperate  with  General  Banks  in 
an  attack  upon  Port  Hudson.  General  Grant  also  sent  me  a  communi¬ 
cation  for  General  Banks,  informing  him  that  if  the  expedition  could 
be  gotten  through  that  way — and  he  thought  it  could — he  would  send 
20,000  men  to  attack  Port  Hudson  from  above  while  General  Banks 
should  attack  it  from  below. 

They  succeeded  in  sending  me  down  past  Vicksburg  both  coal  and 
provisions,  and  as  soon  as  the  repairs  to  the  Switzerland  were  com¬ 
pleted,  which  occupied  three  or  four  days,  I  notified  General  Grant 
and  Admiral  Porter  that  I  should  return  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River  to 
shut  off  the  enemy’s  supplies  and  there  remain  until  their  arrival  or 
the  exhaustion  of  my  supplies,  when  1  should  return  to  New  Orleans. 

While  below  Vicksburg  1  destroyed  a  wharf  boat  (which  I  found 
some  3  miles  above  Warrenton)  by  firing  her  with  shells.  _ 

During  the  last  two  days  of  my  stay  it  blew  a  gale  of  wind  from  the 
north,  and  the  steamer  Vicksburg  broke  adrift  from  her  moorings  at 
the  city  and  went  ashore  opposite  to  me.  I  entertained  an  idea  of  bring¬ 
ing  her  down  with  me  as  a  depot.  Upon  examining  I  found  that  she 
had  no  machinery,  nor,  in  fact,  anything  in  her  save  four  muskets  and 
accouterments,  which  belonged,  probably,  to  the  guard.  Perceiving 
that  she  would  be  a  great  clog  to  my  movements  I  hesitated  about  tak¬ 
ing  her  in  tow,  and  while  so  hesitating  the  enemy  set  fire  to  her  and 
she  was  totally  consumed. 
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On  the  night  of  the  29th  ultimo  the  Albatross  and  on  that  of  the  30th 
ultimo  the  Switzerland  came  down  to  my  anchorage,  and  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  31st  ultimo  we  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  river 
as  far  as  the  place  where  I  had  seen  the  Indianola ,  and  there  we 
anchored  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if  I  could  do  anything  in  the 
way  of  making  her  destruction  more  complete,  but  to  my  surprise  she 
was  not  to  be  found  anywhere,  and  the  negroes  informed  us  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  gale  she  had  slipped  off  into  deep  water. 

At  6  p.  m.,  31st  ultimo,  we  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  to 
Grand  Gulf.  At  8  p.  m.  the  enemy  opened  tire  upon  us  with  four 
pieces  of  rifled  artillery  and  one  or  two  heavy  guns,  which  latter  we 
supposed  to  be  on  board  of  a  steamer.  We  had  heard  of  their  having 
been  sent  down  from  Vicksburg  in  order  to  arrest  our  progress.  The 
steamer  was  from  out  of  the  Big  Black  River.  They  struck  the 
Switzerland  twice,  but  did  her  no  damage.  They  did  not  strike  the 
Albatross ,  and  struck  this  ship  but  once,  causing,  however,  the  death 
of  William  Jones  (landsman)  by  a  fragment  of  an  iron  hammock  stan¬ 
chion  flying  forward  nearly  half  the  length  of  the  ship.  This  was  our 
only  casualt}q  and  we  anchored  for  the  night  just  below  Grand  Gulf. 

On  the  morning  of  April  1  we  reached  Red  River,  where  1  remained 
until  this  morning  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  good  impression  of  our 
permanent  blockade. 

I  learn  from  rebel  letters  and  newspapers,  captured  in  a  mail  on  the 
night  of  the  2d,  of  their  determination  to  attack  us  with  a  number  of 
river  boats  and  attempt  to  carry  us  by  boarding,  for  all  of  which  we 
are  pretty  well  prepared,  and  I  hope  to  give  them  some  trouble  ere 
they  accomplish  their  design. 

I  left  my  anchorage  this  morning  for  the  purpose  of  communicat¬ 
ing  across  the  peninsula  with  General  Banks  and  the  officers  of  my 
squadron. 

The  health  of  the  officers  and  crew  is  generally  good. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  (A)  of  my  last  communication  to  Acting 
Rear-Admiral  Porter;  also  his  reply  (B). 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Morris,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  asking 
information  regarding  the  disaster  at  Port  Hudson. 

Above  Port  Hudson,  La.,  April  7,  1863. 

Dear  Commodore:  Here  we  are  again,  just  above  Port  Hudson.  I 
shall  visit  this  place  once  a  week,  unless  prevented  by  the  enemy  or 
by  accident,  but  I  will  remain  generally  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River. 
My  passage  past  the  forts  at  Port  Hudson,  thanks  to  God,  was  as 
fortunate  as  before — only  1  man  killed  and  2  slightly  wounded.  My 
pilot,  where  1  placed  him,  saved  me.  I  had  to  cease  firing  frequently 
in  order  to  see  where  I  was  going.  I  thought  Alden  was  close  astern 
of  me,  and  was  sad  when  I  found  that  he  did  not  round  the  point,  and 
I  feared  the  worst.  I  know,  as  I  told  the  Secretary,  that  they  would 
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do  all  that  men  could  to  get  round,  and  therefore  feared  that  some  of 
them  had  been  killed.  I  learned  the  first  news  from  the  rebel  papers, 
and  was  most  thankful  that  it  was  no  worse,  although  sad  enough,  but 
such  are  the  chances  of  war. 

I  shall  remain  here  until  I  hear  from  our  forces  above,  and  then,  if 
I  can  be  of  no  further  service,  I  shall  take  my  chances  down  the  river. 

Porter  gave  me  but  one  ram;  in  fact,  she  was  given  me  by  General 
Ellet,  who,  with  more  zeal  than  discretion,  permitted  his  nephew  to 
run  down  after  daybreak,  and  in  consequence  one  of  the  rams  was 
sunk.  The  Sioitzerland ,  however,  is  a  line  vessel,  and  can  chase  better 
than  we  can,  but  how  I  will  be  able  to  get  coal  or  wood  for  her  gives 
me  great  anxiety.  I  tilled  up  at  Vicksburg  with  provisions  and  coal, 
which  were  floated  down  to  me  in  the  night. 

I  have  had  five  fights  with  the  forts  at  Grand  Gulf  and  Warrenton. 
Lost  3  men  at  Grand  Gulf.  Neither  the  Albatross  nor  the  Switzerland 
lost  any  on  their  way  down.  Albatross  lost  1  in  passing  Port  Hudson. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  possible.  1  am  anxious  to  know 
the  news  in  relation  to  the  disaster  at  Port  Hudson.  Send  me  a  syn¬ 
opsis  of  the  reports  of  the  commanders.  I  sincerely  hope  that  Captain 
McKinstry  will  lose  neither  his  life  nor  his  leg.  I  deeply  regret  the 
loss  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cummings;  the  country  can  illy  afford 
to  lose  such  an  officer  or  society  such  a  man. 

I  know  Captain  Smith  will  feel  his  misfortune  keenly,  but  I  hope 
the  Government  will  give  him  a  better  ship;  but  his  misfortune,  as 
I  now  understand  it,  was  owing  to  his  pilot  running  him  on  shore.  1  do 
not  understand  the  cases  of  the  Monongahela  or  of  the  gunboats,  but  I 
suppose  the  g’unboats  had  to  take  care  of  the  disabled  ships — just  what 
I  placed  them  there  for. 

Please  present  me  to  all  the  officers. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully, 

[D.  G.  Farkagut], 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

Commanding  U  S.  Naval  Forces ,  below  Port  Hudson. 


Letter  from  Commander  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy,  reporting 
the  passage  of  Port  Hudson  by  Rear-Admiral  Farragut’s  secretary. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Baton  Rouge.,  La.,  April  8 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  press  copy  of  a  communication  from  the 
admiral,  received  through  Commander  Macomb,  of  the  Genesee,  which 
vessel  is  now  stationed  just  below  Port  Hudson.  You  were  informed 
this  morning  of  the  safe  arrival  of  Mr.  Gabaudan,  the  admiral  s  sec¬ 
retary.  He  passed  the  batteries  at  Port  Hudson  in  a  skiff  and  was 
near  being  captured.  Strange  to  say,  he  also  passed  all  our  vessels 
below  Port  Hudson  without  seeing  them  and  arrived  on  board  this 
ship  a  little  after  midnight,  having  left  the  Hartford  at  8  o’clock  in 
tti6  evening.  General  Augur  has  placed  a  steamer  at  Mi.  Gabaudan  s 
disposal,  and  he  will  leave  in  an  hour  to  report  to  youiself  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Banks. 
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Your  communication  of  the  6th  instant  in  relation  to  the  disposal  of 
the  vessels  under  my  command  has  been  received  and  the  directions 
therein  contained  have  been  carefully  attended  to. 

Respectfully,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  James  Alden, 

Commander ,  Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Baton  Rouge. 

Commodore  Morris, 

Senior  Officer ,  etc., 


Report  of  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  proposed  operations  on  Bayou 

Teche. 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf,  19th  Army  Corps, 

Camp  at  Bras  hear  City ,  La..  April  10 ,  1863. 

General:  The  secretary  of  Admiral  Farragut,  Mr.  Gabaudan, 
called  upon  me  at  Brashear  City  this  morning  and  gave  me  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  your  dispatch.  We  have  15,000  men  that  can  be  moved 
with  facility.  The  artillery  is  strong,  the  cavalry  weak,  but  we  hope 
to  strengthen  the  cavalry  without  dela}r  as  one  of  the  results  of  this 
expedition. 

We  shall  move  upon  the  Bayou  Teclie  to-morrow,  probably  encoun¬ 
ter  the  enemy  at  Patterson vi lie,  and  hope  to  move  without  delay  upon 
[New]  Iberia  to  destroy  the  salt  works,  and  then  upon  Opelousas. 
This  is  the  limit  proposed.  We  do  not  intend  to  hold  any  portion  of 
this  country,  as  it  weakens  our  force,  but  will  at  once  return  to  Baton 
Rouge  to  cooperate  with  you  against  Port  Hudson.  I  can  be  there 
easily  by  May  10. 

There  are  now  -1,500  infantry  at  Baton  Rouge,  with  three  regiments 
of  colored  troops  and  two  companies  of  cavalry,  three  batteries  of 
artillery,  with  several  heavy  guns  in  position,  and  five  gunboats  and 
six  mortars.  The  land  force  is  under  Major-General  Augur;  the  fleet 
under  Captain  Alden,  of  the  Richmond. 

We  shall  endeavor  to  establish  communication  with  Admiral  Farra¬ 
gut  at  Ba3mu  Sara,  but  the  opening  of  the  levee  opposite  Port  Hudson 
may  make  it  impossible.  If  so,  we  will  communicate  with  you  freely 
by  the  way  of  New  York  as  to  our  progress.  I  shall  be  very  glad  if 
you  will  communicate  with  us  in  the  same  manner.  To  avoid  delay 
by  mail,  1  will  send  my  dispatches  by  an  officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major -  General ,  Commanding . 

Major-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Tennessee. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  report  circum¬ 
stances  under  which  the  passage  of  Vicksburg  was  undertaken. 

Cairo,  April  13,  1863. 

(By  telegraph  from  Washington.) 

Your  dispatch  in  relation  to  the  Switzerland  and  Lancaster  has 
reached  this  Department.  An  impression  has  been  created  that  the 
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loss  of  the  Lancaster  was  occasioned  by  some  disobedience  or  negli¬ 
gence  of  orders  on  your  part,  although  I  do  not  entertain  any  such 
opinion.  It  would  be  well  for  you  to  make  detailed  official  report  of 
the  circumstances  and  orders  under  which  you  undertook  to  pass  the 
Vicksburg  batteries,  in  order  that  the  Department  may  be  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  to  do  you  justice. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Brigadier-General  Ellet, 

Ram  Fleet. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  U.  S.  Army,  reporting  circumstances  under  which  the 
passage  of  the  Vicksburg  batteries  was  undertaken. 

Cairo,  III.,  April  13 ,  1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  this 
date. 

A  detailed  report  of  the  loss  of  the  Lancaster  on  the  morning  of  the 
25th  instant,  before  Vicksburg,  was  sent  to  you  by  mail  the  following 
da}r,  together  with  the  copy  of  the  letter  from  Admiral  Farragut, 
asking  the  aid  of  two  rams  and  one  ironclad  gunboat.  Admiral 
Porter  was  absent.  Captain  Walke  would  not  take  the  responsibility 
to  respond.  Not  having  yet  reported  to  Admiral  Porter,  and  conceiv¬ 
ing  the  case  to  be  one  of  urgent  necessity,  I  offered  to  take  the  respon¬ 
sibility  and  send  the  Lancaster  and  Switzerland.  Admiral  Farragut 
gladly  accepted  the  offer,  and  the  boats  went.  I  do  not  conceive  that 
I  acted  against  orders,  not  having  yet  received  any  orders  from  any¬ 
body,  except  those  emanating  direct  from  your  Department  “to  report 
to  Admiral  Porter  for  duty  as  soon  as  my  brigade  was  formed.”  If 
my  acts  meet  with  your  approval  I  shall  little  regard  any  efforts  of 
others  to  misrepresent  me. 

I  will  forward  you  immediately  duplicate  copies  of  my  report  and 
Admiral  Farragut’s  letter  by  mail. 

Very  respectfully, 

Alfred  W.  Ellet, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  U.  S.  Army,  transmitting  duplicate  report  and  copies 
of  correspondence  regarding  tbe  loss  of  the  U.  S.  ram  Lancaster. 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 

Flagship  Autocrat ,  Cairo ,  111.,  April  13 ,  1863. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  instructions  received  to-day  by  tele¬ 
graph,  I  have  the  honor  of  forwarding  you  duplicate  copies  of  my 
report  regarding  the  loss  of  the  Lancaster ,  opposite  \  icksburg,  on  the 
night  of  the  25th  of  March  last;  and  also  all  the  correspondence  that 
passed  between  Admirals  Farragut  and  Porter,  Captain  W  alke,  and 
myself,  having  reference  to  that  event;  also  my  letter  of  instruction  to 
Colonel  Charles  R.  Ellet,  previous  to  his  starting  on  the  expedition. 
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1  take  the  liberty  of  adding  these  papers  in  justice  to  myself  and  the 
brave  men  who  undertook  to  perform  this  perilous  enterprise  under 
the  impression  that  they  were  doing  valuable  service  for  their  country, 
and  were  going  to  reinforce  a  generous  and  gallant  officer  in  a  danger¬ 
ous  situation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  W.  Ellet, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Report  of  Briyadier-General  Ellet,  IT.  S.  Army,  forwarding  memorandum  of  circumstances 
connected  with  the  loss  of  the  TJ.  S.  ram  Lancaster. 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 
Flagship  Autocrat ,  Mound  City ,  May  13 , 1863. 

Dear  Sir:  I  enclose  you  the  minutes  of  the  circumstances,  corre¬ 
spondence,  etc.,  connected  with  the  loss  of  the  Lancaster.  I  feel  now 
that  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  receive  some  expression  of  opinion 
from  the  Department  respecting  that  matter.  I  shall  be  glad  if  you 
press  the  case  upon  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  If  he  is 
displeased  with  me,  and  says  I  have  done  wrong,  I  would  feel  obliged 
if  he  would  remove  me  from  the  command  and  let  some  one  who  could 
better  understand  the  duties  take  my  place.  As  I  now  stand  I  can  not 
tell  what  to  do.  I  would  not  intentionally  act  against  Mr.  Stanton’s 
wishes,  and  I  can  get  no  orders  nor  advice  from  him. 

I  have  another  matter  that  I  have  presented  so  often  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  that  I  am  almost  ashamed  again  to  mention  it,  that  causes  me  a 
great  deal  of  trouble.  It  is  to  know  how  to  punish  masters,  pilots,  engi¬ 
neers,  etc.,  men  who  are  not  mustered  as  soldiers  and  yet  are  in  the 
Government  service.  Admiral  Porter  tried  one  case  by  the  naval 
process,  and  found  that  notwithstanding  all  the  charges  were  sustained 
and  the  man  proved  guilty,  “yet  owing  to  the  irregularity  of  our 
organization  he  could  not  be  convicted,”  and  was  therefore  set  free. 
Another  case:  I  summoned  a  court-martial,  and  the  court  decided 
“that  the  man  was  not  a  commissioned,  noncommissioned  officer,  nor 
private,  therefore,  was  not  subject  to  army  regulations,  and  further 
that  they  could  not  try  cases  of  offenses  against  navy  regulations.” 

I  wish  for  you  to  obtain  from  the  adjutant-general  some  advice  for 
me  upon  this  subject,  that  I  may  govern  my  action  in  such  cases  upon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  W.  Ellet, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Captain  James  [C.]  Brooks, 

Assistant  Quartermaster. 

[Enclosure. — Memorandum.] 

We  arrived  above  Vicksburg  on  the  22  March.  I  immediately 
learned  that  Admiral  Farragut  was  below  Vicksburg  and  in  communi¬ 
cation  with  Captain  Walke,  who,  in  the  absence  of  Porter,  was  com¬ 
manding  the  gunboats.  I  learned,  not  officially,  that  Farragut  had 
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made  application  to  Porter  for  assistance  to  hold  the  river.  I  applied 
to  Captain  Walke  for  information,  who  declined  to  answer  my  com¬ 
munication.  The  second  day  I  received  a  letter  from  Farragut  desiring 
to^  see  me.  I  visited  him  on  board  the  Hartford  3  miles  below 
Warrenton.  I  walked  all  the  way — nearly  11  miies.  He  expressed  a 
great  desire  for  reinforcement  of  two  rams  and  one  ironclad  and  gave 
me  his  request  in  writing.  I  promised  to  send  the  rams  that  night. 
One,  the  first,  object  that  Farragut  had  in  view  was  to  destroy  the 
enemy’s  works  at  Warrenton.  Mv  rams,  if  they  got  down,  were  to 
ferry  troops  over  the  river  for  that  purpose  under  the  protection  of 
the  Hartford’s  guns.  I  left  the  Hartford  about  2  o’clock  and  hurried 
back.  Every  arrangement  was  pushed  as  fast  as  was  possible  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  boats  as  well  as  could  be  with  the  means  at  hand  and  the  lim¬ 
ited  time.  I  notified  Captain  Walke  of  the  admiral’s  request  and  my 
intention  to  comply  and  requested  his  cooperation,  which  he  declined 
to  give.  The  boats  started;  }Tou  know  the  result.  To  me  it  was  not 
unexpected.  I  was  willing  to  lose  one  boat  to  get  the  other  through 
safe  to  the  admiral’s  support,  I  considered  his  situation  so  perilous. 

Upon  my  return  to  the  upper  fleet  Porter  had  arrived.  He  wrote 
me  an  insulting  letter,  demanding  to  know  by  whose  authority  the 
boats  were  sent  down  and  sacrificed,  stating  what  was  not  true,  that 
their  loss  was  in  consequence  of  the  passages  being  attempted  in  broad 
daylight.  I  answered  the  letter  with  a  full  report,  correcting  the  erro¬ 
neous  impression  of  the  passages  being  made  in  daylight  and  giving 
the  reasons  for  the  whole  transaction. 

The  Switzerland  was  repaired  in  three  daj'S  and  passed  down  the 
river  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet,  in  company  with 
Admiral  Farragut.  Lieutenant -Colonel  Ellet  received  his  orders 
before  starting  from  me.  Admiral  Porter  wrote  me  a  very  sharp  let¬ 
ter  denying  my  right  to  give  orders  to  my  subordinate  officers  without 
receiving  them  from  him,  and  informed  me  that  he  had  ordered  the 
arrest  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet  and  would  try  him  by  court-martial 
for  disrespect,  which  he  has  not  done.  1  made  a  full  detailed  report 
of  the  passage  of  the  batteries  and  the  loss  of  the  Lancaster  and  mailed 
it  on  board  the  admiral’s  flagship  Black  Hawk  on  the  26th  of  March. 
On  the  13th  of  April  I  received  a  dispatch  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
informing  me  that  no  report  of  that  transaction  had  been  received  from 
me  and  that  my  reputation  had  suffered  from  misrepresentation.  1  at 
once  mailed  duplicate  copies  of  my  former  report,  with  letters  and  cor¬ 
respondence  with  both  admirals  and  Captain  Walke  connected  with  the 
transaction  to  the  Department  and  had  the  package  placed  in  the  post- 
office  at  Cairo,  Ill.,  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  of  February  [April].  1 
have  heard  not  one  word  from  the  Department  either  in  approval  or 
condemnatory  of  the  matter.  I  am  very  desirous  to  learn  how  this 
affair  of  the  loss  of  the  Lancaster  is  regarded  by  the  head  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment.  If  I  have  done  wrong  or  have  exceeded  what  was  my  authority 
I  should  be  relieved  at  once  from  this  command,  and  if  my  action  has 
been  proper  it  is  but  fair  that  I  should  have  some  expression  to  that 
effect. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Alfred  W.  Ellet, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations  at  mouth  of  Red  River, 

No.  85.]  Flagship  Hartford, 

Above  Port  Hudson ,  La.,  April  15,  1863. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  communication  of  the  6tli  instant,  No.  84,  I  sent 
down  my  secretary,  Mr.  Gabaudan,  who  volunteered  to  pass  Port 
Hudson  in  a  skiff,  to  communicate  with  Commodore  Morris;  also  with 
General  Banks.  His  trip  down  was  perfectly  successful,  and  his 
arrival  was  made  known  to  me  by  rockets  from  the  Essex.  On  the 
following  morning  (8th)  I  returned  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River  and 
caught  two  steamers  outside,  but  one  being  about  five  minutes  ahead 
of  me  made  her  escape;  the  other,  the  J.  D.  Clarke,  I  captured.  She 
had  on  board  Major  Howard,  of  the  C.  S.  Commissary  Department, 
who  was  making  extensive  arrangements  for  the  crossing  of  cattle 
over  to  the  eastern  shore  of  the  river  at  various  places,  all  of  which 
was  frustrated  by  his  capture. 

I  have  since  been  engaged  blockading  the  Red  River  and  looking  up 
and  down  the  Mississippi  from  Fort  Adams  to  Bayou  Sara,  watching 
the  movements  of  the  enemy  and  destroying  all  boats  of  every  descrip¬ 
tion  found  in  the  river,  so  as  to  prevent  the  crossing  of  cattle,  hogs, 
and  food  of  every  kind. 

If  I  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  gotten  two  more  of  my  vessels 
through,  or  could  have  gotten  them  from  Admiral  Porter,  I  could 
have  made  the  blockade  complete  from  Grand  Gulf  to  Port  Hudson. 
As  it  is,  my  force  is  too  small  to  separate. 

To-day  (15th)  I  returned  here  according  to  appointment  and  found 
the  Richmond  below.  We  communicated  by  signal,  which  was 
remarkably  well  executed  by  Lieutenant  Eaton,  of  the  Signal  Corps, 
whom  General  Banks  kindly  placed  on  board  this  ship,  and  by  Lieutenant 
Abbott,  on  the  Richmond.  I  sent  the  Albatross  to  an  appointed  place, 
mouth  of  False  River,  and  there  found  Mr.  Gabaudan  with  his  escort. 
He  returned  on  board  with  his  communications  from  below.  I  shall 
return  again  to-morrow  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River,  and  will  remain 
there  until  my  coal  is  nearly  expended  or  I  hear  from  General  Grant, 
and  if  he  is  not  able  to  comply  with  his  promises  from  causes  beyond 
his  control,  I  shall  return  to  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


P.  S.— I  have  before  recommended  Mr.  Gabaudan  for  situation  in 
the  Marine  Corps,  to  which  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  once  more. 
Very  respectfully, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Adm  iral. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  regard¬ 
ing  general  matters. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Above  Port  Hudson,  April  15,  1863. 
Dear  Captain:  I  am  glad  to  see  you  again  on  the  advance  post,  but 
fear  to  hear  a  confirmation  of  the  death  of  poor  Cummings.  I  still 
hope  that  McKinstry  will  save  his  leg  as  well  as  his  life. 
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I  am  delighted  to  hear  of  the  capture  of  the  Queen  of  the  West — 
only  fear  that  it  may  not  be  true.  If  General  Banks’  army  had 
attacked  Port  Hudson,  or  invested  it  when  we  came  through,  there  is 
no  doubt  it  would  have  fallen  in  a  week.  They  had  but  four  days’ 
provisions;  they  have  not  over  a  week’s  now.  Every  time  we  come 
dowm  they  cross  over  some  cattle,  but  we  caught  a  steamer  the  last 
time  wye  went  up,  and  were  very  near  catching  another,  but  she  was 
about  1  mile  ahead  of  us. 

We  had  very  reliable  information  that  5,000  men  left  Port  Hudson 
last  week,  and  they  have  not  over  13,000  altogether.  They  have  never 
had  over  20,000,  generally  conscripts. 

Inform  Morris  and  General  Banks  that  I  shall  make  another  visit 
down  here  before  I  go  down,  in  hopes  of  seeing  the  upper  army  by 
way  of  Red  River,  and,  if  we  can  not  take  it  wbth  the  combined  forces 
from  above  and  below,  we  better  give  it  up  and  go  home.  When  I 
go  down  I  shall  inform  you  and  expect  an  attack  to  be  made  on  the 
batteries  from  below7.  I  find  the}r  have  all  their  flying  artillery  on  the 
bluff,  some  forty  pieces,  which  will  be  apt  to  kill  some  of  ni}T  men 
unless  they  are  diverted  by  the  fire  of  the  ships  or  the  army,  but  when 
the  time  comes  I  am  bound  to  go,  and  you  must  do  the  best  you  can 
to  draw  their  fire  off  of  us. 

I  have  been  absent  so  long  that  I  am  very  anxious  to  hear  the  newrs 
from  the  squadron.  As  I  am  here  I  shall  do  the  best  I  can  to  injure 
the  enemy,  but  if  I  had  two  more  vessels  we  could  have  cut  off  their 
supplies  very  completely ;  as  it  is  they  only  cross  them  higher  up  the 
river. 

I  send  General  Banks  the  letter  of  General  Grant,  which  I  was 
afraid  to  send  by  Mr.  Gabaudan. 

I  am  much  grieved  at  the  losses  of  the  vessels,  and  feel  most  keenly 
for  the  wife  and  family  of  poor  Cummings.  But  my  apprehensions 
were  much  worse  than  the  reality,  for  I  feared  that  }tou  were  all  gone, 
and  feel  most  thankful  that  it  was  no  worse.  May  God  protect  us 
through  the  rest  of  the  cruise. 

I  remain,  very  truly  and  respectfully,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut,  Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  James  Alden. 


[Signals.] 

April  15,  1863. 

I  want  my  secretary  and  dispatches  if  they  can  be  sent  me  safely. 
I  wish  to  return  to  Red  River  to-morrow  morning.  Answer. 

Farragut, 

Admiral. 


Captain  Alden. 


Gabaudan  starts  immediately  with  a  party.  Send  a  boat  to  meet 
them  at  lower  mouth  False  River,  to  dike,  half  a  mile  up  the  river. 

Alden, 

Captain. 


5G 
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Confidential.] 

Navy  Department,  April  15 ,  18b3. 
The  Department  wishes  you  to  occupy  the  river  below  Vicksburg, 
so  that  Admiral  Farragut  may  return  to  his  station. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


The  mail  has  gone  over. 
Thursday. 

Captain  Alden. 


[Signals.] 


Has  it  arrived  ? 


April  16 — a.  m. 

I  will  return  here  on 


D.  G.  F. 


The  mail  has  arrived.  Shall  we  send  you  ship's  letters? 
many  official  letters  for  the  admiral. 


We  have 
Alden. 


Send  the  letters,  but  not  papers,  at  once. 


D.  G.  F. 


Three  or  four  river  steamers  are  seen  almost  daily  at  Port  Hudson 
bringing  stores.  The}7  are  probably  now  in  Thompson’s  Creek. 

J.  A. 


The  party  with  letters  has  started, 
going  down.  Cease  signaling. 


W  e  hear  firing  below  and  are 

J.  A. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Augur,  U.  S.  Army. 

Above  Port  Hudson,  La.,  April  16,  [1&6‘3]. 

Dear  General:  Your  very  kind  note  was  duly  received,  and  for 
its  generous  sentiments  please  accept  my  thanks.  Although  I  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  the  Mississippi  and  to  have  my  other  vessels  driven 
back  by  purely  accidental  causes,  yet  all  things  tend  to  show  that  in 
each  case  the  cause  of  disaster  was  beyond  our  control  and  the  natural 
consequence  of  a  battle  for  which  we  must  all  take  our  chances;  and 
were  we  to  be  deterred  by  the  apprehensions  of  such  accidents  there 
would  be  no  battles  fought. 

You  can  not  imagine,  general,  how  deeply  I  regretted  that  you  did 
not  attack  the  enemy’s  lines  that  night,  or  at  least  invest  them.  I 
have  had  most  excellent  opportunities  for  learning  all  about  their  con¬ 
dition  at  that  time;  they  had  but  four  days’  provisions,  and  as  one  of 
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their  officers  said  they  would  have  had  to  fight  their  way  out  or  sur¬ 
render  in  a  week,  but  while  I  was  up  at  Vicksburg  the}T  got  in  a  sup¬ 
ply.  Still  they  have  not  over  a  week’s  provisions  now,  and  their  force 
is  not  over  13,000  men,  as  they  have  sent  5,000  away,  it  is  said,  to  for¬ 
tify  Grand  Gulf.  They  gave  us  a  warm  reception  there  on  our  way 
up.  Your  army  will  have  to  do  some  hard  fighting  to  make  up  for 
its  hesitation  on  that  night,  but  I  trust  that  they  are  doing  good 
service  at  Berwick  Bay  and  on  the  Teche,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that 
the  general  will  be  successful  in  capturing  their  forces. 

I  trust  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  we  will  be  able  to  attack  Port 
Hudson  on  both  sides,  but  the  glory  will  then  be  divided  and  the  lion 
will  receive  the  greatest  share.  On  the  night  of  the  14th  it  would 
have  been  all  yours.  I  learn  with  regret  that  General  Banks  said  he 
did  not  expect  me  to  attack  before  morning,  but  I  think  it  is  a  mis¬ 
take.  1  received  his  dispatch,  which  I  have  now,  saying  that  his  com¬ 
mand  was  “at  the  crossroads  ready  for  their  work  this  evening;  when 
will  you  open?  ”  I  replied,  “I  expect  to  pass  the  batteries  at  12,  mid¬ 
night.”  I  did  pass  and  fired  my  last  gun  at  five  minutes  after  mid¬ 
night,  and  if  one  more  ship  had  passed  I  would  have  most  effectually 
shut  off  their  Red  River  supplies  to  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson.  As 
it  is,  they  have  a  very  hard  time  to  get  even  a  scanty  supply.  On  my 
return  from  here  to  Red  River  last  week  we  caught  two  steamers  out 
of  Red  River  in  the  Mississippi.  One  regained  the  Red  River,  but  we 
struck  the  other  and  captured  her  with  the  commissary  on  board, 
Major  Howard.  You  may  remember  his  brother,  General  Volney  E. 
Howard,  in  California. 

I  do  not,  general,  know  how  it  will  be  in  your  power  to  serve  me 
until  the  day  or  night  I  intend  to  go  down  the  river,  before  which  1 
will  inform  you;  but  I  look  for  General  Grant’s  forces  before  that 
day.  With  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind  offers,  I  remain, 

Yours,  most  truly, 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  C.  C.  Augur, 

Commanding ,  etc. ,  Baton  Rouge. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General  Augur,  U.  S.  Army,  for¬ 
warding  information  for  Rear-Admiral  Farragut. 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf,  19th  Army  Corps, 

Cote-  Gelee,  near  Vermilion ,  April  18,  1863. 
Sir:  The  commanding  general  wishes  you  to  send  the  following  to 
Admiral  Farragut: 

We  shall  occupy  Opelousas  probably  on  the  20th;  we  can  he  in  Alexandria  in  the 
last  week  in  this  month.  Can  you  reach  that  point  on  the  Red  River  with  your  fleet? 
When  will  Grant’s  forces  reach  the  mouth  of  Black  River?  Communicate  with  him 

and  ascertain.  _  _ 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Richard  B.  Irwin, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Major-General  C.  C.  Augur, 

Commanding  Forces  at  Baton  Rouge. 
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April  20. 

We  marched  on  Opelousas  at  6  a.  in.  Can  be  in  Alexandria  the  last 
week  of  the  month.  Can  gunboats  meet  me  there?  Have  burned 
three  gunboats  and  many  transports.  Captured  2,000  prisoners  with 
best  officers  of  Army  and  Navy,  and  am  still  pursuing.  TV  hen  will 
Grant  be  down  ? 

Banks, 

General. 

Admiral  Farragut. 

April  20. 

Glad  to  learn  your  successes.  Unless  gunboats  come  from  Vicks¬ 
burg  I  have  none  that  could  pass  Fort  De  Russy,  at  Gordon  s 
Landing.  I  can  hear  nothing  from  Grant  until  the  five  boats  below 
Vicksburg  arrive.  Port  Hudson  on  half  rations.  Troops  discon¬ 
tented.  Enemy  sent  to  Arkansas  for  troops  for  Taylor.  Nothing 
to  impede  communication  with  me  in  the  Atchafalaya. 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Admiral. 

General  Banks. 


Instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy, 

commanding  below  Port  Hudson. 

Above  Port  Hudson,  La., 

April  $22,  1863. 

Commodore:  Keep  the - a  short  time  longer.  I  hope  to  join 

you  soon,  but  I  wish  to  see  first  if  there  is  anything  to  be  done  up 
here  by  the  two  armies.  If  there  is,  I  wish  to  be  on  the  spot  to  aid 
all  I  can.  I  have  tightened  the  cords  upon  them  very  much,  and  they 
are  on  half  rations  all  the  time  now,  and  can  not  have  much  of  a  sup¬ 
ply  at  that,  and  every  mouthful  has  to  be  obtained  by  great  labor.  If 
two  more  vessels  had  passed  Port  Hudson  I  would  have  cut  off  their 
supplies  altogether  from  the  west  bank,  by  way  of  Red  River  and 
Texas.  As  it  is,  they  admit  that  we  pinch  them  terribly. 

Some  of  the  boats  from  above  have  passed  down,  but  I  think  they 
are  Ellet’s  ram  fleet;  one  or  more  of  them  has  been  sunk.  The 
rebels  say  three  sunk  and  five  passed,  but  as  yet  we  have  neither  heard 
nor  seen  anything  of  them;  no  doubt  they  are  below,  however,  and  as 
soon  as  their  damages  are  repaired  they  will  be  down,  and  we  will 
clear  out  Red  River,  and  I  will  go  down  to  New  Orleans,  if  I  can. 

I  hope  you  have  sent  Lieutenant-Commanders  Law  and  Wilson 
North  to  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Send  the  Susquehanna  North  for  her  repairs. 

Keep  the  ships  all  provisioned  and  ready  to  move  at  a  moment’s 
warning.  If  nothing  is  heard  from  the  Department  and  there  is  no 
suitable  command  for  Captain  Smith,  let  him  go  home  if  he  wishes  it. 
I  deeply  regret  his  loss,  as  well  as  the  loss  to  the  Navy  of  his  ship, 
but,  as  the  Erenchman  says,  “You  can  not  make  omelet  without  break¬ 
ing  eggs.”  The  whole  affair  would  have  gone  off  beautifully  if  the 
ships  had  not  grounded,  and  the  ships  would  not  have  grounded  if  we 
had  not  fired  so  rapidly.  W  e  did  not  fire  half  the  time,  so  as  to  see 
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the  shore.  I  hope  we  will  have  better  luck  next  time.  We  must  not 
be  discouraged  by  such  accidents.  Alden’s  was  the  only  accident  that 
we  could  not  have  provided  against.  A  chance  shot  will  sometimes 
hit  a  tender  spot. 

If  I  had  the  Essex  up  here  she  would  be  worth  a  million  to  me.  I 
would  send  her  right  up  to  Alexandria  and  cause  the  destruction  of 
everything  that  they  are  building  there,  but  I  hope  it  will  not  be  long 
before  the  generals  are  ready  to  attack  Port  Hudson  from  above  and 
below  with  such  a  force  as  will  make  it  a  sure  thing;  otherwise  I  know 
they  won’t  attack. 

Later:  We  have  just  received  on  board  a  very  intelligent  Union  man 
from  Red  River,  who  informs  me  that  the  Atchafalaya  is  abandoned 
by  the  enemy;  their  guns  are  all  removed  from  Butte-a-la-Rose;  con¬ 
sequently  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  our  boats  ( Clifton  and  the  Queen 
of  the  West ,  if  she  is  in  running  order)  coming  up  to  the  mouth  of  Red 
River  so  as  to  keep  up  the  blockade.  This  man  also  confirms  the  state¬ 
ment  that  the  troops  at  Port  Hudson  are  on  half  rations,  and  says  that 
if  the  blockade  is  kept  up  Port  Hudson  must  be  evacuated.  The 
officers  at  Fort  De  Russy  *  *  *  [illegible]. 

There  are  only  125  soldiers  in  the  fort,  and  they  have  sent  up  to 
Arkansas  for  troops  to  reinforce  General  Taylor,  and  if  I  had  one  or 
two  boats  I  could  gobble  the  whole  party  as  they  attempt  to  come  out 
of  Black  River. 

I  hear  nothing  of  the  Ellet  fleet  from  above,  except  that  they  are 
repairing  at  or  below  Vicksburg,  nor  does  he  know  anything  of  Grant’s 
forces  in  Bayou  Mayon  except  that  he  heard  some  time  ago  that  one 
of  our  boats  was  in  Lake  Providence. 

If  the  report  of  the  abandoning  of  the  Atchafalaya  is  true,  I  wish 
you  would  send  me  up  coal  by  the  Arizona  or  any  other  suitable  trans¬ 
port  which  we  have  there. 

*  ****** 

[D.  G.  Farragut.] 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Unofficial.]  Above  Port  Hudson,  April  ?A,  [1863.] 

Dear  Fox:  I  received  your  unofficial  letter  across  the  peninsula  in 
front  of  Port  Hudson. 

I  shall  be  ready  to  go  to  work  the  moment  I  get  the  ironclads,  but 
my  wooden  ships  are  now  so  much  used  up  that  I  fear  we  could  do  but 
little  with  them;  still  they  will  render  some  service,  I  hope.  . 

Situated  as  we  are,  we  constantly  hear  reports  of  all  kinds,  but 
place  little  reliance  in  any  of  them.  The  last  report  is  that  five  gun¬ 
boats  have  passed  Vicksburg.  If  I  had  half  of  them  I  could  effectually 
cut  off  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  from  their  supplies.  They  say 
that  we  are  starying  them  now,  and  yet  I  am  unable  to  prevent  the 
crossing  of  cattle  and  hogs  at  and  above  Natchez.  My  force  is  so 
small  that  I  must  keep  it  together,  as  the  enemy  appears  determined  to 
capture  us,  which  we  hope  to  give  them  some  trouble  in  accomplishing. 

I  am  now  awaiting  the  movements  of  General  Grant  down  the  Bayou 
Mayon.  If  be  is  successful,  the  moment  Porter’s  boats  and  Grant  s 
troops  make  their  appearance  I  will  communicate  with  General  Banks 


60 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


and  try  to  persuade  them  to  attack  Port  Hudson  simultaneously  from 
above  and  below,  and  the  rebels,  with  their  stomachs  in  their  present 
condition,  will  not  hold  out  many  hours.  They  have  been  on  half 
rations  for  some  time.  They  can  get  no  provisions  by  the  river,  and 
all  that  they  do  get  has  to  be  transported  a  considerable  distance  by 
land,  and  there  is  a  great  scarcity  all  through  the  country  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  Mississippi. 

We  have  also  heard  from  negroes  that  all  the  steamers  passed  up 
Red  River  to  Alexandria  with  [men]  Thursday  last;  that  the  Queen  of 
the  West  was  captured  by  us  in  Grand  Lake,  and  that  there  had  been  a 
severe  fight  on  the  Teche,  in  which  the  rebels  were  badly  beaten.  1 
sincerely  hope  that  this  is  true,  for  I  would  like  to  see  our  soldiers 
doing  something.  Our  great  difficulty  is  that  one  or  two  negroes  (sent 
for  the  purpose)  will  convince  our  generals  that  the  enemy  is  too 
strong  for  us,  and  then  an  attack  is  out  of  the  question.  The  enemy 
has  literally  whipped  us  by  this  species  of  deception.  I  always  ask 
them:  “Why  don’t  you  go  and  see  for  yourself;  make  a  reconnois- 
sance  in  force;  or,  in  other  words,  make  a  fight?” 

I  found  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  try  Lieutenant-Commanders  Law 
and  Wilson  by  court-martial  for  some  time  to  come,  so  I  directed 
Commodore  Morris  to  send  them  home,  particularly  as  I  was  told  that 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  Harriet  Lane  had  been  sent  North. 

Pray  do  not  let  those  officers  at  Washington  be  changing  uniform 
every  week  or  two.  I  think  there  should  have  been  but  one  change 
made.  As  you  made  a  new  grade  it  would  have  been  but  right  to 
make  a  uniform  for  it,  and  I  wish  that  uniform  had  been  simply 
a  broad  stripe  of  lace  on  the  cuff — say  an  inch  and  a  quarter  wide, 
with  a  narrow  stripe  of  a  quarter  of  an  inch  above  it,  and  a  little 
rosette  with  a  silver  star  in  the  center.  The  star  is  the  designation  of 
the  admiral,  and  therefore  should  be  visible.  The  other  uniforms 
were  all  well  enough,  but  this  adding  on  stripes  until  they  reach  a 
man’s  elbow,  appears  to  me  to  be  a  great  error.  In  the  first  place  you 
must  count  the  stripes  to  ascertain  the  officer’s  rank,  which  at  any  dis¬ 
tance  is  almost  impossible,  and  I  presume  the  objects  of  uniform  are 
principally  for  the  purpose  of  recognizing  the  grades  in  order  to  pay 
the  honor  due  on  all  official  occasions.  It  appeal’s  to  me,  however, 
that  the  object  of  the  present  change  of  uniform  is  to  blend  the  grades 
as  much  as  possible;  or,  in  other  words,  to  avoid  distinctions.  If  such 
is  the  case,  bring  us  down  to  the  simple  blue  coat  with  navy  buttons; 
but  if  the  grade  is  to  be  marked,  let  it  be  distinct  and  unmistakable. 

My  rule  through  life  has  been  to  vote  against  a  change  in  uniform, 
but  when  one  has  to  be  made,  make  it  as  good  as  I  could,  that  is  well 
suited  to  the  necessities  of  the  service,  easy  to  procure,  not  expensive, 
easily  preserved,  and  the  grades  distinctly  marked. 

Yours,  very  truly  and  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Hear -A  dmiral. 

G.  Y.  Fox,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General  Augur,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf,  19th  Army  Corps, 

Opelousas ,  April  °21 ,  1863. 

General:  1  am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  inform  you 
of  the  arrival  here  of  Lieutenants  Tenney  and  Skinner,  of  Colonel 
Dudley’s  staff,  with  important  dispatches  from  General  Grant. 

The  commanding  general  desires  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  service 
rendered  by  these  officers  and  b}r  Lieutenant  Dean  and  the  officers  of 
the  Signal  Corps,  Captain  Roe,  and  Lieutenants  Herbert  and  Abbott,  in 
opening  communications  with  the  forces  above  Port  Hudson. 

We  occupy  Opelousas  and  hold  Washington,  [La.],  by  a  strong 
advance  post.  •  s 

The  command  rests  to-day.  The  enemy  took  the  road  to  Alexandria. 
In  a  proclamation  issued  on  the  19th,  Brigadier-General  Pratt,  then 
commanding  here,  says  the  brave  men  of  Texas,  Arkansas,  and  Mis¬ 
souri  will  soon  be  with  them,  apparently  showing  that  he  expects  no 
reinforcements  from  Port  Hudson.  *  *  * 

1  he  commanding’  general  desires  you  to  keep  him  constantly  informed 
of  the  state  of  affairs  in  your  vicinity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Richard  B.  Irwin, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Major-General  C.  C.  Augur, 

Commanding  First  Division ,  Baton  Bouge. 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Augur,  U.  S.  Army. 

« 

Above  Port  Hudson,  April  23,  [1863\. 

Dear  General:  We  have  the  enemy  in  a  tight  place;  he  is  on  half 
rations  at  Port  Hudson;  his  Arkansas  troops,  one  or  two  regiments, 
refused  duty  a  datr  or  two  since,  saying  that  they  would  not  remain 
there  if  they  did  not  give  them  more  food.  They  have  heard  in  some 
way  that  you  intend  to  attack  them  by  way  of  Manchac  and  have  sent 
out  troops  to  meet  yours.  They  say  that  if  I  hold  Red  River  as  I  am 
doing,  that  they  will  have  to  evacuate  Port  Hudson.  1  have  just 
caught  and  destroyed  two  of  their  boats  that  were  used  to  cross  pro¬ 
visions  from  the  west  bank  to  Bayou  Sara;  we  have  been  trying  to 
catch  these  boats  for  some  time.  They  say  they  are  anxious  to  get  their 
large  guns  away  from  Port  Hudson  for  fear  of  losing  them.  If  I  can 
only  get  coal  up  through  the  Atchafalava  I  will  accomplish  all,  but  I 
do  wish  General  Grant  would  come  along  so  that  you  could  both  attack 
the  place  and  take  it. 

I  have  a  man  direct  from  Fort  De  Russy  who  says  there  are  no  guns 
on  the  Atchafalaya.  Butte-a-la-Rose  is  abandoned.  The  Xl-inch  gun 
of  the  Indianola  and  six  other  pieces  are  mounted  at  Fort  De  Russy, 
but  that  will  give  us  no  trouble,  as  it  [is]  80  miles  up  the  Red  River,  and 
the  Black,  down  which  General  Grant’s  forces  are  to  come,  is  not  over 
40  miles  from  the  mouth  of  Red  River. 

I  hope  you  will  tighten  the  cords  around  Port  Hudson.  I  will  draw 
them  tighter  every  day.  My  informant  says  there  are  but  125  men  at 
Fort  De  Russj7,  and  that  it  can  be  shelled  at  2  miles  without  their  being- 
able  to  reply. 
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I  wish  to  act  with  [illegible].  I  think  that  *  *  *  this  ship  ren¬ 

dering  the  most  effective  service  here. 

I  suppose  General  Banks  is  still  in  the  field  in  the  Opelousas  coun¬ 
try.  Wishing  you  every  success  in  your  undertakings, 

I  remain,  very  truly,  yours, 

[D.  G.  Farragut,] 

Rear-Admiral . 

Major-General  C.  C.  Augur, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Baton  Rouge. 

F.  S. — Please  say  to  General  Banks  when  you  write  him  if  the  boats 
that  pass  Vicksburg  prove  to  be  gunboats  I  will  have  them  at  Alex¬ 
andria  by  the  time  he  reaches  there,  if  possible,  Put  1  fear  they  are 
General  Ellet’s  squadron,  or  Marine  Brigade,  and  carry  no  guns  except 
those  belonging  to  their  field  artillery;  consequently  I  will  have  nothing 
to  attack  Fortlde  Russy,  as  I  can  not  take  my  own  ship  up  Red  River. 
Respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 


Personal  letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Alden,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Hartford, 

Above  Port  Hudson ,  April  23,  1863. 

Dear  Captain:  It  is  so  long  since  I  supposed  }tou  were  promoted, 
that  I  will  not  at  this  late  day  congratulate  you  on  it,  but  on  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  health  and  the  good  condition  of  your  ship,  once  more  ready 
for  service. 

I  have  been  holding  the  enemy  very  uneasy  by  the  stomach.  They 
are  on  half  rations  at  Port  Hudson,  and  great  dissatisfaction  among 
their  men.  They  have  alread}7  begun  to  talk  of  saving  their  long 
guns,  etc.,  and  I  hear  from  all  quarters  that  they  can  not  hold  out  if 
we  continue  the  blockade  of  Red  River.  We  destroyed  the  only  flat- 
boats  they  had  at  Bayou  Sara  to-day,  on  our  way  down,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  sugar,  after  helping  ourselves  to  what  was  required  for 
the  vessels. 

The  report  above  is  that  eight  boats  attempted  to  pass  Vicksburg, 
and  one  was  sunk,  one  burned,  and  the  rest  got  b}7,  but  much  injured. 
They  are  no  doubt  repairing  and  will  be  down  by  the  time  we  get  back 
to  mouth  of  Red  River,  when  I  will  send  up  the  Red  River  and  make 
a  raid  upon  them,  but  I  fear  they  are  rams  and  not  gunboats. 

I  do  not  see  why  the  Arizona  or  some  other  steamer  can  not  bring 
us  coal  up  the  Atchafalaya,  as  they  have  abandoned  that  river  and  all 
the  steamers  are  above  the  Fort  De  Russy.  They  have  the  Xl-inch 
gun  of  the  Indianola  there  with  six  others.  The  Indianola  was 
another  dastardly  affair.  She  was  not  injured  in  the  least;  her  own 
men  sunk  her  and  the  enemy  afterwards  blew  her  up.  I  saw  her  as  I 
went  up,  but  when  I  came  down  to  blow  her  up  she  had  slid  off  into 
deep  water  and  disappeared. 

They  may  use  the  guns  with  grape  and  canister,  but  they  can  not 
have  many  shot  or  shell.  The  IX-inch  is  spiked  and  is  still  at  Alex¬ 
andria;  unable  to  fix  it. 

I  think  I  will  hold  on  for  Grant  this  week,  and  if  he  does  not  let 
me  hear  of  him  I  will  go  down,  even  if  I  leave  the  ship  here. 
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^  hear  that  our  people  have  had  a  little  success  on  the 

Leche,  etc.,  and  that  the  Clifton  banged  the  Queen  of  the  West  and 
with  her  the  great  lighter,  Captain  Fuller.  They  even  say  now  that 
they  don  t  think  they  can  afford  to  attack  us.  I  suppose  you  all 
expected  to  hear  of  our  being  eaten  without  pepper  and  salt  long- 
before  this.  I  do  hope  the  generals,  some  or  all,  will  attack  this  mis¬ 
erable  place,  Port  Hudson.  They  say  here  that  if  they  had  invested 
it  when  we  came  up  it  would  not'have  held  out  a  week.' 

Send  my  kind  regards  to  Mrs.  Smith  and  the  captain  also.  I  deeply 
regret  the  loss  of  his  ship,  but  it  was  all  the  fault  of  not  stopping 
tiring,  to  see  the  shore,  and  perhaps  not  having  a  good  pilot.  The 
mizzentop  is  a  good  institution. 

Your  friend, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 

[Captain  James  Alden.J 

I  am  gratified  that  the  Department  approves  of  our  coming  up  past 
Port  Hudson.  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  arrest  further  disaster  above. 

D.  G.  F. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  G.  S.  Navy, 
giving  account  of  capture  of  Butte-k-la-Rose. 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf,  19th  Army  Corps, 

Opelousas,  La.,  April  23,  1863. 

My  Dear  Admiral  :  Accept  my  thanks  for  your  dispatch  of  April  6,* 
which  I  received  on  the  21st  instant  with  the  dispatches  of  General 
Grant.  Accept  my  congratulations  upon  your  success  in  controlling 
the  open  sea  between  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson.  The  blockade  of 
the  Red  River  is  a  most  important  affair  to  our  arms.  We  have  now 
achieved  the  freedom  of  the  Atchafalaya,  of  which  we  have  spoken  so 
much  together,  and  I  hope  at  no  distant  time  to  communicate  with  you 
through  that  route. 

The  gunboats  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Cooke  captured  Butte-a- 
la-Rose  on  the  20th  instant.  You  have  doubtless  had  a  full  report  of 
this  affair.  The  engagement  was  short,  but  decisive.  We  captured 
their  guns,  considerable  ammunition,  the  commander  of  the  post,  and 
60  prisoners.  This  gives  us  the  entire  control  of  the  Atchafalaya  and 
the  Red  River.  Since  we  parted  at  Baton  Rouge  I  have  accomplished 
the  design  which  ivas  interrupted  by  your  enterprise  for  passing  the 
batteries.  Immediately  upon  the  achievement  of  that  distinguished 
success  by  your  own  ship  and  the  Albatross  we  recommenced  our  under¬ 
taking.  On  the  12th  of  April  we  were  before  the  fortifications  at 
Camp  Bisland,  where  we  commenced  an  engagement  with  the  enemy 
which  lasted  two  days.  Our  men  behaved  splendidly  and  have  achieved 
at  every  point  a  complete  success.  The  works  would  have  been 
assaulted  on  the  morning  of  their  evacuation.  They  commenced  their 
retreat  at  about  12  o’clock  at  night,  and  we  followed  them  at  3  o’clock 
in  the  morning.  Grover’s  division  had  landed  near  Indian  Bend  with 
the  intention  of  intercepting  their  retreat  at  Franklin,  but  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  transportation  and  landing  prevented  his  reaching  that  point 
within  a  few  hours,  and  the  enemy  escaped  with  his  artillery  and 
cavalry.  The  infantry  has  been  almost  entirely  dispersed.  We  have 


*See  p.  45. 
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captured  nearly  2,000  prisoners,  more  than  1,000  stand  of  .small  arms, 
20  siege  guns,  including  1  field  gun,  considerable  ammunition,  and  the 
chiefs  of  the  three  arms  of  rebel  service:  Captain  huller,  commanding 
the  fleet;  Captain  Semmes,  commanding  the  artillery;  and.  Colonel 
Vincent,  commanding  the  cavalry.  We  compelled  them  to  destroy  the 
Diana  and  Ilart,  and  the  fleet  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Cooke  sunk 
the  Queen  of  the  West  in  the  contest  for  the  possession  of  Butte-a-la- 
Rose,  on  Grand  Lake.  We  have  captured  more  than  10,000  head  of 
cattle,  and  horses  and  mules  sufficient  for  the  entire  service  of  the  arm v . 
It  will  be  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  reorganize  his  forces  in  this 
department  for  the  present. 

We  are  anxiously  waiting  to  hear  from  General  Grant.  With  the 
force  that  he  is  able  to  furnish  us  I  regard  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson  as 
certain.  The  difficulty  is  to  ascertain  how  and  when  it  can  be  sent  to 
us.  Now  that  we  have  achieved  the  freedom  of  the  Atchafalaya,  my 
belief  is  that  we  should  join  his  forces  to  us  by  that  river,  crossing 
the  Grand  River  and  the  [Bayou]  Plaquemine  at  Baton  Rouge.  This 
is  the  most  feasible  point  of  junction  of  our  forces,  and  can  be 
accomplished  with  the  least  danger  and  in  the  least  time. 

The  enemy,  counting  upon  the  misfortunes  which  have  happened  to 
our  little  navy,  has  completed  his  plans  for  an  assault  on  Brashear 
City^.  They  were  kept  in  entire  ignorance  of  our  purposes,  and  were 
not  aware  of  our  movement  until  we  stood  before  their  fortifications 
at  Camp  Bisland.  Their  surprise  and  their  rout  has  been  complete, 
and  leaves  us  leisure  for  other  operations.  The  Navy  has  done  every¬ 
thing  that  we  could  desire,  and  is  worthy  of  its  distinguished  leader. 

I  beg  37ou  to  forward  the  communication  to  General  Grant*  as 
speedily  as  possible,  and  communicate  the  substance  of  his  answer  by 
telegraph.  My  dispatch  is  substantially  the  same  as  this  addressed  to 
you.  I  am  very  anxious  to  hear  his  conclusions  and  to  know  how 
soon  we  may  effect  a  cooperation.  I  regard  the  passage  of  the  bat¬ 
teries  by  the  Hartford  and  Albatross  and  the  fights  you  have  had  with 
the  enemy  at  Grand  Gulf  and  elsewhere  on  the  river  as  among  the 
most  brilliant  operations  of  the  war  and  effecting  most  important  results 
in  the  future  affairs  of  this  part  of  the  country.  I  hope  you  are  in 
health,  as  I  am  sure  you  must  be  in  spirit.  We  have  no  news  from 
the  North  of  importance,  except  that  the  expedition  to  Charleston  has 
failed  and  that  the  land  and  naval  forces  have  returned  to  Port  Royal. 
The  spirit  of  the  people  is  cheerful  and  confident,  and  opinion  more 
united  than  it  has  been. 

The  Government  is  firm  in  its  purposes,  and  will,  I  believe,  soon 
bring  the  war  to  an  end. 

I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 


Admiral  Farragut, 

Flagship  Hartford. 


N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 


[Signals.] 

I  have  45  or  20  contrabands  I  must  send  over. 
Can  I  do  it  safely? 


April  24. 
No  place  for  them. 

D.  G.  F. 


*See  p.  65. 
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If  you  have  skiffs  to  send  with  them,  you  can. 

J.  A. 


When  shall  I  look  for  you  again  \ 


April  24. 
Alden. 


I  hope  to  be  down  again  on  Saturday,  the  2d. 

D.  G.  F. 


Report  of  Major-General  Banks.  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  operations  in  west  Louisiana. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Opelousas,  La.,  April  23,  1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dis¬ 
patches,  dated  at  Headquarters  before  Vicksburg,  March  23,  1863,  on 
the  21st,  by  the  hand  of  Lieutenant  Tenney,  of  General  Augur’s  divi¬ 
sion,  at  Baton  Rouge.  On  April  10,  Mr.  Gabaudan,  private  secretary 
of  Admiral  Farragut,  commanding  the  Hartford ,  at  the  mouth  of  Red 
River,  reported  at  my  headquarters  at  Brashear,  and  gave  me  verbally 
the  substance  of  your  dispatches,  which  he  said  he  had  read  but  did 
not  bring  with  him  in  the  dangerous  passage  which  he  was  compelled 
to  make  of  the  batteries  of  Port  Hudson. 

The  information  received  from  Mr.  Gabaudan  differs  somewhat  from 
your  dispatches.  I  understand  from  him  that  it  was  your  intention  to 
send  a  force  by  the  way  of  Lake  Providence  and  the  Black  River,  passing 
through  the  intermediate  bayous  to  the  mouth  of  the  Black  River  on  the 
Red  River,  and  that  this  force  would  probably  reach  the  Red  River  by 
May  1,  proximo,  to  cooperate  with  my  command  against  Port  Hudson. 

Stimulated  by  this  report  and  cheering  prospect  of  assistance  we 
pushed  with  vigor  the  expedition  upon  which  we  were  then  engaged. 
Our  success  has  been  complete.  We  have  utterly  destroyed  the  army 
and  navy  of  this  part  of  the  Confederacy  and  made  it  impossible  for 
the  enemy  to  reorganize  his  forces  for  some  months  to  come.  We 
occupy  Opelousas,  and  my  advance  is  about  30  miles  in  front  of  this 
place,  on  the  road  to  Alexandria. 

The  forces  of  the  enemy  are  divided,  a  portion  of  Sibley’s  cavalry 
being  on  the  Plaquemine  Bayou,  on  the  road  to  Texas,  [La.],  with  General 
Mouton,  and  the  artillery  and  some  cavalry  on  the  road  to  Alexan¬ 
dria.  The  infantry  is  completely  dispersed.  We  have  captured  2,000 
prisoners,  1,000  stand  of  arms,  ammunition,  ordnance  stores,  etc.,  20 
heavy  guns,  demolished  his  foundries  at  Franklin  and  New  Iberia, 
and  the  salt  works  below  [New]  Iberia.  We  have  captured  2  steamers 
and  several  boats,  and  compelled  the  destruction  of  10  or  12  transport 
steamers,  some  of  them  laden  with  flour,  ammunition,  and  arms. 

The  gunboats  Diana,  ILart ,  and  Queen  of  the  West  have  been 
destroyed  and  their  armament  captured  by  our  forces.  W e  have 
among  our  prisoners  the  most  important  officers  of  all  arms.  Captain 
Fuller,  the  commander  of  their  fleet,  captured  from  the  Queen  of  the 
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West,  known  here  as  the  “King  of  the  Swamp,”  long  in  the  legislature 
and  at  the  head  of  the  filibuster  or  fighting  element  of  the  State,  whose 
candidate  he  was  for  the  office  of  governor.  We  have  also  Captain 
Sonnies)  the  first  officer  of  their  artillery,  and  Colonel  Vincent,  the 
chief  of  their  cavalry.  They  can  make  no  stand  this  side  of  Alexandria. 

The  capture  of  the  fortifications  at  Butte-a-la  Rose  by"  the  army  and 
navy,  which  occurred  on  the  morning  of  April  20,  opens  to  us.  com¬ 
pletely  the  Atchafalaya  to  the  Red  River.  Several  days  since  I 
addressed  to  the  admiral  an  enquiry  whether  he  could  navigate  the  Red 
River  to  Alexandria,  and  to  yourself  a  request  to  communicate  the 
time  when  your  cooperative  force  could  reach  Red  River.  Our  com¬ 
munication  with  the  admiral  is  open  only  on  Thursdays,  when  he 
comes  down  to  Port  Hudson.  It  will  he  communicated  to  him,  as  I 
am  informed,  by  dispatches  from  General  Augur  to-day.  It  must  be 
some  time  before  it  reaches  you. 

I  was  disappointed  in  learning  from  the  perusal  of  your  dispatches 
that  at  their  date  it  was  undetermined  whether  you  can  send  a  force  to 
Red  River  or  not,  on  account  of  the  deficiency  of  your  transportation. 
It  is  a  grief  on  my  part  that  I  can  not  aid  you  in  this  respect.  Our 
transportation  is  lamentably  deficient.  I  had  but  one  steamer  with 
which  to  pass  two  divisions  of  my  corps  over  Berwick  Bay7  in  this 
campaign.  The  route  is  open,  but  I  can  reach  Red  River  only  by7 
forced  marches.  It  is  six  days’  march  to  Alexandria  and  four  or  five 
to  Simmesport,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Atchafalaya,  but  until  we  can  hear 
from  you,  I  shall  make  Washington,  on  the  Courtableau,  my  base  of 
operations. 

We  can  cooperate  with  y7ou  in  any  manner  you  suggest,  by  a 
junction  on  the  Red  River  or  by  an  attack  from  Baton  Rouge,  joining 
your  forces  on  the  BayTou  Sara  in  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  My  belief 
is  that  this  is  the  best  method,  as  the  passage  of  the  Mississippi  from 
the  Red  River  is  very  difficult  with  our  short  transportation  and  will 
require  a  landing,  and  places  us  between  the  armies  of  Vicksburg  and 
Port  Hudson;  but  we  shall  not.  hesitate.  I  wait  anxiously  to  hear  from 
you  upon  these  points,  viz: 

First.  When  can  you  be  at  the  mouth  of  the  Black  or  Red  River? 

Second.  In  what  manner  shall  my  forces  cooperate  with  you? 

Third.  Can  you  furnish  transportation  for  your  passage  to  Port 
Hudson,  or  do  you  rely  upon  us? 

Fourth.  Can  you  supply  your  troops,  or  will  you  rely7  upon  us? 

Fifth.  Is  it  not  practicable  for  your  force  to  join  us  by  the  Atcha¬ 
falaya  ? 

It  is  doubtful  if  we  can  supply  your  forces  from  New  Orleans  in 
operating  above  Port  Hudson,  on  account  of  our  deficient  transporta¬ 
tion.  My  belief  is  that  the  best  junction  is  by  the  Atchafalaya.  We 
can  reach  Baton  Rouge  by  the  Grand  River  and  the  [Bayrouj  Plaque- 
mine  without  transshipment,  and,  our  forces  united,  make  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  Port  Hudson  certain.  My  own  command  is  insufficient. 

Waiting  anxiously  your  response,  and  with  full  confidence  in  yrour 
judgment  and  earnest  cooperation, 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 


Major-General  Grant, 

Commanding  Forces  on  the 


N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 
Upper  Mississippi. 
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Report  of  Captain  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  opening  of  communication  with  Rear- 
Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  above  Port  Hudson. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Below  Port  Hudson ,  April  25,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  article  8  of  a  general  order  issued  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  under  date  of  December  12,  1862,  1  have  respectfully  to  report 
that  we  succeeded,  on  the  15th  instant,  in  our  endeavors  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  the  admiral  above  Port  Hudson.  Since  then  a  party  under 
charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Swann,  of  this  vessel,  has  crossed  [and] 
recrossed  the  point  three  times  with  the  mails  and  dispatches.  As 
there  has  been  more  or  less  anxiety  displayed  and  ingenuity  exercised 
to  bring  about  this  very  desirable  result,  and  believing  it  would  not  be 
uninteresting  to  the  Department  to  have  a  detailed  account  of  the  diffi¬ 
culties  which  we  had  to  contend  with  and  how  they  were  surmounted, 
I  shall  proceed  to  narrate  them  in  as  concise  a  manner  as  possible. 

The  first  attempt  was  by  the  army.  General  Banks  having  thought 
it  of  sufficient  importance,  sent  a  full  brigade  for  that  service.  They 
succeeded  in  crossing  the  point  after  much  difficulty,  and  kept  the  line 
open  several  da}Ts,  notwithstanding  the  rebels  had  cut  the  levees  above, 
hoping  to  drown  them  out.  As  it  was  found,  however,  that  the  admiral 
had  left  that  vicinity,  the  expected  results  were  not  obtained,  and  the 
brigade  Avas  withdrawn  to  Baton  Rouge. 

Mr.  Gabaudan’s  arri\Tal  subsequently  with  information  that  the 
admiral  would  be  down  at  a  certain  dajr  and  desired,  if  possible,  to 
communicate  with  us,  determined  me  in  the  meanwhile  to  devise  some 
sure  plan  to  carry  out  his  wishes.  A  reconnoissance  Avith  the  aid  of 
some  army  officers  Avho  had  examined  the  ground  previously  was  made, 
first,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  if  skiffs  could  be  used;  second,  if  a  line 
could  be  cut  through  the  woods;  and  lastly,  to  find,  if  possible,  a  tree 
accessible  and  high  enough  to  signalize  from  its  summit.  The  first  idea 
AATas  pronounced  entirely  practicable,  as  they  had  demonstrated  the  fact 
by  actually  crossing  in  the  manner  indicated,  the  water  for  most  of  the 
Avay  being  from  3  to  20  feet  deep.  It  was  thought,  too,  that  the  ships 
might,  from  the  highest  point  of  their  masts,  be  able  to  signalize  to  each 
other  over  the  trees.  With  that  view  a  light  platform  about  4  feet 
square  was  prepared,  supported  by  an  iron  frame,  and  placed  upon  the 
roval  masthead  and  the  topgallant  mastfitted  for  the  first  time  in  twelve 
months.  Everything  being  ready  on  the  day  indicated,  all  ears  were- 
strained  to  catch  the  sound  of  the  signal  gun  of  our  gallant  commander 
in  chief.  At  10  a.  m.  it  was  heard,  and  immediately  answered  by  us. 
The  mastheads  of  the  Hartford ,  too,  were  discovered  from  our  crow’s 
nest.  Communication  was  at  once  established  by  the  army  signal 
officers,  Avhich  were  on  board  the  two  vessels,  and  a  party  sent  with  mails 
and  dispatches.  No  decided  opposition  was  offered  by  the  enemy  to 
our  crossing,  except  in  the  last  instance,  Avhen  Mr.  Swann  and  his  men 
came  near  falling  into  their  hands,  but  received  timely  warning  by 
the  force  sent  by  the  admiral  to  cover  his  exit  from  the  swamp. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  beg  leave  to  request  that  Mr.  Swann  be  pro¬ 
moted  to  acting  master  for  the  good  and  efficient  aid  rendered  by  him 
in  this  difficult  and  hazardous  duty. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  _ 

Secretary  United  States  Navy ,  Washington ,  P.  I  '■ 
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[Telegram.] 

Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Algiers ,  April  27,  1863. 

I  wish  you  to  proceed  with  the  Estrella ,  Arizona ,  and  Sachem  up 
the  Atchafalaya  River  and  join  the  admiral  at  the  entrance  of  the  Red 
River.  I  wish  you  also  to  take  on  hoard  the  boats  between  200  and 
300  tons  of  hard  coal  for  the  admiral.  Inform  me  by  telegraph  if  you 
can  accomplish  this.  If  so,  I  will  send  over  the  coal. 

H.  W.  Morris, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  R.  Cooke. 


[Telegram.] 

Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans ,  April  28,  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  ordered  by  the  commanding  general  to  send  you  the  fol¬ 
lowing  communication  from  Admiral  Farragut: 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Above  Port  Hudson,  April  24- 

General  Banks:  I  am  glad  to  hear  of  your  success.  I  can  hear  nothing  from  Grant 
until  the  five  gunboats  from  Vicksburg  arrive.  Till  then  I  have  none  that  can  pass 
Fort  De  Russy  at  Gordon’s  Landing.  Port  Hudson  is  on  half  rations.  Soldiers  dis¬ 
contented.  The  enemy  has  sent  to  Arkansas  for  troops  for  Taylor.  There  is  nothing 
to  impede  communication  with  me  in  the  Atchafalaya. 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  T.  Dunham, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Captain  Cooke, 

Flagship  Estrella. 


[Telegram.] 

Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  April  28,  1863. 

The  Sachem  is  here  waiting  for  a  pilot  to  come  around  from  Berwick 
Bay  to  take  her  in  there.  He  was  telegraphed  for  yesterday  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Crocker.  I  will  send  also  the  Reliance,  if  possible,  with  the 
Sachem.  Am  I  to  understand  that  you  can  take  ]  50  tons  of  coal  for 
the  admiral  besides  that  which  you  will  require  for  your  own  vessels? 
If  you  think  that  the  Calhoun  can  go  up  with  you,  take  her.  I  pre¬ 
sume  she  can  not  go. 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  R.  Cooke. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet,  U.  S.  Army, 
commanding  U.  S.  ram  Switzerland,  for  a  reconnoissance  in  Red  River. 

Head  of  Old  River,  April  29,  [  1863}. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  up  Red  River  to  the  mouth  of  the  Black  and 
make  enquiry  as  to  the  state  of  affairs  above,  and  if  all  is  well  go  up 
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to  Fort  De  Hussy.  If  that  fort  is  abandoned,  land  and  destroy  the  case 
mates;  take  the  iron  on  board,  as  well  as  an}^  guns  that  may  be  left 
there,  and  throw  the  remaining  articles  in  the  river. 

If  you  hear  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats  being  below  Alexandria,  do  not 
go  above  Fort  De  Russy,  but  return  to  this  place  and  report;  but  if 
you  hear  that  the  boats  have  all  gone  above  the  falls  and  that  General 
Banks  is  in  Alexandria,  then  go  ahead  to  Alexandria  and  communi¬ 
cate  with  him. 

Send  me  a  skiff  from  the  mouth  of  Black  River  with  a  note  report¬ 
ing  progress,  and  also  one  from  Fort  De  Russy  if  you  go  beyond  that 
point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  G.  Farragut,] 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ram.  Switzerland. 

P.  S. — Keep  in  sight  of  each  other,  so  as  to  render  assistance  if 
necessary. 


Report  of  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  opening  of  communication  for 

supplies. 


m. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 
Brashear  City ,  April  30 ,  1863 — 6  a. 

Dear  Sir:  I  modify  my  dispatch  sent  to  the  admiral  so  far  as  to 
recommend  the  union  of  our  forces  on  the  Bayou  Sara.  My  fear  was 
that  our  supplies  could  not  be  made  secure,  but  upon  further  reflec¬ 
tion  1  am  satisfied  that  with  the  force  you  propose  to  send  and  my  own 
we  can  march  directly  to  the  rear  of  Port  Fludson  and  thus  open  com¬ 
munication  by  the  way  of  Baton  Rouge  for  all  supplies.  In  this 
view  the  Bayou  Sara  route  is  the  most  feasible.  We  are  anxious  to 
hear  from  you.  There  is  no  news  here. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Mayor-  General ,  Commanding. 

Major-General  Grant. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet,  U.  S.  Army,  to 
communicate  with  the  naval  force  at  Grand  Gulf. 

Off  Red  River,  May  1,  [1868]. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  ram  Switzerland ,  under  your  com¬ 
mand,' to  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  and  if  possible  you  will  communicate  with 
the  United  States  naval  forces  at  that  place  and  deliver  to  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  my  dispatches.  You  will  also  give  him  such  informa¬ 
tion  as  vou  possess  or  may  obtain  on  your  way  up. 

Do  not  attempt  to  pass  the  batteries  at  Grand  Gult,  but  communi¬ 
cate  across  the  point  if  the  enemy  have  no  forces  on  the  Louisiana 

8  You.  will  return  to  me  with  your  reply  or  the  result  of  your  trip  and 
on  your  way  down  destroy  all  the  flatboats,  particularly  at  fsatchez. 
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If  you  do  not  find  us  off  this  place  you  will  know  that  we  are  down  the 
river  and  you  will  continue  down  to  join  us. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  G.  Farragut,] 

Rear-Adm  iral. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet, 

Commanding  U.  X.  Ram  Switzerland. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  operations  in  west  Louisiana. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Off  Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  i,  1863. 

Dear  Admiral:  I  am  still  here  blockading  this  river  and  doing  all 
in  my  limited  power  to  cut  off  the  enemy’s  supplies.  I  go  down  to  the 
mouth  of  Old  River,  just  above  Port  Hudson,  once  a  week  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  the  fleet  below.  General  Banks  has  made  a  raid  into  the 
Opelousas  country,  defeated  Taylor,  captured  some  2,000  prisoners 
and  some  of  their  best  officers;  has  pushed  on  to  Opelousas,  and  when 
last  heard  from  was  within  30  miles  of  Alexandria,  with  the  enemy 
flying  before  him  and  the  whole  country  panic  stricken. 

The  enemy'  have  deserted  the  Atchafalaya  and  removed  their  guns 
from  Fort  De  Russy,  on  the  Red  River;  they  have  all  gone  up  to 
Alexandria,  where  they  will  make  their  stand.  They  are  looking  for 
Kirby  Smith  with  reinforcements  from  the  Washita  [Ouachita],  and  if 
I  had  two,  or  even  one,  of  jmur  ironclads,  I  would  now  be  at  Alex¬ 
andria  to  meet  Banks,  and  could  easily  cut  off  the  fleet  of  Kirby  Smith 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Black  River. 

Do  send  me  one  or  two  of  your  ironclads  for  this  service;  it  will 
only  last  a  few  days,  and  you  certainly  can  not  operate  anywhere  else 
to  so  great  advantage  for  our  country. 

If  you  do  not  send  me  a  force  of  at  least  two  boats,  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  relinquish  my  blockade  and  go  down  the  river,  as  my  fuel  will  be 
nearly  expended.  I  now  prevent  the  enemy  from  sending  forces  from 
Port  Hudson  to  Taylor,  and  with  one  or  two  ironclads  could  capture 
Kirby  Smith’s  whole  fleet  at  the  mouth  of  Black  River. 

I  hear  through  rebel  sources  that  our  cavalry  have  made  a  raid  on 
Jackson  railroad  and  torn  up  a  considerable  portion  of  it,  and  that 
they  have  even  penetrated  to  Jackson.  No  doubt  that  the  enemy  has 
sent  every  man  they  could  spare  to  Johnston  in  anticipation  of  his  fight 
with  Rosecrans,  and  1  do  not  believe  there  are  20,000  troops  left  in 
Vicksburg  nor  over  10,000  at  Port  Hudson.  Now  is  the  time  to  attack. 
Do  send  the  gunboats. 

Very  truly,  yours, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- A  dmiral 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  or 
Commanding  Naval  Officer, 

Grand  Gulf. 


P.  S.~ I  send  this  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet,  of  the  Switzerland , 
who  is  a  very  efficient  and  active  officer,  ready  and  willing  to  do  any- 
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thing  in  his  power.  He  will  return  with  your  answer  to  me,  and  w  hen 
I  go  down  the  river  I  shall  have  to  send  him  up  to  you,  as  he  prefers 
that  to  going  to  New  Orleans. 

Yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral . 

I  am  informed  by  a  refugee  carpenter  I  have  on  board  that  the 
rebels  are  building  an  ironclad  ram  at  Shreveport  with  a  steel  prow, 
as  they  say,  in  the  shape  of  a  V,  lying  horizontally.  It  is  for  this  ves¬ 
sel  they  intend  the  two  guns  (IX  and  XI  inch)  which  they  saved  from 
the  Indianola.  These  guns  are  now  at  Alexandria  awaiting  the  ram. 
They  do  not  appear  to  think  she  will  be  finished  this  high  water. 

D.  G.  F. 


Letter  from  Rear-Acimiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army, 
regarding  naval  and  military  operations  in  west  Louisiana, 

Off  Red  River,  May  1 ,  [1863], 

Dear  General:  I  herewith  enclose  to  you  a  communication  brought 
from  General  Banks  1  >y  my  secretary,  who  went  down  past  Port  Hud¬ 
son  in  a  skiff,  carrying  my  dispatches  to  General  Banks  and  the  fleet 
below.  Its  soiled  condition  is  owing  to  the  secretary  being  compelled 
to  carry  it  in  his  mouth  when  pursued  by  the  enemy’s  pickets  on  his 
return  to  the  ship  across  the  peninsula. 

General  Banks  has  defeated  General  Taylor  at  Pattersonville,  on 
the  Teche,  capturing  2,000  prisoners.  Our  gunboats  captured  the 
Queen  of  the  I  Vest,  Diana ,  and  one  other;  the  Queen  was  burned,  but 
we  got  her  guns.  The  enemy  was  flying  before  General  Banks,  who, 
when  last  heard  from,  was  at  Holmesville,  within  30  miles  of  Alex¬ 
andria.  Kirby  Smith  has  gone  up  to  Arkansas  for  reinforcements 
for  Taylor,  and  if  I  had  one  or  two  of  Admiral  Porter’s  vessels  to 
send  up  to  the  mouth  of  Black  River  I  could  capture  Kirby  Smith’s 
whole  fleet;  by  remaining  here  I  prevent  them  from  sending  rein¬ 
forcements  from  Port  Hudson  to  Alexandria.  General  Banks,  learn¬ 
ing  that  the  gunboats  of  Admiral  Porter  had  passed  Vicksburg,  cal¬ 
culated  on  my  being  able  to  meet  him  at  Alexandria,  and  so  I  will  if 
the  boats  come  down  to  me.  I  have  written  a  most  imploring  appeal 
to  the  admiral  for  them;  otherwise,  my  time  and  fuel  being  nearly 
expended,  I  shall  soon  have  to  abandon  my  post  and  return  to  New 
Orleans. 

The  enemy  have  sent  every  man  that  they  can  spare  to  Johnston  in 
anticipation  of  the  coming  battle  between  him  and  Rosecrans. 

If  I  had  obtained  the  two  ironclads  1  asked  for  I  would  have  been, 
I  think,  this  day  with  General  Banks  in  Alexandria.  How  it  will  be 
now  I  can  not  say. 

The  enemy  has  removed  the  guns  of  the  Indianola  from  Fort  De 
Russy,  on  Red  River  (where  the  Queen  of  the  West  was  captured  by 
us),  to  Alexandria  to  defend  that  city.  There  are  no  guns  between  this 
and  Alexandria,  but  this  ship  draws  too  much  water,  and  the  two 
small  boats  would  be  captured  by  the  enemy’s  fleet  of  gunboats  and 
transports  by  boarding.  I  can  get  no  news  from  General  Banks  since 
Monday  last. 
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We  learn  through  rebel  sources  that  jour  cavalry  has  made  a  most 
successful  raid  on  the  Jackson  railroad.  I  sincerely  hope  it  is  true. 
Very  truly  and  respectfully, 

[D.  G.  Farragut,] 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Tennessee. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army, 
proposing  cooperative  movements  against  Alexandria,  Red  River. 

Flagship  Hartford, 

Off  Red  R  iver ,  May  1 ,  1863. 

Dear  General:  Two  hours  before  the  arrival  of  the  Arizona  I  sent 
the  Switzerland  up  to  Grand  Gulf  to  communicate  with  General  Grant 
and  Admiral  Porter.  They  are  very  busy  at  work  on  Vicksburg.  He 
has  sent  1,500  cavalry  to  break  up  the  railroad  leading  to  Jackson. 
I  heard  of  the  gunboats  at  Grand  Gulf,  and  so  sent  to  beg  for  two 
ironclads  to  cooperate  with  you,  and  hope  to  have  them;  but  if  my 
gunboats  come  up  1  will  be  with  you  at  Alexandria.  They  have 
deserted  Fort  De  Russy  and  taken  the  guns  to  Alexandria,  and  sajT 
they  will  make  their  stand  there.  The  guns  are  all  removed  from 
Fort  De  Russy.  We  saw  a  man  who  saw  the  guns  on  the  boat  taking 
them  up,  but  there  is  a  general  stampede  and  we  ought  to  press  on. 
I  will  send  the  gunboats  to  the  mouth  of  Black  River,  where  Kirby 
Smith  is  said  to  be  gone  up  to  Arkansas  for  reinforcements,  and  we 
can  capture  them  if  we  get  there  in  time.  You  say  truly,  general,  that 
everything  is  dependent  upon  time;  that  is,  celerity  of  movement  will 
keep  up  the  panic,  although  1  believe  that  General  Grant  is  about  to 
attack  the  city  of  Vicksburg.  Still  I  hope  to  get  one  or  two  ironclads. 
Alexandria  is  their  great  machine  shop;  break  them  up,  and  they  are 
more  injured  than  in  any  other  way.  If  they  have  time  the  Webb 
and  other  steamers  will  get  above  the  falls.  I  was  going  down  to  com¬ 
municate  with  Alden  to-morrow,  but  will  wait  for  the  gunboats  to 
know  that  they  are  going  up  to  Black  River. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  I  remain,  very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral . 

Major-General  Banks. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  general  operations  above  Port 

Hudson. 

No.  87.]  Flagship  Hartford, 

Off  the  Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  #,  1863. 

Sir:  Since  m}r  last  dispatch  I  have  been  maintaining  the  blockade  of 
Red  River  and  doing  the  enemy  between  this  place  and  Port  Hudson  all 
the  injury  in  my  power.  I  have  on  two  occasions  caught  their  stores  in 
transitu,  and  destroyed  a  large  quantity  of  corn  meal,  potatoes,  sugar, 
and  molasses  at  Bayou  Sara;  I  have  also  destroyed  their  flatboats  and 
taken  their  other  boats  wherever  encountered.  The  ram  Switzerland , 
on  her  last  trip  down,  captured  two  tine  metallic  lifeboats,  which  we 
needed  very  much,  as  this  ship’s  boats  are  nearly  all  destroyed. 
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I  have  not  returned  to  New  Orleans  from  the  belief  that  we  are 
doing  the  enemy  most  harm  at  this  juncture  where  we  are— 

1st.  By  cutting  off  his  supplies  to  Port  Hudson  from  the  west  bank 
of  the  Mississippi. 

2d.  By  preventing  him  from  sending  reinforcements  from  Port 
Hudson  to  the  rebel  General  Taylor,  whom  General  Banks  is  now 
pursuing  toward  Alexandria. 

We  hope  also  to  prevent  Kirby  Smith  from  reinforcing  Taylor  with 
troops  which  he  (Kirby  Smith)  has  gone  to  Arkansas  for.  I  have  not 
a  sufficient  force  to  stop  him  at  the  mouth  of  Black  River,  and  have 
therefore  sent  to  beg  of  Admiral  Porter  that  he  will  send  me  two 
ironclads,  and  if  they  arrive  in  time  I  will  either  cut  off'  Kirby  Smith 
or  cooperate  with  General  Banks  against  Alexandria.  If  my  light- 
draft  gunboats  come  up  the  Atchafalaya  I  will  try  it  with  them,  but 
their  machinery  is  so  exposed  that  they  are  a  very  poor  dependence  in 
these  narrow  rivers,  which  are  just  suited  to  the  ironclads.  If 
Admiral  Porter  had  given  me  two  of  his  vessels  I  should  have  had 
all  the  boats  in  Red  River  by  this  time. 

Our  gunboats  captured  the  fort  at  Butte-ii-la-Rose  and  the  rebels  have 
deserted  all  their  other  fortifications  on  the  Atchafalaya  River  and 
Fort  De  Russy  on  the  Red  River,  carrying  all  their  guns  to  Alexan¬ 
dria,  where  all  their  workshops  are,  and  there  they  say  they  will  make 
a  stand,  but  the  refugees  I  have  on  board  all  say  that  the  people  of 
Alexandria  are  at  least  one-half  Union. 

I  received  last  evening  per  U.  S.  S.  Arizona ,  via  the  Atchafa¬ 
laya  River,  a  dispatch  from  General  Banks,  wishing  to  know  if  I  could 
cooperate  with  him  against  Alexandria,  to  which  I  replied  that  I  would 
do  so  to  the  extent  of  nw  ability  so  soon  as  the  gunboats  arrive  from 
above  or  below. 

It  is  thought  that  General  Grant  is  about  to  attack  Vicksburg. 

Admiral  Porter’s  gunboats  have  attacked  Grand  Gulf.  I  do  not 
know  why,  nor  the  result,  but  will  learn  as  soon  as  the  Switzerland 
returns. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-  A  dmiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  importance  of  occupying  Red  River  to  Alexandria. 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf,  19th  Army  Corps, 

Opelousas ,  La. ,  May  3 ,  1863 — 12  noon. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  dispatch,  with  cop}T  of  that  to  General  Grant,  was 
received  yesterday  at  5  p.  m.  Captain  Dunham  left  at  1  o’clock  to 
urge  forward  the  Reliance  and  Sachem.  Commodore  Morris  promised 
me  these  boats  should  be  dispatched  immediately  to  Berwick  Bay  on 
April  28.  They  must  be  there.  If  so,  they  will  join  you  to-morrow; 
if  not,  Captain  Dunham  will  find  them  and  push  them  forward.  Com¬ 
modore  Morris  promised  me  to  send  you  a  coal  transport  at  once.  It 
is  of  vital  importance  that  we  occupy  the  Red  River  exclusively  to 
Alexandria.  Your  boats  and  those  at  Grand  Gulf  will  accomplish  it 
beyond  possibility  of  failure.  I  pray  God  they  will  send  them  to 
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you.  lean  not  hold  this  country  alone.  Appeal  to  the  boats  at  (1  rand 
Gulf  again  to  assist  us.  If  we  hold  the  country  west  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi,  as  we  now  can,  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  must  fall.  _  We 
want  but  the  corps  that  General  Grant  promised  to  cooperate  with  us 
to  do  this  effectually. 

Butte-a-la-Rose  was  captured  on  April  20.  Communication  with 
you  was  not  opened  till  May  2.  There  has  been  criminal  delay  in  this. 
I  spent  twenty-four  hours  on  the  Atchafalaya  myself  to  effect  it  at 
last. 

I  shall  move  a  portion  of  1113’  corps  to  Alexandria  to-morrow  (Mon¬ 
day)  to  ascertain  the  force  and  prospects  of  the  enemy,  following  up 
with  my  whole  force,  ready  to  cooperate  with  you  if  y7ou  ascend  the 
Red  River,  keeping  in  communication  with  you  by  the  Atchafalaya 
and  Opelousas.  Send  me  report  of  what  you  can  or  hope  to  do  by7  the 
Cornie ,  that  takes  this  dispatch.  It  is  not  necessary  for  Kirby  Smith 
to  come  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  Black  River.  He  can  cross  from 
the  Washita  [Ouachita]  by7  a  road  from  Monroe,  another  at  Copen¬ 
hagen,  another  at  Harrisonburg. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 


Admiral  Farragut. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Hart,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

commanding  U.  S.  S.  Albatross,  to  conduct  a  reconnoissance  to  Fort  De  Russy,  Red  River. 

Off  Red  River,  May  3,  [1363]. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Albatross,  accompanied  by" 
the  Estrella  and  the  Arizona ,  up  Red  River  on  a  reconnoissance.  At 
the  mouth  of  Black  River  you  will  make  diligent  enquiry  as  to  whether 
any7  steamers  have  passed  down  the  Black  and  up  the  Red  River  during 
the  last  week  carrying  troops.  Then  proceed  up  to  Fort  De  Russy7 
and  ascertain,  as  well  by  observation  as  by  enquiry  along  the  river, 
if  it  has  been  abandoned;  if  so,  y7ou  will  carry  out  so  much  of  my 
order  to  you  of  April  29  as  relates  to  the  disposition  of  the  casemates 
and  articles  found  there,  provided  this  will  not  occupy7  too  much  time. 

I  am  told  that  y7ou  can  shell  the  fort  from  a  point  below  without 
risk  to  your  vessels.  If  so,  throw  in  a  few  shells  to  satisfy7  yourself 
that  it  is  abandoned,  after  which  you  will  return  and  report  to  me  the 
result  of  your  observations  and  information. 

I  wish  y7ou  to  use  every  precaution  against  sharpshooters  and  sur¬ 
prise,  and  if  attacked  by  a  superior  force  of  boats,  fall  back  upon  this 
ship. 

On  your  way,  if  you  see  any  wood  which  you  require,  inform  the 
people  that  we  will  pay  them  $3  per  cord  for  it,  and  give  them 
a  receipt  for  what  you  take,  but  I  understand  that  all  the  wood 
between  the  mouth  of  Black  River  and  Fort  De  Russy  has  been  seized 
for  the  use  of  the  Confederate  Government,  in  which  event  you  will 
take  what  y7ou  require  without  paying  for  it. 

Very  respectfully7,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut 

[Rear-Adm  iral\. 

Lieutenant-Commander  John  E.  Hart, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Albatross. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke,  V.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ,  S.  S.  Estrella,  to  proceed  on  reconnoitering  expedition  in  Red  River. 

Off  Red  River,  May  3,  [I860}. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed,  in  company  with  the  Arizona  and  Albatross, 
up  Red  River  on  a  recon  noissance,  to  ascertain  if  troops  have  passed 
down  the  Black  and  up  the  Red  River  to  reinforce  General  Taylor, 
and  thence  to  Fort  De  Russy,  to  see  if  that  fort  is  abandoned.  The 
orders  are  given  in  full  to  the  senior  officer,  Lieutenant-Commander 
Hart,  but  I  wish  you  all  to  consult  together  and  act  with  a  view  to 
cany  out  my  instructions  to  the  best  advantage,  and  then  return  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Estrella. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  u.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army, 
regarding  departure  of  naval  force  for  cooperative  movement  upon  Alexandria. 

Off  Red  River,  May  f  [1863]. 

Dear  General:  The  ram  Switzerland  returned  last  night,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Admiral  Porter  and  four  ironclads,  and  he  will  be  at  Alex¬ 
andria  before  you  can  possibly  get  there.  He  took  Grand  Gulf  after 
a  hard  tight  of  five  hours;  found  there  heavy  preparations  for  forti¬ 
fying  that  place.  I  trust  you  will  be  able  to  reach  Alexandria  as 
nearly  as  possible  at  the  same  time  with  Porter. 

I  send  you  the  dispatches  of  General  Grant. 

As  soon  as  Alexandria  falls  I  wish  to  be  at  work  below  Port  Hud¬ 
son.  Porter  above,  and  my  fleet  below,  and  a  moderate  army  force 
in  the  rear,  and  Port  Hudson  must  fall.  1  do  not  think  there  are 
12,000  men  there;  they  sent  5,000  to  Grand  Gulf. 

We  captured  400  soldiers  at  Grand  Gulf. 

1  am  told  that  the  ironclads  are  on  their  wa}^  down  to  me,  and  it  will 
rest  with  me  to  decide  whether  I  shall  attack  Port  Hudson  or  Mobile 
first.  I  will  consult  with  you  when  I  go  down.  I  have  been  waiting 
for  the  return  of  my  gunboats  which  I  sent  up  to  Fort  De  Russy,  so  as 
to  give  you  correct  information  on  the  subject  of  their  defenses,  and 
also  in  relation  to  Kirby  Smith’s  troops  from  Arkansas.  Porter  does 
not  believe  he  will  get  them. 

Later:  While  writing  the  above  your  aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Sar¬ 
gent,  arrived  with  a  dispatch  for  General  Grant  and  one  for  myself. 

I  shall  not  need  the  Sachem  or  Calhoun  up  here,  now  that  Admiral 
Porter  takes  the  expedition  in  charge,  and  he  will  also  take  charge  of 
the  river  between  Port  Hudson  and  Vicksburg,  while  I  shall  proceed 
down  the  river  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  admit  and  look  to  my 
squadron  below,  which  I  have  so  long  neglected;  but  I  think  it  will  be 
to  the  advantage  of  the  country  in  the  general  result. 

As  Admiral  Porter  has  concluded  to  go  up  this  evening,  I  shall  not 
detain  your  aid  any  longer  to  await  the  result  of  my  reconnoissance, 
but  will  dispatch  him  at  once. 

Very  respectfullv  and  truly, 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 
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[Signals.] 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 

Opposite  mouth  of  Red  River  ^  May  J — 1  a.  m . 

My  compliments. 

Farragut, 

Admiral. 

Porter, 

Admiral ,  Ironclad  Benton. 


I  will  be  on  board  immediately. 


Porter. 


Near  Port  Hudson,  May  5 — 1*2:30 p.  in. 
Did  Swann  get  over  safely?  I  am  in  communication  with  Banks 
and  Grant.  Porter  arrived  Sunday  night  with  four  ironclads,  and  is 
now  up  Red  River. 

Farragut, 

Admiral. 

Captain  Auden. 


Swann  is  here.  Large  lot  of  corn  at  lower  mouth  of  False  River. 
Two  regiments  of  Illinois  cavalry,  from  Tennessee,  reached  Baton  Rouge 
on  the  2d;  left  the  27th.  They  came  down  the  Jackson  and  New 
Orleans  Railroad,  destroying  much  of  it;  all  the  bridges,  cars,  and 
locomotives.  Heard  heav}r  tiring  on  the  29th  at  Grand  Gulf.  Lost 
1  man  killed,  5  wounded.  Now  is  the  time  to  take  Port  Hudson. 

A. 


May  5. 

I  hope  to  be  at  New  Orleans  the  last  of  the  week.  Order  up  the 
mortar  boats,  the  Essex ,  and  the  Genesee.  Shell  Port  Hudson  every 
night  at  a  different  hour  for  an  hour  or  two  until  the  Hartford  passes 
down. 

Farragut. 

Captain  Auden. 


We  will  not  communicate  across  the  point.  Too  much  risk. 

Farragut. 


May  6 — 6:30  a.  m. 

Can  not  say  when  the  Hartford  will  return,  but  not  until  to  pass 
below  Port  Hudson. 


Captain  Auden. 


Farragut. 
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Instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Palmer,  IT.  S.  Navy, 
before  the  departure  of  the  former  for  New  Orleans. 


Off  Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  6’,  [  186 3 \. 

Commodore:  My  presence  being  required  at  New  Orleans,  I  shall 
leave  you  in  command  of  the  blockade  of  the  Mississippi  between  Red 
River  and  Port  Hudson  until  after  the  attack  shall  have  been  made 
against  Alexandria  by  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter  in  conjunction 
with  General  Banks. 


It  is  reported  that  the  presence  of  our  vessels  in  this  vicinity  has 
straitened  the  troops  at  Port  Hudson,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants.  You 
will  therefore  rather  tighten  than  relax  the  blockade,  for  which  pur¬ 
pose  I  will  leave  you  the  Arizona  and  Estrella ,  that  you  may  keep  one 
of  your  three  gunboats  constantly  between  Bayou  Sara  and  Port  Hud¬ 
son,  making  a  trip  in  exchange  every  few  days  to  report  to  you. 

As  soon  as  Alexandria  is  reduced,  or  abandoned  by  our  forces,  Act¬ 
ing  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  will  have  at  his  command  ample  force 
to  assume  the  control  of  the  river  to  Port  Hudson,  and  you  will  be  at 
liberty  to  use  your  own  judgment  in  running  the  batteries  (if  they  are 
not  by  that  time  abandoned  by  the  enemy)  and  rejoining  me  at  New 
Orleans.  Should  you,  in  the  meantime,  require  coal,  I  think  Acting 
Rear-Admiral  Porter  will  have  it  sent  for,  as  he  will  doubtless  require 
some  for  his  own  fleet.  The  ram  Switzerland  would  be  a  valuable 
addition  to  your  force,  and  I  will  ask  Admiral  Porter  to  permit  you  to 
retain  her  if  he  can  spare  her. 

Captain  Alden  has  been  directed  to  render  you  all  the  assistance  in 
his  power  or  that  you  direct. 

I  shall  communicate  with  you  from  New  Orleans  and  see  that  your 


wants  are  cared  for. 

When  the  control  of  the  river,  as  anticipated  by  the  Department,  is 
assumed  by  Admiral  Porter,  you  will  send  the  Estrella  and  Arizona 
down  the  Atchafalaya,  the  latter  to  the  mouth  of  the  Courtableau  and 
the  former  to  Berwick  Bay,  directing  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke 
to  report  to  me  in  person  in  New  Orleans. 

Wishing  you  a  sweet  and  pleasant  time,  I  remain, 

Respectfully,  etc., 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Rear-Admiral. 


Commodore  Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S. 

Navy,  announcing  his  intended  withdrawal  to  New  Orleans. 

.  Off  Red  River,  May  6 ,  [186 3], 

Dear  Admiral:  Feeling  that  1  have  completed  my  mission  of  block¬ 
ading-  the  Red  River  until  you  should  be  able  to  reach  it  with  your 
forces,  and  finding  that  my  fleet  has  been  suffering  for  want  of  nn 
presence,  I  have  determined  to  return  to  New  Orleans.  I  shall  leave 
Commodore  Palmer  to  maintain  the  blockade  until  such  time  as  you 
shall  have  reduced  Alexandria.  I  am  told  by  the  best  authority  that 
we  are  pinching  them  so  tightly  that  they  talk  of  abandoning  Poit 
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Hudson,  and,  in  fact,  they  have  very  few  troops  there  now  (so  they 
report).  1  wish,  therefore,  that  you  would  let  Commodore  I  aimer 
have  Estrella ,  Arizona ,  and  Switzerland  to  keep  up  the  blockade 
between  the  mouth  of  this  river  and  Port  Hudson  as  stringently  as 


possible.  _ 

I  destroyed  yesterday  339  barrels  of  sugar  and  molasses  and  captured 
one  of  their  flatboats  with  2  hogsheads  of  sugar,  which  we  took  for  the 
ship’s  company.  We  destroy  everything  that  we  find  in  the  shape  of 
boats.  They  have  only  a  few  left,  one  or  two,  which  are  secreted  in 


Bayou  Sara.  _  .  '  . 

The  cavalry  which  made  the  recent  brilliant  raid  arrived  in  Baton 
Rouge  on  the  2d,  with  the  loss  of  but  1  man  killed  and  5  wounded, 
after  having  cut  nearly  all  the  railroads  and  destroyed  an.  immense 
amount  of  Confederate  property  and  stores.  The  rebel  papers  say 
that  it  exceeds  in  dash  and  daring  any  exploit  that  has  been  performed 
during  the  war  by  either  side. 

Wishing  you  every  success  in  the  capture  of  Alexandria,  and  in  our 
glorious  cause,  I  remain, 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

[D.  G.  Fakragut], 


Rear-Admiral. 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  A  lag  ship  Benton. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  regarding  a  naval 

reconnoissance  in  Red  River. 

No.  88.]  Flagship  Hartford, 

Above  Port  Hudson ,  May  6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  dispatch,  Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 
having  finished  his  work  at  Grand  Gulf,  determined  to  come  down  in 
person  and  cooperate  wTith  General  Banks  in  the  reduction  of  Alexan¬ 
dria.  He  arrived  off  Red  River  about  1  a.  m.  yesterday  morning. 

I  have  sent  up  Red  River  the  three  small  gunboats,  Albatross, 
Estrella,  and  Arizona,  to  make  a  reconnoissance  and  ascertain  the 
true  state  of  Fort  De  Russy,  and  also  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  whether 
any  reinforcements  had  been  sent  down  to  the  rebel  General  Taylor 
from  Arkansas. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Albatross  at  Fort  De  Russy,' two  steamers,  the 
Grand  Duke  and  Mary  T.  were  found  to  be  there  prepared  as  gun¬ 
boats,  and  were  apparently  removing  the  guns  from  the  fort.  The 
steamers  opened  fire  upon  the  Albatross.  All  the  further  particulars 
of  the  reconnoissance  will  be  found  in  the  report  (A)  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Hart. 

The  Albatross  lost  2  killed  and  4  wounded.  One  of  the  former,  I 
regret  to  say,  was  Mr.  I.  B.  Hamilton,  a  Red  River  pilot,  sent  from 
this  ship;  he  was  a  young  man  who  had  just  received  his  branch,  and 
leaves  sisters  and  a  widowed  mother  in  New  Orleans,  who  were 
entirely  dependent  upon  him  for  their  support.  He  had  a  brother  in 
General  Grant’s  army,  from  whom  no  intelligence  has  been  received 
for  some  months. 

Mr.  A.  D.  Merritt,  pilot  of  the  Albatross,  was  wounded  by  the  same 
shot  which  killed  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  although  both  of  his  hands  were 
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wounded,  he,  with  commendable  zeal  and  patriotism,  offered  his 
services  to  Admiral  Porter,  who  took  him  up  with  his  squadron. 
I  herewith  enclose  the  fleet  surgeon’s  report  of  casualties  (B). 

Feeling  now  that  my  instructions  of  October  2,  1862,  have  been 
carried  out  by  my  maintenance  of  the  blockade  of  Red  River  until  the 
arrival  of  Admiral  Porter,  and  learning  both  from  the  Department 
and  from  the  newspapers  that  the  ironclads  are  on  their  way7  down  to 
me,  I  shall  return  to  New  Orleans  as  soon  as  practicable,  leaving  the 
Hartford  and  Albatross  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River  to  await  the  result 
of  the  combined  attack  upon  Alexandria,  but  with  orders  to  Commodore 
Palmer  to  avail  himself  of  the  first  good  opportunity  to  run  down 
past  Port  Hudson. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


[Enclosures.] 


U.  S.  S.  Albatross, 

Of  Mouth  of  Red  River ,  May  6,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  orders  of  May  3.  directing  me  to  proceed  with  the  IT.  S.  S. 
Alhatross  under  my  command,  accompanied  by  the  U.  S.  steamers 
Estrella,  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke,  and  the  Arizona ,  com¬ 
manded  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Daniel  P.  Upton,  to  make  a 
reconnoissance  up  the  Red  River,  there  to  ascertain  about  the  passage 
of  transport  steamers  that  possibly  may  have  passed  out  of  Black  River 
to  reinforce  the  rebels  on  Red  River  within  the  last  week,  then  by 
observation,  as  well  as  by  enquiry,  ascertain  if  Fort  De  Russy7  was 
occupied  or  abandoned,  and  then  to  return  and  report  to  you  the  result 
of  my  observations,  were  received.  As  near  as  circumstances  would 
permit  I  have  carried  out  your  instructions,  and  I  very  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report: 

At  9:45  a.  m.  (May  3)  the  Albatross  left  her  moorings  from  along¬ 
side  the  Mississippi  River  bank  and  entered  the  Red  River,  followed 
by  the  steamers  Estrella  and  Arizona. 

After  proceeding  a  short  distance  it  was  ascertained  that  the  ordi¬ 
nary  speed  of  the  Albatross  and  Arizona  much  exceeded  that  of  the 
Estrella,  and  that  the  three  vessels  would  necessarily  occupy  a  greater 
length  of  time  in  accomplishing  the  duty  required  than  was  at  first 
supposed. 

At  midday  captured  a  skiff  containing  a  negro  and  three  white  men 
who  were  endeavoring  to  cross  the  river;  their  names  were  William 
S.  Mills,  ferry  master;  James  M.  Bunch,  a  Confederate  soldier;  and 
James  A.  Kayes,  a  farmer.  I  detained  them  as  prisoners. 

When  we  reached  the  neighborhood  of  the  mouth  of  Black  River  I 
sent  m37  boats  with  officers  to  visit  all  the  houses  there  and  to  gain 
information  with  regard  to  steamers  and  troops  from  all  who  knew 
anything  about  things.  We  learned  that  there  had  been  neither  steam¬ 
ers  nor  troops  passing  for  some  time  past. 

At  sunset  we  reached  a  point  on  the  Red  River,  which  was  about  12 
or  13  miles  below  Gordon’s  Landing,  or  Fort  De  Russy7,  where  we 
secured  our  steamers  to  the  trees  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 
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Captain  Upton,  of  the  Arizona ,  sent  a  boat  with  muffled  oars  to  the 
nearest  house  up  the  river  and  secured  two  I  renchmen,  the  only  male 
occupants.  Through  an  interpreter  they  freely  gave  us  all  the  infor¬ 
mation  they  were  in  possession  of,  which  was  that  Port  De  Russy  was 
to  be  abandoned,  and  its  guns  were  to  be  taken  to  Alexandria;  no 
troops  had  gone  up  the  river.  These  men  were  detained  and  treated 
kindly  until  we  passed  their  houses,  and  they  were  put  on  shore. 

On  the  following  morning,  at  5  a.  m.,  May  4,  the  steamers  got 
underway  and  stood  up  the  river  in  the  following  order:  Albatross , 
Estrella ,  Arizona.  W e  entered  a  part  of  Red  River  that  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  crooked,  and  instead  of  soft  mud  we  now  had  a  sandy  bottom. 
Great  care  was  required  in  turning  the  sharp  bends  so  as  not  to  ground 
on  low  points  and  sand  bars.  It  was  slow  work,  and  in  consequence 
we  did  not  reach  the  first  picket  station  of  the  fort  until  nearly  7 
o’clock;  no  musket  was  fired  bjr  the  guard  to  announce  our  approach; 
a  pile  of  pine  knots  was  ready  to  be  ignited.  A  man  came  off  and 
announced  himself  as  being  a  strong  Union  man  and  offered  assistance; 
we  received  him  on  board  and  we  found  him  of  some  use  to  our  pilots. 
As  we  steamed  along  the  lookout  aloft  reported  the  smoke  of  steamers; 
our  Union  man  told  us  that  it  was  the  smoke  of  two  rebel  steamers  that 
were  carrying  away  the  Indianola's  Xl-inch  gun  and  the  ironwork  of 
Fort  De  Russy  to  Alexandria. 

We  gave  the  men  breakfast  and  then  cleared  the  ship  for  action, 
got  everything  in  place,  and  everybody  appeared  to  understand  that  a 
hard  fight  might  possibly  be  in  store  for  them,  and  it  was  indeed  satis¬ 
factory  to  see  how  willingly  the  officers  and  crew  entered  into  the 
proper  spirit.  Your  orders  directed  me  to  throw  a  few  shell  from  a 
point  below  Fort  De  Russy,  in  order  to  satisfy  myself  that  the  place 
was  abandoned.  It  was  unnecessary  to  do  so,  for  we  saw  by  the  smoke 
of  the  steamers  that  its  immediate  neighborhood  was  occupied,  and  I 
thought  it  best  that  the  attack  on  the  steamers,  if  it  should  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  make  one,  should  be  commenced  quite  suddenly  with  a  viewT  to 
surprise  them  if  possible. 

At  8:20  passed  another  picket  station  with  its  pile  of  pine  knots; 
here  again  no  alarm  was  given  as  we  went  by. 

At  8:40  saw  ahead  of  us  the  sharp  bend  in  the  river  and  an  open 
space  that  lies  directly  opposite  the  fort.  A  high  piece  of  woods 
screened  us  from  view,  and  all  three  vessels  steamed  along  slowly  and 
carefully. 

The  Parrott  gun  on  our  bows  was  carefully  pointed,  and  three  broad¬ 
side  guns  were  ready  to  discharge  the  very  moment  that  we  should 
emerge  into  the  open  view  of  our  enemies.  As  we  appeared  before 
them  a  glance  showed  us  the  position  of  the  river  steamers  and  the 
situation  of  everything  connected  with  the  low  fort.  Two  large  rebel 
iron  steamers,  the  Grand  Dube  and  Mary  7i,  had  their  bows  moored 
to  the  earthworks  in  such  a  way  that  their  hulls  were  below  the  top 
of  them;  both  boats  pointed  downstream,  so  as  to  head  almost  directly 
for  the  broadside  of  a  vessel  that  was  passing  the  cleared  space  and 
until  she  turned  the  sharp  bend.  There  were  three  casemates  on  the 
battenr,  and  alongside  of  one  of  the  steamers  was  a  flatboat  with  a  very 
large  gun,  the  Xl-inch  gun  in  all  probability  that  was  said  to  have 
been  taken  from  the  ill-fated  ironclad  Indianola ;  it  was  ready  to  be 
towed  away.  There  was  a  heavy  raft  of  large-sized  logs  stretched 
across  the  stream  and  secured  by  chains  to  trees  on  either  bank,  and 
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also  by  strong  moorings  to  the  bottom,  in  order  to  prevent  the  current 
from  taking  it  downstream. 

On  the  left  bank  of  the  river  were  30  or  40  cavalry,  with  carbines, 
statio  ned  behind  the  levee.  With  all  this  in  plain  view  Idid  not  hesi¬ 
tate  to  bring  the  steamer  into  action,  and  commenced  with  a  discharge 
of  five  guns — the  30-pounder  Parrott  on  the  forecastle,  three  32- 
pounder  broadside  guns,  and  the  rifled  12-pounder  Dahlgren  howitzer 
on  the  quarter.  My  starboard  side  was  presented  to  the  enemy.  The 
Confederates  returned  it  promptly,  and  it  was  kept  up  on  both  sides 
vigorously  until  a  dense  cloud  of  smoke  gathered  between  us;  when  it 
cleared  away  we  went  at  it  again.  The  enemy  had  the  most  guns  and 
sent  their  shot  and  grape  thick  and  fast;  another  cloud  of  smoke 
obscured  us,  and  we  took  advantage  of  the  occasion  to  turn  our  steamer 
so  as  to  present  the  port  battery  to  the  enemy.  When  partly  turned  a 
32-pounder  ball  came  through  the  wheelhouse,  carrying  away  the  wheel, 
killing  John  W.  Brown,  seaman,  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  a  pilot,  belonging 
to  the  flagship  Hartford ,  that  was  zealousty  assisting  the  pilot  of  the 
Albatross ,  Mr.  Archibald  D.  Merritt.  Mr.  Merritt  was  thrown  some 
distance  and  had  both  his  hands  wounded  by  the  splinters  of  the  wheel; 
he  did  not  consider  himself  disabled,  and  although  urged  repeatedly 
to  report  himself  to  the  surgeon  he  continued  to  give  directions  and 
advice  until  the  action  was  ended.  As  soon  as  the  wheel  was  gone  came 
a  critical  time;  scarcely  a  moment  was  to  be  lost.  The  relieving  tackles 
were  manned  and  the  executive  officer,  Mr.  DuBois,  was  ready  for 
the  emergency.  There  was  no  pausing  or  wavering  on  his  part;  had 
there  been  it  might  have  resulted  in  precisely  such  a  catastrophe  as 
happened  to  the  Queen  of  the  West  at  this  same  place. 

The  current  of  the  river  and  the  eddies  were  working  at  cross  pur¬ 
poses,  and  it  seemed  that  the  steamer  for  awhile  could  not  be  man¬ 
aged.  Our  bows  were  aground  and  then  our  stern,  as  we  went  ahead 
or  backed,  and  it  required  the  nicest  management  and  undivided  atten¬ 
tion.  No  one  but  a  cool  man  could  have  been  able  to  accomplish  what 
was  desired,  and  Mr.  DuBois  did  all  that  was  required;  he  received 
prompt  attention  both  from  those  in  charge  of  the  engine  and  those  in 
charge  of  the  helm. 

The  cavalry  on  shore  was  making  efforts  to  pick  off  our  men  at  the 
relieving  tackles,  and  the  solid  shot  and  grape  began  to  tell  seriously 
upon  our  hull.  We  were  hit  repeatedly,  a  second  shot  passing  under 
the  wheelhouse,  tearing  the  decks;  a  shot  passed  through  the  hull  near 
the  water  line;  another  passed  clean  through  both  sides  and  just  grazed 
the  stream  drum;  another  one  went  through  the  smokestack.  The 
mainmast  was  cut  half  in  two  close  to  the  deck;  the  foremast  was  hit 
about  15  feet  from  the  deck;  another  shot  cut  the  foreyard  in  two, 
which  was  lashed  to  the  rail;  the  same  shot  in  its  flight  tore  up  the 
deck  and  scattered  splinters  in  every  direction.  We  were  hulled 
eleven  times,  and  serious  damage  was  done  to  our  rigging  and  spars. 
We  were  forty  minutes  in  action,  fighting  at  a  distance  of  not  over  500 
yards,  and  during  that  time  we  fired  fourteen  broadsides  that  were 
well  directed,  and  while  turning  our  head  around  so  as  to  head 
downstream  we  used  our  muskets  and  rifles. 

The  Albatross  went  into  the  action  all  alone;  two  steamers  were 
before  her  guns  with  a  greater  number  of  guns  than  she  carried;  on 
the  upper  decks  of  those  steamers  were  sharpshooters,  ensconced  behind 
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large  square  timbers  and  cotton  bales,  and,  besides,  there  was  a  force 
of  cavalry  on  shore  that  was  constantly  firing  upon  the  steamer. 

I  could  not  require  my  brave  crew  to  do  any  more  than  they  had 
done,  and  I  withdrew  from  my  precarious  position  as  deliberate^  as 
1  had  entered  it,  firing  as  I  y^ent,  having  done  all  that  lay  in  my 
power  to  disable  the  enemy;  but  they  were  behind  earthworks,  cotton, 
and  heavy  pieces  of  timber,  and  I  was  in  a  thin,  frail  steamer,  whose 
sides  a  Minie  ball  could  easily  penetrate. 

I  might  have  been  greatly  assisted  by  the  captains  of  the  Estrella  and 
the  Arizona  if  they  had  obeyed  my  orders  and  had  come  to  my  assistance. 

I  was  near  enough  to  be  heard,  and  I  ordered  them  to  come  to  me, 
and,  fearing  that  my  voice  was  not  sufficiently  strong,  I  asked  Mr. 
DuBois  to  repeat  my  orders  through  his  trumpet,  and  after  his 
trumpet  was  knocked  out  of  his  hand  by  a  Minie  ball  he  repeated  my 
orders  without  it  to  them  to  come  up. 

1  feel  quite  sure  that  with  both  the  other  steamers  1  could  have 
driven  them  (the  rebels)  away,  have  blown  up  the  raft,  and  recaptured 
the  Indianolals  Xl-inch  gun  and  cleared  the  river. 

It  appeared  to  me,  however,  that  I  ought  not  to  make  the  attempt 
just  then,  a  second  time,  unless  I  could  get  a  heart}r  and  willing 
cooperation  from  the  other  two  captains,  and,  besides,  I  had  a  crippled 
ship,  with  wounded  and  dead  men  to  look  out  for.  I  gave  orders  to 
the  other  captains  to  follow  me  down  the  river,  and  I  returned. 

The  conduct  of  our  people  exhibited  the  greatest  bravery;  they 
were  ready  and  quick  to  obey. 

The  men  on  the  main  deck  were  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Charles 
P.  Washburn,  worked  well,  and  did  their  duty  well. 

The  Parrott  gun  on  the  bows  was  admirably  served  by  Acting  Master 
George  H.  Mundy  and  made  telling  shots;  after  one  of  his  good  shots 
there  were  clouds  of  steam  that  went  up  from  one  of  the  steamers. 

The  powder  division,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  William  Harcourt, 
was  in  good  order  and  efficient. 

On  my  return  down  Red  River  1  carried  out  your  instructions  with 
regard  to  the  firewood.  I  offered  the  price  per  cord  as  you  directed 
and  think  that  it  will  be  an  inducement  to  several  men  to  cut  and  cord 
up  a  quantity. 

We  met  going  up  the  Red  River  the  Upper  Mississippi  fleet,  under 
the  command  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  and  he  desired  me  to  say  to 
you  that  he  took  the  liberty  of  ordering  the  steamers  Estrella  and 
Arizona  to  join  his  fleet,  and  he  also  required  a  pilot,  and  Mr.  A.  D. 
Merritt,  although  wounded  so  as  to  be  unable  to  use  his  hands,  cheer¬ 
fully  volunteered  to  accompany  him  and  was  accepted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  , 

-John  E.  Hart, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Western  Gulf  Squadron. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Mouth  of  Bed  River ,  May  G,  1868. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  report  the  following  casualties  on  board  the 
U.  S.  S.  Albatross  during  the  engagement  up  Red  River  on  yesterday, 
the  5th  instant,  viz: 
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Killed. — Mr.  I.  B.  Hamilton,  pilot,  cannon  shot;  John  W.  Brown, 
seaman,  cannon  shot. 

Wounded.' — George  Fife,  -seaman,  cannon  shot,  thigh,  severe;  Mr. 
A.  D.  Merritt,  pilot,  hand,  slightly;  Janies  Dunn,  seaman,  slightly; 
Frank  Vincent,  landsman,  slightly. 

Total,  2  killed,  J  wounded. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Foltz, 

Fleet  Surgeon. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  of  congratulation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut, 

U.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  June  15.  1S63. 

Sir:  I  have  from  time  to  time  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  dis¬ 
patches  detailing  your  movements  since  your  successful  and  gallant 
passage  of  the  Port  Hudson  batteries  in  ascending  the  Mississippi,  but 
desire  more  especially  to  express  the  satisfaction  that  your  recent  oper¬ 
ations  have  given  the  Department. 

In  blockading  Red  River,  in  maintaining  possession  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  between  Port  Hudson  and  Vicksburg  and  cutting  off  supplies 
from  those  rebel  strongholds,  in  intercepting  large  quantities  of  stores 
in  transitu,  in  destroying  the  river  transportation  of  the  enemy,  and  in 
preventing  his  reinforcements  reaching  points  successively  attacked  by 
our  Army,  you  have  carried  out  the  wishes  of  the  Department,  well 
served  your  country  and  her  cause,  and  infficted  serious  injury  upon 
those  in  arms  against  the  Government.  I  congratulate  you  upon  these 
achievements. 

Having  effectually  kept  up  a  surveillance  of  that  portion  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  which  circumstances  will  now  permit  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Porter  to  take  charge  of,  it  is  hoped  that  affairs  have  arrived  at  such  a 
state  as  to  admit  of  your  giving  your  attention  to  other  important 
interests  on  the  Gulf  coast,  and  1  trust  that  your  future  operations  may 
be  as  successful  and  as  gratifying  as  your  past. 

The  Department  is  pleased  to  learn  that  the  force  off  Mobile  has 
been  very  successful  recently  in  capturing  the  blockade  runners  to  and 
from  that  port.  The  numerous  captures  are  evidence  of  the  lively 
trade  that  is  carried  on  in  that  quarter  and  suggest  the  importance  of 
increasing  vigilance. 

Your  attention  has  within  the  past  few  weeks  been  drawn  to  the 
state  of  affairs  about  the  Rio  Grande,  and  I  venture  to  refer  again  to 
this  subject  and  to  the  importance  of  correcting,  as  far  as  may  be  in 
your  power,  the  evils  existing. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles, 


Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron >  New  Orleans „ 
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[Telegram.] 

Natchez,  Miss.,  March  16,  1863. 

Sloop  Hartford  and  gunboat  Monongahela  [Albatross]  passed  Red 
River  this  morning,  going  up. 

W.  S.  Lovell, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Inspector-  General. 
Lieutenant-General  Pemberton. 


[Telegram.] 

Port  Hudson,  March  16,  1863. 

It  is  not  safe  to  send  a  boat  down.  The  Hartford  and  Monongahela 
[Albatross]  are  up  the  river.  Last  reports  land  forces  had  withdrawn. 
Fleet  still  in  sight  just  below. 

Frank.  Gardner, 

Major-  General. 

Lieutenant-General  Pemberton. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Gardner,  C.  S.  Army,  to  the  commanding  officer  at  month  of  Red 
River,  reporting  the  landing  of  Federal  troops. 

Headquarters, 

Port  Hudson,  La.,  March  17, 1863. 

Sir:  The  enemy  are  landing  troops  from  transports  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Mississippi.  Their  object  must  be  to  march  above  this  place, 
and  I  think  that  cutting  the  Grand  levee  above  now,  as  previously 
ordered  by  General  Taylor,  might  interfere  with  their  plans.  I  shall 
watch  them  closely. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank.  Gardner, 

Major-  General. 

Commanding  Officer  Mouth  of  Red  River. 


[Telegram.] 

Jackson,  .March  17,  1863. 

At  Port  Hudson  the  Essex  fought  at  long  range;  did  not  pass  up. 
They  say  she  won’t  tight.  The  Hartford,  with  Monongahela  [ Alba¬ 
tross]  lashed  on  far  side,  passed,  the  former  much  damaged;  but  both 
vessels  passed  Natchez  on  way  up  yesterday  morning.  On  canal  at 
Vicksburg  dredging  boat  twice  came  in  sight  of  lower  batteries  and 
twice  was  driven  back.  River  falling  slowly  at  12  m.  yesterday. 
Ironclad,  protected  with  cotton,  attacked  Fort  Pemberton,  on  Talla¬ 
hatchie;  withdrew  after  short  encounter.  Seven  more  transports 
have  entered  Pass  since  last  Thursday;  also  fourteen  regiments  reached 
Memphis  from  above. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
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[Telegram.] 

Jackson,  March  18 ,  1868. 

Watch  must  be  kept,  and  Fulton ,  with  heavy  guns,  not  allowed  to 
go  beyond  a  safe  point.  Hartford  and  Monongahela  [yl lhdtr<m\  passed 
up  from  Natchez  at  5:30  a.  m.  At  what  point  on  the  Big  Black  do  you 
think  the  guns  best  be  unloaded  ? 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 

General  Bowen, 

Grand  Gulf ,  via  Port  Gibson. 


[Telegram.] 

Jackson,  March  19 ,  1863. 

If  the  Hartford  and  Monongahela  [Albatross]  try  to  succeed  in  pass¬ 
ing  your  batteries  notify  General  Gardner,  Port  Hudson,  immediately. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 

General  Stevenson,  Vicksburg. 


[Telegram.] 

Vicksburg,  March  19 ,  1863. 

General  Stevenson  went  to  Snyder’s  this  morning.  In  his  absence, 
1  would  state  that  the  Hartford  and  Monongahela  [Albatross]  passed 
Grand  Gulf,  coming  up,  at  7  a.  m.  to-day.  They  were  struck  repeat¬ 
edly.  The  dredging  boat  made  its  appearance  about  400  yards  from 
the  mouth  of  the  canal  yesterday.  Three  shells  were  tired  at  it,  and 
it  retired  and  has  not  been  visible  since.  The  water  fell  three-fourths 
of  an  inch  during  the  last  twent}r-four  hours. 

John  J.  Reeve, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Lieutenant-General  Pemberton. 


[Telegram.] 

Vicksburg,  March  19 ,  1863. 

The  Federal  boats  are  at  anchor  just  below  Warrenton.  The  Hart¬ 
ford  was  struck  ten  times.  The  dredge  can  not  work  at  day.  If  we 
had  ammunition  could  prevent  her  at  night. 

C.  L.  Stevenson. 

Lieutenant-General  Pemberton. 


[Telegram.] 

Jackson,  Miss.,  March  35,  1863. 

The  force  now  in  Natchez  is  there  to  protect  our  telegraphic  commu¬ 
nication,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  officer  to  do  so.  If  citizens  are 
apprehensive  on  the  approach  of  a  hostile  force  they  must  leave.  The 
officer  is  directed  not  to  fire  on  gunboats  unless  an  attempt  is  made  to 
land  or  shall  first  fire  on  them.  Temporary  inconvenience  must  be 
submitted  to  for  the  general  good. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 

John  Hunter,  Mayor ,  Natchez ,  Miss. 
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[Telegram. 1 

Jackson,  March  25,  1863. 

You  will  not  lire  on  enemy’s  gunboats  or  otherwise  molest  him 
unless  he  attempts  to  land  or  shell  the  city.  \  on  should  not  display 
your  troops  to'  draw  his  fire  on  city' ,  but  must  vigorously  repel  any 
attempt  to  land.  He  has  already  cut  the  telegraph  wires  on  his  pas¬ 
sage  up. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 

Officer  Commanding  Confederate  Forces  at  Natchez. 


[Telegram.] 

March  27,  1863 — 1  p.  m. 

Surgeon  [H.]  McCormick,  C.  S.  Army,  escaped  from  the  enemy  last 
night  and  joined  us.  The  gunboat  sunk  by  us  was  the  Lancaster;  that 
which  passed  down,  the  monitor;  the  latter  a  total  wreck.  1  send  him 
to  you  to-day.  The  enemy  have  retreated  from  Black  Ba}7ou  and  Deer 
Creek.  Ferguson  is  at  junction  of  Deer  Creek  and  Black  Bayou. 

Stevenson. 

[General  Pemberton.] 


[Telegram.] 

Grand  Gulf,  March  31,  1863. 

The  Hartford  and  Albatross  passed  down  at  8:15  this  evening. 
Owing  to  neglect  of  signalmen  over  the  river  I  had  no  time  to  heat 
shot.  We  hred  in  all  about  60  shot.  Struck  them  repeatedly;  dam¬ 
age  unknown.  One  of  our  20-pounder  Parrotts  burst,  killing  and 
wounding1  8  men. 

Jno.  S.  Bowen. 

Lieutenant-General  Pemberton. 


[Telegram.] 

Vicksburg,  March.  31,  1863. 

The  Vicksburg  burned.  Hartford  and  Albatross  gone  down  the 
river. 

C.  L.  Stevenson. 

Lieutenant-General  Pemberton. 


[Telegram.] 

Vicksburg,  March  31 1863. 

The  disabled  boat  went  down  the  river  with  the  Hartford  and 
Albatross.  The  wires  are  down  south  of  Edwards. 

C.  L.  Stevenson. 

Lieutenant-General  Pemberton. 
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[Telegram.] 

Jackson,  March  31 ,  1863. 

The  wreck  of  the  ironclad  Lancaster  is  floating  down  the  river. 
Keep  a  sharp  lookout  for  it,  and,  if  possible,  tow  it  ashore  and  save 
the  guns  and  engine. 


Major-General  Gardner, 

Port  Hudson. 


J.  C.  Pemberton. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Bowen,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  engagement  with  the  enemy's 

fleet  off  Grand  Gulf,  Miss. 

Hdrs.  1st  Brigade,  2d  Division,  Armt  of  Mississippi, 

Grand  Gulf ,  Miss. ,  April  1,  1863. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy’s  boats,  three  in 
number,  passed  down  the  river  yesterday  evening  at  8:15.  There 
having  been  reports  of  their  approach  during  the  day,  everything  had 
been  held  in  readiness,  the  men  at  their  guns  and  a  regiment  in  the 
trenches.  Night  coming  on,  a  detail  was  left  at  the  guns  (enough  to 
manage  them)  and  the  infantry  bivouacked  in  position.  Owing  to  the 
negligence  of  the  signal  corps  stationed  over  the  river  at  Hard  Times, 
and  who  should  have  been  able  to  give  timely  notice,  no  warning  was 
given  during  the  afternoon,  and  at  night  no  rocket  was  sent  up  to 
apprise  us  of  their  approach.  They  were  perceived  by  the  sentinel  at 
the  upper  battery  as  they  rounded  the  point  and  immediately  opened 
upon.  About  twenty  shots  were  tired  from  the  heavy  guns,  twenty- 
one  from  the  fieldpieces,  and  twenty-one  from  the  Parrotts  of  Wade’s 
battery.  The  vessels  were  struck  repeatedly.  Seven  heavy  shells 
were  seen  to  take  effect,  one  raking  the  Hartford  from  stem  to  stern. 
The  firing  from  the  field  batteries  was  excellent,  the  shrapnel  bursting 
over  the  decks;  but  I  have  no  means  of  discovering  what  damage  was 
inflicted  on  the  ships,  but  the  steam  ram  which  passed  the  Vicksburg 
batteries  was  struck  once  amidships,  swung  round  broadside  to  the 
current  and  floated  down  thus,  firing  a  lee  gun,  which  could  only  have 
been  a  signal  of  distress. 

All  the  vessels  layabout  10  miles  below  during  the  night,  and  passed 
on  down  this  morning. 

I  regret  to  report  that  one  of  the  20-pounder  Parrott  guns  burst  at 
the  fourth  lire,  killing  2,  mortally  wounding  1,  and  wounding  7,  besides 
some  scratches.  I  append  a  list.*  I  entered  the  battery  just  as  the 
gun  exploded,  and  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  gal¬ 
lant  conduct  of  the  men  there.  Though  many  were  knocked  down, 
besides  the  wounded,  only  an  imperceptible  pause  in  the  firing  was 
occasioned,  the  men  sprang  up  and  to  the  other  guns  so  quickly.  The 
lieutenant  of  the  burst  gun  replaced  No.  1  of  the  next  piece,  who  was 
killed,  and  it  would  not  have  been  possible  for  the  enemy  to  have  dis¬ 
covered  the  accident  from  any  slackening  of  the  fire. 

The  firing  from  the  upper  battery  (Captain  [J.  B.]  Grayson’s)  was 
excellent.  The  lower  battery,  where  the  accident  occurred,  was  manned 
by  Wade’s  and  Guibor’s  companies  of  light  artillery. 

*  Nominal  list  omitted,  reports  2  men  killed  and  1  officer  (Captain  Henry  Guibor) 
and  1  man  wounded,  of  Guibor’s  battery;  1  officer  (Lieutenant  John  Kearney)  and 
5  men  wounded,  of  Wade’s  battery. 


88 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


I  inclose  a  report  on  the  circumstances  attending  and  the  causes  of 
the  bursting  of  the  gun. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  S.  Bowen, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding . 

Major  R.  W.  Memminger, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


[Telegram.] 

Jackson,  Ajpril j,  1863 — 3  p.  m. 

Shall  rejoice  to  receive  heavy  guns.  Enemy  made  no  demonstration 
yesterday  up  to  9  p.  m.  against  Fort  Pemberton,  on  Tallahatchie. 
Nothing  to-day  from  there.  I  hope  and  believe  we  shall  foil  them;  are 
increasing  our  strength  there;  river  slowly  falling.  General  Gardner 
reports  last  night  17,000  enemy  have  landed  from  four  transports  on 
opposite  side  of  the  river.  Are  bombarding  us  slowly  from  long 
range.  Land  troops  entirely  withdrawn.  The  Hartford  and  Monon- 
gahela  \Albatross ]  anchored  last  night  opposite  Natchez,  and  started  up 
at  5.30  this  morning.  Nothing  important  as  yet  to-day  from  Vicks¬ 
burg.  Heavy  guns  for  Grand  Gulf  not  }Tet  in  position.  I  see  nothing- 
unfavorable  in  present  aspect  of  affairs. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 

President  Jefferson  Davis. 


[Telegram.] 

Vicksburg,  April  8 ,  1863. 

Bowen  has  three  regiments  and  a  section  of  artillery  on  the  Louisiana 
side.  The  gunboats  have  moved  up  from  Port  Hudson.  If  they  come 
up  the  river  will  he  recross  or  hold  that  position? 

C.  L.  Stevenson. 

Lieutenant-General  Pemberton. 


[Telegram.] 

Port  Hudson,  April  9 ,  1863. 

Farragut  sent  down  a  dummy  last  night,  but  only  drew  fire  from 
sharpshooters.  His  fleet  reported  gone  up  the  river. 

Frank.  Gardner, 

Major-  General. 

Lieutenant-General  Pemberton. 


[Telegram.] 

J ackson,  April  10,  1863. 

Bowen  reports  from  Grand  Gulf  two  ironclads,  eight  guns  each; 
one  ironclad,  nine  guns;  one  ironclad,  ten  guns;  one  ironclad,  eleven 
guns;  one  ironclad,  thirteen  guns;  one  ironclad,  guns  unknown;  one 
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ironclad  ram,  three  guns,  in  iron  casemate  in  front;  one  small  tug; 
two  large  transports,  and  one  barge  heavily  laden.  They  are  1  mile 
below  New  Carthage. 

J.  C.  Pemberton, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

General  Gardner, 

Port  Hudson ,  La. 


[Telegram.] 

Vicksburg,  April  13 ,  1863. 

A  spy  from  the  enemy  reports  that  they  are  preparing  two  or  three 
boats  to  pass  our  batteries  as  reinforcements  to  Farragut. 

The  steamer  Hines  is  at  Natchez.  She  had  better  come  to  Big 
Black. 


General  Pemberton. 


C.  L.  Stevenson. 


[Telegram.] 

Jackson,  April  17 ,  1863. 

Troops  sent  to  you  were  taken  from  Port  Hudson,  a  brigade  under 
General  Buford;  aggregate  present,  4,065. 

Enemy  has  now  nine  boats  between  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson. 
He  has  land  forces  at  New  Carthage  from  Grant’s  army  and  can  rein¬ 
force  them  to  any  extent.  He  can  use  nine  boats  to  cross  his  troops 
to  this  side.  Arrival  of  Lorenzo  Thomas  has  changed  enemy’s  plans, 
or  his  movement  up  the  river  was  a  ruse. 

I  ought  to  have  back  Buford’s  brigade.  Certainly  no  more  troops 
should  leave  this  department. 

Dispatch,  signed  Brigadier-General  Chalmers,  yesterday  says: 

Sixty-four  steamers  left  Memphis  Thursday  loaded  with  soldiers  and  negroes 
ostensibly  to  assault  Vicksburg. 

The  raft  in  Yazoo,  at  Snyder’s  Mill,  has  given  away  and  gone 
entirely.  Am  therefore  forced  to  strengthen  batteries  there  at  expense 
of  Vicksburg. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Tullahoma ,  \Tenn.\. 


[Telegram.] 

Jackson,  April  89,  1863. 

Enemy’s  gunboats  attacked  our  batteries  at  Grand  Gulf  this  morn¬ 
ing  from  above  and  below.  Very  heavy  firing.  The  telegraph  wires 
are  down.  The  enemy  has,  therefore,  either  landed  on  this  side  of 
Mississippi  River,  or  they  have  been  cut  by  Grierson’s  cavalry,  which 
had  reached  Union  Church,  on  road  from  Hazlehurst  to  Natchez.  All 
the  cavalry  I  can  raise  is  close  on  their  rear.  Skirmishing  with  them 
yesterday  evening. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 


General  S.  Cooper, 

Richmond ,  Va. 
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[Telegram.] 

Hdqks.  Dept,  of  Mississippi  and  Eastern  Louisiana, 

.Jackson ,  Mtsx. ,  April  29,  1863. 

Six  gunboats,  averaging  10  tons  each,  opened  terrific  tire  upon  our 
batteries  at  Grand  Gulf  at  7  a.  m.,  and  continued  without  intermission 
six  hours  and  a  half,  when  they  withdrew;  several  boats  apparently 
damaged.  One,  disabled,  lying  on  Louisiana  shore  below.  Our  loss, 
3  killed,  including  Colonel  William]  Wade,  General  Bowen  s  chief  of 
artillery;  12  or  15  wounded.  Repairs  are  being  made,  expecting  a 
renewal  of  attack  to-morrow.  Transports  loaded  with  troops  in  sight, 
but  inactive. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Richmond. 


Tullahoma,  [Tenn.],  April  29,  1863. 

General  Pemberton  reports  the  enemy  in  force  at  [Hard  Times], 
opposite  Grand  Gulf,  with  barges,  indicating  intention  to  attack  Vicks¬ 
burg.  Depends  on  Army  of  Tennessee  to  defend  northern  Mississippi. 
That  army  can  make  no  large  detachments,  except  the  cavalry  near 
Courtland,  which  is  opposed  by  10,000  to  12,000  Federals  from  Corinth. 

J.  E.  Johnston. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Richmond . 


Reports  of  Captain  Kelso,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Confederate  gunboats,  regarding 

attack  on  Fort  De  Russy. 

Flagship  Grand  Duke,  May  J,  1863. 

Major:  A  ship  of  war  mounting  four  guns  on  a  side  came  up  and 
opened  lire  on  us  this  morning.  We  have  some  wounded,  and  I  think 
on  the  Cotton  some  killed.  The  fire  lasted  about  sixty  minutes.  We 
had  to  temporarily  abandon  the  Cotton.  WTewill  return  for  her,  as 
the  enemy  dropped  down,  as  1  thought,  to  secure  a  flank  tire  on  us; 
but  it  is  likely  lie,  the  enemy,  is  badly  damaged. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  major,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  Kelso, 

Captain,  Commanding  Gunboat  Fleet. 

Major  E.  Surget, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

P.  S. — The  enemy,  three  in  number — the  picket  guard  reported 
before  we  left — had  all  gone  down  the  river  at  the  highest  rate  of 
speed.  A  boat  answering  the  description  of  the  Calhoun  laid  behind 
the  woods  and  assisted  in  the  attack.  She  put  two  or  three  shells 
through  us.  We  could  not  direct  our  attention  to  her,  as  it  could  not 
be  exactly  discovered  where  she  was  stationed. 

The  enemy  set  us  on  fire  repeatedly,  but  it  was  extinguished  by  the 
energy  of  the  steamboat  men.  I  will  shortly,  major,  make  a  full 
report. 
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Flagship  Grand  Duke,  May  13 ,  1863 . 

Major:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  fleet  since  the  1st  instant.  Continuous  fever,  con- 
lining  me  to  bed  during  a  portion  of  the  time  and  incapacitating  me 
for  work  of  any  sort,  has  delayed  the  submission  of  this  report  till  now. 

In  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  106,  and  emanating  from  Head¬ 
quarters  District  of  Western  Louisiana,  1  proceeded  to  Fort  De  Hussy 
on  the  night  of  the  1st  instant.  I  immediately  made  a  full  examination 
upon  my  arrival  at  the  fort  of  the  works  and  the  position  of  the  sub¬ 
merged  guns.  This  examination  was  made  after  night,  and  the  report 
made  immediately.  I  found  nothing  to  amend  upon  a  renewed  exami¬ 
nation  in  the  morning. 

In  twenty-four  hours  the  submerged  32-pounder  gun  and  all  the 
undamaged  property,  excepting  some  pieces  of  railroad  iron,  was 
recovered  and  placed  on  board  the  barge  ready  to  be  towed  to  Alex¬ 
andria,  La.  Just  as  this  work  was  completed  an  advance  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  gunboats  (three  in  number)  was  reported  by  the  pickets  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  [H.  A.]  Frederic,  of  the  Signal  Corps. 
Captain  George  Hite,  of  the  steamer  Countess ,  was  immediately 
ordered  by  me  to  take  the  barge  in  tow.  This  he  did,  and  steamed 
out  of  sight  and  danger  up  the  river.  In  ten  minutes  after  the  enemy 
made  their  appearance.  The  leading  ship  proved  to  be  a  steam  pro¬ 
peller  with  two  masts,  mounting  four  guns  on  a  side,  and  a  pivot  gun 
of  heavy  metal  on  bow  and  stern.  From  the  best  information  procur¬ 
able,  and  the  report  of  the  pieces,  the  broadside  guns  were  32-pounders 
rifled  cannon.  This  vessel  took  a  position  about  500  yards  from  us. 
The  remaining  vessels  of  the  enemy’s  fleet  took  position  in  favorable 
and  shelling  distances  behind  the  woods  farther  down  the  river.  We 
tired  twice  on  the  leading  vessel  before  she  replied. 

The  engagement  now  became  general,  and  for  one  hour  the  contest 
was  hotly  disputed.  In  twenty  minutes  after  the  engagement  com¬ 
menced  tile  Cotton ,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  FI.  T.  King,  was  dis¬ 
abled  by  the  cutting  of  her  steam  pipe.  Lieutenant  King,  however, 
continued  to  tight  his  boat  with  unflinching  coolness.  In  a  very  short 
time  after  it  was  reported  to  me  that  all  the  steering  apparatus  of  the 
flagship  was  shot  away.  In  fact,  all  the  mechanical  contrivances  by 
which  communication  is  conveyed  from  one  part  of  the  boat  to  another, 
bell  ropes,  speaking  tubes,  etc.,  were  shot  to  pieces.  Captain  White 
reported  to  me  at  the  same  time  that  he  thought  his  boat  unmanage¬ 
able.  The  fight  continued,  however,  with  unabated  energy  until  Die 
leading  gunboat  of  the  enemy  withdrew,  apparently  uninjured.  This 
gave  me  the  impression,  and  it  was  equally  the  impression  of  Lieuten¬ 
ant  King,  that,  having  divined  our  crippled  condition,  the  enemy  were 
drifting  down  the  river  in  order  to  secure  a  position  from  which  they 
could  deliver  the  fire  upon  our  unprotected  flank.  I  therefore  directed 
an  examination  to  be  made  of  our  condition.  This  resulted  in  ascer¬ 
taining  that  by  passing  the  word  from  man  to  man  the  boat  might  be 
handled  exclusively  through  the  engines.  Upon  a  brief  consultation 
with  my  officers,  I  determined  to  run  up  the  river  a  short  distance, 
repair  damages,  and  return.  It  seeming  to  me  clear  that  should  the 
three  boats  select  their  positions — as  was  practicable  with  them,  owing 
to  our  damaged  condition — that  our  destruction  would  be  probable. 
We  therefore  ran  up  the  river,  repaired  damages  as  rapidly  as  possi¬ 
ble,  and  returned  to  the  fort. 
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In  the  midst  of  the  tight  I  observed  with  indignation  and  regret  that 
the  barge  had  been  cast  off  from  the  Countess  and  had  floated  down 
against  the  raft.  The  Cotton ,  it  was  ascertained,  could  not  be  repaired 
at  the  fort,  and  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  save  the  barge  and  her 
valuable  freight.  I  therefore  took  the  Cotton  and  barge  in  tow  and 
proceeded  slowly  toward  Alexandria,  La.  The  Countess  made  her 
appearance  subsequently,  and  relieved  us  of  the  barge. 

The  Grand  Duke  was  set  on  fire  five  times,  but  owing  to  the  cool¬ 
ness  and  energy  of  Captain  J.  M.  White,  his  officers  and  men,  the  tire 
was  each  time  subdued. 

I  can  not  conclude  the  report,  major,  without  bearing  testimony  to 
the  signal  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Crescent  Artil¬ 
lery.  First  Lieutenant  W.  Hervey  and  First  Junior  Lieutenant  T.  H. 
Handy  behaved  in  a  manner  to  excite  the  admiration  and  rivet  the 
confidence  of  everyone  who  witnessed  their  intrepid  conduct.  Ser¬ 
geant  A.  Mordis  and  Sergeant  J.  J.  Dalton  also  deserve  special  notice 
for  their  admirable  deportment  during  the  action.  When  the  alarm 
of  fire  was  repeatedly  given  I  did  not  observe  a  man  relax  his  ener¬ 
gies  at  the  pieces.  To  Lieutenant  E.  T.  King  too  much  credit  can  not 
be  awarded.  He  discharged  his  duties  with  a  fearlessness  and  com¬ 
posure  which  inspired  confidence  in  those  around  him,  and  elicited  the 
applause  of  all  whose  position  enabled  them  to  observe  him. 

The  conduct  of  Lieutenant  M.  Fogarty  is  reported  to  me  by  his 
commanding  officer  as  deserving  of  high  praise. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  enclosed  list  of  wounded  and  missing  on  both 
boats. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Kelso, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Fleet ,  off  Grand  Ecore. 

Major  E.  Surget, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Enclosure.] 

Gunboat  Cotton, 

Station ,  Grand  Ecore ,  May  12,  1863. 

List*  of  wounded  and  missing  of  Captain  [E.  W.]  Fuller’s  company, 
Saint  Martin’s  Rangers,  May  4,  1863,  on  board  C.  S.  gunboat  Cotton , 
as  follows:  Wounded,  officers  1,  enlisted  men  6,  crew  3.  Missing, 
enlisted  men  1,  crew  3. 

E.  T.  King, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Gunboat  Cotton. 

J.  G autre aux, 

Acting  Orderly  Sergeant. 

List*  of  wounded  of  the  Crescent  Artillery  on  board  flagship  Grand 
Duke ,  May  4,  1863,  as  follows:  Enlisted  men  wounded,  7. 

W.  Heryey, 

First  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Crescent  Artillery. 

*  Nominal  list  omitted. 
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[Endorsement. 1 

Headquarters  District  Western  Louisiana, 

Natchitoches. ,  May  Ilf.,  1863. 

Respectfully  forwarded.  Captain  [J.]  Kelso,  in  command  of  the 
gunboats  Grand  Duke  and  Cotton ,  was  sent  down  to  Fort  De  Russy  to 
remove  the  guns,  ordnance  stores,  and  other  public  property  left  at 
that  point,  which  was  successfully  accomplished  and  the  enemy  delayed 
in  his  advance  up  the  river  for  forty-eight  hours. 

R.  Taylor, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Wade ,  U  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Arthur ,  to  blockade 
Aransas  Pass. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  March  16,  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  your  station  off  Aransas  Pass  and  keep  a  strict 
blockade  of  that  port  and  the  adjacent  coasts,  and  you  will  frequently 
sight  the  vessel  blockading  off  Pass  Cavallo. 

You  are  expected  to  report  to  the  officer  commanding  the  blockade 
off  Galveston,  as  opportunities  occur,  the  necessities  of  the  bark 
under  your  command;  also  all  occurrences  on  that  part  of  the  coast 
which  are  of  public  interest. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Thos.  F.  Wade, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Arthur ,  off  Galveston ,  Tex. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Read ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  in  Sabine  River. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  March  16,  1863. 

Sir:  At  midnight  following  get  underway  and  proceed  off  the 
Sabine  River  and  take  charge  of  the  blockade  there,  in  company  with 
the  Cayuga,  keeping  the  commanding  officer  off  Galveston  informed, 
as  opportunities  occur,  of  the  state  of  things  at  that  pass  and  of  your 
coal  and  provisions  on  hand. 

Commander  William  H.  Macomb  is  expected  to  be  the  senior  officer 


on  this  coast. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  Sabine  send  the  Sciota  down  to  this  station. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore.. 


Lieutenant-Commander  Abner  Read, 

Commmiding  U.  S.  Gunboat  New  London,  off  Galveston,  Tex. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  L  ieutenant -  Cent  inlander 
Lewis,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ  S.  S.  Itasca. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  March  17,  1863. 

Sir:  If  you  should  not  be  relieved  before  the  22d  of  this  month, 
you  will  on  that  day  proceed  to  rejoin  the  blockade  off  Galveston, 
examining  the  intermediate  coast  and  harbors. 

Verv  respectfullv, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Lieutenant-Commander  R.  F.  R.  Lewis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Itasca,  off  Velasco,  Tex. 


Extract  from  report  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  >8.  Navy,  regarding 

general  matters. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  March  19,  1863. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  inform  you  that  the  Brooklyn  is  quite 
short  of  everything.  To-day  she  has  fifteen  days’  rations  for  321 
persons.  Total  number  of  persons  on  board  421,  and  has  140  tons 
coal.  I  will  wait  four  or  five  days  longer  and  then  go  on  half  rations, 
trusting  that  you  will  supply  me  without  delay  with  provisions,  wood, 
and  coal  for  the  Brooklyn.  She  stows  330  tons  coal. 

*  *  .  *  *  *  *  * 

On  shore  they  are  working  on  new  batteries  near  the  entrance  to 
lower  harbor.  I  observe  by  their  papers  that  they  congratulate 
themselves  upon  the  arrival  of  Commander  Cates  by  Jones,  who  served 
on  the  Merrimack,  and  subsequently  fitted  out  two  rams  on  the  Chat¬ 
tahoochee.  I  have  no  doubt  he  is  here  to  prepare  the  Harriet  Lane 
for  like  service. 

In  this  squadron  we  have  many  relapses  of  intermittent  fever  from 
those  occurring  in  the  river  last  summer. 

******  * 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  order  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  TJ.  S.  hark  Arthur  for  the  removal  of 
Texas  refugees  from  the  Mexican  shore. 


U.  8.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  March  19,  1863. 

Sir:  The  steamboat  Honduras ,  employed  by  the  quartermaster’s 
department,  arrived  from  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  16th  with  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  First  Texas  Cavalry.  The  officer  in  command  reported  that 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


95 


the  Texans  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  to  Bagdad,  on  the  Mexican  side, 
on  the  15th,  and  carried  off  to  Texas  Colonel  Ed.  J.  Davis,  their  com¬ 
manding-  officer,  and  five  or  six  others,  threatening-  to  hang  the  colonel, 
and  were  hunting  down  other  refugees  who  were  hiding  in  the  hills  at 
Bagdad  tiding  to  get  off.  The  officer  of  the  detachment,  Lieutenant 
Temple,  wanted  protection  to  get  them  off  to  the  Honduras ,  and  the 
Arthur  being  ready  I  dispatched  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wade 
to  the  Rio  Grande  to  give  them  his  assistance  and  protection,  then 
return  to  the  blockade  of  Aransas  and  Lavaca.  The  Honduras  being 
short  of  coal,  I  let  her  have  30  tons,  although  1  could  illy  spare  it. 

Lieutenant  Radetski,  of  the  troops  referred  to,  applied  to  me  to 
send  a  flag  of  truce  to  General  Bee,  at  Brownsville,  to  demand  the 
release  of  Colonel  Davis,  but  not  perceiving  the  utility  of  it,  and 
Brownsville  being  too  far  inland  for  my  boats,  I  declined. 

I  enclose  herewith  copy  of  letter  to  Captain  Wade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Larragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  March  16,  1863. 

Sib:  Proceed  without  delay  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  to  ren¬ 
der  such  assistance  as  will  be  in  your  power  to  Lieutenant  Temple, _  of 
the  Texan  Volunteers,  now  on  board  of  the  steamer  Honduras,  in  taking 
off  from  the  Mexican  shore  to  the  said  steamer  such  refugees  from 
Texas  as  Lieutenant  Temple  may  wish  to  receive. 

In  performing  this  duty  you  will  bear  in  mind  that  the  Mexicans 
are  friendlv,  and  you  will  be  careful  not  to  violate  the  neutrality  of 
Mexico. 

After  having  performed  this  -  service,  return  to  your  station  on 
blockade  off  Aransas  and  Lavaca,  reporting  to  the  commanding  officer 
off  Galveston  your  proceedings. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H,  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Thos.  L.  Wade, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Arthur,  off  Galveston ,  Tex. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Hooper,  U.  S.  Navy,  co'mmandvng  U.  S.  schooner  Rachel  Seaman, 
to  blockade  Matagorda  and  Lavaca. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  March  W,  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  off  Pass  Cavallo  to  blockade  Matagorda  and  Lavaca, 
extending-  your  cruising  to  Cany  Creek  and  occasionally  sighting  the 
bark  Arthur  off  Aransas.  You  will  keep  the  officer  in  command  of 
the  blockade  off  Galveston  informed  from  time  to  time,  as  opportuni¬ 
ties  occur,  of  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  coast  and  wants  of  the  Rachel 
Seaman. 
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You  will  deliver  the  accompanying  letter  to  the  commander  of  the 
Itasca ,  blockading  off  Pass  Cavallo. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  U.  S.  Forces ,  Coast  of  Texas. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Quincy  A.  Hooper, 

Comdg.  U  S.  Schooner  Rachel  Seaman ,  off  Galveston ,  Tex. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  Commander 
Lewis ,  V.  A.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Itasca. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  March  20,  1863. 

Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  this,  you  will  immediately  return  to  the 
blockade  off  Galveston  and. report  to  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
blockade  there  upon  your  arrival. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodo7‘e. 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  F.  R.  Lewis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Itasca ,  off  Pass  Cavallo ,  Tex. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherntan,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Commodore 

Morris ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  opetr'ations  near  Brashear  City ,  La. 

Headquarters  Department, 

New  Orleans ,  March  20,  1863- — 8  p.  m. 

Commodore:  1  have  just  received  the  following  telegram  from  Gen¬ 
eral  Weitzel,  from  Brashear  City: 

General  Sherman:  I  will  be  attacked  to-night  or  shortly  by  the  Queen  of  the  West, 
and  perhaps  other  boats.  If  they  give  me  time  until  to-morrow  I  will  fight  them  at 
Bayou  Bceuf  Bridge.  If  not,  I  will  fight  them  at  mouth  of  Bayou  Chaver.  Gun¬ 
boats  are  what  I  want  most. 

G.  Weitzel, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

T.  W.  Sherman. 

Commodore  Morris, 

Commanding ,  etc. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Wilkes ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy ,  apologizing  for  the  retention  of  the  U.  S. 
steamers  R.  R.  Cuyler  and  Oneida. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Vanderbilt, 

Havana ,  March  21,  1863. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  perhaps  owe  you  an  apology  for  not  writing  to 
you  a  line  before,  respecting  the  R.  R.  Cuyler  and  Oneida.  The  cir¬ 
cumstances  under  which  they  fell  under  my  command,  viz,  in  the  hot 
pursuit  of  the  Oreto  and  Alabama ,  is,  I  make  no  doubt,  sufficient  to 
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excuse  me,  if  any  were  necessary.  Bailey  had  sent  them  over  for  the 
chase,  and  I  joined,  after  being  a  few  hours  behind  the  Oreto.  and  we 
continued  on  in  the  chase  as  far  as  the  Windward  Islands,  where  I 
was  obliged  to  leave  the  Wachusett ,  nearly  broken  down,  the  Oneida , 
and  Alabama  to  blockade  and  search  the  various  localities  where  the 
Oreto  may  have  taken  refuge.  She  last  coaled  at  Barbados,  only 
twenty-seven  days  after  she  had  done  so  at  Nassau,  and  subsequent  to 
her  destruction,  of  the  Jacob  Bell ,  and  it  is  believed,  when  I  left,  she 
sought  refuge  in  some  of  the  neighboring  islands  or  reefs  to  effect 
repairs  and  meet  coal.  Under  these  circumstances  I  detained  the 
Oneida.  The  R.  R.  Cuyler  has  long  since,  I  hope,  joined  you. 

I  ought  to  state  also  that  Captain  Hazard  has  entirely  broken  down, 
and  under  a  survey  of  surgeons  is  to  go  home.  He  leaves  for  Key 
West  in  the  first  vessel. 

I  need  not,  my  dear  sir,  enter  into  any  further  details,  as  I  well 
know  and  believe  your  views  and  wishes  would  correspond  with  mine, 
and  you  will  indulge  in  the  hope  that  it  may  result  in  the  capture  of 
the  Oreto  or  Alabama. 

I  have  had  quite  a  row  with  the  governor  of  Barbados  about  the 
coaling,  etc.,  of  the  Oreto ,  and  I  think,  although  it  can  not  well  be 
proved,  that  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas  and  the  governor  of  Bar¬ 
bados  have  had  an  understanding,  through  letters  brought  by  Maffitt 
from  the  former,  to  afford  him  all  facilities,  notwithstanding  her 
British  Majesty’s  rules  and  regulations. 

Very  truly  and  sincerely,  yours,  etc., 

Charles  Wilkes. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Alden,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer  below  Port 
Hudson ,  requesting  instructions  regarding  the  disposition  of  vessels  at 
that  point. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Below  Port  Hudson ,  La. ,  March  HI,  1863. 

Sir:  Since  the  admiral  passed  above  the  fortifications  at  Port  Hudson 
on  the  night  of  the  14th  instant  several  attempts  have  been  made  by 
the  army  to  communicate  with  him  across  the  land  forming  the  bend 
of  the  river.  A  point  necessary  for  that  purpose  has  been  gained,  but 
the  admiral  was  nowhere  to  be  seen,  and  judging  from  the  fact  that  sev¬ 
eral  steamers  from  Red  River  have  since  yesterday  visited  Port  Hudson 
1  am  satisfied  that  he  has  gone  higher  up,  perhaps  to  Vicksburg.  Under 
these  circumstances,  being  entirely  cut  off  from  communication  with 
the  admiral,  I  feel  it  my  dut}q  having  most  reluctantly  given  up  the 
idea  of  making  any  further  attempt  to  join  him,  owing  to  the  crippled 
condition  of  this  ship,  to  report  to  you,  the  second  in  command  in  the 
fleet,  for  instructions. 

It  is  proposed  to  withdraw  the  army  from  here  soon.  1  trust  it  will 
not  be  done,  however,  till  the  admiral  has  had  sufficient  time  to  return 
to  the  point  named  above,  which  I  am  sure  he  will  do  in  a  few  days. 

I  have  now  here  with  me  the  Afonongahela ,  with  a  defect  in  one  of 
her  crank  pins,  the  heating  of  which  prevented  her  getting  by  the 
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forts.  The  Genesee  and  Winona  in  good  condition,  also  the  Essex,  with 
the  Mortar  Flotilla.  As  there  is  no  prospect  of  our  making  another 
attack  upon  Port  Hudson  soon,  would  it  not  be  well  to  drop  the  mor¬ 
tar  vessels  down  as  far  as  Baton  Rouge?  .  . 

One  or  two  vessels  here  or  at  Baton  Rouge  would  be  quite  sufficient 
to  watch  the  enemy;  the  rest  might  be  withdrawn  if  they  are  requiied 
elsewhere. 

With  great  respect,  1  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

s  James  Alden, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Commodore  IT.  W.  Morris,  _ 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pensacola ,  and  Senior  Officer 5  JS/ew  Orleans . 

P.  S.— To  show  you  that  there  is  a  fraudulent  attempt  to  conceal  a 
defect  in  one  of  the  crank  pins  of  the  engines  of  the  Monongahela ,  I 
herewith  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a  report  of  a  board  of  officers  ordered 
by  me  to  investigate  the  same. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

James  Alden, 

Commander. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  request¬ 
ing  the  services  of  a  transport. 

War  Department, 
Washington  City ,  March  25,  1863. 

Sir:  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  inform  me  whether  you  can  fur¬ 
nish  convoy  to  a  transport  taking  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Ullmann  in  New  Orleans;  and  if  so,  how  soon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

[Endorsement.] 

The  Department  has  not  vessels  at  the  present  time  to  convoy.  If 
General  Ullmann  keeps  inside  of  the  Gulf  Stream  and  near  the  coast 
as  far  as  Key  West  he  will  be  in  the  cruising  ground  of  our  men- 
of-war. 


Report  of  Commander  Alden ,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer  helow  Port 
Hudson ,  regarding  affairs  ait  that  point. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Below  Port  Hudson ,  La. ,  March  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  we  have  lost  both  bower 
anchors  since  we  came  up  here — one  on  the  night  of  the  action,  with  To 
fathoms  chain,  which  we  were  compelled  to  slip  to  avoid  the  burning 
Mississippi,  and  the  other  this  morning  in  a  heavy  squall  from  the 
southward  and  westward,  parting  the  jews-harp  or  ring  of  the  anchor. 

Will  you  be  pleased  to  send  us  one,  at  least,  as  soon  as  practicable? 
The  weight  should  be  from  6,000  to  7,000  pounds,  including  the  stock. 

The  Monongahela  has  just  gone  on  a  trial  trip  to  see  if  the  difficulty 
with  one  of  her  crank  pins  has  been  remedied. 
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We  hear  nothing  from  the  admiral.  The  enclosed  paper  is  from  a 
free  mulatto,  who  lives  up  on  False  [Fausse]  River.  I  have  employed 
him  to  watch  between  that  point  and  Red  River  and  to  bring  me  any 
information  he  can  get  from  the  flagship.  He  has  been  nearly  to  Red 
River  once  and  returned.  I  expect  him  again  very  soon.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  admiral  has  gone  to  Vicksburg,  from  the  fact  that  three 
or  four  steamers  with  supplies  came  down  to  Port  Hudson  two  or 
three  days  ago.  Their  stay  there,  however,  was  uncomfortable  and 
short,  made  so  by  the  long-range  rifle  guns  of  the  Monongahela  and 
Genesee ;  indeed,  they  were  driven  away  from  under  the  guns  of  Port 
Hudson  most  effectually,  so  that  there  has  been  none  there  for  two 
days. 

The  expeditionary  force  from  the  Army  is  still  here.  I  have  re¬ 
quested  them  to  remain  long  enough  to  give  the  admiral  a  chance  to 
return  from  Vicksburg,  as  I  think  he  will  like  to  rejoin  the  fleet  below, 
leaving  the  Hartford  to  blockade  Red  River. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Commodore  H.  W.  Morris. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  forwarding  letters  from 

French  consular  officer. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  March  2 3 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  for  your  disposal  seven  letters*  from  Mon¬ 
sieur  Theron,  late  consular  agent  for  France.  Some  of  these  letters 
are  addressed  to  high  dignitaries,  and  one  or  two  are  apparently  of  a 
private  character,  though  the  stamp  of  the  vice-consul  of  France. is 
upon  them  all.  He  apprised  me  on  the  8th  of  February  of  his  dis¬ 
missal  by  Mr.  Davis.  I  shall  be  glad  when  so  great  a  pest  is  out  of 
the  land. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Captain  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  of  the  capture  of  the 

schooner  Clara,  from  Havana. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile,  March  26,  1863. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  gunboat  Kanawha  this  day  captured  the  schooner 
Clara,  from  Havana,  with  a  general  cargo,  while  attempting  to  run 
the  blockade  at  this  port. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  S.  Colorado,  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


*  Not  found. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Hitchcock ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  at  Pensa¬ 
cola,  urging  the  need  of  increased  force  of  men  and  vessels. 


U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 
Pensacola  Bay ,  March  35,  1863. 

Sir:  The  condition  of  affairs  in  this  squadron  forces  upon  me  the 
necessity  of  retaining-  men  on  board  this  ship  whose  times  have  expired. 
I  have  reported  the  circumstance  to  Admiral  Farragut,  but  as  com¬ 
munication  with  him  is  now  cut  off,  can  not  receive  a  reply;  even  our 
communication  with  New  Orleans  is  rare  and  uncertain. 

Accompanying  this  is  a  statement  of  the  expiration  of  times  of  the 
crew  for  the  next  three  months.  You  will  see  by  it  that  nearly  all  of 
the  petty  officers  of  this  ship  will  be  entitled  to  return  home.  Their 
places  can  not  be  filled.  We  have  not  received  a  man  on  board  this 
ship  since  I  have  had  the  command  above  the  rate  of  landsman.  Three 
of  our  guns  have  to  be  manned  by  the  marine  guard. 

Every  vessel  in  this  division  of  the  squadron,  except  the  two  last 
arrived,  are  short  of  men.  There  are  now  in  this  port  seven  vessels, 
not  any  of  them  fully  manned;  one  of  them  (the  Anderson )  has  been 
here  for  months,  not  able  to  go  to  sea  from  want  of  men.  Potomac 
only  able  to  man  five  or  six  guns.  The  town  of  Pensacola  has  just 
been  evacuated  by  the  army.  Under  all  these  circumstances  I  trust 
that  the  Navy  Department  will  approve  of  my  retaining  the  men 
whose  time  has  expired. 

More  vessels  are  required  in  this  division  of  the  squadron.  The 
gunboats  off  Mobile  have  been  on  such  constant  service  that  the  repairs 
have  been  only  such  as  were  imperatively  necessary.  The  number 
has  been  too  small  to  spare  any  from  Mobile.  Shortly  a  number  of 
them  will  have  to  be  taken  off  for  repairs,  if  they  do  not  break  down 
entirely. 

The  Pocahontas  has  just  come  in  with  almost  the  whole  bottom  of 
hpr  boilers  gone.  She  also  leaks  badly  at  her  bow  near  the  garboard 
streak  (22  inches  per  hour  when  underway).  She  is  not  fit  for  the 
service  of  blockade. 


There  is  strong  evidence  that  an  attack  will  be  made  by  the  rebel 
force  at  Mobile  when  they  get  their  ironclads  down  from  Selma  and 
Montgomeiy.  That  our  force  should  be  strengthened  is  to  me  very 
evident.  Some  of  our  gunboats  can  not  make  7  knots,  and  all  of  them 
require  repairs,  which,  as  I  have  said,  can  not  be  given  them  from 
the  force  not  being  adequate  to  the  duty  required  of  them. 

This  ship  I  have  reported  as  inefficient  again  and  again.  We  have 
done  all  that  it  is  possible  to  do  with  the  means  in  our  power  but  her 
defects  are  beyond  our  means  to  remedy.  She  is  almost  useless,  still 
counting  for  her  number  of  guns. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

n  7  /~i  ~r\  •  R.  B.  Hitchcock, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Division  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  Captain  Smith ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Schley,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  to  report  for  duty  on  board  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Richmond. 

U.  S.  S.  Monongahela, 

Near  Port  Hudson,  March  26,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  report  to  Captain  James  Alden,  commanding  U.  S.  S, 
Richmond,  for  duty  on  board  that  vessel. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  Smith, 

Captain,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant  W.  S.  Schley. 


Order  of  Captain  Smith,  TJ.  S.  Na  vy,  to  Lieutenant-  Commander  Dana, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  report  for  duty  on  hoard  the  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela. 

U.  S.  S.  Monongahela, 

Near  Port  Hudson,  March  26,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  report  without  delay  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Mononga¬ 
hela  for  duty. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  Smith, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  H.  Dana. 


Order  of  Captain  Smith ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  return  to  anchorage. 

U.  S.  S.  Monongahela, 

Near  Port  Hudson,  March  26,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  return  to  this  anchorage. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  Smith, 

Captain,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb. 


Orders  for  the  picket  boat. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Lackawanna, 

Off  Mobile,  March  27,  1863. 

The  boat  to  be  well  manned  and  armed;  to  carry  a  compass,  hedge, 
lead  line,  water,  blue  light,  and  Coston  signal  No  3. 

She  will  leave  the  ship  (weather  permitting)  every  even  day  of^  the 
month  after  sundown,  and  go  alongside  of  the  picket  gunboat.  Y\  hen 
dark,  so  as  not  to  be  seen  from  shore,  she  will  pull  in  (being governed 
by  wind,  tide,  and  weather)  toward  Sand  Island  and  anchor  in  the 
channel  way  to  keep  a  bright  lookout  for  vessels  or  boats  coming  out 
of  the  harbor. 

Should  a  steamer  or  a  sailing  vessel  be  coming  out,  the  picket  boat 
will  burn  a  blue  light.  If  two  or  more  steamers  are  coming  out,  then 
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she  will  burn  Coston  No.  3,  taking  care  to  run  securely  into  shoal  water 
before  making  the  signal. 

The  boat  will  return  to  the  ship  by  daylight. 

J.  B.  March  and, 

Captain. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  regret¬ 
ting  his  inability  to  furnish  convoy  for  a  transport  for  troops  oj 
Brigadier- General  Ullmann ,  U.  S.  Army. 


Navy  Department,  March  27,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  25th  instant  and  to  state  in  reply  that  the  Department  has  not  at 
the  present  time  a  vessel  to  convoy  a  transport  taking  the  command 
of  Brigadier-General  Ullmann  to  New  Orleans.  If  General  Ullmann 
will  keep  inside  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  and  near  the  coast  as  far  as  Key 
West,  he  will  be  in  the  cruising  ground  of  our  men-of-war. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc. , 

Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general  matters. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  March  27,  1863. 

Sir:  The  steamer  Honduras,  on  her  way  from  the  Rio  Grande  to 
New  Orleans,  gives  me  an  opportunity  to  forward  a  letter  to  you. 

Please  receive  herewith  a  duplicate  copy  of  my  dispatch  to  you  by 
the  coal  bark  Brilliant,  which  left  here  on  the  19th  for  New  Orleans 
via  Sabine  River. 

You  will  find  requisitions  enclosed  from  the  paymaster,  engineer, 
surgeon,  and  master.  I  have  eight  days’  full  rations  of  beef  and  pork, 
but  am  on  half  rations  on  the  Brooklyn. 

The  engineer  reports  100  tons  coal  on  board  to-day. 

1  shall  hold  on  to  the  blockade  as  long  as  I  can,  and  then  proceed  to 
South  West  Pass  for  supplies;  but  I  trust  there  will  be  no  necessity 
for  leaving. 

The  gunboats  have  on  board  at  this  time  from  four  to  five  weeks’ 
supplies. 

I  see  nothing  of  the  Harriet  Lane,  though  I  have  every  reason  for 
believing  she  is  in  the  bay  above  Red  Fish  Bank  [Bar]. 

Besides  the  relapses  of  old  cases  of  intermittent  fever,  there  are 
several  new  cases  occurring,  and  our  quinine  is  nearly  exhausted. 
We  want  a  good  supply  of  that  article. 

The  schooner  Rachel  Seaman  arrived  on  the  20th  and  she  is  now  on 
blockade  off  Matagorda. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  103 

Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  TI  S.  Navy ,  regarding  disturbed  co7idition 

of  affairs  at  Matamoras. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  March  27,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  a  letter  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T:  F.  Wade, 
commanding  U.  S.  bark  Arthur,  dated  off  the  Rio  Grande.  He 
informs  me  that  there  are  92  vessels  lying  off  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
that  he  fouled  one  of  them  in  a  norther,  carrying  away  the  Arthur’s 
bobstays,  cathead,  and  all  her  head  gear,  and"  is  coming  here  to  have 
his  repairs  made.  I  fear  I  have  not  suitable  rope.  He  states  that 
they  threaten  to  capture  him  by  fitting  up  a  cotton  barricade,  and 
expresses  his  apprehension  as  to  the  consequences.  The  fact  is,  these 
sailing  vessels  seem  to  consider  resistance  to  cotton  bales  as  quite 
useless. 

Captain  Wade  has  also  forwarded  to  me  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras,  expressing  great  apprehensions  of  the 
Texans  attacking  Matamoras  for  the  sake  of  the  plunder,  as  the  gov¬ 
ernor  of  Matamoras  has  received  a  threatening  letter  from  General 
Bee,  the  Texan  commander,  since  the  release  of  Colonel  Davis.  If 
they  should  attack,  may  not  this  be  the  first  step  toward  a  French 
alliance  or  French  interposition?  No  man-of-war  of  any  nation  is 
there  at  present. 

I  think  of  sending  a  gunboat  down  for  a  short  time,  as  I  hear  by 
private  sources  that  the  Texans  captured  an  American  schooner  off 
the  Rio  Grande,  in  Mexican  waters,  a  few  days  ago,  and  that  they  are 
fitting  out  a  privateer  at  Brazos  St.  Jago  [Santiago].  At  the  same 
time  I  don’t  see  that  we  can  keep  her  there,  supplying  her  many 
demands  on  short  notice.  I  am  sure  a  gunboat  is  not  a  proper  kind 
of  vessel  for  that  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  F^.rragut, 

Corndg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
defenses  of  New  Orleans,  regarding  expedition  to  Wadesboro  Landing, 
in  JPonchatoula  River. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

March  27,  1863. 

Colonel:  In  reply  to  the  verbal  directions  of  Major-General  Banks, 
conveyed  by  one  of  his  aids  this  morning,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  no  official  report  has  yet  been  received  from  Colonel  Clark,  SW-1- 
Michigan,  in  command  of  the  expedition  to  Ponchato’ 
immediate  information  of  the  general,  which pTe)  very  great.  these 
pencil  note  from  Colonel  ClaD-^e  purcnase  of  necessary  supplies 
mand,  I  can  furnish  W—^ron,  as  well  as  the  money  necessary  tor  the 
On  that  dav  rr  the  payment  of  ration  and  grog  money  to  the  crews, 
n  hi  rip  stparLin(ls  sent  out  here  very  rapidly.  The  admiral  owes  a 
Orleans  fo'  General  Banks— $50,000,  I  think— which  is  still  unpaid, 
ospectfully  recommend  that  $200,000  be  sent  out  as  early  as 
^ble  to  meet  these  expenses. 
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(two  guns),  ascended  the  Ponchatoula  to  Wadesboro  Landing,  a  point 
3  miles  from  a  village  of  that  name. 

******* 
After  some  smart  skirmishing  on  all  sides,  conducted,  as  I  under¬ 
stand,  in  •admirable  order,  the  enemy,  which  was  found  to  consist  of 
three  companies  of  cavalry,  was  entirely  routed  and  driven  off.  Not 
a  person  appears  to  have  been  killed  on  our  side,  though  Colonel 
Clark  reports  6  wounded.  What  loss  the  enemy  sustained  I  have  not 
learned,  except  1  officer  and  4  privates  taken  prisoners. 

******* 


Very  respectfully, 


T.  W.  Sherman, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  Irwin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General ,  Department  of  the  Gulf  \ 

New  Orleans ,  La. 


P.  S. — I  should  have  stated  also  that  the  schooner  Corypheus  (two 
guns)  accompanied  the  expedition  and  covered  the  North  Pass  during 
the  operation  at  Ponchatoula. 


Report  of  Captain  Smith ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  a  survey  on  the 

TJ.  S.  S.  Monongahela. 

U.  S.  S.  Monongahela, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  March  3 8 ,  1863. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  request  that  a  survey  may  be  ordered  upon  the 
machinery,  hull,  rigging,  spars,  and  gun  carriages  of  the  TJ.  S.  S. 
Monongahela  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  what  repairs  are  indispen¬ 
sable  in  the  several  departments  to  render  the  vessel  efficient. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  Smith, 

Captain ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  W.  Morris, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Naval  Forces  off  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  Morris ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer  West  Gulf 
Squadron  in  the  absence  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  March  38,  1863. 

several  kc, absence  of  Admiral  Farragut  from  here,  who  is  now  in 
We  want  a  goouAup;''"’  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows: 

The  schooner  Rachel  veania;!  here  to  open  all  his  dispatches,  and 
blockade  off  Matagorda.  '  ^repute.  He  assigned  to 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  -*  all  the  matters 

R.’Wrt  Hudson, 
stations  at 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gvilf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleam 
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In  pursuance  of  these  instructions,  I  have  acted  on  the  order  trans¬ 
mitted  to  him  from  the  Department  in  relation  to  ordering  a  court  of 
enquiry  on  the  conduct  of  the  senior  officer  at  Mobile  Bar,  upon  the 
occasion  of  the  rebel  vessel  Florida  running  past  the  blockading  force 
and  escaping  to  sea.  The  senior  officer  on  that  occasion  was  Commo¬ 
dore  Robert  B.  Hitchcock,  of  the  steamer  Susquehanna.  I  have 
appointed  Commodore  William  Smith,  of  the  Pensacola  navy  yard,  to 
act  as  senior  officer  of  the  court.  I  have  also  ordered  Commodore 
Hitchcock  to  proceed  north  in  the  Susquehanna  as  soon  as  the  court 
of  enquiry  in  his  case  have  finished  it.  I  have  directed  that  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  court  be  forwarded  immediately  to  the  Department, 
and  a  duplicate  copy  of  them  to  the  admiral  here.  I  ordered  this  court 
to  be  held  now,  as  I  deemed  it  very  important  for  the  Susquehanna 
to  go  north  as  soon  as  practicable,  which  could  not  be  done  until  the 
court  had  been  held  on  Commodore  Hitchcock. 

Lieutenant-Commanders  Law  and  Wilson  are  detained  here  wait¬ 
ing  for  an  order  from  the  Department  to  try  them  by  a  court-martial 
for  their  conduct  at  Galveston  on  the  occasion  of  the  capture  of  the 
Harriet  Lane.  They  are  very  desirous  to  be  sent  north,  as  they  say 
all  the  witnesses  in  their  cases  have  been  sent  there.  Should  the  order 
for  their  trial  arrive  here  before  the  return  of  the  admiral  to  this 
place,  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  order  a  court  for  their  trial,  as  I  have 
not  now  officers  here  senior  to  them  to  form  a  court,  and  probably 
will  not  have  when  the  order  arrives.  Will  the  Department  please  to 
instruct  me  what  I  shall  do  with  them  ? 

Surgeon  Maccoun,  of  the  Mississippi  frigate,  and  her  chief  engineer, 
W.  H.  Rutherford,  are  here,  unattached  to  any  vessel.  There  is  not 
now,  and  there  may  not  be,  any  vessel  wanting  officers  of  their  grade 
to  which  to  order  them.  Surgeon  Maccoun  is  very  desirous  to  be 
permitted  to  go  north,  but  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  permit  him  to  go, 
unless  a  public  necessity  requires  that  he  should  be  sent. 

The  late  crew  of  the  Mississippi  are  located  for  the  present  on  board 
the  different  vessels  of  the  squadron  in  this  river  fqr  temporary  resi¬ 
dence.  I  have  been  obliged  to  order  the  paymasters  of  these  vessels 
to  issue  to  them  such  clothing  and  other  necessaries  as  their  destitute 
condition  required.  I  ordered  Paymaster  C.  P.  Wallach  to  go  north 
and  procure  their  accounts  and  return  here  with  them  as  soon  as  prac¬ 
ticable.  In  the  meantime  I  transfer  them  to  other  vessels  as  they  are 
wanted  to  fill  existing  vacancies  in  them.  I  dispose  of  the  officers  of 
that  vessel  and  of  the  gunboat  Kinsman ,  lately  sunk  at  Berwick  Bay, 
in  the  same  manner. 

The  Monongahela ,  and  probably  the,  Richmond,  will  have  to  come 
down  here  to  have  their  damages  repaired,  received  in  the  battle  at 
Port  Hudson.  The  Kineo  is  now  here  having  hers  repaired.  The 
Katahdin  is  now  here  undergoing  repairs  to  her  boilers.  The  Brook¬ 
lyn  is  expected  to  arrive  here  every  day  for  the  same  purpose  from 

Galveston.  , 

The  expenses  of  the  ordnance  storehouse  here  are  very  great,  these 
and  other  expenses  for  repairs  and  the  purchase  of  necessary  supplies 
for  the  vessels  of  this  squadron,  as  well  as  the  money  necessary  for  the 
pay  of  officers  and  the  payment  of  ration  and  grog  money  to  the  crews, 
consume  the  funds  sent  out  here  very  rapidly.  The  admiral  owes  a 
large  sum  to  General  Banks — $50,000,  I  think  which  is  still 
I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  $200,000  be  sent  out  as 
practicable  to  meet  these  expenses. 


unpaid, 
early  as 
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I  have  ordered  Captain  Melancton  Smith  to  the  temporary  command 
of  the  Monongahela  during  the  illness  of  Captain  McKinstiy,  who  is 
now  in  the  hospital  here  from  a  severe  contusion  received  in  his  leg  in 
the  battle  of  Port  Hudson.  When  Captain  McKinstry  recovers,  which 
will  be  in  about  a  month  from  now,  will' the  Department  please  instruct 
me  as  to  what  disposition  they  wish  to  be  made  of  Captain  Smith  ? 

March  31. —  I  regret  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  am  in  receipt 
of  a  telegraphic  dispatch  from  Berwick  Bay  informing  me  of  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Diana  by  the  enemy  in  the  Atchafalaya  River  whilst 
making  a  reconnoissance  there.  Her  commander,  Acting-  Master  [1 .  L.  | 
Peterson,  and  her  executive  officer,  name  unknown,  were  killed.  1 
have  not  yet  received  a  detailed  report  of  her  capture.  I  immediately 
dispatched  the  steamer  Clifton  into  Berwick  Bay  and  ordered  the  gun¬ 
boat  Sachem  to  proceed  there  also.  1  have  just  received  another  tele¬ 
graphic  dispatch  informing  me  that  the  Sachem ,  on  her  passage  around, 
sprung  a  leak  and  is  now  returning  in  a  sinking  condition. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Extract  from  report  of  Brigadier- General  Grover ,  TJ.  S.  Ai'my,  com¬ 
manding  Fourth  Division ,  of  operations,  March  26- April  20, 1863. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 
Barrds  Landing,  La. ,  May  2,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  pursuant  to  instructions  from  the 
headquarters  of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  my  division  commenced 
embarkation  on  transports  at  Baton  Rouge  for  Donaldsonville  on 
March  26.  *  *  * 

On  the  9th  [April]  it  again  marched  and  encamped  at  Brashear  City, 
where  it  awaited  transportation  by  water.  Here  I  received  orders  to 
embark  the  division  upon  the  gunboats  Estrella ,  Clifton,  Arizona , 
and  Calhoun ,  under  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke,  and  such  trans¬ 
ports  as  could  at  the  time  be  obtained,  and  sail  up  through  Berwick 
Bay  into  Grand  Lake  and  to  endeavor  to  effect  a  landing  on  its  south¬ 
western  shore  at  Madam  Porter’s  plantation,  or  some  other  more 
convenient  point  be}7ond,  and  there  debarking  to  march  to  the  Bayou 
Teche,  cross,  if  possible,  and  move  upon  Franklin  on  the  south  side, 
with  a  view  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  rebel  garrison  at  Camp  Bisland; 
or,  in  the  event  of  their  holding  their  position  in  their  fortifications, 
to  attack  them  in  the  rear.  *  *  *  It  was  not  till  late  in  the  even¬ 

ing  of  the  11th  instant  that  the  division  was  entirely  embarked. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  sailed  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  next  morning, 
but  a  heavy  fog  settled  over  the  bay  during  the  night  and  delayed  our 
departure  until  8  a.  m.,  when  we  sailed  up  the  bay,  the  Clifton  lead¬ 
ing.  Nothing  of  consequence  occurred  in  our  course  until  11:30  a.  m., 
when  the  Arizona  grounded  off  Cypress  Island.  Every  means  of  pos¬ 
sible  application  were  at  once  used  to  get  her  afloat,  but  without  effect, 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


107 


arid  at  3:30  p.  m.  she  was  left  and  the  flotilla  proceeded  on  its  destina¬ 
tion  and  dropped  anchor  off  Madam  Porter’s  plantation  about  7:30  p.  rn. 

A  reconnoitering  part}7,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fiske,  First  Loui¬ 
siana  Volunteers,  was  at  once  landed  in  the  ships’  boats  and  the  road 
and  landing  thoroughly  examined.  In  about  two  hours  this  party 
returned,  finding  the  road  utterly  impassable  for  even  infantry,  the 
lake  for  some  cause  having  overflowed  the  greater  part  of  it.  The 
Clifton  immediately  weighed  anchor,  and  sailing  around  the  point 
about  6  miles  farther,  came  to  anchor  at  what  is  known  as  McWilliams’ 
plantation. 

******* 

I  learn  that  the  enemy  had  obtained  information  through  their  scouts 
of  the  passage  of  the  flotilla  and  transports  by  Centreville,  but  a  short 
distance  from  Camp  Bisland,  the  day  before,  but  had  no  information 
as  to  the  force  under  my  command.  Immediately  a  courier  was  dis¬ 
patched  to  Butte-a-la-Rose  with  orders  for  the  rebel  gunboat  Queen  of 
the  West ,  and  any  others  available,  to  move  down  into  the  lake  and 
attack  us  by  water,  while  a  small  force  of  cavalry  and  artillery  from 
Camp  Bisland,  and  another  small  force  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artil¬ 
lery  from  New  Iberia,  was  ordered  to  observe  our  movements  and 
dispute  our  landing.  These  forces  did  not,  however,  have  time  to 
effect  a  junction  before  our  advance  guard,  under  General  Dwight, 
had  succeeded  in  taking  up  a  strong  position  which  perfectly  covered 
it.  Neither  did  their  gunboats  arrive  until  after  we  had  cut  our  con¬ 
nection  with  the  landing,  and  then  only  to  meet  with  discomfiture  and 
the  loss  of  the  Queen  of  the  West.  *  *  * 

Careful  reconnoissances  were  now  made  on  our  front  and  flank. 
The  enemy  was  found  to  have  taken  up  a  new  and  still  stronger  posi¬ 
tion,  his  right  supported  by  the  gunboat  Diana ,  but  the  greater  por¬ 
tion  of  his  force  was  massed  on  his  left,  opposite  my  right,  and  in 
such  a  position  as  to  render  the  cutting  of  his  line  of  retreat  impos¬ 
sible.  *  *  * 

The  gunboat  Diana  commenced  moving  up  slowly.  I  immediately 
made  preparations  to  receive  her.  Nims’  battery  was  placed  in  posi¬ 
tion  to  open  upon  the  Diana ,  and  two  companies  of  sharpshooters 
from  the  Thirteenth  Connecticut  placed  in  good  position  to  pick  off 
cannoneers.  *  *  * 

The  Dia7ia  kept  up  a  constant  cross  fire  upon  our  position;  but  as 
the  enemy,  after  some  delay,  showed  no  further  disposition  to  attack, 
I  ordered  an  advance  on  both  fronts,  whereupon  the  enemy  immedi¬ 
ately  retired.  The  Diana  dropped  down  the  stream  a  short  distance 
and  was  blown  up  and  fired.  A  rebel  transport,  which  had  early  in 
the  day  brought  up  reinforcements  to  the  enemy  was  also  burned. 
Very  shortly  after  the  retreat  from  my  front  Captain  Perkins’  cavalry, 
from  General  Banks’  column,  entered  Franklin.  *  *  * 

I  am,  sir,  vei’y  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  Grover, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding  Division. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Richard  B.  Irwin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General ,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Morris ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Coo/ce,  U.  o.  Navy,  regarding  cooperation  with  Brigadier- General 
Weitzel,  U.  S.  Army. 


U.  O.  o.  xENSACOLA, 

New  Orleans ,  March  27,  1863. 

Sir:  Upon  the  requisition  of  General  Banks,  I  have  ordered  the 
hachem  and  the  6  lifton  into  Berwick  Bay,  to  reinforce  you  against 
an  apprehended  attack  from  the  Webb  and  Queen  of  the  West. 

t  wish  those  two  vessels  to  be  released  from  this  temporary  duty 
when  their  services  can  be  dispensed  with.  Please  inform  me  by 
telegiaph  when  you  can  spare  them  from  there. 

in  vZW™lCOnSUlt  with  General  WeitzeI  and  afford  him  all  assistance 
in  join  power. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Estrella ,  and  Senior  Officer ,  Berwick  Bay. 


Capture  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Diana  in  Atcliafalaya  River,  March  28,1863. 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  in  Berwick  Bay. 


O.  VrUNBOAT  Bstrella, 

q  T,  Berwick  Bay,  March  30,  1863. 

into  r  J  i  f  f  rep°rt  that  011  the  28th  instant  the  Diana  was  sent 
eral  W  “itzjf  staff”  “Aec°nnoissance  "itb  Lieutenant  Allen,  of  Gen 

was  ordered  to  proceed  do™“ZTl“i,  °/  °“  board-  She 

mouth  of  the  Teche  and  return  hv toe n ‘VA- E,,ver.  as  far  as  «*> 
Captain  Peterson  attempted  to  ret™  to  Rer,  y1”.?  tbis  order’ 

ment  Captain  Peterson  Him  i  gaiters.  Early  in  the  engage- 
Master  flail,  ^  Aeth,g 

utLs?  brerery  '  The Hnerrepe^w*  "'ft"’  wh°L .  behared  "he 
and  she  finally  drifted  Sho,S  Jb  •?' ot  awaV  the  engines  disabled, 
defend  her  longer  and  she  nh?m„T?r  “  ”5  lmP°3sible  to  %ht  or 

,he  ^ 

his  vessel  by  throwing oyer Captai.n  Jorda^  lightened 

and  provisions  and  reached  the  bayatfoVl  f  C°a1,  ammumtioib 
instant.  The  Estrella  had  tmno  i  ay  at  2  o  clock  a.  m.  on  the  29th 
Clifton.  had  g0ne  bel0T  Wlth  a  pilot  for  the  Sachem  and 
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1  haI6  Ae,ard  Je.w  Particulars,  but  will  send  you  a  more  detailed 
account  or  the  affair  as  soon  as  it  can  be  obtained. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

r.  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Lteut.  Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  Comdg.  Forces ,  Berwick  Bay. 

Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

Senior  Officer,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Weitzel,  U.  S.  Army. 

Bayou  Boeuf,  March  28,  1863. 

General:  1  ordered  the  Diana  bj^  the  Grand  Lake  route  to  make 
a  reconnoissance.  I  sent  two  companies  of  infantry  and  one  of  my 
aids  to  make  it  secure.  Instead  of  taking  the  route  I  ordered,  for 
some  unaccountable  reason  they  went  by  the  Atchafalaya,  right  in  the 
teeth  of  the  enemy.  I  believe  she  and  all  on  board  are  gone.  The 
Calhoun ,  going  to  her  relief,  got  aground;  went  without  a  pilot, 
because  Government  drove  off  all  our  pilots  by  insufficiency  of  pay. 
The  Estrella  started  down  to  pilot  in  the  boats"  and  is  40  miles  off. 
The  wind  is  favorable  to  get  the  Calhoun  off,  but  unfavorable  to  com¬ 
municate  with  the  Estrella.  J ust  hurry  on  the  Indiana  batter}^  with 
ammunition  and  I  am  right,  even  if  they  get  all  my  boats. 

G.  Weitzel, 

Brigadier- General,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers. 

General  Banks. 


[Telegram.] 

Bayou  Boeuf,  March  28,  1863. 

The  pilot  of  the  Diana  escaped;  Captain  Peterson  is  killed;  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Allen,  my  aid,  is  wounded;  several  officers  killed  and  wounded. 
Gunboat  in  possession  of  the  enemy;  all  the  result  of  disobedience  of 
instructions. 

G.  Weitzel, 

Brigadier-  General,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers. 

General  Banks. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Jordan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Calhoun,  regarding 

attempted  relief  by  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Calhoun, 

Berwick  Bay,  off  Brashear,  La. ,  March  29,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  28th  instant,  whilst 
lying  at  the  wharf  at  Brashear  about  2  o’clock  p.  m.,  heard  heavy 
tiring  up  Grand  Lake  toward  the  mouth  of  the  Atchafalaya,  which 
I  supposed  was  the  Diana  in  an  engagement  with  the  enemy,  as  she 
went  that  way.  Immediately  cast  off  from  the  wharf  to  go  to  her 
assistance.  I  ran  up  Grand  Lake  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the 'Atchafa¬ 
laya,  but,  seeing  nothing  of  nor  hearing  anything  from  the  Diana, 
concluded  to  turn  around  and  proceed  to  the  bay.  And  whilst  turn¬ 
ing,  the  Calhoun  ran  upon  sunken  logs  and  stopped;  reversed  the 
engine  and  endeavored  to  back  her  off  without  success, 
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Ran  out  hawsers  with  hedge  anchors  astern  and  tried  to  heave  her 
into  deep  water  without  effect.  At  7  sent  the  gig  in  charge  of  Mr. 
R.  C.  Bostwick  to  Brashear  for  assistance.  At  7: 15  three  men  arrived 
and  came  on  board  from  the  Diana  and  reported  that  the  Diana  was 
captured.  Knowing  the  position  the  vessel  [was]  in,  and  if  the  Diana 
came  out  and  attacked  us  we  would  be  compelled  to  destroy  the  boat 
or  be  captured,  decided  to  lighten  the  ship  by  throwing  overboard 
coal,  anchors,  chain  cable,  shot  and  shell,  water,  and  provisions,  the 
engine  constantly  working  at  the  hedge  anchor,  and  about  1  o’clock 
this  morning  succeeded  in  getting  her  afloat,  and  steamed  down  for 
the  bay;  had  proceeded  but  a  short  distance  when  we  met  the  gig  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Bostwick  returning  from  the  bay  without  any  assistance. 
We  arrived  and  made  fast  to  the  wharf  at  Brashear  at  2  o’clock  a.  m., 
where  the  news  of  the  capture  of  the  Diana  was  confirmed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  Jordan, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Naval  Forces ,  Berwick  Bay. 


Report  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Weston,  U.  S.  Navy,  late  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Diana. 

Camp  Bisland,  March  30 ,  1863. 

Sir:.  With  mortification  I  have  to  announce  to  you  the  capture  of 
the  Diana.  The  action  lasted  for  two  hours  and  three-quarters,  when 
we  got  on  shore;  we  were  cut  up  terribly.  Captain  Peterson  was 
killed  in  the  early  part  of  the  action.  Mr.  Dolliver  was  killed,  Mr. 
Hall  wounded  and,  I  fear,  mortally.  We  all  did  our  utmost  to  get  off 
the  bank,  but  were  unable  to  do  so.  Finding  that  to  be  the  case,  and 
being  under  a  very  heavy  fire  without  being  able  to  return  it,  the  sur¬ 
viving  officers,  Lieutenant  Allen,  R.  W.  Mars,  chief  engineer,  and 
myself,  deemed  it  the  best  and  only  thing  to  do  was  to  surrender, 
which  we  accordingly  did,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Edward  Waller, 
Texas  volunteers. 

Our  killed  and  those  mortally  wounded  amounted  to  some  15  or  16. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Weston,  Jr., 

T .  ,  ^  Acting  Master’s  Mate. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke. 


Report  of  Fleet  Surgeon  Foltz,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties. 

New  Orleans,  May  88,  1863. 

tt,<5qR:c^  respectfully  report  the  following  casualties  on  board  the 
\  l  .  Diana  during  her  engagement  with  the  rebel  forces  on  the 
Atchafalaya  on  the  2.sth  of  March,  last.  The  list  has  just  been  re¬ 
ceived,  viz:  J 

Killed;— Thomas  L  Peterson,  acting  master;  Minid  ball,  through 
heart.  Thomas  G.  Hall,  acting  master’s  mate;  Minie  ball,  through 
lungs.  George  C.  Dolliver,  acting  master’s  mate;  cannon  ball,  abdo¬ 
men.  James  McNally,  acting  [third]  assistant  engineer;  Minie  ball, 
head  Robert  Crawford,  boatswain’s  mate;  cannon  ball,  legs.  James 
Mumtord,  captain  forecastle;  cannon  ball,  chest 
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Wounded.  Patrick  Padden,  first-class  fireman;  gunshot  wound,  leg 
amputated.  John  Vicars,  second-class  fireman;  gunshot  wound,  abdo¬ 
men,  slightly.  John  Cameron,  quartermaster;  gunshot  wound,  scalp, 
slightly. 

Total,  6  killed;  3  wounded. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


J.  M.  Foltz, 

Fleet  Surgeon. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Weston,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  late  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Diana,  for  the 
information  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Middleboro,  Mass.,  March  28, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
capture  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Diana ,  Acting  Master  T.  L.  Peterson  in  com¬ 
mand,  upon  the  Atchafalaya  River,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana. 

Upon  the  28th  of  March,  1863,  the  Diana ,  taking  on  board  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Allen,  of  Brigadier-General  Weitzel’s  stall',  and  detail  of  men 
from  the  One  hundred  and  sixtieth  New  York  and  Twelfth  Connecticut 
Volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Captain  [Josiah  P.]  Jewett,  of  the 
One  hundred  and  sixtieth,  proceeded  up  through  the  foot  of  Grand 
Lake,  thence  through  into  the  Atchafalaya  River  upon  a  recon- 
noissance. 

We  had  partly  accomplished  our  object,  and  were  returning  to  Ber¬ 
wick  Bay,  when,  just  below  the  town  of  Pattersonville,  we  came  upon 
a  force  of  the  enemy,  comprising  about  500  men  and  five  pieces  of 
artillery.  They  were  a  part  of  Colonel  Waller’s  battalion  and  the 
Val verde  battery. 

They  were  posted  in  a  very  strong  position,  behind  the  levees  of  the 
river. 

We  immediately  opened  fire  and  the  action  commenced.  At  the 
first  volley  we  received,  Acting  Master  Peterson,  in  command,  was 
shot  through  the  heart,  killing  him  instantly.  A  few  moments  after, 
the  senior  master’s  mate  was  mortally  wounded.  The  command  then 
devolved  upon  me. 

I  saw  at  once  that  the  enemy  had  every  advantage,  and  we  had  fallen 
into  a  trap.  I  endeavored,  however,  to  make  the  best  of  it  and  extri- 
‘  cate  myself  if  possible. 

The  boat  was  casemated  forward  and  upon  the  sides  around  her 
boilers,  but  there  was  no  protection  aft,  and  at  any  moment  a  shot 
from  that  quarter  was  liable  to  enter  her  boilers. 

When  the  action  commenced  we  were  going  downstream.  I  imme¬ 
diately  turned  the  boat  around,  head  upstream,  and  commenced  back¬ 
ing  down,  returning  the  enemy’s  fire  with  vigor  and  execution. 

The  enemy  had  every  advantage  of  position.  The  river  was  very 
low  and  narrow  and  the  banks  high.  The  enemy  lying down  upon  the 
ground  and  leveling  their  rifles  over  the  bank,  were  able  to  pour  a 
most  withering  fire  down  upon  ourdeck,  which  was  entirely  unprotected. 

The  wind  was  blowing  very  fresh  at  right  angles  with  the  river,  and 
it  was  very  difficult  to  keep  her  in  the  channel  while  backing  down, 
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Our  wheel  ropes  were  cut  by  the  shot  soon  after  the  action  com¬ 
menced,  and  before  I  had  time  to  repair  them  the  wheel  itself  was 
partially  shot  away.  We  thus  had  to  manage  her  entirely  with  the 
engines. 

The  action  had  now  been  going  [on]  for  about  an  hour  and  I  had 
great  hopes  of  saving  the  boat,  but  soon  after  this  a  shell  entered  the 
engine  room  and,  exploding,  took  off  the  leg  of  one  of  the  firemen, 
killing  Mr.  McNally,  one  of  our  engineers,  and  cutting  our  escape 
pipes  in  the  engine  room,  rendering  it  almost  impossible  for  anyone 
to  live  there. 

The  engineers,  Mr.  R.  W.  Mars,  third  assistant  in  charge,  with  Mr. 
R.  M.  McLaughlin  and  Mr.  William  Johnson,  stood  bravely  to  their 
posts  and  did  everything  possible  to  keep  the  boat  in  the  channel. 
But  it  was  a  very  hard  matter  to  keep  her  in  the  channel  before  she 
was  disabled,  and  after  she  became  so  it  was  impossible,  as  it  soon 
proved,  for  in  trying  to  double  a  bend  in  the  river  she  grounded  very 
heavily  upon  the  lee  bank.  We  instantly  reversed  our  engines  and 
used  every  available  means  to  get  her  off.  But  although  we  tried 
every  possible  means,  we  could  not  start  her. 

Up  to  this  time,  for  two  hours  and  fifteen  minutes,  it  had  been  a 
very  warmly  contested  engagement,  and  I  think  up  to  this  time  the 
enemy  had  suffered  as  severely  in  the  loss  of  men  as  we,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  they  had  every  advantage  in  position  and  numbers.  As  soon  as 
the  enemy  saw  we  were  hard  aground  they  limbered  up  their  artillery 
and  went  down  below  us,  where,  taking  up  their  position,  they  opened 
a  very  precise,  deliberate,  and  consequently  a  very  destructive  fire, 
completely  riddling  the  boat  at  every  discharge.  We  were,  from  our 
position,  unable  to  bring  a  gun  to  bear  upon  them.  We  continued  to 
use  every  possible  means  to  get  the  boat  off  for  about  a  half  an  hour 
longer,  when,  finding  it  impossible  to  do  so  as  long  as  the  wind  con¬ 
tinued  so  fresh  from  the  quarter  in  which  it  was,  and  being  under  a  very 
heavy  fire,  unable  to  return  it,  and  suffering  very  severely  from  the 
effects  of  it,  I  considered  the  only  alternative  left  me  was  a  useless 
slaughter  of  my  men  or  a  surrender,  and  with  extreme  reluctance,  at 
half  past  4  p.  m.,  being  disabled  and  aground,  unable  to  get  off,  under 
a  heavy  and  very  destructive  fire,  I  was  obliged  to  surrender  to  Major 
Boone,  [of]  Waller’s  battalion,  commanding  the  rebel  forces  engaged. 
The  action  commenced  at  half  past  1  p.  m.  The  officers  and  men 
behaved  with  great  gallantry,  all  doing  their  duty  bravely  and  well. 

Our  loss  was  33  killed  and  wounded,  among  them  seven  officers,  all  of 
whom  were  killed  or  have  since  died  of  wounds  received  in  the  action. 

The  enemy’s  loss,  as  1  was  afterwards  informed,  was  some  40  killed 
and  wounded. 

Upon  the  day  after  the  engagement  our  men,  both  soldiers  and  sea¬ 
men,  were  paroled.  The  officers,  of  whom  there  were  3  of  the  Army 
and  3  engineei’s  and  myself  of  the  Navy,  were  held  as  prisoners  of  war. 

The  army  officers  were  exchanged  last  July;  those  of  the  Navy 
upon  the  15th  of  the  last  month,  and  I  have  taken  this,  the  earliest 
opportunity,  to  forward  to  you  the  report  of  the  capture  of  the  Diana. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Weston,  Jr., 

Acting  Master’s  Mate ,  U.  S.  Navy , formerly  of  the  V.  S.  S.  Diana. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Extract  from  diary  of  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Baird,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  U.  S.  S. 

Calhoun. 

March  28, 1863. — After  we  returned  to  Berwick  the  Diana  went  up 
Grand  Lake.  We  heard  heavj7  firing  in  the  direction  of  the  Teche, 
so  we  got  underway  and  went  up  the  lake  instead  of  the  Teche.  We 
got  aground  off  Bayou  Sorrel ;  backed,  backed,  backed;  ran  out  a  kedge 
and  brought  the  cable  to  paddle-wheel  shaft  and  backed  and  hove  the 
kedge  home.  Jordan  was  excited;  ran  the  guns  aft  and  hedged  and 
backed  as  before.  At  dark  Bostwick  was  sent  in  a  cutter  to  Berwick 
for  the  Estrella  and  Diana  to  come  to  our  relief.  About  7  :15  three 
of  the  Diana?  s  crew  came  on  board  in  a  skiff  which  they  had  stolen 
and  reported  the  Diana  captured  near  Pattersonville,  and  they  three 
escaped  and  went  through  the  plantation  and  the  swamps  to  the  lake, 
where  they  saw  the  Calhoun.  Had  we  gone  into  the  Teche  we 
would  have  saved  the  Diana,  for  the  rebel  battery  concealed  in  the 
cane  field  had  waited  until  she  passed;  then  they  tired  into  the 
unarmored  side  of  her  casemate  (the  rear),  crippling  the  machinery 
and  steering  gear.  She  drifted  ashore  and  the  rebels  had  her  at 
their  mercy.  Captain  Peterson  and  others  were  killed.  We  feel 
particularly  badly,  for  our  Mr.  Mars  was  on  board.  I  shall  always 
think  that  we  could  have  driven  off  that  rebel  battery  and  saved  her 
had  we  gone  into  the  Teche  instead  of  the  lake.  After  the  three  sailors 
came  from  the  shore  Captain  Jordan  seemed  veiy  nervous  and  excited. 
In  order  to  lighten  the  ship  he  threw  overboard  the  starboard  anchor 
and  both  chains,  provisions,  solid  shot,  empty  shell,  our  spare  crank 
pin,  anvil,  and  our  supply  of  fresh  water.  And  at  midnight  we  were 
still  aground  and  backing  hard. 

March  29. — Got  ship  afloat  about  1  a.  m.  and  returned  to  Brashear 
City.  Coaled  ship  promptly.  Went  up,  but  rebels  stop[ped]  us  at  the 
head  of  the  bay,  but  let  us  go  on  later  to  Pattersonville.  We  brought 
back  some  of  the  Diana’s  wounded.  Here  our  army  has  passed 
through  this  country,  capturing  every  armed  force,  and  yet  rebels 
enough  are  left  to  capture  the  Diana.  Captain  Cooke  had  ordered 
Captain  Peterson  to  go  up  the  lake,  reconnoiter,  and  return  same  way, 
but  he  had  disobeyed  his  orders  and  entered  the  river  at  mouth  of  the 
Teche  and  was  captured. 


Report  of  Major-General  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters, 

Near  Berwick  Bay,  La.,  March  28, 1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  Federal  gunboat  Diana 
at  this  point  to-day.  She  mounted  five  heavy  guns.  Boat  not  seriously 
injured,  and  will  be  immediately  put  in  service.  Enemy’s  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  and  prisoners,  150. 

R.  Taylor, 

Major-  General. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  withdrawal  of 
the  U.  S.  bark  Arthur  for  repairs. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  March  30,  1863. 

Sir:  In  my  letter  of  the  27th  by  the  Honduras  I  informed  you  that 
the  bark  Arthur  had  run  foul  of  a  schooner  and  damaged  heisell 
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materially  and  was  on  her  way  here  for  repairs,  She  arrived  on  the 
28th,  and  after  an  examination  of  her  I  find  it  necessary  to  send  her 
to  Pensacola  to  undergo  repairs.  Her  cutwater  is  torn  off  as  low  as 
the  water  line  and  below  that  for  several  feet  shivered  into  splinters. 
There  is  but  little  wood  left  for  the  bobstay  plates,  and  the  bowsprit 
is  very  insecure  in  consequence;  cathead  broken  off  and  the  bolts  for 
bowsprit  shrouds  and  jib  guys  gone.  She  must  have  another  galley 
before  she  comes  to  sea  again. 

I  should  be  glad  to  have  the  Anderson  or  ICittatinny  in  her  place,  as 
the  ports  to  the  southward  are  left  open  by  this  mishap.  1  am  taking 
out  her  provisions,  which  will  supply  me  for  ten  days,  and  shall  send 
the  Owasco  to  look  out  there  for  a  few  days,  although  the  coal  can  be 
but  illy  spared  for  so  long  a  run,  there  and  back. 

I  forwarded  by  the  Honduras  requisitions  for  provisions  and  coal  for 
the  Brooklyn  and  five  gunboats.  I  trust  they  are  on  their  way. 

A  screw  steamer,  called  Melville ,  belonging  to  General  Goicouria, 
has  arrived  at  the  Rio  Grande  from  New  Orleans,  having  a  stern-wheel 
steamer  (drawing  3  feet  water)  in  tow  to  run  the  Rio  Grande.  It  is 
useless  to  say  every  steamer  on  that  river  will  be  taken  by  the  Texans 
whenever  they  wish  to  use  them  and  for  whatever  purpose. 

Very  respectfulty,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

jComdg.  West  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Midlany ,  17.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Bienville ,  regarding  the  C.  S.  S. 

Harriet  Lane. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  April  1,  1863. 

Sir:  The  steamer  Harriet  Lane  is  believed  to  be  still  in  Galveston 
waters.  There  are  various  reports  about  her,  but  all  of  them  agree 
that  her  masts  are  out.  She  is  reported  as  tying  above  Red  Fish  Bank 
[Bar]  near  Buffalo  Bayou  and  also  as  tying  at  one  of  the  wharves  of 
Galveston.  This  may  be  so,  and  that  she  has  been  latterly  brought 
down  the  bay.  We  observe  from  our  tops  a  large  smokestack  behind 
the  lower  wharf,  which  some  persons  take  to  be  hers. 

It  is  of  the  first  importance  that  the  Harriet  Lane  shall  not  escape 
to  sea,  and  the  blockading  vessels  off  the  bar  are  expected  to  prevent 
her  coming  out. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Bienville ,  off  Galveston ,  Tex. 


Capture  of  the  British  schooner  Tampico ,  April  3 ,  1863. 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Read,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S,  S.  New  London. 

U.  S.  S.  New  London, 

Off  Sabine  Pass ,  Tex. ,  April  3 ,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning  about  1  o’clock  a 
vessel  was  discovered  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  out  of  Sabine 
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Pass.  The  New  London  and  Cayuga  at  once  gave  chase,  and  at  day¬ 
light  the  vessel  was  overhauled  and  found  to  be  the  English  schooner 
Tampico.,  bound  to  the  Belize,  [Honduras],  with  112  bales  of  cotton.  A 
prize  officer  and  crew  were  put  on  board  by  Lieutenant-Commander 
D.  A.  McDermut,  of  the  Cayuga ,  and  the  prize  sent  to  New  Orleans 
for  adjudication. 

Accompanying  this  I  transmit  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this 
vessel  who  are  entitled  to  prize  money. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


A.  Read, 

Lieutenant- Commander. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  McDermut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Cayuga. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Cayuga, 

Off  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  April  3 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning  shortly  after  mid¬ 
night  a  sail  was  discovered  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  bar  off  this  port, 
standing  to  the  southward.  Chase  was  immediately  given  by  the  New 
London  and  the  Cayuga ,  and  the  vessel,  after  a  pursuit  of  four  hours, 
overhauled  by  the  latter. 

The  chase  proved  to  be  the  British  schooner  Tampico ,  of  70  tons, 
Thomas  Paulsen,  master,  and  S.  J.  Nagle,  agent  for  the  cargo,  both 
claiming  to  be  British  subjects.  They  acknowledge  that  their  vessel 
had  just  run  the  blockade  from  Sabine  Pass.  The  crew  of  five  men, 
by  the  shipping  articles,  are  foreigners.  The  cargo  consists  of  112 
bales  of  cotton,  averaging  more  than  500  pounds  to  the  bale.  The 
only  colors  found  was  a  British  ensign.  The  papers  found  on  board 
are  as  follows: 

One  provisional  register,  certified  by  her  British  Majesty’s  consul  at 
Tampico,  declaring  the  vessel  the  property  of  David  Leitch  Jolly,  a 
British  subject  resident  at  Tampico. 

One  shipping  articles:  One  mate  and  four  deck  hands. 

One  bill  of  lading:  One  hundred  and  twelve  bales  of  cotton.  Dated 
Sabine  Pass,  March  20,  1863.  Signed  by  the  master. 

One  copy  of  do.  [bill  of  lading]  signed  by  the  master. 

One  bill  of  health. 

One  certificate  of  her  British  Majesty’s  consul  at  Galveston,  showing 
that  the  schooner  Tampico  entered  the  port  of  Sabine  in  August,  1862, 
and  at  the  date  of  31st  January,  1863,  had,  in  consequence  of  the 
blockade,  been  unable  to  leave  that  port. 

No  log  book  had  been  commenced. 

One  letter  of  advice  to  Fredk.  Huth  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  enclosing 
duplicate  invoice  and  bill  of  lading;  signed  Ball,  Hutchings  &  Co. 

With  prize  master,  Acting  Master’s  Mate  W.  W.  Patten,  and  prize 
crew  of  six  men,  and  the  master’s  mate,  supercargo,  and  one  of  the 
crew  of  the  captured  vessel,  I  have  sent  the  prize  to  the  order  of  the 
prize  court  established  at  New  Orleans  for  adjudication,  with  directions 
to  the  prize  master  also  to  report  to  the  senior  United  States  naval 
officer  commanding  off  that  city. 
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The  value  of  the  cotton,  including  various  charges,  as  it  appears  by 
the  invoice  is,  at  Sabine  City,  $16,054. 83. . 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  '  D.  A.  McDermut, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Cayuga. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  letter 
from  the  British  minister  and  protest  of  the  master  of  the  schooner. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  May  29,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  copy 
of  a  communication  of  the  27th  instant,  addressed  to  this  Department 
by  Lord  Lyons,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  British  schooner  Tampico , 
which  vessel,  it  appears,  was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Cayuga 
on  the  3d  of  April  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  Seward, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Endorsement.] 


Have  we  a  report  of  the  capture  of  the  Tampico,  or  communications 
relative  to  the  within,  or  proceedings  at  New  Orleans  or.  New  York? 

W. 


[Enclosure.] 


Washington,  May  27,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you,  in  original,  a  protest  made 
by  the  master,  mate,  and  supercargo  of  the  British  schooner  Tampico, 
which  appears  to  have  been  captured  by  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Cayuga  on 
the  3d  of  last  month. 

1  am  particularly  desirous  to  call  your  attention  to  the  statement 
made  in  the  protest  as  to  the  irregularity  of  the  proceeding  respecting 
the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  as  to  the  long  detention  of  the  master,  mate, 
supercargo,  and  crew. 

You  will  perceive  that  it  is  represented  that  the  schooner  and  her 
cargo  were  advertised  for  sale  at  New  Orleans  without  the  vessel  or 
cargo  having  been  libeled  or  proceeded  against  in  any  court  of  prize 
or  admiralty,  and  without  any  order  or  condemnation  or  proceeding 
emanating  from  any  judicial  tribunal,  and  that  the  master  and  crew 
were  sent  to  New  York  and  were  not  finally  discharged  until  the  13th 
of  this  month. 

1  beg  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  send  me  back  the  original  protest. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Lyons. 

Hon.  AVm.  H.  Seward,  etc. 
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[Subenclosure.] 

United  States  of  America, 

State  of  New  York ,  ss: 

By  this  public  instrument  be  it  known  to  all  to  whom  the  same  doth 
or  may  concern  that  I,  Charles  Edwards,  a  public  notary  in  and  for 
the  State  of  New  York,  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  the 
said  State,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  and  in  and  by  the  said  letters 
patent  invested  “with  full  power  and  authority  to  attest  deeds,  wills, 
codicils,  agreements,  and  other  instruments  in  writing  and  to  admin¬ 
ister  any  oath  or  oaths  to  any  person  or  persons,”  do  hereby  certify 
that  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  before  me  personally  came  and 
appeared  Thomas  Paulsen,  master  of  the  British  schooner  Tampico, 
and  who,  on  the  16th  day  of  May,  instant,  1863,  had  noted  herein  his 
protest  before  me,  and  with  him  now  come  Antonio  Laurence  and 
Stephen  J.  Nagle,  supercargo  of  the  said  schooner  Tampico ,  and  they 
each  being  by  me  duly  sworn  on  the  holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God, 
did  depose  and  say  as  follows:  That  on  or  about  the  25tli  day  of  March, 
1863,  they  and  the  said  schooner  were  at  Sabine,  in  the  State  of  Texas, 
and  on  or  about  that  day  she  took  in  a  cargo  of  112  bales  of  cotton, 
the  property,  of  Messrs.  Frederick  Huth  &Co.,  of  Liverpool,  England, 
a  British  house,  composed  of  British  subjects,  and  shipped  through 
their  agents,  Messrs.  Ball,  Hutchings  &  Co.,  of  Houston,  in  Texas 
aforesaid,  and  the  said  cargo  being  under  charge  of  the  appearer, 
Stephen  J.  Nagle,  supercargo,  and  on  account  of  the  said  house  of 
Messrs.  Frederick  Huth  &  Co.,  and  so  that  the  said  cargo  of  cotton 
might  be  reshipped  at  Belize,  Honduras,  to  the  said  Frederick  Huth  & 
Co.,  at  Liverpool  aforesaid. 

That  the  said  schooner  and  the  said  cargo  of  cotton  were  bound  on 
a  voyage  from  Sabine  aforesaid  to  the  neutral  port  of  Belize,  Honduras, 
and  back  to  Matamoras,  another  neutral  port;  that  on  the  2d  day  of 
April  thereafter  (1863),  with  a  sufficient  crew  (five  in  number)  on 
board,  and  the  said  schooner  being  tight,  staunch,  and  strong,  and 
sufficiently  victualed  and  appareled,  and  wind  fair,  weighed  anchor 
and  started  on  the  said  voyage;  that  all  these  appearers,  as  well  as  all 
the  crew,  are  foreigners,  and  not  citizens  of  the  United  States;  that  at 
this  time  there  was  no  blockade  of  Sabine  nor  had  there  been  for  cer¬ 
tainly  from  twenty  to  twenty-four  hours  before;  nor  was  there  even  a 
single  United  States  vessel  of  war  in  sight.  The  next,  morning,  the 
3d  day  of  said  April,  and  when  the  said  schooner  Tampico  was  full  35 
miles  out  at  sea  and  out  of  sight  of  land,  they  fell  in  with  the  U.  S. 
gunboat  Cayuga ,  and  were  ordered  by  her  to  heave  to.  1  his  was  done 
and  an  officer  and  boat’s  crew  came  off  from  the  said  gunboat  Cayuga 
to  the  said  schooner  Tampico,  and  the  said  officer  demanded  of  this 
master,  Thomas  Paulsen,  the  papers  and  letters  of  the  said  schooner. 
This  said  appearer,  Master  Thomas  Paulsen,  gave  the  said  officer  to 
understand  that  the  said  schooner  was  a  British  vessel,  and  the  steward 
was  ordered  to  go  below  to  get  his  national  flag,  which  was  done,  and 
the  said  officer  was  informed  that  this  was  the  only  flag  the  vessel 
sailed  under,  and  such  officer  called  it  “a  damned  rag.  ’  these  ap¬ 
pearers,  Thomas  Paulsen,  master,  and  Stephen  J.  Nagle,  supercargo, 
were  then,  with  the  said  British  flag,  taken  on  board  the  said  U .  b. 
gunboat  Cayuga.  There  they  were  detained  until  5  p.  m.  of  the  said 
Id  day  of  April.  They  were  then  returned  to  the  said  schooner  lam- 
pico  in  custody  of  the  same  officer  and  a  prize  crew  and  taken  m  the 
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said  schooner  toward  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  the  remaining  three 
being  detained  on  board  the  Cayuga.  On  the  voyage  to  that  port  the 
said  schooner  experienced  a  strong  easterly  gale,  and  owing  to  the 
incapacity  of  the  prize  officer  on  board,  who  did  not  know  how  to  get 
the  schooner  under  easy  sail,  and  neglected  to  stop  the  chain  pipes  up, 
the  vessel  had  3  feet  of  water  in  her  hold.  This  appearer,  btephen  J . 
Nagle,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  day  of  said  April,  seeing  how  the 
vessel  was  laboring  and  taking  in  water,  requested  this  appeal  ei, 
Thomas  Paulsen,  master,  to  give  the  necessary  orders  for  the  working 
of  the  vessel  and  the  safety  of  all  on  board.  And  this  was  done  (it,  m 
fact,  had  to  be  done). 

On  the  8th  day  of  same  April,  1863,  the  said  schooner  lampico 
reached  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  when  all  these  appearers  and  two  of 
the  crew  were  transferred  to  the  U.  S.  steam  receiving  ship  Kensing¬ 
ton,  and  there  kept  as  prisoners,  not  allowed  to  leave  the  ship  or  to 
communicate  therefrom,  although  they  desired  to  do  so  and  especially 
this  appearer,  the  master,  Thomas  Paulsen,  desired  and  expressed  a 
wish  to  do  so,  so  that  he  might  make  protest  and  also  see  and  consult 
with  the  British  consul  there.  While  they  and  the  said  schooner  and 
cargo  were  thus  in  New  Orleans,  such  schooner  and  her  cargo  of  cotton 
were  advertised  for  sale  in  New  Orleans,  and  this  was  done  without 
having  the  said  schooner  or  cargo  libeled  or  proceeded  against  in  any 
court  of  prize  or  admiralty  of  any  kind,  and  without  airy  order  or  con¬ 
demnation  or  proceeding  emanating  from  any  judicial  tribunal,  so  far 
as  these  appearers  know,  have  been  informed,  and  believe. 

That  these  appearers,  Thomas  Paulsen,  master;  Laurence,  mate; 
Nagle,  supercargo,  and  the  cook,  were  transferred  to  the  U.  S.  S. 
Circassian ,  at  which  time  the  other  three  of  the  crew  were  also  put  on 
board  of  her,  and  all  brought  on  to  the  port  of  New  York,  although 
the  said  schooner  Tampico  and  her  said  cargo  of  cotton  were  at  New 
Orleans  and  where,  so  far  as  these  appearers  know,  they  both  still  are. 

That  these  appearers  and  the  rest  of  the  crew  of  the  said  schooner 
arrived  on  board  the  said  U.  S.  S.  Circassian  in  the  said  port  of  New 
York  on  Saturday,  the  9th  day  of  May,  instant  (1863),  and  were  taken 
the  samp,  day  from  the  said  schooner  to  the  city  jail,  or  house  of  deten¬ 
tion,  as  it  was  called  (in  the  city  of  New  York),  and  were  there  kept 
close  prisoners  until  about  8  o’clock  p.  m.  of  Monday,  the  11th  of  May, 
when  they  were  put  out,  it  being  said  to  them  that  they  were  not 
wanted;  that  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  day  of  the  same  May  they 
were  rearrested  and  on  the  next  day,  the  13th  day  of  said  May,  were 
examined  separately  and  apart,  under  oath,  as  to  very  many  written 
interrogatories,  after  which  they  were  again  sent  adrift  without  means 
or  any  accommodation  found  them. 

And  this  appearer,  the  said  master,  Thomas  Paulsen,  also  says  that 
the  said  schooner  Tampico ,  immediately  before  the  voyage  from 
Sabine  Pass  aforesaid,  had  arrived  therein  before  any  blockade  what¬ 
ever  had  occurred  there,  and  she  had  amongst  her  papers  a  certificate 
to  that  effect  signed  by  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  consul  for  the  State  of 
Texas,  whose  consulate  is  at  the  port  of  Galveston,  in  Texas. 

Wherefore,  and  from  the  wrongs  and  injuries  aforesaid,  this 
appearer,  the  said  master,  Thomas  Paulsen,  hath  requested  me  to  pro¬ 
test,  and  I,  the  said  notary,  at  his  request,  have  protested,  and  by  these 
presents  do  publicly  and  solemnly  protest,  against  all  and  every  Gov¬ 
ernment  officer,  official  agents  of,  or  acting  on  behalf  of  the  United 
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States  of  America,  person  or  persons  whom  it  doth,  shall,  or  may  con¬ 
cern^  and  against  all  and  singular  the  wrongs,  forcible  conduct 
imprisonment,  and  circumstances  already  set  forth  in  the  foregoing 
declaration  on  oath,  for  all  manner  of  losses,  costs,  damages,  reprisal 
demurrage^  charges,  expenses,  and  injuries  whatsoever  which  the  said 
schooner  Tampico ,  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture  and  her  cargo  on 
board,  and  the  freight  by  her  earned  or  to  be  earned,  or  either  or  any 
of  them,  or  any  part  thereof,  have  already  sustained  or  may  hereafter 
sustain  by  reason  or  means  of  the  foregoing  premises. 

Whereof  an  attestation  being  required,  I  have  granted  this  under  my 
notarial  firm  and  seal. 

.  Done  at  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  said  State  of  New  York,  the 
eighteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-three. 

In  prsemissorum  fidem. 

[seal.]  Charles  Edwards, 

35  Pine  street ,  New  York. 

Thos.  Paulsen. 

X  (the  mark  of  Antonio  Laurence). 

S.  J.  Nagle. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Ravy  to  the  Secretary  of  State  affirming  the  legality 

of  the  capture. 

Navy  Department,  June  8 ,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  29th  ultimo  inviting  my  attention  to  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord 
Lyons,  accompanied  by  a  protest  of  the  master,  supercargo,  and  others 
of  the  British  schooner  Tampico ,  in  reference  to  the  capture  of  that 
vessel  on  the  3d  of  April  last  by  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Cayuga  and  the 
subsequent  proceedings  in  the  case. 

In  reply  I  enclose  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  McDermut’s  report  of  the  capture  of  the  Tampico , 
dated  the  3d  of  April  last.  The  capture  was  certainly  a  legal  one. 
The  vessel  had  succeeded  in  entering  a  blockaded  port,  had  there  taken 
in  a  cargo  of  cotton,  the  production  of  the  insurrectionary  States,  had 
been  unable  for  some  time  to  leave  port  in  consequence  of  the  stringency 
of  the  blockade,  and  when  she  attempted  egress  was  discovered,  chased, 
and  captured.  The  statements  of  the  protestants  that  the  port  of  Sabine 
was  not  blockaded,  that  no  vessel  of  war  was  in  sight  when  the  Tampico 
passed  out,  and  that  they  “fell  in  with”  the  Cayuga  some  distance  at 
sea,  must  be  incorrect.  The  gunboats  Cayuga  and  New  London  were 
closely  watching  the  pass,  so  closely  that,  notwithstanding  the  Tampico 
selected  the  cover  of  night  to  elude  them,  she  was  discovered  and,  after 
a  long  chase,  captured. 

With  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  vessel,  cargo,  and  crew  the 
Department  has  received  no  information  excepting  a  paragraph  in  a 
letter  from  Commodore  Morris,  senior  officer  at  New  Orleans,  report¬ 
ing  the  arrival  of  the  Tampico  there  and  stating  that  she  was  too  unsea¬ 
worthy  to  be  sent  to  Key  West,  and  that  he  had  ordered  an  appraisal 
of  her  with  a  view  to  her  sale,  and  that  he  would  send  her  cargo,  prize 
master,  crew,  and  papers  in  the  case  to  New  York.  He  availed  him¬ 
self  of  the  first  supply  and  passenger  steamer  going  north  (the  Circas¬ 
sian)  to  do  this. 
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1  apprehend  there  was  no  unavoidable  delay  with  regard  to  the  mas¬ 
ter  and  others  of  the  vessel,  and  that  they  were  not  detained  longer  in 
New  York  than  was  necessary  or  usual  in  such  cases.  The  case  is  now, 
or  I  presume  will  be,  in  the  hands  of  the  prize  court  at  New  Y  ork,  to 
which  Commodore  Morris  stated  he  would  send  it. 


Very  respectfully, 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Brook¬ 
lyn ,  of  arrival  at  South  West  Pass. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  South  West  Pass ,  April  f  1863. 

Sir:  I  arrived  in  the  Brooklyn  off  the  South  West  Pass  at  5  o’clock 
p.  m.  yesterday  from  Galveston,  having  on  board  nothing  but  50  tons 
coal  and  eight  days’  provisions,  and  yet  stuck  on  the  bar.  She  got  off 
without  difficulty.  This  morning  I  tried  it  again,  and  am  hard  and  fast 
on  one  of  the  outside  lumps.  The  experiment  convinces  me  that  the 
Brooklyn  could  not  get  out  again  for  a  long  time,  if  she  were  wanted 
outside,  loaded  with  coal  and  three  months’  provisions.  I  shall  there¬ 
fore  proceed  to  Pensacola  to  do  her  repairs,  viz,  line  and  secure  her 
main  shaft,  repair  cylinders,  patch  boilers,  and  take  in  new  bowsprit, 
if  1  have  time.  As  soon  as  that  is  done  I  shall  return  to  the  coast  of 
Texas,  unless  I  receive  other  orders. 

The  Bienville ,  Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany,  arrived  off  Galveston 
on  the  31st  with  provisions  for  this  ship.  Deeming  her  sufficient  for 
the  present  to  command  the  blockade,  with  the  assistance  of  the  gun¬ 
boats  Owasco ,  Sciota,  and  Itasca  at  that  bar,  and  the  New  London  and 
Cayuga  at  Sabine,  I  decided  to  leave  Commander  Mullany  in  charge 
on  that  coast  and  also  to  leave  the  provisions  in  the  Bienville  for  sup¬ 
plying  the  wants  of  the  gunboats.  I  accordingly  sailed  from  Galveston 
on  the  1st  of  April,  touching  at  Sabine  and  Calcasieu  Pass,  where  I 
parted  with  the  New  London  and  Cayuga.  Night  before  last  I  spoke 
bark  Mary  C.  Porter  on  her  way  to  Galveston  with  coal. 

There  is  nothing  new  to  communicate.  I  was  compelled  to  send  the 
bark  Arthur  to  Pensacola  to  have  the  damages  repaired  which  she 
received  by  her  collision  with  schooner  Elizabeth ,  leaving  nothing  on 
blockade  off  Lavaca  or  Matagorda.  My  letter  to  the  senior  officer  at 
Pensacola  requested  him  to  send  the  Anderson  or  Rittatinny  to  take 
her  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading 


H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Squadron ,  Mississippi  River. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, 

South  West  Pass,  April  f  1863 — 10: 30  a.  m. 
Sir:  The  Brooklyn  lies  on  the  outside  bar.  Tug  St.  Charles  assist¬ 
ing  her.  The  Fox  is  in  sight  at  Pilot  Town,  lying  there. 
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1  have  45  tons  coal  and  seven  days’  provisions.  Shall  have  coal 
enough  unless  1  burn  it  out  on  the  bar. 

1  shall  go  to  Pensacola  for  repairs  when  I  get  off. 

Left  Bienville  off  Galveston. 

H.  H.  Bell, 

•  Commodore. 

Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, 

South  West  Pass ,  April  6 ,  1863 — 1  p.  m. 

1  am  afloat  and  wish  to  proceed  to  Pensacola  as  soon  as  I  can  get  20 
tons  coal.  Please  send  it  down  with  dispatch. 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Commodore  H.  W.  Morris, 

II.  S.  S.  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Commodore  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  Commander 

Cooke ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  cooperate  with  Brigadier- General  Weitzel, 

U.  S.  Army ,  in  strengthening  the  defenses  of  Berwick  Bay. 

IT.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  April  6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  dispatch  received  by  me  this 
day  from  General  Banks: 

In  addition  to  the  gunboats  now  at  Berwick  Bay,  Calhoun ,  Estrella,  and  Clifton, 
there  are  important  reasons  for  strengthening  temporarily  its  defenses  by  land  bat¬ 
teries  and  cotton  boats.  I  desire  to  ask  if  you  could  detail  an  experienced  officer  to 
superintend  this  defense  by  preparation  of  the  cotton  boats,  etc. 

This  dispatch  does  not  state  whether  the  cotton  boats  are  to  be  fitted 
up  here  or  in  Berwick  Bay.  Consult  with  General  Weitzel,  and  if 
they  are  to  be  fitted  up  there,  afford  him  all  the  assistance  you  can  to 
do  so.  If  they  are  to  be  fitted  up  here,  I  will  detail  an  officer  to  attend 
to  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 

Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Estrella ,  Berwick  Bay. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Bear -Admiral  Farra- 
gut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  disposal  of  reinforcements. 

Navy  Department,  April  6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Keports  constantly  reach  the  Department  anticipating  an  attack 
off  Mobile,  and  representing  the  insufficiency  of  the  naval  force  at  that 
point.  The  Department  trusts  that  you  will  have  some  of  your 
heaviest  ships  there,  and  for  a  senior  officer  one  who  would  not  hesi¬ 
tate  to  run  at  an  ironclad.  The  Department  would  ask  whether  you 
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should  prefer  that  the  ironclads  sent  to  you  go  to  Mobile  or  New 
Orleans.  If  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter  can  hold  the  river  between 
Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  Mobile  should  first  be  attacked  and  Pen¬ 
sacola  be  the  rendezvous  for  the  vessels  and  munitions.  If  he  can  not, 
and  Port  Hudson  can  be  taken  by  the  ironclads,  it  would  be  best  to 
attack  this  place  first,  so  as  to  give  us  command  of  the  river,  and  in 
that  event  the  monitors  and  munitions  should  go  to  New  Orleans 
direct.  After  consulting  with  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  you  will 
immediately  inform  the  Department,  by  telegraph  in  cipher,  whether 
the  vessels  shall  be  sent  to  Pensacola  or  New  Orleans;  also  give  the 
information  more  fully  in  your  dispatches. 

The  Department  is  of  opinion  that  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter  can 
hold  the  river  between  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  now  that  his 
expeditions  have  returned,  and  that  consequently  you  should  go  below 
as  early  as  practicable,  lest  the  disasters  anticipated  by  Commodore 
Hitchcock  take  place. 

The  Department  expects  you  to  carry  out  its  instructions  at  an  early 
date  relative  to  a  court-martial  upon  "the  disgraceful  affair  at  Galves¬ 
ton.  From  all  the  reports  laid  before  the  Department  it  does  not 
appear  clear  that  Commodore  Bell  might  not  have  fairly  risked  an 
attempt  to  recapture  that  place.  A  court  of  enquiry  should  enquire 
into  this  matter  and  the  escape  of  the  Florida. ;,  in  justice  to  the  senior 
officer  at  each  place. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  for  information  regarding  the  reported  entertainment  by  Com¬ 
modore  Bell  of  Confederate  officers. 


Navy  Department,  April  6,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Department  is  informed  that  in  the  latter  part  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  Commodore  Bell,  while  lying  off  Galveston  in  the  Brooklyn , 
entertained  some  rebel  officers  in  his  cabin. 

On  that  occasion  he  sent  to  the  wardroom  mess  for  the  loan  of  dishes 
or  articles  of  that  sort,  which  the  officers  of  the  wardroom  refused, 
saying  that  they  were  at  the  service  of  the  commodore,  but  could  not 
be  used  for  the  entertainment  of  guests  of  such  a  character.  It  is 
fuither  stated  that  these  visits  were  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  also 
that  the  crew  were  ordered  to  pipe  the  rebel  officers  off,  which  they 
refused  to  do. 

The  Department  is  also  informed  that  when  the  news  was  brought 
to  Commodore  Bell  of  the  distress,  etc.,  of  the  Morning  Light,  it  was 
1  a.  m.,  and  yet  no  assistance  was  sent  before  10  a.  in.  of  the  same 
day,  though  there  were  other  vessels  within  hailing  and  signal  distance. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  FAERAOUT.  °f  *  *”*■ 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Private  letter  from,  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore 

Rowan ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  operations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  April  6,  1863. 

Dear  Rowan:  The  more  I  think  of  it  the  more  I  see  the  imperative 
necessity  of  sending  the  Roanoke  to  Mobile.  Before  we  can  get  our 
ironclads  there  I  fear  disaster.  Buchanan  has  several  ironclads  in  the 
harbor.  He  is  a  good  officer,  and  desperate  from  his  dismissal  after 
begging  on  his  knees  to  be  allowed  to  withdraw  his  resignation.  If 
you  take  your  draft  carefully  when  you  go  to  the  yard,  and  as  the 
stores  go  in,  you  will  be  able  to  know  how  much  you  can  lighten. 
There  is  another  point.  You  know  or  can  learn  from  George  W. 
Blunt  the  process  that  is  used  on  the  coast  of  New  Jersey  to  throw  a 
line  to  a  stranded  vessel  by  means  of  a  mortar.  It  strikes  me  that  a 
small  grapnel  might  be  thrown  several  hundred  yards  ahead,  and 
hauled  in  so  as  to  break  the  connections  of  their  torpedoes.  A  small 
charge  of  powder,  a  wooden  sabot,  a  grapnel  and  chain  fast  to  a  line, 
fired  from  the  XV-inch  gun,  are  all  the  elements.  I  advise  you  to 
prepare  these  arrangements,  for  you  certainly  will  find  torpedoes  near 
Fort  Morgan.  The  Ticonderoga  might  go  down  with  you  direct. 
You  must  report  officially  to  Lenthall  your  draft  as  soon  as  you  get 
to  the  gun  and  as  you  progress,  and  I  wish  with  that  information  you 
would  carefully  examine  the  chart  and  let  me  know  your  views  upon 
the  subject.  Charleston  will  probably  be  attacked  to-morrow,  and  if 
we  are  successful  the  prestige  of  that  affair  will  give  us  all  the  other 
forts;  if  we  fail,  there  is  serious  work  before  us.  The  ironclads  go 
from  Charleston  to  the  Gulf,  but  if  your  noble  ship  can  go  in,  it  will 
be  child’s  play.  If  you  can  not  go  in,  beyond  doubt  the  other  pro¬ 
gramme  must  be  carried  out,  and  in  this  latter  matter  your  great 
draft  will  prevent  you  from  doing  the  lion’s  share.  Do  not  breathe  a 
word  of  this  Mobile  matter  to  a  living  soul;  it  rests  entirely  between 
you  and  me.  Finally,  I  beg  of  you  to  use  the  utmost  exertions  to 
get  ready  for  sea,  as  so  much  and  such  great  interests  are  staked  upon 
time,  the  important  element  in  war.  A  trial  trip  can  be  made  to 
Hampton  Roads.  But  first  let  me  know  if  you  feel  perfectly  sure  of 
crossing  Mobile  bar. 

Sincerely,  yours, 

G.  Y.  Fox. 


Destruction  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Barr  at  aria  hi  Lake  Maurepas  April  7 , 1863. 

Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Perkins,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

On  Board  U.  S.  Yacht  Corypheus, 

Lake  Pontchartrain,  April  9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  It  is  with  regret  that  I  have  to  report  to  you  the  destruction 
of  the  U.  S.  ironclad  Barrataria  at  the  mouth  of  the  Amite  River,  in 
Lake  Maurepas,  under  the  following  circumstances:  At  6  a.  m.  on  the 
morning  of  the  7th  instant,  left  the  South  Pass,  Manchac  bridge,  under 
orders  from  General  Sherman  and  Colonel  [Thomas  S.]  Clark,  of  the 
Sixth  Regiment  Michigan  Volunteers,  commanding. 

Expedition  on  a  reconnoissance  in  Lake  Maurepas,  we  steamed  over 
toward  the  River  Amite,  intending  to  examine  its  mouth;  the  pilot, 
Mr.  John  Robinson,  stating  that  there  was  at  all  times  5  feet  of  water 
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on  the  bar  and  our  draft  being  3  feet  6  inches.  When  on  the  bar  she 
struck  on  a  sunken  snag,  lifting  her  bows  some  2  feet  out  of  water; 
the  engines  were  immediately  stopped  and  reversed,  but  without  avail. 
The  depth  of  water  at  this  point  was  8  feet.  I  then  ran  an  anchor 
astern  and  did  everything  in  my  power  to  haul  her  off.  I  had  stores 
and  ammunition  shifted  from  forward  aft.  At  2  p.  m.  Mr.  Gregory, 
acting  master’s  mate,  and  the  pilot,  with  7  men,  went  on  shore  to  cut 
a  tree  for  the  purpose  of  lifting  her  bows  off  the  snag,  amd  as  they 
were  returning  on  board  they  were  fired  at  by  a  party  of  guerrillas 
lying  hid  behind  trees  and  bushes.  One  man  was  wounded  seriously 
in  the  right  arm.  I  at  once  called  the  gun’s  crew  to  quarters  and 
commenced  shelling  the  woods.  As  we  were  but  about  50  yards  from 
the  shore  I  ordered  the  forward  gun  to  be  left  and  use  the  after  one, 
as  it  was  useless  to  expose  the  men  to  the  galling  fire  of  musketry 
which  the  enemy  were  firing  at  us.  I  would  here  mention  that  I  had  on 
board  Colonel  Clark,  Captain  Corden,  Lieutenant  James  A.  Ellis,  and  10 
privates  of  the  Sixth  Regiment  Michigan  Volunteers,  whoassisted  with 
their  rifles  to  the  best  advantage.  After  a  short  engagement  of  about 
half  an  hour,  the  firing  ceased  on  the  enemy’s  side  and  we  again  tried 
to  get  the  vessel  afloat.  I  ordered  everything  that  would  tend  to 
lighten  her  to  be  thrown  overboard,  and  then  ran  out  another  anchor 
on  the  starboard  quarter  and  hove  taut  on  the  lines,  but  could  not  start 
her,  the  engines  backing  with  140  pounds  steam  on.  I  then  took  the 
line  to  our  stern  wheel  and  tried  to  heave  her  off  with  the  engines,  but 
wdthout  avail.  After  consulting  Colonel  Clark  and  my  officer,  it  was 
decided  to  spike  the  forward  gun  and  heave  it  overboard  to  lighten 
her  forward,  as  it  was  getting  dark  and  expecting  that  the  enemy^ 
would  bring  down  a  large  force  and  try  and  capture  the  vessel.  I 
then  hove  again  on  the  lines,  but  could  not  start  her.  As  a  last  resort 
the  water  was  blown  out  of  the  boiler  for  the  purpose  of  lightening 
her,  but  she  still  stuck  fast.  I  again  consulted  with  all  the  officers  on 
board,  and,  not  wishing  to  surrender  the  vessel  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  it  was  decided  to  set  fire  to  her  and  leave  her  under  cover  of 
darkness.  At  6:30  p.  m.  got  all  my  men  into  the  boats  after  getting 
all  ready  for  firing  her  and  spiking  the  after  gun,  then  shoved  off. 
Mr.  Gregory  then  lit  the  fires  and  got  off  in  a  small  dugout  which  we 
had  on  board.  As  we  left'  the  vessel  the  enemy  fired  two  volleys  of 
musketry  at  us,  but  without  effect.  We  lay  off  at  the  distance  of  200 
yards  and  saw  that  she  was  effectually  destroyed.  At  6:50  p.  m.  the 
magazine  exploded.  She  then  burned  to  the  water’s  edge.  I  saved 
most  of  my  small  arms  and  signal  book.  The  officers  and  crew  lost 
everything  but  what  they  had  on.  After  being  assured  of  her  total 
destruction  we  made  our  wajr  to  South  Pass  Manchac  and  arrived  there 
at  12:30  a.  m.  The  assistant  surgeon  of  the  Sixth  Regiment  Michigan 
Volunteers  rendered  all  assistance  to  the  wounded  man,  but  was 
obliged  to  amputate  his  arm  at  the  shoulder  joint.  At  11  a.  m.  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th  instant  I  left  my  men  in  charge  of  Mr.  Gregory 
at  Pass  Manchac  and  proceeded  to  town  for  the  purpose  of  reporting 
to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  T.  Spear,  of  the  yacht  Corygoheus. 
The  name  of  the  wounded  man  is  John  A.  Shaw,  seaman. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  F.  Perkins, 

Acting  Ensign ,  in  command. 

Commodore  H.  W.  Morris, 

Senior  Officer  Naval  Forces ,  New  Orleans. 
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Report  of  Colonel  Clark,  U,  S.  Army. 


Pass  Manchac,  La.,  April  7,  1863—11  p.  m. 

General:  It  becomes  m3-  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  loss  of  the  gun¬ 
boat  Barrataria. 


I  started  this  morning  at  6  a.  m.  for  the  purpose  of  looking-  around 
the  mouth  of  the  rivers  and  baj-ous  entering  Lake  Maurepas.  At  a 
quarter  before  8,  just  as  we  were  entering  the  mouth  of  the  Amite, 
we  struck  on  a  snag  in  8  feet  of  water.  We  all  worked  faithfully 
until  6  p.  m.,  but  were  unable  to  move  her. 

About  8  p.  m.  we  were  attacked  and  the  men  driven  under  cover. 
After  every  effort  had  failed  to  get  her  off,  and  being  continually 
annoyed  by  the  enemy’s  lire,  Captain  Perkins  decided  to  abandon  her. 
As  soon  as  it  got  haz}T  the  vessel  was  fired  and  the  men  put  into  the 
small  boat  and  now  just  reached  the  pass.  The  boat  is  a  perfect  wreck. 
The  captain  will  be  down  to-morrow  and  give  you  the  particulars. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Thos.  S.  Clark, 

Colonel  Sixth  Michigan  Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman. 


Report  of  Captain  Herren,  C.  S.  Army. 

Camp  Ruggles,  April  12,  1863. 

Colonel:  On  Monday  the  7th  instant  you  directed  me  to  send  a 
scouting  party  under  a  trusty  noncommissioned  officer  to  Rome,  on 
the  Tickfaw  River,  and,  if  practicable,  from  there  to  Duck  Bill,  on  the 
lake  shore,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Amite.  I  detailed  from  my  squad¬ 
ron  for  this  purpose  8  men,  under  Corporal  Davidson,  to  proceed 
as  you  directed.  Arriving  at  Rome  (the  ferry)  Crossing,  on  the  Tick¬ 
faw  River,  he  stationed  a  portion  of  his  small  squad  to  guard  against 
any  advance  from  this  direction.  He  then  proceeded  with  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  force  within  a  mile  of  the  mouth  of  the  Amite,  where,  hear¬ 
ing  that  one  of  the  enenry’s  boats  was  aground  at  this  point,  he  dis¬ 
mounted  his  men  and  proceeded  to  attack  the  boat.  He  found  her 
within  50  or  75  3^ards  of  the  shore,  stuck  hard  and  fast  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  river.  The  timber  skirting  the  river  bank  afforded  a  good 
protection  against  the  shot  and  shell  fired  from  the  gunboat.  He  soon 
compelled  the  gunners  to  abandon  their  guns  and  seek  protection  in 
their  casemates.  He  succeeded  in  killing  two  of  the  enemy  while 
attempting  to  get  aboard  with  some  spars,  which  they  were  using  to 
get  their  boat  afloat.  Finding  it  impossible  to  provoke  them  from 
behind  their  protection  of  thick  iron,  he  posted  a  portion  of  his  men 
near  enough  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  boat  and  report  with  the 
remainder  of  his  force  to  me  at  this  place  at  10  o’clock  p.  m.  the  same 
evening.  I  then  directed  him  to  report  the  facts  to  you. 

At  12  o’clock  the  same  evening  you  directed  me  to  take  my  whole 
squadron  and  proceed  at  once  to  the  mouth  of  the  Amite  River  and 
capture  or  destroy  the  boat  reported  aground  there.  On  reaching  the 
point  designated  I  found  the  enemy  had  hastily  abandoned  and  set  fire 
to  the  boat  at  sundown  the  previous  evening,  leaving  nothing  but  a 
complete  wreck,  with  one  brass  rifle  gun,  which  was  still  above  water. 
This  boat  was  marked  Barrataria ,  or  291;  she  was  125  feet  long,  com¬ 
pletely  covered  with  iron  1  inch  thick. 
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Too  much  can  not  be  said  in  praise  of  the  coolness,  courage,  and 
judgment  displayed  by  Corporal  Davidson  and  the  brave  men  under 
him  in  destroying  with  their  rifles  (or  causing  the  destruction  of)  one 
of  the  enemy’s  most  formidable  boats  on  the  lake. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Gadi  Herren, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Squadron  First  Mississippi  Cavalry. 

Colonel  J.  M.  Simonton, 

Commanding  at  Ponchatoula. 


Report  of  Commander  Mullany ,  U.  S.  Many,  senior  officer  off  Galves¬ 
ton, ,  regarding  the  erection  of  numerous  batteries  by  the  Confederates. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  Ap>ril  7,  1863. 

Sir:  The  coal  bark  Mary  C.  Porter  leaves  here  to-day  for  New 
Orleans  via  Sabine  Pass,  where  she  is  ordered  to  deliver  the  balance 
of  her  cargo  to  the  New  London  and  Cayuga. 

The  brig  A.  Hopkins ,  Captain  Leerhoff,  arrived  here  to-day  from 
the  South  West  Pass  with  650  tons  of  coal  for  the  squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Lewis  has  reported  to  me  that  he  saw  a 
steamer  in  the  harbor  to-day,  which  in  all  probability  is  the  Harriet 
Lane.  He  describes  her  as  painted  black,  two  masts,  with  yards,  a 
bridge  across  the  deck,  smokestack  well  forward,  and  the  vessel  rakish 
in  appearance. 

The  enemy  appears  to  be  actively  engaged  in  erecting  numerous 
batteries. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  David  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Letter  ftom  Commander  Mullany ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer  off  Gal¬ 
veston ,  to  Lieuteyiant-  Commander  Read ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  April  8,  1863.  1 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  7th  instant. 

I  have  put  on  board  the  Cayuga  provisions  for  three  months,  and 
directed  Captain  McDermut  to  return  to  your  command  and  fill  up 
his  coal  from  the  bark  Mary  C.  Porter ,  which  left  here  last  night  with 
orders  to  report  to  you  on  her  arrival  off  Sabine  Pass. 

I  congratulate  you  on  your  success  in  making  so  valuable  a  capture 
as  a  cotton-laden  schooner. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Lieutenant-  Commander  Abner  Read, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  New  London , 

Senior  Officer  Present  off  Sabine  Pass , 
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Letter  from  Commander  Mullany ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Colonel  Debray ,  C.  8. 

Army ,  regarding  communication  by  flag  of  truce. 

*  U.  S.  Blockading  Squadron, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  .9,  /Ml 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  forward  this  communication  to  you  under 
flag'  of  truce  (Lieutenant  R.  S.  McCook,  U.  S.  Navy,  bearer)  and  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  8th  instant,  wherein  you  are 
pleased  to  reiterate  the  terms  of  an  agreement  made  between  Commo¬ 
dore  II.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  yourself,  in  relation  to  communica¬ 
tions  by  flag  of  truce. 

In  reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  commanding  officers  in  this 
squadron  were  previously  acquainted  with  the  terms  of  that  agreement, 
and  have  been  instructed  to  comply  fully  with  all  its  provisions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  two  open  letters,  one  of  them  addressed 
to  Third  Assistant  Engineer  M.  H.  Plunkett,  U.  S.  Navy,  prisoner  of 
war,  and  the  other  to  Messrs.  Lynn  and  Williams,  of  Galveston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
Commander ,  Senior  Officer  LPesent. 

Colonel  X.  B.  Debray,  C.  S.  Army, 

Commanding ,  Galveston  Island. 

[Enclosure.! 

LT.  S.  Blockading  Squadron, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  April  9,  1863. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  6th  instant, 
covering  $287  in  Louisiana  and  South  Carolina  notes,  and  several 
documents,  all  addressed  to  Mrs.  Jane  S.  McWillie,  at  New  Orleans. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  will  forward  the  documents,  letters,  and 
money  to  the  commanding  officer  at  New  Orleans  for  his  action. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
Commander ,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Messrs.  Lynn  and  Williams, 

Galveston ,  Tex. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-  Commander  Read , 
U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  testimonial  of  the  Ohio  legislature. 

Navy  Department,  April  10,  1863. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  Governor  Tod, 
of  Ohio,  transmitting  a  testimonial  of  the  legislature  of  that  State  and 
their  resolution  of  thanks  for  your  services  to  the  country. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  Abner  Read,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  New  London , 

West  Gulf  Squadron,  New  Orleans , 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Read ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 

capture  by  a  reconnoitering  pa/rty  of  boat  and  crew  in  Sabine  Pass. 

U.  S.  S.  New  London, 

Off  Sabine  Pass,  Tex. ,  April  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning  about  4  o’clock  I 
sent  a  boat  in  to  the  light-house  to  take  a  position  and  make  observations 
as  to  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  with  the  intention,  if  the  report  was 
favorable,  to  cut  out  two  steamers  lying  at  the  wharf  at  Sabine  City. 

Lieutenant  B.  F.  Day,  James  G.  Taylor,  pilot,  and  Acting.  Second 
Assistant  Engineer  Henry  P.  Powers  volunteered  for  the  service  with 
a  boat’s  crew  of  five  men.  At  daylight  they  reached  the  point  and 
secreted  their  boat  up  a  bayou  which  empties  into  the  Pass  just  above 
the  light-house,  without  being  discovered.  The  light-house  being 
over  80  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea  gives  a  fine  view  of  Sabine  City 
and  the  surrounding  country.  Their  observations  were  to  continue 
the  whole  day,  that  we  might  be  certain  of  the  strength  and  movements 
of  the  enemy.  Two  cotton-bulwarked  rebel  steamers,  the  Josiah  Bell 
and  Uncle  Ben ,  were  lying  at  the  wharf  at  Sabine  City  exercising  their 
guns,  and  about  60  or  70  men  observable  in  and  about  the  boats  and 
city. 

About  2  o’clock  p.  m.  a  small  sloop  was  seen  beating  down  the  Pass, 
apparently  going  to  the  bayou  leading  near  the  light-house.  She  came 
to  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  bayou,  and  those  on  board  got  into  a 
skiff  with  the  intention  of  going  ashore.  Lieutenant  Day  had  placed 
himself,  officers,  and  men  in  such  a  position  that  when  the  skiff 
entered  the  bayou  he  could  capture  her.  The  skiff  entered  the  bayou, 
and  when  within  a  very  few  feet  he  arose  from  the  grass  and  demanded 
her  surrender,  which  was  complied  with  without  firing  a  shot.  The 
prisoners  proved  to  be  Captain  Charles  Fowler,  John  McLean,  pilot, 
and  Edward  Lynch,  second  mate,  all  of  the  steamer  Josiah  Bell,  and 
one  Confederate  soldier.  Captain  Fowler  commanded  the  Bell  at  the 
capture  of  the  Aborning  Light  in  January  last. 

As  the  captain,  mate,  and  pilot  are  important  men  to  the  rebels  in 
these  waters,  I  have  determined  to  send  them  north  by  the  next  supply 
steamer,  lest,  by  sending  them  to  New  Orleans,  they  would  be  able 
more  easily  to  work  their  way  back.  The  rebel  soldier  I  will  send  to 
New  Orleans,  that  he  may  be  paroled  or  exchanged. 

From  the  prisoners  we  took  three  Enfield  rifles  stamped  with  the 
English  crown  and  tower,  marked  1862,  and  one  of  Colt’s  navy 
revolvers;  from  the  sloop,  one  boat  binnacle  and  compass. 

Captain  Fowler  has  no  commission  from  the  Confederate  Govern¬ 
ment,  but  an  appointment  from  Major-General  Magruder  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  Army,  giving  him  exclusive  control  of  their  squadron  (as 
they  call  it)  at  Sabine  Pass.  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  his 
appointment. 

The  rebel  force  .at  Sabine  City  consists  of  the  steamers  Josiah  Bell 
and  Uncle  Ben  and,  the  prisoners  inform  me,  a  battalion  of  500  men. 
There  are  also  four  other  steamboats  which  could  be  easily  fortified 
with  cotton  and  used  as  the  other  two  herein  mentioned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Read, 

Lieutenant-  Commander.  , 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City,  L).  C. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Special  Orders,  j  Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Texas, 

i  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona, 

No;  15-  )  Houston ,  February  7 ,  1863. 

Captain  Charles  Fowler  is  hereby  placed  in  command  of  the  squad¬ 
ron  at  Sabine  Pass. 

In  order  to  secure  efficiency,  Captain  Fowler  will  have  exclusive  con- 
}  trol  of  these  boats,  moving  them  to  such  places  as  he  may  consider 
best,  attacking’  the  enemy  whenever  he  has  an  opportunity,  reporting 
all  movements  of  the  boats  by  him  to  Colonel  Spaight,  who  will  trans¬ 
mit  the  information  to  these  headquarters. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Spaight  will  afford  Captain  Fowler  all  the  assist-  ■ 
ance  in  his  power. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Magruder: 

Edmund  P.  Turner, 
Assistan  t  Adjutant-  General. 

Captain  Fowler. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Read ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
chase  of  a  blockade  runner  off  Sabine  Pass. 

U.  S.  S.  New  London, 

Off  Sabine  Pass ,  Tex. ,  April  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  reported  on  April  3  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Tam¬ 
pico, ,  bound  from  Sabine  Pass  to  the  Belize,  with  112  bales  of  cotton.  I 
was  informed  by  the  crew  of  the  prize  that  another  schooner,  the  Ben, 
had  run  the  blockade  earlier  in  the  night.  Leaving  Lieutenant- 
Commander  D.  A.  McDermut  (who  boarded  the  prize  first)  to  make 
out  the  proper  papers  and  put  a  prize  crew  on  board  the  Tampico , 
then  to  cruise  off  the  Pass  until  my  return,  1  started  immediately  in 
pursuit,  supposing  that  she  was  in  all  probability  bound  for  the  same 
destination  as  the  Tampico.  I  stood  S.  by  E.  150  miles;  at  6  o’clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  4th  changed  my  course  and  stood  W.  15  miles, 
then  back  toward  the  Pass,  crossing  my  track  out,  with  the  hope  of 
falling  in  with  the  schooner  if  my  information  was  correct,  but  with¬ 
out  success. 

The  prisoners  we  captured  to-day  inform  me  that  the  Ben ,  getting 
aground  on  the  night  of  the  2d,  did  not  get  out  until  the  morning  of 
the  3d,  when  the  New  London  and  Cayuga  were  absent  in  the  chase 
and  capture  of  the  Tampico.  1  am  also  informed  that  a  small  sloop 
of  very  light  draft  also  ran  the  blockade  during  the  morning  of  the 
3d.  The  latter  vessel  could  run  the  blockade  at  an}r  time  except  day¬ 
light  in  consequence  of  her  very  light  draft. 

This  vessel  and  the  Cayuga  have  been  unremitting  in  their  efforts  to 
capture  all  the  blockade  runners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Read, 

L ieutenant-  Comm  under. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Read,  U.  ' S.  Navy ,  regarding 
enquiries  made  under  flag  of  truce. 

U.  S.  S.  New  London, 

Off  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  April  11,  1863. 

gjjj;  This  morning  at  9  o5clock  a  rebel  steamei  was  seen  coming  out 
of  the  pass.  We  got  ready  for  action  at  once  and  were  about  to  fire 
upon  the  enemy  when  we  discovered  that  she  bore  a  flag  of  truce.  1 
sent  a  flag  to  meet  it.  The  object  was  to  make  enquiries  about  Cap¬ 
tain  Fowler  and  his  men  and  to  send  their  clothes  if  they  had  been 

taken  prisoners  by  us. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Read, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington .  City ,  D.  G. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Spear,  11.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 

request  from  Brigadier-  General,  Sherman  to  cooperate  in  Manchac 

Pass. 

U.  S.  Yacht  Corypheus, 

Ilicocks  Landing,  Lake  Pontch ay-train ,  April  13,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  1  have  received  two 
dispatches  from  General  Sherman. 

The  first,  that  he  desires  me  to  proceed  at  once  to  Manchac  Pass,  as 
there  are  two  schooners  iii  Lake  Maurepas  with  rebel  troops. 

The  second- 

On  arriving  at  Manchac  Pass  you  will  report  to  Colonel  Clark,  of  the  Sixth  Mich¬ 
igan  Volunteers. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman : 

Wickham  Hoffman,  A.  A.  G. 

Sir,  I  wish  to  report  the  condition  of  the  vessel.  Her  original  crew 
was  28  men.  I  have  but  15  now,  all  told,  on  board.  I  have  a 
30-pounder  Parrott  and  a  24-pounder  howitzer.  The  Parrott  gun  has 
to  be  dragged  over  the  deck;  it  has  no  pivot;  it  requires  12  men  to 
handle  it  with  celerity.  1  had  to  lash  it  to  the  rail  in  Galveston  on 
account  of  being  short-handed.  The  howitzer  requires  5  men.  There 
are  required  5  more  men  to  work  my  guns.  The  yacht's  cutwater  is 
off;  if  she  strikes  a  snag,  going  fast,  it  will  sink  her.  I  do  not  feel 
myself  justified  in  proceeding  into  Lake  Maurepas,  as  it  is  full  of 
snags,  without  reporting  to  you  first  and  receiving  your  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  Spear, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

H.  W.  Morris, 

Commodore,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  Naval  Forces,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  of  the 
squadron  and  loss  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Diana  and  Barrataria. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  April  13,  1863. 

Sir:  In  the  absence  from  here  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut.  who  is 
still  above  Port  Hudson,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  occur- 
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Fences  in  this  squadron  which  have  taken  place  since  my  last  report  to 
you,  No.  6,  dated  March  31. 

1  regret  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Diana,  in 
Berwick  Bay,  on  the  28th  of  March,  1863. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  report*  of  Lieutenant-Commander 

,  .  kooke,  of  the  Estrella ,  detailing  all  that  he  then  knew  of  the 
aihiir.  lie  promises  in  it  to  make  another  and  more  detailed  report. 
This  has  not  as  yet  been  received.  I  have  since  been  informed  that 
Acting  Master’s  Mates  [Thomas  Gb]  Hall  and  Dolliver  have  both  died 
of  their  wounds. 

The  U.  S.  ironclad  steamer  Barrataria,  fitted  up  by  Admiral  Farragut 
here,  and  dispatched  into  Lake  Pontchartrain,  grounded  whilst  making 
a  reconnoissance.  She  was  attacked  by  the  enemy  and  was  set  on  fire 
and  abandoned  by  her  officers  and  crew. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  reportf  of  Acting  Ensign  James  F.  Perkins, 
the  officer  in  command  at  the  time,  her  commander,  Acting  Master 
Francis  E.  Blanchard,  having  left  her  and  come  to  this  city  for 
medical  treatment. 

I  also  send  a  reportf  of  Colonel  Clark,  Sixth  Michigan  Volunteers, 
made  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  and  by  him  sent  to  me,  who  was 
on  board  at  the  time  of  her  loss  with  a  party  charged  with  the  duty  of 
making  the  reconnoissance. 

I  dispatched  the  U.  S.  steam  gunboat  Sachem  to  Berwick  Bay  to 
replace  the  Diana ,  but  on  her  passage  around  she  sprung  a  leak  andliad 
to  put  back  here  in  a  sinking  condition.  1  have  with  great  difficulty 
saved  her  from  sinking,  and  now  have  her  hauled  up  on  a  marine  rail¬ 
way  for  repairs.  I  hope  to  get  her  finished  and  sent  around  there  in 
a  week  from  now.  Her  leaking  was  caused  by  some  sheets  of  copper 
being  off  from  her  bottom,  and  the  worms  had  completely  honey¬ 
combed  the  planking  under  them.  As  long  as  she  remained  in  the 
river  the  mud  stopped  up  the  holes  and  prevented  the  water  from 
entering,  but  when  she  got  into  clear  water  the  mud  became  washed 
out  from  them  and  the  water  rushed  in  and  caused  her  to  leak. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Arizona  has  arrived  here.  I  immediately  ordered 
her  into  Berwick  Bay,  where  she  now  is.  The  enemy  having  made 
demonstrations  in  that  quarter,  has  induced  General  Banks  to  order 
there  a  large  army  force,  and  he  requested  me  to  send  as  many  navy 
vessels  as  I  could  to  support  them.  The  vessels  now  there  are  the 
Calhoun ,  Estrella ,  Clifton ,  and  Arizona ,  but  the  Calhoun  is  almost 
useless  from  her  boilers  being  worn-out. 

I  have  now  but  one  vessel  in  Lake  Pontchartrain,  which  is  the  small 
schooner  yacht  Coryplieus ,  the  Barrataria ,  which  was  there,  being  now 
lost.  I  was  obliged  to  withdraw  the  steamer  Clifton  from  Mississippi 
Sound,  where  she,  in  conjunction  with  the  steamer  J.  P.  Jackson,  was 
blockading  Grant’s  Pass,  to  supply  the  place  of  the  steamer  Colonel 
Kinsman,  which  was  snagged  and  sunk  in  Berwick  Bay.  The  only 
vessels  now  in  Mississippi  Sound  are  the  Vincennes ,  at  Ship  Island, 
and  the  Jackson ,  at  Grant’s  Pass.  Commodore  Hitchcock  urges  me  to 
send  back  the  Clifton  there  as  soon  as  possible,  as  she  is  greatly 
wanted,  but  she  can  not  be  spared  from  Berwick  Bay.  More  small 
vessels  of  light  draft,  not  exceeding  8  feet,  are  greatly  needed. 


*See  capture  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Diana,  March  28,  1863. 
f  See  capture  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Barrataria,  April  7,  1863. 
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Commodore  Hitchcock  reports  that  the  boilers  of  the  Pocahontas 
are  so  nearly  worn-out  that  she  ought  to  be  sent  north  for  repairs  oi 
to  get  new  ones.  I  shall  await  the  arrival  of  the  admiral  before  taking 
any  action  on  his  report. 

Your  order,  dated  February  27,  to  send  north  the  U.  b.  b.  Susque¬ 
hanna,  was  received  at  the  same  time  that  your  order,  dated  March  o, 
to  hold  a  court  of  enquiry  on  the  senior  officer  off  Mobile  Bar  on  the 
occasion  of  the  escape  of  the  rebel  steamer  Florida.  ^  Tins  officer  was 
Commodore  Hitchcock.  1  have  ordered  a  court  of  enquiry  on  him, 
which  is  now  in  session  at  Pensacola.  T  have  ordered  Commodore 
Hitchcock  to  proceed  to  Hew  York  with  the  Susquehanna  as  soon  as 
the  court  of  enquiry  have  finished  their  proceedings  in  his  case. 

I  have,  in  obedience  to  vour  order  dated  March  7 ,  ordered  a  court  of 
enquiry  to  be  held  on  Acting  Master  Childs,  of  the  steamer  Tennessee , 
to  investigate  his  conduct  in  relation  to  the  statement  made  in  the 
Houston  Telegraph  (enclosed  in  your  order)  when  he  approached  and 
hailed  the  Morning  Tight  after  her  capture  by  the  rebels  at  Sabine 
Pass.  This  court  is  now  in  session  here. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Bienville ,  Commander  Mullany,  arrived  here  on  the 
17th  of  March.  I  ordered  her  to  proceed  to  Galveston  on  the  block¬ 
ade  of  that  place.  She  arrived  very  opportunely  to  relieve  the  U.  S.  S. 
Brooklyn,  to  enable  her  to  come  here  for  the  repairs  which  she  needs 
to  her  machinery.  The  Brooklyn  being  in  want  of  provisions,  and  the 
water  on  the  bar  here  being  so  low  that  the  Bienville,  if  she  took  them 
in  here  could  not  have  got  out,  I  sent  her  to  Pensacola  to  take  them  in 
there,  and  then  proceed  to  Galveston.  The  Brooklyn  arrived  off  the 
bar  here,  but,  not  being  able  to  cross  it,  she  has  gone  to  Pensacola, 
and  will  make  her  repairs  there. 

The  Bienville  brought  me  $160,000  of  the  sum  of  $200,000  sent  out 
in  her.  Captain  Mullany  informed  me  that  $40,000  of  that  sum  was 
retained  by  Admiral  DuPont.  The  Circassian  brought  out  $170,000. 
She  had  also  on  board  $200,000,  as  1  am  informed,  for  this  squadron; 
but  Commodore  Smith,  at  the  Pensacola  yard,  retained  $30,000  of 
this  sum. 

These  two  amounts  will  barely  supply  the  present  wants  of  this 
squadron  and  pay  the  bills  for  repairs  and  supplies  which  are  now 
accruing.  I  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  an  additional  sum 
of  $200,000  be  sent  out  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  Gabaudan,  the  admiral’s  secretary,  arrived  here  on  the  9th,  hav¬ 
ing  passed  the  batteries  at  night  in  a  skiff.  The  object  of  his  coming 
down  was  to  confer  with  General  Banks  as  to  the  practicability  of  open¬ 
ing  a  communication  with  the  admiral  across  a  peninsula  which  makes 
out  opposite  Port  Hudson.  He  returns  to-morrow  to  rejoin  the  admi¬ 
ral.  He  has  made  me  a  report*  of  the  proceedings  of  the  admiral 
above  Port  Hudson,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  forwarded  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nawy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


*  See  operations  under  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  above  Port  Hudson. 
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Report,  of  Commodore  Morris ,  U  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition 
of  pr  ize  vessels  and  their  cargoes. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  April  13,  1863. 

Sir:  Before  Admiral  Farragut  sailed  from  here  for  Port  Hudson 
he  left  with  me  instructions  to  sell  at  auction,  after  due  notice  given 
in  the  newspapers,  all  the  prize  vessels  and  their  cargoes  which  were 
remaining  here  or  in  this  vicinity  and  which  could  not  be  sent  to  the 
North  or  Key  West  for  adjudication.  The  reason  for  this  order  was 
that  there  is  no  admiralty  court  in  New  Orleans,  and  the  property  is 
perishable  and  a  portion  of  it  perishing. 

I  have  accordingly  appointed  Lieutenant  Dewey,  late  of  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Mississippi ,  ito  attend  to  this  duty,  and  he  is  now  progressing 
with  it.  The  proceeds  of  the  sales,  after  the  payment  of  the  expenses, 
will  be  deposited  with  Paymaster  George  L.  Davis,  of  this  ship,  to  be 
retained  by  him  until  ordered  by  the  Department  what  disposition  is 
to  be  made  of  it. 

The  steamer  Antona ,  captured  by  the  Pocahontas  off  Mobile,  with 
a  very  valuable  cargo,  will  be  so  disposed  of.  She  has,  as  well  as  her 
cargo,  been  appraised  by  the  admiral’s  orders.  The  cargo  is  stored 
here  in  a  bonded  warehouse,  and  the  vessel  is  taken  and  fitted  up  as  a 
dispatch  vessel  for  the  use  of  the  squadron,  and  is  now  being  used  as 
such. 

I  have  on  board  this  ship  as  prisoners  the  master,  mate,  and  two 
of  her  crew.  As  the  vessel  and  cargo  can  not  be  adjudicated,  will  }7ou 
please  instruct  what  disposition  I  am  to  make  of  them?  They  are 
very  desirous  to  be  released. 

Since  the  admiral’s  departure  the  sloop  [Zb]  Sargent ,  with  51  bales 
of  cotton,  and  the  schooner  Tampico ,  with  112  bales,  have  been  cap¬ 
tured  at  Sabine  Pass — the  former  by  the  Kittatinny  and  the  latter  by 
the  Cayuga ,  and  sent  here.  The  vessels  being  considered  too  unsafe 
and  unseaworthy  to  be  sent  to  Key  West,  I  have  had  them  appraised, 
and  will  sell  them  here.  Their  cargoes  of  cotton  I  shall  ship  by  the 
supply  steamer  Circassian  to  New  York,  and  send  the  prize  masters, 
prisoners,  and  papers  with  them.  The  prize  master  of  the  Tampico  is 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  W.  W.  Patten,  of  the  Cayuga.  He  has  been 
condemned  by  a  medical  survey  as  unfit  for  duty.  Acting  Master 
L.  H.  Partridge  is  the  prize  master  of  the  sloop  Sargent.  They  are 
both  ordered  home  in  the  Circassian. 

By  order  of  Admiral  Farragut,  I  have  issued  orders  to  the  com¬ 
manding  officers  of  the  vessels  of  this  squadron  not  to  send  to  this  port 
any  prizes  captured  by  them,  unless  they  are  unfit  to  be  sent  to  Key 
West  or  a  Northern  port. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Naoy  to  the  co/umandant  navy  yard , 
Pensacola ,  regarding  the  protection  of  destitute  citizens  oj  that 
place. 

Navy  Department,  April  If  1863. 
Sir:  1  have  received,  your  No.  9,  dated  the  25th  ultimo,  in  reference 
to  the  destitute  condition  of  the  residents  in  the  vicinity  of  Pensacola, 
arising  principally  from  the  evacuation  of  that,  place  by  order  of 
Major-General  Banks,  and  asking  if  you  can  supply  them  with 
provisions. 

The  Department  can  give  no  authority  to  dispose  of  the  public  sup¬ 
plies  in  that  manner,  but  loyal  citizens  should  be  protected  and  not 
permitted  to  suffer. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  Navy. 

Commodore  William  Smith, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  Pensacola. 


Destruction  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Queen  of  the  West  in  Grand  Lake,  April 

If  1863. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Estrella. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Estrella, 

Grand  Lake ,  April  15, 1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  10th  instant  the  vessels 
under  my  command  assisted  in  crossing  General  Weitzel’s  brigade 
over  the  bay,  and  afterwards  the  division  of  General  Emory.  On  the 
13th  we  assisted  in  transporting  the  division  of  General  Grover 
through  Grand  Lake  to  Indian  Bend,  towing  the  artillery,  etc.,  in 
scows. 

We  had  landed  a  regiment  from  the  Clifton  before  the  enemy  dis¬ 
covered  our  movement.  They  then  brought  down  two  pieces  of  artil¬ 
lery  to  contest  the  landing,  but  the  Clifton,  with  the  men  on  shore, 
soon  drove  them  back. 

The  whole  division  was  landed  by  2  o’clock  p.  m.  without  any  acci¬ 
dent,  when  the  Clifton,  Captain  Crocker,  was  sent  around  into  Bayou 
Teche  to  follow  up  and  capture  the  Diana.  During  the  afternoon  the 
smoke  of  the  enemy’s  steamers  was  discovered  in  the  distance,  appar¬ 
ently  in  Lake  Chicot,  coming  down.  At  dark  they  were  not  yet  in 
sight,  but  we  expected  them  and  made  preparations  accordingly. 
After  2  o’clock  a.  m.  of  the  14th  we  could  occasionally  distinguish 
their  lights  in  the  direction  of  Chicot  Pass,  and  at  daylight  saw  a  large 
black  steamer  and  white  river  boat  approaching  us.  We  were  all 
underway  immediately  and  opened  the  engagement  with  our  bow 
guns,  30-pounder  Parrotts,  at  long  range,  our  three  vessels  forming  a 
crescent,  the  Estrella  on  the  left,  the  Arizona,  Captain  Upton,  on  the 
right,  and  the  Calhoun ,  Captain  Jordan,  in  the  center,  all  approaching 
and  gradually  surrounding  the  enemy. 

The  black  steamer  pointed  toward  the  Arizona  as  though  she  were 
going  to  ram  her,  but  our  firing  was  so  rapid  and  accurate  that  she  did 
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not  advance.  Captain  Jordan,  of  the  Calhoun ,  pointed  liis  vessel  to 
run  down  the  black  stranger,  but  she  was  now  seen  to  be  on  lire  from 
the  explosion  of  our  shells  and  was  soon  wrapped  in  flames  fore  and 
aft.  At  this  juncture  her  consort  turned  and  tied.  Having  superior 
speed  and  and  lighter  draft,  we  could  not  follow,  and  she  escaped. 
All  of  our  boats  were  now  lowered  to  pick  up  the  crew  of  the  burning 
steamer,  who  wrere  clinging  to  cotton  bales  all  around  her.  From  them 
we  learned  she  was  the  Queen  of  the  West,  commanded  by  Captain 
Fuller,  of  Teche  notoriety.  He  was  rescued  with  90  of  his  crew,  but 
some  20  or  30  were  lost.  The  burning  wreck  drifted  2  or  3  miles 
dowm  the  lake,  where  she  grounded  and  shortly  afterwards  exploded 
with  a  tremendous  report. 

I  am  happy  to  state  there  were  no  casualties  on  our  side.  1  have 
turned  over  all  of  the  prisoners  to  the  provost-marshal  at  Brashear 
City.  This  morning  I  sent  Captain  Upton,  of  the  Arizona ,  to  exam¬ 
ine  the  wreck  and  he  succeeded  in  saving  all  her  guns — one  30-pounder 
Parrott  rifle,  one  20-pounder  Parrott  rifle,  and  three  brass  12-pounders, 
tieldpieces — all  in  good  condition. 

We  have  received  the  gratifying  intelligence  of  the  destruction  of 
the  Diana. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  Cooke, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Berwick  Bay. 

Commodore  H.  W.  Morris, 

Steamship  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  at  New  Orleans. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  April  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  tele¬ 
graphic  dispatches  from  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke,  com¬ 
manding  the  Estrella  and  other  vessels  in  Berwick  Bay,  that  they  hai  e^ 
destroyed,  after  a  tight  of  twenty  minutes,  the  rebel  steamer  Queen  of 
the  West,  and  that  they  have  since  then  destroyed  two  others,  ^ the 
Diana  and  the  Hart ,  and  that  they  were  about  starting  tor  Butte-a-la- 
Rose  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  Webb  and  another  rebel  steamer, 
and  which  I  believe  are  the  only  two  left  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  in 

those  waters.  _  .  , 

After  the  sinking  of  our  gunboat  Kinsman ,  by  being  snagged,  and 
the  capture  of  the  Diana  by  the  enemy,!  ordered  the  gunboat  Clifton 
to  be  withdrawn  from  the  Mississippi  Sound  (where  she  had  been 
blockading  Grant’s  Pass)  and  go  into  Berwick  Bay  to  strengthen  the 
flotilla  there.  I  also  withdrew  the  gunboat  Sachem  from  Baton  Rouge 
for  the  same  purpose;  but  unfortunately  this  vessel  on  her  passage 
around  there  sprung  a  leak  and  put  back  in  a  sinking  condition.  W  ith 
the  greatest  difficulty  she  was  prevented  doing  so  after  her  arrival 
here,  and  I  now  have  her  hauled  up  on  a  marine  railway  undergoing 
repairs.  I  ordered  the  steamer  Arizona  into  Berwick  Bay,  and  also 
the  small  steam  tug  Reliance ,  recently  purchased  by  the  admiral  heie. 

The  arrival  of  these  vessels  in  Berwick  Bay  has  lead  to  the  successes 
which  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke  has  telegraphed  to  me  and  which 
I  refer  to  above. 
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L  have  received  a  communication  from  Captain  Alden,  dated  just 
below  Port  Hudson,  informing  me  that  they  are  enabled  to  have  tele¬ 
graphic  communication  with  the  admiral  when  he  is  down  the  river  at 
a  point  a  little  above  Port  Hudson.  The  admiral  was  engaged  in 
blockading  the  mouth  of  Red  River  in  order  to  cut  off  the  enemy’s 
supplies  of  provisions  from  reaching  the  garrison  at  Port  Hudson. 

Paymaster  JohnO.  Bradford  arrived  here  a  few  days  since  from  the 
Colorado ,  off  Mobile,  to  report  for  duty  as  fleet  paymaster,  expecting 
to  find  his  appointment  as  such  here,  but  it  was  not  here  and  the  admi¬ 
ral  had  left  no  instructions  in  regard  to  him.  I  have  therefore  given 
him,  at  his  request,  a  leave  of  absence  for  thirty  days  and  permission 
to  go  to  Washington  to  see  the  Department  in  relation  to  his  appoint¬ 
ment  and  the  duties  and  requirements  connected  with  it. 

Lieutenant-Commanders  Law  and  Wilson  are  ordered  north  in 
accordance  with  an  order  to  that  effect  received  by  me  from  Admiral 
Farragut.  Commander  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  of  the  Portsmouth , 
having  been  relieved  by  Commander  Sartori,  also  returns  north  with 
the  other  two  above-named  officers  in  the  Circassian.  Captain 
McKinstry,  of  the  Monongahela ,  having  been  condemned  my  medical 
survey,  also  returns  north  in  the  army  transport  Empire  City. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  W elles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Congratulatory  letter  from  Commodore  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Cooke,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  various  vessels. 


U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  April  15 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  two  telegrams  are  received.  I  congratulate  you  on  your 
success  in  the.  capture  and  destruction  of  the  Queen  of  the  West. 

In  conformity  to  your  request  for  another  gunboat,  1  send  you  the 
steamer  Reliance,  she  being  the  only  vessel  that  is  available.'  1  will 
send  you  the  Sachem  as  soon  as  her  repairs  are  completed,  which  1 
hope  will  be  in  a  week  from  now.  When  she  arrives,  I  wish  you  to 
send  me  back  the  Reliance ,  if  you  can  possibly  spare  her. 

1  am  very  anxious  to  return  the  Clifton  to  her  station  in  the 
Mississippi  Sound  as  soon  as  she  can  be  spared  from  Berwick  Bay,  as 
her  services  are  greatly  needed  in  the  blockade  of  Grant’s  Pass. 
Inform  me  by  telegraph  when  you  have  coal  enough.  I  shall  send 
over  soft  coal  for  the  use  of  the  Reliance. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.. 


Henry  W.  Morris, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Estrella. 


1 .  fe.  hhe  Reliance  has  no  person  on  board  to  act  as  paymaster’s 
steward.  If  Mr.  Teaff,  who  acted  as  such  on  board  the  late  Diana  is 
now  available,  please  order  him  as  such  to  the  Reliance ,  if  he  is  willing’ 
to  serve.  & 


Henry  W.  Morris, 

Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke,  U.  S.  Navy, 

congratulating  him  on  the  destruction  of  the  steamers  Queen  of  the  West  and  Diana. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

.  New  Orleans ,  A  pril  ##,  1863. 

Sir:  Captain  Chase,  of  the  Reliance ,  reports,  April  18,  that  he 
arrived  at  the  bar  of  Berwick  Bay  on  the  15th  and  could  not  get  over 
the  bar,  there  being  but  6  feet  of  water  on  it,  and  that  he  would  have 
to  return  here  for  coal. 

If  she  conies  back  1  must  detain  her  here,  as  she  is  very  much  needed 
as  a  steam  tugboat  and  dispatch  boat.  I  only  intended  her  to  be  tem¬ 
porarily  attached  to  the  squadron  in  Berwick  Bay,  until  I  could  get 
the  Sachem  repaired  and  sent  around  to  you.  IShe  will  be  ready  to 
start  from  here  in  three  days. 

.  Your  report  of  the  capture  of  the  Queen  of  the  West  and  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  Diana  is  received.  1  congratulate  }Tou  upon  your  suc¬ 
cessful  achievements.  Your  telegraph  mentioned  the  destruction  of 
the  Diana  and  Hart ,  but  your  report  says  nothing  about  the  latter 
vessel.  I  have  ordered  hard  coal  to  be  sent  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Commanding  II.  S.  S.  Estrella ,  and  Senior  Officer ,  Berwick  Bay. 


Extract  from  the  diary  of  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Baird,  U.  S.  Navy,  TJ,  S.  S. 

Calhoun. 

April  If  1863. — I  had  the  midwatch;  the  fires  were  banked.  I  was 
on  deck  now  and  then.  About  2  o’clock  I  saw  two  lights  as  if  on 
boats,  up  the  lake,  and  they  were  moving.  Somehow  I  thought  they 
were  on  vessels  and  told  the  officer  of  the  deck  (Sargeant),  but  he  was 
a  phlegmatic  old  fellow  and  was  not  enthused.  He  noted  it  and  later 
he  reported  it.  The  light  came  nearer  and  nearer,  but  very  slowly. 
At  4  I  was  relieved  and  I  turned  in,  thinking  1  had  overrated  the 
importance  of  those  lights.  At  5  the  lookout  reported  the  lights  as  on 
two  steamers.  At  5: 10  I  was  awakened  by  “All  hands  to  quarters!” 
for  we  had  no  drum,  nor  fife,  nor  bugle;  it  was  the  call  by  the  boat¬ 
swain’s  mate.  1  was  so  sleepy  I  waited  a  moment  to  see  if  there  was 
any  excitement;  I  heard  the  cable  slipped  and  then  a  gun  fired;  then  1 
got  out  in  a  hurry.  The  engine  was  going  ahead  slowly;  day  was 
breaking.  There  were  three  vessels,  and  one  of  them  had  opened  fire 
on  us.  They  were  the  rebel  ram  Queen  of  the  West  and  the  transports 
Grand  Duke  and  Mary  T.  The  latter  was  laden  with  troops.  I  did 
not  go  to  the  engine  room,  but  joined  Jordan,  Bostwick,  Brown,  and 
Dr.  Whitehead,  who  stood  together  on  the  hurricane  deck.  We  were 
steaming  away  from  the  enemy.  The  Arizona  and  Estrella  were  headed 
toward  the  enemy,  and  I  could  see  the  Arizona'1  s  beam  working.  Brown 
and  Dr.  Whitehead  began  to  remark  about  our  leaving;  then  one  of 
them  said,  “Why,  even  the  Estrella  is  headed  toward  the  enemy.  ” 
Jordan  then  put  the  helm  down  and  we  headed  up,  and  as  soon  as  the 
30-pounder  Parrott  would  bear,  it  was  fired  at  extreme  elevation,  for 
the  vessels  were  nearly  3  miles  away.  Brown  and  Dr.  \Y  hitehead  who 
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stood  over  the  gun,  both  said  they  saw  the  shot  as  it  left  the  gun  and 
traced  its  trajectory  and  saw  it  strike  the  Queen.  I  did  not  see  the 
shot,  but  I  heard  it  tired,  heard  its  flight,  and  its  landing  on  the  Queen , 
its  explosion  and  the  rush  of  steam  that  followed.  Lhe  Queen  had 
been  cotton-clad  above,  just  as  Jordan  was  hay-cladding  the  Calhoun. 
The  Queen  was  armored  like  the  Diana  around  her  machinery,  and 
being  much  larger,  afforded  room  in  the  casemate  for  her  larger  guns, 
but  she  had  no  armor  on  her  upper  deck.  So  the  shell  we  tired,  being 
a  percussion  shell,  had  struck  on  her  roof,  exploded,  cut  a  steam  pipe, 
and  set  tire  to  the  cotton.  The  engineers  were  driven  from  the  case¬ 
mate  and  no  pump  could  be  started;  in  a  few  moments  the  Queen  of 
the  West  was  in  a  blaze;  26  of  her  people  were  scalded  or  burned  to 
death.  The  boats  of  our  fleet  took  off  her  crew,  and  in  about  two 
hours  (Y :  40)  her  magazine  exploded  and  she  was  no  more.  The  Grand 
Duke  and  Mary  T.  escaped  by  superior  speed  and  a  good  pilot.  ^  This 
was  a  remarkable  battle.  The  captain  of  the  Queen  was  named  Fuller; 
he  had  commanded  the  J.  A.  Cotton  in  all  of  her  fights  against  us. 

He  was  quoted  as  saying:  “  There  is  that  d - Calhoun.  I  would 

rather  see  the  devil  than  that  boat.”  It  was  learned  later  that  these 
three  vessels  were  on  their  way  to  Berwick  Bay  to  capture  or  destroy 
the  Calhoun  and  Estrella ,  exactly  as  had  been  done  to  the  Westfield 
and  Harriet  Lane  in  Galveston  Bay  on  the  1st  of  January.  They  had 
the  Diana  ready  to  help;  they  did  not  know  the  Clifton  and  Arizona 
had  reinforced  us;  they  did  not  expect  to  find  us  in  the  open  waters  of 
Grand  Lake.  They  had  taken  the  Queen  from  us,  and  she  was  the 
strongest  ship  they  had.  We  got  our  anchor  and  then  went  down  the 
lake  to  Brashear  City,  and  noted  a  large  fire  and  apparent  explosion 
in  the  direction  of  the  Teche.  The  Estrella  followed  us  down.  *  *  * 

The  steamer  Sheldon  brought  in  about  fifty  rebel  prisoners  from 
Berwick. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  G.  Chandler,  quartermaster-general,  stretched 
a  telegraph  cable  across  the  bay  from  Brashear  to  Berwick,  and  thus 
the  rivers  were  connected  to  New  Orleans.  About  5:20  we  left 
Brashear  City^  and  went  up  the  Teche  and  tied  to  the  Arizona.  Banks’ 
army  had  again  invaded  and  overrun  the  Teche  country. 


Report  of  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf,  19th  Army  Corps, 

Boulignf  s,  beyond  New  Iberia ,  Z«.,  April  17 ,  1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  set  out  on  the 
11th  instant  upon  the  expedition,  the  preparations  for  which  were  tem¬ 
porarily  interrupted  by  the  necessity  for  cooperation  with  the  navy  in 
the  passage  of  the  fleet  by  Port  Hudson. 

*  *  *  *  .  *  *  * 

We  met  the  enemy  about  2  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  after  a 
brisk  engagement  drove  him  back  until  his  line  of  defense  was  revealed, 
and  took  up  a  position  which  enabled  us  to  reconuoiter  his  works  to 
advantage.  Here  night  interrupted  us. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  attack  was  resumed.  We  soon  drove 
him  into  his  works  and  advanced  upon  them,  keeping  up  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery  to  silence  his  guns  and  prepare  the  way  for  an  assault.  At 
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nightfall  we  had  disabled  the  gunboat  Diana  and  driven  her  out  of 
action,  almost  entirely  silenced  the  enemy’s  artillery,  and  advanced  on 
both  sides  of  the  bayou  to  within  about  400  yards  of  the  works. 

*  ****** 

The  gunboat  Arizona  got  aground  and  it  took  four  hours  to  get  her 
off. 

*  ***** 

We  have  pursued  the  enemy  closely  more  than  50  miles;  we  have 
destroyed  the  Queen  of  the  West,  and  have  compelled  him  to  destroy 
the  gunboats  Diana  and  Hart,  with  supplies  of  subsistence  and  ammu¬ 
nition,  camp  equipage,  and  quartermaster  stores;  we  have  captured 
and  destroyed  his  salt  works  below  New  Iberia;  his  infantry  has  dis¬ 
persed  over  the  prairies  and  in  the  woods,  so  that  negroes  tell  us 
nothing  but  cavalry  and  artillery  passed  beyond  New  Iberia,  and  there 
is  no  thought  among  the  prisoners  and  inhabitants  that  he  will  make 
any  stand  this  side  of  Alexandria. 

On  the  9th  I  learned,  by  letters  from  Major-General  Richard  Taylor, 
commanding  the  Confederate  forces  in  this  district,  to  Captain  Fuller, 
commanding  the  gunboats,  he  was  preparing  to  attack  us  heavily  in 
the  [Bayou]  La  Fourche,  seeking  to  regain  that  region  and  the  waters 
of  Berwick  Bay. 

On  the  12th  we  opened  an  attack  which  has  destroyed  his  army  and 
his  gunboats.  There  is  not  a  gunboat  left  on  the  Teche. 

General  Taylor  in  his  letters  to  Captain  Fuller  refers  to  the  Grand 
Duke  as  nearly  ready  to  receive  her  guns  and  the  Mary  T.  as  not  to  be 
waited  for,  because  she  will  not  be  ready  in  time  to  take  part  in  his 
contemplated  recapture  of  the  La  Fourche. 

I  think  the  Webb  is  the  onl}T  gunboat  now  in  condition  to  defend 
the  Butte-a-la-Rose,  and  have  ordered  our  gunboats  to  attack  and  take 
that  place,  aided  by  a  detachment  of  infantry.  1  shall  follow  the 
enemy,  without  pausing,  to  Opelousas. 

*  *  >i  *  *  *  * 

Great  credit  is  due  to  the  energy  and  efficiency  shown  by  the  offi- 
cei*s  of  the  navy  in  this  operation.  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General  in.  Chief. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Lowry ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
IT.  S.  S.  Sc  iota,  regardmg  the  grounding  of  that  vessel  while  on  a 
reconnaissance. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sciota, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  April  15,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  request  I  got  underway  at  5:30  p.  m.  'for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  reconnoissance  and  looking  into  the  harbor 

of  Galveston  from  the  northward. 

Not  having  any  landmarks,  I  was  governed  by  my  lead  and  toi  inei 
bearings,  steering  precisely  as  on  previous  reconnoissance.  At  6:05 
p.  m. — the  leadsmen  giving  2  and  2d  fathoms — I  suddenly  touched  bot¬ 
tom,  when  putting  my  helm  “hard  a  port  and  stopping  engines,  I 
found  myself  hard  and  fast  aground. 
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I  immediately  made  all  preparations  for  getting-  oil,  made  signa 
No.  16,  and  sent  a  boat  to  report  to  you  as  senior  officer;  got  out  kedge 
astern;  backed  engines  hard  and  hove  in  on  my  kedge  for  about  twenty 
minutes  without  success.  1  began  lightening  ship  by  throwing  over¬ 
board  coal  and  water.  The  enemy  perceiving  I  was  ashore,  got 
underway  with  three  steamers  and  proceeded  down  to  Pelican  Spit. 

At.  7  p.  m.  commenced  backing  hard  again  with  my  engines,  and  at 
7:40  p.  m.  1  found  I  was  afloat.  The  other  gunboats  came  to  my 
assistance,  but  I  was  off  the  bottom  before  they  reached  me. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  I  have  received  no  injury  whatever.  I  threw 
overboard  3  tons  of  coal  and  all  my  water. 

Nothing  was  to  be  seen  of  the  Harriet  Lane.  Observed  live  steamers 
and  three  schooners  inside;  also  the  steamer  with  single  smokestack 
behind  the  building,  as  seen  before.  The.  battery  on  Fort  Point  is 
evidently  being  casemated  and  raised  two  tiers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  Lowry, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U  S .  Navy 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  before  Galveston ,  Tex. 


Order  of  Rear- Admired  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Jouett ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
R.  R.  Cuyler. 

Above  Port  Hudson,  April  15,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Mobile  blockade  and  report  yourself  to 
the  senior  naval  officer  present  there  for  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
R.  R.  Cuyler ,  relieving  Captain  George  F.  Emmons  in  the  command 
of  the  same. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  E.  Jouett, 

New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Emmons , 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Oneida. 

Above  Port  Hudson,  April  15,  1863. 

Sir:  Upon  the  reporting  of  your  relief,  Lieutenant-Commander 
James  E.  Jouett,  you  will  transfer  to  him  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
R.  R.  Cuyler  and  you  will  proceed  by  the  first  Government  vessel  to 
Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report  yourself  to  the  senior  naval  officer  present 
ther.e  for  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  0?ieida,  which  vessel 
you  will  bring  without  delajr  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  report  to  me 
or  Commodore  Morris,  whichever  may  be  there  in  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Western  Gidf  Squadron. 

Captain  George  F.  Emmons, 

Commanding '  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  senior  officer  off  coast 

of  Texas ,  forwarding  information  of  the  escape  from  New  ‘ Orleans 

of  the  steam  tug  Fox. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  April  17 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  sent  to  me 
by  direction  of  the  commanding  brigadier-general  here  for  your 
information. 

1  ou  will  be  pleased  to  notify  the  commanding  officers  of  the  vessels 
under  your  command  of  the  subject-matter  of  the  communication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 

Senior  Officer, 

Off  Coast  of  Texas. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans ,  April  16,  1863. 

Commodore:  1  am  directed  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding 
to  inform  you  that  the  steam  tug  Fox,  in  the  einplo}^  of  the  Quarter¬ 
master’s  Department,  went  out  of  Pass  a  l’Outre  Sunday  morning  at 
2  o’clock  and  has  not  since  been  heard  of.  It  is  probable  that  she  has 
gone  to  Havana  or  some  other  place  to  prepare  herself  as  a  blockade 
runner.  The  general  requests  that  wherever  found  she  may  be  seized. 
Have  the  kindness  to  notify  the  officers  commanding  naval  stations, 
Ship  Island,  South  West  Pass,  Pensacola,  and  Key  West,  to  this  effect. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wickham  Hoffman, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Commodore  Morris, 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Hitchcock ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  giving  information  of  continued  blockade  running  between 
Havana  and  Mobile. 

Navy  Department,  April  16,  1863. 
Sir:  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  just  received  from 
Brigadier-General  William  Sooy  Smith,  commanding  First  Division 
Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  La  Grange,  Tenn. : 

I  have  information  from  refugees  who  are  coming  in  daily  from  Mobile  and  South 
Alabama  that  schooners  run  the  blockade  from  Havana  every  week,  supplying  the 
city  of  Mobile  and  the  surrounding  country  with  many  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  R.  B.  Hitchcock, 

Corndg.  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile,  Ala. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

U.  S.  bark  William  G.  Anderson ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  schooner  Royal  Yacht. 

U.  S.  Bark  William  G.  Anderson, 

Off  Galveston ,  April  17,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  capture  by  this  ship,  on 
the  evening  of  the  15th  instant,  of  the  Confederate  schooner  Royal 
Yacht  with  a  cargo  of  97  bales  of  cotton.  The  circumstances  are  as 
follows:  In  latitude  28°  35'  N.  and  longitude  94c  10'  VV.,  at  about  7:30 
a.  m.  on  the  15th  instant,  a  sail  was  reported  from  the  masthead  bear¬ 
ing  from  this  ship  S.  S.  W.  and  standing  to  the  S.  E.  As  we  were 
well  to  windward  of  him,  I  immediately  kept  away  and  set  all  studding- 
sails,  but  the  schooner  soon  discovering  us  began  to  haul  up  very 
gradually,  hoping  to  obtain  the  weather  gauge  of  us,  doubtless,  before 
I  should  observe  it.  I  at  once  hauled  upon  the  wind,  sent  my  royal 
yards  aloft,  bent  all  my  staysails,  and  set  them  and  wet  my  sails  down 
thoroughly,  but  notwithstanding  all  my  exertions,  as  the  wind 
decreased,  the  chase  visibly  gained  upon  me. 

As  I  was  now  convinced  the  schooner  was  a  blockade  runner,  I 
determined  to  attempt  to  overhaul  him  with  a  boat,  and  although  he 
was  at  least  12  miles  distant,  and  there  was  quite  a  heavy  swell  run¬ 
ning,  I  started  my  second  cutter  with  a  picked  crew,  in  charge  of 
Acting  Master  George  Taylor,  in  chase.  After  a  pull  of  six  and  a 
half  hours  Mr.  Taylor  was  enabled  to  open  upon  the  schooner  with 
a  small  Butler  rifle,  throwing  a  1-pound  shell,  but  it  was  not  until  he 
had  fired  fourteen  times  (every  shot  within  easy  range)  that  the  master 
of  the  vessel  hove  her  to,  and  it  was  just  dark  as  Mr.  Taylor  took  pos¬ 
session  of  her  after  a  most  fatiguing  pull  of  25  miles. 

The  master  of  the  Royal  Yacht  frankly  acknowledged  she  was  a 
lawful  prize;  said  he  left  Sabine  Pass  on  the  night  of  the  13th  instant, 
had  no  papers  or  flag,  and  was  a  Confederate.  He  also  gave  me 
Houston  and  Galveston  papers  of  the  10th  and  13th  instant,  as  well  as 
a  bundle  of  private  letters  from  persons  in  Texas  to  their  friends  and 
correspondents  in  various  places.  The  schooner  is  a  fine  vessel  of  40 
tons  register,  drawing  but  6i  feet  in  ballast,  and  considered  the  fastest 
schooner  on  the  coast.  Indeed,  the  master  says  he  did  not  fear  any 
sailing  vessel  in  the  Gulf.  The  cargo  comprises  97  bales  of  most 
excellent  cotton,  weighing  48,108  pounds. 

1  shall  dispatch  the  prize  to  Ke}^  West  at  once  for  adjudication,  and 
I  enclose  with  this  a  complete  list  of  officers  and  men  entitled  to  share 
in  the  prize. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederic  S.  Hill, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  U.  S.  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

Sir:  Since  closing  up  my  dispatch,  and  just  as  1  am  leaving  port,  I 
have  discovered  that  the  Royal  Yacht  ran  out  from  Galveston  on  the 
night  of  the  14th  instant;  the  master  being  an  experienced  pilot  on 
the  bar  was  enabled  to  avoid  the  blockading  fleet  oft'  this  port. 

The  master  of  the  Royal  Yacht  was  placed  in  command  of  the 
Harriet  Lane  after  her  capture  by  the  rebels,  as  I  learn  from  papers 
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found  upon  him,  and  he  asserts  that  she  was  run  out  of  Galveston  on 
the  night  of  January  24,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Warley 
(formerly  of  the  U.  S.  Navy);  he  says  her  armament  was  taken  out  on 
January  11,  her  masts  on  the  16th,  and  in  this  state  she  drew  10  feet 
of  water,  and  as  the  tide  was  2  feet  higher  on  the  24th  January  than 
it  had  been  known  to  be  for  live  years,  they  had  no  trouble  in  running 
her  out.  The  man  says  it  was  proposed  to  sell  her  in  any  available 
port  and  purchase  a  propeller  in  her  stead,  as  she  had  not  sufficient 
capacity  for  carrying  coal.  The  man  seems  reliable,  and  is  a  particu¬ 
larly  intelligent  person,  and  I  believe  his  story. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederic  S.  Hill, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  U.  S.  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  Commander  Mullany ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Hill ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  Bark  William 
G.  Anderson ,  to  blockade  Aransas  and  Corpus  Christ!. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex .,  April  17 ,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  W.  G.  Anderson ,  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  to  the  station  off  Aransas  and  Corpus  Christi,  on  the  coast  of 
Texas,  and  keep  up  as  close  a  blockade  of  those  points  as  possible. 

In  case  you  require  water  or  provisions  at  any  time,  you  are 
authorized  to  come  here  for  supplies. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  17th 
instant,  reporting  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Royal  Yacht.  You  will 
please  dispatch  her  to  Key  West,  sending  the  master  in  her  and  as 
many  of  the  crew  as  }mu  may  deem  prudent. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Hill, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  IT.  G.  Anderson. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Brooklyn ,  regarding  the  temporary  withdrawal  of  that  vessel  from 
the  Texas  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Pensacola  Bay ,  April  17,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Brooklyn,  under  my  command,  requiring  thorough  calking 
of  hull  and  spar  deck,  and  exte'nsive  repairs  on  the  boilers  and  machin¬ 
ery,  I  left  Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany,  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Bienville,  on 
the  1st  April,  with  the  gunboats  on  that  coast,  to  conduct  the  blockade 
of  Galveston,  Sabine  Pass,  and  the  coast  of  Texas,  and  departed  for 
New  Orleans  to  make  the  repairs,  but  failing  to  cross  the  bar  at  the 
South  West  Pass,  after  lying  aground  nearly  two  and  a  half  days,  I 
judged  it  expedient  to  proceed  to  this  place,  expecting  to  find  the 
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facilities;  nothing,  however,  but  the  calking  can  be  done  here,  and  as 
soon  as  the  hull  is  calked  I  will  start  for  Ship  Island,  wheie  I  undei- 
stand  the  machine  shop  is  still  located,  to  have  the  needful  repairs 
done  on  the  machinery,  the  facilities  of  a  machine  shop  being  indis¬ 
pensable  for  most  of  that  work.  My  detention  there  will  be  about  two 
weeks.  I  shall  then  return  to  the  coast  of  Texas. 

Please  receive  herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  of  immediate  repaiis 
which  the  Brooklyn  requires. 

Having  forwarded  to  Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut  a  report  of  the 
state  of  things  on  the  coast  of  Texas,  I  presume  he  has  advised  the 
Navy  Department  of  the  same. 

I  expect  to  leave  for  Ship  Island  on  the  22d  instant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington  City ,  1).  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Hitchcock ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  capture 
of  the  schooner  Alabama ,  April  18 ,  1863 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Lat.  29°  30'  N ,  Long. , - ,  April  18 ,  1863. 

Sir:  We  left  the  blockade  off  Mobile  last  evening,  April  17,  and 
ran  S.  E.  until  daylight  this  morning,  when  we  discovered  a  sail  to 
the  southward  and  eastward;  ran  for  her,  but  from  our  disabled 
machinery  were  not  up  with  her  until  4:  30  p.  m.  She  did  not  show 
any  colors,  but  when  we  ran  in  range  of  her  she  hove  to  on  our  firing 
a  signal  gun;  boarded  her  and  was  informed  by  her  commander  that 
she  was  the  Confederate  schooner  Alabama ,  from  Havana,  April  11, 
bound  to  Mobile;  that  she  ran  the  blockade  at  Mobile  March  24.  The 
commander  also  informed  me  that  he  had  thrown  overboard  all  her 
papers,  colors,  etc.,  by  order  of  the  owners.  Her  cargo  consisted  in 
part  of  wine  (claret),  brandy  (in  casks),  coffee,  cheese,  sweet  oil,  soap, 
soda,  dry  goods,  nails,  cigars,  etc. 

Her  crew  consisted  of  Captain  Alexander  Newton,  born  in  Canada  :  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  for  about  18  years,  residing  at  Mobile;  by 
profession  a  shipmaster;  has  served  in  the  FT.  S.  Navy  on  board  the 
frigate  Columbia ,  Commodore  Shubrick. 

Edwai’d  Newton,  mate;  born  in  Canada;  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States;  residing  at  Mobile;  profession,  seaman. 

Cristoforo  Dobrilovik,  Austrian;  has  an  Austrian  protection  from 
the  consul  at  Mobile. 

Luca  Botteri,  Austrian;  has  an  Austrian  protection  from  the  consul 
at  Mobile. 

Antonio  Dabovich,  Austrian;  has  no  protection. 

J ose  Ignacio  Rosa,  Portuguese;  has  a  certificate  from  the  Portuguese 
consul  at  Havana;  that  he  came  to  Matanzas  in  the  Confederate  vessel 
Julia ,  and  that  he  is  at  liberty  to  embark  in  any  vessel  he  chooses. 

James  McKay,  cook;  born  in  Canada;  has  lived  in  the  United  States 
about  fifteen  months. 

I  took  her  crew  on  board  this  ship,  with  the  exception  of  James 
McKay,  cook,  and  put  Master’s  Mate  E.  B.  Pratt,  with  five  seamen 
and  two  marines,  on  board  of  her  and  took  her  in  tow. 
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At  the  time  of  the  capture  this  ship  had  left  the  Western  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron  and  was  on  her  passage  to  New  York. 

Key  West,  April  22,  I860. 

We  arrived  this  morning  with  the  schooner  Alabama  in  tow. 

Our  engines  and  boilers  will  necessitate  our  stopping  here  for  a 
week  or  ten  days.  So  soon  as  they  are  in  condition  to  warrant  it  1 
shall  start  for  New  York. 

Yen'  respectfully,  your  obediant  servant, 

R.  B.  Hitchcock, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  II.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commodore  Morris,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  sale  of  prizes 
at  New  Orleans  in  the  absence  of  an  admiralty  court. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  April  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  experienced  much  difficulty  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made 
of  prizes  which  are  captured  and  sent  to  this  place  for  adjudication. 
There  is  no  admiralty  court  established  here  to  try  them  in. 

Several  of  these  prize  vessels  are  in  such  a  dilapidated  condition  as 
to  be  unseaworthy,  and  consequently  unsafe  to  be  sent  to  Key  West 
or  a  Northern  port  for  adjudication. 

Before  going  up  the  river  to  Port  Hudson,  Admiral  Farragut  gave 
me  instructions  to  have  all  these  vessels  and  their  cargoes  sold  here. 
I  am  now  doing  this  with  all  of  them,  with  one  exception.  This  con¬ 
sists  of  the  Antona,  a  fine  iron  steamer  captured  under  English  colors 
off  Mobile  by  the  Pocahontas  four  or  five  months  ago.  The  admiral 
had  this  vessel  and  her  cargo  appraised.  The  vessel  was  appraised  at 
about  $70,000  and  her  cargo  at  about  $100,000.  The  admiral  directed 
her  cargo  to  be  landed  and  stored  in  a  bonded  warehouse,  which  was 
also  done.  He  then  directed  me  to  have  the  vessel  fitted  as  a  dispatch 
vessel  for  this  squadron.  This  has  also  been  done,  and  she  is  now 
being  used  as  such. 

I  have  ordered  Lieutenant  Dewey,  late  executive  officer  of  the  frigate 
Mississippi,  to  superintend  the  sales  of  these  vessels  and  their  cargoes, 
under  the  instructions  given  by  the  admiral.  The  cargoes  of  all  the 
vessels,  except  the  Antona,  consisted  principally  of  cotton,  and  no 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  their  sale.  But  the  AntoncHs  cargo  being 
an  assorted  European  cargo,  meets  with  no  sale;  and  he  has  been  forced 
to  bid  the  greater  part  of  it  in,  to  prevent  its  being  entirely  sacrificed. 

I  would  now  ask  the  Department  to  instruct  me  as  to  its  disposal. 
If  it  is  retained  here  in  store  it  will  deteriorate;  if  sold,  it  will  be 
sacrificed.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Antona  should  be 
reloaded  with  it  and  sent  to  a  Northern  port  for  adjudication,  or  the 
cargo  shipped  in  another  vessel  for  that  purpose. 

At  the  time  the  admiral  directed  her  cargo  to  be  landed  and  stored, 
he  did  so  under  the  expectation  that  an  admiralty  court  was  about,  or 
soon  would  be,  established  here. 
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I  have  the  officers  and  some  of  the  crews  of  the  captured  vessels 
retained  here  as  prisoners  on  board  our  vessels,  but,  as  the  prize  ves¬ 
sels  and  their  cargoes  (excepting  the  Antova  and  hers)  are  being  sola 
without  adjudication  I  have  concluded  to  send  all  these  prisoners  north 
in  the  Circassian,  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  Government  shall  decide. 

Admiral  Farragut  has  directed  me  to  notify  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  vessels  of  this  squadron  not  to  send  any  more  prizes  here  for 
adjudication  that  can  possibly  be  sent  to  Key  IV  est  or  the  North. 
This  1  have  done,  but  the  most  of  them  captured  consist  of  small  and 
unseaworthy  vessels  that  can  not  be  safely  sent  across  the  Gulf  to  Key 
West.  Three  of  them  have  arrived  here  since  the  admiral  left,  all 
laden  with  cotton.  One  of  them  I  dispatched  to  Key  West;  the  other 
two  I  have  been  compelled  to  retain  here,  and  shall  sell  them  and 
their  cargoes,  sending  home  the  prize  officers  with  the  prisoners  cap¬ 
tured  in  them  and  the  papers  found  on  board,  in  the  Circassian. 

The  papers  found  in  the  Antona  are  in  the  possession  of  the  admiral. 

I  send  home  in  the  Circassian,  her  prisoners.  They  consist  of  the 
following,  viz:  George  Grindly,  master;  William  Gumming,  chief 
mate;  John  Patterson,  carpenter;  Horace  Poutet,  boy.  Acting  Master 
Edward  Baker,  of  the  Pocahontas ,  who  was  the  prize  master  who 
brought  her  here,  is  still  retained  in  command  of  her. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy ,  forwarding  prisoners  and. 
papers  in  the  case  of  the  steamer  Antona. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  April  20,  1863. 

Sir:  Since  writing  and  sending  my  dispatch  to  .you,  dated  18th 
instant,  in  relation  to  the  prize  vessel  Antona  and  asking  for  instruc¬ 
tions  in  relation  to  her  I  have  concluded  to  send  home  by  the  Circas¬ 
sian  the  prize  master,  Acting  Master  Edward  Baker  (who  was  in  the 
Pocahontas  at  the  time  of  her  capture),  in  charge  of  the  prisoners 
taken  in  her,  with  the  papers  found  on  board  and  the  appraisement 
made  of  the  vessel  and  her  cargo  here  by  order  of  Admiral  Farragut. 

These  witnesses  and  documents  will,  1  am  informed,  be  sufficient  to 
have  the  vessel  and  cargo  libeled  and  adjudicated  in  the  United  States 
admiralty  court  at  New  York. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  1).  C. 
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Boat  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  April  18,  1863. 

Report  of  Commander  Mullany,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  death  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  McDermut,  U.  S.  Navy. 


U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  April  20,  1863. 

Str.  I  send  the  Cayuga  to  how  Orleans  in  charge  of  Acting-  Master 

.  ,  .  Perc3b  h©r  executive  officer,  and  have  to  report  to  yon  the  death 
of  Lieutenant-Commander  McDermut,  who  was  killed  in  a  skirmish 
with  the  enemy  on  the  18th  instant,  near  the  light-house  at  Sabine 
Pass. 

Commander  Abner  Read,  with  a  boat  from  the  New  London ,  and 
Lieutenant-Commander  McDermut,  with  another  from  the  Cayuga , 
landed  at  the  light-house  to  reconnoiter.  The  party  were  surprised 
and  tired  upon,  but  Commander  Read  succeeded  in  escaping  with  his 
boat  and  crew,  although  he  and  nearly  all  his  men  were  wounded. 

1  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  report  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  by  Commander  Read,  from  which  you  will  obtain  full 
information  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

I  respectfully  request  that  the  Cayuga  may  be  sent  back  here  at  as 
early  a  day  as  practicable. 

An  additional  gunboat  is  much  needed  here  to  relieve  the  Itasca ,  as 
she  will  soon  require  extensive  repairs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 

Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

Senior  Officer  present  at  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Read,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  New  London. 

U.  S.  S.  New  London, 

Off  Sabine  Pass ,  Tex. ,  April  18,  1863. 

Sir:  Having  sent  in  boats  several  times  of  late  to  take  observations, 
and  the  result  of  the  same  seeming  to  show  that  the  enemy  was  in  small 
force  at  Sabine  City,  I  concluded  this  morning  to  take  a  final  observa¬ 
tion  in  person,  preparatory  to  making  an  attempt  to  cut  out  the  steam¬ 
boats  lying  at  the  town.  My  object  was  to  ascertain  the  positions  of  the 
steamers  as  to  each  other  and  their  situation  as  to  their  probable  relief 
from  the  troops  in  the  town  in  case  I  should  make  an  attack.  I  took 
a  boat's  crew  of  five,  together  with  James  (4.  Taylor,  pilot,  and  at  half 
past  9  o’clock  this  morning  started  to  go  in.  Lieutenant-Commander 
D.  A.  McDermut,  of  the  gunboat  Cayuga,  with  a  boat’s  crew,  accom¬ 
panied  me.  We  directed  our  course  toward  the  light-house,  where  our 
former  expeditions  have  landed  without  molestation. 

The  light-house  is  situated  upon  the  Louisiana  side  of  the  pass  and 
about  4  miles  from  Sabine  Cit}T.  It  stands  upon  an  open  piece  of 
ground,  affording  no  place  of  concealment  for  an  enemy  excepting  the 
light-house  and  keeper’s  house,  and  with  proper  precaution  is  consid¬ 
ered  a  safe  place  to  land. 
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Captain  McDermut  landed  on  the  beach  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
nearer  the  light-house  than  myself,  and  he  and  his  men  went  directly 
toward  the  light-house  and  keeper’s  house.  I  landed,  and  with  three 
of  my  men  was  walking  along  the  beach  under  partial  cover  of  a  low 
ridge,  the  others,  with  the  pilot,  remaining  in  the  boat  to  bring  it 
around  the  point. 

As  Captain  McDermut  approached  the  light-house  a  party  of  the 
enemy,  numbering  between  60  and  70,  suddenly  made  their  appear¬ 
ance  from  behind  the  light  keeper’s  house  and  took  three  of  the 
Cayuga’’ s  boat’s  crew  prisoners  at  once.  The  enemy  commenced  tiring. 
We  commenced  retreating  to  our  boats  and  succeeded  in  reaching 
them,  but  they  were  in  shallow  water  and  mud.  The  New  London’s  crew 
were  ordered  to  jump  in  the  water  and  to  try  to  shove  it  into  deeper 
water,  which  was  done.  Captain  McDermut  and  two  of  his  men  were 
in  his  boat,  and  when  we  were  about  10  yards  from  him  I  saw  him 
standing  up  and  waving  his  white  handkerchief  to  surrender,  probably 
thinking  that  further  attempt  at  escape  was  useless.  The  enemy  then 
directed  their  fire  upon  the  boat  of  the  New  London ,  pouring  in  volley 
after  volley  of  rifle  balls  and  buckshot.  We  returned  the  fire  as 
effectively  as  we  could  and  succeeded  in  bringing  off  our  boat,  though 
in  a  crippled  condition,  and  but  one  man  in  it  was  uninjured.  Con¬ 
sidering  the  murderous  fire  to  which  we  were  exposed  and  the  over¬ 
whelming  number  of  the  enemy  in  comparison  with  our  own,  our 
escape  is  almost  miraculous.  The  boat  was  completely  riddled. 

Lieutenant-Commander  McDermut  and  his  boat’s  crew  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy. 

I  can  not  omit  calling  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  effi¬ 
cient  service  rendered  in  this  and  all  our  other  boat  expeditions  by 
Janies  G.  Taylor,  pilot.  Though  severely  wounded  in  two  places,  he 
kept  firing  at  the  enemy  with  good  effect.  I  can  not  forbear  mention¬ 
ing  the  bravery  and  intrepidity  of  my  boat’s  crew,  all  of  whom,  with 
one  exception,  were  wounded,  but  who  nevertheless  brought  the  boat 
off  to  the  vessel.  1  would  particularly  mention  Gabriel  Chalapas, 
ordinary  seaman,  who,  notwithstanding  a  most  severe  and  painful 
wound  in  the  foot,  kept  his  place  at  the  oar  from  the.  time  we  left  the 
beach  until  we  reached  the  vessel. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  report  of  casualties  by  Acting  Assistant 
Surgeon  L.  LI.  Kendall. 

Very  respectfull}r,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Read, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington  City,  I).  C. 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Read,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  death  of 
Lieutenant-Commander  McDermut,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  New  London, 

Off  Sabine  Pass ,  Tex. ,  Saturday  Evening ,  April  18,  1863. 
Sir:  This  afternoon  about  4  o’clock  a  flag  of  truce  was  seen  coming 
out  of  the  pass,  and  I  sent  a  flag  to  meet  it.  By  it  I  received  the  melan¬ 
choly  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Lieutenant-Commander  D.  A.  Mc¬ 
Dermut.  I  was  informed  that  at  the  time  he  was  captured  he  did  not 
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thmk  himself  severely  injured,  but  shortly  after  being  taken  to  Sabine 
City  lie  expired.  The  officer  who  came  out  with  the  Hag  informed  us 
that  if  we  could  preserve  the  remains  they  would  give  them  up;  if  not, 
thej  would  bury  him  with  military  honors.  They  also  informed  me 
that  two  of  the  Cay  uga's  crew  were  slightly  wounded  and  admitted  on 
their  part  the  loss  of  one  lieutenant  killed. 

From  the  fact  that  I  saw  Lieutenant-Commander  McDermut  stand¬ 
ing  up  in  his  boat  and  waving  his  white  handkerchief  in  surrender, 
and  from  the  location  of  his  wounds,  I  am  of  the  full  conviction  that 
he  was  mortally  wounded  while  sitting  in  his  boat  after  surrender. 

I  sent  in  a  boat  with  Assistant  Surgeon  Bogert,  of  the  Cayuga ,  and 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Kendall,  of  the  New  London,  to  embalm  the 
body  and  bring  it  oil.  The  remains  have  been  received  on  board  the 
Cayuga  and  will  be  forwarded  to  his  friends  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Read, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington  City,  L).  C. 


List  of  casualties. 

U.  S.  S.  New  London, 

Off  Sabine  Pass,  Tex. ,  Wpril  19,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  as  a  list  of  the  casualties  occur¬ 
ring  yesterday,  April  18,  in  the  skirmish  with  the  enemy  at  Sabine 
Pass: 

Commander  A.  Read,  gunshot  wound  of  the  eye;  serious. 

James  G.  Taylor,  pilot;  gunshot  wounds  of  the  hip,  scrotum,  and 
thigh;  serious. 

Charles  Hamilton,  seaman;  gunshot  wound  of  the  arm;  serious. 

Thomas  H.  Gormly,  ordinary  seaman;  gunshot  wound  of  the  neck 
and  thigh;  serious. 

Gabriel  Chalapas,  ordinary  seaman;  gunshot  wound  of  the  foot; 
serious. 

George  Miller,  ordinary  seaman;  gunshot  wound  of  the  thigh;  slight. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lucian  H.  Kendall, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Commander  A.  Read. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Read,  U.  S.  Navy,  stating  the  reasons  for  the  expedition. 

U.  S.  S.  New  London, 

Off  Sabine  Pass,  Tex. ,  April  ‘20,  1863. 

Sir:  I  very  respectfully  wish  to  submit  the  following  in  explanation 
of  my  desire  to  make  personal  observations  of  the  situation  of  the 
enemy  at  Sabine  City  on  the  18th,  which  led  to  such  unfortunate 
results,  and  the  importance,  could  I  have  succeeded  in  my  whole  design. 

By  the  capture  of  one  of  their  river  steamboats  at  Sabine  City  I 
could  have  captured  seven  others  and  would  be  in  possession  of  Sabine 
River,  and  by  destroying  ferries  cut  off  communication  between  their 
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armies  in  western  Louisiana  and  Texas,  This  part  of  the.  country 
would  readily  supply  the  army  and  navy  with  beef.  W  ith  these 
views  in  mind,  I  was  anxious  to  capture  ofie  of  their  steamboats,  and 
to  be  successful  I  considered  personal  observation  necessary,  as  I 
should  have  accompanied  so  important  an  expedition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Read, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington  City ,  I).  C. 


Letter  expressing  regret  and  congratulation  from  Commander  Mullany,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  Read,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  New  London. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  April  20,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  19th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  attack  made  upon  the  boats  of  the 
Cayuga  and  New  London  at  Sabine  Pass. 

1  regret  extremely  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
McDermut  and  the  wounding  of  yourself  and  so  many  other  brave  men. 

I  congratulate  you,  however,  on  your  escape  under  such  adverse 
circumstances  from  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Commander  Abner  Read, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  New  London,  off  Sabine  Pass. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Scurry,  C.  S.  Army,  transmitting  telegram. 

Headquarters  Eastern  Subdistrict  of  Texas, 

Houston,  Tex.,  April  19,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  reporting,  for  the  information  of  the  major- 
general  commanding,  the  following  telegram  directed  to  me  and  just 
received: 

Headquarters,  Sabine  Pass,  April  8,  1868. 

Last  night  I  placed  30  men  in  the  light-house,  under  Lieutenant  Jones,  of  Griffin’s 
battalion.  To-day  at  IT  o’clock  13  Federals  came  up  to  the  light-house  in  two  small 
boats.  We  captured  6  men,  including  Captain  McDermut,  of  the  Cayuga,  who  was 
mortally  wounded,  and  the  captain’s  gig.  The  other  boat  escaped  with  3  men. 
Four  were  killed  in  the  water.  Second  Lieutenant  Wright,  of  D  Company,  Griffin’s 
battalion,  was  killed,  gallantly  leading  the  men.  No  other  casualties. 

Wm.  FI.  Griffin, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Sabine  Pass. 

I  would  also  report  that  on  the  13th  instant  Captain  Charles  Fowler, 
with  3  men,  on  the  Don  Juan,  was  captured  while  on  a  reconnoissance 
in  Sabine  Bay.  I  shall  transmit  the  official  reports  so  soon  as  received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Scurry, 

Brigadier'-  General,  Commanding. 

Captain  E.  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Report  of  Brigadier-General  Scurry,  C.  S.  Army,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant- 

Colonel  Griffin,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Eastern  Subdistrict  of  Texas, 

Houston ,  April  23,  1863. 

Captain:  *  *  *  I  beg  to  say  to  the  major-general  commanding 

that  the  Lucy  Gwin  has  been  in  Matagorda  Bay  for  near  if  not  quite 
two  weeks. 

The  blockading  squadron  has  continued  off  our  coast  ever  since  the 
major-general  left,  the  only  change  being  a  gunboat  (supposed  to  be 
the  Penobscot)  having  taken  the  place  of  the  Brooklyn,  she  having 
left  about  eight  days  ago. 

The  enemy’s  ffeet  are  moving  about  from  one  place  to  another,  but 
for  no  great  distance.  Captain  Barney,  C.  S.  Navy,  has  declined  to 
cooperate  with  me  in  fitting  up  the  Harriet  Lane  in  the  manner  indi¬ 
cated  to  me  in  one  of  the  major-general’s  former  letters  and  also  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  one  now  before  me. 

x  x  x  x  x  x  x 

1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  the  information  of  the  major-general 
commanding  Lieutenant-Colonel  Griffin’s  report  of  an  engagement  with 
a  detachment  of  the  enemy  on  the  18th  instant.  *  *  * 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  directed  Captain  Barney 
to  transfer  the  Harriet  Lane  to  the  Department  of  War.  Orders  have 
been  received  for  the  major-general  commanding  to  secure  her.  What 
shall  be  done  with  her?  I  will  place  a  trust}^  officer  in  charge  of  her. 
Might  she  not  be  sent  out  with  a  load  of  cotton  and  sold  in  a  Spanish 
port  and  purchase  made  of  an  effective  war  vessel? 

*  *  *  *  XXX 

The  Harriet  Lane  has  not  been  fitted  up  as  }rou  directed,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  Captain  Barney  declining  to  cooperate  with  me.  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  Scurry, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Captain  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Fort  Brown,  Tex. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Griffin,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters, 

Sabine  Pass,  April  28,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  as  to  my  engage¬ 
ment  between  a  part  of  the  troops  under  my  command  and  a  small  part 
of  the  enemy  on  Saturday,  the  18th  instant: 

On  Friday  afternoon  (the  lfth  instant)  one  of  my  pickets  reported 
that  a  boat  from  the  Federal  gunboat  had  landed  7  men  on  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  shore,  and  that  they  were  then  in  the  light-house  making  observa¬ 
tions.  Before  I  could  make  any  arrangement  to  capture  them  they 
withdrew  to  the  Federal  fleet.  1  then  determined  to  lay  a  plan  to  cap¬ 
ture  the  next  party  that  should  come  to  the  light-house.  I  subsequently 
on  that  night  placed  a  part}r  of  30  men,  under  the  command  of  h  irst 
Lieutenant  W.  J.  Jones,  of  C  Company,  and  Second  Lieutenant  F.  1. 
Wright,  of  D  Company,  Twenty-first  (Griffin’s  battalion)  Texas  Vol¬ 
unteer  Infantry,  in  the  light-house  and  the  dwelling  house  neai  it, 
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instructing  Lieutenant  Jones  not  to  let  his  men  show  themselves  in  the 
boat,  and  to  endeavor  to  capture  any  party  of  the  Federals  that  should 
land.  On  Saturday,  at  about  11  o’clock  a.  in.,  13  men  in  two  small 
boats  from  the  Federal  gunboats  landed  at  about  600  yards  from  the 
light-house.  Three  of  the  men  approached  very  cautiously  to  within 
a  few  yards  of  the  light-house,  when,  upon  a  demand,  they  surrendered; 
the  other  men,  having  400  yards  the  advantage  of  my  men,  started  at 
the  double-quick  step  to  their  boats.  My  men  immediately  gave  chase, 
being  gallantly  led  by  Lieutenants  Jones  and  Wright.  The  boat  from 
the  Cayuga ,  with  Captain  McDermut,  mortally  wounded,  and  5  sailor 
men,  captured.  The  boat  from  the  New  London ,  with  its  captain  and 
the  notorious  traitor  Ta}dor,  escaped.  I  have  since  learned,  under 
a  flag  of  truce  that  eveiyone  in  the  boat  was  wounded  except  one. 
Captain  Read  lost  an  eye,  besides  receiving  another  wound.  Taylor 
was  also  wounded  dangerously  in  two  different  places. 

It  becomes  my  melancholy  duty  to  inform  you  that  Second  Lieuten¬ 
ant  E.  T.  Wright,  of  Compan}^  D,  Twenty-first  Texas  Volunteer  Infan¬ 
try,  was  instantly  killed  by  a  Harper’s  Ferry  ball  through  the  brain 
while  gallantly  leading  and  urging  on  the  men  under  his  command. 
No  one  else  of  the  men  of  my  command  was  at  all  wounded. 

Too  much  credit  and  praise  can  not  be  given  to  Lieutenant  W.  J. 
Jones,  of  C  Company,  Twenty-first  Texas  Volunteer  Infantry,  for  his 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  on  the  occasion.  Captain  McDermut,  of 
the  Cayuga ,  died  at  2  p.  m.  on  the  same  day  of  the  wounds  received. 
Assistant  Surgeon  Barton  and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Murray  did 
eveiwthing  they  could  to  relieve  his  sufferings  and  to  save  his  life,  but 
in  vain.  Immediately  after  his  death  I  dispatched  a  flag  of  truce  out 
to  the  Federal  fleet  under  Major  H.  A.  Hanmer  and  Second  Lieuten¬ 
ant  F.  II.  Bailey,  proposing  either  to  bury  the  body  on  the  next  day 
with  the  honors  of  war  or  to  surrender  the  body  to  Captain  Read 
if  he  wished.it.  He  chose  the  latter,  and  sent  Doctors  Bayoth  [Bogert] 
and  Kendall,  of  the  Federal  Navy,  for  the  body.  They  took  charge 
of  it  and  carried  it  on  board  ship,  intending  to  send  it  to  his  family 
in  New  York. 

At  the  request  of  R.  V.  Cook,  captain,  commanding  Company  D, 
Twenty-first  Texas  Volunteer  Infantry,  I  shall  send  the  body  of  the 
gallant  Lieutenant  E.  T.  Wright  to  his  relations  in  Columbus,  Colo¬ 
rado  County,  Tex. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bring  to  the  notice  and  consideration  of  the 
commanding  general  that  in  order  to  properly  defend  Sabine  Pass  I 
have  found  and  still  find  it  necessary  to  keep  troops,  scouts,  and  pick¬ 
ets  on  the  Louisiana  side  of  the  channel.  Though  that  is  not  a  part 
of  the  district  uftder  the  command  of  the  brigadier-general  com¬ 
manding  the  eastern  subdistrict  of  Texas,  I  consider  it  a  military 
necessity,  and  shall  so  continue  to  act  unless  otherwise  instructed  by 
the  brigadier-general  commanding.  I  am  advisedly  informed  that  all 
the  beef,  mutton,  and  pork  used  on  the  Federal  gunboats  are  procured 
on  Lake  Calcasieu,  Calcasieu  Parish,  La.  This  country  is  very  remote 
from  the  commands  of  Generals  Taylor  and  Sibley  or  any  other  o-en- 
eral  commanding  in  Louisiana.  It  is  all-important  that  these  depre¬ 
dations  should  be  stopped. 

I  have  already  instructed  Captain  [J.  A.]  Ware,  commanding  the 
cavalry  squadrons,  to  keep  scouts  on  the  Louisiana  shore  and  to  cap¬ 
ture  all  parties  of  Federal  depredators  upon  or  landing  upon  the  coast. 
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I  understand  that  northern  Louisiana  has  recently  been  added  to  the 
command  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  district  of  Texas,  etc.; 
if  so,  I  hereby  make  application  that  Calcasieu  Parish,  La.,  be  added 
and  constitute  a  part  of  the  eastern  subdistrict  of  Texas,  and  that  my 
command  be  extended  over  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  Griffin, 

L%eutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding  Texas  Volunteer  Infantry , 

.  Commanding  Sabine  Pass ,  etc. 

Captain  A.  N.  Miller, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Order  of  Commander  Mullany ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant -  Commander 
Lewis ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Itasca. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  April  20,  1863. 
Slr:  Ton  will  please  proceed,  with  the  Ltasca  under  your  command, 
off  Sabine  Pass  and  there  report  to  Commander  Abner  Read  for  tem¬ 
porary  blockading  service  on  that  station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  F.  R.  Lewis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Itasca ,  of  Galveston ,  Tex. 


Capture  of  Butte-a-la- Rose,  April  20,  1863. 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke,  1J.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Estrella. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Estrella, 
Butte-a-la- Rose,  La.,  April  22,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  19th  instant  1  sent  the  Arizona,  Captain  Upton,  to 
reconnoiter  this  place,  and  on  the  20th,  during  the  forenoon,  attacked 
it  with  all  the  gunboats,  the  Clifton  and  the  Arizona  leading  and  the 
Calhoun  and  Estrella  following.  Captain  Crocker  pushed  the  Clifton 
ahead  very  gallantly  and  received  the  first  fire.  Captain  Upton  fol¬ 
lowed  close  in  the  Arizona  with  the  same  spirit,  and  they  both  engaged 
the  battery  and  a  gunboat  lying  there.  After  tiring  two  or  three  shots 
the  gunboats  started  up  the  Atchafalaya  at  full  speed  and  the  Arizona 
followed.  The  fort  immediately  ceased  firing  and  surrendered,  when 
the  Clifton  followed  the  Arizona  in  pursuit  of  the  rebel  gunboat.  The 
bayou  being  so  narrow  and  intricate  our  vessels  could  not  work  to 
advantage  and  she  escaped.  Fort  Burton  at  Butte-a-la-Rose  is  a  bat¬ 
tery  of  two  old  siege  guns,  one  24  and  one  32  pounder,  with  a  garri¬ 
son  of  about  60  men,  commanded  by  Captain  Holmes,  of  the  Crescent 
Regiment.  We  took  the  whole  garrison  prisoners.  There  was  a  large 
quantitity  of  ammunition  and  a  supply  of  commissary  stores,  all  in 
good  condition. 

The  gunboat  we  encountered  is  a  steamer  that  was  formerly  called 
the  Mary  T.  She  has  been  fitted  up  as  a  Southern  war  vessel,  pro¬ 
tected  with  cotton  bales,  and  carries  two  24-pounders,  two  light 
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12-pounders,  and  a  small  howitzer,  besides  a  company  of  sharpshoot¬ 
ers.  Her  present  name  is  the  Cotton ,  in  honor  of  Captain  F  uller’s  old 
boat  in  the  Teche.  A  few  days  ago  there  was  another  one  here  of  the 
same  style,  rather  larger,  called  the  Grand  Duke.  It  was  intended 
that  these  vessels  should  accompany  the  Queen  of  the  West  in  her  expe¬ 
dition  to  Grand  Lake,  but  they  arrived  too  late.  The  enemy  are  fitting 
other  steamers  in  the  same  way  up  Red  River. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  P.  Cooke, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding . 

Commodore  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  8.  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans. 


Extract  from  diary  of  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Baird,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Calhoun. 

April  @0,  1863. — The  Clifton ,  Calhoun ,  Arizona ,  and  Estrella  go  up 
Bayou  Chene,  into  it  up  the  Atchafalaya  River,  approach  Butte-a-la- 
Rose,  and  make  a  dash  around  the  bend  at  11  o’clock  and  take  the  fort. 
The  fight  was  short,  sharp,  and  decisive.  It  was  done  after  the  style 
of  Daddy  Farragut;  we  rush  in.  The  contrabands  had  told  us  cor¬ 
rectly  that  “De  Loozy-anna  Tigers  in  de  fote  done  practice  at  de  tar¬ 
get  off  de  p’int  until  dey  can  hit  him  in  de  bull’s  eyed’  Sure  enough 
the  Clifton  and  Calhoun  were  struck  several  times,  though  the  rebels 
had  but  four  guns  (32-pounders).  The  Clifton  had  the  stub  end  of 
one  air-pump  link  shot  away,  but  fortunately  the  other  one  carried  the 
load.  Our  boats  had  everyone  been  smashed  bj^  the  trees  in  the  nar¬ 
row  bayous  and  we  had  not  a  boat  to  put  in  the  water.  The  Grand 
Duke  was  at  the  fort  when  we  came  and  she  ran  away.  We  pursued 
her  and  by  good  fortune  shot  away  the  boom  that  carried  her  stern 
boat  and  dropped  it  into  the  water.  She  escaped  by  superior  speed 
and  turning  power.  We  got  the  boat,  and  it  was  the  one  we  used  in 
landing  that  day  and  in  bringing  up  the  Louisiana  Tigers,  who  were 
now  our  prisoners.  They  were  well-dressed,  neat,  polite,  and  edu¬ 
cated  young  men.  The  Estrella  took  them  (50)  back  to  Brashear  City. 
We  fired  but  three  shots  and  believe  all  hit;  certainly  one  hit  the 
Grand  Duke.  The  Tigers  said  the  ships  looked  most  formidable  and 
appeared  as  if  they  would  run  right  over  or  through  the  fort.  We 
rushed  right  up  to  it  and  the  four  black  vessels,  all  firing,  made  a  sav¬ 
age  appearance.  Soon  as  the  transports  came  we  landed  800  soldiers 
in  the  fort;  it  could  accommodate  about  70;  the  rest  went  on  the  ground 
back  of  it,  which  would  have  been  swamp  excepting  that  the  rebels  had 
felled  all  the  cypress  trees,  burned  the  branches,  etc.,  and  it  made  a 
sort  of  covering  for  the  moss,  which  was  safe  to  walk  over.  They 
had  cleared  this  land  so  as  to  defend  against  an  attack  from  a  lake  into 
which  the  Opelousas  River  emptied,  evidently  fearing  an  attack  from 
the  north. 

The  hits  we  received  in  that  fight  did  not  hurt  us  much.  One  was 
on  the  hull  just  above  the  copper,  near  the  stern,  and  though  it 
crushed  a  plank  yet  it  broke  no  frame;  it  was  a  glancing  blow.  One 
tore  away  some  of  the  upper  works  which  trees  had  loosened,  and  the 
third  struck  the  shaft,  probably  glancing,  for  it  left  only  a  mark.  Its 
hegira  through  the  wheelhouse  could  not  be  traced  because  that  cover¬ 
ing  had  been  so  badly  shattered  by  the  trees  that  it  was  already  in 
splinters. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  captured  flag. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Estrella,  April  21,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  Accompanying'  this  is  the  Confederate  flag-  of  the  garri¬ 
son  at  Fort  Burton,  Butte-a-la-Rose,  which  we  captured  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  20th  instant.  You  richly  deserve  the  distinction  of  receiv¬ 
ing  it  for  the  gallant  and  dashing  manner  in  which  you  pushed  your 
vessel  under  fire  and  received  the  first  shot  of  the  enemy. 

Yours,  truly, 


A.  P.  Cooke, 

Lieutenant- Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 

Captain  Frederick  Crocker. 


[Telegram.] 

Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Opelousas ,  April  23 , 1863. 

The  commanding  general  congratulates  you  upon  your  victory  and 
begs  3rou  to  accept  his  sincere  thanks  for  it.  It  is  of  great  importance 
to  us.  One  regiment,  including  the  four  companies  on  the  gunboats, 
is  ordered  from  Brashear  to  Butte-a-la-Roseto  take  post  there  and  hold 
it  to  the  last  extremity.  The  commanding  general  wishes  you  to  have 
one  gunboat  at  Butte-a-la-Rose  to  strengthen  the  defenses.  We  will 
provide  additional  floating  batteries  as  soon  as  possible. 

Richard  B.  Irwin, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboats. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War  regard¬ 
ing  traffic  carried  on  through  Matamoras ,  Mexico. 


Navy  Department,  April  21,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communica¬ 
tion  I  have  this  day  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Chase,  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  reference  to  the  constant  and  extensive  traffic  that 
appears  to  be  carried  on  by  both  foreigners  and  citizens  of  the  United 
States  with  the  insurgents  through  the  port  of  Matamoras,  on  the  Rio 
Grande.  As  stated  in  the  communication  to  Mr.  Chase,  the  only  sure 
means  of  checking  this  illicit  and  injurious  intercourse  seems  to  be  in 
occupying  with  our  military  forces  the  left  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  in 
Texas. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  escape  of  the 

steamer  Fox  into  Mobile. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 


Pensacola  Bay,  April  21,  1863. 

Sir:  I  observe  by  a  paper  from  Mobile  that  the  steamboat  Fox  was 
run  in  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan  at  3  a.  m.  of  the  15th  instant, 
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notwithstanding  the  tire  of  thirty  shots  at  her  by  the  blockade.  Lho 
same  article  states  that  she  was  captured  by  a  party  of  1 5  men,  under  one 
Captain  Andrews,  who  visited  the  Passes  of  the  river  (going  from  Is ew 
Orleans,  I  presume)  for  some  such  enterprise,  they  captured,  her  at 
a  coal  yard  at  Pass  a  POutre  and  ran  straight  for  Mobile,  living  the 
United  States  flag,  her  officers  and  crew  assisting  to  navigate  her. 
One  or  more  small  steamers,  armed,  should  be  constantly  in  those 
Passes  to  protect  our  trade  and  tugs  there,  else  we  shall  soon  have  more 
of  such  enterprises. 

I  want  some  15  or  20  barrels  cannon  powder,  but  can  get  none  here. 

My  hull  is  bare  of  paint,  after  calking,  and  there  is  neither  paint 
nor  paint  oil  to  be  had. 

I  shall  send  requisitions  to  New  Orleans  for  these  and  other  indis¬ 
pensable  supplies. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

IT.  S.  bark  William  G.  Anderson,  regarding  affairs  off  Pass  Cavallo. 

U.  S.  Bark  William  G.  Anderson, 

Off  Pass  Cavallo ,  April  HI,  1863. 

Sir:  I  came  to  anchor  off  this  port  yesterday  aiid  found  the  Rachel 
Seaman  at  anchor  a  great  distance  offshore,  the  captain  complaining 
of  want  of  water,  provisions,  medicine,  etc.,  and  “in  a  bad  way”  gen¬ 
erally.  At  his  request  I  sent  my  surgeon  on  board  to  examine  his 
sick,  and,  as  I  wished  to  take  a  look  in  here,  I  decided  to  remain  until 
to-day  before  proceeding  on  to  Aransas. 

Captain  Hooper  told  me  his  boat  had  been  tired  at  the  other  day 
while  reconnoitering  by  a  rebel  battery,  so  this  morning  I  took  him 
on  board  my  ship  and  stood  in  very  close  to  the  bar,  and  then  ran 
up  along  the  entrance  to  Decros  Point,  where,  being  in  13£  feet  of 
water  and  my  ship  drawing  12^  feet,  1  went  about  and  stood  offshore, 
and  am  now  on  my  way  down  to  my  station. 

They  are  evidently  building  a  battery  between  Saluria  and  the  light¬ 
house,  but  as  yet  I  do  not  think  they  have  more  than  two  guns 
mounted.  Inside  1  saw  a  schooner  and  two  sailboats;  the  schooner, 
however,  got  underway  and  stood  in  to  Espiritu  Santo  Bay,  doubtless 
fearing  an  attack. 

I  would  most  earnestly  beg  permission,  sir,  to  include  this  pass  in 
my  station  for  the  present,  and  unless  you  send  me  orders  to  the  con- 
trary  I  shall,  after  Captain  Hooper  leaves,  take  an  occasional  run  up 
here  from  Aransas,  as  it  is  but  40  miles  distant. 

A  couple  of  steamers  and  a  three-masted  schooner  have  been  seen 
inside  the  bay  here  several  times  by  the  Rachel  Seaman. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederic  S.  Hill, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany. 
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Letter  from .  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Bailey ,  /T.  A.  Navy ,  regarding  general  matters. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
Mississippi,  above  Port  Hudson ,  April  W,  1863. 

My  Dear  Admiral  :  I  received  your  kind  letter  in  relation  to  the 
Oneida,  and  I  have  sent  Captain  Emmons  over  to  take  command  of 
her.  I  did  not  object  to  }~ou  or  W  ilkes  sending  her  over  in  pursuit 
of  the  Oreto,  but  as  soou  as  the  track  was  lost  she  should  have  been 
sent  back  to  Mobile,  where  we  were  expecting  a  raid  from  Buchanan, 
and  our  force  was  not  equal  to  his,  particularly  as  his  were  mostly 
ironclads.  You  say  truly,  my  friend,  that  one  disaster  begets  another; 
the  capture  of  the  Harriet  Lane  and  the  abandonment  of  Galveston 
was  not  only  the  most  unfortunate  thing  that  has  ever  happened  to  the 
Navy,  but  the  most  shameful  and  pusillanimous.  The  Lndianola  was 
equally  as  bad;  those  vessels  were  surrendered  without  a  show  of 
tight.  The  vessels  were  not  injured,  and  ten  resolute  men  would  have 
saved  either  of  them.  Blake  made  a  good  fight;  his  officers  and  men 
behaved  well,  but  his  vessel  was  a  shell,  and  that  iron.  My  disaster 
in  passing  Port  Hudson  was  a  misfortune  incidental  to  battle,  but 
the  damage,  with  the  exception  of  the  loss  of  the  Mississippi,  was 
nothing;  the  smoke  was  so  thick  that  the  pilots  could  not  see.  I 
worked  through  by  the  compass  as  I  did  by  Jackson,  and  had  my 
pilot  in  the  mizzentop.  I  had  to  stop  firing  two  or  three  times  to 
see  the  land.  We  did  not  suffer  enough  to  be  noticed.  One  man 
fell  overboard;  we  thought  he  was  killed  and  fell  over,  but  it  appears 
the}r  heard  him  cry  for  assistance  from  one  of  the  other  ships.  We 
had  only  2  slightly  wounded.  Had  the  ships  not  grounded  we  would 
all  have  gone  through  without  the  least  trouble  and  very  little  damage. 
We  lost  a  most  excellent  young  officer  in  Cummings,  of  the  Richmond. 
McKinstry  is  getting  well,  and  I  am  delighted  to  think  we  got  off  so 
well.  If  1  had  gotten  two  more  vessels  past  we  would  have  starved 
them  out  at  Port  Hudson  and  at  Vicksburg  by  cutting  off  their  sup¬ 
plies  from  the  Red  River  country;  as  it  is,  we  pinch  them  very  much. 
If  the  soldiers  had  attacked  Port  Hudson  the  night  we  came  by,  I 
think  there  is  scarcely  a  doubt  but  they  would  have  captured  it;  but 
the  rule  is  to  believe  all  the  stories  circulated  by  intelligent  contra¬ 
bands,  and  if  our  army  has  21,000  men,  the  rebels  send  a  negro  to  swear 
they  have  30,000  or  40,000,  and  that  ends  the  matter;  it  would  be 
absurd  to  attack  them.  We  must  have  the  advantage  or  there  is  no 
fight;  and  as  the  rebels  can  beat  us  at  that  game  of  lying,  so  they  beat 
us  in  the  campaign. 

We  have  been  doing  a  little  fighting  on  the  Teche,  and  I  hope  Banks 
will  capture  a  few  thousand  of  the  rebels,  but  I  fear  they  will  slip 
through  his  fingers.  We  have  taken  the  Queen  of  the  West,  but  I 
have  not  learned  how  yet.  The  lndianola  was  aground  when  I  passed 
up  to  Vicksburg,  and  I  intended  to  blow  her  up  and  destroy  her 
effectually,  but  we  had  a  blow  a  night  or  two  before  I  came  down,  and 
when  I  went  to  look  for  her  she  had  slid  off  into  deep  water  and  dis¬ 
appeared;  she  was  more  than  half  under  water  when  I  passed  up.  I 
hope  soon  to  hear  of  the  fall  of  Charleston,  and  then  I  shall  look  for 
the  ironclads  to  finish  my  work,  and  if  alive,  go  home  and  retire  to 
my  home  and  spend  the  few  remaining  years  I  may  be  spared  with  my 
family.  I  regret  that  it  has  neither  been  in  my  power  to  send  the 
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Calhoun  to  Key  West  for  condemnation  nor  yet  have  her  condemned 
at  New  Orleans,  but  she  is  in  no  condition  to  go  outside;  in  fact,  she 
is  not  safe  anywhere,  but  she  acts  as  a  fort  where  she  is  until  J  can 
repair  her;  she  was  duly  appraised  and  will  be  your  good  prize  when 
she  is  condemned.  It  is  a  great  shame  that  they  do  not  give  us  a  couit 
at  New  Orleans,  as  there  are  so  many  little  vessels  that  can  not  be  sent 
away,  and  besides  I  can  not  spare  the  officers  and  men  to  take  them  to 
a  Northern  port. 

I  have  now  been  absent  from  my  command  six  weeks  and  know 
nothing  of  what  is  going  on  below,  but  I  suppose  the  commodores 
who  are  charged  with  the  different  stations  are  getting  along  very 
well;  thev  say  no  news  is  g’ood  news,  and  1  hear  of  no  disasters,  and 
therefore  hope  for  the  best.  Thank  God,  I  am  always  hopeful  and 
trust  in  God  for  the  result. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey. 

Commanding  Eastern  Blockading  Squadron ,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Many,  commanding  _  U.  S.  S. 

Brooklyn ,  of  arrival  at  Ship  Island  for  repairs  to  engines  of  that 

vessel. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Ship  Island ,  April  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  left  the  Pensacola  navy  yard  this  morning  and  anchored  here 
at  8  p.  m.,  to  avail  myself  of  the  facilities  of  a  machine  shop  estab¬ 
lished  at  this  place  for  repairing  the  engines. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Vincennes ,  storeship  Relief  ,  and  steamer  J.  P. 
Jackson  are  present. 

In  passing  the  blockade  off  Mobile,  Captain  Goldsborough,  in  com¬ 
mand,  reported  all  quiet  there. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant  Ilill ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  hark  William  G.  Anderson ,  claiming  a  share  in  prize  schooner' 
Nymph  April  23,  1863. 

U.  S.  Bark  William  G.  Anderson, 

Off  New  Orleans,  June  16,  1863. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  present  the  claim  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  this  ship  to  a  share  in  the  prize  money  resulting  from  the  capture 
of  the  schooner  Nymph,  from  Belize,  Honduras,  while  endeavoring 
to  evade  the  blockade  off  the  port  of  Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.,  on  the  22d  of 
April. 

On  the  morning  of  April  22,  at  5  o’clock  a.  m.,  being  early  daylight, 
this  ship  was  at  anchor  about  7  miles  to  the  south  of  Pass  Cavallo, 
when  two  schooners  were  discovered  from  this  ship  to  the  northeast, 
one  of  them  about  2^  miles  inshore  of  the  other  vessel.  The  outer 
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vessel  was  recognized  as  the  U.  S.  schooner  Rachel  Seaman ,  with  whom 
we  had  parted  company  the  previous  evening;  the  other  appeared  a 
suspicious  vessel,  and  as  she  was  standing  in  toward  the  harbor  of  Pass 
Cava  Ho,  I  at  once  dispatched  an  armed  boat  to  overhaul  her  and 
ascertain  her  character. 

.  ship  was  at  the  time  about  5  miles  distant  from  the  last-men¬ 
tioned  schooner.  My  boat  succeeded  in  boarding  the  schooner,  but 
found  she  had  already  been  taken  possession  of  by  a  boat  from  the 
II.  8.  schooner  Rachel  Seaman ,  who,  being  at  the  least  3  miles  nearer 
than  this  ship  to  the  prize,  had  got  her  boat  on  board  about  twenty- 
five  minutes  before  my  boat  reached  the  Nymph. 

The  Nymph  was  sufficiently  near  this  ship  for  me  to  discern,  with 
the  aid  of  a  spyglass,  the  English  colors  she  hoisted  when  the  Rachel 
Seaman  commenced  the  chase.  1  also  made  a  signal  for  the  return  of 
mv  boat  from  the  Lymph ,  and  1  received  an  answer  to  it. 

I  enclose  a  certified  muster  roll  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship 
on  the  22d  ot  April.  I  forward  this  to  the  Department,  as  the  vessel 
and  cargo  have  not  been  adjudicated  in  a  prize  court,  but  were  sold 
by  order  of  Commodore  H.  W.  Morris  at  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederic  S.  Hill, 

Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hooper ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  schooner  Rachel  Seaman,  regarding  the  capture  of 
the  schooner  Nymph. 

U.  8.  Schooner  Rachel  Seaman, 

Off  Pass  Cavallo,  April® 3,  1863. 

Sir:  Enclosed  I  send  prize  list  of  this  vessel  at  the  time  of  the 
capture  of  the  prize  schooner  Nymph.  The  Nymph  was  captured  by 
this  vessel  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  April,  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade  at  this  place.  At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  while 
lying  at  anchor  6  miles  8.  S.  E.  from  the  light-house,  saw  a  small 
schooner  bearing  about  northwest,  4  miles  distant,  heading  directly 
for  the  light-house.  I  immediately  sent  an  armed  boat  in  pursuit  (the 
wind  being  very  light),  and  commenced  getting  underway  with  this 
vessel  also,  to  chase.  On  discovering  this  vessel  they  wore  round  on 
board  the  Nymph  and  run  to  the  southwest,  the  wind  being  about 
E.  8.  E.  at  the  time.  At  twenty  minutes  past  6  a.  m.  the  boat  boarded 
the  Nymph.  This  vessel  at  the  time  was  due  south  from  the  light¬ 
house,  6  miles  distant,  and  the  Nymph  bore  from  this  vessel  W.  N.  W., 
4  miles  distant.  I  should  judge  her  to  be  not  over  1^-  miles  from  the 
beach.  The  captain,  when  being  questioned,  said  he  was  from  Belize, 
bound  to  Matamoras.  He  admits  that  he  had  clear  and  pleasant 
weather  all  the  passage,  and  there  appears  to  be  charts  and  instruments 
on  board  sufficient  to  navigate  across  the  Atlantic.  I  will  also  state 
that  at  about  the  time  of  boarding  the  prize  I  sighted  the  bark  W.  G. 
Anderson  at  anchor  to  the  southward,  about  10  or  11  miles  distant.  I 
think  it  -would  be  impossible  for  any  person  on  board  the  Anderson  to 
have  seen  the  prize  before  I  had  possession. 
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The  Nymph  is  16  tons  burden,  loaded  with  general  cargo  consisting 
of  coffee,  rice,  medicines,  dry  goods,  shoes,  etc.;  has  a  provisional 
register,  dated  at  Belize,  Honduras,  March  26,  1863. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Quincy  A.  Hooper, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman ,  Jr.  S.  Army,  to  Commodore 

Morris ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  need  of  protection  for  Pass  a 

V  Outre. 

Headquarters, 

Department  of  New  Orleans ,  April  23,  1863. 

Commodore:  Yours  of  the  21st  was  duly  received.  1  regret  that 
you  are  not  able  to. post  a  guard  boat  at  Pass  a  l’Outre.  No  other 
sort  of  guard  can  be  of  any  use  there  under  present  circumstances.  If 
there  be  any  dangerous  point  about  New  Orleans,  that  is  the  one, 
where  vessels  can  enter  and  ascend  to  Fort  Jackson  without  hin¬ 
drance,  and  without  any  knowledge  of  it  on  our  part  until  they  arrive 
there. 

The  information  which  I  had  the  honor  to  convey  to  you  some  time 
ago  relative  to  the  force  in  Mobile,  and  which  has  twice  been  corrobo¬ 
rated  by  intelligent  men,  shows  that  the  nucleus  of  a  powerful  navy, 
which  has  already  been  formed  in  those  waters,  having  now  five  iron¬ 
clads  and  three  wooden  gunboats  ready  for  service,  is  intended  for 
something  more  than  the  mere  defense  of  Mobile. 

The  traitor  captain  of  the  Fox  and  his  crew  have  of  course  imparted 
to  the  authorities  at  Mobile  our  condition  as  to  defenses. 

At  this  time  I  would  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  what  I  have 
before  intimated  to  General  Banks,  that  the  land  defenses  at  the  para¬ 
pet  are  now  sufficiently  strong  to  resist  any  force  the  enemy  can  bring 
in  that  direction,  and  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  th  f Portsmouth 
be  removed  to  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  or  should  there  be  any  con¬ 
trolling  impediment  to  that  course,  which  can  not  be  foreseen  by  me, 
I  would  suggest  as  the  next  best  position  one  in  the  vicinity  of  Forts 
Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

If  the  latter  position  be  taken,  however,  1  would  like  to  have  the 
honor  of  further  communication  with  you  on  the  subject. 

I  have  ordered  the  telegraph  wire  to  be  reestablished  to  Pass  a 
l’Outre. 

I  regret  that  the  only  boat  you  have  available  at  this  time,  and  which 
could  have  been  placed  at  the  Pass,  should  have  been  sent  away,  for 
the  purpose  she  has,  by  the  advice  of  General  Banks. 

The  guarding  of  that  Pass  is  worth,  in  my  estimation,  all  the  cotton 
in  Louisiana. 

I  am,  commodore,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Commodore  Morris, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  U.  S.  S.  Pensacola. 
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Report  of  Captain  Goldsborough ,  U  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer  of  Mobile, 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Elias  Beckwith.' 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile,  April  3. J,  1863. 

Sir:  I  take  pleasure  to  inform  you  the  gunboat  Pembina ,  one  of  the 
blockading  vessels  off  this  port,  Lieutenant-Commander  Jonathan 
Young  commanding,  captured,  on  the  23d  instant,  the  sloop  Elias 
Beckwith ,  from  Havana,  bound  to  Mobile,  with  an  assorted  cargo. 

I  have  put  a  prize  crew  on  board  and  sent  her  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  below  Port  Hud¬ 
son,  regarding  the  opening  of  communication  with  Rea?'- Admiral 
Farragut. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Below  Port  Hudson ,  La. ,  April  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  we  yesterday  opened 
communication  again  with  the  admiral  by  signal,  and  to-day  sent  a 
messenger  over  with  dispatches,  who  returned  safely  at  dark  with  a 
full  mail  from  the  ships  above  and  dispatches  to  you  from  the  admiral. 
The  latter  I  have  placed  in  charge  of  Mr.  Bogart,  my  clerk,  who  will 
deliver  them  to  you. 

In  a  private  letter  to  me  the  admiral  says:  “  Why  can’t  they  send  us 
coal  in  the  Arizond  or  some  other  vessel  up  the  Atchafalaya  River? 
It  is  all  clear.”  I  suppose  he  has  written  to  you  on  the  subject. 

Respectfully,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 

Captain  a?id  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Commodore  Morris, 

Commanding  Lower  Bivision,  etc. 


Order  of  Commander  Mullany,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Hill,  U.  S.  Navy,  declining  permission  to  extend  his 
station  to  Pass  Cavallo. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex.,  April  35,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  21st  instant.  Your  request  to  have  your  station  extended  so  far 
as  to  include  Pass  Cavallo  can  not  be  complied  with.  You  are  author¬ 
ized,  however,  to  communicate  occasionally  with  the  blockading  vessel 
stationed  off  that  point. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Comdr.  and  Senior  Officer ,  Comdg.  Naval  Lo?'ces  Coast  of  Texas. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Hill,  LI.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U  S.  Bark  TI .  G.  Anderson,  of  Aransas,  lex. 
n  w  r — vol  20 - 11 
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Order  of  Commodore  Morris ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Mullany , 
U  S.  Navy ,  for  the  presence  of  a  man-of-war  at  Matamoras. 


U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  April  27,  1863. 

Sir:  *  *  *  I  have  received  reliable  information  that  the  Texans 

are  prepared  to  capture  two  iron  steamers  expected  to  arrive  from  New 
York,  one  named  the  Melville,  the  other  Tobol  Cain ,  bound  for  Mata¬ 
moras.  They  expect  to  capture  by  boats  off  that  port  when  the}" 
arrive;  also,  that  there  are  a  number  of  other  vessels  loaded  with  con¬ 
traband  of  war,  from  Havana  and  Nassau,  New  Providence,  which 
carry  English  colors,  but  are  not  entitled  to  wear  any,  and  have  no  legiti¬ 
mate  papers,  their  cargoes  being  intended  to  be  run  over  the  bound¬ 
aryline  into  Texas.  I  am  informed  that  the  presence  of  a  man-of-war 
there  will  drive  them  all  off.  If  you  can  possibly  spare  a  vessel  to 
visit  that  place,  even  though  it  should  be  but  for  a  short  time,  it  will 
have  a  very  salutary  effect. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commanding  U  S.  S.  Bienville ,  Coast  of  Texas. 


The  schooner  Forest 
down  to  you. 


King,  with  150  tons  of  coal,  is  chartered  to  go 

Henry  W.  Morris. 


[Telegram.] 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  April  27,  1863. 

(Received  10  a.  m.,  28th.) 

1  have  just  intercepted  an  English  letter  which  contains  evidence 
that  an  attempt  is  soon  to  be  made  to  break  the  blockade. 

Two  lines  of  steamers  are  said  to  be  underway  for  the  Liverpool 
and  New  Orleans  trade.  The  Georgia,  of  2,686  tons  register,  the  first 
of  three  vessels,  has  just  been  completed,  February  27,  for  the  own¬ 
ers,  Ferrie  &  Brothers,  of  Liverpool.  1  will  send  you  the  letter. 

Wm.  S.  Smith, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Shankland,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  destruc¬ 
tion  by  fire  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Preble  at  Pensacola. 

Navy  Yard,  Pensacola,  April  28,  1863. 

Sir:  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  report  the  total  destruction  of  the 
L .  S.  ship  Preble,  while  lying  at  anchor  off  the  town  of  Pensacola,  on 
the  morning  of  the  27th  instant.  At  9:  30  a.  m.  the  alarm  of  tire  was 
made.  I  immediately  started  for  the  deck,  and  in  passing  from  m v 
cabin  saw  a  volume  of  dense  black  smoke  and  flame  issuing  from  the 
forehold.  I  instantly  ordered  to  beat  to  quarters,  and  at  the  same  time 
made  every  effort  to  subdue  the  tire.  At  9 : 40,  finding  the  fire  increas¬ 
ing  lapidly ,  1  ordered  Mr,  Ivnowlton,  acting  ensign  and  executive 
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officer,  to  have  the  magazine  flooded  and  to  inform  me  when  the  fire 
reached  the  bulkhead  of  the  wardroom.  At  10:15  or  thereabouts  the 
fire  had  reached  the  wardroom  bulkhead.  I  instantly  gave  the  word, 
“All  hands  leave  the  ship,”  as  I  found  it  impossible  to  save  her.  1 
beg  to  state  that  all  hands  did  their  duty  in  trying  to  subdue  the  flames. 
The  officers  and  men  lost  all  their  personal  effects. 

At  10:  50  the  ship  blew  up. 

From  a  report  from  Vincent  B.  Clark,  landsman,  I  learn  that  the 
fire  originated  by  the  carelessness  of  William  J.  Wilson,  ship’s  cor¬ 
poral,  temporarily  acting  captain  of  the  hold.  I  can  not  learn  further, 
than  he  was  emptying  a  barrel  of  tar  oil  into  the  tank ;  neither  can  I 
tell  if  he  had  an  open  light  or  a  lantern.  My  orders  have  been  very 
positive  that  no  open  light  be  used  on  any  account  in  the  hold. 

For  a  list  of  casualties  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  accompanying 
report  of  Surgeon  Janies  S.  Knight. 

I  respectfully  ask  that  a  court  enquiry  be  called  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  Shankland, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Endorsement.] 


From  all  I  can  learn,  no 
officer  of  the  Preble. 
Respectfully, 


blame  can  be  attached  to  the  commanding 


A.  Gibson, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  A  float. 


[Enclosure.] 

Pensacola  Navy  Yard,  April  38,  1863. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  beg  to  report  the  following 
casualties  which  happened  during  the  burning  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Prebh 
on  the  27th  instant: 

John  Norris,  boatswain’s  mate;  hand,  feet,  and  face  badly  burned. 
William  King,  master  at  arms;  hand  burned  slightly. 

William  Vetterline,  marine;  contusion  of  great  toe. 

William  J.  Wilson,  ship’s  corporal;  suffocated. 

Respectfully, 

James  S.  Knight, 
Assistant  Surgeon ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

William  F.  Shankland, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman ,  US.  Army ,  to  Commodore 
Morris ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  army  vessels  Land/rip  and 
Alliance. 

Headquarters, 

Department  of  New  Orleans ,  April  38,  1663. 

Commodore:  Your  letter  of  yesterday  was  received.  The  Landrip, 
at  the  South  West  Pass,  has  been  telegraphed  to,  to  proceed  to  Pass 
a  1’Outre  and  relieve  the  Alliance. 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


164 

To  make  it  sure,  it  would  probably  be  better  for  you  also  to  tele¬ 
graph  the  captain  of  gunboat  in  South  West  Pass  to  convey  the  order 
to  go  to  Berwick  Bay,  to  the  Alliance.  I  have  telegraphed  to  Captain 
Palmer,  the  quartermaster’s  agent  there,  to  send  the  order  to  the 

Alliance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Commodore  Morris, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  U.  S.  S.  Pensacola. 


Order  of  Commander  Mullany ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 

Lieutenant  Hooper ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  Rachel 

Seaman ,  to  blockade  Pass  Cavallo. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  April  38,  1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  you  are  supplied  with  water  and  provisions  you  will 
return  to  your  station  off  Pass  Cavallo,  and  there  keep  up  as  strict  a 
blockade  as  circumstances  will  admit  of. 

In  case  your  crew  should  be  in  want  of  medical  aid  at  any  time,  you 
are  authorized  to  communicate  with  the  bark  TP.  G.  Anderson,  sta¬ 
tioned  off  Aransas,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  it. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  supply  steamer  you  will  place  on  board  of  her, 
for  passage  north,  the  two  men  who  were  condemned  by  medical  sur¬ 
vey  on  the  25th  instant. 

Your  supply  of  water  must  be  used  sparingly,  in  order  that  you  may 
be  enabled  to  remain  on  your  station  as  long  as  your  provisions  will 
hold  out. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces  off  Coast  of  Texas. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Quincy  A.  PIooper, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Schooner  Rachel  Seaman. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Morris , 

TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  adjudication  of  prizes  at  Northern 

courts. 

Navy  Department,  Ajpril  39,  1863. 

biR:  1  our  letter  of  the  18th  instant  has  been  received  and  duly 
considered. 

There  seems  to  be  no  objection  to  having  the  prize  property  now  at 
New  Orleans,  to  which  you  refer,  adjudicated  at  a  Northern  court. 
It.would  be  advisable  to  refer  the  property  to  the  court  for  the  dis¬ 
trict  of  Massachusetts,  at  Boston,  for  such  adjudication,  as  that  court 
has  already  had  similar  cases  brought  before  it. 

The  proper  steps  to  be  taken  are  these: 

1.  The  amounts  at  which  the  several  prizes  were  appraised  should 
be  deposited  with,  or  carried  to  the  credit  of,  the  assistant  treasurer 
at  Boston,  making  a  separate  deposit  in  each  case,  designating  each  by 
the  name  of  the  vessel. 
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2.  The  officer  at  New  Orleans,  in  charge,  should  send  the  names  of 
the  prizes  and  of  the  capturing  vessels  of  each,  and  a  brief  statement 
of  time  and  place  of  capture,  and  the  facts  relied  upon  for  procuring 
a  condemnation  to  the  United  States  district  attorney  at  Boston. 

3.  There  must  also  be  sent  the  order  for  appraisement  in  each  case, 
and  the  return  of  the  appraisers,  with  the  best  schedule  of  the  cargo 
that  can  be  made. 

4.  There  must  be  affidavits  showing  as  to  each  case  why  the  vessel 
and  cargo  were  not  sent  in  for  adjudication,  as  that  the  vessel  was  not 
thought  seaworthy  for  a  voyage,  the  cargo  perishable,  etc. 

If  these  facts  do  not  exist,  and  the  vessel  or  cargo  is  taken  solely  for 
the  necessities  of  the  Government,  that  necessity  should  be  made  strictly 
to  appear  by  affidavits. 

5.  If  the  master,  officers,  or  any  of  the  crew  of  the  prize  are  in 
custody,  they  should  be  sent  to  the  court  for  examination. 

6.  If  the  crew  of  a  prize  vessel  are  not  sent  into  court  with  the 
vessel,  there  should  be  affidavits  to  show  why  they  were  not  sent. 

7.  Whether  the  crew  of  a  prize  are  sent  into  court  with  the  vessel 
or  not,  there  should  be  all  the  evidence  possible  from  the  captors  to 
show  that  the  prize  should  be  condemned,  and  to  show  what  vessels 
were  in  sight  or  signal  distance. 

The  master,  mate,  and  two  of  the  crew  of  the  Antona,  whom  you 
say  you  held  as  prisoners,  should  be  sent  to  Boston,  in  accordance  with 
the  fifth  specification  above. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  Henrt  W.  Morris, 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Comm  ander  Mullany ,  ZJ.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Galveston, 
regarding  provisions  and  repairs  to  vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  May  1 ,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  27th  ultimo,  advising  me  of  the  dispatch  of  $15,000  for  this  ship 
and  $5,000  for  the.  New  London;  also  that  a  coal  vessel  with  450  tons 
of  coal  is  on  her  wa}r  here. 

The  gunboats  on  this  station  are  provisioned  for  one  month,  and  this 
ship  for  three  months  from  to-day’s  date.  I  think  it  advisable  to  send 
provisions  down  by  the  15th  instant,  sa}^  three  months  for  the  four 
gunboats,  two  months  for  the  bark  117  G.  Anderson,  and  two  months 
for  this  ship.  The  gunboats  average  65  rations  each,  the  Anderson 
about  80,  and  this  ship  150. 

1  herewith  forward  a  letter  from  Commander  Abner  Read,  and  the 
accompanying  report  from  his  engineer,  in  relation  to  the  condition  of 
the  New  London ,  and  in  doing-  so  let  me  state  that  both  the  Itasca  and  the 
Sciota  will  have  to  be  sent  up  for  repairs  very  soon,  and  that  the  boilers 
of  the  Owasco  and  Katahdin  are  getting  troublesome.  When  the 
Cayuga  comes  down,  I  propose  to  send  them  up  to  New  Orleans  tor 
repairs,  one  at  a  time,  unless  instructed  otherwise. 

The  gunboats  require  about  six  master’s  mates  among  them  and  this 
ship  three. 


1C)  6 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Permit  me  to  state,  sir,  that  it  is  with  considerable  difficulty  that  1 
have  been  able  to  coal  this  ship  since  my  arrival  here.  Owing  to  the 
rough  sea  that  generally  prevails,  and  to  the  swell,  even  when  it  is  not, 
blowing,  I  have  found  it  unsafe  to  bring  a  coal  vessel  alongside  of  this 
ship,  and  therefore  have  been  compelled  to  coal  with  boats.  As  our 
consumption  is  large,  this  is  a  slow  process,  and  occupies  so  much  of 
our  time  as  to  seriously  interfere  with  the  gun  exercises  and  other 
duties  of  the  ship,  to  say  nothing  of  the  destruction  to  the  boats. 
Screw  ships  having  no  guards  or  wheels  projecting  can  manage  toler¬ 
ably  well,  but  it  is  at  a  risk  that  they  bring  vessels  alongside  of  them. 
Permit  me  to  suggest,  sir,  that  this  ship  would  be  much  more  efficient 
if  she  was  stationed  nearer  to  a  coaling  depot,  where  she  could  take  in 
coal  promptly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pensacola ,  Pew  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Adams ,  II.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
interception  of  trade  in  Mississippi  Sound. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Ship  Lsland ,  May  3,  1863. 

Commodore:  1  send  you  enclosed  herewith  a  requisition  for  a  gallej^ 
for  U.  S.  S.  •/.  P.  Jackson.  Her  galley  is  used  up.  I  sent  all  the 
papers  to  Commodore  Hitchcock,  but  got  answer  from  Commodore 
Smith,  who  writes  me  it  will  save  time  to  send  requisition  for  new 
galley  to  you.  1  have  nothing  to  report  from  this  station.  The 
Brooklyn  is  still  here  repairing. 

If  you  can  send  me  some  old  canvas  I  think  I  can  fix  a  protection 
for  your  spars.  I  heard  of  a  good  deal  of  small  trade  being  carried  on 
between  New  Orleans  and  villages  along  the  sound.  I  fitted  out  a 
schooner  and  have  sent  her  cruising  to  break  up  said  trade.  She  has 
captured  two  small  craft,  both  of  which  were  abandoned  by  their 
crews  and  had  no  papers  on  board. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding  at  Ship  Lsland. 

Commodore  H.  W.  Morris, 

Senior  Naval  Officer ,  TJ.  S.  S.  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans. 


Capture  of  loaf’s  crew  from  TJ.  S.  hark  TP  G.  Anderson ,  at  St.  Joseph's 

Island ,  Texas ,  May  3 ,  1863. 

Report  of  Commander  Mullany,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Galveston,  transmitting  report 

of  commanding  officer. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  May  9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  report  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Hill,  commanding  II.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson ,  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  enemy  has  captured  his  gig  and  five  of  the  crew,  and  that  his 
ship  is  in  a  crippled  condition  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  his  anchor 
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a,n.d  ^ deletion  of  his  capstan.  I  have  directed  him  to  anchor  his 
snip  at  the  bouth  West  Pass  and  to  report  to  3Ton  in  person. 

I  consider  that  the  attempt  to  raft  off  cotton  from  the  beach  is  ill 
advised. 

The  Lew  LondoPs  boiler  has  been  surveyed  and  pronounced  unsafe. 
1  piopose  to  send  her  to  New  Orleans  as  soon  as  the  Cayuga  returns, 
file  Itasca  is  also  in  bad  condition,  and  I  fear  J  shall  have  to  send  her 
away  also,  which  will  leave  but  a  small  force  on  the  coast  of  Texas. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

.  Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Commodore  Henry  W.  W.  Morris, 

Senior  Naval  Officer ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting-  the  exchange  of  the  captured  men. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  17 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  report  from  Acting-  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Frederic  S.  Hill,  commanding  the  U.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson ,  that 
five  of  his  crew,  viz,  Edward  Cady,  seaman  (captain  of  forecastle),  Pat¬ 
rick  Costello,  John  Stewart,  Robert  Anderson,  James  Ceder,  lands¬ 
men,  were  captured  3d  May  last,  at  St.  Joseph’s  Island,  Texas,  and 
are  now  prisoners  of  war  at  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill  prays  that  they  may  be  exchanged 
for;,  and  I  would  state  that  they  were  captured  while  trying  to  secure 
a  prize  which  they  had  chased  ashore. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Gomdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  gyro  tew. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  escape  of  one  of 

the  captured  men. 

IT.  S.  Bark  W.  G.  Anderson, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  October  15,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  James  Ceder, 
landsman,  one  of  the  five  men  of  this  ship’s  crew  captured  by  the 
rebels  on  St.  Joseph’s  Island,  Texas,  on  the  3d  of  May  last,  has  returned 
to  this  ship,  having  effected  his  escape  from  his  place  of  imprisonment 
near  Houston  on  the  16th  of  August.  Ceder  made  a  journey  of  nearly 
600  miles  on  foot  through  the  enemy’s  country,  and  only  escaped 
recapture  by  the  liberal  and  very  frequent  aid  he  received  from  the 
Unionists  he  encountered  during  his  trip. 

As  Ceder’s  term  of  service  expired  in  August  last,  and  he  desired  to 
be  discharged  at  this  port,  I  have  complied  with  his  wishes  and  given 
him  his  discharge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederic  S.  Hill, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  U.  S.  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson,  F.  S.  Hill,  acting  volunteer  lieutenant, 

U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

April  87,  1863.— Off  Aransas  Pass.  At  1:15  p.  m.  the  captain  and 
doctor  went  in  the  bay  in  the  gig'.  At  4:20  p.  m.  heard  tiring  ashore. 
Sent  the  second  cutter  to  his  assistance.  At  5:30  p.  m.  gig  and  second 
cutter  returned  and  reported  that  the  rebels  had  fired  eight  shell  at  the 
gig  from  a  light-artillery  battery  on  Mustang  Island.  The  boat  was 
not  hit. 

April  30. — At  5:10  a.  m.  saw  a  sail  bearing  N.  W.  by  W.  Called 
all  hands,  cleared  away  No.  3  gun  of  port  battery,  and  fired  a  solid 
shot,  but  did  not  stop  him.  Slipped  our  chain  and  stood  in  for  the 
bar.  The  schooner  in  the  meantime  passed  over  the  bar  and  anchored 
inside  near  the  light-house.  We  opened  fire  on  her  as  soon  as  in  range 
with  our  starboard  battery  and  pivot  gun,  but  she  was  out  of  range 
and  we  hauled  offshore.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. ;  working  ship  offshore. 
Made  a  sloop  to  northward  working  that  way.  At  1:30  p.  m.  sent 
boats  to  cut  off  the  sloop.  She  seemed  to  be  a  blockade  runner.  The 
sloop  ran  ashore  about  6  miles  north  of  light-house;  crew  deserted  her. 
She  had  cotton.  Sea  so  bad  boats  could  not  board  her.  Boats  returned 
to  the  ship  at  sundown.  At  8  p.  m.  sent  launch  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master  George  Taylor  to  guard  the  sloop  till  morning. 

May  A— At  10  a.  m.  boats  landed  and  commenced  getting  off  the 
sloop.  At  1 : 30  sent  the  dingey  with  men  and  officers’  dinners.  Heavy 
firing  at  a  distance.  At  7  p.  m.  all  boats  returned  with  officers  and 
men;  left  sloop  on  the  beach  water-logged. 

May  3. — At  12:30  p.  m.  sent  launch  and  cutter  and  gig,  in  charge 
of  Acting  Masters  William  Bailey  and  George  Taylor,  to  tow  off  the 
cotton  landed  from  the  sloop.  At  2:30  the  other  boats  were  just  in 
the  edge  of  the  breakers  when,  as  the  gig  landed,  a  large  body  of  men 
rushed  down  from  the  sand  hills  firing  as  they  advanced.  The  launch 
and  cutter  succeeded  in  getting  off,  although  hit  several  times,  but  the 
gig  was  captured  and  her  crew  of  five  men  made  prisoners.  During 
this  time  fired  five  shots  from  the  pivot  gun,  but  could  not  reach  the 
enemy.  Hove  short,  made  sail,  but  did  not  get  underway,  as  the  wind 
was  right  offshore.  At  3:30  launch  and  second  cutter  returned  on 
board  and  reported  Edward  Cady,  captain  forecastle,  Robert  Anderson, 
landsman,  John  Stewart,  landsman,  Patrick  Costello,  landsman,  James 
Cedar,  landsman,  gig’s  crew,  prisoners  to  rebels. 


Report  of  Captain  Hobby,  C.  S.  Army. 

Saint  Joseph’s  Island,  [Tex.],  May  J,  1863. 

Captain:  On  the  3d  instant,  about  2  p.  m.,  I  attacked  with  28  men 
of  my  company  three  Federal  launches,  containing  about  40  of  the 
enemy,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  one  launch  (captain’s  gig),  5  pris¬ 
oners,  6  new  superior  Sharps  rifles,  5  cartridge  boxes,  and  1  ammuni¬ 
tion  chest. 

One  of  the  remaining  launches,  being  about  300  yards  from  the 
shore,  had  also  surrendered,  and  was  pulling  toward  us.  I  ordered 
the  fire  on  it  to  cease,  and  the  men  to  secure  the  propertv  belongi no- 
to  the  gig  already  captured.  While  busily  engaged  in  this  the  bai'k 
opened  fire  upon  us  and  the  launch  began  to  pull  out  to  her.  We 
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again  fired  upon  it,  doing  much  execution.  We  could  distinctly  see 
the  men  in  the  launch  drop  their  oars  and  fall  as  we  fired.  Several 
bodies  were  also  seen  floating  in  the  water.  One  of  the  launches 
reached  the  bark  with  only  two  men  in  it.  The  third  launch,  being 
still  farther  out  in  the  Gulf,  pulled  out  of  our  range  at  the  beginning 
of  the  fight.  I  do  not  think  that  I  am  mistaken  in  estimating  the  loss 
of  the  enemy  at  20  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  I  can  not  too 
highly  praise  the  conduct  of  the  men  on  this  occasion;  they  were 
regardless  of  danger.  Their  enthusiasm  was  only  equaled  by  their 
bravery,  and  they  promptly  obeyed  every  command. 

The  captured  launch  was  carried  by  the  men  across  the  island,  a 
distance  of  2  miles,  to  Aransas  Bay. 

On  the  night  of  the  3d  I  removed  10  bales  of  cotton,  which  had  been 
captured  by  the  enemy,  and  placed  on  the  shore  of  Saint  Joseph’s 
Island,  and  carefully  concealed  it,  where  it  now  awaits  transportation. 

I  have,  captain,  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  Hobby, 

Captain ,  Comdg.  Company  1).  Eighth  Texas  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Captain  B.  F.  Neal. 


General  Order  (No.  66)  of  Major-General  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Tex.,  N.  Mex.,  and  Ariz., 

Corpus  Christi,  Tex. ,  May  % 0 ,  1863. 

The  major-general  commanding  takes  this  opportunity  to  express 
officially  to  Colonel  [A.  M.]  Hobby  and  the  officers  and  men  under 
his  command  his  high  sense  of  the  heroic  gallantry  which  has  rendered 
successful  their  efforts  in  repelling  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  effect 
a  landing  on  this  part  of  the  coast,  and  of  their  activity  and  energy 
exhibited  in  the  recent  brilliant  affair  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of 
a  launch  with  5  of  the  enemy  and  the  death  of  12  or  15  others.  This 
gallant  feat  was  performed  by  28  men  of  Captain  [E.  E.]  Hobbj^’s  com¬ 
pany.  Major-General  Magruder  feels  sure  that  those  of  the  troops 
who  have  been  ordered  to  Louisiana  bore  with  them  willing  hearts  and 
strong  arms  to  assist  their  sister  State  in  expelling  the  ruthless  invader, 
and  begs  to  assure  those  who  remain  that  he  feels  confident  that  Texas 
will  be  nobly  defended  while  her  sons  stand  between  the  enemy  and 
their  loved  homes. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Magruder: 

E.  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Letter  from,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut, IT.  S. 
Navy ,  transmitting  copies  of  warrant  regarding  the  suppression  of 
the  African  slave  trade. 

Navy  Department,  May  J,  1863. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  thirty  copies  of  the  special  warrant  of  the 
Department,  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  of  April  7,  1862,  for  the  suppression  of  the 
African  slave  trade.  You  will  address  them  to  the  commanding 
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officers  of  such  vessels  in  your  squadrons  as  may  most  likely  have 
occasion  to  exercise  the  privileges  and  rights  conferred  by  the  treaty, 
and  furnish  the  Department  with  a  list  showing  the  names  of  the 
vessels,  their  armament,  and  the  names  of  the  commanding  officers, 
respectively,  to  which  you  may  issue  the  warrant. 

You  will  notice  that  under  the  second  paragraph  of  article  2  of  the 
treaty  the  officers  must  not  be  of  lower  grade  than  lieutenant. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding ,  etc. ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  Morris ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  vessels  needing 

repairs. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  May  5,  1863. 

Sir:  1  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  condition  of  nearly  all  the  gun¬ 
boats  of  this  squadron  is  so  dilapidated  by  reason  of  the  giving  out  of 
their  machinery  and  boilers  as  to  incapacitate  them  for  performing 
much  more  service  on  blockade  duty. 

Captain  Goldsbo rough,  of  the  Colorado ,  reports  to  me  that  the  gun¬ 
boats  Pinola ,  Pembina ,  and  Pocahontas  require  very  extensive  repairs 
to  their  machinery  and  boilers.  They  have  been  surveyed  and  copies 
of  the  surveys  have  been  forwarded  to  you. 

1  have  directed  him  that  if  their  repairs  can  not  be  done  at  Ship 
Island  to  send  them  here  for  that  purpose.  He  also  informs  me  that 
the  machinery  and  boilers  of  the  Aroostook  are  beginning  to  give  wray, 
and  that  the  blockading  force  off  Mobile  has  become  so  reduced  in  con¬ 
sequence  that  he  can  not  make  it  effective  without  more  vessels. 

I  have  withdrawn  the  Genesee  from  Baton  Rouge  and  ordered  her 
to  him  at  Mobile  Bar.  She  has  been  here  a  wTeek  making  repairs  and 
will  be  ready  to  go  there  in  two  or  three  days  from  now.  I  will  send 
up  the  Monongahela  to  Baton  Rouge  to  replace  her. 

I  have  reports  from  Commander  Mullany,  of  the  Bienville ,  who  is 
at  present  senior  officer  off  Galveston,  that  the  New  London  and  Itasca 
are  almost  useless  for  want  of  extensive  repairs  to  their  machinery  and 
boilers.  He  will  send  them  up  here  for  that  purpose  as  soon  as  the 
Cayuga ,  which  is  now  here  undergoing  repairs,  shall  have  been  sent 
back  to  him;  but  the  tubes  in  the  Cayuga’s  boilers  are  constantly  giv¬ 
ing  out,  showing  that  they  all  want  renewing.  I  shall  send  her  back 
in  about  a  week  from  now. 

The  Kineo  is  also  here  and  has  been  undergoing  repairs  to  her  boilers 
and  machinery  for  over  two  weeks.  When  ready,  I  shall  send  her 
back  to  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Brooklyn  will  be  back  at  Galveston  about  the  loth  instant. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 

Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 
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Capture  of  the  steamer  Eugenie  by  the  TJ.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuvier ,  May  6 

1863.  ’ 

Report  of  Captain  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Mobile. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile,  May  7 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  take  pleasure  to  inform  you  the  steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler ,  one 
of  the  blockading  vessels  off  this  port,  Lieutenant-Commander  James 
E.  Jouett,  commanding,  captured  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  May, 
1863,  the  side-wheel  steamer  Eugenie ,  from  Havana,  bound  to  Mobile, 
with  an  assorted  cargo. 

I  have  put  a  prize  crew  on  board  and  sent  her  to  Key  West  for 
adj  udication. 

Her  passengers  and  crew  will  be  sent  home  in  the  supply  steamer 
Union. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Additional  report  of  Captain  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Mobile. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile,  May  8,  1863. 

Sir:  I  deem  it  proper  to  inform  you  that  the  steamer  Eugenie ,  cap¬ 
tured  on  the  night  of  the  6th  instant,  off  this  place,  was  fitted  out  at 
New  York  some  weeks  since  and  sailed  from  there  loaded,  I  learn,  with 
arms  and  ammunition  for  Havana  via  Nassau. 

Her  register,  manifest,  log  book,  and  all  writings  of  every  descrip¬ 
tion  were  thrown  overboard  during  the  chase;  her  hatches  were 
calked  down.  I  did  not  examine  her  cargo,  but  understood  after  she 
had  sailed  that  she  had  powder  on  board. 

She  is  a  new  side- wheel  steamer,  six  months  old,  coppered,  very  fast, 
about  100  tons,  and  would  make  a  fine  dispatch  boat  for  Admiral 
Farragut. 

Very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  the  judge  of  prize  court,  Key  West, 
requesting  that  the  prize  be  added  to  his  command. 


New  Orleans,  May  30,  [1863\. 

Will  you  be  pleased  to  have  the  prize  steamer  Eugenie  sent  to  New 
Orleans  for  service  in  my  squadron  after  she  is  adjudicated  by  the 
court  ? 

Very  respectfully,  D.  G.  Jarragut,  _ 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Judge  Marvin, 

U.  S.  Prize  Court ,  Key  West. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Commodore  Morris ,  IT.  S.  Wavy, 
regarding  the  disposition  of  prize  vessels  and  cargoes. 

Navy  Department,  May  7,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  April  18,  relative  to  the  disposition  of  prize 
vessels  and  their  cargoes  brought  into  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  has 
been  received.  A  reply  to  the  greater  portion  thereof  was  contained 
in  the  Department’s  letter  of  April  29.  The  Antona  and  cargo  may 
be  sent  to  Boston  for  adjudication,  in  the  manner  designated  in  the 
Department’s  letter  above  referred  to.  The  cargo  may  be  sent  in  the 
Antona ,  if  she  can  be  spared,  or  in  some  other  convenient  way,  at 
your  discretion. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  th-e  Wavy. 

Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris,  * 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola ,  Wew  Orleans ,  La. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  giving 
information  regarding  the  disposition  of  the  British  steamer  Antona. 


Navy  Department,  May  7 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  4th  instant,  inviting  my  attention  to  a  copy  of  a  communication  of 
the  29th  ultimo,  addressed  to  you  by  Lord  Lyons,  relative  to  the  case 
of  the  British  steamer  Antona ,  which  was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  S. 
Pocahontas  on  the  6th  of  January  last  and  taken  to  New  Orleans. 

The  Antona  was  sent  to  New  Orleans,  as  it  was  understood  that  a 
prize  court  was  to  be  established  there.  The  cargo  was  discharged 
and  the  vessel,  after  regular  appraisal,  taken  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  In  a  communication  dated  the  18th  ultimo  Commodore 
Morris,  the  senior  naval  officer  at  New  Orleans,  notified  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  condition  of  affairs,  no  prize  court  having  been  established, 
and  was  directed  to  send  all  the  papers,  cargo,  prisoners,  etc.,  to  Bos¬ 
ton  that  the  case  might  be  adjudicated  in  that  district. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy. 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


L,etter  from  Major-  General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Far- 
ragut ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  regarding  cooperative  movement  in  Red  River. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  op  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

A  lexandria,  May  8,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  I  shall  remain  here  a  few  days  until  communication  can 
be  opened  with  General  Grant  and  the  chances  of  cooperation  with 
him  be  ascertained.  In  the  meantime  we  desire  to  be  active,  and  shall 
move  toward  Shreveport,  giving  the  enemy  impression  that  we  advance 
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to  that  point.  Can  not  the  lighter  gunboats  now  with  you,  such  as 
the  Clifton ,  Reliance ,  or  Sachem ,  be  sent  to  us,  for  the  purpose  of 
movi ng  up  the  Red  River  as  far  as  may  be  safe  and  practicable  ?  W ith- 
out  losing  time,  this  may  give  us  important  results,  possibly  to  drive 
the  enemy  from  the  road  to  Shreveport,  in  the  direction  of  Niblett’s 
Bluff,  on  the  Sabine  River.  I  commend  this  to  your  consideration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Commodore  Farragut. 


Letter  from  Major-  General  Ranks ,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Farragut ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  advising  the  immediate  reduction  of  Port 
Hudson. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Alexandria ,  May  8,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  I  forward  to  you  a  general  statement  of  our  position. 
Nothing  can  exceed  the  spirit  and  discipline  of  our  troops. 

I  send  to-day  my  adjutant,  Colonel  Irwin,  to  communicate  with  you. 
You  mention  in  your  last  dispatch  that  you  are  in  doubt  whether  the 
reduction  of  Port  Hudson  or  Mobile  ought  first  to  be  attempted. 
There  are  many  reasons,  all  of  which  we  have  discussed  together, 
which  would  make  a  movement  against  Mobile  acceptable  to  me. 
So  strong  was  this  feeling  that  I  send  my  chief  of  artillery,  Brigadier- 
General  Arnold,  from  Opelousas  to  New  Orleans  to  ascertain  what 
transports  could  be  obtained  for  this  purpose.  Our  recent  success, 
military  and  naval,  makes  it  now  advisable  in  my  judgment  to  pursue 
a  different  course.  It  is  indispensable  that  your  fleet,  that  of  Admiral 
Porter,  and  the  army  of  General  Grant,  should  be  able  to  obtain  coal 
and  provisions,  in  whole  or  in  part,  from  New  Orleans.  I  have 
written  General  Grant  and  informed  Admiral  Porter  that  we  can 
furnish  these  supplies  by  the  Atchafalaya;  orders  have  been  given  to 
my  staff  officers  for  this  purpose.  There  are  five  or  six  schooners 
with  coal  on  their  way  to  you,  under  directions  of  Colonel  Holabird. 
Now  to  secure  the  operations  in  this  quarter  from  interruption  by 
want  of  supplies,  a  great  calamity  now,  let  us  open  the  Lower  Missis¬ 
sippi  by  the  reduction  of  Port  Hudson  at  once.  I  understand  from 
the  dispatches  of  General  Grant  that  such  is  his  desire.  He  asks  my 
cooperation  in  that  object  on  the  25th  May.  I  have  answered  I  can 
join  him  by  the  25th  May  or  the  1st  June  on  the  Bayou  Sara.  1  am 
now  sure  it  can  be  done  on  the  25th,  if  necessary.  We  can  concentrate 
all  our  forces  at  that  point  before  it  is  known  or  suspected.  With 
Porter’s  and  your  fleet,  Grant’s  forces  and  mine  united,  the  result  is 
certain,  and  only  the  work  of  an  hour.  We  can  give  the  enemy  the 
devil.  Let  us  once  concentrate,  the  first  time  in  this  war.  The  Mis¬ 
sissippi  open  below,  all  is  clear  for  the  most  successful  and  decisive 

results  of  the  war.  This  is  certainly  in  conformity -  *  *  * 

[N.  P.  Banks.] 


Admiral  Farragut. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Banks ,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Ca/ptain  Walke, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  the  delivery  of  dispatches  to  Bear- Admiral 
Farragut. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Alexandria ,  La. ,  May  9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request,  if  not  inconsistent  with  your 
instructions  from  Admiral  Porter,  you  will  order  the  Estrella  to  go 
down  the  river  in  the  morning,  to  carry  important  dispatches  to 
Admiral  Farragut. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Henry  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding ,  etc. ,  Lafayette. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U  S.  Navy ,  requiring  the 
enlistment  of  contrabands  on  naval  vessels. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Off  Baton  Rouge ,  May  9,  1863. 

Below  you  will  find  an  extract  from  a  communication  from  the  Navy 
Department  in  relation  to  the  enlistment  of  contrabands,  by  which  you 
will  be  guided. 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Flag-Officer ,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

“The  large  number  of  persons  known  as  contrabands  Hocking  to  the 
protection  of  the  United  States  flag  affords  an  opportunity  to  provide 
in  every  department  of  a  ship,  especially  for  boats’  crews,  acclimated 
labor.  Flag-officers  are  required  to  obtain  the  services  of  these  per¬ 
sons  for  the  country  by  enlisting  them  freely  in  the  Navy,  with  their 
consent,  rating  them  as  boys  at  $8,  $9,  and  $10  per  month,  and  one 
ration.  Let  a  monthly  return  be  made  of  the  number  of  this  class  of 
persons  employed  on  each  vessel  under  your  command.” 


Order  of  Commander  Mullany ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer 

Lieutenant  ILill,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  hark  William  G. 

Anderson. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex. ,  May  9,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  bark  IF.  G.  Anderson,  under 
your  command,  to  Pilot  Town  inside  of  the  South  West  Pass,  where 
you  will  anchor  until  you  can  communicate  in  person  with  the  senior 
naval  officer  present  at  New  Orleans,  and  receive  his  instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  off  Coast  of  Texas. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Hill, 

Commanding  U.  S.  hark  IF.  G.  Anderson,  off  Galveston,  Tex. 
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Report  of  Captain  Goldsborough ,  ZT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture 
of  the  schooner  Sea  Lion,*  May  9 ,  1863. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile,  May  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  take  pleasure  to  inform  you  the  gunboat  Aroostook,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  S.  R.  Franklin,  one  of  the  blockading  vessels  off  this  port, 
captured,  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  May,  1863,  the  schooner  Sea 
Lion,  from  Mobile,  bound  to  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  272  bales  of 
cotton. 

I  have  put  a  prize  crew  on  board  and  sent  her  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication. 

The  following  vessels  were  in  signal  distance  at  the  time,  and  are 
entitled  to  a  share  of  the  prize  money:  U.  S.  frigate  Colorado,  FT.  S. 
steamers  Lackawanna,  R.  R.  Cvyler,  Pocahontas,  Kanawha,  and 
Kennebec. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Captain  Marchand,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commissioner  of  Prize 

Court  at  Key  West,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Sea  Lion, 

May  9,  1863. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloor  Lackawanna, 

New  Orleans,  January  2,  186J 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  2d  November  last,  relating  to  the  prize  vessels  captured 
off  Mobile  and  condemned  in  the  U.  S.  district  court  at  Key  West. 

The  only  case  therein  mentioned  in  which  the  Lackawanna  claims  to 
be  a  joint  captor  is  that  of  the  schooner  Sea  Lion,  and  herewith  I  send 
an  authenticated  statement  upon  which  that  claim  is  based. 

The  addition  made  to  the  statement  above  referred  to  shows  that 
Lieutenant-Commander  Franklin,  who  made  the  capture,  has  been 
served  with  a  copy,  and  acknowledges  that  the  Lackawanna  was  within 
signal  distance  at  the  time. 

Your  communication  stated  that  no  claim  had  been  made  as  joint 
captor  by  any  ship  in  cases  of  steamers  Planter  and  Neptune.  I  do 
not  think  that  any  such  claim  can  be  made,  as  no  other  Government 
vessel  was  in  sight  at  anytime  during  the  chase,  at  the  captures,  or  for 
two  days  after  the  captures  were  made  by  the  Lackawanna. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 

Captain. 

George  D.  Allen,  Escp, 

Prize  Commissioner,  Key  West. 

[Enclosure.! 

In  relation  to  the  prize  schooner  Sea  Lion  in  the  U.  S.  district  court  for  the  Southern  District 

of  Florida. 

The  schooner  Sea  Lion  was  captured  on  leaving  Mobile  Bay  by  the 
U.  S.  gunboat  Aroostook  about  10  o’clock  on  the  night  of  May  9, 1863. 


*See  also  Series  1,  volume  17,  pp.  436-438. 
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At  the  time  of  the  capture  the  Sea  Lion  had  just  come  out  through 
the  Swash  Channel  and  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Lackawanna ,  one  of  the 
blockading  vessels,  was  off  the  Main  Ship  Channel;  the  distance 
between  the  two  vessels  was  not  greater,  if  so  distant,  as  4  miles. 

Shortly  before  the  capture  I  saw  from  the  deck  of  the  Lackawanna 
that  one  of  the  blockading  vessels  was  making  the  night  signal  that  a 
strange  sail  was  coming  out,  which  was  immediately  followed  by 
another  signal,  apparently  from  the  same  vessel  that  assistance  was 
wanted;  then  I  saw  the  flashes  and  heard  the  repeated  reports  of  heavy 
guns  from  the  vessel  or  vessels  where  the  signals  were  made.  Very 
soon  I  could  see  by  the  colored  signal  lights  that  other  vessels  of  the 
blockading  squadron  stationed  near  the  scene  of  action  were  on  their 
way  to  give  assistance.  The  Lackawanna  was  in  readiness,  but  could 
not  leave  her  station  off  the  Main  Ship  Channel,  unless  circumstances 
were  urgent,  and  such  did  not  seem  to  be  the  case,  as  in  a  few  minutes 
everything  was  quiet. 

After  the  lapse  of  some  time  I  saw  a  gunboat  which,  by  her  night 
signal,  I  recognized  to  be  the  Aroostook ,  with  a  schooner  in  tow;  this 
proved  to  be  the  Sea  Lion,  standing  toward  the  Colorado,  near  where 
[which]  she  was  anchored,  the  Colorado  being  about  a  mile  distant 
from  the  Lackawanna. 

This  statement  is  made  agreeably  to  the  rule  of  the  court,  with  a 
view  of  showing  the  Lackawanna1  s  claim  in  the  prize,  as  a  joint  captor. 

J.  B.  Marchand, 

Captain ,  Commanding  C.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Lackawanna. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  the  above-named  Captain  John  B. 
Marchand,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  declares  that  the  facts  set  forth  in 
the_ foregoing  statement  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief.  And  I  hereby  declare  that  I  am  not  interested  in  the  case. 

Done  on  board  the  U.  S.  sloop  Portsmouth ,  off  New  Orleans,  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1864. 

L.  C.  Sartori, 

Commander,  TJ.  S.  Ship  Portsmouth. 

[Addition  to  above  letter  made  by  Captain  Franklin.] 

The  U.  S.  S.  Lackawanna  was  within  signal  distance  at  the  time  the 
Sea  Lion  was  captured  by  the  Aroostook,  under  my  command,  as 
referred  to  in  the  foregoing  statement,  of  which  1  have  received  a  copy. 

S.  R.  Franklin, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

January  2,  1864. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Golds- 
oorough,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  disposition  of  prisoners  captured 
on  the  Sea  Lion  May  9,  1863. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans  June  33,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  letter*  of  t.he22dof  May  last,  enclosing  a  list  of  prisoners 
captured  in  the  Sea  Lion  and  Lsabel,  is  received  with  the  prisoners 
themselves. 


*  Not  found. 
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Lour  letter  states  as  follows: 


I  have  now  on  board  of  the 
rebel  and  blockade  runner. 


Colorado  Captain  Jefferson,  of  the  Isabel. 
I  ask  for  your  wishes  concerning  him. 


He  is  a  noted 


You  will  send  this  person  north  in  the  Bermuda ,  and  turn  him  over 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  station  with  a  copy  of  this  letter  to 
be  disposed  of  as  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  see  fit. 

I  am,  verjr  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

. ,  .  Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Colorado. 


Commendatory  letter  f  rom  Commander  Mullany ,  U.  8.  Wavy ,  to 
Lieutenant-  Commander  Madigan,  U.  8.  Wavy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 
Owasco,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Hanover. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  May  11,  1863. 
Sir:  lour  letter 71  of  the  10th  instant,  reporting  the  chasing  inshore 
and  subsequent  burning  by  the  boats  of  the  Owasco  and  Katahdin  of  the 
schooner  3-011  were  sent  in  pursuit  of  yesterday  morning,  is  received. 
It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  the  work  was  most  creditably  performed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  Madigan,  Jr., 

Commanding  U.  8.  Gunboat  Owasco. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Owasco ,  IAeutenant-  Commander  Madigan , 

U.  8.  Wavy ,  commanding. 

May  10, 1863.- — Off  Galveston.  At  11 : 15  a.  m.  Bienville  made  signal 
333.  Steamed  around  the  Bienville’s  stern  and  received  orders  to 
chase  strange  vessel.  Steamed  southward  and  westward.  At  12:  30, 
sail  in  sight  from  the  deck.  Made  all  sail  and  steam  in  chase.  At 
1:30  p.  m.  fired  a  shell  from  Xl-inch  and  rifle  guns,  the  schooner 
heading  in  toward  the  beach,  flying  the  English  flag.  Commenced 
firing  at  her  very  rapidly. 

At  2:15  the  schooner  ran  ashore;  the  crew  left  her  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible,  leaving  all  sail  set.  At  3:15  Acting  Master  Samuel  A.  Swin- 
nerton  went  in  the  first  cutter  with  an  armed  crew  and  boarded  her, 
setting  her  on  fire,  the  Katahdin'’ s  boat  in  company  with  ours.  Horse¬ 
men  were  advancing  from  the  direction  of  Galveston.  Shelled  the 
beach,  keeping  them  back.  At  4  the  schooner  in  full  blaze.  At  4:45 
the  boat  returned,  the  schooner  proving  to  be  the  Hanover.  At  5 
turned  back,  having  expended  36  rifle  shell,  13  Xl-inch  shell,  and  10 
Xl-inch  incendiary  shell. 

At  8:45  p.  m.  anchored  near  the  Bienville. 


n  w  r— vox,  20 - 12 


*  Not  found. 
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Letter  f  rom  Commodore  Palmer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-  General 
Banks ,  £7.  S.  Army ,  regarding  conditions  in  Port  Hudson. 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 

Off  Red  River ,  J/ay  77,  1863. 

My  Dear  General:  The  admiral,  as  you  are  aware,  has  left  me  in 
command  here  and  gone  down  to  New  Orleans.  I  have  also  four  gun¬ 
boats  with  me;  two  of  them,  the  Arizona  and  Switzerland ',  are  up  the 
river,  and  the  Albatross  and  Estrella  are  with  me.  Your  aid,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Crosby,  will  tell  you  of  our  affairs  here.  It  is  very  certain 
that  there  are  not  over  10,000  men  at  Port  Hudson,  and  from  many 
sources  we  hear  that  they  are  about  to  evacuate;  that  they  have 
already,  we  hear,  sent  away  two  of  their  heaviest  guns,  and  are  very 
much  straitened  in  provisions.  A  demonstration  upon  them  would,  I 
think,  insure  their  evacuation. 

It  seems  now  that  General  Grant  can  send  you  no  reinforcements. 
If  you  intend  coming  down,  and  I  can  be  of  any  assistance,  I  will 
cheerfully  remain  to  assist  in  the  attack  upon  Port  Hudson;  but  if 
this  be  not  your  intention  for  the  present,  I  shall,  within  the  coming 
fortnight,  run  the  blockade  some  favorable  night  and  join  the  fleet 
below,  as  the  admiral  is  very  anxious  for  me  to  come  down. 

I  send  you  seven  refugees  who  are  very  anxious  to  join  your  army. 
They  are  very  violent  Union  men  and  may  be  of  some  service  to 
you  as  pioneers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Report  of  Captain  Alden ,  referring  to  the  bombardment  of  Port  Hudson 

by  the  Mortar  Fleet. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Below  Port  Hudson ,  May  77,  1863. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  order  of  the  5th  instant  1  had  the 
mortar  vessels  placed  in  position  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
Commander  Caldwell,  of  the  Essex.  Some  delay  occurred  at  first  in 
the  absence  of  the  necessary  force  to  tow  them  from  Baton  Rouge, 
but  with  the  assistance  of  a  steamer  furnished  by  the  army,  they  were 
all  ready  to  commence  bombarding  on  the  8th  instant,  when  the  proper 
ranges  were  obtained,  and  the  firing  commenced  in  good  earnest  that 
evening  at  10  o’clock.  For  the  particulars  of  their  proceedings  since 
then,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  Commander  Caldwell’s  report,  which 
is  herewith  enclosed. 

On  the  second  morning  after  the  shelling  began,  I  observed  that  the 
enemy  had  brought  do.wn  guns  to  an  old  deserted  breastwork  within  a 
short  mile  of  the  mortar  vessels  and  were  firing  upon  them.  I  soon 
slipped  our  cable  and  with  our  100-pounder  Parrott  rifle,  which  was 
already  in  range,  did  good  execution  upon  the  rebel  batteries,  as  we 
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hastened  to  cover  the  mortar  vessels.  The  enemy’s  shot  and  shell 
passed  harmlessly  over  and  around  us  till  we  brought  our  broadside 
to  bear,  when  one  discharge  seemed  to  quiet  them  entirely;  indeed, 
we  have  not  heard  from  them  since,  although  thirty-six  hours  have 
elapsed. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  [James  AldenJ, 

Captain. 

Admiral  Farragut. 


Order  of  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Coolie,  V.  8.  Navy,  commanding  II.  8.  8.  Estrella,  to  return  to  Alex¬ 
andria  and  cooperate ■  with  the  army. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Off  Bed  River,  May  12,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  return  at  once  to  Alexandria  to  cooperate  with  the 
army  (wooding  by  the  way  if  necessary).  The  Arizona  and  Switzer¬ 
land  will  be  with  you;  should  the  Clifton  come  up,  I  will  also  send 
her.  You  will  be  careful  to  get  the  vessels  down  before  the  water 
falls,  and  return  to  your  old  station  at  Brashear  City.  In  this,  how¬ 
ever,  you  will  be  guided  very  much  by  the  necessities  of  the  army. 
Upon  your  arrival  you  will  report  in  person  to  Admiral  Farragut  at 
New  Orleans. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Estrella. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  condition 
of  affairs  upon  his  arrival  at  New  Orleans. 

No.  91.]  Flagship  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  May  12,  1863. 

Sir:  Since  my  No.  88  I  have  arrived  safely  in  New  Orleans.  I  went 
down  the  river  to  Port  Hudson  and  communicated  with  Captain  Alden, 
destroyed  all  the  sugar  and  molasses  that  I  could  lind,  and  returned  to 
the  mouth  of  Red  River  and  then  took  the  Sachem  and  came  down  the 
Atchafalaya  to  this  city.  1  am  now  making  arrangements  to  continue 
the  bombardment  of  Port  Hudson  until  the  place  is  attacked  and  the 
Hartford  down  the  river. 

I  find  that  Commodore  Morris  has  conducted  the  affairs  of  the 
squadron  with  as  much  ability  as  I  possibly  could  have  done;  he  has 
been  untiring  in  his  labors  to  keep  up  the  blockade  and  the  vessels 
well  supplied  and  their  wants  generally  attended  to. 

I  find  my  gunboats  are  all  giving  out  one  after  another;  the  Calhoun , 
Pembina,  Pocahontas ,  and  Pinola  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  and  the 
Itasca,  Sciota,  New  London ,  and  Owasco  on  the  coast  of  Texas,  all 
require  extensive  repairs;  the  Calhoun  and  Kensington  and  1  embina 
require  new  boilers. 
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I  can  not  but  think  that  this  is  owing  to  bad  engineering,  as  I  find 
that  when  the  engineer  in  charge  is  a  man  of  ability  the  engines  are 
generally  in  good  order  and  ready  for  service. 

Very  respectful^,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Jenkins,  U  S. 
Navy,  referring  to  the  value  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut’’ s  operations 
in  the  Mississippi. 

U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, 

Sh  ip  Island,  May  12,1863. 

Dear  Captain:  I  am  one  of  those  who  attaches  more  importance  to 
the  admiral’s  brilliant  move  up  the  river  than  to  anything  that  has 
been  done  b}^  navy  or  army  since  the  capture  of  New  Orleans.  It 
was  the  finishing  stroke  to  that  great  blow,  and  I  am  glad  the  admiral 
did  it  single  handed,  unassisted  from  other  quarters.  The  want  of 
provisions  soon  became  sensibly  felt  from  Vicksburg  to  Richmond, 
and  ensured  the  speedy  demoralization  of  the  Confederate  troops 
throughout  the  insurrectionary  States.  It  was  better  than  any  battle, 
for  it  is  of  wider  influence  and  more  generally  felt  than  any  battle. 
Men  can  not  hold  together  without  food,  besides  it  spares  neither 
widows  nor  orphans,  nor  maimed  nor  inhuman  men.  We  hear  of  men 
everywhere  deserting  their  ranks  and  seeking  to  be  captured  and 
paroled.  It  was  gallantly  done,  and  I  think  the  admiral  has  fairly 
wedded  his  name  to  the  Mississippi  through  all  ages  to  come.  The 
soldiers  will  have  easy  battles  to  fight  henceforth. 

I  shall  be  ready  to  start  for  Galveston  on  the  15th,  stopping  at  South 
West  Pass  on  the  16th.  There  being  only  two  boilermakers  here,  my 
repairs  are  done  only  in  part,  the  most  pressing,  the  others  (on  boil¬ 
ers)  are  left  till  another  time,  as  I  suppose  the  gunboats  off  Galveston 
are  all  pretty  well  used  up  by  this  time;  they  are  fragile  things. 

Will  you  be  good  enough  to  give  some  attention  to  the  requisitions 
which  I  send  with  this  to  the  admiral  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Mitchell, 
and  also  to  those  from  the  carpenters’  and  boatswains’  departments, 
which  I  forwarded  to  Commodore  Morris  on  the  23d  April,  bearing  in 
mind  that  the  gunboats  off  Galveston  are  always  crying  for  help  and 
can  get  it  only  from  this  ship.  The  Galveston  folk  aptly  spoke  of  the 
blockade  there  as  “the  Brooklyn  and  her  whelps,”  whose  lame  condi¬ 
tion  and  arrangement  they  were  always  quick  to  notice  and  record.  I 
have  sent  a  sketch  of  Galveston  batteries  to  the  admiral,  with  plans 
for  their  attack  when  there  are  troops  to  occupy  their  strongholds. 
Bolivar  Point  would  be  a  safe  and  convenient  point  at  which  to  summer 
his  troops— at  least  those  that  he  could  spare — though  I  don’t  know 
how  the  place  is  off  for  water.  It  must  be  abundant,  however,  as  there 
are  extensive  herds  of  cattle  grazing  there  in  full  view  from  our  ships. 
I  wish  you  would  ask  the  admiral  to  show  it  to  you.  Two  plans  are 
submitted.  Either  one  would  enable  him  to  dispense  with  half  of  his 
force  now  employed  there. 
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Refugees  bring  a  report  of  the  defeat  of  Stonewall  Jackson,  who 
attacked  the.  rear  of  Hooker.  They  speak  of  eveiybody  in  the  country 
being  in  abject  poverty,  dispirited,  and  wanting  peace,  though,  they 
say,  no  one  dares  to  allude  to  it  except  on  condition  of  independence. 
They  say  (not.  from  their  own  knowledge,  but  a  kind  of  instinct)  that 
the  people  of  Mobile  would  gladly  give  in  to  an  invading  army, 
nearly  all  their  troops  being  in  Mississippi  and  Tennessee.  Seven  lady¬ 
like  women  came  over  from  Mobile  to-day  on  their  way  to  New  Orleans, 
doubtless  fleeing  from  the  wrath  to  come,  though  one  of  them  says  she 
is  coming  right  back.  She  knows  better,  of  course. 

Please  make  m3''  kindest  regards  to  the  admiral. 

Yours,  very  cordially, 

H.  H.  Bell. 

Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Fleet  Captain ,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  /Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  courtesies 
extended  to  Confederate  officers  by  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

No.  89.]  Flagship  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  May  12,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  in  relation  to  Commodore  Bell  was  duly  received 
and  I  deeply  regret  that  the  Department  should  have  been  so  impressed 
by  some  unfriendly  person,  for  I  feel  assured  that  the  Government  does 
not  possess  a  more  patriotic,  zealous,  and  untiring  officer  in  his  exertions 
to  serve  it  than  is  Commodore  Bell.  Whatever  he  may  have  been 
prompted  to  do  in  a  little  matter  of  courtesy,  I  can  well  understand. 
He  is  a  man  of  very  acute  sensibilities  and  is  at  all  times  unwilling  to 
do  anything  that  might  be  considered  discourteous,  and  as  the  rebels 
are  now  considered  in  all  matters  of  intercourse  as  belligerents,  I  see  no 
reason  why  he  should  not  have  been  courteous  to  them,  and  I  doubt  if 
he  did  more. 

The  Brooklyn  is  at  present  undergoing  repairs  at  Ship  Island  and 
will  soon  be  ready  for  service.  Commodore  Bell  is  one  of  my  com¬ 
manders  who  never  takes  a  day  longer  to  get  his  ship  ready  for  service 
than  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  has  never  asked  for  more  force  than 
he  had,  knowing,  as  he  says,  that  I  always  do  the  best  for  them  all  that 
I  can. 

I  shall  investigate  this  matter  the  moment  I  can  find  an  opportunity. 
The  Department  does  not  appear  to  realize  the  difficulty  I  have  in  try¬ 
ing  officers  and  men.  I  would  require  a  standing  court  at  New  Orleans 
all  the  time.  I  am  compelled  to  treat  the  worst  cases  summarily  by 
sending  them  home  with  a  statement  of  their  cases  and  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  that  they  be  dismissed,  and  hope  they  will  be  approved  by  the 
Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Lettei'  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  consular  extract  from  Havana  regarding 
blockade  runners. 

Navy  Department,  May  1%,  1863. 
Sir:  The  following  extract  from  a  dispatch  dated  the  29th  ultimo, 
from  the  acting  consul-general  of  the  U nited  States  at  Havana,  indicates 
considerable  activity  in  the  running  of  the  blockade  at  Mobile: 

The  rebel  steamer  Nita,  laden  with  arms,  ammunition,  etc.,  sailed  on  the  25th, 
destination  Mobile,  but  put  back  the  next  morning,  reason  given  for  her  return  that 
her  coal  was  not  good.  She  is  still  lying  in  port.  The  notorious  Cuba  is  now  ready 
to  leave.  The  Soler  (Spanish)  is  taking  in  cargo;  so  is  the  Alice ,  which  has  so  many 
times  run  the  blockade  that  Smith,  the  commander,  is  paid  $5,000  each  trip.  The 
Atlantic  is  also  preparing  for  the  same  business,  and  I  am  informed  a  small  tugboat 
of  this  harbor,  the  Union,  has  been  purchased  by  the  blockade  runners.  The  rebel 
steamer  General  Buckner,  formerly  Laura,  arrived  here  with  cotton  from  Mobile, 
with  dates  to  the  24th.  She  has  already  opened  her  register  to  take  in  a  return  cargo. 


A  previous  dispatch  states  that  the  Nejptune  got  safely  into  Mobile 
on  the  16th  ultimo. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Neic  Orleans. 


Revort  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  his  expected  return 

to  Galveston. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Ship  Island ,  May  12,  1863. 

Sir:  I  expect  to  leave  here  in  the  Brooklyn  Friday,  15th,  for  the 
South  West  Pass,  stopping  there  on  nry  way  to  Galveston,  and  will  be 
glad  to  receive  any  instructions  that  you  may  have  for  me. 

The  ship  is  much  in  want  of  ammunition  for  small  arms,  being 
almost  destitute  in  those  branches.  They  could  not  be  supplied  at 
Pensacola. 

I  have  ordered  Lieutenant  A.  N.  Mitchell  to  report  to  the  senior 
officer,  U.  S.  Navy,  at  New  Orleans  to  try  and  obtain  the  ammunition 
called  for,  and  also  the  supplies  applied  for  by  requisition  forwarded 
from  Ship  Island  to  Commodore  Morris  on  the  23d  April,  which  I  beg 
you  will  grant,  many  of  them  being  pressing  necessities.  After  calk¬ 
ing  and  scraping,  the  hull  is  quite  bare  of  paint,  and  I  have  not  a 
pound  of  paint  nor  a  quart  of  oil  to  cover  her  nakedness. 

Some  provisions,  flour,  and  butter  are  also  wanted. 

I  beg  you  will  get  me  the  necessary  ammunition  from  the  army  if 
}rou  have  it  not  on  hand  in  your  storeship. 

The  Brooklyn! s  boilers  are  not  all  repaired,  but  feeling  sure  that  the 
gunboats  must  be  in  want  of  repairs  also,  I  hope  to  get  along  for  the 
present. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  submitting  plans  of  attach 
upon  the  defenses  of  Galveston. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Ship  Island ,  May  12,  1863. 

Sir:  Please  receive  herewith  a  sketch*  of  the  harbor  and  defenses  of 
Galveston  as  they  appeared  April  1,  when  I  sailed  from  that  blockade. 
The  chart  of  the  harbor  and  shoals  is  copied  from  the  U.  S.  Coast  Sur¬ 
vey.  The  forts  are  marked  in  red  ink. 

The  city  on  the  Gulf  side  is  protected  by  shoals  of  from  6  to  9  feet, 

extending  into  the  Gulf - }Tards,  thence  gradually  deepening  to 

18  feet.  In  addition  thereto  thej^  have  constructed  on  the  south  side 
a  bombproof  battery  with  iron-cased  embrasures  and  port  shutters, 
where  they  have  two  rifled  guns.  On  the  beach  near  the  middle  of  the 
city  is  another  battery,  and  at  the  northeast  end  of  the  city,  at  what  is 
called  the  Old  Hospital,  is  a  third  and  more  extensive  battery  mount¬ 
ing  rifled  guns.  Those  three  batteries  command  the  approach  to  the 
city  on  the  sea  side.  The  first-named  battery  can  be  successfully  flanked 
on  its  south  side  by  gunboats,  and  I  have  requested  officers  not  to  notice 
that  weak  point  till  the  proper  time  for  attacking  the  city. 

The  pilot  with  whom  I  am  provided  says  the  outer  shoals  and  main 
ship  channel  have  greatly  altered  from  the  charts,  and  all  the  buo}fs 
except  the  turning  buoy  into  the  harbor  have  been  removed,  while  the 
landmarks  are  few  and  by  no  means  prominent.  The  defenses  of  the 
approaches  to  the  inner  harbor  consist  of  a  carefully  constructed  fort 
on  Fort  Point  mounting  eight  guns,  and  are  being  casemated,  and  of  a 
battery  at  Pelican  Spit  mounting  four  or  six  guns,  three  of  these  show¬ 
ing  great  prominence  and  believed  to  be  quakers.  One  or  more  rams 
lie  every  night  behind  Pelican  Spit.  The  main  ship  channel  into  the 
harbor  between  these  forts  has  been  for  the  last  two  months  constantly 
avoided  by  their  boats  larger  than  small  rowboats,  all  their  intercourse 
with  Pelican  Spit  being  made  several  miles  around  Pelican  Island. 
The  defenses  of  the  harbor  consist  of  the  fort  on  Fort  Point  already 
named,  two  batteries  between  that  and  the  city,  one  of  them  casemated, 
number  of  guns  not  known;  also  a  casemated  battery  of  two  guns 
(when  Captain  lienshaw  occupied  the  city)  near  the  lower  wharf.  This 
battery  has  been  extended  across  to  connect  with  the  battery  at  Old 
Hospital  for  defense  on  the  Gulf  side.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  city 
is  another  battery,  force  not  known. 

They  were  driving  piles  in  the  bay  across  from  Pelican  Island  toward 
the  mainland  above  Virginia  Point. 

Five  miles  from  the  city  a  railroad  bridge  crosses  from  Galveston 
Island  to  Virginia  Point,  and  2  miles  to  the  westward  of  that  they  are 
constructing  another  bridge,  as  if  providing  against  the  destruction  of 
one  or  other  of  them.  The  ends  of  these  bridges  are  defended  by  earth¬ 
works  seen  from  our  mastheads. 

They  have  some  steamboats  in  the  bay,  some  of  them  barricaded,  and 
one,  at  least,  a  veritable  ram. 

There  are  two  plans  of  attack: 

1st.  For  partial  occupation,  viz,  of  the  channel  between  Fort  Point 
and  Bolivar  Point,  to  prevent  blockade  running. 

2d.  An  attack  for  the  final  occupation  of  the  city  and  island. 

*Not  found. 
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For  the  tirst,  the  occupation  of  Bolivar  Point,  Pelican  Spit,  and 
Fort  Point  would  be  necessary,  assisted  by  two  or  three  gunboats. 
The  main  ship  channel  to  the  harbor  being  considered  as  closed  with 
obstructions,  there  remains  but  one  approach  from  the  ba}r,  viz,  that 
via  Pelican  Spit. 

Fort  Point  is  already  so  strong  as  to  be  easily  made  impregnable  on 
the  land  side,  assisted  by  one  or  two  gunboats.  Pelican  Spit  and 
Bolivar  Point  are  also  defensible  with  the  same  assistance.  One  thou¬ 
sand  men  could  occupy  and  defend  the  three  points  named  against  all 
adversaries,  whether  from  without  or  from  within. 

The  plan  of  attack  would  be  to  assault  at  night  Fort  Point  and  all 
the  batteries  on  the  neck  between  it  and  the  city.  Fort  Point  flanks 
and  dominates  Pelican  Spit,  and  the  latter  would  speedily  fall  under 
the  attack  of  that  fort  and  the  gunboats.  The  assault  would  be  cer¬ 
tain^  successful  if  conducted  with  secrecy,  for  there  appear  to  be 
very  few  soldiers  present  who  manifest  perfect  security  to  themselves. 
One  thousand  white  soldiers  would  suffice. 

Plan  of  attack  for  final  occupation  of  city  and  island: 

Land  5,000  men  on  the  Gulf  side  of  the  island  from  3  to  4  miles 
from  the  cityr,  and  attack  the  works  at  the  head  of  the  bridges,  burn¬ 
ing  the  latter,  at  the  same  time  sending  two  steamboats  drawing  not 
more  than  4  feet  through  St.  Louis  [San  Luis]  Pass  into  the  bay  to 
assist  in  burning  the  bridges  and  to  shell  their  troops  in  the  rear. 
The  bridges  gone,  and  the  boats  established  on  West  Bay,  all  supplies 
of  men  and  provisions,  except  through  the  city,  would  be  cut  off,  and 
the  rest  would  soon  follow. 

If  the  movement  be  kept  secret  and  conducted  with  celerity,  I  think 
the  troops  would  not  encounter  more  than  one  regiment.  The  dela}r 
of  twenty-four  hours  before  the  city  would  probably  enable  them  to 
gather  4,000  or  5,000  men. 

Bolivar  Point  is  a  pleasant,  green  plain,  dry  and  shaded  in  places, 
capable  of  encamping  10,000  men. 

Veiw  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blckdg.  Squadron ,  New  Orleans,  la. 


Order  of  Commodore  Morris ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Mullany , 
IT  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer  off  Galveston ,  regarding  rations. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  May  13,  1863. 

Sir:  I  send  you  by  the  Tennessee  three  months’  rations  for  300  men. 
They  were  put  on  board  of  her  before  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
1st  of  May,  specifying  the  number  of  rations  which  would  be  required 
for  the  vessels  of  your  division;  but  I  estimate  that  the  quantity  now 
sent,  will  be  near  the  mark.  At  any  rate,  I  wish  you  to  receive,  if 
possible,  and  distribute  all  that  is  now  sent  down.  The  Tennessee  also 
takes  down  the  stores  in  the  other  departments  which  the  requisitions 
called  for,  which  could  be  furnished. 

The  Cayuga  has  sailed  for  Sabine  Pass  to-day.  You  had  better  send 
up  the  New  London  for  her  repairs. 
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I  wish  you  to  inform  me,  as  near  as  you  can  estimate,  how  long  that 
quantity  will  last  you,  and  when  you  will  require  another  one  to  be 
there,  so  as  to  give  me  the  time  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
to  send  another  one  down  to  you  in  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 

Commander  J.  11.  M.  Mult. any, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bienville ,  Senior  Officer  off  Galveston. 


Report  of  Major-  General  Banks ,  U.  S.  Army ,  regretting  his  inability 
to  cooperate  at  once  against  Vicksburg . 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Alexandria ,  La.,  May  12,  1863 — 8  a.  rn . 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  the  10th  instant  I  received  by  the  hand 
of  Captain  I H.  A.]  Differs  this  morning  at  6:30.  1  regret  to  say  that  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  join  you  at  Vicksburg  in  time  or  with  force  to 
be  of  service  to  you  in  any  immediate  attack.  *  *  *  The  utmost  1 

can  accomplish  is  to  cross  for  the  purpose  of  operating  with  you  against 
Port  Hudson.  *  *  *  My  advance  is  now  60  miles  above  Alexandria. 

The  only  course  for  me,  failing  in  cooperation  with  you,  is  to  regain 
the  Mississippi  and  attack  Port  Hudson  or  to  move  against  the  enemy 
at  Shreveport.  Port  Hudson  is  reduced  in  force,  but  not  as  you  are 
informed.  It  has  now  10,000  men  and  is  very  strongly  fortified.  This 
is  the  report  of  Admiral  Farragut,  whose  fleet  is  above  and  below  the 
works. 

I  regret  very  much  my  inability  to  join  you.  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sincere  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Major-General  Grant, 

Commanding  forces  before  Vicksburg. 


Report  of  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  proposed 
operations  against  Port  Hudson. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Alexandria,  La. ,  May  13,  1863. 

I  have  sent,  subsequent  to  the  dispatch  of  yesterday,  transmitted  by 
Captain  Gibbs,  a  note  of  this  date,  informing  you  of  my  determina¬ 
tion  to  join  you  at  all  hazards  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  x  *  x 
My  belief  is  that  your  first  suggestion  of  sending  a  force  to  cooperate, 
with  us  against  Port  Hudson  is  best. 

Port  Hudson  can  be  reduced  without  delay  and  with  perfect  certainty 
if  you  can  assist  us  with  from  10,000  to  20,000  men.  x  x  _x  I 
earnestly  urge  upon  you  the  consideration  of  this  subject  in  this  light, 
but  should  it  be  impossible  for  you  to  conform  with  it  I  shall  move  to 
you  as  soon  as  possible  with  the  force  that  I  have  stated.  At  best  the 
movement  against  Port  Hudson  can  delay  us  but  a  few  days,  and  will 
not  only  give  you  our  cooperation,  but  will  free  }7our  cavalry  from 
the  difficulties  which  now  prevent  its  return. 
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M}r  headquarters  will  be  at  Simmesport  to-morrow. 

The  moral  effect  of  the  reduction  of  Port  Hudson  upon  Vicksburg 
and  the  junction  of  our  forces  after  that  will  be  inappreciably  great. 

N.  P.  Hanks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Major-General  Grant, 

Commanding  Forces  at  Vicksburg . 


Letter  from  Major-  General  blanks,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Farragut ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  urging  the  retention  of  the  feet  above  Port 
Hudson. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Alexandria ,  May  13,  1863. 

In  my  note  of  yesterday  the  word  “insanity”  was  written.  It 
should  have  been  “unwise.”  Nevertheless  do  not  withdraw  the  fleet 
from  above  Port  Hudson;  it  is  of  vital  consequence  to  us  for  the 
present.  Its  withdrawal  would  lose  to  us  all  that  has  been  gained  in 
the  campaign  from  the  passage  of  the  fleet  to  this  day,  as  it  would 
reopen  to  Port  Hudson  the  now  closed  avenue  of  supplies. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Farragut,  LJ.  8.  Navy ,  proposing  operations  against  Vicksburg. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Alexandria,  [Za.],  May  13,  1863. 

Our  reconnoissances  since  my  dispatch  of  yesterday  show  that  it  is 
practicable  for  us  to  join  General  Grant  at  Vicksburg.  I  shall  make 
every  sacrifice  and  hazard  everything  to  effect  this  junction.  My 
command  will  move  to  Simmesport  to-day,  making  that  the  base  of 
our  operations,  and  transport  the  army  to  Grand  Gulf  b}^  transports 
and  by  such  naval  vessels  as  can  assist  us.  Unless  its  place  can  be 
supplied  by  an  equally  efficient  force  it  will  be  impossible  to  with¬ 
draw  the  Hartford  and  the  other  vessels  from  above  Port  Hudson. 

If  there  is  any  disposition  to  evacuate  Port  Hudson,  our  movement 
will  compel  it,  until  which  it  is  indispensable  that  the  supplies  from 
this  side  of  the  Red  River  should  be  cut  off,  and  that  their  communi¬ 
cation  with  the  country  in  the  rear  of  their  fortifications  should  also 
be  restricted.  General  Augur  will  receive  instructions  to  this  end, 
and  I  most  earnestly  protest  against  the  withdrawal  of  the  Hartford 
until  this  is  accomplished.  I  will  keep  you  informed  of  our  movements 
daily. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  vei'37  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Fleet  at  New  Orleans. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Nary , 

^  Navy ,  regarding  the  restriction  of  trade  with 

Brazos  Santiago. 


Commodore  Bell , 
Matamorus  and 


U.  S.  Flagship, 

New  Orleans ,  Za.,  Jfoy  FI 

Commodore:  1  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  honor¬ 
able  Secretary  of  the  Nav}r,  relative  to  the  trade  with  Matamoras  and 
Brazos  Santiago. 

.  ^  ou  wil1  ca.us?  one  of  y°ur  vessels  to  visit  the  last  named  at  short 
intervals,  as  it  is  reported  that  vessels  pass  in  and  out  of  that  port 
constantly. 

As  to  Matamoras,  I  do  not  myself  comprehend  how  that  trade  can  be 
stopped  as  long  as  the  l  nited  States  keep  up  the  trade  and  foreigners 
can  always  plead  a  right  to  trade  with  Mexico. 

I  see  but  little  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  preventing,  for  the  present, 
importation  into  Texas  via  Matamoras  except  by  occupying  the  latter 
coast,  which  can  only  be  done  by  troops. 

You  will,  however,  do  the  best  you  can  to  prevent  vessels  running 
in  to  Brazos  Santiago  or  the  adjacent  inlets.  I  am  also  informed  that 
a  privateer  or  privateers  of  small  class  are  fitting  out  at  Brazos. 

I  shall  send  you  additional  vessels  as  fast  as  I  can,  but  there  appears 
to  be  such  a  demand  for  them  to  replace  those  breaking  down  that  I 
can  not  venture  to  specify  the  time  when  it  will  be  in  ni}7  power  to 
send  them. 

Very  respectfully, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Commodore  Henry  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Outside  Squadron , 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn ,  Ship  Island. 


Report  of  Commodore  Palmer,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general  matters. 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 

Off  Red  River ,  May  If  1863. 

My  Dear  Admiral:  I  send  you  two  dispatches,  one  received  -this 
morning,  the  other  yesterday,  which  speak  for  themselves.  Did  you 
ever  see  such  vacillation  ?  I  shall  expect  to  see  him  to-morrow  or  next 
day  and  have  no  doubt  he  will  implore  me  to  go  up  with  him  to  Vicks¬ 
burg.  This  necessity  he  must  clearly  prove  to  me  before  I  consent. 
He  has  now  got  up  to  Alexandria  the  Estrella ,  Arizona ,  and  Switzer- 
land ,  all  which  were  sent  him  with  an  idea  that  he  was  going  to  follow 
the  enemy  up  toward  Shreveport.  Porter  sent  him  the  two  latter, 
and  persuaded  me  to  let  him  have  the  Estrella  also.  Porter  came  down 
day  before  yesterday  in  his  tug,  dined,  and  spent  the  night  with  me. 
On  the  following  morning  the  Benton  and  Price  having  arrived,  he 
went  up  to  Vicksburg,  the  Price  towing  the  Benton ,  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  taking  up  the  rest  of  his  fleet  from  Grand  Gulf  and  being 
present  at  the  capture  of  Vickburg  (if  it  ever  takes  place). 

I  believe  I  wrote  you  in  my  last  that  Grant  had  sent  to  Banks  to 
come  up  and  help  him;  at  the  same  time  Banks’s  messenger  was  on  his 
way  to  ask  of  Grant  to  render  him  a  similar  favor. 
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Porter  has  given  me  the  Pittsburg ,  and  my  intention  had  been  before 
this  to  have  had  the  Pittsburg  and  Albatross  down  at  Bayou  Sara.  But 
the  former  has  no  coal,  and  until  Porter  sends  down  a  coal  barge  she 
will  be  unable  to  move.  I  have  been  hourly  in  expectation  of  a  coal 
vessel  arriving  here  from  Brashear  City,  but  question  now  whether 
one  is  even  on  its  way.  The  Sachem  yesterday  evening  was  some 
5  or  6  miles  above  here  on  its  way  to  us,  but  as  she  had  not  made 
her  appearance  this  morning  1  suppose  she  is  aground  as  usual.  I  sent 
the  Albatross  up  to  see  about  her,  and  when  the  Albatross  returns, 
which  I  hope  will  be  in  an  hour  or  two,  I  shall  have  to  send  her  up  to 
Grand  Gulf  with  important  dispatches  for  General  Grant,  which  notify 
him  of  Banks’  intended  juncture. 

This  Banks  begs  me  to  do,  as  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance;  instead 
of  sending  one  of  the  gunboats  he  had  with  him  on  this  mission,  I 
suppose  he  keeps  them  to  convoy  and  bring  liis- troops  down  the  Red 
River. 

I  suppose  you  have  heard  from  Banks  urging  my  stay  up  here. 

I  hope  you  will  write  me  whether  you  prefer  my  remaining  until  the 
reduction  of  Port  Hudson,  which  I  suppose  will  be  attempted  by  the 
combined  armies  as  soon  as  they  succeed  at  Vicksburg;  but  you  know 
how  dilatory  they  are,  and  I  may  have  to  remain  up  a  month  longer. 
As  soon  as  possible  I  shall  send  down  a  couple  of  vessels  to  Bayou 
Sara.  When  the  Lafayette  comes  down  she  will  remain  at  this  anchor¬ 
age  and  I  shall  then  make  my  headquarters  at  Bayou  Sara,  come  down 
and  communicate  with  Alden  occasionally. 

The  Sacliem  has  arrived.  She  did  not  get  on  shore,  but  only 
anchored  for  the  night. 

Very  truly,  yours,  etc., 


Jas.  S.  Palmer. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  Cooke ,  TJ.  S.  Nary ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Estrella ,  regard¬ 
ing  the  removal  of  army  headquarters. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Alexandria ,  La. ,  May  If  1863. 

SfR:  I  am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  inform  you  that 
these  headquarters  will  move  to  Simmesport  this  morning,  on  the 
Empire  Parish ,  and  that  Brigadier-General  Weitzel  will  remain  at 
Alexandria  in  command  of  the  rear  guard  of  this  army  until  the  17th 
instant,  when  he  will  move  to  the  junction  of  the  Bayou  Huffpower 
road  to  Simmesport  and  the  road  to  Opelousas. 

The  commanding  general  desires  that  you  will  communicate  to  any 
transport  that  may  arrive  here  his  orders  that  she  return  to  Simmes¬ 
port  and  there  receive  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Richard  B.  Irwin, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke,  U.  S.  Na\T3r, 

Commanding  Estrella. 
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Report  of  Commander  Mullany,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Galveston, 

regarding  coal. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  May  If  1863. 
The  brig  A.  Hopkins  leaves  here  to-day  for  New  Orleans  via 
Sabine  Pass,  where  she  is  ordered  to  deliver  the  balance  of  her  cargo 
of  coal  to  the  vessels  on  that  station. 

The  schooner  Forest  King  has  arrived  here  with  a  cargo  of  coal, 
which  will  be  sufficient  to  supply  our  wants  for  the  ensuing*  three 
weeks.  Another  coal  vessel  should  be  sent  in  time  to  arrive  here 
about  the  Tth  or  8th  of  June.  The  weekly  consumption  of  all  the 
vessels  on  this  station  at  the  present  time  is  from  100  to  125  tons. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Pensacola,  Sen  ior  Officer,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Alden,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  squadron  above  Port  Hudson. 

New  Orleans,  May  15,  1863. 

Telegraph  to  Commodore  Palmer  to  remain  above  Port  Hudson  with 
his  squadron  until  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  James  Alden, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Naval  Forces,  below  Port  Hudson. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-  General 
Banks ,  TJ.  S.  Army,  referring  to  operations  against  Vicksburg . 

May  15. 

My  Dear  General:  I  have  received  your  several  dispatches,  and 
I  see  that  you  now  determine  to  join  General  Grant  for  the  grand 
attack  upon  Vicksburg.  It  appears  to  me  that  that  battle  will  be 
fought  before  your  arrival.  My  instructions  to  Commodore  Palmer 
are  to  remain  so  long  as  he  can  contribute  to  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson, 
and  I  shall  communicate  with  him  immediately  across  the  point  at  Port 
Hudson.  You  appear  to  forget  that  Admiral  Porter  has  more  force 
in  ironclads  than  [my]  whole  squadron.  I  feel  anxious  that  Port  Hud¬ 
son  should  be  taken,  to  open  communication  with  my  fleet,  then  I  could 
send  up  a  force  that  might  render  efficient  service.  There  is  no  force 
worth  speaking  of  at  Port  Hudson  now,  and  Grierson  has  cut  the  rail¬ 
road  within  8  miles  of  the  terminus.  I  shall  be  at  Baton  Rouge 
to-morrow  or  next  day,  and  will  go  if  General  Augur  will  not  move 
against  it.  It  is  generally  believed  that  they  are  evacuating  it. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly  your  friend, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Comdg.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Ildqrs.  at  Alexandria,  La. 
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Letter  f  rom  the  U  S.  cons  ul  cit  Lon  don  to  the  Secretory  of  State ,  regard¬ 
ing  a  proposed  attempt  by  the  Confederates  to  break  the  blockade. 

U.  S.  Consulate, 

London ,  May  15 ,  1863. 

Sir:  The  rumor  of  an  impending  attack  by  a  Confederate  force  on 
one  or  more  of  our  blockading  squadrons  has  again  reached  me  through 
different  channels.  As  I  have  before  warned  you  that  the  insurgents 
meditated  such  an  attack  when  no  attack  followed,  I  receive  all  these 
rumors,  not  based  on  sufficient  facts,  with  more  or  less  distrust.  The 
danger  of  a  sea  attack  must  be  judged  of  by  the  necessities  of  the 
rebels  and  their  power  to  make  such  an  attack.  I  may  be  permitted 
to  say  that  in  my  judgment  the  wisely  directed  energy  and  prompt¬ 
ness  of  the  Navy  Department  in  placing  a  sufficient  protective  and 
blockading  force  at  each  of  our  leading  harbors,  and  an  active  force 
under  the  control  of  Admiral  Wilkes,  has  thus  far  prevented  such  an 
attack. 

But  now  the  necessitous  circumstances  of  the  Confederates  may 
drive  them  to  hazard  the  attempt  to  break  the  blockade  at  some  lead¬ 
ing  port,  say  Charleston,  Wilmington,  or  some  port  on  the  Georgia 
or  Florida  coast,  or  possibly  Mobile.  If  they  make  the  attempt  the 
main  object  will  be  to  run  in  a  large  fleet  of  blockade  runners  with 
provisions  and  army  supplies.  If  they  once  fairly  break  and  raise 
the  blockade  at  any  one  point,  they  expect  to  keep  it  open  for  sixty 
days  at  least.  You  are  aware  that  they  have  added  largely  to  their 
steam  fleet  recently.  How  many  of  these  will  be  converted  into  fight¬ 
ing  ships  in  Bermuda,  Nassau,  and  the  West  India  waters,  to  be  added 
to  the  Alabama ,  Florida ,  and  Virginia ,  to  be  aided  by  the  rams,  gun¬ 
boats,  and  other  craft  in  the  harbors  they  purpose  to  attack,  it  is 
impossible  to  say.  If  they  should  not  succeed  in  opening  the  ports 
they  attack,  they  would  expect  to  run  in  a  large  number  of  blockade 
runners  during  the  fight.  In  fact  they  may  not  expect  to  do  much 
more  than  get  in  large  supplies  at  present.  Their  necessities  may 
compel  them  to  make  the  attempt  before  they  get  their  ironclads 
ready.  I  may  also  mention  as  a  suspicious  circumstance  in  connection 
with  their  extraordinary  exertions  to  get  together  a  large  fleet  of 
steamers  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  the  fact  that  they  appear  to  be  making 
equally  great  exertions  to  get  over  all  the  best  quality  guns  of  large 
size  they  can  and  with  as  much  expedition  as  possible.  Immense  steel 
guns  are  brought  from  the  famous  works  of  Krupp,  in  Prussia,  and 
they  have  Fawcett  and  Preston’s  and  other  establishments  in  this 
country  hard  at  work  for  them.  Unquestionably  a  great  many  are 
going  out  to  take  their  chance  of  getting  through  that  we  never  hear 
of,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  most  of  the  blockade  runners 
cany  in  more  or  less. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  II.  Morse, 

Consxd. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


191 


Private  letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commo¬ 
dore  Bell ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  cautioning  him  regarding  his  treatment  of 

Confederate  officers  under  flag  of  truce. 

U.  S.  Flagship, 

New  Orleans ,  May  15 ,  1863. 

Dear  Commodore:  I  received  your  kind  letter  and  but  for  the  mul¬ 
titude  of  business  on  hand  would  have  answered  it  before,  unofficially. 
I  find  that  you  are  nearly  ready  for  sea  again,  and  therefore  must  find 
time  to  address  you  a  line  on  the  score  of  admonition.  Like  all  the 
rest  of  us,  you  have  your  enemies  about  you  who  are  trying  to  impress 
the  Department  with  the  idea  that  you  are  too  indulgent  to  the  rebels. 
1  have  replied  to  the  letter  of  the  Department,  and,  I  hope,  set  them 
right  on  the  subject;  but,  as  you  know,  a  man  who  has  any  particular 
dislike  to  you  will  always  find  something  to  found  a  complaint,  and 
therefore  I  admonish  you  to  be  on  your  guard.  If  you  receive  flags 
of  truce  (which  the  Government  thinks  should  be  done  as  seldom  as 
possible,  and  has  sent  out  special  instructions  on  the  subject),  treat 
them  as  enemies,  which  I  have  no  doubt  you  do,  but  the}*'  would  make 
it  appear  that  you  treat  them  with  so  much  consideration  as  to  become 
distasteful  to  your  officers  and  crew,  and  that  your  wardroom  officers 
actually  refused  to  loan  you  table  furniture  for  the  purpose  of  enter¬ 
taining  them.  You  will  understand  all  this,  and  I  suppose  there  is 
just  enough  of  truth  in  it  to  make  a  story  of  it.  I  told  the  Department 
that  as  the  rebels  were  acknowledged  as  belligerents,  I  supposed  that 
you  considered  them  entitled  to  the  courtesies  of  officers,  and  1  had 
no  doubt  you  had  extended  that  to  them  and  nothing  more.  Keep 
this  to  yourself  until  a  proper  time  arrives  for  exposing  the  reporters. 
I  have  my  suspicions  as  to  its  author,  but  as  I  may  be  wrong,  I  will 
keep  it  to  myself.  I  have  received  several  letters  from  Mrs.  F.  even 
by  way  of  Cairo  when  up  the  river.  She  had  paid  her  visit  to  Norfolk 
and  thinks  she  deserves  quite  as  much  credit  for  her  heroism  as  I  did  in 
passing  the  forts,  for  they  were  exulting  over  my  defeat  and  toldher  they 
would  soon  have  me  a  prisoner;  but  she  stood  it  all  like  a  philosopher 
and  told  them  that  she  did  not  believe  they  would  take  me,  and  laughed 
at  them.  Now  that  1  am  back  again,  she  will  be  relieved.  I  sent  Loyal! 
home  from  Vicksburg  to  go  to  WestPoint  if  he  can  get  the  appointment. 
They  promise  it,  but  that  is  no  sign  that  they  will  give  it  him.  Mrs.  F. 

has  gone  back  to -  and  will  no  doubt  soon  see  Mrs.  Bell.  She 

had  not  when  she  last  wrote.  She  does  nothing  but  beg  me  to  come 
home  and  give  some  one  else  a  chance.  I  tell  her  they  are  heartily  wel¬ 
come  to  all  my  chances,  if  the  Government  will  relieve  me,  but  I  can 
not  go  just  now,  as  there  arc  so  many  things  just  about  to  be  done  if  we 
can  do  them.  I  hope  we  will  be  able  to  get  vessels  to  take  Galveston, 
but  the  season  is  almost  too  far  advanced,  but  the  moment  the  iron¬ 
clads  come  to  me  I  shall  pitch  in  to  some  place,  but  I  intend  to  help 
them  with  the  wooden  ships  also.  I  do  not  understand  Du  Point’s 
attack  upon  Charleston.  I  think  he  is  going  to  make  another  before 
the  ironclads  are  sent  to  me.  Take  care  of  Texas;  should  you  see  an 
opening  for  taking  Galveston  do  not  let  it  slip.  The  enemy  is  being 
pushed  hard,  and  we  must  keep  the  pressure  on.  I  leave  to-day  for 
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Baton  Rouge  to  see  how  things  look  up  there  and  at  Port  Hudson. 
Alden  is  worrying  them  every  night  and  doing  good  service. 

Your  friend, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 

Captain  Jenkins  sends  his  regards  to  you. 

D.  G.  F. 


[Note  on  the  foregoing  letter  in  Bell’s  handwriting.  J 

The  Brooklyn  was  blockading  off  Galveston,  and  several  flags  of 
truce  were  sent  off  to  me  on  various  pretenses,  which  I  could  not,  of 
course,  know  the  purport  of  until  received.  Sometimes  they  related 
to  the  Harriet  Lane  prisoners  and  other  matters  pertaining  as  much 
to  ourselves  as  to  the  rebels.  I  always  had  one  or  more  of  the  com¬ 
manding  officers  of  the  gunboats  on  board  to  take  care  of  them  while 
1  wrote  an  answer  in  reply  to  the  subject  of  the  flag  of  truce.  They 
were  there  invariably  after  12  o’clock.  I  had  but  one  cabin  and  always 
went  on  deck  to  write,  leaving  my  own  officers  in  charge  of  the  rebel 
officers,  and  directed  my  steward  to  set  out  refreshments,  which  were 
served  during  my  absence  on  deck.  The  steward  may  have  gone  with¬ 
out  my  knowledge  to  borrow  something  from  the  wardroom  mess,  as 
the  stewards  of  messes  frequently  make  such  interchanges.  M/y  own 
stores  were  frequently  loaned  in  that  way;  but  I  never  did  send  him 
to  borrow,  and  never  knew  of  his  borrowing.  As  soon  as  my  letters 
were  duly  prepared  the  rebs  left.  The  officer  next  in  command  being 
very  young  and  inexperienced,  and  having  but  little  control  over  the 
crew,  who  manifested  some  feeling  against  the  rebel  officers,  I  made  it 
a  point  to  give  the  flag  of  truce  officers  a  safe  transit  from  the  ship 
by  being  present  myself  in  some  instances.  It  was  my  duty  to  treat 
the  bearers  of  the  flag  of  truce  civilly  as  long  as  they  were  in  my 
keeping.  I  did  nothing  more,  though  a  civil  deportment  toward  reb¬ 
els  was  deemed  by  some  malignant  men  as  near  akin  to  complicity 
with  them. 


Report  of  Captain  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitt  ing  report  of  the 
capture  of  the  British  brig  Comet. 

IT.  S.  S.  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile,  May  16, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  gunboat  ILanawha,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Mayo,  captured  on  the  15th  of  May,  within  a  marine 
league  of  the  shore  and  about  20  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Fort  Mor¬ 
gan,  opposite  to  a  place  called  Thirty-Seven  Pines,  the  English  brig¬ 
antine  Comet,  that  had  cleared  from  Havana  with  an  assorted  cargo 
for  New  Orleans. 

From  the  position  of  the  vessel  at  the  time  of  capture  and  letters 
found  on  board  it  was  evident  she  would  get  into  Mobile  if  she  could. 

The  supicious  circumstances  and  character  of  the  Comet,  she  having 
violated  the  blockade  before,  have  influenced  me  in  sending  her  to  Key 
West  for  adjudication. 

1  enclose  a  copy  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Mayo’s  report  of  the 
circumstances  attending  her  capture,  and  will  add  that  her  present 
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commander,  who  goes  by  the  name  of  Thomas  Johnson,  has  been  for 
many  years  employed  in  Mobile  Bay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Kanawha, 
Blockade  of  Mobile,  May  15,  1863. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  the  following  as  probable  causes  for  the 
seizure  of  the  English  brig  Comet  for  intent  to  violate  the  blockade  of 
this  port  on  May  15,  instant:  The  vessel  was  seized  by  this  ship 
within  1  marine  league  of  the  land  and  less  than  2  miles  distant  there¬ 
from,  off  a  locality  known  as  the  Thirty-Seven  Pines,  about  20  miles 
from  Fort  Morgan,  and  no  other  vessel  in  the  Navy  was  in  signal 
distance. 

As  we  approached  to  speak  the  Comet  a  man,  Thomas  Johnson  by 
name,  was  seen  to  draw  some  papers  from  his  pocket,  tear  them  up, 
and  throw  the  fragments  overboard.  These  were  immediately  col¬ 
lected,  dried,  and  matched,  so  far  as  time  would  allow. 

Thus  matched,  they  are  herewith  submitted,  as  well  as  are  other 
pieces  picked  up.  These  constitute  part  of  a  memorandum  of  the 
daily  true  position  of  the  Comet  on  this  her  present  voyage. 

When  these  memoranda  were  compared  with  what  purports  to  be 
the  log  book,  the  position  of  the  Comet  in  each  differed  materially  on 
the  12th  and  13th  of  May,  instant.  I  have  traced  in  green  the  log-book 
positions,  and  marked  ff  the  positions  by  the  fragmentary  memorandum 
with  the  date  corresponding  to  the  position,  and  it  inside  the  circle. 
This  exhibits  the  differences  of  place.  When  interrogated  as  to  this 
difference,  Johnson  assigned  strong  currents  as  the  reason  therefor. 
On  examination  of  the  Comet'' s  papers  I  found  that  she  was  allowed  to 
go  to  New  Orleans  by  way  of  the  Mississippi  River.  She  was  found 
off  the  Thirty-Seven  Pines,  close  to  a  framework  on  the  beach,  a  place 
which  blockade  runners  in  strike  for  to  get  a  fair  start  westward. 
The  chart  of  navigation  found  on  board  put  her,  on  the  noon  14th 
instant,  30  miles  from  the  Passes  and  east  of  them. 

The  day  began  with  light  winds  from  the  W.  by  N.,  and  the  Comet 
steered  N.  by  E.,  or  nine  points  from  the  wind,  when  she  might  have 
made  an  honest  six-point  course.  A  N.  by  E.  course  from  the  position 
given  by  the  fragmentary  memorandum  on  the  13th  instant  is  the 
straight  road  to  the  place  20  miles  east  of  Fort  Morgan,  and  from  x — 
a  pricked  position — better  still  on  that  night,  14th  instant,  the  Comet 
had  good  S.  E.  winds,  according  to  her  log,  and  yet  was,  in  the  fore 
part  of  the  evening,  12  miles  to  the  westward  of  Pensacola  light, 
steering  W.  S.  W.,  a  straight  course  for  Fort  Morgan  and  the  Swash 
Channel. 

It  is  impossible  for  her  in  this  interval  to  have  been  set  back  by 
currents  or  other  ocean  phenomena  the  distance  she  would  run  with  a 
good  S.  E.  wind  with  83  miles,  the  distance  between  the  chart  position 
of  the  14th  and  place  where  found,  added.  And  although  Johnson 
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purports  to  have  been  set  east  by  currents,  yet,  after  a  night  of  calm 
and  variable  light  winds,  as  was  most  of  the  night  of  the  14th  instant, 
we  find  the  Comet  just  where  the  fragmentary  memoranda  reckoning 
ought  to  place  her,  about  20  miles  west  of  Pensacola  light  and  about 
20  miles  east  of  Mobile  Point,  and  not  much  disturbed  by  currents. 
If  she  were  honest,  after  having  made  Pensacola  light,  she  would 
have  shaped  her  course  for  the  Passes  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

It  is  apparent  to  me  that  there  are  two  captains  or  masters  on  board, 
the  one  Johnson,  the  other  Lucio  Alvarez,  for  the  memoranda  of  navi¬ 
gation  is  in  the  figures  of  the  owner  of  several  account  books — the  newT, 
brown-backed  one,  mutilated,  who  is  Alvarez.  Johnson  is  a  stevedore 
of  Mobile,  and  had  on  his  person  a  discharge,  signed  by  the  English  con¬ 
sul  at  Havana,  from  the  Alice ,  an  old  and  habitual  violator  of  this 
blockade. 

That  which  is  called  the  log  book  is  incorrect,  and  not  kept  with 
care.  It  is  not  a  record  of  the  daily  transactions  of  the  vessel.  The 
log  book  has  Tuesday,  May  12,  then  Wednesday,  May  12,  next,  Thurs¬ 
day,  May  13,  and  finally,  Wednesday,  May  14.  The  best  understand¬ 
ing  I  can  get  of  the  vessel’s  position  is  from  the  fragmentary  memo¬ 
randa  of  the  13th  at  noon,  when  the  vessel,  being  56  miles  from  Mobile 
Point,  ran  N.  by  E.,  with  a  nine-point  wind,  and  made  the  land  12 
miles  west  of  Pensacola.  The  point  steered  for  was  evidently  a  lead- 
pencil  line,  original  to  her  navigator,  drawn  east  of  Mobile,  and  over 
15,  in  a  direction  N.  and  S.  Thus  she  came  out  of  her  course  for 
the  Passes.  Furthermore,  by  holding  the  chart  up  to  the  light,  the 
eye  can  detect  plain  points,  pricked  with  the  dividers,  on  the 
straight  road  to  Mobile,  which  agree  with  the  positions  of  the  frag¬ 
mentary  memoranda,  and  are  on  the  straight  road  to  Mobile  and 
its  approaches.  I  believe  the  log  book  false  and  fabricated;  I  believe 
the  letters  of  introduction  false  and  fabricated,  for  two  of  them,  writ¬ 
ten  by  different  persons  to  entirely  distinct  parties,  are  almost  dupli¬ 
cates  of  each  other. 

No  letter  of  instructions  from  the  owner  of  the  brig  to  the  master 
was  found  on  board. 

Lucio  Alvarez  says  a  man  named  Thompson  is  the  owner  of  the 
brig. 

Thomas  Johnson  says  an  Englishman  in  Havana  named  Hainan  is 
the  owner  of  the  brig. 

Finally  in  a  letter  found  on  board  addressed  to  Mr.  George  Clifton, 
at  Havana,  are  these  words  from  Charles  Thompson,  viz,  dated  April 
30,  1863: 

I  let  you  know  I  and  Charley  have  shipped  on  board  of  an  English  brig  called  the 
Comet ,  and  we  are  bound  to  New  Orleans  by  way  of  Mobile.  I  am  agoing  captain 
of  her.  Perhaps  I  will  have  to  go  to  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  K.  Mayo, 

Lieutenant- Commander. 

Captain  John  R.  Goldsborougii, 

Comdg.  Division  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Fleet ,  off  Mobile. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  of  the  arrival  at  South  West 
Pass  of  the  U  S.  S.  Brooklyn. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

South  West  Pass ,  May  16 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  leftShip  Island  yesterday 
at  4  p.  m.  and  anchored  outside  of  South  West  Bass  this  morning  at 
7  a.  m.  to  await  my  supplies  from  New  Orleans.  As  soon  as  they  are 
received  I  shall  proceed  on  blockade  off  Galveston. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell ,  TT.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commodore  Morris , 
P.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  removal  of  buoys  off  South  West  Pass. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

South  West  Pass ,  May  16 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Mr.  Jones,  the  Government  pilot  for  this  bar,  reported  to  me 
that  he  saw  James  Lyons  and  A.  A.  Douglass,  pilots,  to-day  trying  to 
remove  the  inner  running  buoy  which  he  placed  there  a  short  time 
since  by  order  of  Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins,  fleet  captain.  When  I  looked 
for  them  shortty  after,  the  men  were  gone  and  the  buoy  was  still 
visible. 

Mr.  Jones  also  informs  me  that  Lyons,'  one  of  the  men  referred  to, 
yesterday  carried  away  by  the  steamer  Southern  Star  the  wreck  buoy 
on  the  bar. 

If  Mr.  Jones’  statement  be  true,  those  men  should  be  punished  the 
full  extent  of  the  law,  as  disloyal  and  aiding  and  comforting  the  rebels, 
for  any  obstructions  to  the  movements  of  our  vessels  is  a  material 
support  to  the  enemy,  whether  he  be  rebel,  English,  or  French. 
Under  the  circumstances,  I  have  written  to  Acting  Master  F.  E.  Ellis, 
commanding  the  Pampero ,  requesting  him  to  give  the  needful  protec¬ 
tion  to  the  bar  buoys. 

I  think  the  Brooklyn  might  have  gone  into  the  river  on  the  4th  April 
if  the  buoys  had  been  down. 

I  have  frequently  heard  the  loyalty  of  the  associated  pilots  ques¬ 
tioned,  and  think  they  should  be  timely  looked  after  and  a  new  set  of 
undoubted  loyalty  encouraged  to  supplant  them,  and  thus  prepare  for 
the  contingency  of  war  with  the  English  or  French,  which  seems  to 
be  inevitable  sooner  or  later,  no  one  can  say  how  soon.  Disaffected 
pilots  would  lay  all  of  your  vessels  on  the  bar  to  be  destroyed  by  an 
inferior  force  outside. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Commodore  H.  W.  Morris, 

Commanding  V.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  V.  S.  Army ,  to  Commodore  Palmer, 
tl.  S.  Navy ,  urging  cooperation  in  transportation  of  troops. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Simmes ’  Plantation ,  May  17,  1863. 

Commodore:  In  the  absence  of  the  general  commanding,  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  for  your  information  the  copy  of  a  dispatch  received 
to-night  by  the  Sachem  from  General  Dwight.* 

This  dispatch  will  be  forwarded  to  the  general  early  in  the  morning. 
At  daylight  we  shall  begin  to  cross  the  divisions  of  Grover  and  Emory. 
The  former  is  at  Simmesport,  the  latter  7  miles  back.  There  is  only 
the  Laurel  Hill  to  do  the  work.  General  Andrews  and  1  have  both 
written  to  the  commanding  general,  strongly  urging  the  vital  impor¬ 
tance  of  coal,  steamboats,  and  prompt  movement.  The  quartermaster 
at  Brashear  [City]  has  also  been  urged  and  directed  to  forward  coal 
immediately.  If  }Tou  receive  coal,  the  commanding  general  will  prob¬ 
ably  request  your  assistance  in  the  transportation  of  his  infantry  to 
Bayou  Sara. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Rich’d  B.  Irwin,] 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Commodore  James  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Flagship  Hartford. 


Letter  from.  Brigadier-  General  Andrews,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commodore 

Palmer ,  U.  S.  Navy,  urging  cooperation  in  opening  communication 

with  Major-  General  Augur,  U.  8.  Army. 

IIdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Simmes ’  Plantation,  opposite  Simmesport,  May  18,  1863. 

Commodore:  I  would  respectfully  inform  you  that  I  send  to-day 
Lieutenant  Harwood,  of  the  U.  S.  Engineers,  with  an  escort,  to  make 
a  reconnoissance  of  the  roads  leading  from  this  place  to  Morganza  and 
the  ferry  opposite  Bayou  Sara,  and  a  further  reconnoissance,  if  prac¬ 
ticable,  of  the  roads  from  Morganza  to  Rosedale  post-office,  on  the 
Bayou  Grosse  Tete;  thence  to  a  point  opposite  Baton  Rouge,  to  open 
communications  with  General  Augur.  The  escort  will  consist  of  five 
companies  of  cavalry,  to  be  followed  by  a  regiment  of  infantry  and  a 
section  of  artillery. 

The  infantry  and  artillery  will  halt  at  or  near  Morganza,  to  secure 
the  retreat  of  the  cavalry  from  the  operations  beyond  that  place.  The 
cavalry  will  probably  reach  Morganza  to-night,  the  infantry  and  artil¬ 
lery  to-morrow  before  night.  The  whole  movement  will  probably 
occupy  four  or  five  days. 

If  you  can  cooperate  in  this  movement  by  sending  a  gunboat  below 
Morganza,  it  will  greatly  tend  to  the  security  of  the  troops  engaged 
therein.  I  send  to-day  by  the  Laurel  Hill  an  order  to  have  coal  sent 

*  Not.  found;  but  see  Irwin  to  Banks,  Army  War  Records,  Vol.  XXVI,  Pt,  I,  p. 
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up  here  from  Brashear  City  immediately;  it  will,  however,  probably 
take  two  or  three  days  at  least  to  get  it  here. 

I  am,  commodore,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Geo.  L.  Andrews,] 

Brigadier’-  General  of  Volunteers  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Commodore  Palmer, 

Commanding  Fleet. 


Report  of  Captain  Goldsborough ,  U  S.  Nary ,  regarding  the  capture  of 
the  schooner  Hunter ,  May  17.  1863. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile ,  May  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  take  pleasure  to  inform  you  the  gunboat  Kanawha,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  W.  Iv.  Mayo,  one  of  the  blockading  vessels  off  this  port, 
captured  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  of  May,  1863,  the  schooner  Hunter , 
from  Mobile,  bound  to  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  43  bales  of  cotton. 
The  Hunter  being  in  an  unseaworthy  condition,  I  have  been  compelled 
to  send  her  to  Pensacola,  the  cotton  to  be  reshipped  the  first  favorable 
opportunity  to  the  North. 

The  following  vessels  were  in  signal  distance,  and  are  entitled* to  a 
share  of  the  prize  money: 

U.  S.  frigate  Colorado;  U.  S.  steamers  Lackawanna,  II.  R.  Cuyler , 
Aroostook,  Pocahontas,  Kanawha,  and  Kennebec. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Goldsborough, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture  of 
the  schooner  Ripple,  May  18, 1863. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile,  May  18, 1863. 

Sir:  I  take  pleasure  to  inform  you  the  gunboat  Kanawha,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  W.  K.  Mayo,  one  of  the  blockading  vessels  off  this  port, 
captured  on  the  18th  of  May  the  schooner  Ripple ,  from  Mobile,  bound 
to  Havana,  with  a  caigo  of  110  bales  of  cotton. 

I  have  put  a  prize  crew  on  board  and  sent  her  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Captain  Goldsborough ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  various  cap¬ 
tures  off  Mobile. 

U.  8.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile ,  May  18,  1863. 

Admiral:  In  connection  with  the  capture  of  the  Sea  Lion,  I  have  to 
report  that  her  supercargo  and  two  passengers  claim  to  have  taken  the 
cotton  from  Mobile  for  Federal  purposes,  holding  the  letters  of  which 
1  enclose  copies;  notwithstanding  her  captain  and,  I  believe,  her 
supercargo,  as  the  papers  on  board  show,  were  under  heavy  bonds  at 
the  custom-house,  Mobile,  to  take  it  direct  to  Havana. 

In  connection  with  the  capture  of  the  English  brigantine  Cornet,  I 
enclose  Lieutenant- Commander  Mayo’s  statement,  which  I  consider 
fully  justified  my  sending  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

I  have  to  report,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  do  so,  a  gallant 
dash  made  by  Acting  Master’s  Mate  N.  M.  Dyer  and  a  boat’s  crew 
belonging  to  the  Cuyler. 

I  enclose  Lieutenant-Commander  Jouett’s  statement  of  the  circum¬ 
stances,  and  at  the  same  time  assure  you  of  my  admiration  of  this  bril¬ 
liant  affair. 

The  Sam  Houston  has  this  moment  arrived  from  New  Orleans,  and 
I  send  her  back  immediately  to  let  you  know  of  my  anxiety  for  coal, 
and  to  ask,  if  possible,  for  one  or  two  additional  gunboats  to  supply 
the  place  of  those  that  are  disabled. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

Capt.,  Comdg.  Division  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron . 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report 
regarding  the  destruction  of  the  Confederate  schooner  Isabel,  May  18, 
1863. 

Flagship  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  May  20,  1863. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  report  received  from  Lieutenant- 
Commander  J.  E.  Jouett,  relative  to  the  destruction  of  the  rebel 
schooner  Isabel.  1  have  promoted  Master’s  Mate  Dyer  to  an  acting 
ensigncy,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Department,  and  I  will  pro¬ 
vide  for  Paymaster’s  Steward  John  Bowman  and  Masse  Neston  (ordi¬ 
nary  seamen)  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cutler, 

Off  Mobile  Bay,  May  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  report  to  you  the  destruction  of  the 
rebel  schooner  Isabel  this  morning  at  about  2  o’clock,  by  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter’s  Mate  N.  M.  Dyer,  of  this  vessel.  Agreeably  with  permission 
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from  Captain  Goldsborough,  I  sent  the  second  cutter  with  9  armed  men, 
in  charge  of  Mr.  Dyer,  to  lay  close  to  the  Swash  Channel  and  give 
due  warning  of  any  vessel  attempting  to  run  in  or  out.  Owing  to 
the  badly  disabled  state  of  my  engine,  it  was  10:30  p.  m.  before  she 
reached  her  station.  At  11  p.  m.  Mr.  Dyer  made  a  vessel  close  under 
Fort  Morgan,,  and,  thinking  she  was  on  her  waj7  out,  laid  quiet,  watch¬ 
ing  her.  Seeing  no  movement  on  her  part  he  pulled  cautiously  in, 
trying  to  get  inshore  of  her,  but  ran  upon  a  hawser  which  was  run  to 
the  shore  from  her.  Concluding  she  was  aground  and  had  been  so  for 
some  time,  he  then  boarded  her,  taking  her  crew  completely  by  sur¬ 
prise,  and  capturing  her  captain  with  6  men  and  all  her  papers.  An 
armed  launch  from  the  Gaines  had  just  left  her  to  go  for  a  steamer 
and.  assistance.  Finding  it  impossible  to  get  her  off,  and,  seeing  the 
Gaines  coming  to  her  relief,  Mr.  Dyer  removed  the  prisoners,  papers, 
etc.,  and  set  fire  to  her.  As  she  burned  but  slowly,  he  returned  to 
her,  and,  knocking  in  the  heads  of  two  barrels  of  turpentine,  again 
fired  her  and  came  off  to  this  vessel,  leaving  her  in  flames.  Agreeably 
to  the  statement  of  her  captain,  when  boarded,  she  was  aground  within 
200  yards  of  Fort  Morgan.  Her  cargo,  per  invoice,  consisted  of  200 
bales  of  cotton. 

As  a  cool,  energetic,  and  smart  young  officer,  I  can  not  speak  too 
highly  of  Mr.  Dyer;  courteous  to  all  and  a  good  seaman;  he  has  served 
for  over  a  }7ear  in  the  Army  and  seen  much  sea  service.  If  it  is  con¬ 
sistent,  I  beg  he  may  be  given  an  ensign’s  appointment,  as  I  know  how 
well  he  would  fill  that  position,  and  as  a  regular  officer,  I  would  not 
recommend  any  unfit  person  for  the  service. 

Mr.  Dyer  mentions  with  great  praise  John  Bowman,  paymaster’s 
steward,  and  Masse  Neston,  ordinary  seaman,  as  acting  with  great 
coolness  on  the  occasion  and  rendering  him  valuable  assistance. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  E.  Jouett, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Mullany ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  affairs  off 

Galveston. 


U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex .,  May  18 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commu¬ 
nications  of  the  2d  and  13th  instant,  per  Tennessee. 

Herewith  I  enclose  a  report  of  a  survey  held  on  the  engine,  boilers, 
and  hull  of  the  Itasca ,  also  a  report*  from  Lieutenant-Commander 
Madigan,  in  relation  to  chasing  on  shore  and  burning  a  schooner  near 
San  Luis  Pass. 

I  have  dispatched  the  Owasco ,  Lieutenant-Commander  Madigan,  to 
relieve  the  New  London  off  Sabine  Pass,  with  orders  to  Commander 
Read  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  for  repairs. 

The  Itasca ,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  report  of  the  survey,  is 
greatly  in  need  of  repairs,  but  I  do  not  deem  it  prudent  to  decrease 


*Not  found. 
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the  present  force  any  more  by  sending  her  away,  and  shall  therefore 
detain  her  until  the  New  London  returns  or  some  other  vessel  is  sent 
down  in  her  place. 

Another  coal  vessel  ought  to  be  here  by  the  5th  J une.  The  steamers 
of  this  division  consume  at  present  about  110  tons  of  coal  per  week, 
but  in  case  it  becomes  necessary  to  get  underway  often,  their  consump¬ 
tion  would  greatly  exceed  that  quantity,  as  this  ship  alone  consumes 
30  tons  per  day  full  steaming. 

I  have  communicated  to  the  commanding  officers  here  your  instruc¬ 
tions  relative  to  duplicating  requisitions  for  articles  asked  for  previ¬ 
ously  and  not  received. 

Allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  that  portion  of  my  letter  of  the 
28th  April  in  relation  to  the  Rachel  Seaman,  as  it  will  soon  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  send  her  somewhere  to  refit. 

The  provisions  sent  down  will  ration  the  gunboats  for  three  months 
(which  is  all  they. can  stow)  and  this  ship  for  four  months  from  this 
date,  excepting  in  the  article  of  butter,  which  will  not  last  over  two 
months.  The  pork  sent  down  is  greatly  in  excess  of  the  beef;  I  shall 
therefore  not  be  able  to  take  all  of  it.  In  the  article  of  small  stores 
all  the  vessels  are  extremely  short.  The  gunboats  have  been  without 
soap  since  January,  excepting  a  couple  of  boxes  furnished  to  each 
vessel  by  this  ship;  only  25  boxes  came  down  in  the  Tennessee ,  which 
will  not  go  far  in  supplying  our  wants. 

I  can  not  observe  that  the  enemy  has  commenced  the  erection  of  any 
new  batteries  recently,  but  those  in  the  course  of  erection  when  I 
arrived  on  this  station  are  rapidly  approaching  completion.  The 
battery  on  Fort  Point  is  being  casemated,  I  judge.  The  enemy 
appears  to  be  actively  employed  in  the  harbor,  obstructing  the  chan¬ 
nel  by  driving  tiers  of  piles  across  it. 

There  are  several  steamers  in  and  about  the  harbor,  apparently  cot¬ 
ton  clad.  Two  of  them  (one  of  which  is  fitted  as  a  ram)  lie  at  Pelican 
Point  at  night  and  occasionally  come  out  a  short  distance  toward  the 
bar  and  then  return. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  Present ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Order  of  Commander  Mullany ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master  Childs , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tennessee ,  to  proceed  on  special 
duty  to  Pass  Cavallo. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex.,  May  19 ,  1863. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Tennessee  under  your  command  to  the  block¬ 
ading  station  off  Pass  Cavallo  or  Lavaca,  coast  of  Texas,  where  you 
will  communicate  with  the  U.  S.  schooner  Rachel  Seaman ,  Acting- 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hooper,  commanding,  receive  on  board  your 
ship  two  of.  her  men  that  were  comdemned  by  medical  survey,  and 
such  other  sick  men  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  surgeon  attached  to  the 
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Tennessee,  may  require  hospital  treatment.  You  will  then  return  here 
with  all  practicable  dispatch. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Acting  Master  J.  D.  Childs, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee ,  off  Galveston,  Tex. 


Tetter  f  rom  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  trams 
nutting  dispatch  from  the  V.  S.  minister  to  Great  Britain. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington ,  May  19,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of 
the  1st  instant,  No.  403,  from  Mr.  Adams,  our  minister  to  Great 
Britain,  relative  to  preparations  in  Europe  for  smuggling  goods  into 
Texas  by  the  way  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward, 

[, Secretary  of  State. \ 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  1,  1863. 

Sir:  In  the  House  of  Lords  last  evening,  Lord  Russell  is  reported 
as  announcing  that  the  Peterhoff  has  been  sent  into  the  prize  court. 
The  effect  of  this  news  here  will  be  to  prolong  the  delay  in  reorganiz¬ 
ing  the  scheme  of  smuggling  by  way  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Seven  steam¬ 
ers  are  now  awaiting  orders.  But  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  necessity  of  taking  advantage  of  it,  so  far  as  is  possi-' 
ble,  to  provide  in  season  against  the  resumption  of  operations  in  that 
quarter.  No  equally  subtile  and  dangerous  expedient  to  annul  the 
blockade  has  yet  been  devised.  The  plan  has  been  entered  into  very 
deeply  by  wealthy  and  influential  merchants  and  capitalists  in  this  city, 
and  it  has  an  intimate  connection  with  the  base  of  the  Confederate 
loan.  The  interests  thus  consolidated  will  press  with  great  force  on 
this  feeble  ministry,  if  the  smallest  opening  be  afforded  to  complain  of 
any  violation  of  a  neutral  trade.  I  know  not  whether  anything  short 
of  the  possession  of  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river  will  avail  to  defeat 
these  machinations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Francis  Adams. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  departure  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn  for  Galveston. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

South  West  Pass,  May  19,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Reliance  arrived  this  morning  with  my  supplies,  and  I 
shall  start  for  Galveston  about  noon. 
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The  U.  S.  storeship  Supply  arrived  this  morning,  twenty-three  days 
from  New  York,  with  stores  for  the  fleet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore , 

Rear  Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Mississippi  River. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Goldsbor - 
ough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  sending  of  vessels  to  Ship  Island 
for  repairs. 

New  Orleans,  1 lay  20,  \1863]. 


Yours  of  the  18th  instant  has  been  received.  You  will  send  one 
vessel  at  a  time  to  Ship  island  for  repairs.  Mechanics  have  been 
recently  sent  over  there. 

The  Sam  Houston  will  in  future  be  used  as  a  dispatch  vessel  between 
Bensacola,  Mobile,  Ship  Island,  and  New  Orleans  until  we  can  do  better. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Captain  J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Mobile  Blockade . 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Crocker,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Clifton. 


U.  S.  Flagship,  New  Orleans,  May  20,  1863. 

■  Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Clifton  under  your  com¬ 
mand  to  Ship  Island,  Miss.,  and  report  your  vessel  to  Lieutenant 
Commander  H.  A.  Adams  for  duty  in  Mississippi  Sound. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  Cl.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Fred  Crocker, 

Commanding  II  S.  S.  Clifton. 


Report  of  Captain  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy,  of.  intended  departure  for  tlie 

mouth  of  Black  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lafayette, 

Off  Mouth  Red  River,  May  20,  1863. 

Dear  Commodore:  I  have  taken  all  the  coal  I  can  carry,  which  is 
five  days  (under  steam),  and  sent  the  remainder  to  the  Switzerland,  about 
300  bushels.  I  will  go  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  Black  River,  as  you 
mention,  with  the  Price,  although  I  can  not  remain  there  with  safety 
without  coal  or  if  the  water  falls  to  any  extent.  I  want  a  pilot, 
although  Porter  thinks  not.  I  can  not  be  expected  to  cooperate  with 
the  army  under  Banks  while  I  am  at  the  mouth  of  Black  River,  in 
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obedience  to  Porter’s  orders.  But  I  will  do  the  best  I  can  under  the 
circumstances  and  start  immediately. 

Very  truly,  your  friend  and'obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Nwy. 

Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  Flagship  Hartford. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Palmer ,  U  8.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Pear -Admiral 
Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general  matters. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Off  Red  River ,  May  80,  1863. 

My  Dear  Porter:  The  proposed  attack  upon  the  fort  at  Harrison¬ 
burg  is  now  abandoned,  if,  indeed,  it  was  ever  seriously  contemplated. 
This  has  placed  W  alke  in  a  quandary.  The  coals  towed  down  by  the 
Albatross  from  Grand  Gulf  only  amounted  to  3,500  bushels;  this  was 
divided  between  the  Lafayette  and  Pittsburg,  the'  Switzerland  taking 
about  a  hundred  bushels.  I  consequently  get  none  for  my  vessels. 
Fortunately  a  schooner  was  towed  up,  but  had  only  70  tons;  she  could 
carry  no  more  through  the  shoal  water  in  Grand  Lake;  this  was  but  a 
drop  in  the  bucket  for  us.  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  send  some  down. 

I  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  this  army;  they  have  got  the  whole 
of  them  down  at  Simmesport,  and  the  commanding  general  seems  to 
be  loitering  at  New  Orleans.  They  inform  me  that  they  wish  me  to 
muster  as  many  vessels  as  I  can  raise  and  go  below  and  transport 
them  over  to  Bayou  Sara,  and  this  I  intend  doing  if,  indeed,  they  do 
not  abandon  their  attack  upon  Port  Hudson,  which  is  possible  enough, 
though  we  learn  that  it  is  occupied  by  only  two  brigades  of  the  enemy. 
But  I  promised  Walke  to  write  you  of  his  dilemma.  He  started  to-day 
alone  to  go  up  as  far  as  where  the  Red  River  empties  into  the  Old 
River;  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  go  up  as  high  as  the  Black,  as 
the  water  was  falling  and  coal  must  be  economized,  and  I  quite  agreed 
with  him  and  told  him  to  take  the  Switzerland  with  him,  though  I 
want  her  ver}r  much  to  assist  in  the  transportation. 

The  Price ,  as  you  know,  came  down  with  ammunition  for  the  Lafay¬ 
ette  and  Pittsburg  and  to  assist  in  the  attack  on  the  fort.  He  has  only 
coal  enough  to  take  him  back  to  you;  he  is  in  want  of  a  smokestack 
and  not  prepared  to  stay,  and  both  Walke  and  myself  thought  it  best 
to  let  him  return  and  let  you  know  the  condition  of  affairs. 

The  Arizona  is  still  detained  at  Grand  Gulf,  whither  the  army  took 
the  liberty  of  sending  her  with  one  of  their  generals  to  confer  with 
General.  Grant,  but,  as  we  learn  from  Acklin,  Grant  has  been  defeated 
by  Joe  Johnston  and  driven  out  of  Jackson  and  the  Arizona’s  general 
probably  captured. 

I  am  glad  you  have  had  a  little  luxury  and  rest  upon  the  Black  Hawk. 
I  should  be  content  if  1  could  get  these  fellows  to  operate  upon  Port 
Hudson  at  once,  but  it  requires  patience  when  one  has  to  do  with  a 
militia  army.  I  had  a  letter  from  Farragut  this  morning;  no  news, 
but  favors  me  with  a  long  commentary  on  Banks’  and  Grant’s  army, 
what  they  ought  to  do,  etc.  •  wishes  me  to  remain  above  and  render 
them  every  assistance. 
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The  Pittsburg  and  Albatross  are  at  Bayou  Sara.  I  want  Pittsburg 
very  much  to  aid  the  disembarkation;  as  soon  as  I  can  possibly  spare 
her  I  will  send  her  up  to  Walke.  I  shall  go  down  in  a  day  or  two 
myself. 

I  told  Walke  I  should  write  you  of  the' straits  he  is  in;  you  had 
better  send  him  directions  what  you  want  him  to  do  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  send  down  by  the  Price  a  refugee  family  by  the  name  of  Briggs, 
to  whom  we  all  feel  under  great  obligations,  as  they,  at  the  risk  of  their 
own  lives,  protected  and  supported  the  men  who  escaped  from  the 
Queen  of  the  West.  The  Switzerland  brought  them  down  here  when 
she  left  the  Black  River. 


I  hope  every  aid  and  comfort  will  be  afforded  them  in  getting  to 
their  friends  in  Illinois.  There  are  also  to  go  up  two  invalids  to  the 
hospital  belonging  to  Ellet’s  brigade. 

The  captain  of  the  Price  will  inform  you  how  necessary  it  is  to  have 
a  vessel  stationed  at  Natchez.  We  are  all  anxious  here  to  learn  the 
truth  about  Grant  and  Vicksburg.  Pray  send  us  word  when  possible. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

James  S.  Palmer. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut , 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  Confederate  operations  at  Brazos  Santiago. 


Navy  Department,  May  21,  1863. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras,  in  a  dispatch  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dated  the  15th  ultimo,  states  that  the  port  of  Brazos  Santi¬ 
ago  has  been  made  a  rendezvous  for  the  Texas  navy,  and  that  a  priva¬ 
teer  schooner  sailed  from  there  on  the  13th  of  that  month.  He  further 
says  that  the  insurgents  are  busily  engaged  in  fitting  out  two  other 
schooners. 

The  Department  calls  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  affairs  at 
Brazos  Santiago  and  earnestly  impresses  upon  you  the  importance  of 
promptly  arresting  any  attempts  that  the  rebels  may  be  making  to 
send  out  armed  vessels  from  Texas  to  prey  upon  our  commerce. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

New  Orleans. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commanding  officers  of 
vessels  regarding  the  fir  ing  across  the  bows  of  vessels.  ' 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  May  21,  1863. 

Sir:  Complaint  having  been  made  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  of  discourtesy  in  sundry  instances  by  our  commanders  in  firing 
a  shot  across  the  bows  of  the  vessels,  instead  of  a  blank  cartridge,  it 
has  been  stated,  in  reply,  that  apparent  discourtesy  was  doubtless  in 
consequence  of  the  great  vigilance  of  our  officers  in  having  all  their 
guns  shotted  while  on  belligerent  duty  and  from  no  want  of  comity; 
but  in  order  to  preserve  friendly  feelings,  it  is  suggested  that  it  would 
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be  well,  as  a  rule,  to  have  one  small  gun  loaded  with  blank  cartridge, 
to.  be  used  by  day  as  a  preparatory  signal  of  warning,  in  accordance 
with  the  usage  of  the.sea  service.  A  vessel  approaching  the  blockade 
at  night  without  making  the  usual  signals  is  not  entitled  to  any  of  the 
courtesies  of  the  sea. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

The  foregoing  was  sent  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Bienville , 
Itasca ,  Sciota ,  Katahdin ,  Owasco ,  Cayuga ,  and  Rachel  Seaman. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Golds¬ 
boro  ugh^  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  additional  vessels  for  his  com¬ 
mand. 

New  Orleans,  May  21,  1863. 

Captain:  I  have  written  to  Judge  Marvin  to  appraise  and  send  to 
me  the  Eugenie  for  your  use,  but  in  the  meantime  I  will  direct  that 
the  Sam  Houston  be  kept  running  back  and  forth  all  the  time  between 
Pensacola,  Ship  Island,  and  Pass  a  l’Outre.  I  will  send  the  steamer 
Antona  as  soon  as  we  get  through  with  our  work  in  the  river. 

As  soon  as  the  Tennessee  returns  from  Galveston  I  will  have  her 
fitted  up  for  my  accommodation  as  a  flagboat  to  run  around  in  without 
incommoding  th«  commanders  of  the  different  vessels.  We  hope  to 
finish  our  river  work  in  a  few  days,  say  a  week,  but  there  is  great 
difficulty  in  procuring  transportation  for  the  troops. 

I  was  highly  gratified  at  the  conduct  of  Master’s  Mate  Dyer  and 
have  sent  him  an  acting  ensigney.  I  would  like  very  much  to  do 
something  for  the  paymaster’s  steward  and  ordinary  seaman  mentioned 
by  him  as  having  behaved  so  well.  Send  me  word  when  there  is  an}r 
vacancy  1  can  consistently  appoint  them  to  fill.  It  is  a  bright  spot 
when  I  can  promote  for  gallantry;  my  constant  distress  is  to  punish 
officers  for  leaving  their  vessels  and  misbehaving  in  the  presence  of 
the  enemy.  I  know  as  well  as  anyone  that  we  are  all  liable  to  be 
overpowered  and  conquered,  but  pusillanimity  does  not  belong  to  the 
American  Navy,  and  it  will  be  punished  by  me  always  to  the  extent 
of  my  ability.  I  trust  I  have  heard  the  last  of  it  in  this  squadron. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  J.  It.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Mobile  Blockade. 


Better  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Golds¬ 
borough ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  referring  to  expected  attack  upon  Port 

fill  Cl 

New  Orleans,  May  21,  1863. 

I  am  much  gratified  to  find  that  you  are  adding  to  the  successes  of 
the  day  by  the  number  of  captures  recently  made.  It  is  much  more 
gratifying  to  me,  as  I  am  constantly  in  receipt  of  letters  from  Havana 
announcing  arrivals  there  of  vessels  from  Mobile  and  its  vicinity,  and 
it  will  be  even  more  satisfactory  to  the  Department  than  to  me,  for  fhe 


206 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


reason  that  this  is  the  only  way  they  can  judge  of  your  vigilance,  while 
I  know  that  your  service  is  one  of  great  anxiety,  and  irksome,  with  but 
little  compensation  save  the  pleasure  of  knowing  that  you  are  doing 
your  duty  toward  your  country.  I  know  your  officers  would  be  glad 
to  be  with  me  in  the  river,  and  gladly  would  1  bring  them  here  to  my 
assistance  were  it  not  indispensable  to  have  them  on  the  blockade. 

1  feel  as  if  I  was  about  to  make  the  last  blow  at  them  I  shall 
for  some  time  to  come.  The  fall  of  Port  Hudson  will  place  Admiral 
Porter  in  command  of  the  river,  and  I  shall  then  join  my  fleet  outside, 
and  trust  I  shall  call  on  my  officers  outside  for  their  exertions  in  the 
reduction  of  the  last  two  places — Mobile  and  Galveston. 

Everything  appears  to  prosper  now.  Eee  and  Bragg  are  retreating 
from  before  Halleck  and  Rosecrans,  and  we  are  moving  upon  Port 
Hudson  from  above  and  below. 

1  have  ordered  the  Clifton  round  to  Ship  Island  for  duty  in  the 
[Mississippi]  Sound  ter  assist  the  Jackson. 

You  must  keep  a  lookout  upon  the  movements  of  Buchanan  against 
Ship  Island,  and  bag  him  if  he  gets  out;  do  not  let  him  get  back  into 
the  bay  [Mobile]. 

In  a  few  days  I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  a  vessel  or  two  to  your 
assistance — that  is,  if  we  are  successful  at  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson. 

Very  respectfully, 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado. 


Siege  of  Port  Hudson  ,*  May  21  to  July  9,  1863. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  opening  of  operations. 

No.  92.]  Flagship  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  May  20,  1863. 

Sir:  We  are  again  about  to  attack  Port  Hudson.  General  Banks, 
supported  by  the  Hartford  and  Albatross  and  some  of  the  small  gun¬ 
boats,  will  attack  from  above,  landing  probably  at  Bayou  Sara,  while 
General  Augur  will  march  up  from  Baton  Rouge  and  attack  the  place 
from  below.  The  fleet  will  also  bombard  from  below. 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  visit  to  Captain  Alden’s  command,  below 
Port  Hudson,  but  reached  this  city  too  late  to  see  General  Banks.  I, 
however,  met  General  Augur,  who  was  on  his  way  up  to  Baton  Rouge 
to  make  the  necessary  preparations  for  the  attack. 

I  hope  the  ironclads-  will  soon  finish  their  work  at  Charleston  and 
join  the  squadron,  as  I  am  anxious  to  get  out  of  the  river  and  go  to 
work  outside,  and  my  vessels  are  pretty  well  used  up,  but  they  must 
work  as  long  as  they  can. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

*  For  reports  of  Army  operations,  see  Army  War  Records,  Series  1,  Volumes  V, 
XV,  XXII,  XXIV,  XXVI,  LII,  LIII;  Series  II,  Volumes  VI  and  VII;  Series  IV, 
Volume  II. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

plans. 

U.  S.  Flagship, 

^  ^  New  Orleans ,  May  2 0 ,  1863. 

lell  Commodore  Palmer  General  Banks  will  not  go  up  the  river, 
but  will  meet  him  at  the  old  anchorage  to  carry  out  the  original  nlan’ 
Very  respectfully,  -  F 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  Jas.  Alden, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  below  Port  Hudson. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

vessels  required  at  Brashear  City. 

New  Orleans,  May  30,  1863. 

.As  soon  as  the  Estrella ,  Arizona ,  and  Sachem  can  be  spared  you 
wdll  direct  them  to  proceed  to  Brashear  City,  as  their  services  are  much 
required  in  the  lake. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  James  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force  above  Port  Hudson. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  information  received  from  a 

deserter  from  Port  Hudson. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Off  Red  River ,  May  21,  1863. 

General:  1  enclose  you  the  following  extracts  taken  from  a  letter 
I  received  from  the  commanding  naval  officer  at  Bayou  Sara  this 
morning: 

Picked  up  two  deserters  from  Port  Hudson  that  have  been  hidden  in  a  swamp  for 
several  days,  wraiting  for  one  of  our  vessels  to  come  down.  They  say  that  there  may 
be  about  2,500  or  3,000  in  Port  Hudson,  and  many  more  beyond  the  place,  but  they 
do  not  know  the  force.  Say  that  the  batteries  are  well  manned,  and  the  guns  still 
there;  heard  of  no  intended  evacuation  when  they  left.  *  *  *  The  cavalry  sur¬ 
prised  everybody  along  the  river  banks.  The  officer  in  command  did  not  stop  to 
communicate.  I,  however,  stopped  one  of  his  officers,  and  learned  that  they  were 
going  to  Waterloo.  Went  down  with  Albatross,  and  met  them  returning  from  the 
spot  where  our  mails  went  across  to  the  lower  fleet.  They  brought  back  2  killed  and 
1  wounded,  and  as  they  had  no  medical  officer,  I  took  him  on  board.  Had  they  told 
me  where  they  were  going,  I  could  have  saved  them  their  loss,  for  I  visited  those 
woods  and  burned  dwellings  only  the  evening  before,  and  heard  that  there  was  a 
force  of  cavalry  and  infantry  opposite  Port  Hudson.  I  could  have  shelled  them  when 
drawn  out  by  our  cavalry.  The  number  of  men  on  both  sides  were  the  same. 
Anchored  at  Waterloo,  and  remained  by  the  cavalry  all  night.  *  *  *  From  Bayou 
Sara  we  still  hear  that  Port  Hudson  has  but  a  very  small  force — a  brigade  and  a  half. 

J.  8.  Palmer, 

Commodore. 


General  Banks. 
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Letter  from  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 

return  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pittsburg. 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 

Bayou  Sara ,  May  83,  1863. 

My  Dear  Captain:  I  send  you  back  the  Pittsburg ,  though  I  (or 
rather  the  army)  can  ill  afford  to  lose  her,  but  I  think  it  necessary  you 
should  have  more  force  where  you  are.  1  am  in  hopes  that  Porter 
will  send  you  down  coal,  as  the  Pittsburg  has  much  less  than  I  sup¬ 
posed.  I  have  sent  the  Estrella  to  the  Atchafalaya  for  the  protection 
of  such  transports  as  may  have  yet  to  go  down. 

The  captain  of  the  Pittsburg  will  give  you  all  the  news. 

In  haste,  yours,  very  truly, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer. 

Captain  H.  Walke, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Lafayette. 


[Signal.] 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 

Near  Port  Hudson ,  May  — 10 :30  a.  rn. 

I  have  nothing  from  General  Banks  since  yesterday  morning,  when 
he  had  joined  Augur  at  Newport,  [La.]. 

.  Palmer, 

Commodore. 

Admiral  Farragut. 


[Signal.] 

May  24,  [1863]. 

Hold  on  and  watch  events  and  be  ready  to  take  advantage  of  them. 

D.  G.  Farragut. 


Commodore  Palmer. 


[Signal.] 

May  24,  [1863]. 

I  have  now  in  the  Mississippi  the  Albatross ,  Arizona ,  and  Sachem , 
the  two  latter  at  Bayou  Sara.  I  have  the  Estrella  on  the  Atchafalaya. 
The  Pittsburg  I  sent  yesterday  to  report  to  Captain  Walke  to  assist 
in  blockade  of  Red  River.  General  Grant  has  been  everywhere  suc¬ 
cessful.  We  hope  Vicksburg  b}r  this  time  has  fallen.  I  have  received 
about  120  tons  of  coal  for  all  of  us.  Hope  to  get  100  more  from  the 
army,  I  have  sent  over  an  officer  with  a  communication  for  you. 

J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore. 

Admiral  Farragut. 


[Signal.] 

May  24,  1863. 

General  Banks  wishes  k>  inform  you  that  our  forces  are  in  possession 
of  the  point  opposite  Port  Hudson.  Our  troops  are  somewhat  above 
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a,nd  retired,  but  they  command  the  point.  They  captured  a  signal 
otheer  and  6  men  last  night.  I  am  a  mile  from  the  fortifications. 
Grover  is  on  his  way  to  the  same.  Sherman  is  close  at  hand. 

G.  C.  Augur, 

.  ,  .  .  T,  Major-General. 

Admiral  I  arragut. 


[Signal.] 


May  25. 

General  Banks  requests  me  to  shell  the  west  side  of  Thompson’s 
Gieek  at  midnight,  to  prevent  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  escape 
over  that  side.  You  can  understand  the  firing. 

~  Palmer, 

Commodore. 

Admiral  Farragut. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Irwin,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

the  position  of  troops. 

Headquarters,  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Riley's,  before  Port  Hudson,  May  26,  1863 — Noon. 

Admiral:  The  commanding  general  is  at  the  front. 

I  will  forward  your  dispatch  to  him  immediately. 

Meanwhile  1  take  the  liberty  of  stating  our  position  early  this 
morning. 

Sherman  on  the  left,  in  advance  of  the  enemy’s  first  line  of  rifle  pits, 
having  his  pickets  at  the  front  edge  of  a  skirt  of  woods,  separated 
from  the  enemy’s  main  line  of  works  by  an  open  plain.  His  position 
is  in  front  of  the  schoolhouse. 

Augur  next,  on  the  road  from  the  Plains  [Store]  to  Port  Hudson, 
and  well  advanced. 

Grover  on  the  Jackson  road,  holding  the  front  edge  of  a  wood  which 
is  within  from  250  to  400  yards  of  the  apparent  center  of  the  works 
and  in  plain  sight  and  easy  range  of  them. 

Weitzel,  with  his  own  brigade,  Dwight’s,  and  Paine’s  (Emory’s) 
division,  reduced  to  about  a  brigade,  on  the  right,  near  where  the  tele¬ 
graph  road  from  Port  Hudson  to  Bavou  Sara  crosses  the  Big  Sandy 
Creek. 

This  morning  everybody  except  Grover  has  closed  up,  and  Grover 
can  not  close  up  without  taking  the  works  in  front  of  him. 

Thus  the  place  is  completely  invested. 

I  understand  that  it  is  commanding  general’s  intention  to  make  the 
decisive  attack  to-morrow  morning.  But  upon  this  point  I  do  not 
.“■peak  officially  or  decidedly,  as  everything,  of  course,  depends  upon 
circumstances,  which  an  hour  might  totally  change. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Richard  B.  Irwin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Flagship  Hartford. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  regard¬ 
ing-  the  closing  in  of  troops. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Riley’s ,  before  Port  Hudson ,  May  £5,  1863 — 8:30  a.  in. 

Commodore:  Having  abandoned  the  Atchafalaya  and  ordered  the 
evacuation  of  Butte-a-la-Rose,  the  commanding  general  directs  me  to 
inform  you  that  he  will  no  longer  need  the  Estrella  at  the  Courtableau 
Junction.  He  respectfully  requests  that  you  Will  order  her  and  another 
gunboat,  if  possible,  to  hold  and  observe  closely  the  head  of  the  Atcha¬ 
falaya  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  attempting  to  cross  near  Simmes- 
port.  We  can  furnish  you  a  detachment  of  sharpshooters  for  service 
on  the  boats  if  you  desire  it.  If  you  send  a  gunboat  down  to  order  up 
the  Estrella ,  please  send  word  to  the  commander  at  Butte-a-la-Rose 
that  no  more  transports  are  to  be  permitted  to  pass  up. 

Our  lines  closed  in  upon  Port  Hudson  yesterday.  We  occupy  the 
enemy’s  advanced  rifle  pits  on  our  left,  and  on  the  center  are  within 
musket  range  and  in  plain  view  of  the  work  at  the  crossing  of  the 
Jackson  road.  Everything  looks  favorable. 

We  are  in  easy  communication  with  Baton  Rouge  and  by  telegraph 
and  signals  from  our  left  to  the  admiral,  who,  as  I  presume  you  are 
informed,  has  his  flag  on  the  Monongahela.  I  shall  be  happy  to  send 
anything  for  you  to  New  Orleans. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  commodore,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

[Rich’d  B.  Irwin,] 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Flagship  Hartford. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Commodore  Palmer,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  naming 

a  point  of  attack  for  the  gunboats. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Riley's ,  before  Port  Hudson ,  May  25,  1863 — 1  p>.  m. 

It  is  important  that  the  gunboats  should  shell  the  point  of  land 
between  Thompson’s  Creek  and  the  Mississippi  from  a  position  a  little 
above  the  turn  of  the  river  at  midnight  precisely.  If  the  enemy 
attempts  an  escape,  it  will  be  across  Thompson’s  Creek,  between  the 
creek  and  Fancy  Point.  This  will  probably  occur,  if  at  all,  to-night. 
Grierson’s  cavalry  is  over  the  crest  of  Thompson’s  Creek.  You  will 
take  the  range  of  Port  Hudson,  covering  Fancy  Point  about  on  the 
line  marked  on  the  enclosed  sketch*  from  the  position  marked  on  the 
river,  thus: 

\  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  Genera l ,  Common d  'mg. 

Commodore  James  S.  Palmer, 

P.  S.  S.  Hartford. 


*  Sketch  not  found. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  8.  Navy, 

regarding  the  advance  of  his  command. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Riley’s,  before  Port  Hudson,  May  26,  1863 — 1  a.  m. 

Admiral:  Colonel  Irwin  informed,  you  of  our  position  early  this 
morning.  To-day  we  concentrated  Paine’s  (Emory’s)  division,  reduced 
to  about  a  brigade,  and  the  brigades  of  Weitzel  and  Dwight,  all  under 
General  Weitzel’s  command,  on  the  right,  turned  the  head  of  Big 
Sandy  Creek,  and  pushed  through  the  woods  on  that  part  of  the  line 
up  to  the  abatis  which  continues  the  enemy’s  Jine  of  defense  toward 
his  left. 

During  the  afternoon  he  made  quite  a  determined  attack  on  our 
right.  For  a  short  time  the  action  was  brisk,  but  the  enemy  was 
soon  driven  back  in  considerable  confusion,  and  at  dark  we  held  the 
ground  I  have  indicated  on  our  right,  and  on  the  rest  of  the  line  the 
same  general  position  indicated  in  Colonel  Irwin’s  dispatch. 

Colonel  Prince,  with  the  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry  and  a  section  of 
the  First  Illinois  Battery,  was  sent  down  and  across  Thompson’s  Creek 
to  destroy  the  enemy’s  means  of  transportation,  with  the  view  of  frus¬ 
trating  the  probable  attempt  to  escape  at  this  point.  Colonel  Prince 
took  the  large  steamers  Starlight  and  Red  Chief  and  a  small  flat,  being 
the  only  means  of  transportation  on  the  creek,  and,  finding  the  south 
bank  overflowed  and  the  steamers  in  good  order,  very  properly 
decided  to  hold  the  boats,  instead  of  burning  them,  and  only  to  destroy 
them  in  the  last  resort. 

We  are  now  everywhere  close  upon  the  works.  To-day  our  artil¬ 
lery  will  be  placed  in  position.  We  shall  bring  about  ninety  guns  to 
oear  upon  the  enemy.  We  shall  replenish  exhausted  ammunition, 
bring  up  that  which  we  need  for  the  work  before  us,  and  prepare 
everything  for  the  assault.  At  da}Tlight  to-morrow  (27th),  unless 
something  unexpected  occurs,  I  shall  order  the  works  to  be  carried 
by  assault. 

Please  let  the  mortars  destro}^  the  enemy’s  rest  at  night.  I  will  try 
to  communicate  with  you  and  Commodore  Palmer  frequently  by 
signals. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding,  etc.,  Flagship  Monongahela. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  IJ.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  the  assault. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Riley’s ,  before  Port  Hudson,  May  26,  1863 — Midnight. 

Sir:  I  have  ordered  the  light  artillery  to  open  fire  on  the  enemy’s 
works  at  daybreak  to-morrow  morning  and  the  heavy  batteries  con¬ 
centrated  on  the  left  center  to  open  at  6  a.  m. 

The  division  commanders  will  dispose  their  infantry  so  as  to  seize 
any  advantage  and  carry  the  works  at  the  earliest  moment.  I  hey  will 
be  taken  during  the  day. 
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Your  lire  should  cease  as  soon  as  you  observe  our  artillery  cease  its 
tire,  which  will  probably  be  about  10  o’clock,  though  the  time  is  of 
course  dependent  on  circumstances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  communicate  the  contents 
of  this  by  signals  to  Commodoi’e  Palmer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding ,  etc. ,  Flagship  Monongahela. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  IT.  S.  Army, 

giving  assurance  of  cooperation. 


Flagship  Monongahela, 

Below  Porrt  Hudson ,  May  26,  1863. 

Dear  General:  Your  dispatch  of  this  morning  is  duly  received. 
I  am  glad  to  find  that  all  is  going  on  as  well  as  you  desire.  I  shall 
continue  to  harass  the  enemy  occasionally  day  and  night.  He  was 
pretty  well  exercised  last  night  both  by  the  Hartford  and  the  mortars. 
I  am  trying  to  get  the  range  on  the  upper  battery  now.  We  have 
moved  the  mortar  boats  up  half  a  mile  nearer,  and  the  ships  will  be 
ready  to  open  the  moment  you  give  us  notice,  or  we  judge  you  to  be 
making  the  grand  artillery  attack.  It  seems  to  me  that  you  have  only 
to  make  the  assault  and  they  must  fall.  We  will  aid  you  all  we  can, 
but  I  am  so  anxious  about  the  troops  that  I  fear  I  will  not  do  as  much 
as  I  might  if  I  knew  exactly  where  they  were;  but  I  will  not  hurt 
your  men,  as  that  is  my  whole  study. 

The  enemy  have  not  replied  to  our  lire  this  morning.  1  am  glad 
your  officer  did  not  burn  the  steamers;  they  can  be  brought  out  easily 
at  any  time. 

I  shall  be  on  the  watch  to  aid  you  whenever  I  can,  and  with  my 
sincere  wishes  for  your  success,  I  remain, 

Very  truly,  yours, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Major-General  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


[Signal.] 

Mat  27,  [1863] — 6:15  a.  m. 

The  light  artillery  opens  at  daylight,  the  heavy  at  6  a.  m.  Port 
Hudson  will  be  ours  to-day.  The  ships  will  cease  firing  when  the 
artillery  ceases. 

Banks, 

General. 


Commodore  Palmer. 
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[Signal.] 

May  27—12:15  p.  m. 

All  is  going  well  with  the  army.  They  push  the  rebels  hard  on  the 
right.  Do  not  tire  again. 


Commodore  Palmer. 


Alden, 

Captain. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TL  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army, 

regarding  continued  operations. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 

Below  Port  Hudson ,  May  27,  1863. 

Dear  General:  I  heard  your  firing  last  evening  and  fear  you  have 
sustained  some  losses,  but  feel  assured  that  the  enemy  must  have  suf¬ 
fered  much  more.  Irust  that  you  will  be  able  to  carry  out  your 
designs  of  to-day  with  ease.  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  aid  you 
more,  but  I  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  on  them  during  the  night  and  will 
open  upon  them  again  with  you  and  cease  with  your  artillery.  Such 
have  been  my  orders  heretofore. 

Wishing  you  all  success,  I  remain,  truly,  yours, 

I).  G.  Farragut, 

Pear-  Admiral. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Gulf,  before  Port  Hudson. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  a  general  attack. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  May  28,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  1  have  received  your  several  letters.  We  made  a  gen¬ 
eral  attack  upon  the  works  yesterday,  at  2:15  o’clock,  advancing  up 
to  the  breastworks  on  all  sides,  and  many  of  our  men  were  upon  the 
parapets;  but  the  enemy  was  too  strong  in  numbers  and  the  works 
too  formidable  to  admit  our  full  success,  and  we  hold  this  position  at 
this  time.  On  the  right,  the  opposing  forces  are  separated  only  by  a 
few  feet,  and  no  man  on  either  side  can  show  himself  without  being 
shot.  On  the  left  the  main  force  has  fallen  back,  but  the  position  is 
held  by  skirmishers,  as  yesterday.  We  shall  hold  on  to-day,  and 
make  careful  examinations  with  reference  to  future  operations.  It  is 
the  strongest  position  there  is  in  the  United  States,  and  the  enemy  is 
in  stronger  force  than  we  have  supposed.  I  can  increase  my  force 
some  5,000  in  three  days,  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  Grant  may 
send  us  assistance.  We  may  reasonably  expect  it  if  he  is  fortunate. 
Our  men  fought  with  the  utmost  possible  bravery,  but  I  regret  to  say 
our  losses  have  been  very  severe  indeed.  A  large  number  of  officers 
have  been  killed  and  wounded.  I  have  asked  for  a  suspension  of 
hostilities  until  2  o’clock,  that  the  dead  and  wounded  may  be  brought 
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in.  They  are  within  our  lines,  but  can  not  be  removed  without  being 
fired  upon,  as  they  are  mainly  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  forti¬ 
fications. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General  Commanding. 

Admiral  It.  (t.  Farragitt. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  signals. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  May  2 8 ,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  We  mean  to  harass  the  enemy  night  and  day  and  to  give 
him  no  rest.  1  desire  to  establish  a  system  of  signals  with  you,  night 
and  day,  by  which  we  can  make  instant  communication.  This  can  be 
done  by  means  of  rockets  at  night  and  with  a  signal  flag,  which  1 
think  we  can  accomplish  in  the  day.  I  shall  want  you  to  shell  the 
town  at  night  unceasingly.  I  think  if  you  can  get  the  range  of  the 
center  of  the  town,  and  then  drop  the  shells  on  the  right  and  left,  front 
and  rear,  for  the  space  of  half  a  mile  from  the  town,  that  it  will  harass 
the  enemy  without  injury  to  us.  A  trial  of  the  experiment  can  be 
made,  so  that  you  can  have  immediate  notice  of  its  effect,  and  may  extend 
your  operations  in  the  direction  where  it  may  be  possible  without 
injury.  I  will  communicate  to-day  upon  the  subject  of  signals.  An 
examination  of  the  works  when  we  reached  them  show  them  to  be 
very  formidable,  and  the  country  in  which  they  are  placed  is  a  perfect 
labyrinth.  One  is  unable  to  comprehend  the  lay  of  the  land  even  after 
having  traveled  through  it.  Ravines,  woods,  and  obstructions  of 
every  sort  disconcert  the  movements  of  troops  and  break  up  the  lines. 
A  portion  of  these  difficulties  will  disappear  as  we  get  acquainted 
with  the  ground,  but  at  first  encounter  they  are  very  formidable.  I 
want  you  to  send  to  me  500  hand  grenades.  Let  them  be  accompanied, 
if  you  please,  by  an  officer  who  can  explain  to  our  men  their  proper 
management.  I  desire,  if  possible,  that  some  means  may  be  devised 
by  which  the  steamers  may  be  brought  out  of  Thompson’s  Creek.  If 
you  can  suggest  anything  upon  this  subject  I  should  like  it.  I  did 
not  receive  your  letter  of  the  20th  until  last  night,  but  most  of  the 
suggestions  contained  therein  had  been  complied  with. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Maj or-  General ,  Comm  andin  g. 

Admiral  I).  G.  Farragut. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  R.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  IT.  S.  Army, 
expressing  sympathy  in  his  failure  to  carry  the  works. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Monongahela,  May  28,  1863. 
Dear  General:  I  deeply  sympathize  with  you  in  your  losses  and 
failures  to  carry  the  works  of  the  enemy.  1  know  nothing  of  the 
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arrangements  of  their  works,  and  consequently  have  no  judgment  in 
the  case.  .  \\  hen  I  saw  General  Weitzel  open  his  batteries  on  the 
extreme  right,  I  thought  we  were  all  right;  but  when  the  forts  silenced 
his  fire,  I  feared  again  that  all  was  lost,  and  that  he  had  retired. 

In  their  exultation  this  morning  they  opened  upon  us;  we  returned 
their  fire,  and  continued  to  shell  them  until  we  silenced  their  guns.  I 
now  feel  anxious  to  know  what  will  be  your  next  move  in  the  case,  so 
as  to  know  how  to  cooperate  with  you. 

I  sent  General  Sherman  and  some  of  the  wounded  down  to  New 
Orleans  last  night  in  our  tug,  and  have  this  morning  sent  three  med¬ 
ical  officers  down  to  Springfield  Landing  to  assist  your  surgeons,  and  I 
only  desire  to  know  in  what  other  way  I  may  assist  you. 

"W  hen  you  have  made  up  your  mind  as  to  your  next  move,  please 
let  me  know,  that  I  may  govern  myself  accordingly. 

In  the  meantime,  I  remain,  very  sincerely,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army, 

regarding  continued  operations. 

Flagship  Monongahela,  May  29,  1863 — 10:30  j>.  m. 

Dear  General:  Lieutenant  Harwood  delivered  your  dispatch  at 
this  moment;  hence  you  see  it  was  too  late  for  any  of  the  purposes  of 
which  you  speak,  except  the  firing  during  the  night,  which  we  com¬ 
mence  every  night  from  10  to  12,  and  shell  all  night.  We  shelled  all 
the  afternoon,  but  we  can  not  reach  beyond  the  second  battery.  They 
cut  up  the  mortar  "boats  and  the  Essex  yesterday  or  last  night,  so  that 
they  had  to  drop  down  half  a  mile.  Lieutenant  Harwood  informs  me 
that  a  gunboat  can  not  get  into  Thompson’s  Creek,  nor  can  the  Hart¬ 
ford  shell  the  batteries  without  great  exposure  and  risk  of  getting  on 
shore. 

Mr.  Ffarwood  will  show  us  the  signal  station  in  the  morning,  as  well 
as  the  other  points. 

I  have  written  to  Porter  for  some  hand  grenades,  as  I  understand  he 
has  plenty  in  his  fleet. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf ,  before  Port  Hudson. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

requesting  a  detail  of  marines. 

IIdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  May  29,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  a  battery  of  four  Dahlgren  guns,  for  which  I 
am  providing  platforms.  I  should  be  glad  if  you  could  detail,  without 
detriment  to  your  service,  a  sufficient  number  of  marines  to  strongly 
man  these  guns  with  expert  men.  It  will  render  us  a  material  service. 
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Everything  looks  well  for  us.  The  rebels  attempted  a  sortie  upon 
our  right  last  evening  upon  the  cessation  of  the  armistice,  but  were 
smartly  and  quickly  repulsed.  You  must  have  heard  the  tiring;  but 
•1  of  our  men  were  wounded. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  opening  of  communication  by  signal  and  telegraph. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  May  29,  1863- — 10  p.  m. 

Admiral:  Our  general  position  is  unchanged  to-day.  The  enemy 
took  advantage  of  the  armistice  yesterday  to  move  the  commissary 
stores  from  the  storehouse  on  our  right,  which  was  under  our  tire,  and 
to  mass  new  guns  against  us  in  that  quarter.  He  is  evidently  very 
tender  there.  I  wish  you  would  continue  to  harass  him;  at  night 
especially.  We  will  keep  him  attentive  during  the  day  and  occasion¬ 
ally  at  night  also". 

We  are  endeavoring  to  complete  the  telegraph  line  to  Springfield 
Landing,  and  hope  by  to-morrow  night  to  be  in  immediate  communi¬ 
cation  with  you  by  telegraph  and  signals.  We  can  then  inform  you 
from  time  to  time  of  the  effect  of  your  fire  and  measurably  direct  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Flagship  Monongahela. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S  Army, 

regarding  general  matters. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 

Above  Port  Hudson ,  May  28,  1863 — 11:30  a.  m. 

Dear  General:  Your  two  dispatches  by  Captain  [Charles  A.] 
Hartwell  have  this  moment  been  received.  I  am  delighted  to  find  that 
you  maintain  so  good  a  position.  I  thought  Weitzel  had  been  driven 
back  by  the  heavy  bombardment  in  the  night.  I  can  not  but  think 
that  one  of  the  best  points  of  assault  is  on  the  water  front.  Captain 
Hoffman  came  down. here  opposite  the  Essex  day  before  yesterday  and 
knows  the  way.  It  is  not  over  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  citadel. 

If  you  would  come  down  abreast  of  the  Essex  and  march  up 
under  the  support  of  the  fleet,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  could  put  you 
within  the  lines.  The  only  thing  I  don’t  know  is  the  character  of  the 
land  along  the  shore.  Your  engineer  officer  might  look  at  it.  We 
have  no  hand  grenades.  They  are  not  in  use  in  the  Navy,  though  we 
esteemed  them  highly  during  the  war  of  1812. 

If  you  can  furnish  pilots  and  engineers  the  steamers  can  come  out 
of  Thompson’s  Creek  at  any  time  and  run  up  to  the  Hartford.  As  to 
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the  enemy’s  forces,  we  had  a  deserter  yesterday,  who  said  they  had 
about  4,000  men.  They  must  work  them  very  severely  night  and  day , 
but  they  work  on  a  small  radius.  You  must  overcome  them  by  per¬ 
severance.  I  will  shell  them,  but  I  do  not  believe  it  does  much  good, 
as  they  are  not  where  we  can  reach  them.  They  fall  back  to  the  inner 
line  at  night.  However,  we  will  tire  every  time  they  show  themselves. 
They  have  been  lavish  with  ammunition  yesterday  and  to-day,  and  yet 
we  heard  that  they  had  not  much  on  hand.  Wishing  you  success, 

I  remain,  yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 

General  Banks. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  IJ.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  successful  firing. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  May  30,  1863. 

My  Dear  Sir:  We  greatly  need  some  rock  tire  for  the  destruction  of 
buildings  within  the  fort.  The  bearer,  Captain  Colville,  will  state  to 
you  the  quantity  he  desires.  Our  fire  has  been  most  successful  to-day. 
The  large  gun  on  the  raft  has  been  disabled. 

A  messenger  from  the  country  east  reports  or  confirms  the  report 
of  the  death  of  Jeff.  Davis. 

Your  guns  last  night  are  said  to  have  compelled  the  enemy  to  change 
the  position  of  his  men  and  stores. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General,  Commanding . 

Admiral  Farragut. 


Letter  from  Captain  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

expected  communication 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lafayette, 

Red  River,  May  30,  1863. 

Dear  Commodore:  I  have  been  anxiously  waiting  to  hear  from  you 
and  Admiral  Porter  since  you  left  the  mouth  of  the  river,  but  no 
steamers  have  been  here  until  the  arrival  of  the  Price  \ ast  night.  1 
send  you  a  mail  bag  by  her.  I  tried  to  communicate  with  you  by  the 
Arizona,  but  could  not  make  her  fast  captain  stop.  In  that  respect 
he  is  generally  at  fault.  I  am  sorry  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  are 
not  captured  yet,  but  hope  for  the  best. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

Henry  Walke, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  Flagship  Hartford. 


[Signal.] 


May  30,  [1863]. 


General  Weitzel  says  continue  the  firing  as  we  direct. 
Admiral  Farragut. 
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[Signal.] 

May  30,  1863. 

The  shells  fired  from  the  mortar  fleet  at.  the  batteries  at  1  o’clock 
this  morning  fell  on  the  right  side  of  our  lines;  five-eighths  of  a  mile 
west,  with  same  range,  and  you  will  hit  the  enemy’s  forts,  or  100 
yards  to  the  left,  and  you  will  hit  their  rifle  pits. 

G.  Weitzel, 

General. 

Admiral  Fatiragut. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army, 

regarding  a  navy  battery. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 

Off  Port  Hudson ,  May  30,  1863. 

Dear  General:  I  send  you  Lieutenant-Commander  Terry  for  the 
purpose  of  arranging  the  affair  of  the  navy  battery  of  IX-inch  guns. 
Captain  Alden  said  very  promptly  he  would  furnish  the  officers  and 
men  to  work  the  guns.  Lay  the  platforms  with  a  slight  inclination,  so 
as  to  make  it  easy  to  run  the  battery  and  check  the  recoil.  Separate 
the  guns  so  as  not  to  expose  them  too  much  to  chance  shot.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Terry  is  an  intelligent  officer,  and  will  do  justice  to  the 
country  and  all  concerned. 

Respectfully  and  truly, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admira  l . 

Major-General  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army, 

forwarding  two  prisoners. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Monongahela, 

Port  Hudson,  May  31,  1863. 

Dear  General:  We  had  two  prisoners  sent  on  board  to  us  to  be 
sent  to  headquarters  for  your  examination  yesterday  evening.  The 
doctor  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  suspicious  character.  I  take  him  to 
be  both  a  spy  and  an  incendiary,  torpedo  maker,  or  something  of  the 
kind.  The  soldier  was  no  doubt  on  his  way  for  reinforcements, 
although  it  is  strange  that  he  should  have  crossed  the  river  under  the 
belief  that  we  had  no  one  on  that  side,  when  they  have  fired  at  our 
people  frequently;  but  you  will  dispose  of  them  according  to  your  own 
judgment. 

I  send  the  papers  found  on  the  doctor.  We  had  three  deserters 
last  night  from  Port  Hudson;  they  give  a  good  account  of  things  there. 
They  say  you  destroyed  a  large  amount  of  their  commissary  day 
before  yesterday,  that  you  killed  a  great  many  of  their  men  in  the 
fight,  and  kill  a  great  many  eveiy  daju 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  Banks. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut.,  U.  S.  Navy, 
requesting  guns,  and  men  to  man  them. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  May  31 ,  1863. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Thanks  for  your  note  and  the  cheering-  report  of 
the  deserters.  We  are  closing-  in  upon  the  enemy  and  will  have  him 
in  a  day  or  two.  Can  you  spare  to  us  the  32-pounder  guns  on  board 
the  mortar  boats  with  men  to  man  them?  They  will  do  us  great 
service.  General  Grant’s  success  is  glorious. 

Very  truly,  yours. 

‘  ‘  N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

TJ.  8.  8.  Richmond. 


Order  of  Commodore  Palmer,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke,  B.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  IJ.  S.  S.  Estrella,  to  proceed  to  Bayou  Sara. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Above  Port  Hudson ,  June  1 ,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Bayou  Sara  and  look  out  for  our  interests 
in  that  quarter.  You  will  also  keep  watch  on  the  opposite  shore. 
Upon  the  return  of  the  Arizona  you  will  order  her  down  to  report 
to  me. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Estrella. 


[Signal.] 


June  2,  [1863]. 


If  possible,  I  will  send  the  Parrott  guns  to  your  side.  It  offers  a 
good  position.  We  are  getting  in  position  for  a  vigorous  attack,  and 
are  confident  of  success.  We  are  getting  the  large  guns  up  to-day. 
I  will  keep  you  well  informed,  and  am  sorry  so  few  messages  reach 

yOU'  N.  P.  Banks, 

General. 


Admiral  Farragut. 


[Signal.] 


Your  telegrams  about  Parrott  guns 
think  it  safe.  Have  written  fully. 


for  the  Point  received.  Do  not 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Admiral. 


General  Banks. 


I  beg  you  to  bring  the  mortars  to  bear  while  daylight  lasts— to  bear 
on  a  circle  of  200  yards  in  diameter,  a  circle  about  800  yards  south  of 
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the  church.  Let  the  shell  fall  near  this  point  and  it  will  destroy  their 
magazine.  It  is  just  in  rear  of  the  first  clump  of  trees  between  the 
tower  and  your  position. 

N.  P.  Banks, 

General. 

Admiral  Farragut. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army, 
regarding  orders  for  returning  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 

Port  Hudson ,  June  #,  1863. 

General:  I  have  received  your  telegram,  but  can  not  think  it  advis¬ 
able  to  put  guns  in  front.  Their  shell  would  reach  our  forces.  I  am 
now  afraid  to  fire,  except  on  the  flank. 

I  was  afraid  my  shell  reached  your  forces  yesterday;  but  it  annoyed 
the  enemy  so  as  to  stop  his  firing,  and  1  now  give  orders  to  open  on 
him  the  moment  he  opens  on  your  forces — that  is,  on  the  X-inch  Colum- 
biad  in  their  middle  battery,  which  generally  annoys  Weitzel.  I  am 
glad  to  hear  that  you  are  preparing  for  a  final  assault.  All  I  think 
you  need  is  concert  of  action,  and  you  must  succeed.  Let  me  know  in 
time  to  give  you  my  assistance. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Hear- Admiral. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Report  of  Captain  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  an  engagement  near  Simmesport. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lafayette, 

Red  River ,  June  3 ,  1863. 

Sir:  This  morning  I  sent  the  Switzerland  down  to  Simmesport  to 
make  a  reconnoissance  in  compliance  with  your  request  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  and  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  1  heard  a  brisk  firing 
of  cannon  in  that  vicinity,  when  I  dispatched  the  Pittsburg  immedi¬ 
ately  for  that  place,  but  before  she  reached  Atchafalaya  the  Switzer¬ 
land  met  the  Pittsburg ,  and,  giving  her  information  of  her  engagement 
with  two  batteries  of  light  guns  and  a  considerable  [number]  of  infan¬ 
try,  they  both  returned.  Colonel  Ellet  reports  that  four  or  five  pieces 
of  light  artillery  opened  fire  on  him,  with  about  a  regiment  of  infantry, 
wounding  three  of  his  men,  one  dangerously.  The  Switzerland 
returned  the  fire,  passing  below  the  batteries,  and  also  on  her  return; 
but  not  having  the  means  of  capturing  the  enemy  or  his  guns,  and  his 
steam  pipe  disabled,  he  returned.  I  have  sent  him  to  you  for  some 
troops,  if  they  can  be  obtained,  so  that  I  can  make  an  attack  upon  the 
enemy  and  capture  his  artillery  and  some  of  his  troops,  perhaps,  by 
landing  our  troops  immediately  after  driving  them  from  their  guns. 
Colonel  Ellet  will  report  particulars.  In  great  haste,  I  am, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Walke, 

Captain ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  Jas.  S  Palmer, 

Commanding  Flagship  Hartford. 
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Letter  from  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

referring  to  a  reported  repulse. 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 

Above  Port  Hudson ,  June  3,  [1863]. 

My  Dear  Porter:  We  are  in  statu  quo  here— entered  upon  a  siege. 
As  I  understand,  we  were  repulsed  with  great  loss  upon  the  27th 
ultimo,  our  casualties  amounting  to  about  2,000.  General  Sherman 
and  some  7  or  8  colonels  killed;  yet  Banks  writes  me  [he]  is  preparing 
for  a  more  vigorous  assault,  and  is  sanguine  of  ultimate  success.  He 
is  very  much  in  want  of  hand  grenades;  pray  send  him  some  if  you 
have  any  to  spare. 

1  do  not  know  what  I  shall  do  if  you  can  not  send  me  coal;  the 
movements  of  my  gunboats  are  already  paralyzed  from  want  of  it. 

The  rebel  army  have  entirely  repossessed  the  country  from  which 
they  have  been  so  latel}T  driven;  they  have  even  occupied  as  far  down 
as  Brashear  City.  Some  rebel  cavalry  have  been  seen  opposite  Bayou 
Sara;  the  Atchafalaya  is  completely  blocked;  we  are  therefore 
dependent  upon  your  charity  for  coal. 

I  see  the  Northern  papers  report  Vicksburg  to  be  ours,  but  you 
will  certainly  let  us  know  when  that  happy  event  takes  place. 

I  have  directed  the  Price  to  take  back  the  empty  coal  barge  which 
you  at  first  sent  down;  it  has  been  of  great  use  to  tho  army  in  trans¬ 
porting  them  across. 

I  can  communicate  across  the  point  with  the  admiral  below  (an  affair 
of  about  two  hours);  can  also  signalize  from  my  masthead  to  that  of 
the  Richmond. 

Let  me  have  a  line  from  you  when  a  vessel  comes  down,  for  I  can 
not  understand  these  soldiers’  reports. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  S.  Palmer. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  investment  of  Port  Hudson 

and  Vicksburg. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 

Below  Port  Hudson ,  June  b,  1363. 
Sir:  Since  my  last  of  the  28th  of  May  nothing  material  has  occurred. 
General  Banks  still  has  Port  Hudson  closely  invested  and  is  now  put¬ 
ting  up  a  batterv  of  four  IX-inch  guns  and  four  24-pounders. 

The  first  will  'be  superintended  by  Lieutenant  Terry,  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond,  and  worked  by  four  of  her  gun  crews  and  to  be  used  as  a 
breaching  battery. 

We  continue  to  shell  the  enemy  every  night  from  three  to  five  hours, 
and  at  times  during  the  day  when  they  open  fire  on  our  troops. 

The  general  informs  me  that  he  hopes  to  be  able  to  make  an  assault 
in  a  few  days.  I  shall  hold  on  here  until  it  is  either  reduced  or  we  are 

repulsed.  ,  TT  j 

I  have  the  Hartford  and  two  or  three  gunboats  above  Port  Hudson; 
the  Richmond,  Genesee,  Essex,  and  this  vessel,  together  with  the  mor¬ 
tar  boats  below,  ready  to  aid  the  army  in  any  way  in  our  power. 
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One  of  General  Grant’s  aids  arrived  yesterday  from  Vicksburg,  who 
informed  me  that  that  place  is  very  closely  invested;  that  General  Pem¬ 
berton  is  confined  to  his  inner  trenches  and  pressed  upon  at  every 
quarter. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Hon.. Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Signal.] 

June  4,  [1863]. 

The  enemy  number  their  water  batteries  1,  2  from  up  the  river 
down.  The  main  magazine  is  behind  Battery  No.  6,  and  about  300  to 
500  }^ards  back  from  the  river. 

Banks, 

General. 

Admiral  Farragut. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  IJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  II.  S.  Navy, 

requesting  that  the  mortars  open  fire. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  June  J,  1863. 

Sir:  I  beg  you  to  bring  your  mortars  to  bear  immediately  while 
daylight  lasts.  Your  mortars  to  bear  upon  a  circle  of  200  yards  diame¬ 
ter,  the  center  about  800  yards  south  of  the  church. 

The  magazine  is  about  800  yards  almost  due  south  of  the  church. 
Let  the  mortar  shells  fall  in  a  circle  of  200  yards  diameter  in  that 
vicinity.  One  shell  near  this  point  will  destro}r  their  magazine.  It  is 
just  in  rear  of  first  clump  of  trees  looking  up  toward  the  town  from 
your  position. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

U.  8.  8.  Richmond. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  regard¬ 
ing  measures  for  the  protection  of  the  Atchafalaya  River, 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 

June  h,  [18631 — &  p.  m. 

General:  I  am  just  in  receipt  of  your  note.  I  sent  Colonel  Ellet 
up  to  you  yesterday,  and  informed  you  that  Simmesport  was  in  pos¬ 
session  of  the  enemy,  and  the  banks  of  the  Atchafala^va  were  filled 
with  their  sharpshooters.  This,  I  presume,  he  did,  and  told  you  how 
heavy  the  fire  was. 

Now,  1  question  whether  any  gunboat  could  get  down  the  Atcha¬ 
falaya,  owing  to  want  of  water,  and  there  ought  to  be  at  least  two  or 
three  sent  down  to  hold  their  own  against  the  enemy. 
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We  have  scarcely  coal  enough  to  enable  the  gunboats  to  do  their 
necessary  police  work  up  and  down  the  river.  This  Bayou  Sorrel, 
which  I  can  not  tind  on  the  map,  leads,  I  believe,  out  into  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  near  Plaquemine. 

1  will  notifiT  the  admiral  of  your  request,  and  see  if  he  can’t  get  the 
information  you  desire  by  way  of  Plaquemine. 

I  am  sorry  I  did  not  know  before  of  these  vessels  being  in  this 
dangerous  situation,  as  the  Estrella ,  when  she  last  came  up,  about  ten 
days  ago,  might  have  given  them  warning. 

Very  truly,  yours, 


General  N.  P.  Banks. 


J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore. 


[Signal.] 

June  5,  [1863]. 

I  desire  you  to  tire  one  of  your  rifle  pieces  upon  the  rebel  pivot  gum 

Grover, 

General. 


Captain  Alden. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
giving  the  results  of  the  mortar  firing. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  June  6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  The  shelling  of  the  mortar  boats  on  Thursday  night  is  reported 
to  have  seriously  inconvenienced  the  enemy.  Beef  cattle  killed,  sev¬ 
eral  men  wounded,  and  a  regimental  camp  rendered  untenable.  The 
bulk  of  the  early  fire  passed  a  little  to  the  left  of  and  beyond  the  main 
magazine.  The  sleep  of  half  the  garrison  was  prevented. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

TJ.  S.  /S.  Monongahela ,  Commanding ,  etc. 


[Signal.] 

June  6,  [1863]. 

I  have  him  under  my  control.  The  minute  he  opens,  I  silence  him. 

Farragut, 

Admiral. 


General  Banks. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 
seeking  to  learn  the  truth  regarding  reported  movements  of  the  enemy. 

Immediate.]  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf, 

Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  June  7 ,  1863 — 10  p.  rn. 
Colonel  Grierson,  just  in  from  an  expedition  sent  to  Clinton  to  dis¬ 
perse  the  force  there,  reports  that  the  enemy  evacuated  that  place 
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some  hours  before  he  entered  it,  and  fell  back  to  Liberty.  There  are 
rumors  that  Kirby  Smith  is  crossing  at  Natchez,  that  the  force  which 
retreated  from  Clinton  expects  to  be  reinforced  at  Liberty,  and  that 
Grant  has  had  another  tight  at  Vicksburg  in  which  he  carried  the 
enemy’s  first  line  of  works,  but  was  attacked  in  the  rear  by  Johnston 
and  badly  cut  up.  These  are  only  Southern  rumors,  of  course,  and  I 
read  them  favorably,  but  I  wish  you  would  direct  Commodore  Palmer 
to  send  a  gunboat  to  Natchez  to  ascertain  the  truth  as  to  the  reported 
crossing  there. 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Comm  anding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Flagship  Monongahela ,  via  Springfield  Landing. 


Order  of  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Brigadier-General  Grover,  TJ.  S.  Army, 
in  view  of  reported  operations  of  the  enemy  in  Thompson’s  Creek. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  June  <9,  1863 — 1:30  a.  m. 

General:  Admiral  Farragut,  in  a  dispatch  this  moment  received 
from  him,  states  that  heavy  hammering  has  been  heard  on  the  Hartford 
for  the  last  two  nights  (6th  and  7th),  supposed  to  be  in  or  at  the 
entrance  of  Thompson’s  Creek  into  the  Mississippi,  near  the  upper  or 
first  battery  of  the  enemy.  From  Colonel  Sage,  at  Fausse  Point, 
there  is  a  report  that  his  men  have  observed  persons  during  the  moon¬ 
light  bringing  large  logs  or  pieces  of  timber  down  to  the  water.  The 
admiral’s  impression  is  that  the  enemy  is  building  either  a  bridge  or  a 
raft  to  enable  him  to  escape.  The  commanding  general  desires  that 
you  will  immediately  ascertain  and  report  whether  this  hammering 
has  been  heard  upon  your  lines  and  whether  it  was  not  possibly  the 
noise  made  in  constructing  our  own  batteries  upon  the  extreme  right 
of  our  line.  The  commanding  general  considers  it  important  that  3Tou 
should  ascertain  the  truth,  the  exact  truth,  as  to  the  matter  with  the 
least  possible  delay. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Rich’d  B.  Irwin,] 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Brigadier-General  C.  Grover, 

Commanding  Right  Whig. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  the  approaching  crisis. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  June  8 ,  1863 — 10  p.  m. 

Admiral:  Matters  are  now  approaching  a  crisis.  All  the  guns  will 
be  ready  to  open  to-morrow.  The  mortars  on  the  right  opened  fire 
this  afternoon  fora  short  time  to  get  the  ranges  and  succeeded  in  doing 
so  very  satisfactorily.  To-morrow  we  shall  open  from  all  the  batteries 
and  fire  slowly  to  get  good  ranges  and  to  induce  the  enemy  to  develop 
his  fire  in  response. 
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I  am  well  satisfied  with  the  condition  of  affairs,  and  feel  confident 
that  the  enemy  can  not  hold  out  beyond  Thursday. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  you  now  to  keep  a  bright  lookout  to  prevent 
any  attempt  at  escape  by  crossing  the  river. 

Our  rear  is  now  clear  of  the  enemy,  so  that  we  do  not  apprehend 
his  presence  in  any  force  within  two  days’  inarch.  Nor  do  we  hear 
anything  definite  of  the  arrival  of  the  reinforcements  concerning 
which  the  enemy  keeps  up  so  many  reports. 

1  am  disposed  to  think  that  the  hammering  heard  on  the  Hartford 
was  either  the  sound  of  our  own  work  in  constructing  batteries  on  the 
right  or  the  noise  of  the  enemy  doing  the  same  thing  opposite.  1 
have,  however,  sent  a  party  to  make  a  thorough  examination  of  the 
approaches  near  the  mouth  of  Thompson’s  Creek.  Two  weeks  ago 
they  were  impassable. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  sent  to  you  last  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Pear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Sguadron ,  Flagship  Monongaliela. 


[Signal.] 

June  9,  [1863]. 

Hammering  and  building  is  reported  at  the  mouth  of  Thompson  s 
Creek.  Can  you  account  for  it? 

Farragut, 

A  dmirtd . 


General  Banks. 


[Signal.] 


We  have  men  near  by  the  creek  and  will 
well. 


June  9,  [1863]. 
report  to  you.  All  going 

Banks, 

General. 


Admiral  Farragut. 


[Signal.] 


Springfield  Landing,  June  9 ,  [1863]. 

Colonel  Prince  has  been  to-day  to  the  mouth  of  Thompson’s  Creek, 
on  the  east  bank,  and  reports  neither  hearing  nor  seeing  anything  of 
the  enemy  in  that  neighborhood.  Our  picket  line  is  complete  to  the 
captured  steamboats,  whence  it  is  extended  by  frequent  patrols  beyond 
the  steamboats  to  the  river.  The  crossing  of  Thompsons  Creek  is 
reported  impracticable.  We  burned  the  enemy  s  storehouse  this 

afternoon.  T 

Banks, 

General. 


Admiral  Farragut. 
N  IV  R — VOL  20 - 15 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  the  opening  of  fire. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  June  9,  1863 — 5:30  p.  to. 

Sir:  Opened  fire  at  11  a.  m.  from  the  heavy  guns  and  mortars,  and 
fired  slowly  during  the  day,  with  good  ranges  and  excellent  effect, 
driving  the  enemy  away  from  the  parapet.  Our  fire  was,  except  in 
one  or  two  instances,  unanswered.  The  heavy  guns  were  admirably 
served.  Please  keep  up  your  mortar  fire  during  the  whole  of  this 
night.  We  shall  fire  slowly  all  night.  Will  send  you  a  report  of  the 
operations  at  the  mouth  of  Thompson’s  Creek  this  evening. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Monongahela. 


[Signal.] 

June  10,  1863. 

Please  send  to  Springfield  Landing  500  blank  cartridges,  50  shrapnel, 
500  shell,  and  50  solid  shot  for  the  IX-inch  navy  guns.  Please  let  me 
know  when  they  will  be  there. 

Banks, 

General. 

Admiral  Farragut. 


[Signal.] 

June  10,  1863. 

The  ammunition  that  you  asked  for  will  be  at  Springfield  Landing 
at  5  p.  m. 

Alden, 

Captain. 

General  Banks. 


[Signal.] 

June  10,  1863. 


Send  as  many  5-second  fuzes  as  you  can  possibly  spare  to  Springfield 
Landing,  in  care  of  Colonel  Arnold,  chief  of  artillery. 

E.  Terry. 


W.  S.  Schley, 

Executive  Officer  of  the  Richmond. 


[Signal.] 

June  10. 

Colonel  Benedict  informs  me  that  you  had  orders  not  to  fire.  It 
must  have  been  a  great  mistake  in  some  of  my  dispatches.  Please 
continue  the  fire  of  your  mortars  the  whole  night.  We  shall  fire  also. 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major ■  General ,  Commanding. 

Admiral  Farragut. 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


227 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  a  reconnoissance  to  Thompson’s  Creek. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  June  10 ,  1863 — 6  p.  m. 

Sir:  Colonel  Prince  reports  no  rafts  being  built  at  the  mouth  of 
Thompson’s  Creek,  and  no  indications  there  of  any  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy  to  escape.  The  ground  on  the  west  bank  is  very  swampy, 
and  can  only  be  traversed  by  men  on  foot.  A  recon noitering  party 
sent  down  the  east  bank  went  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  Sandy  Creek, 
which  is  34'0  yards  above  the  mouth  of  Thompson’s  Creek,  but  met  no 
pickets. 

Colonel  Prince  saw  our  camp  at  Fausse  Point,  and  thinks  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  there  would  be  able  to  observe  everything  transpiring 
at  the  mouth  of  Thompson’s  Creek.  Please  request  him  to  see  if  he 
can  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Flagship  Monongahela ,  via  Springfield  Landing. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army, 
responding  to  a  request  for  continued  bombardment  by  the  mortars. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 

Below  Port  Hudson ,  June  11, 1863. 

Dear  General:  Your  several  dispatches  were  duly  received  yester¬ 
day,  and  all  the  shot  and  shell  were  sent  down  with  all  possible  dispatch 
to  Springfield  Landing  by  the  tug,  and  1  then  sent  her  down  to  Baton 
Rouge  to  telegraph  to  Commodore  Morris  to  send  me  more  IX-inch 
shells. 

Your  last  dispatch,  asking  me  to  continue  to  bombard  all  night, 
arrived  about  2:30  a.  m.  You  must  remember  we  have  been  bombard¬ 
ing  this  place  five  weeks,  and  we  are  now  upon  our  last  500  shells,  so 
that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  bombard  more  than  three  or  four 
hours  each  night,  at  intervals  of  five  minutes.  I  hope  you  will  be  able 
to  take  it  before  they  give  out,  for,  although  I  have  sent  north  for 
more,  I  do  not  know  when  they  will  arrive.  I  am  told  that  the  enemy 
has  nearly  all  his  men  concentrated  at  the  upper  or  northern  side  of 
his  defenses,  calculating  on  the  assault  being  made  there.  They  say 
the  deserters  say  there  are  very  few  in  the  lower  defenses. 

I  was  under  the  impression  that  our  shelling  only  served  two  pur¬ 
poses— to  break  their  rest  and  silence  their  guns,  when  they  opened 
in  our  sight;  the  last  he  has  ceased  to  do,  and  they  have  now  become 
indifferent  to  the  former.  After  the  people  have  been  harassed  to  a 
certain  extent  they  become  indifferent  to  danger,  I  think,  but  we  will 
do  all  in  our  power  to  aid  you. 

It  appears  that  the  Arizona  has  gone  to  Natchez  to  look  after  Kirby 
Smith,  and  break  up  all  boats  and  flats,  and  when  she  returns  the 

sharpshooters  will  be  sent  forward  to  you;  they  are  very  few. 

Very  truly,  yours,  _  „ 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- A  dm  iral. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 
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Report  of  Captain  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  contrabands. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lafayette, 

Off  Mouth  Red  River ,  June  11,  1863. 
Sir:  Received  on  board  this  morning  a  large  number  of  contrabands, 
which,  of  course,  I  could  not  refuse;  not  having  the  facilities  for  keep¬ 
ing  or  disposing  of  them,  I  send  them  to  you.  There  are  about  170. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Walke, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  Flagship  Hartford. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 
requesting  that  a  battery  of  guns  be  placed  opposite  Port  Hudson. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  June  13,  1863. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Your  dispatches  were  duly  received.  We  will  give 
you  notice  of  our  assault,  as  you  wish,  and  desire  your  participation 
in  the  work.  The  suggestion  as  to  the  continuance  of  the  lire  of  the 
tleet  was  made  in  consequence  of  a  report  from  Colonel  Benedict,  that 
you  understood  that  we  requested  a  discontinuance  of  your  lire.  This 
was  not  so.  Some  suggestions  may  have  been  made  as  to  ranges,  but 
nothing  more.  We  are  ready  for  the  assault  to-morrow,  but  may 
postpone  it  till  next  day;  we  shall  carry  the  works  without  fail  when 
we  attempt  it. 

There  are  some  guns  on  the  lower  river  front  that  are  terribly 
destructive  and  as  yet  out  of  our  reach.  Will  you  not  land  two  or 
three  of  your  heavy  Parrotts  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  abreast 
your  ship  and  out  of  range  of  the  enemy’s  batteries,  to  dismount 
them?  It  can  be  done  effectually  and  in  a  few  hours.  The  levee 
affords  protection  that  can  soon  be  made  perfect.  I  send  an  officer  to 
confer  with  you  and  who  will  construct  the  works;  we  shall  ask  of 
you  only  the  guns  and  men  to  man  them. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General,  Commanding . 


Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding,  etc. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army, 
responding  to  request  for  a  temporary  battery  opposite  Port  Hudson. 

Flagship  Monongahela,  June  13,  1863. 

Dear  General:  Your  note  of  8  a.  m.  to-day  is  received  by  Captain 
Baker,  respecting  the  battery  on  the  point  opposite  Port  Hudson.  I 
assure  you,  general,  that  no  gun  on  the  river  front  lires  at  the  army; 
the  X-inch  gun  has  done  so  once  or  twice  at  night,  perhaps,  without 
our  seeing  it,  but  my  orders  are  to  open  on  it  the  moment  it  fires  a 
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shot,  and  we  silence  it  in  five  minutes.  We  lie  in  easy  range  of  our 
Parrott  guns  and  mortars,  but  we  can  see  nothing  of  the  guns  to  which 
you  allude  that  annoy  you  in  the  rear;  if  we  could,  I  would  open 
immediately,  but  we  can  see  nothing  in  that  direction.  We  can  send 
for  the  guns  at  New  Orleans,  and,  if  you  wish,  plant  them  and  fire 
them;  but  if  you  think  we  can  fire  toward  the  rear,  it  is  entirely  differ¬ 
ent  from  all  they  have  been  saying  to  us.  Your  shells  fall  in  the  river, 
and  it  is  certain  that  ours  will  go  farther  than  yours.  I  fear  it  will  be 
wrong,  but  I  am  ready  for  anything. 

Yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 

General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  the  opening  of  attack. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  June  13,  1863 — 7:30  a.  m. 

Admiral:  I  shall  open  a  vigorous  bombardment  at  exactly  a  quarter- 
past  11  this  morning,  and  continue  it  for  exactly  one  hour. 

I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  aid  us  by  throwing  as  many 
shells  as  you  can  into  the  place  during  that  hour,  commencing  and 
ceasing  fire  with  us. 

The  bombardment  will  be  immediately  followed  by  a  summons  to 
surrender. 

If  that  is  [not]  listened  to,  I  shall  probably  attack  to-morrow 
morning,  but  of  this  I  will  give  you  notice. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Blag  ship  Monongahela. 


Letter  from  Major-Genetal  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  the  opening  of  attack. 

PIeadquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Before  Port  Hudson,  June  13,  1863 — 9  p.  m. 
Sir:  I  have  just  sent  you  the  following  message  by  signals: 

Please  commence  firing  vigorously,  with  mortars  only,  at  lip.  m.  and  cease  at 
exactly  2  a.  m.  Throw  your  shells  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  center  of  the  work. 

We  shall  attack  Port  Hudson  at  daybreak. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding,  etc. ,  Flagship  Monongahela. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 
stating  that  the  enemy  refused  to  surrender. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  June  13 ,  1863. 
Admiral:  General  Gardner  answers  that  his  duty  requires  him  to 
defend  the  place,  and,  therefore,  he  declines  to  surrender. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

P lag  si  dp  Monongahela. 


[Signal.]  , 

June  13, 1863. 

Please  send  an  order  to  the  company  of  sharpshooters  from  the 
Arizona ,  said  to  be  ashore  at  Saint  Francisville,  to  join  their  regiment 
at  once. 

Banks, 

General. 

Admiral  Farragut. 


[Signal.] 

June  13,  1S63. 

Commodore  Palmer  sent  me  word,  and  I  sent  it  to  you,  that  the 
sharpshooters  of  the  Arizona  had  joined  their  regiment  some  time 
before  the  Arizona  went  up  the  river  to  Natchez,  but  will  send  over 
by  the  first  opportunity. 

Farragut, 

Admiral. 

General  Banks. 


[Signal.] 

Springfield  Landing,  June  13 ,  1863. 
Dispatches  to  General  Grant  delivered  in  person.  Chief  engineer 
asks,  Can  you  give  Captain  Baker  four  30-pounder  Parrott  guns,  and 
what  kind  of  carriages? 

J.  T.  Barker, 

Captain  and  Engineer. 

Admiral  Farragut. 


[Signal.] 

June  13,  1863. 

The  admiral  has  no  30-pounder  Parrott  guns  here.  It  is  understood 
there  is  a  large  number  belonging  to  the  army  at  New  Orleans  in 
store. 

T.  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Captain  J.  T.  Barker,  Engineer. 
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[Signal.] 

June  13,  1863. 

Please^send  as  many  shrapnel  as  you  can  spare  for  the  IX-inch  navy 
guns.  General  Gardner  answers  that  his  duty  requires  him  to  defend 
the  place,  and  he  declines  to  surrender. 

Banks. 

General. 

Admiral  Farragut. 


[Signal.] 

Ammunition  for  the  naval  battery  just  received,  and  will  be  sent 
this  a.  m.  to  Springfield  Landing. 

T.  A.  Jenkins, 
Captain  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

General  Banks. 


[Signal.] 

June  11,  1863. 

Getting  very  short  of  ammunition.  Please  send  us  as  much  Dahl- 
gren  ammunition  as  you  can  spare,  to  the  extent  of  800  rounds,  chiefly 
shell  and  shrapnel.  Can  you  spare  any  20-pounder  Parrott  ammunition  ? 

Banks, 

General. 

Admiral  Farragut. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  the  result  of  the  attack. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  June  lj,  1863. 

Admiral:  As  you  will  have  readily  perceived,  the  attack  did  not 
succeed,  though  the  merest  accident  separated  success  from  failure. 
We  hold  advanced  positions  and  shall  intrench  them  to-night. 

The  enem}"  made  one  or  two  attempts  on  the  center  and  right  to 
open  with  his  artillery,  but  was  almost  instantly  silenced.  It  required 
a  little  longer  to  silence  some  troublesome  guns  on  the  left,  but  it  was 
done. 

We  shall  hold  the  advanced  positions  we  now  have  and  throw  up 
rifle  pits  to  cover  them  to-night. 

I  believe  our  loss  has  not  been  heavy,  except  in  officers,  and  the 
men  are  in  tolerable  good  spirits. 

1  am  still  confident  of  the  final  result. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Flagship)  Monongahela. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Stone,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  S.  Navy, 
making  enquiry  regarding  Simmesport. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  June  15,  1863. 

Admiral:  Major-General  Banks  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  a 
negro  has  just  arrived  in  camp,  who  reports  that  he  left  Simmesport 
on  Tuesday  last,  and  that  Kirby  Smith  was  then  there  with  a  consider¬ 
able  force. 

The  man  says  that  he  ran  away  that  night  and  joined  our  gunboat  at 
the  mouth  of  Red  River  the  following  morning;  that  the  commander 
of  the  gunboat  (which  he  thinks  was  the  Lafayette)  took  him  on  board 
and  proceeded  at  once  to  Simmesport,  shelled  the  rebels  there,  burned 
the  town,  and  returned  on  Thursday  morning  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river. 

Major-General  Banks  requests  to  know  if  the  statement  of  the  negro 
is  confirmed  by  reports  from  the  gunboats. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  admiral,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  P.  Stone, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Fleet,  etc. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Stone,  U.  S.  Army, 
confirming  reports  regarding  affairs  at  Simmesport. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 

Port  Hudson,  June  15,  1863. 

Dear  General:  Please  inform  General  Banks  that  all  of  the  negro’s 
report,  except  Kirby  Smith  being  there,  is  substantially  true. 

The  gunboats  went  to  Simmesport  and  drove  them  away,  and  burned 
or  destroyed  all  the  flats  and  boats  there,  but  the  water  is  now,  or  will 
soon  be,  so  low  that  they  can  occupy  the  place  with  impunity  to  us. 

Our  boats  have  been  compelled  to  come  out  of  the  Red  River  for 
want  of  water  to  pass  the  bar;  but  the  enemy  can  not  come  down  to  the 
Mississippi  River,  and,  if  they  do,  they  have  no  means  of  crossing  it. 

A  negro  came  in,  reporting  that  a  large  force  was  crossing  the  Red 
River  and  some  bayou  on  cotton  bales  placed  on  a  raft  in  a  shallow 
part  of  the  stream,  and  that  Magruder  was  said  to  be  at  their  head; 
but  as  my  informant  told  me  that  Colonel  Sage  had  been  informed  of 
it  I  did  not  send  you  word,  as  you  were  just  then  in  your  troubles. 
I  took  it  for  granted  that  Colonel  Sage  would  know  if  there  was  any 
truth  in  the  report  before  he  sent  you  word. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  your  losses  were  not  great  yesterday,  and  that 
all  may  yet  be  well  with  us.  I  took  5  prisoners  this  morning,  whom 
I  send  down  to  Springfield  Landing.  They  say  that  Weitzel  was 
driven  back  from  all  the  ground  that  he  had  gained,  and  they  report 
their  killed,  as  reported,  to  be  very  few,  but  1  can  not  believe  it. 

Very  respectful^, 


Brigadier-General  Charles  P.  Stone. 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Pear- Admiral. 
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Letter  from  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  requesting 
a  force  to  prevent  the  occupation  of  the  point  opposite  Port  Hudson. 


U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 

Above  Port  Hudson ,  June  15,  [1863] — 11  a.  m. 

General:  The  officer  in  command  of  your  troops  on  the  point  has 
just  sent  me  word  that  the  enemy  from  Grosse  Tete  are  advancing-  in 
considerable  force  toward  the  point  opposite  Port  Hudson,  our  cavalry 
scouts  having-  last  night  [captured]  2  of  their  pickets.  Colonel  Sage 
informs  me  he  will  retire  under  the  protection  of  the  lower  fleet.  Can 
you  spare  a  force  sufficient  to  prevent  their  occupation  of  the  point 
and  to  reinforce  Colonel  Sage? 

1  ours,  respectfully, 


General  N.  P.  Banks. 


J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Palmer,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding 
assistance  offered  to  Colonel  Sage,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

U.  S.  Flagship  PIartford, 

Above  Port  Hudson,  June  16,  1863 — It- jp.  m. 

General:  As  far  as  I  can  learn  from  the  two  captured  pickets  of 
the  enemy,  whom  Colonel  Sage  has  sent  me  for  safe-keeping,  their 
force  consists  of  between  400  and  500  men,  all  cavalry,  badly  armed; 
not  a  private  among  them  having  a  saber,  have  been  only  three  months 
in  the  service,  and  have  never  been  even  in  a  skirmish.  They  have 
two  light  pieces  of  artillery  with  them;  all  from  Texas;  commanded 
by  Colonel  [B.  VV .  ]  Stone. 

Yesterday  afternoon  Colonel  Sage  sent  me  word  that  the  enemy 
were  so  near  him  that  he  should  defend  himself  where  he  was,  and 
asked  me  to  render  him  assistance.  I  immediately  placed  two  gun¬ 
boats  to  command  the  levee  and  offered  him  100  men  and  a  tieldpiece 
to  aid  in  his  defense,  but  it  seems  he  changed  his  plan,  deeming  it 
more  prudent  to  change  his  position  where  he  always  could  retire  upon 
the  lower  fleet  and  be  secure  of  his  supplies.  This  information  you 
probably  have  received  before  this.  I  have  seen  nothing  of  your 
staff  officer  which  you  mention  in  your  note  of  yesterday  having  sent. 

Communication  can  always  be  had  with  me  from  your  headquarters 
in  three  and  a  half  hours  across  Thompson’s  Creek,  and  the  road  is 
tolerably  good.  Owing  to  the  falling  of  the  waters,  I  can  no  longer 
signalize  to  the  admiral  across  the  point.  Your  shortest  way  of  com¬ 
municating  with  Fausse  Point  is  through  me. 

The  transports  are  all  down  here,  being  alarmed  by  the  proximity 
of  the  guerrillas,  which  they  say  are  hovering  about  Bayou  Sara.  If 
that  is  the  case,  the  road  between  you  and  Bayou  Sara  is  not  safe.  If 
you  see  no  necessity  of  protection  at  Bayou  Sara,  I  will  withdraw  the 
two  gunboats  1  now  have  there. 

I  have  no  later  news  from  Vicksburg.  As  soon  as  I  have  I  will  send 
you  the  information.  I  am  afraid  matters  are  not  progressing  there 
as  favorably  as  we  could  wish,  or  we  should  have  had  good  news  before 
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this.  The  defenses  of  Port  Hudson  are,  it  seems,  far  more  formidable 
•  than  any  of  us  have  imagined.  What  are  our  present  hopes  of  success  ? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  before  Port  Hudson. 

P.  S. — 1  have  just  learned  that  a  fight  has  ensued  between  part  of 
the  crew  of  the  gunboat  Arizona  and  about  100  cavalry  at  Pointe 
Coupee.  Her  commander  was  imprudent  enough  to  send  his  sailors 
on  shore  to  engage  them.  He  lost  several  men  and  had  several  taken 
prisoners. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  II.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  unsuccessful  attack  on  Port 

Hudson. 


Flagship  Monongahela,  June  15 ,  1863. 


Sir:  Since  my  last  communication  we  have  had  an  assault  on  Port 
Hudson  by  the  army,  but  in  consequence  of  some  accident  it  was  not 
successful  and  we  stand  very  much  as  we  did  before. 

General  Banks  appears  to  think  his  position  somewhat  improved, 
but  I  do  not  understand  how,  except  that  he  is  a  little  nearer. 

We  are  expending  an  enormous  quantity  of  shot  and  shell,  as  the 
firing  is  kept  up  very  constantly.  1  shall  have  to  economize,  as  we 
are  now  reduced  to  our  last  500  mortar  shell,  but  1  hope  that  the  Chief 
of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  will  forward  a  supply  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  the  navy  battery  we  have  four  IX-inch  guns;  it  is  in  charge  of 
Lieutenant-Commander  Terry,  of  the  Richmond,  and  officered  and 
manned  from  her.  Acting  Ensigns  Swann  and  Shepard  are  assisting. 
I  know  nothing  of  the  details  of  the  fight  of  Sunday  morning;  there 
was  a  terrible  cannonade  for  an  hour  or  two,  and  I  believe  that  there 
was  also  a  charge  made,  which  from  some  accidental' cause  was  unsuc¬ 
cessful.  As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  the  loss  was  not  great. 
Our  men  are  reported  to  be  in  good  spirits. 

We  take  a  number  of  deserters  every  day,  and  they  represent  their 
food  limited  to  three  ears  of  corn  per  da}^  and  no  means  to  grind  it, 
with  half  a  pound  of  fresh  beef. 

They  have  about  250  head  of  cattle;  many  of  them  are  killed  daily 
by  the  shot  and  shell  of  the  contending  parties.  Their  ammunition  is 
also  short,  particularly  shot  and  shell;  but  as  'they  husband  theirs 
more  than  we  do,  only  firing  when  we  assault  them,  and  then  use  all 
the  fragments  of  our  shell  they  can  collect  and  pieces  of  railroad  iron, 
they  are  likely  to  hold  out  some  time,  as  we  are  lavish  in  our  expendi¬ 
ture;  still  1  hope  they  will  be  compelled  to  surrender  before  they 
can  get  reinforcements,  although  they  are  said  to  have  a  strong  force 
on  the  western  side  of  the  Mississippi;  still  we  have  the  Hartford  and 
four  gunboats  to  keep  them  from  crossing. 

Very  respectfully, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 


Rear-Admiral. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Springfield  Landing,  June  15,  1863. 
Send  me  as  many  5-second  fuzes  as  you  can  possibly  spare  to  Spring- 
field  Landing,  care  of  General  Arnold,  chief  of  artillery. 

E.  Terry. 

Lieutenant  Schley. 


[Signal.] 

June  15,  1863. 

Sir:  From  information  received,  I  think  an  attack  will  be  soon  made 
upon  my  forces  by  a  large  force  of  cavalry.  If  the  enemy  does  not 
attack  me  to-day,  I  shall  move  my  force  to  the  lower  fleet  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  getting  a  safe  position  and  near  supplies. 

C.  H.  Sage, 

Colonel ,  Commanding . 

General  Banks. 


Springfield  Landing,  June  17,  [ISOS']. 
Admiral  Farragut:  Can  you  send  me  two  surgeons,  as  wounded 
are  coming  in  very  fast  and  i  am  short-handed? 


J.  C.  Fisher, 

Medical  Director. 


I  have  but  one  surgeon. 


J.  C.  Fisher, 

Medical  Director. 


June  IT. 


Farragut, 

Admiral. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 
transmitting  dispatches  regarding  destruction  of  vessels  at  Plaquemine. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  June  18,  1863. 

The  following  are  copies  of  dispatches  received  at  these  quarters  at 
half  past  12: 

Baton  Rouge,  June  18,  1863. 

Captain  McCarty,  of  the  Southerner,  reports  the  Anglo-American,  Sykes,  and  two 
other  small  boats,  burned  at  Plaquemine  this  morning.  Planter  reports  that  they 
have  2,000  infantry,  500  cavalry,  and  two  fieldpieces,  and  intend  marching  on  Don- 
aldsonville.  Some  cavalry  appeared  in  sight.  Gunboat  No.  2  has  gone  down. 

C.  W.  Drew, 

Colonel. 


New  Orleans,  June  18,  1863. 

I  have  this  moment  received  the  following,  and  suggest  that  gunboat  be  run  down 
to  Plaquemine  immediately,  to  shell  the  rebels  out: 

“Donaldsonville,  18th. 

“General  Emory:  We  left  New  Orleans  at  7  o’clock  yesterday  for  Springfield 
Landing.  At  Plaquemine  we  found  the  steamers  Sykes  and  Anglo-American  on  fire. 
Negroes  report  that  all  our  men  are  either  shot  or  taken  prisoners.  We  are  now  at 
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Donaldsonville.  Have  on  board  350  convalescent,  mostly  unarmed.  What  shall  we 
do?  Negroes  report  500  to  1,000  rebels  at  Plaquemine. 

“M.  Clapp, 

“  Lieutenant,  In  Command 

The  convalescents  are  on  their  way  to  join  their  regiments  at  headquarters.  TV  ill 
remain  for  the  present  at  Donaldsonville. 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General,  Co mmanding. 


You  will  please  obtain  all  the  information  you  can  in  respect  to  this 
matter  and  send  down  a  gunboat  if  convenient. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

XT.  S.  S.  Monongahela 

Flagship  Monongahela, 

Port  Hudson ,  June  18 ,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  steamer  Monongahela  under  your 
command  down  to  Plaquemine  and  Donaldsonville,  and  give  support 
to  our  forces,  and  if  possible  shell  the  enemy  out  of  those  places. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 

Captain  M.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Monongahela. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Alden,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Richmond,  on  the  temporary  withdrawal  of  the  former  to  Donaldsonville. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 

Port  Hudson ,  June  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  find  it  necessary  to  run  down  the  river  to  Donaldsonville, 
having  heard  that  the  enemy  have  attacked  Plaquemine  in  force  and 
burned  several  of  our  army  transports.  You  will  therefore  be  again 
left  as  commanding  officer  below  Port  Hudson,  the  duties  of  which  I 
feel  assured  you  will  attend  to  with  your  usual  zeal. 

The  enemy  within  Port  Hudson  has  reestablished  his  grist  mill  in  the 
depot  by  means  of  a  locomotive  and  I  have  directed  Commander  Cald¬ 
well  to  throw  his  shell  at  it  when  he  fires,  but  to  fire  only  as  usual  two 
or  three  hours  at  intervals  of  live  minutes. 

I  have  also  directed  the  Genesee  to  throw  a  few  shell,  five  or  six,  at 
it  this  afternoon. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  James  Alden, 

Commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Richmond,  Belov:  Port  Hudson. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  1J.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army, 
transmitting  reports  regarding  operations  of  the  enemy  against  Donaldsonville. 

Flagship  Mononuatiela, 

Port  Hudson ,  June  18 ,  1863. 

General:  I  herewith  send  you  two  documents  received  from  Com¬ 
modore  Palmer  and  Lieutenant- Commander  Cooke.  You  will  he  able 
to  give  them  a  more  correct  value  than  I  can,  but  I  do  not  believe  that 
Kirby  Smith  or  Mouton  are  there. 

The  Texas  prisoners  I  sent  }Tou  yesterday  said  they  had  not  heard  of 
any  general  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  only  knew  Colonel  Stone 
of  their  regiment. 

I  will  send  a  vessel  down  to  Donaldsonville,  although  I  have  very 
few.  1  had  to  send  my  last  gunboat  down  to  cruise  off  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi  for  these  pirates  who  are  running  off  with  our  tug¬ 
boats.  I  do  believe,  however,  that  all  that  affair  was  concocted  in 
New  Orleans,  and  by  a  scoundrel  fry  the  name  of  Duke,  who  was  the 
captain  of  a  vessel  we  captured  running  the  blockade  with  cotton. 
We  kept  him  as  long  as  we  could,  for  I  thought  he  was  a  daring 
scamp,  nor  would  I  be  surprised  to  find  that  the  merchants  interested 
were  in  the  secret. 

1  was  thinking  of  going  down  to  New  Orleans  for  a  few  days,  and 
leaving  Captain  Alden,  of  the  Richmond ,  in  command  here.  1  know 
he  will  do  all  that  is  required,  and  with  a  zeal  and  cheerfulness  not  to 
be  surpassed.  My  affairs  require  looking  after  below;  but  a  few  days 
will  make  no  matter.  If  you  see  any  prospect  of  being  able  to  do 
anything  this  week,  I  will  put  off  my  visit  below. 

They  appear  to  be  getting  along  well  on  the  left  in  putting  up  bat¬ 
teries.  If  I  can  be  of  any  service,  let  me  know.  I  must  look  out 
for  fresh  supplies,  mortar  shell  particularly.  I  expect  they  are  on 
their  way,  but  know  nothing  of  them. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G. 


Farragut, 
Rear-  Admiral. 


Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 

Wednesday  Evening ,  June  17,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  enclose  you  a  letter  just  received  from  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Cooke.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Kirby  Smith  is  in  this 
vicinity,  and,  from  reliable  source  obtained  from  Bayou  Sara  to-day, 
I  learn  that  it  is  his  intention  to  join  General  Mouton  and  capture 
Donaldsonville,  so  as  to  intercept  General  Banks’  supplies  from  New 
Orleans.  The  rebel  cavalry,  which  have  been  hovering  in  this  neighbor¬ 
hood  all  the  morning,  have  suddenly  disappeared  and  have  taken  the 
road  to  Grosse  Tete. 

There  was  a  party  of  about  100  with  two  fieldpieces  close  by  me  this 
morning  at  Waterloo,  and  I  learned  that  it  was  their  intention  to-night 
to  fire  upon  the  transports  which  were  anchored  just  ahead  of  me.  I 
accordingly  have  dropped  them  down  under  my  lee,  and  my  intention 
was  to  have  shelled  them  as  soon  as  it  became  dark,  but,  on  sending  a 
scout  on  shore  late  this  afternoon  to  get  more  particularly  their  exact 
locality,  I  found  they,  too,  had  disappeared. 
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The  enemy  are  evidently  mustering  in  force  for  some  purpose, 
whether  to  drive  our  friend,  Colonel  Sage,  into  the  Mississippi,  and 
then  run  supplies  into  Port  Hudson,  or  go  down  to  Donaldsonville,  1 
am  uncertain,  but  one  of  the  two  is  evidently  tlieir  object. 

The  two  cavalrymen  belonging  to  Banks,  who,  with  their  horses,  the 
Bee  has  brought  down,  I  shall  turn  over  to  Colonel  Sage  as  a  rein¬ 
forcement. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore. 

P.  S. — I  sent  over  to  you  this  morning  an  Irishman  who  deserted 
from  the  rebels,  and  who  cheerfully  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and 
the  two  Texas  cavalry  pickets  captured  by  Colonel  Sage,  whom  I 
paroled. 

[Subenclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Estrella, 

Above  Morganza ,  June  17 ,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Estrella  and  Arizona  got  underway  this  morning  from 
Pointe  Coupee  and  went  to  Morganza  to  communicate  with  the  enemy 
in  reference  to  the  fate  of  Captain  Upton’s  men. 

They  were  all  captured,  12  in  number,  and  are  now  in  the  enemy’s 
hands.  W e  can  obtain  no  reliable  information.  They  say  that  General 
Kirby  Smith  is  below  Pointe  Coupee;  that  General  Mouton  is  also  in 
this  vicinity.  Nothing  said  about  the  strength  of  their  force.  The 
Arizona  and  this  vessel  are  both  short  of  fuel,  and  are  at  present 
wooding  above  Morganza,  on  the  opposite  side. 

I  send  down  by  the  Bee  two  cavalrymen  who  came  down  to  the  bank 
and  reported  that  they  were  a  portion  of  the  rear  guard  of  a  foraging 
party  sent  out  from  Port  Hudson  yesterday,  and  were  cut  off  by  the 
enemy’s  cavalry.  The  Bee  has  been  detained  wooding. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  Cooke, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Commodore  James  S.  Palmer, 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford , 


Letter  from  Captain  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Lafayette,  regarding  the 

necessity  for  docking  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lafayette, 

Off  Mouth  of  Bed  River ,  June  19 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  would  most  respectfully  apply  to  you  for  assistance.  I  have 
not  heard  from  Admiral  Porter  since  June  1, 1863,  or  Vicksburg  since 
the  Arizona  came  down.  1  am  short  of  provisions  and  medicines. 
Some  200  contrabands  have  come  to  me  for  protection,  whom  I  was 
obliged  to  receive,  but  I  have  no  means  of  transporting  them  to 
General  Banks,  and  I  can  feed  them  but  a  few  days  longer.  A  more 
serious  difficulty  has  made  its  appearance,  however,  in  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  this  vessel,  by  placing  the  lirebed  or  ash  pan  so  close  to  her 
keelson  and  floor  timbers  that  they  are  burned  through,  or  so  charred 
through  that  she  can  not  navigate  the  river  with  safety,  and  in  the 
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opinion  of  a  survey,  [it  is]  indispensably  necessary  that  she  should  be 
docked  as  soon  as  practicable.  As  the  extent  of  the  damage  can  not  be 
fully  ascertained  without  removing  the  hrebed  and  ash  pan,  which  I  can 
not  do  while  blockading  the  mouth  of  Red  River  with  steam  up,  and 
ha'*  ing  no  boat  to  spare  to  send  to  \  icksburg  for  relief  or  instructions, 
therefore,  would  most  respectfully  request  the  services  of  one  of  your 
gunboats  to  go  up  the  river,  and  a  transport  to  take  the  countrabands 
down  the  river.  I  would  also  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
advice  in  my  present  extremity,  as  to  the  possibility  of  having  this 
vessel  docked  at  New  Orleans,  the  river  being  too  low  to  attempt  to 
go  to  St.  Louis  if  Vicksburg  was  in  our  possession. 

Should  1  ort  Hudson  fall,  or  if  you  should  go  below,  I.  think  it  would 
be  most  adv  isable  to  take  this  vessel  to  New  Orleans,  if  there  are  any 
means  of  docking  her  there. 

I  send  you  this  by  a  small  boat,  as  our  supply  of  coal  is  in  a  meas¬ 
ure  cut  off,  but  am  credibly  informed  that  there  is  a  quantity  of  woocj, 
at  Bayou  lunica,  6  or  8  miles  below  this  place,  which  a  transport  could 
get.  W e  have  43  on  the  sick  list. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  James  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  Flagship  Hartford. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  R.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  announ¬ 
cing  the  truth  of  the  reported  raid  upon  Plaquemine. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 

Donaldsonville ,  June  19,  1863. 

Dear  Captain :  I  arrived  at  Plaquemine  last  evening  about  8  o’clock. 
I  found  that  the  report  of  the  raid  upon  that  place  was  true,  that 
about  100  of  the  Texas  cavalry  had  come  in  and  captured  some  of  the 
provost  pickets,  lost  some  of  their  own  men,  burned  the  steamboat 
Anglo-American  that  was  trying  to  get  the  Sykes  off,  she  being  stuck 
on  the  head  of  a  pile  in  trying  to  get  out  of  the  Bayou  Plaquemine, 
and  also  a  little  boat  that  ran  down  the  bayou  for  cotton. 

Weaver  arrived  about  10  o’clock  and  shelled  them  out  of  the  town 
and  got  off  the  remnant  of  the  pickets — say  15  men — and  the  provost- 
marshal. 

I  took  on  board  two  more  of  the  men  who  had  been  secreted  and 
came  off  in  a  canoe. 

I  read  a  lecture  to  the  mayor,  who  assured  us  that  they  knew  noth¬ 
ing  of  the  raid,  and  that  they  were  all  strangers  to  them.  I  then  came 
down  to  this  place,  where  1  found  Weaver  on  hand  and  Watters;  every¬ 
thing  very  safe,  and  very  confident  of  their  ability  to  hold  it  against 
a  large  force  until  they  can  receive  assistance  from  the  navy. 

The  moral  effect  of  our  force  gathering  about  them  so  quickly  was 
very  good  both  against  the  enemy  and  in  favor  of  the  soldiers  and 
ourselves. 

I  met  the  Tennessee  on  her  way  up  with  ammunition  for  you  all — 300 
mortar  shell  and  your  gun  carriage  for  the  100-pound  Parrott.  As  soon 
as  you  get  all  out,  send  her  down  to  me,  so  that  1  can  arrange  my 
mess.  I  am  still  unwell. 
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Mrs.  Farragut  writes  me  that  the  report  from  Washington  direct 
is  that  Dahlgren  is  to  relieve  me  and  that  1  am  to  be  allowed  to  retain 
full  pay. 

I  hope  to  be  back  by  the  time  you  are  ready  to  open  upon  Port  Hud¬ 
son  with  the  new  battery. 

I  found  here  the  Time  and  Tide,  with  ammunition  for  the  army, 
waiting  for  convoy,  and  so  I  sent  her  along  under  the  wing  of  the 
Winona  to  see  her  past  Plaquemine. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  these  cavalry  raids  are  to  disturb 
Banks.  They  had  no  cannon,  and  it  was  reported  they  had  16  pieces. 

I  send  the  tug  back  with  the  letters,  etc.  If  Port  Hudson  falls,  let 
us  know  it. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  James  Alden, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  below  Port  Hudson. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Dwight,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  urging 
the  destruction  of  the  depot  at  Port  Hudson. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Port  Hudson ,  June  19,  1863. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Your  communication  concerning  the  boiler  plates  is 
received.  I  shall  have  to  depend  upon  your  workmen  to  cut  them  up. 
Will  it  not  be  better  to  keep  them  near  your  fleet  that  they  may  be 
properly  cut  there  as  soon  as  I  can  send  dimensions? 

Can  you  see  the  depot  in  Port  Hudson?  If  so,  can  you  bring  [to 
bear]  some  guns  to  knock  it  to  pieces?  It  is  very  important  that  this 
shall  be  done,  for  the  rebels  get  some  corn  ground  there  and  this  morn¬ 
ing  they  were  able  to  issue  two  days’  meal  to  the  garrison  from  the 
grinding  done  there.  I  have  no  gun  to  bring  to  bear  on  it.  I  under¬ 
stand  the  depot  is  situated  about  100  yards  from  the  river,  rather  less 
than  more,  and  at  the  end  of  the  railroad,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases. 

Very  truly, 

William  Dwight, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  Division. 

Captain  Alden, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  below  Port  Hudson. 

P.  S. — That  horse  is  ready  and  will  be  sent  whenever  you  will  ride. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  condition  of  affairs  above  Port  Hudson. 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 

Above  Port  Hudson ,  June  HO,  1863. 

My  Dear  Porter:  I  wish  you  would  be  good  enough  to  forward 
the  enclosed  for  me.  Walke  has  written  me  a  most  lugubrious  letter, 
a  repetition  of  which  he  will  doubtless  send  you.  Why  he  receives  and 
entertains  these  contrabands  who  are  eating  him  out  of  house  and  home, 
I  can  not  conceive.  I  have  written  him  that  the  law  which  he  so 
venerates  never  contemplated  his  rendering  his  vessel  inefficient,  and 
I  advised  him  to  send  the  negroes  who  come  to  him  down  in  their  own 
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boats  to  me  here,  and  I  will  send  them  over  to  the  army ;  neither  do  I 
see  the  necessity  of  his  keeping  up  his  steam.  I  have  had  none  up  for 
the  last  two  months  excepting  when  immediately  underway. 

1  have  written  him  there  are  no  means  of  docking  his  vessel  at  New 
Orleans. 


Affairs  are  going  on  badly  here,  1  imagine,  for  we  are  all  kept  in 
the  dark;  all  we  know  is  that  Banks  has  been  severely  repulsed  in  two 
successive  assaults,  both  of  which  I  hear  were  badly  managed,  and 
lost  (so  Alden  writes  me)  4,000  men  in  killed  and  wounded.  Banks, 
however,  informs  me  he  is  most  sanguine,  and  is  now  preparing  for  a 
more  vigorous  assault,  the  storming  party  all  to  be  picked  men  and 
volunteers,  but  I  fear  it  is  doomed  to  the  same  fate  as  the  others. 

We  have  had  nothing  from  Vicksburg  for  a  long  while,  so  we  con¬ 
clude  it  is  not  going  on  better  with  you. 

I  have  sent  a  transport  up  to  relieve  Walke  of  his  contrabands  and 
refugees,  and  I  have  directed  the  Arizona ,  though  I  can  illy  spare  her, 
as  we  are  surrounded  by  the  enemy’s  cavalry  and  guerrillas  innumer¬ 
able,  to  take  up  a  dispatch  for  you;  but  Walke  ought  to  have  the 
Switzerland  with  him.  We  have  neither  coal  nor  provisions.  Farra- 
gut  has  gone  down  to  New  Orleans,  tired  of  waiting  the  fall  of  Port 
Hudson.  Let  me  hear  from  you  soon. 

Yours,  very  truly, 


J.  S.  Palmer. 


Letter  from  Captain  Alden.  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  forwarding 
information  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  regarding  affairs  at  Donaldsonville  and 
Plaqnemine. 

U.  S.  S.  Bichmond,  June  SO,  1863. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  a  dispatch  from  the  admiral,  dated  yester¬ 
day,  at  Donaldsonville.  He  says  he  found  the  report  of  the  raid  upon 
Plaquemine  true;  that  about  100  Texas  cavalry  captured  some  of  the 
provost  pickets;  lost  some  of  their  own  men;  burned  the  steamboat 
Anglo-American  that  was  trying  to  get  the  Sykes  off,  she  having  stuck 
on  a  pile  in  trying  to  get  out  of  the  bayou;  a  little  boat  running  on 
the  bayou  collecting  cotton  was  also  sunk.  One  of  our  gunboats 
arrived  in  time  to  shell  them  out  of  the  town  and  save  the  remnant  of 
the  pickets — say  15  men — and  the  provost- marshal;  two  more  men  of 
the  same  guard  having  been  secreted  on  shore,  came  off  in  a  canoe  to 
the  Monongahela.  The  admiral  adds  that  he  found  at  Donaldsonville 
two  of  our  gunboats  and  a  feeling  of  security,  with  every  confidence 
on  the  part  of  our  people  of  their  ability  to  hold  the  place  against  a 
large  force  until  they  can  receive  assistance  from  the  navy.  He  thinks, 
too,  that  the  moral  effect  of  our  forces  gathering  about  there  so  quickly 
was  very  good  both  against  the  enemy  and  in  favor  of  our  soldiers. 

He  hopes  to  be  back  by  the  time  you  are  ready  to  open  upon  Port 
Hudson  with  the  new  battery. 

The  admiral  concludes  by  saying:  “There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
that  these  cavalry  raids  are  to  distract  General  Banks.  Thej^  have  no 
cannon,  though  it  was  reported  they  had  16  pieces.” 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 

Captain  and  Senior  Naval  Officer  Present . 

General  Banks, 

Commanding  Army  in  front  of  Port  Hudson. 
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[Signal.] 


June  20. 


Please  open  fire  with  your  mortars  only  at  11  p.  m.,  and  cease  firing 
at  exactly  10  a.  m.  Throw  your  shell  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the 
center  of  the  works. 

Banks, 

General. 

Admiral  Farragut. 


[Signal.] 


June  20. 

Commodore  Palmer  is  about  to  send  a  gunboat  to  Vicksburg.  Has 
the  general  any  commands? 

Eaton. 

General  Banks. 


[Signal.] 


June  20. 

The  general  only  wishes  you  to  send  word  to  General  Grant  that  he 
is  confident  of  success. 

Rich’d  B.  Irwin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Commodore  Palmer. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  June  : 25 ,  1863— 3:  If)  p.  m. 

(Received  Cairo,  9  p.  m.) 

The  Bureau  desires  you  to  send  to  Admiral  Farragut,  at  Port  Hud¬ 
son,  with  all  dispatch,  if  there  is  any  possible  way  of  doing  so,  all  the 
Xlll-inch  mortar  shell  that  can  be  spared  from  Admiral  Porter’s 
squadron.  The  demand  is  urgent,  and  you  will  use  all  means  in  your 
power  to  comply. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Acting  Chief  Bureau. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  June  35,  1863. 

I  do  not  think  shell  would  reach  Admiral  Farragut  if  sent  from  here. 
I  presume  he  is  below  Port  Hudson. 


H.  A.  Wise, 


A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 


Assistant  Ordnance  Bureau ,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting 
cooperation  in  the  renewal  of  attack  upon  Port  Hudson. 

Headquarters,  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

\June\,  1863. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Our  battery  on  the  left  is  ready  for  action.  The 
works  on  the  right  will  be  complete,  unless  unexpected  opposition  of 
the  enemy  occurs  Friday  night  or  Saturday  morning.  It  is  possible 
we  may  want  to  open  tire  on  the  left  this  afternoon,  in  which  event, 
or  whenever  we  open,  we  desire  the  cooperation  of  the  fleet.  Can  not 
37ou  move  your  mortar  boats  up  within  short  range  so  as  to  fill  the  cita¬ 
del  with  fire  and  enfilade  its  water  front,  the  only  line  we  can  not  com¬ 
mand,  with  your  heavy  guns?  We  have  twenty  guns  bearing  upon 
these  works  and  ought  and  will,  I  think,  be  able  to  demolish  them. 
We  are  now  in  such  direct  communication  with  the  fleet  that  the  slight¬ 
est  error  may  be  instantly  corrected  and  the  most  perfect  information 
conveyed  to  you  as  to  the  effect  of  your  fire.  Wo  want  all  the  guns 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  citadel.  Our  existence  depends  upon  driv¬ 
ing  the  enemy  from  the  works. 

If  you  can  not  bring  the  mortars  within  short  range,  we  should  be 
glad  to  have  two  or  three  of  them  on  land  manned  by  your  gunners,  if 
possible. 

I  am  sorry  to  convey  to  you  bad  news  from  Bi’ashear  City.  The 
enemy  surprised  our  garrison  there  and  have  complete  possession. 
There  is  but  little  there  that  can  serve  them  in  war,  except  some  heavy 
guns.  If  our  plans  succeed  here,  as  we  hope,  their  day  will  be  short. 

Very  truly,  yours,  as  ever, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Alden, 

Commanding  Richmond ,  etc. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  urging  promotion  for  the  commanding 

officers  of  the  mortar  boats. 

No.  107.  j  New  Orleans,  June  £6,  1863. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the 
mortar  boats  attached  to  this  squadron  and  now  under  charge  of  Com¬ 
mander  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell.  I  am  most  happy  to  say  that  they  have 
been  most  ably  commanded  and  managed.  The  commanders  of  each 
of  these  boats  I  shall  urge  upon  the  Department  in  the  strongest  man¬ 
ner  I  can  to  promote  a  step  after  their  work  is  done  at  Port  Hudson, 
for  a  more  zealous  and  indefatigable  set  of  men,  officers  and  crews,  1 
never  saw,  and  with  all  their  hardihood  it  is  astonishing  how  little  they 
have  been  injured,  although  the  vessels  are  nearly  used  up;  their 
desire  is  always  to  get  ahead  and  mine  to  keep  them  back  for  fear  of 
their  being  sunk  or  destroyed. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[Signal.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

June  26,  1863 — 4: JJ  ]>.  m. 

I  would  request  that  the  mortar  tiring  from  the  fleet  be  stopped,  as 
the  shells  are  bursting  in  rear  of  our  battery.  The  rifle  guns  of  the 
fleet  are  doing  excellent  service,  and  it  is  desirable  that  their  fire 
should  continue. 

By  command  of 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Fleet. 


Request  of  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Alden,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a 
discontinuance  of  the  fire  from  the  fleet. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

June  *26,  1863 — 6 : 30  p.  rn. 

Sir:  I  would  request  that  the  firing  from  the  fleet  should  not  be 
continued  after  7:30  p.  m.  to-night,  on  account  of  the  workmen  in 
the  trenches,  who  will  carry  on  their  work  against  the  citadel  of  the 
enemy  during  the  night. 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Alden, 

Commanding  Fleet. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Palmer,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  an 

inspection  of  Thompson’s  Creek. 


Hartford,  June  26. 

My  Dear  Alden:  I  went  down  on  the  point  yesterday  afternoon 
and  thoroughly  inspected  the  mouth  of  Thompson’s  Creek  and  the 
rebel  river  front.  There  is  no  raft  there,  and  from  three  deserters 
that  came  off  to  us  this  morning  I  learn  there  are  no  means  of  crossing 
but  by  swimming,  as  they  did,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy’s 
pickets. 

The  straps  were  laid  aside  for  you  long  since.  The  black  pepper 
has  nothing  to  do  with  them.  I  intend  returning  that  when  we  get 
our  supplies. 

In  haste,  yours, 


Palmer. 


P.  S. — Much  obliged  for  the  correspondence.  The  Nav}r,  of  course, 
are  expected  to  do  everything.  I  can  command  Thompson’s  Creek 
with  my  guns. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

the  fire  of  the  mortars. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

June  26,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  The  effect  of  the  guns  to-day  was  excellent  and  leaves 
us  in  no  doubt  at  all  that  the  citadel  can  be  destroyed.  The  premature 
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explosion  of  the  shells  endangered  the  lives  of  our  men  in  the  fort 
and  in  the  trenches.  This  is  greatly  to  be  regretted,  because  the  fire 
of  the  mortars  is  most  destructive  to  the  enemy  if  the  projectiles  are 
well  directed.  I  hope  some  means  may  be  devised  to  make  their  fire 
effective  and  safe.  Our  pickets  are  in  possession  of  the  mound  below 
the  citadel,  and  we  hope  to  run  our  trenches  to  the  enemy’s  rifle  pits, 
and  may  perhaps  assault  the  citadel  itself.  The  lire  will  be  sharp  and 
constant  to-night.  Our  men  are  greatly  encouraged  by  this  day’s 
work.  We  shall  continue  the  fire  to-morrow  at  daybreak.  The  sug¬ 
gestion  in  your  note  of  this  morning  is  excellent,  but  we  scarcely  have 
the  troops  to  carry  it  into  execution.  With  a  sufficient  number  of 
thoroughly  trained,  thoroughly  disciplined  soldiers  enlisted  for  the 
war,  and  desirous  to  bring  it  to  an  end,  this  would  have  been  the 
surest  and  wisest  policy.  It  ought  to  have  succeeded  on  the  27th.  I 
send  you  copy  of  the  dispatches  containing  the  news  brought  by  the 
steamer  that  left  New  York  on  the  20th  instant.  It  is,  as  you  will  see, 
of  great  interest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

N.  F.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Alden, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Richmond,  Commanding ,  etc. 


Letter  from  Captain  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding 

the  fire  of  the  mortars. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond,  June  27 — 3:30  a.  rn. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  two  letters  of  to-night  are  received.  I  am  glad  to 
hear  of  the  good  results  of  our  firing  last  evening,  but  regret  to  learn 
that  our  mortar  shells  were  not  more  effective.  I  have  directed  Com¬ 
mander  Caldwell  to  enquire  into  the  cause  of  their  ineffective  fire  and 
to  remedy  it  if  possible. 

The  news  from  the  North  is  interesting.  I  hope  that  Lee’s  army 
will  now  be  annihilated  and  an  end  put  to  this  war. 

We  will  be  ready  to  open  at  daylight. 

I  am,  truly,  yours, 

James  Alden, 

Captain. 

General  Banks, 

Commanding ,  etc. 


Report  of  Captain  Alden,  G.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  opening  of  the  bombardment. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Belov:  Port  Hudson ,  June  27,  1863. 

Admiral:  Yours  of  the  25th  instant  is  received.  I  have  now 
respectfully  to  inform  you  that  the  bombardment  opened  yesterday 
from  the  army  and  the  ships.  At  the  general’s  request  our  fiie  was 
directed  at  that  old  work,  the  citadel,  which  the  ships  and  mortar  ves¬ 
sels  have  silenced  and  knocked  down  so  often.  It  was  rebuilt  and 


24G 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


made  much  stronger,  however,  while  our  people  were  building  their 
twenty-gun  battery  in  that  close  proximity.  It  is  now  one  heap  of 
dirt. 

At  about  3  o’clock,  the  army  having  opened  tire,  we  commenced  in 
the  vessels  with  our  rifle  guns.  At  3:15  I  got  underway  in  the  Rich¬ 
mond ,  and  when  within  1,700  yards  turned  her  head  to  port  across  the 
river  and  gave  the  citadel  a  broadside;  making  a  circuit,  we  came  back 
and  gave  it  another.  As  we  were  about  to  give  it  the  third  I  received 
a  dispatch  from  General  Banks  requesting  me  to  stop  firing  from  the 
mortars,  as  the  shells  burst  near  some  of  his  men;  that  our  heavy  rifles 
were  doing  good  service  and  it  was  desirable  that  they  should  continue. 

Thinking  that  some  of  our  broadside  guns  might  also  do  injury  to 
our  troops  by  the  inaccuracy  of  aim  consequent  to  our  being  entirely 
enveloped  in  smoke  by  the  discharge  of  only  two  or  three  of  them,  I 
decided  to  drop  back  again  and  finish  the  dajT  with  the  rifles,  having 
in  the  meantime  directed  the  mortar  vessels  to  cease  firing.  The 
Genesee! s  firing  was  as  fine  as  usual.  The  Essex  stood  up  manfully  and 
did  her  work  handsomely.  She  was  the  only  vessel  hit,  and,  strange 
to  say,  although  the  enemy’s  fire  was  for  the  most  part  of  the  engage¬ 
ment — which  lasted  some  four  hours — concentrated  upon  her,  was 
struck  only  three  times,  but  one  of  those  was  near  proving  fatal  to 
her.  The  shot  passed  through  her  starboard  smokepipe,  down  through 
the  deck,  through  the  coal  bunker,  grazing  the  starboard  boiler,  down 
through  the  machinery  and  steam  pipes,  over  the  galley,  and  through 
the  wheelhouse  into  the  water.  At  the  request  of  General  Banks  we 
ceased  firing  at  7 : 30  p.  m. 

They  all  seem  to  be  very  much  pleased  with  the  operation  of  the 
naval  battery  on  shore,  which  you  authorized  me  to  officer  and  man 
from  this  ship,  with  the  addition  of  an  officer  and  gun’s  crew  from  the 
Essex.  It  had  done,  as  you  know,  splendid  service  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  our  gallant  executive  officer,  Lieutenant-Commander  Terry, 
before  you  were  called  away,  and  is  still,  I  am  happy  to  say,  earning- 
new  laurels;  but  I  am  pained  to  add  that  at  the  gun  under  charge  of 
Ensign  Swann,  of  this  ship,  serving  in  the  new  “twenty-gun  battery,” 
the  captain,  John  Williams,  was  killed  by  a  Minie  ball,  and  3  men 
slightly  wounded.  The  latter  were  disabled  but  for  a  short  time  and 
returned  to  their  duty  before  the  action  was  over.  The  names  of 
these  three  meritorious  men  have  not  yet  been  handed  me.  I  shall 
present  them  to  your  notice  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  beg  leave  to  say  that  in  all  this,  so  far  as 
results  are  concerned,  I  can  claim  for  the  vessels  under  my  command 
scarcely  any  thing,  _  for,  as  you  will  know  from  your  own  personal 
efforts  at  the  previous  bombardments  of  the  place  how  difficult  it  is 
when  the  two  opposing  forces  on  the  land  are  so  near  each  other,  say. 
from  100  to  300  yards,  for  ships  to  act  to  any  advantage  without 
injury  to  their  friends. 

W  ith  great  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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June  28. 

About  6, 000  contrabands  here.  Please  send  a  steamer  for  them. 
Have  ceased  tiring-  on  account  of  troops  being  in  direct  line  of  tire. 

James  Alden, 

„  ,  Captain. 

General  Banks. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting 
cooperation  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  commanding  general. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  June  39,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  deserters  are  positive 
that  upon  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson,  or  whenever  its  surrender  is  decided 
on,  General  Gardner  will  endeavor  to  escape  in  a  boat  which  they  say 
he  keeps  under  the  bank  for  the  purpose. 

Will  you  please  have  a  good  lookout  kept  to  frustrate  such  an 
attempt,  especially  at  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 
By  Richard  B.  Irwin, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Captain  James  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Richmond. 


Report  of  Commander  Caldwell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Essex,  regarding  the 

operations  of  the  Mortar  Flotilla. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Essex,  July  1,  1863. 

Sir:  On  leaving  the  command  of  the  Essex  and  Mortar  Flotilla,  I 
have  respectfully  to  report  in  general  terms  their  proceedings  since 
the  regular  investment  of  Port  Hudson,  commencing  May  23.  Previ¬ 
ously  to  this  date  the  vessels  bombarded  regularly  every  night  for  one 
hour,  varying  the  hour  each  night.  At  the  conclusion  of  our  bom¬ 
bardment  on  the  night  of  May  9  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  from  the 
outer  field  works  facing  the  river  with  four  20  and  three  30  pounder  Par¬ 
rotts,  and  one  5-inch  rifled  gun  and  several  rifled  fieldpieces.  The  day 
before  I  directed  the  vessels  to  get  the  range  of  these  works,  and  the 
moment  they  opened  on  us  we  answered  with  reduced  charges,  throw¬ 
ing  the  shells  with  admirable  precision  in  and  about  the  works.  The 
Essex  opened  upon  the  outer  battery,  where  the  5-inch  rifle  was  placed. 
We  soon  silenced  all  the  batteries  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  works 
with  their  guns;  they  never  molested  us  again  from  this  position.  We 
killed  2  and  wounded  several  men  and  killed  a  number  of  mules  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  guns. 

The  instantaneous  change  of  the  fire  of  the  mortars  with  20-pound 
charges,  throwing  the  shell  well  up  into  the  main  work,  to  7  and  9 
pound  charges,  throwing  them  into  the  field  wojks  close  at  hand,  excited 
the  astonishment  and  admiration  of  the  enemy,  which  their  officers 
very  frankly  admitted  in  conversation  with  ours. 
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From  the  23d  of  May  to  the  26th  of  June  there  followed  a  constant 
succession  of  bombardments  and  artillery  fights  between  the  Essex 
and  mortar  vessels  on  one  side  and  the  rebel  batteries  on  the  other. 
During  these  engagements  we  silenced  and  drove  from  the  lower  work, 
or  the  citadel  of  the  enemy,  their  men  and  guns  three  times.  We  have 
fired  from  this  vessel  738  shells  and  from  the  mortar  vessels  an  aggre¬ 
gate  of  2,800  Xlll-inch  shells.  The  Essex  has  been  exposed  during  all 
this  time  to  the  fire  of  two  X-inch  columbiads,  two  8-inch  columbiads, 
and  two  rifle  guns,  one  6-inch  and  the  other  5-inch.  1  do  not  think  it 
an  exaggeration  to  say  that  in  all  1,000  shot  and  shell  from  these  guns 
have  been  thrown  at  her,  of  which  23  have  taken  effect  upon  her  hull 
and  several  others  have  torn  her  awnings  and  windsails.  Of  the  23, 
one  shell  has  exploded  in  her,  throwing  pieces  of  shell  around  the 
steerage  and  pilot  house;  three  have  passed  almost  through  the  strong¬ 
est  part  of  the  vessel  forward,  cutting  entirely  through  the  iron  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  woodwork  and  crushing  in  the  inner  lining  of 
oak;  three  have  raked  her  deck,  cutting  out  several  plank,  and  one 
has  passed  down  through  the  vessel;  the  latter,  a  10-inch  solid  shot, 
striking  the  deck  at  an  angle  of  30  degrees  from  the  perpendicular, 
passing  through  the  starboard  smokestack,  through  the  deck,  a  pile  of 
boards,  a  coal  bunker  placed  over  and  for  the  protection  of  the  steam 
drum  and  boilers,  grazed  the  boiler,  passed  through  a  boiler-plate  iron 
bulkhead,  struck  an  oak  timber  and  glanced  aft,  passing  a  few  inches 
over  the  steam  pipe,  a  few  inches  under  the  escape  pipe,  carrying 
away  a  small  dripping  pipe,  through  the  machinery  and  over  the 
galley  into  the  wheelhouse,  and  disappeared. 

The  effect  of  Parrott  shell  striking  the  plates  forcibly  is  to  explode, 
indenting  the  plates  like  the  inside  of  an  ordinary  breakfast  saucer.  All 
solid  shot  or  rifle  bolts  go  through  the  plates  and  bury  in  the  wood;  all 
shot  or  shell  striking  at  an  angle  have  in  every  instance  glanced  off, 
one  only  cutting  through  the  plate  and  crushing  the  woodwork;  even 
this  glanced  off  and  buried  itself  in  the  river  bank.  I  am  happy  to 
state  we  have  lost  no  men  and  have  had  but  6  wounded,  and  those 
slightly. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  service  of  the  vessel,  17  of  our  men,  under 
command  of  Ensign  Shepard,  have  assisted  in  manning  the  naval  bat¬ 
tery  of  four  IX-inch  guns  mounted  near  the  trenches  and  cooperating 
with  the  batteries  of  our  army. 

During  the  whole  of  the  bombardment  the  little  mortar  vessels  have 
maintained  their  position  just  astern  of  the  Essex ,  exposed  to  many  of 
the  shot  that  have  escaped  this  vessel,  besides  others  directed  exclusively 
at  them.  The  /Sarah  Bruen  has  been  struck  thirteen  times  in  hull, 
spars,  and  rigging,  and  nearly  all  the  others  from  one  to  three  times; 
they  have  stood  their  ground  without  flinching  or  showing  the  least 
disposition  to  drop  to  a  more  sheltered  position.  I  take  great  pleasure 
in  stating  1  have  found  their  commanders  a  most  respectable,  reliable, 
sober,  and  intelligent  set  of  men.  The  commander  of  the  Orvetta  is 
only  an  ensign.  1  trust  lie  may  receive  the  appointment  of  master,  the 
same  appointment  as  held  by  all  the  others. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  report  the  new  100-pounder  Parrott  gun  you 
sent  to  this  vessel  as  the  most  extraordinary  gun  for  range  and  accuracy 
I  have  ever  seen.  The  short  distance  between  this  vessel  and  the  cita¬ 
del  has  enabled  us  to  strike  it  fairly  nearly  every  shot,  and  bury  the 
shell  deep  into  the  embankment,  and  at  every  explosion  rending  deep 
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fissures  m  its  side.  The  effect  of  the  shell  has  elicited  great  praise  of  its 
powersfrom  the  army  officers  serving  in  our  battery  near  the  citadel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  B.  Caldwell, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding . 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commander  in  Chief  T Vest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Endorsement.] 

fi  orwarded  with  great  pleasure,  and  would  not  only  recommend  the 
promotion  of  the  ensign,  Mr.  [Enos  O.]  Adams,  but  that  they  may  all 
be  raised  to  acting  volunteer  lieutenants,  for  I  most  fully  concur  in 
all  that  Commander  Caldwell  has  said  of  the  heroism,  endurance,  and 
obstinate  determination  to  hold  their  ground  until  compelled  by  the 
commander  to  fall  back  out  of  range. 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

July  3,  1863. 


Letter  from  Major-Genoral  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

preparations  to  move  on  the  citadel. 

Headquarters,  etc.,  in  the  Field,  July  1 ,  1863. 

Captain:  I  have  your  note  of  to-day  and  desire  to  send  a  letter  by 
you  to-morrow.  We  dismounted  one  of  the  enemy’s  12-pound  guns 
on  the  right,  and  it  is  reported  that  the  IX-inch  gun  was  disabled  by 
the  fire  from  the  fleet  or  the  battery  opposite.  Our  works  are  so  far 
progressed  on  the  left  that  we  can  take  the  citadel  at  any  moment,  but 
are  not  quite  prepared  to  move  on  the  right. 

I  will  send  a  note  by  you  in  the  morning. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Captain  Alden, 

Commanding ,  etc. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Palmer,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy,  advising  a 

search  for  the  U.  S.  S.  Arizona. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford,  July  1,  1863. 

Sir:  I  think,  upon  reflection,  it  will  be  the  best  for  you  to  go  up  in 
search  of  the  Arizona,  taking  the  Estrella  with  you,  for  I  can  not 
spare  two  gunboats  and  am  afraid  to  trust  one  of  these  inefficient  ves¬ 
sels  up  the  river  alone.  I  suppose  you  do  not  think  it  necessary  that 
two  vessels  should  be  on  the  blockade  at  Red  River.  The  gunboats,  I 
learn,  are  all  above  the  falls,  and  I  do  not  see  any  object  that  any 
steamer  would  have  to  come  out.  The  Estrella ,  like  yourself,  is  short 
of  fuel  and  provisions,  but  the  Arizona  must  be  looked  after.  I  have 
directed  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke  to  report  to  you  for  instruc¬ 
tions;  therefore,  the  sooner  you  get  off'  the  better.  General  Banks 
has  reported  to  me  for  the  last  fortnight  that  Port  Hudson  would  fall 
in  a  day  or  two,  but  now  I  find  no  conclusions.  The  garrison  is  said  to 
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be  living  on  mule  meat,  and  of  that  they  have  not  more  than  a  week’s 
store,  so  that  I  suppose  that  in  the  course  of  time  they  will  have  to 
surrender.  Vicksburg  does  not  seem,  either,  to  be  in  a  more  hopeful 
state.  There  is  no  news  of  especial  interest  from  home,  except  the 
rebels’  invasion  into  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania;  there  are  dates  at 
New  Orleans  to  the  20th.  I  send  you  the  latest  New  York  and  New 
Orleans  papers  that  I  have. 

The  enemy  has  succeeded  in  capturing  the  fort  at  Berwick  Bay,  with 
its  garrison,  by  the  officer  allowing  himself  to  be  surprised,  but  they 
were  driven  back  with  great  loss  in  their  attempt  to  take  the  fort  at 
Donaldsonville.  They  are  hovering  about  this  neighborhood  in  con¬ 
siderable  force,  which  makes  me  think  they  will  attempt  to  capture 
our  troops  on  the  point  opposite  Port  Hudson.  I  therefore  have  need 
of  all  the  gunboats. 

Your  paymaster  went  down  to  New  Orleans  after  provisions  yester¬ 
day.  I  will  send  them  up  to  you  as  soon  as  they  arrive,  so  that  upon 
your  return  to  lied  River  you  will  find  provisions  sufficient. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore. 


Captain  Henry  Walk e, 

Commanding  Blockade  at  Bed  Biver. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  commanding  officers  regarding  the 
observance  of  Independence  Day. 

Flagship  Tennessee, 

Port  Hudson ,  July  3 ,  1863. 

Sir:  To-morrow  being  the  anniversary  of  our  independence,  the 
ships  will  display  an  American  ensign  at  each  masthead  and  fire  a 
national  salute  at  12  o’clock  m.,  following  the  movements'  of  the 
flagship. 

V  ery  r espectf  u  1  ly , 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Richmond. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  Wiggin, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Flag  Steamer1  Tennessee. 

Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Genessee. 

Commander  Robert  Townsend, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Ironclad  Essex. 


Report  of  Captain  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  shortage  of  provisions  and  a  search  for 

the  Arizona. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lafayette, 

Mississippi  Biver ,  July  J,  1863. 

Sir:  Being  short  of  provisions,  I  sent  our  paymaster  to  Commodore 
Palmer  for  some  to  last  a  few  days,  with  an  injunction  not  to  go  to 
New  Orleans.  I  received  a  letter  from  Commodore  Palmer  by  the 
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Estrella  on  the  1st  ultimo  [instant],  a  copy  of  which  1  herewith  enclose. 
I  left  the  Pittsburg  and  Sachem  to  blockade  the  mouth  of  Red  River. 
I  have  sent  about  1,000  contrabands  to  General  Banks.  Early  on  the 
2d  I  got  underway  with  this  vessel  and  the  Estrella  and  proceeded  up 
the  Mississippi  in  search  of  the  Arizona.  On  the  way  up  we  picked 
up  some  20  contrabands  and  broke  up  all  the  small  boats  we  could  get, 
without  too  great  an  expenditure  of  our  fuel,  which  was  not  sufficient 
to  carry  us  to  Vicksburg.  We,  however,  made  out  with  difficulty 
[with]  a  supply  of  fence  rails  to  keep  both  steamers  running  untd 
about  noon  yesterday,  when  I  received  your  communications;  but 
being  informed  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Upton  that  he  has  on  board 
the  Arizona  an  officer  of  the  Army  with  important  dispatches  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Banks  and  that  our  provisions  were  in  the  hold  under  the  cargo 
and  could  not  be  got  out  without  much  delay,  so  that  I  could  with 
difficulty  get  but  a  few  barrels  of  bread  and  lard  oil.  The  first  inti¬ 
mation  1  had  of  our  stores  on  board  was  by  an  invoice  of  them  which 
had  been  given  to  our  paymaster’s  clerk,  who  gave  it  to  our  executive 
officer,  and  made  known  to  me  several  hours  after  parting  company 
with  the  Arizona  and  Estrella ,  without  delivering  such  stores  to  my 
officers  as  wore  necessary  for  immediate  use. 

Being  more  than  halfway  to  Vicksburg,  and  having  left  a  sufficient 
force  to  blockade  the  mouth  of  Red  River,  I  deemed  it  best  under  all 
the  circumstances  to  come  up  here  for  further  instructions  from  you. 
1  spoke  the  Louisville  and  brought  some  39  contrabands  from  Grand 
Gulf,  also  a  prisoner  from  the  army  with  accompanying  papers.  We 
have  on  board  60  contrabands. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

“  ‘  ‘  H.  Walke, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Emory,  U.  S.  Army,  requesting  reinforcements  at  New 

Orleans. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans ,  July  J  1863. 

General:  The  paroled  prisoners  have  come  in,  and  my  information 
is  as  nearly  positive  as  human  testimony  can  make  it  that  the  enemy 
are  13,000  strong,  and  they  are  fortifying  the  whole  country  as  they 
march  from  Brashear  to  this  place,  and  are  steadily  advancing. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that,  unless  Port  Hudson  be  already  taken, 
you  can  only  save  this  city  by  sending  me  reinforcements  immedi¬ 
ately  and  at  any  cost. 

It  is  a  choice  between  Port  Hudson  and  New^  Orleans. 

The  attempt  to  raise  troops  here  is  futile.  There  are  at  least  10,000 
lighting  men  in  this  city,  citizens,  and  I  do  not  doubt  from  what  I  see 
that  these  men  will,  at  the  first  approach  of  the  enemy  within  view  of 
this  city,  be  against  us  to  a  man. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding . 

Major-General  Banks, 

Commanding  Nineteenth  Army  Corps. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Morris,  IT.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  at  New  Orleans,  regarding  affairs  at  Port  Hudson. 

Flagship  Tennessee, 

Belov:  Port  Hudson ,  July  J,  1863. 

Commodore:  We  are  greatly  in  want  of  100-pound  Parrott  shell. 
Please  send  them  up  the  moment  any  arrive.  I  see  no  way  of  esti¬ 
mating  the  time  it  will  take  to  reduce  this  place.  They  say  they  are 
eating  their  mules,  but  God  knows  if  it  is  true.  The  deserters  also 
say  that  they  have  only  2,500  men  ht  for  duty.  Our  men  are  appar¬ 
ently  on  the  top  of  the  works.  Why  they  do  not  go  in  I  can  not  tell. 
Our  vessels  can  do  no  good,  as  they  can  not  fire  for  fear  of  injuring 
our  troops.  I  know  nothing  of  the  news  below,  but  presume  by  the 
Monongahela  not  making  her  appearance  here  that  they  have  employ¬ 
ment  with  the  Texans  at  and  below  Donaldsonville;  but  keep  a  good 
lookout  upon  them.  I  have  not  y et  seen  General  Banks.  He  sent  an 
escort  for  me,  but  1  was  too  unwell  and  had  too  much  to  attend  to  in 
getting  off  Caldwell,  and  out,  etc.,  but  will  go  up,  1  think,  to-morrow, 
if  he  sends  a  horse  for  me.  I  hope  you  celebrated  the  day  b}T  dress¬ 
ing  the  ships  and  firing  a  national  salute. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Bear- A  dmiral. 

Commodore  H.  W.  Morris, 

Commanding  at  New  Orleans. 

I  hope  the  Anion  a  is  off,  or  will  be  on  Monday,  and  the  New  London 
the  next  day. 

Respectfully, 

D.  G.  F. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  H.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Emory,  TJ.  S.  Army, 
responding  to  a  letter  regarding  the  operations  of  the  enemy. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Port  Hudson ,  July  5 ,  1863. 

Dear  General:  Your  note  is  duly  received.  I  understand  the 
plajT  of  the  rebels  and  think  we  can  foil  them.  I  have  ample  force  on 
the  river  to  keep  them  in  check.  They  are  on  the  west  bank  from 
Donaldsonville  down  about  12  or  15  miles  and  a  picket  of  200  or  300 
going  down  as  low  as  Bonnet  Carre. 

Watters  shelled  them  the  other  night  as  I  came  up.  I  have  two 
boats  at  Donaldsonville  and  one  below  to  convoy  the  transports. 

The  quartermaster-general  ought  to  be  very  particular  in  the  cap¬ 
tains  of  the  steamers,  as  a  rebel  will  run  in  and  surrender  his  boat  if 
he  has  half  a  chance. 

The  soldiers  on  the  Iberville ,  I  am  told,  behaved  shamefully.  I  had 
a  long  letter  from  Porter  to-day  by  our  gunboat  Arizona.  He  says 
it  is  reported  that  Vicksburg  will  surrender  to-day.  They  say  they 
had  pride  in  not  surrendering  until  after  the  4th  of  July. 

I  shall  go  to  see  General  Banks  to-morrow.  You  have  plenty  of 
force  at  Few  Orleans — two  sloops  of  war  and  three  or  four  other  ves¬ 
sels  there  whose  guns  are  as  good  as  ever,  and  even  if  their  steam  is 
not  available  they  can  shell  the  city. 
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It  is  more  important  to  have  the  gunboats  to  Wijch  the  rebels  on  the 
river. 

Porter  writes  me  that  they  are  playing  the  same  game  with  them — 
trying  to  cut  oil  supplies.  They  are  12,000  strong  up  there. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Brigadier-General  Emory, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Army ,  Hew  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain.  Jenkins,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  announc¬ 
ing  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg. 


Flag- Steamer  Tennessee, 

Below  Port  Hudson ,  July  6 ,  1863. 

Dear  Captain:  Can't  you  keep  those  good  people  still  below  and 
send  me  back  the  Ida?  I  have  nothing  even  to  send  down  the  delight¬ 
ful  news  that  Vicksburg  is  taken.  It  surrendered  at  10  a.  m.  on  the  4th. 

I  was  up  at  Banks’  headquarters  yesterday  and  he  thinks  they  will 
be  ready  in  a  day  or  two  to  take  Port  Hudson.  They  are  making  good 
progress.  But  between  Emory  and  Woolsey  they  keep  us  in  a  con¬ 
stant  stew  about  these  Texans,  and  all  the  evidence  taken  from  the 
negroes  says  that  they  say  they  are  to  harm  us  as  much  as  possible  for 
three  months,  and  that  they  must  get  their  provisions  and  munitions 
of  war  from  us  by  capturing  the  transports  going  up  the  river,  and  1 
have  the  boats  so  arranged  that  they  can  not  do  it.  I  have  one  below 
and  one  above  and  one  at  Donaldsonville,  and  Read  in  charge  of  the 
whole,  and  I  feel  assured  that  they  will  all  do  their  duty,  and  if  they 
do  they  can  not  take  Donaldsonville  or  get  across  the  river,  which  I 
do  not  believe  they  wish  to  do.  Still  I  will  look  to  it  particularly  and 
have  ordered  all  boats  to  be  destroyed  up  and  down  the  river  to  Vicks¬ 
burg  and  Porter  does  beyond.  I  have  also  ordered  the  lumber  yard 
burned  at  Natchez.  I  was  pained  to  hear  of  the  murder  of  Major 
[Joseph  D.]  Bullen  by  one  of  his  men.  I  think  this  place  will  soon 
fall  now. 

Yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-  A  dmiral. 


Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

Fleet  Captain. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Palmer,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  general  matters. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Above  Port  Hudson ,  July  6,  1863. 

My  Dear  Porter:  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  very  inter¬ 
esting  letter,  also  for  the  chronicles,  and  the  list  of  your  squadron; 
moreover,  I  take  this  occasion  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  fall  of 
Vicksburg,  which  I  think  you  said  took  place,  or  rather  was  to  take 
place  yesterday,  the  5th  instant.  I  could  have  given  you  a  similar  hope 
nearly  a  month  ago  in  regard  to  this  place  had  I  trusted  Banks’  assur¬ 
ances,  but  now  I  ask  no  questions,  and  have  lost  all  hope. 
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I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  the  Vicksburgians  are  living  on  mule  meat; 
the  same  story  is  current  about  the  people  here;  il  it  be  true,  that 
diet  assimilates  them  wonderfully  to  the  animal  that  is  said  to  sustain 
them,  for  to  my  mind  they  have  become  more  stubborn  and  obstinate 
than  ever. 

I  have  become  very  anxious  about  the  detention  of  the  Arizona , 
which  I  had  spared  to  go  up  with  a  history  of  Walke’s  lamentations, 
with  orders  to  return  to  me  at  once,  getting,  if  possible,  enough  coal 
to  bring  him  down.  He  had  been  gone  so  long  that  I  took  for  granted 
he  had  been  captured  or  sunk  by  some  rebel  battery,  so  I  was  compelled 
to  ask  Walke  to  let  a  gunboat  take  his  place  and  accompany  the 
Estrella  up  in  search,  but  they  met  her  near  Natchez  coming  down, 
and  it  seems  that  Walke  was  anxious  to  present  his  grievances  in  per¬ 
son  and  consequently  continued  up,  sending  a  request  to  me  to  allow 
the  Sachem  to  remain  at  Red  River  until  she  could  be  relieved  by  the 
Switzerland ,  which  he  said  would  not  be  over  two  days. 

The  Arizona’s  story  to  me  is  that  he  was  detained  some  days  in 
getting  28  tons  of  coal,  and  afterwards  was  ordered  by  you  to  take 
provisions  down  to  Grand  Gulf  and  Red  River.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
he  is  fond  of  loitering  by  the  way. 

What  is  Grant  sending  down  bearer  of  dispatches  to  Banks  about? 
Has  he  not  got  transports  enough  to  send  on  these  absurd  errands;  or 
does  he  think  the  gunboats  have  not  enough  to  do  to  be  running  up 
and  down  this  river  carrying  messages,  and  they  without  coal  and  are 
obliged  to  pickup  wood  by  the  way  wherever  they  can  get  it? 

I  shall  be  obliged  to  send  this  man  back,  I  suppose,  though  I  am 
sadly  in  want  of  all  the  gunboats  I  have. 

The  guerrillas  and  a  body  of  Texans  are  constantly  hovering  about 
us,  and  I  expect  nothing  else  than  that  they  will  capture  this  small 
force  on  the  point  that  we  have  to  keep  open  the  communications 
between  us  and  the  lower  fleet. 

Farragut  has  come  up  from  New  Orleans,  where  he  left  Emory  in 
charge  of  the  city  in  a  dreadful  funk  lest  the  city  should  be  captured 
by  a  Texan  army  which  has  joined  Taylor’s  and  Mouton’s  forces  and 
who  have  already  taken  Brashear  City  and  now  occupy  the  railroad, 
and  are  threatening  New  Orleans.  Donaldsonville  has  been  attacked, 
but  the  garrison  and  the  gunboats  drove  them  back  with  great  slaugh¬ 
ter.  Banks’  transports  are  daily  attacked  by  artillery  and  musketry 
from  the  levees  and  are  now  obliged  to  be  convoyed. 

Tou  mention  in  your  letter  that  you  have  sent  me  down  a  month’s 
provisions,  but  the  Arizona’s  captain  tells  me  he  was  directed  to  give 
all  the  provisions  to  the  Louisville  and  Pittsburg .  I  am  expecting’ 
daily  the  Lafayette’s  paymaster  with  provisions  for  his  vessel  from 
New  Orleans,  but  now  I  suppose  you  will  have  enough  and  to  spare 
for  your  vessels  at  Red  River,  so  I  may  take  some  for  my  gunboats, 
though  I  am  expecting  a  month’s  provisions  for  this  ship,  for  there  is 
no  knowing  how  long  we  may  be  detained  here. 

I  have  directed  the  Arizona  to  get  a  little  coal  and  return  at  once, 
but  if  that  coal  barge  is  ready,  to  tow  it  down  to  us  b}’  all  manner  of 
means. 

Alden  has  gone  home  on  two  months’  leave;  cause,  illness  of  his 
wife;  very  sad  for  the  poor  fellow. 

The  Government  has  had  the  grace  not  to  perpetrate  such  an  out¬ 
rage  as  to  send  Dahlgren  here.  I  suppose  if  poor  Foote  dies  or  is  too 
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ill  to  relieve  Du  Pont,  ho  will  be  sent  there,  but  should  he  come  here, 
I  shall  make  every  effort  to  leave  at  once. 

Smith  has  g'one  home  and  Abner  Read  has  the  A fonongahela.  Far- 
ragut  has  got  his  flag  on  board  the  Tennessee  (a  fast  transport). 

Be  good  enough  to  forward  the  enclosed  letters  for  me,  and  believe 
me  to  be,  ever  truly,  your  friend, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer. 

P.  S. — Jenkins  was  left  ill  with  fever  at  New  Orleans.  I  look  for 
the  General  Price  to-morrow  with  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Vicks¬ 
burg. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy 

regarding  general  matters. 

Hartford, 

Above  Port  Hudson ,  July  7,  1863. 

Dear  Porter:  1  little  thought  when  I  wrote  you  yesterday  that 
your  prophecy  was  to  prove  true. 

The  Price  reached  Pointe  Coupee  at  8  yesterday  evening,  where  she 
grounded,  but  I  sent  transports  up  and  got  her  off,  and  by  7  this 
morning  she  was  here,  but  her  coal  barge  had  sunk  in  a  squall  where 
she  had  got  aground,  but  I  have  got  her  down  at  last.  I  shall  detain 
her  a  few  hours  to  take  back  this  confounded  aid  of  General  Grant’s, 
who  has  been  loitering  at  Banks’  headquarters  for  nearly  two  days. 
I  have  signalized  her  for  him.  I  sent  over  to  Banks  and  Farragut 
at  dawn  this  morning  the  glorious  news.  I  am  very  afraid  that 
Johnston  will  get  into  Banks’  rear  before  Grant  comes  up  with  them; 
if  so,  it  is  all  up  with  these  people  here.  I  have  been  expecting  this 
aid  every  hour  for  the  last  thirty-six.  I  can  not  imagine  what  detains 
him.  Perhaps  they  are  keeping  him  to  announce  the  fall  of  Port 
Hudson.  I  was  very  sorry  to  learn  of  poor  Foote’s  death.  I  see 
Dahlgren  is  to  relieve  Du  Pont.  This  I  think  a  great  shame,  when  so 
many  deserving  officers  have  been  through  this  war — and  he  making- 
friends  at  Washington.  I  scarcely  know  him,  so  am  not  prejudiced. 
I  only  look  at  the  principle.  1  enclose  this  in  the  letter  I  wrote  you 
yesterday,  which  I  may  as  well  send. 

I  have  just  had  a  message  from  Banks,  begging  me  to  detain  the 
Price  until  he  can  send  his  dispatches,  which  I  suppose  will  be  in  the 
course  of  an  hour. 

It  is  reported  that  the  rebel  ram  and  gunboat  Webb  is  below  the  falls 
of  Alexandria;  if  so,  she  could  run  right  over  the  Pittsburg  and 
Sachem ,  though  it  is  not  likely  she  would,  venture  down,  though  they 
have  several  transports  in  the  Atchafalaya. 

I  hope  you  will  send  something  to  relieve  [the]  Sachem  at  once.  She 
is  good  for  nothing  as  a  defense,  and  I  do  not  think  [the]  Switzerland 
much  better. 

1  send  off  the  Price  the  moment  I  get  General  B.’s  dispatches.  As  to 
the  aid,  if  he  does  not  make  his  appearance  he  may  find  his  own  way 
of  getting  up. 

Ever  truly,  your  friend, 


J.  S.  Palmer. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army, 
referring  to  the  surrender  of  Port  Hudson. 


Flagship  Tennessee, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  July  7,  1863. 

General:  I  was  aroused  this  morning  by  4  a.  m.  with  a  dispatch 
which  I  sent  you.  The  letter  of  Colonel  Holabird  was  dated  June  30, 
but  1  will  go  down  to  look  after  this  blockade  of  the  river  below*.  I 
have  four  gunboats  between  Plaquemine.and  College  Point.  But  I 
desired  to  stay  here  to  suggest  going  ap  with  a  flag  of  truce  to-morrow 
to  demand  the  surrender  of  Port  Hudson.  They  will,  no  doubt,  sur¬ 
render  to  the  navy  more  willingly  than  the  army  on  account  of  the 
negro  question,  and  I  thought  if  it  would  save  the  effusion  of  blood 
it  would  be  well  to  try  it.  I  will  go  down  this  evening  and  be  up 
to-morrow  if  all  is  right  below. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Adm  iral. 


Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding. 


[Signal.] 

July  7,  1863. 

The  Hebe  will  be  at  Essex’s  berth  at  sunset.  Admiral  gone  down 
the  river.  I  follow  at  once  on  Saint  Mary’s. 

C.  Emerson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adj  utant-  General. 

Colonel  Irwin. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  aid  in  the 

reduction  of  Port  Hudson. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 
Donaldsonville ,  July  8 ,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  up  to  the  Richmond ,  and  on  your  arrival  you 
will  assume  the  command  of  that  ship. 

Direct  Lieutenant-Commander  Terry  to  turn  over  to  you  all  unexe¬ 
cuted  orders  left  by  Captain  Alden.  You  will  also  assume  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  United  States  naval  forces  lying  there  and  continue  the 
blockade  of  Port  Hudson  and  aid  the  army  under  General  Banks  by 
all  the  means  in  your  power  in  the  reduction  of  that  place. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Below  Port  Hudson, 


Report  cf  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S,  Navy,  transmitting  testimonials  presented  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  Terry  and  Ensigns  Shepard  and  Swann,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  efficient 
service  at  naval  battery. 


Hastings  on  Hudson,  September  5 ,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Terry  and  the  testimonials  given  that  officer  and  Ensigns 
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Shepard  and  Swann  for  their  energy,  zeal,  and  skill  displayed  at  the 
naval  battery  at  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson  by  the  army  and  navy, 
which  I  hope  will  be  placed  upon  record  for  their  future  benefit. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

TT  „  w  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

New  Orleans ,  July  30 ,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
1  erry  and  two  other  letters  from  the  officer  of  the  army  charged  with 
the  artillery  employed  in  reduction  of  Port  Hudson. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Terry  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
command  at  the  naval  batteries  before  Port  Hudson  received  from  the 
army  the  highest  commendations,  and  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to 
place  in  your  hands  a  detailed  report  setting  forth  the  important  serv¬ 
ices  rendered  on  shore  by  the  navy  during  the  siege  of  that  strong¬ 
hold  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Subenclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Below  Port  Hudson ,  July  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operation 
of  the  naval  battery  under  my  command,  in  position  before  Port 
Hudson: 

On  the  30th  May,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from  the  admiral,  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  shore  to  report  to  General  Banks  as  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  battery  of  IX-inch  guns.  The  latter  referred  me  to  Brigadier- 
General  Arnold,  chief  of  artillery,  from  whom  I  learned  that  the  guns 
were  at  Springfield  Landing.  After  several  days’  delay,  owing  to  want 
of  transportation,  they  were  brought  to  a  position  near  the  battery. 
On  June  4,  Acting  Ensign  R.  P.  Swann,  Master’s  Mates  Cox  and 
Bourne,  and  three  guns’  crews  (51  men)  from  the  Richmond,  and 
Ensign  E.  M.  Shepard,  with  one  guns’  crew  of  17  men  from  the  Essex, 
landed  and  encamped  one-half  mile  in  rear  of  the  battery.  June  5 
shifted  camp  to  ravine  500  yards  in  the  rear  of  battery.  From 
that  date  until  June  9  engaged  in  slinging,  transporting,  and 
mounting  guns  and  stowing  magazine.  Considerable  delay  on 
account  of  platforms  not  being  finished.  June  9,  11  a.  m.,  unmasked 
the  battery,  which  was  748  yards  from  the  enemy’s  works,  and 
opened  fire  upon  the  latter.  Sharp  musketry  fire  in  reply  from 
the  enemy.  Continued  firing  all  day  at  intervals  of  2%  min¬ 
utes,  and  all  night  at  intervals  of  five  minutes.  June  10,  firing  all 
day;  dismounted  one  of  the  enemy’s  guns.  Enemy’s  sharpshooters 
somewhat  troublesome.  On  the  12th  instant  set  fire  to  some  of  the 
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buildings  within  their  lines,  firing  slowly  all  night  and  rapidly  at  day¬ 
light.  On  the  13th  firing  all  night  at  intervals  of  ten  minutes.  At 
11  a.  m.  artillery  opened  all  along  their  lines,  firing  rapidly  for  one 
hour.  At  meridian  General  Grover  demanded  the  surrender  of  the 

Slace;  a  refusal  was  the  reply.  At  5  p.  m.  dismounted  a  light  gun. 

'n  the  14th  instant,  at  2  a.  m.,  opened  a  heavy  artillery  fire  all  along 
the  line,  after  which  an  unsuccessful  attack  was  made  by  the  infantry; 
disabled  a  light  gun.  On  the  15th  and  16th  firing  slowly;  17th  no  fir¬ 
ing;  flag  of  truce.  On  the  18th  firing  briskly  all  day;  removed  one 
gun  to  a  battery  on  the  left;  sent  Mr.  Swann  to  take  charge  of  it,  Mr. 
Bourne  accompanying  him.  Occasional  gun  fired  from  the  battery  on 
the  right,  but  no  rapid  or  continued  firing  subsequent  to  this  date.  On 
the  25th  the  battery  on  the  left  opened  fire  on  the  enemy’s  works. 
About  3:30  p.  m.  John  Williams,  3d,  seaman,  was  mortally  wounded 
and  John  McNelley  and  William  Kelcher  slightly.  On  the  27th 
another  IX-inch  gun  was  removed  from  the  right  battery  to  the  left. 
At  5  p.  m.  William  Kelcher,  stationed  in  the  left  battery,  was  severely 
wounded.  On  the  28th,  at  10  a.  m. ,  the  battery  on  the  left  opened  fire; 
the  rebels  replied  with  two  heavy  guns;  29th,  firing  slowly  all  day,  the 
enemy  replying  with  two  heavy  guns.  June  30,  July  1,  2,  3,  firing 
at  long  intervals.  On  the  25th  1  received  orders  from  Captain  Alden 
to  return  on  board  to  take  charge  of  the  ship,  the  latter  going  north 
on  leave  of  absence.  On  the  evening  of  the  2d  turned  over  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  battery  on  the  left  to  Mr.  Swann  and  the  battery  on  the 
right  to  Mr.  Shepard.  The  two  guns  transferred  to  the  left  were 
placed  in  a  seventeen-gun  battery,  340  yards  from  the  enemy’s 
works,  commanded  by  an  officer  of  the  regular  United  States  artillery, 
but  at  Captain  Alden’s  request  1  still  maintained  a  supervision  over 
all  the  guns  manned  by  seamen,  visiting  the  battery  on  the  left  every 
day.  The  battery  on  the  right  was  on  the  right  of  the  center  (Gen¬ 
eral  Augur’s  command).  The  officers  rendered  me  every  assistance  in 
their  power,  especially  Messrs.  Shepard  and  Swann,  the  latter  display¬ 
ing  the  same  zeal,  energy,  and  fearlessness  which  has  characterized 
his  conduct  in  every  action  on  board  this  vessel.  I  would  also  recom¬ 
mend  to  your  favorable  notice  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Edmund  L. 
Bourne,  who,  although  but  a  short  time  on  board  of  a  man-of-war, 
rendered  most  valuable  assistance  in  mounting  guns,  and  afterwards 
in  directing  their  fire.  Mr.  Swann,  with  whom  he  was  associated  on 
the  left,  speaks  of  his  services  as  invaluable.  The  men  as  a  body,  with 
a  very  few  exceptions,  which  were  sent  on  board  the  ship,  behaved  in 
the  most  creditable  manner,  working  on  two  or  three  occasions  all  day 
and  night  without  a  murmur,  although  some  of  the  work  which  we 
were  obliged  to  do  we  expected  would  be  completed  before  our  arrival. 
One  of  the  gun  carriages  in  the  battery  on  the  left  was  struck  on  the 
breast  and  forward  axletree  fourteen  times  by  musket  balls,  showing 
the  accurac}r  of  the  enemy’s  fire. 

Mr.  Swann  reports  that  subsequent  to  the  2d  of  July  there  was  no' 
firing  of  consequence. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwd.  Terry, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Commanding  Richmond. 
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Office  Chief  of  Artillery, 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Port  Hudson ,  July  10,  1863. 

Sir:  Upon  the  return  to  }-ou  for  duty  of  the  detachment  from  the 
naval  forces  which  has  assisted  in  the  reduction  of  Port  Hudson,  I  am 
requested  by  Brigadier-General  Arnold,  chief  of  artillery,  to  express 
to  you  his  thanks  and  to  acknowledge  the  service  rendered  by  the 
naval  battery  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Terry  and 
Ensigns  Shepard  and  Swann.  Their  duties  were  discharged  with  the 
most  distinguished  zeal  and  skill,  and  they  have  gained  a  right  to  the 
thanks  of  the  army. 

The  commanding  general  will  be  most  happy  to  convey  through 
you  to  these  officers  these  expressions,  and  the  chief  of  artillery  takes 
pleasure  in  acknowledging  his  obligation. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Arnold,  chief  of  artillery: 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

S.  S.  Newbury, 

Captain,  13th  Infantry,  Assistant  Chief  Artillery. 

Officer  Commanding  Naval  Forces  below  Port  Hudson. 


Office  Chief  of  Artillery, 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Port  Hudson ,  July  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  brigadier-general,  chief  of  artillery  of 
this  army,  to  express  to  you  his  thanks  for  the  eminent  services  of 
3rourself  and  command  during  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson. 

It  was  your  fortune  to  occupy  for  many  days  the  most  prominent 
position  among  the  batteries,  and  the  skill  and  efficiency  with  which 
your  guns  were  served  merits  and  receives  through  this  office  the 
thanks  of  the  army. 

Nothing  more  than  the  naval  battery,  and  none  of  the  guns  of  that 
battery  more  than  your  own,  has  contributed  to  the  successful  termi¬ 
nation. 

From  the  time  that  you  assumed  command  of  the  naval  forces  on 
shore  to  this  day,  your  promptitude,  zeal,  and  value  have  been 
marked;  your  fire  has  been  most  effective,  and  the  conduct  of  your 
whole  command  beyond  praise. 

By  order  of  brigadier-general,  chief  of  artillery: 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

S.  S.  Newbury, 

Captain ,  12th  Infantry,  Assistant  Chief  Artillery. 

Acting  Master  R.  P.  Swann,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Captain  Jenkins,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Swann,  U.  S.  Navy,  making  enquiry 
regarding  the  return  of  men  and  matdriel  from  naval  battery. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond,  Jidy  8,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  confer  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  army  in 
whose  brigade  or  division  the  naval  battery  in  which  you  are  serving 
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is  placed,  and  ascertain  when  the  men  and  materiel  belonging  to  this 
ship  and  fleet  can  be  returned  from  duty  on  shore.  I  am  desirous  that 
the  officers  and  men  be  returned  to  their  respective  vessels  with  the 
least  possible  delay. 

Respectfully, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Acting  Master  R.  P.  Swann,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Before  Port  Hudson. 


[Signal.] 

July  7 — 11  a.  m. 

I  am  detaining  the  General  Price  here  to  take  Colonel  Smith  back 
to  Vicksburg.  If  he  intends  returning,  pray  send  him  at  once. 

Palmer, 

Commodore. 

General  Banks. 


General  Banks  is  writing  dispatches  to  General  Grant,  which  I  will 
send  in  a  few  moments.  Colonel  Smith  remains  here. 

Richd.  B.  Irwin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Commodore  Palmer. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  appointment  of  a  commission  to  arrange  terms  of  surrender. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  July  8 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  General  Gardner  has 
offered  to  surrender,  and  that  at  his  request  a  commission,  to  consist 
of  three  officers  designated  by  me,  will  meet  a  similar  commission 
on  his  part,  at  our  lines  at  9  a.  m.  to-day,  to  draw  up  the  terms  of 
surrender. 

I  have  directed  that  active  hostilities  shall  entirely  cease,  until  fur¬ 
ther  orders,  for  this  purpose. 

Very  respectfully,  }mur  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  I).  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Low  eft'  Fleet. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 
referring  to  operations  against  Port  Hudson. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Flagship  Black  Hawk,  July  8,  1863. 
Dear  Admiral:  The  Price  got  off  a  little  sooner  than  I  expected 
the  other  day,  and  the  letter  I  intended  to  send  you  did  not  go. 
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1  should  have  gone  down  immediately  with  all  the  appliances  of  war 
and  offered  my  services,  but  a  feeling  of  delicacy  prevented  my^  going 
to  help  take  a  place  that  was  already  hanging  by  the  eyelids. 

I  know  that  you  would  not  suspect  me  of  attempting  to  steal  any  of 
your  thunder,  but  there  are  many  good  Christians  who  are  apt  to' put 
improper  constructions  on  men’s  motives. 

I  knew  that  Port  Hudson  would  either  surrender  in  a  few  days  or 
hold  out  longer  than  anticipated.  If  the  first  occurred,  my  services 
would  not  be  needed;  if  the  latter,  there  would  be  plenty  of  time  to 
notify  me,  so  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  tell  me  just  what  you  would  like, 
and  you  will  have  it  done. 

Thank  Heaven  this  nut  is  cracked,  and  a  hard  one  it  was.  If  those 
fellows  had  been  properly  supplied  with  provisions  and  had  never  left 
Vicksburg  to  go  fighting  on  the  Black  River,  they  would  have  kept 
out  all  the  armies  and  navies  in  the  United  States.  You  have  no  idea 
of  the  strength  of  the  place,  nor  could  you  form  one  without  seeing  it. 

I  have  sent  to  Cairo  for  all  kinds  of  ammunition,  and  will  soon  be 
well  supplied.  I  started  this  bombardment  with  II  mortar  boats,  and 
after  forty-five  days’  bombardment  have  6  remaining.  Some  sank; 
others  were  shattered  by  the  firing.  Those  6  are  in  pretty  good  order, 
and  I  will  bring  them  down  if  you  desire  it.  I  intend  to  anchor  them 
above  Natchez  anyhow. 

We  are  having  a  lively  time  up  the  river  with  guerrillas  and  Price’s 
army,  but  the  gunboats  whip  them  out  on  all  occasions. 

The  rebels  came  near  getting  Helena  the  other  day.  Fifteen  thou¬ 
sand  men  attacked  it,  The}r  got  possession  of  the  forts  and  held  them 
four  hours.  The  gunboats,  however,  got  up  in  good  time  from  a  short 
distance  below,  and  after  a  hard  fight  succeeded  in  dislodging  the 
rebels,  killing  a  great  number  and  enabling  the  army  to  capture  900 
prisoners. 

The  army  would  all  have  been  gobbled  up  but  for  the  gunboats. 

I  am  looking  hourly  for  the  Price ,  hoping  she  will  bring  me  news 
of  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson. 

My  kind  regards  to  Jenkins,  and  believe  me, 

Yours,  very  truly,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  II.  S.  Navy. 

Admiral  Farragut. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 
appointing  a  time  for  the  meeting  of  commission  on  surrender. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  July  8 ,  1863 — 6  a.  m. 

Sir:  General  Gardner  has  made  known  his  willingness  to  surrender, 
and  officers  meet  at  9  a.  m.  to  agree  upon  terms.  An  unconditional 
surrender  will  be  required.  It  is  important  that  our  troops  in  force 
should  first  carry  the  news  to  New  Orleans.  I  congratulate  you  upon 
the  freedom  of  the  Mississippi. 

Very  truly,  yours,  N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Fleet ,  etc. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  withdrawal  of  the  gunboats  to  Berwick  Bay. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  July  8 ,  1863. 

My  Dear  Sir:  To  intercept  the  rebel  force  now  infesting  the  river 
and  the  La  Fourche  country,  it  is  necessary  that  the  gunboats  should 
move  at  once  to  Berwick  Bay.  All  the  light-draft  boats  should  be 
ordered  down  at  once — the  Arizona ,  Estrella ,  Hollyhock,  Calhoun ,  and 
Sachem.  I  hope  Captain  Wiggin  and  Captain  Perkins  may  be  put  in 
command,  as  they  know  the  localities  and  are  energetic  in  action.  If 
the  boats  can  proceed  to  the  bay  at  once,  we  shall  intercept  and  capture 
the  force.  Our  troops  move  at  5  o’clock  for  Donaldsonville,  and  we 
shall  press  them  with  all  vigor.  Please  inform  me  if  it  is  possible  to 
accomplish  this.  If  we  cut  off  this  army,  no  other  troops  can  be  raised 
south  of  Red  River. 

Port  Hudson  surrendered  to-day,  substantially  without  conditions. 
We  shall  be  compelled,  however,  to  parole  the  greater  part  of  the  men. 
They  call  for  6,000  rations.  The  ceremony  of  rendition  takes  place  at 
7  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours,  N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Fleet ,  etc. 


[Signal.] 

July  8,  [1868] — 12  m. 

You  have  authority  to  pass  down  by  Port  Hudson  whenever  you 
please.  Please  order  our  transports  to  go  to  Point  Pleasant  Landing 
to-night.  The  general  requests  you  to  keep  one  gunboat  above  to 
watch  the  place  and  the  river  to-night,  and  to  place  one  at  his  disposal 
to  take  dispatches  to  Vicksburg. 

Rich’d  B.  Irwin, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Commodore  James  S.  Palmer,  Hartford. 


[Signal.] 


July  8- — p.  m. 

Port  Hudson  has  surrendered,  and  will  be  formerly  turned  over  to 
us  at  7  o’clock  to-morrow  morning.  Please  keep  a  bright  lookout 
to-night. 


Commodore  Palmer,  Hartford. 


N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-  General. 


[Signal.] 

July  8,  1863. 

Bands  will  play,  and  we  shall  fire  a  salute  of  one  hundred  guns  from 
right  to  left  at  noon;  will  be  glad  to  have  you  participate. 

N.  P.  Banks. 


Admiral  Farragut. 
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Report  of  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy,  expressing  surprise  that  the  navy  was  not  repre¬ 
sented  on  the  commission  on  surrender. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Port  Hudson ,  July  9 ,  1863. 

Admiral:  On  my  arrival  here  yesterday  morning  I  found  the  Essex 
taking  in  coal,  and  shortly  after  1  received  a  request  from  the 
army  headquarters  to  furnish  convoy  for  a  transport  with  troops 
for  Donaldsonville.  I  directed  Commander  Townsend  to  proceed 
at  once  with  the  Essex  to  Baton  Rouge,  continue  on  his  arrival  at  that 
place  filling  up  his  coal  until  the  arrival  of  the  transport,  and  then  to 
proceed  to  Donaldsonville,  and  in  case  he  did  not  fall  in  with  you, 
to  proceed  to  Madam  Winchester’s  plantation  and  the  vicinity,  and 
drive  the  enemy  from  his  position  under  the  levee  and  afford  all  the 
assistance  in  his  power  to  vessels  passing  up  and  down  the  river.  At 
9:56  a.  m.  yesterday,  I  received  the  dispatch  from  General  Banks 
dated  at  5  a.  m.  of  that  day,  which  I  sent  to  you  by  the  Essex ,  inform¬ 
ing  you  that  commissioners  had  been  appointed  to  meet  at  9  a.  m.  of 
that  day  to  agree  upon  terms  for  the  surrender  of  Port  Hudson.  You 
will  not  fail  to  observe  that  no  invitation  was  given  to  the  navy  to 
participate,  either  in  the  preliminary  arrangements  for  the  occupation 
of  that  place  or  in  its  formal  surrender.  Had  the  dispatch  of  General 
Banks  been  received  in  time  to  have  exchanged  communications  with 
him  on  the  subject,  I  would  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  have  insisted  that 
one  of  the  commissioners  to  make  arrangements  for  the  surrender  of 
the  place  should  be  a  navy  officer  of  rank,  to  represent  you  and  your 
fleet.  I  send  by  the  New  London ,  Lieutenant-Commander  Perkins, 
two  dispatches  from  General  Banks,  addressed  to  jmu,  and  received 
by  me  at  midnight  last  night.  I  shall  show  them  to  Commodore 
Palmer,  as  I  observed  the  ELartford  coming  down,  before  transmitting 
them  to  you.  As  all  the  vessels  capable  of  getting  into  Berwick  Bay 
[are]  now  above  Port  Hudson,  1  suggested  to  General  Banks,  in  reply, 
that  he  should  intimate  his  desires  to  Commodore  Palmer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Mississippi  River. 


Extract  from  report  of  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  relating  to  joint  operations  in 
the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  February  to  July,  1863. 

New  York,  April  6 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  of  the  military  opera¬ 
tions  of  my  command  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  in  1862,  1863, 
and  1864. 

******* 

[ February ,  1863]. — During  these  operations  on  Bayou  Plaquemine 
and  the  Atchafalaya  news  was  received  of  the  capture  by  the  enemy 
of  the  steamers  Queen  of  the  West  and  De  Soto ,  which  had  run  past  the 
batteries  at  Vicksburg.  This  event  was  deemed  of  sufficient  impor¬ 
tance  by  Admiral  Farragut  to  demand  the  occupation  of  the  Mississippi 
between  Port  Hudson  and  Vicksburg,  by  running  the  batteries  on  the 
river  at  Port  Hudson,  in  order  to  destroy  these  boats  and  cut  off  the 
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enemy’s  communication  by  the  lied  River  with  Vicksburg  and  Port 
Hudson,  thus  accomplishing  by  a  swifter  course  the  object  of  our 
campaign  west  of  the  river. 

The  army  was  called  upon  to  make  a  demonstration  against  the  for¬ 
tifications  at  Port  Hudson,  while  the  fleet  should  run  the  batteries  upon 
the  river.  All  the  disposable  force  of  the  department  was  moved  to 
Baton  Rouge  for  this  purpose  early  in  March. 

On  March  13  the  troops  moved  out  to  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson, 
about  12,000  strong.  The  pickets  of  the  enemy  were  encountered 
near  Baton  Rouge,  and  a  considerable  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Port 
Hudson,  which  was  quickly  driven  in.  The  army  reached  the  rear  of 
the  works  on  the  night  of  the  14th,  and  made  a  demonstration  as  for 
an  attack  on  the  works  the  next  morning. 

The  arrangement  between  the  admiral  and  myself  was  that  the 
passage  of  the  batteries  by  the  nav}r  should  be  attempted  in  the  gray 
of  the  morning,  the  army  making  a  simultaneous  attack  on  the  forti¬ 
fications  in  the  rear;  but  affairs  appearing  to  be  more  favorable  to  the 
fleet  than  was  anticipated,  the  object  was  accomplished  in  the  evening 
and  during  the  night  of  the  14th.  Naval  history  scarcely  presents  a 
more  brilliant  act  than  the  passage  of  these  formidable  batteries. 
******  * 

On  the  13th  [April]  we  had  advanced  within  400  yards  of  his  works, 
on  both  sides  of  the  Bayou  Teche,  driving  him  to  his  fortifications  and 
destroying  the  gunboat  Diana ,  which  he  had  captured  from  us  a  short 
time  before.  *  *  * 

Early  on  the  following  morning  [April  15],  the  balance  of  the 
enemy’s  forces  evacuated  Fort  Bisland.  *  *  *  The  gunboats  in 

the  meantime  had  encountered  the  steamer  Queen  of  the  West  on  Grand 
Lake,  destroying  her,  and  capturing  her  officers  and  crew. 

We  reached  Opelousas  April  20,  the  enemy  retreating  toward  Alex¬ 
andria  in  disorder  and  destroying  the  bridges  in  his  flight.  The  same 
day  the  gunboats,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  A .  P. 
Cooke,  assisted  by  four  companies  of  infantry,  captured  the  works  at 
Butte-a-la-Rose,  which  contained  two  heavy  guns  and  a  large  quantity 
of  ammunition  and  was  garrisoned  by  a  force  of  60  men,  all  of  whom 
were  captured.  *  *  * 

On  May  2  we  established  communication  with  Admiral  Farragut  at 
the  mouth  of  Red  River,  thi’ough  the  Atchafalaya,  by  the  gunboat 
Arizona ,  Captain  Upton,  commanding,  accompanied  by  Captain  R.  T. 
Dunham,  of  my  staff.  *  *  * 

While  at  Brashear  City  I  had  received  a  dispatch  from  Admiral 
Farragut,  by  Mr.  Gabauclan,  his  secretary,  informing  me  that  Gen¬ 
eral  Grant  would  send  20,000  men  by  May  1  through  the  Tensas, 
Black,  and  Red  rivers,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  with  us  in  the 
reduction  of  Port  Hudson.  *  *  * 

The  cooperation  of  the  fleet,  under  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  on  the 
waters  west  of  the  Mississippi,  as  well  as  at  Port  Hudson,  was  har¬ 
monious  and  effective  and  contributed  greatly  to  the  success  of  our 
arms.  A  battery  of  heavy  guns  was  established  in  the  rear  of  the 
works  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  the  fire  of  which  was  most 
constant  and  effective.  [Siege  of  Port  Hudson,  May-June,  1863]. 

*  *  *  By  means  of  signals  and  telegraphs  a  perfect  communi¬ 

cation  was  maintained  at  all  times,  night  and  day,  between  the  fleet 
and  the  army  and  with  the  different  portions  of  the  army. 
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The  rebels  admitted,  after  the  siege,  that  they  had  lost  in  killed  and 
wounded  during  the  siege,  610  men;  but  they  underrated  the  number 
of  prisoners  and  guns  they  surrendered,  and  their  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  was  larger  than  admitted  by  them.  It  could  not  have  been 
less  than  800  or  1,000  men.  Five  hundred  were  found  in  the  hospitals. 
The  wounds  were  mostly  in  the  head,  from  the  fire  of  sharpshooters, 
and  very  severe.  *  *  * 

The  siege  lasted  forty-five  days,  of  which  twenty-one  days  was  inces¬ 
sant  and  constant  fighting.  It  was  conducted  constantly  with  a  view 
to  the  capture  of  the  garrison  as  well  as  the  reduction  of  the  post. 

When  the  proposition  of  General  Gardner  to  suspend  hostilities 
with  a  view  to  consider  terms  of  surrender  was  received  there  were 
6,408  officers  and  men  on  duty  within  the  lines,  2,500  in  the  rear  of 
the  besieging  forces  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  opposite  Port 
Hudson,  and  12,000  men,  under  Generals  Green  and  Taylor,  between 
Port  Hudson  and  Donaldsonville,  who  had,  by  establishing  their  bat¬ 
teries  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  effectually  cut  off  our  communi¬ 
cation  with  New  Orleans,  making  21,000  men  actively  engaged  in 
raising  the  siege  at  the  time  of  its  surrender. 

*  ****** 


I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 


Secretary  of  War, 

Washington ,  1).  C. 


N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General  of  Volunteers. 


Report  of  Colonel  Miles,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  bombardment. 

On  the  Field,  May  1863. 

I  beg  leave  to  report  that  no  attack  or  menace  has  been  made  on 
my  line  to-day.  The  shelling  from  guns  and  mortars,  however,  has 
been  extraordinarily  furious,  and  I  regret  to  say  that  3  men  have  been 
killed  and  3  others  slightly  wounded  by  them.  The  casualties  occurred 
in  Major  Anderson  Merchant’s  battalion. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

W.  R.  Miles, 

Colonel ,  Commanding. 

Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Gournay,  Twelfth  Louisiana  Artillery  Battalion,  of  opera¬ 
tions  May  24-July  2. 

Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Heavy  Batteries, 

Port  Hudson ,  May  1863. 

Colonel:  During  the  two  hours  and  a  half  bombardment  by  the 
enemy’s  mortar  and  gunboats,  the  batteries  of  this  command  filed 
twenty-four  shots  with  little  effect,  being  at  very  long  range.  Oneot 
the  shots  from  Captain  W.  B.  Seawell’s  battery  struck  the  Mononga- 
hela  in  the  bow.  Our  batteries  were  struck  many  times,  but  with 
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no  damage.  The  gun  carriage  at  Battery  10  was  slightly  injured,  but 
not  enough  to  disable  it.  *  *  * 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  F.  De  Gournay, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  M.  J.  Smith, 

Chief  of  Heavy  Artillery. 


Report  of  Colonel  Miles,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  request  for  a  truce  from  Major-General 

Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

On  the  Field,  May  28,  1863. 

The  enemy  opened  his  accustomed  cannonade  at  an  early  hour  this 
morning,  the  mortar  fleet  and  gunboats  below  chiming  in,  and  for 
some  time  shell  and  solid  shot  fell  thick  along  the  line.  Between  10 
and  11  o’clock  I  received  notice  that  Major-General  Banks  had  asked 
for  a  truce  to  allow  him  the  opportunity  to  bury  his  dead  and  care  for 
his  wounded,  who  covered  the  ground  where  the  fights  occurred  yes¬ 
terday. 

******* 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Miles, 

Colonel ,  etc. 

Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Gournay,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  continued  action. 

Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Heavy  Batteries, 

Port  Hudson ,  May  29,  1863. 

Colonel:  I  had  the  Parrott  gun  and  the  rifled  24-pounder  trailed 
and  pointed  yesterday,  and  bearings  marked  so  that  they  could  be 
directed  at  the  mortar  boats  during  the  night.  At  11:30  the  mortars 
commenced  bombarding,  when  our  guns  replied,  firing  at  the  flash 
deliberate^7  and  slowly.  We  fired  in  all  19  shots,  and  this  morning 
the  mortar  fleet  is  below  the  point,  having  fallen  back  during  the  dark¬ 
ness  that  preceded  daybreak.  I  owe  this  result  in  great  part  to  the 
excellentmanagementof  Lieutenant  L.  A.  Schirmer,  whom  I  had  placed 
in  charge  of  the  Parrott  gun.  During  the  fight  the  bursting  of  a  bomb¬ 
shell  in  the  rear  of  the  battery  wounded  3  men  of  Company  D,  Twelfth 
Louisiana  Battalion;  1  seriously.  No  damage  to  the  works. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  F.  De  Gournay, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding  Left  Wing,  Heavy  Batteries. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  M.  J .  Smith, 

Chief  of  Heavy  Artillery. 
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On  the  Field,  May  30, 1863. 

During  last  night  the  fleet  shelled  us  without  intermission,  but  with¬ 
out  result.  We  have  only  been  tired  at  during  the  day  by  a  few 
skirmishers.  No  one  hit.  It  is  the  first  day  of  calm  since  the  24th. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

W.  R.  Miles. 


Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Report  of  Colonel  Miles,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  continued  action. 

On  the  Field,  May  31,  1863. 

This  morning  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters,  deployed  in  front  of  a  part 
of  my  lines  under  cover,  opened  an  irregular  fire,  which  has  been  kept 
up  all  day.  The  cannonade,  directed  at  my  redans  and  an  attempted 
enfilade  of  the  works,  has  been  quite  vigorous  at  times,  never  entirely 
ceasing.  About  4  o’clock  this  evening  the  fleet  below  commenced 
shelling  furiously  and  kept  it  up  two  hours  and  a  half. 

Last  night  the  fleet  shelled  us  from  11  o’clock  until  sun-up  this 
morning,  all  this  resulting  in  wounding  one  man.  I  have  sent  200 
men  to  relieve  that  number  of  Colonel  [I.  G.  W.]  Steedman’s  men  on 
the  left.  Since  their  arrival  there  this  evening,  I  learn  two  of  them 
have  been  wounded  severely. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Miles, 

Colonel,  etc. 

Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Report  of  Colonel  Miles,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  continued  action. 

On  the  Field,  June  1,  1863. 

The  fleet  indulged  in  its  customary  shelling  last  night,  and  at  inter¬ 
vals  to-day.  The  enemy’s  batteries  for  the  last  twenty-four  hours 
have  been  steadily  playing  on  our  front,  attempting  at  times  to 
enfilade  the  works.  No  serious  result.  Sharpshooters,  as  usual,  have 
been  plying  their  vocation  on  both  sides.  So  far  as  can  be  learned, 
no  immediate  attempt  will  be  made  to  carry  the  works  by  assault,  the 
enemy  not  having  recovered  from  the  effects  of  his  last  attempt 
upon  us. 

W.  R.  Miles, 

Colonel ,  etc. 

Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Gonrnay,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  casualties  from  the 

bombardment. 

Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Heavy  Artillery, 

Port  Hudson ,  June  5 ,  1863. 

Major:  During  the  furious  bombardment  by  the  enemy’s  mortar 
boats  this  afternoon  a  shell  struck  the  gun  (32-pounder  rifled)  at 
Battery  No.  10,  breaking  the  screw.  The  damage  is  easily  repaired 
and  the  gun  can  be  used  to-night.  Another  shell  fell  in  the  camp  near 
Battery  No.  9,  killing  one  man  instantly.  The  mortar  boats  have 
moved  to-day  nearer  the  Point,  probably  on  account  of  the  river  fall¬ 
ing  steadily.  They  are  not  much  nearer  to  us,  but  in  better  view. 
For  several  daj^s  they  have  been  using,  occasionally,  extra  charges  of 
powder,  by  which  they  have  attained  greater  range,  and  thrown  shells 
beyond  Battery  No.  6.  I  will  take  advantage  of  their  new  position, 
and  attack  them  to-morrow  with  the  Parrott  gun  (30-pounder)  and  the 
rifled  24-pounder  and  32-pounder. 

I  am,  major,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  F.  De  Gournay, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel ,  Commanding  Left  Wing ,  Heavy  Batteries. 

Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Report  of  Colonel  Miles,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  movements  of  tbe  enemy. 

On  the  Field,  June  6,  1863. 

The  batteries  and  fleet  for  some  two  hours  this  forenoon  gave  us  a 
very  heavy  fire.  The  battery  heretofore  stationed  at  the  mouth  of 
Troth’s  lane  moved  off  this  evening  in  the  direction  of  the  river  below; 
and  the  battery  near  Hunt’s  house,  with  eight  wagon  loads  of  stores, 
moved  off  also  about  the  same  hour  and  in  the  same  direction.  Unless 
these  movements  are  a  ruse,  it  is  evident  the  enemy  is  moving  off  a 
large  portion,  if  not  all,  of  his  forces.  I  have  no  casualties  to  report 
for  the  day. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

W.  R.  Miles, 

Colonel ,  etc. 

Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Report  of  Colonel  Miles,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  a  furious  bombardment  by  tbe  enemy. 

On  the  Field,  June  10 ,  1863. 

The  mortars  of  the  fleet,  the  mortars  of  the  land  batteries,  the  Par¬ 
rott  and  Whitworth  guns  opened  on  us  at  dusk  yesterday  evening, 
and  kept  up  a  furious  fire  through  the  night.  The  practice  was  good 
and  the  scenic  effect  splendid.  At  2  o’clock  this  morning  the  Ylll-inch 
shell  gun  joined  in,  and  delivered  her  raking  fire  along  my  entire  left. 
Three  men  were  wounded  severely  during  the  night. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Miles, 

Colonel,  etc. 

Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Gournay,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  injury  to  gun. 

Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Heavy  Batteries, 

Port  Hudson ,  June  11 ,  1863. 

Colonel:  During  the  firing  from  the  ships  this  morning  the  24- 
pounder  rifled  gun  at  Battery  11  was  struck  by  a  shell  near  the  vent 
and  a  small  piece  of  metal  broken  off.  No  serious  damage,  however, 
and  the  gun  can  he  worked  with  safetjL 
Yours,  respectfully, 

P.  F.  De  Gournay, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding  Left  Wing ,  Heavy  Batteries. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  M.  J.  Smith, 

Chief  of  Heavy  Artillery. 


Report  of  Colonel  Miles,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  continued  action. 


On  the  Field,  June  12,  1863. 

Last  night  the  guns  and  mortars  from  the  fleet,  as  well  as  the  guns 
and  mortars  from  the  numerous  batteries  on  shore,  kept  up  a  brisk 
fire  upon  us,  resulting  in  no  loss  of  life,  or  wound  even.  During  the 
day  their  fire  has  slackened  considerably,  I  would  fain  hope  tapering 
to  its  final  end.  *  *  * 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Miles, 

Colonel,  etc. 


Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Report  of  Colonel  Miles,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  heaviest  cannonading  of  the  siege. 

On  the  Field,  June  lj,  1863. 

Very  early  this  morning  we  were  quite  severely  cannonaded.  Later 
on  in  the  forenoon  the  most  tremendous  affair  of  the  siege  came  off. 
From  the  fleet  in  the  river  and  from  every  gun  in  position  on  shore 
came  the  quick  flash  and  angry  roar  of  threatening  annihilation.  The 
air  grew  thick  with  smoke  and  hoarse  with  sound.  After  some  hours 
spent  in  this  manner,  it  became  apparent  that  the  enemy  was  making 
preparation  for  a  charge.  General  Beall’s  line  being  most  threatened, 
I  sent  one  battalion  to  his  support,  keeping  the  balance  of  my  force  in 
position  to  repel  an  attack,  should  one  be  made  on  my  own  line,  or 
move  to  the  further  support  of  General  Beall.  No  attack  was  made 
on  me,  and,  after  trying  several  times  to  bring  their  lines  to  the 
assault,  the  enemy  beat  a  hasty  retreat.  *  *  * 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Miles, 

Colonel ,  etc. 

Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Report  of  Colonel  Miles,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  an  attempted  advance  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  Field,  June  lj ,  1863. 

About  4  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  a  terrible  fire  from  all  his  guns 
along  the  line,  from  the  extreme  right  to  the  extreme  left.  It  was 
kept  up  until  8  o’clock,  varying  in  intensity,  but  always  severe.  At 
an  early  hour  I  could  distinguish  the  rattle  of  small  arms  toward  the 
left,  and  for  a  time  thought  no  demonstration  was  intended  against 
my  position,  but  was  soon  undeceived.  In  regular  line  of  battle  the 
enemy  attempted  an  advance  through  the  open  field  upon  my  left.  A 
few  shots  from  the  artillery  and  a  few  rounds  from  the  infantry 
caused  him  to  fall  back. 

******* 


I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Miles, 

Colonel ,  etc. 


Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Reports  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brand,  Miles’  (Louisiana)  Legion,  of  operations  June  24-27. 

Headquarters  Right  Wing,  June  25,  1863. 

Sir:  I  assumed  command  of  right  wing  last  night,  as  per  order 
through  Captain  [R.  M.]  Hewitt.  *  *  *  The  enemy  advanced 

about  10  yards  last  night  with  their  trench. 

1  keep  up  an  occasional  fire  from  Captain  [S.  M.]  Thomas’s  guns.  I 
discovered  that  they  had  a  bale  of  cotton,  which  they  advanced  as 
required;  but,  watching  the  moment  that  they  moved  the  bale,  I  gave 
them  a  volley  of  musketry,  which  drove  them  in  altogether.  To-night 
I  shall  keep  up  the  shooting  as  during  the  last  night  and  to-day. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fred’k  B.  Brand, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel ,  Comnnanding  Right  Wing. 

Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

P.  S. — All  quiet  along  my  line. 


Headquarters  Right  Wing,  June  26,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  I  prevented  the  work  of  the  enemy  last 
night.  He  has  now  4  bales  to  work  behind,  but  has  made  very  little 
progress.  The  sharpshooters  have  been  very  active  on  my  right.  At 
3  p.  m.  the  fleet  opened,  and  at  the  same  time  four  fieldpieces  and  one 
or  two  mortars  from  the  large  breastworks.  I  have  not  yet  received 
my  reports  from  the  different  commanders  as  to  casualties,  but  so  soon 
as  they  come  in  I  will  make  a  full  report.  All  quiet  on  my  left.  I  have 
sent  a  working  party  to  the  right  to  repair  damages,  if  any.  I  fear 
that  I  shall  have  to  report  the  loss  of  many  a  brave  man. 

I  remain,  major,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Fred’k  B.  Brand, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel ,  Commanding  Right  Wing 
Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Gournay,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  operations  of  June  26. 

Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Heavy  Batteries, 

Port  Hudson ,  June  36,  1863. 

Major:  The  enemy  opened  lire  from  their  land  batteries  and  the 
fleet  (including  the  mortar  boats)  at  3:45  o’clock  this  afternoon,  to 
which  the  guns  on  this  wing  replied,  and  soon  brought  on  a  spirited 
artillery  light. 

The  mortar  boats  ceased  firing  after  two  hours  and  a  half,  the  gun¬ 
boats  four  hours.  No  damage  was  done  to  our  guns  and  no  man  hurt  at 
the  batteries.  The  works  at  Battery  No.  11  were  badly  torn  up  by  the 
enemy’s  fire,  which  seemed  to  be  in  great  part  concentrated  on  that  point. 
So  terrific  was  the  fire  at  that  battery  that  it  was  found  impossible  to 
man  the  siege  24-pounder  rifled  gun  without  an  almost  certainty  that 
it  would  be  dismounted.  The  guns  engaged  on  the  extreme  left  were 
the  rifled  32-pounder,  which  fired  14  shots;  the  Vlll-inch  shell  gun, 
which  fired  6  shells  with  excellent  effect  on  the  enemy’s  principal  works, 
after  which  it  unfortunately  got  disabled  by  the  accidental  giving 
away  of  the  elevating  screw;  the  damage  is  now  being  repaired;  the 
rifled  24-pounder  barbette,  which  fired  27  Reid  shots  at  the  mortar 
boats,  many  shots  taking  effect  on  the  boats  and  also  on  the  Essex. 

From  the  center,  the  X-inch  and  Vlll-inch  columbiads  of  this  com¬ 
mand  were  also  engaged,  first  with  the  fleet  and  subsequently,  with 
much  better  effect,  firing  on  the  enemy’s  works.  I  can  not  yet  report 
the  number  of  shots  fired  from  these  two  guns. 

I  beg  leave  to  make  most  honorable  mention  of  Lieutenant  L.  A. 
Schirmer,  of  my  command,  for  an  act  of  heroic  bravery.  The  flag  of 
[W.  R.]  Miles’  Legion  was  hoisted  on  the  extreme  left  of  Battery  11, 
and  was  shot  down.  Lieutenant  Schirmer  seized  it,  fixed  it  to  a  light 
pole,  and,  jumping  on  the  parapet,  planted  the  flagstaff  amidst  a  shower 
of  bullets.  Again  and  again  the  flag  was  shot  down,  and  each  time  the 
gallant  lieutenant  raised  it,  waved  it  defiantly,  and  planted  it  firmly, 
regardless  of  the  volleys  of  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters.  He  escaped 
unhurt  after  repeating  thrice  this  gallant  feat,  that  called  forth  the 
enthusiastic  cheers  of  the  brave  men  who  lined  our  works. 

There  is  still  occasional  firing,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  attack  will 
be  renewed  to-night,  preparatory  to  an  attempt  to  charge  the  works 
in  the  morning.  The  men  are  in  excellent  spirits  and  will  do  all  their 
duty. 

I  am,  major,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  F.  De  Gournay, 

Lieutenant  Colonel ,  Commanding  Left  Wing ,  Heavy  Batteries. 

Major  T.  F.  Willson,- 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Report  of  Colonel  Miles,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  Field,  Jidy  7,  1863. 

Sharpshooting,  though  less  active  to-day  than  yesterday,  has  been 
quite  brisk.  One  man  of  the  legion  killed.  The  cannonading  has 
been  irregular,  at  no  time  very  severe,  and  productive  of  no  result. 
The  enemy  still  works  with  the  spade  in  close  proximity  to  my  rifle 
pits,  but  it  is  impossible  to  fathom  his  designs.  His  tower  grows  and 
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his  ditch  lengthens,  one  day  in  one  direction  another  day  in  another. 
This  morning  all  his  land  batteries  fired  a  salute,  and  followed  it 
immediately  with  shotted  guns,  accompanied  by  vociferous  yelling. 
Later  in  the  day  the  fleet  fired  a  salute  also.  What  is  meant  we  do 
not  know.  Some  of  them  hallooed  over,  saying  that  Vicksburg  had 
fallen  on  the  4th  instant.  My  own  impression  is  that  some  fictitious 
good  news  has  been  given  to  his  troops  in  order  to  raise  their  spirits, 
perhaps  with  a  view  of  stimulating  them  to  a  charge  in  the  morning. 
W e  will  be  prepared  for  them  should  they  do  so. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Miles, 

Colonel ,  etc. 

Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Report  of  Captain  Jackson,  C.  S.  Army,  of  the  surrender  of  Port  Hudson. 

July  9,  1863. 

Port  Hudson  surrendered  at  6  a.  m.  Our  provisions  were  exhausted, 
and  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  cut  our  way  out  on  account  of  the 
proximity  of  the  enemy’s  works. 

Our  casualties  during  the  siege  are  200  killed  and  between  300  and 
400  wounded.  About  200  men  have  died  from  sickness.  At  the  time 
of  the  surrender  there  were  only  2,500  men  for  duty.  I  came  out 
through  the  enemy’s  lines  about  an  hour  after  the  surrender,  and  tried 
to  ascertain  the  strength  of  General  Banks’  army,  but  did  not  succeed; 
but  from  my  own  observation,  I  am  led  to  believe  his  force  to  be 
25,000  or  30,000  men. 

C.  M.  Jackson, 

Actg.  Asst.  Inspector-  General  to  Major-  General  Frank.  Gardner. 

General  Joseph  Johnston. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Me  Ritchie ,  U.  S.  Nary ,  commanding  U.  S. 
storeship  Supply,  of  arrival  at  New  Orleans. 

U.  S.  Storeship  Supply, 

New  Orleans ,  May  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  arrival  at 
this  port  of  the  U.  S.  storeship  Supply ,  and  that  I  have,  in  obedience 
to  orders,  reported  to  the  senior  naval  officer  present. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  McRitchie, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  shortage  of 

officers  in  his  command. 

No.  96.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  May  22,  1863. 

Sir:  1  regret  to  say  that  this  squadron  is  very  much  in  want  of  offi¬ 
cers,  particularly  engineers  and  master’s  mates,  also  masters.  I  find 
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it  almost  impossible  to  keep  these  officers  by  simply  threatening  them 
with  dismissal.  It  appears  to  be  the  very  thing-  they  desire,  and  unless 
a  court  would  append  imprisonment  or  some  punishment,  no  stop  can 
be  put  to  their  present  course  of  conduct. 

I  have  at  least  a  half  a  dozen  or  more  cases  to  bring-  before  a  court, 
which,  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit,  I  shall  bring  before  a 
court  for  trial. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

- Rear-Admiral . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  77.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  general 
order  issued  by  the  military  commandant  at  New  Orleans. 

Flagship  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  May  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  hereto  annex  a  copy  of  a  general  order  issued  by  the  military 
commandant  of  this  city.  I  would  respectfully  request  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  that  the  transports  destined  for  this  squadron  be  instructed  not 
to  touch  at  Key  West,  so  as  to  escape  the  thirty  da}?s’  quarantine 
imposed  upon  vessels  touching  at  that  port,  facilitate  us  in  procuring 
our  supplies,  and  improve  the  health  of  this  squadron,  which  was  very 
near  becoming  infected  last  season  by  fever  brought  to  us  in  the 
Rhode  Island. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

General  Orders,  }  Hdqrs.  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

No.  3.  f  New  Orleans ,  May  23,  1863. 

Hereafter  no  vessel  coming  from  any  of  the  ports  designated  in  the 
proclamation  of  the  military  governor  of  Louisiana,  dated  April  4, 
1863,  will  be  allowed  to  come  to  the  city  by  way  of  Lake  Pontchartrain. 

The  places  which  are  hereby  declared  infected,  as  aforesaid,  are  the 
following,  viz:  Havana,  Matanzas,  Trinidad,  Cardenas,  and  St.  Jago 
[Santiago],  all  on  the  island  of  Cuba;  Kingston,  Port  Royal,  and 
Montego  Bay,  on  the  island  of  Jamaica;  Jacmel  and  Port  au  Prince, 
on  the  island  of  St.  [San]  Domingo;  the  islands  of  St.  Thomas,  Marti¬ 
nique,  and  Guadeloupe;  Campeche,  in  Yucatan;  Belize,  in  Honduras; 
Vera  Cruz,  Alvarado,  Tampico,  and  Tuxpan,  in  Mexico;  San  Juan  de 
Nicaragua,  Chagres,  Aspinwall,  and  Puerto  Bello,  in  Central  America; 
Maracaybo,  in  Venezuela;  LaGuayra,  Island  of  Trinidad,  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  Para,  and  Cayenne,  in  South  America;  and  Galveston, 
Matamoras,  and  Key  West. 

The  commanding  officers  at  Forts  Pike  and  Macomb  are  charged 
with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Emory: 

W.  D.  Smith, 

A.  A.  A.  (t.  ,  Lieutenant- Colonel, 

n  w  r — VOL  20 - 18 
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Orders  for  the  picket  boat. 

U.  S.  S.  Lackawanna, 

Off  Mobile ,  May  3 I,  1863. 

The  boat  to  be  well  manned  and  armed,  to  carry  a  compass,  kedge, 
lead  line,  water,  blue  light,  and  Coston  signals  2,  4,  and  8. 

She  will  leave  the  ship  (weather  permitting)  every  even  day  of  the 
month  at  sundown  and  go  alongside  of  the  picket  gunboat. 

When  dark,  so  as  not  to  be  seen  from  shore,  she  will  pull  in  (being 
governed  by  wind,  tide,  and  weather)  toward  Sand  Island  and  anchor 
in  the  channel-way  to  keep  a  bright  lookout  for  vessels  or  boats  com¬ 
ing  out  of  the  harbor. 

If  the  enemy’s  gunboats  are  coming  out,  she  will  burn  Coston  No.  4, 
taking  care  to  run  securely  into  'shoal  water  before  making  the  signal. 

If  merchant  steamers  or  sailing  vessels  are  coming  out,  Coston  No.  2 
will  be  burned. 

A  rocket  to  be  thrown  up  in  the  direction  the  escaping  or  attacking 
force  may  be  running. 

Should  the  picket  boat  require  assistance,  she  must  burn  Coston  No.  8. 

The  boat  will  return  to  the  ship  by  daylight. 

J.  B.  Marchand, 

Captain. 

Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  condition  of 
affairs  upon  arrival  at  Galveston. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  May  35,  1863. 

Sir:  I  arrived  off  Galveston  Bar  on  the  21st  instant  and  found  the 
Bienville ,  Itasca ,  Katahdin ,  and  Scioto,  on  blockade. 

During  my  absence  the  defenses  of  the  port  have  been  enlarged  and 
more  perfected. 

On  the  20th  I  passed  the  New  London  on  her  way  to  New  Orleans 
for  repairs,  and  anchored  for  a  few  hours  off  Sabine  Pass,  blockaded 
by  the  Owasco  and  Cayuga. 

I  am  informed  by  Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany  that  the  bark 
W.  G.  Anderson  has  been  sent  to  New  Orleans  to  repair  some  damages 
which  she  received  off  Aransas,  and  that  the  schooner  Rachel  Seaman 
alone  blockades  Lavaca,  Aransas,  and  Corpus  Christi. 

I  shall  start  in  the  Brooklyn  down  the  coast  to-day  and  proceed  as 
far  as  Brazos  Santiago,  leaving  Commander  Mullany  in  charge  of  this 
blockade  during  my  absence. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Mullany,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  II.  S.  S.  Bienville ,  to  assume  command  of  the 

Galveston  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  May  35,  1863. 

Sir:  I  shall  proceed  down  the  coast  of  Texas  to-day,  intending  to 
return  hither  in  about  one  week,  and  you  will  please  charge  yourself 
with  the  blockade  of  Galveston  during  my  absence. 
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If  the  supply  steamer  shall  arrive  during-  my  absence,  send  her  down 
the  coast  to  meet  me  either  off  Aransas  or  Brazos  Santiago,  and,  not 
finding  me,  to  return  to  this  anchorage. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Commander  J.  B.  M.  Mullany, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bienville ,  off  Galveston ,  Tex. 


Report  of  Fleet  Surgeon  Foltz ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  advising  a  strict  observ¬ 
ance  of  quarantine  for  vessels  from  Key  West. 

New  Orleans,  May  85,  1863. 

Sir:  By  proclamation  of  the  military  governor  of  Louisiana,  dated 
April  4,  1863,  a  rigid  quarantine  is  established  for  all  vessels  coming 
from  infected  ports  in  the  West  Indies  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Key  West  is  one  of  the  ports  designated.  I  would  urgently  recom¬ 
mend  that  all  transports  and  ships  of  war  destined  for  this  squadron 
be  ordered  not  to  touch  at  Key  West,  as  vessels  so  doing  will  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  a  protracted  quarantine. 

The  transport  Rhode  Island  contracted  yellow  fever  at  Key  West  in 
August  last,  where  she  stopped  but  a  short  time,  from  which  she  lost  4 
of  her  officers  and  crew.  Mr.  Gamble,  third  assistant  engineer,  one 
of  her  passengers  for  this  fleet,  who  was  left  on  board  the  Hartford  in 
apparent  good  health,  died  of  }mllow  fever  at  Pensacola  three  days 
after  his  arrival. 

The  safety  of  this  squadron  and  the  large  army  in  this  division 
requires  a  strict  observance  of  quarantine  of  all  vessels  from  Key 
West,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  transports  and  Government  vessels 
bound  to  New  Orleans  and  the  Gulf  [of  Mexico]  will  be  ordered  not  to 
touch  at  Key  West. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Foltz, 

Fleet  Surgeon. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 


Order  of  Rea/r- Admiral  Farragut ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Golds- 
borough ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  request  to  send  to  Pascagoula 
conveyance  for  refugees. 

Flagship  Western  Gulf  Squadron, 

Port  Hudson ,  May  £5,  \186S\. 

Captain:  You  did  right  in  refusing  to  accede  to  Admiral  Buchanan’s 
request  to  send  steamers  to  Pascagoula  to  convey  refugees  (or  regis¬ 
tered  enemies)  to  Mobile.  It  is  but  a  short  time  since  a  request  was 
made  to  send  a  steamer  with  refugees  from  Mobile  to  New  Orleans, 
which  I  refused,  and  you  will  not,  upon  any  pretext  whatever,  allow 
a  steamer  to  pass  out  of  Mobile  beyond  your  fleet. 

If  the  United  States  commanding  general  thinks  proper  to  send  a 
steamer  or  other  vessel  with  refugees  to  you  off  Mobile,  you  will 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


276 


inform  Admiral  Buchanan  that  if  he  sends  a  steamer  down  to  you  they 
will  be  transferred  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  flag-of-truce  boat 
from  Mobile. 

But  no  boat  will  be  permitted  out  of  Mobile. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-  Admiral. 


Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 

Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the 

sloop  Blazer. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Lat.  26°  28'  2V,  Long.  96°  If  TF. ,  May  27,  1863. 

Sir:  A  sloop  called  the  Blazer ,  of  16  or  17  tons  burden,  and  loaded 
with  39  bales  cotton,  more  or  less,  was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop 
Brooklyn ,  under  my  command,  at  8  o’clock  a.  m. ,  May  27,  at  sea,  in 
latitude  26°  28'  N.,  iongitude  96°  14'  W.  She  is  not  marked  with  any 
name.  The  sloop  when  first  discovered  was  standing  to  the  southward, 
apparently  bound  for  the  Rio  Grande.  Frank  Luis,  one  of  the  crew, 
says  she  is  from  Galveston,  having  come  out  at  Velasco  on  the  24th 
May.  She  had  four  men  on  board,  Christopher  E.  Delaney  calling 
himself  master.  The  names  of  the  other  three  are  Frank  Luis,  a  Por¬ 
tuguese;  Henry  Robb,  and  John  Lang.  All  the  papers  found  on  board 
are  sealed  up  and  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  the  officer  in  charge,  who 
is  ordered  to  take  her  to  the  port  of  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn. 

Judge  of  U.  S.  district  court  at  Key  West,  Fla. 

P.  S. — There  were  no  other  vessels  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master's  Mate 
Beardsley ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  disposition  of  the  sloop 
Blazer. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Lat.  26°  28'  N,  Long.  96°  If  W. ,  May  27,  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  off  Galveston  Bar  in  the  sloop  Blazer  and  report  your 
arrival  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  blockade,  there  to  await  further 
orders  from  me,  unless  an  opportunity  shall  present  itself  for  shipping 
the  cotton  thence  to  Key  West  or  some  Northern  port.  In  that  case 
you  will  accompany  the  cotton  intrusted  to  your  charge,  taking  along 
with  you  the  captain  and  [Frank]  Luis. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  Robert  Beardsley, 

U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commodore  Morris , 

7/.  /S'.  Navy,  regarding  the  discharge  of  the  pilot  of  the  TJ.  S.  S. 

Antona. 

Flagship  Western  Gulf  Squadron, 

Port  Hudson ,  May  27,  1863. 

Commodore:  Please  put  an  acting-  master  in  temporary  command  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Antona. 

Discharge  her  pilot  and  address  a  note  to  Governor  [General]  Shep- 
ley,  requesting  him  to  have  the  branch  of  this  pilot  withdrawn,  and 
prohibit  his  piloting  on  this  river,  having  shown  himself  incompetent 
by  running  the  Antona  on  shore  in  a  most  unwarrantable  manner. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  H.  W.  Morris, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  at  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report 

of  Captain  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  giving  list  of  captures  off 

Mobile. 

No.  100.]  Flagship  Monongahela, 

Port  Hudson,  May  28,  1863. 

Sir:  It  affords  me  infinite  satisfaction  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed 
copies  of  reports  from  Captain  J.  R.  Goldsborough,  commanding  the 
Mobile  blockade.  These  reports  show  that,  although  vessels  are  now 
and  then  reported  as  eluding  the  Mobile  blockade,  still  the  majority 
are  captured  in  the  attempt;  and  it  is  not  [at]  all  to  be  wondered  at 
that  a  vessel  now  and  then  is  successful  when  one  sees  what  small 
craft — many  of  them  scarcely  larger  than  a  ship’s  launch— make  these 
attempts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile  Bay,  May  18,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  list  of  the  names  of  vessels  cap¬ 
tured  and  number  of  vessels  destroyed  since  my  arrival  on  this  station: 

On  the  25th  of  March,  the  schooner  Clara,  captured  by  the  gunboat 
Kanawha,  Lieutenant-Commander  William  K.  Mayo,  from  Havana, 
with  an  assorted  cargo,  bound  to  Mobile.  Sent  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  the  sloop  Elias  Beckwith,  captured  by  the 
gunboat  Pembina,  Lieutenant-Commander  Jonathan  Young,  from 
Havana,  with  an  assorted  cargo,  bound  to  Mobile.  Sent  to  Key  West 
for  adjudication. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  the  schooner  Joe  F tanner ,  captured  by  the 
gunboat  Pembina,  Lieutenant-Commander  Jonathan  Young,  from 
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Havana,  with  an  assorted  cargo,  bound  to  Mobile.  Sent  to  Key  West 
for  adjudication. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  the  schooner  Dart,  captured  by  the  gunboat 
Kanawha ,  Lieutenant-Commander  William  K.  Mayo,  from  Havana, 
with  an  assorted  cargo,  bound  to  Mobile.  Sent  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  the  schooner  Juniper ,  captured  by  the  gunboat 
Kennehec ,  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  H.  Russell,  from  Havana,  with 
an  assorted  cargo,  bound  to  Mobile.  Sent  to  Key  West  for  adjudica¬ 
tion. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  the  steamer  Eugenie ,  captured  by  the  steamer 
R.  R.  Cuyler ,  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  E.  Jouett,  from  Havana, 
with  an  assorted  cargo,  bound  to  Mobile.  Sent  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  the  schooner  Sea  Lion ,  captured  by  the  gunboat 
Aroostook ,  Lieutenant-Commander  S.  R.  Franklin,  from  Mobile,  bound 
to  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  272  bales  of  cotton.  Sent  to  Key  West 
for  adjudication. 

On  the  15th  of  May,  the  English  brigantine  Comet ,  captured  by  the 
gunboat  Kanawha ,  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  K.  Mayo,  cleared  from 
Havana  for  New  Orleans,  with  an  assorted  cargo,  captured  within  a 
marine  league  of  the  coast  of  Alabama,  and  20  miles  to  the  eastward 
of  Fort  Morgan,  off  the  Thirty-seven  Pines.  Sent  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication. 

On  the  17th  of  May,  the  schooner  Hunter ,  captured  by  the  gunboat 
Kanawha ,  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  K.  Mayo,  from  Mobile,  bound 
to  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  43  bales  of  cotton.  Sent  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication. 

On  the  18th  of  May,  the  schooner  Ripple ,  captured  by  the  gunboat 
Kanawha ,  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  K.  Mayo,  from  Mobile,  bound 
to  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  110  bales  of  cotton.  Sent  to  Key  West 
for  adjudication. 

In  addition  to  the  above  list  of  captures,  four  vessels  have  been 
driven  on  shore  and  completely  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  our  gunboats. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

Captain ,  Comdg.  Division  West  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  blockade  of  the  Rio 
Grande. 

Monongahela, 

Port  Hudson ,  May  39,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  2d  ultimo  in  reference  to  the  blockade  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

During  the  month  of  September  last  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to 
the  Department  a  voluminous  correspondence  based  upon  accompany¬ 
ing  reports  made  to  me  by  Commander  H.  French,  who  fully  investi¬ 
gated  the  manner  in  which  illegal  traffic  is  carried  on  with  the  rebels 
through  Mexico. 
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I  then  advised  the  Government  that  I  knew  of  but  one  mode  to  stop 
this  trade,  viz,  to  occupy  the  Rio  Grande  either  with  small,  light-draft 
steamers  or  to  send  a  land  force  to  take  and  hold  Brownsville  and  the 
banks  of  the  river  for  some  miles. 

This  would  require  only  a  small  force,  as  there  are  hundreds  of 
Texan  refugees  who  would  gladly  join  our  forces  for  self -protection  if 
from  no  other  cause. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Capture  of  the  schooner  Star  at  Point  Isabel ,  Texas ,  May  30, 1863. 

Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Hatfield,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Brazos  Santiago ,  Tex.,  May  39,  1863. 

Sir:  At  2  o’clock  to-night  you  will  leave  the  ship,  taking  with  you 
the  launch,  first,  second,  and  third  cutters,  and  24  marines,  to  attempt 
the  capture  of  two  schooners  and  two  sloops  which  are  observed  to  be 
to  an  anchor  inside  of  Brazos  Santiago.  One  of  the  schooners,  it  is 
believed,  went  in  there  a  short  time  since  with  arms  and  ammunition. 
If  you  can’t  bring  out  the  vessels  you  will  burn  them.  There  is  a 
report  of  a  small  battery  having  been  established  at  the  entrance,  and 
it  is  inferred  to  exist  on  the  south  side.  If  it  be  possible,  capture  this 
battery  and  spike  or  destroy  the  guns  if  you  can’t  get  them  off.  I 
should  like  to  have  them  for  arming  the  captured  schooners.  You 
will  take  the  two  howitzers  in  the  boats  and  be  accompanied  by  Lieu¬ 
tenant  A.  N.  Mitchell,  Acting  Master  Thomas  Pickering,  First  Lieu¬ 
tenant  of  Marines  James  Forney,  Assistant  Surgeon  C.  J.  S.  Wells, 
Midshipman  John  R.  Bartlett,  and  William  W.  Davis,  pilot.  The 
howitzers’  crews  will  be  armed  with  sword  and  pistol  and  the  balance 
of  the  sailors  with  sword  and  rifle.  Inform  me  by  signal  or  otherwise 
of  your  movements.  Have  water  and  provisions  for  87  men  for  two 
days’  supply. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Chester  Hatfield, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Brooklyn. 

A  copy  of  the  foregoing  was  given  to  Lieutenant  A.  N.  Mitchell. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Jones,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  prize  schooner  Star  to  Galveston  Bar. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.,  May  30,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  prize  schooner  Star ,  tender  to 
the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Brooklyn ,  to  Galveston  Bar,  and  report  your 
arrival  there  to  the  commanding  officer  on  blockade. 
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Your  armament  and  crew  will  consist  of  one  12-pounder  howitzer; 
Joseph  Wright,  quartermaster;  John  Stone,  ordinary  seaman;  West- 
ling  Zerman,  ordinary  seaman;  Cornelius  Reed,  landsman;  John  Row¬ 
land,  ordinary  seaman;  Charles  Beyer,  seaman,  and  Thomas  Cottar, 
landsman.  Should  you  encounter  on  the  passage  any  vessel  loaded  with 
cotton  which  has  come  out  of  a  Southern  port,  you  will  capture  her  as 
a  prize  to  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Brooklyn ,  taking  care  to  preserve  all 
the  papers  you  lind  on  board,  and  to  protect  the  cargo  with  which  she 
is  loaded  from  pillage. 

You  will  be  provisioned  for  ten  days. 

Very  respectfully, 


H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Acting  Master’s  Mate  Henry  D.  Jones, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Beardsley,  U.  S.  Navy,  to 
proceed  for  the  delivery  of  schooner  Star  to  prize  court  at  Key  West. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  June  1,  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  schooner  Star  under  your  charge  to  the  port 
of  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  there  deliver  her,  together  with  the  accom¬ 
panying  papers  and  the  persons  retained  as  witnesses,  to  the  judge  of 
the  IT.  S.  district  court,  or  to  the  U.  S.  prize  commissioners  at  that 
place,  taking  his  or  their  receipt  for  the  same.  You  will  not  deliver 
either  her,  the  papers,  the  witnesses,  or  the  cargo  to  the  order  of  any 
other  person  or  persons  unless  directed  to  act  otherwise  by  the  Navy 
Department  or  flag-officer  commanding  the  squadron. 

The  schooner  Star  was  seized  by  this  vessel,  lying  to  an  anchor 
inside  of  the  bar,  Brazos  Santiago,  Bex.,  a  rebel  port.  She  was  aban¬ 
doned  and  had  neither  persons,  papers,  colors,  nor  cargo.  Of  the 
circumstances  attending  the  case,  Joseph  Aright,  quartermaster, 
U.  S.  Navy,  and  one  of  the  prize  crew,  is  sufficiently  aware,  and  will 
communicate  them  when  required  to  do  so  by  competent  authoritv. 
The  said  schooner  Star  contains  12  boxes  sundries,  which  were  aban¬ 
doned  and  seized  on  shore  at  Point  Isabel,  Tex.,  a  rebel  port,  on  the 
30th  day  of  May,  1863,  by  the  boats  of  this  ship.  Also  18  bales  of 
cotton  seized  in  sloop  Kate,  6TVu  tons,  of  Houston,  Tex.,  by  the  boats 
ot  this  ship  on  the  28th  May,  1863,  in  9  fathoms  water,  Point  Isabel 
light-house  bearing  per  compass  west  bv  north,  8  miles  distant.  The 
said  sloop  Kate  being  considered  unsafe  for  distant  navigation,  these 
18  bales  cotton  were  transshipped  from  her.  Joseph  Wright  Quarter¬ 
master  U.  S.  Navy,  one  of  the  prize  crew,  is  acquainted  with  the 
circumstances  of  all  the  foregoing  cases.  Also  39  bales  cotton  trans¬ 
shipped  from  sloop  Blazer ,  IT  tons,  from  Velasco,  Tex.,  without 
papevs,  captured  by  this  ship  on  the  27th  May,  1863,  in  latitude  26° 
10  N.  longitude  96°  22'  W.  Christopher  E.  Delaney,  captain,  and 
1  lank  Luis,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  said  sloop  Blazer,  are  put  in  pour 
charge  as  witnesses,  for  whose  safe-keeping  you  are  responsible. 

•  V"  ]'T?ll)-  a!’riva  at.  Key  West,  and  immediately  after  you  have 
visited  the  judge  or  prize  commissioners,  you  will  call  upon  the  U.  S. 
district  attorney  thereat,  show  him  these  instructions,  and  give  him 
any  information  concerning  the  seizures  he  may  solicit.  Then  you 
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will  next  report  yourself  in  person  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
station  thereat,  show  him  also  these  instructions,  and  ask  his  direc¬ 
tions,  when  needed,  as  to  the  disposition  of  yourself  and  the  rest  con¬ 
stituting  the  prize  crew.  Finally,  when  duly  notified  by  the  judge, 
prize  commissioners,  or  district  attorney  that  your  services  are  no 
longer  wanted  by  the  court,  you  will  at  once  return  to  your  vessel, 
taking  with  you  the  men,  their  arms  and  ammunition  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  and  the  receipt  above  alluded  to  unless  otherwise  ordered  by 
superior  authority. 

You  will  receive  herewith  a  communication  for  the  Secretary  of  the 
Nav}7,  giving  him  a  detailed  account  of  the  seizure.  This  you  will 
mail  immediately  on  your  arrival  at  Key  West. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  annexed  circular,  lately  issued  from 
the  Navy  Department,  to  which  have  been  added,  since  it  was  issued, 
the  words,  in  the  last  paragraph,  beginning  with  “together  with  a 
descriptive  list,”  etc.,  which  you  will  see  is  complied  with  in  every 
particular  before  sailing  with  your  prize. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn. 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  Robert  Beardsley, 

•  II.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn. 


Report  of  Colonel  Duff,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Line  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

Fort  Brown ,  May  31 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding  [Id.  P.  Bee]  that  on  yesterday  morning  about  6  o’clock 
four  launches,  each  carrying  one  gun  and  35  to  40  men,  from  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Brooklyn ,  effected  a  landing  at  Point  Isabel.  On  discovering 
the  approach  of  the  boats,  Lieutenant  [J.  B.]  Ammons,  of  the  Thirty- 
third  Texas  Cavalry,  in  command  of  a  small  detachment  of  11  men  at 
the  Point,  burned  the  schooner  Eager ,  lying  at  the  wharf  loaded  with 
merchandise,  and  retired  a  short  distance.  The  Yankees  fired  a  few 
rounds  at  our  troops  without  effect,  and,  taking  possession  of  a  small 
schooner  which  has  for  some  time  been  in  charge  of  the  custom-house 
officers,  reembarked  and  left.  In  their  haste  to  get  off  they  ran  the 
stolen  schooner  aground  and  set  her  on  fire. 

Lieutenant  Ammons  approached  the  boats  sufficiently  close  to  get  a 
shot  at  the  party;  with  what  success  he  is  unable  to  report. 

I  regret  tnat  the  detachment  of  my  command  at  Point  Isabel  was  so 
small  and  so  badly  armed  as  to  entirely  preclude  an  engagement  with 
the  enemy,  and  I  would  earnestly  ask  that  steps  be  taken  to  more 
thoroughly  arm  my  regiment.  I  am  placed  in  a  position  where  the 
services  of  every  man  in  my  command  are  required,  and  it  is  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  that  the  means  be  placed  at  my  disposal  to  render 
them  efficient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Duff, 

Colonel  Thirty-third  Regiment  Texas  Cavalry ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  E.  R.  Tarver, 

Aid-de-  Camp. 
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List  of  vessels  attached  to  the  West  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron ,  June 

1,  1863. 


Name. 


Commanding  officer. 


Class  and  station. 


Pensacola 

Brooklyn . 

Hartford . 

Monongahela 

Colorado . 

Lackawanna . 
Oneida . 


.Commodore  H.  W.  Morris  . . 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell . 

Commodore  J.  S.  Palmer . . . 

Captain  M.  Smith . 

Captain  J.  R.  Goldsborougb 

Captain  J.  B.  Marchand _ 

Captain  G.  F.  Emmons . 


Richmond . 

Portsmouth 

Bienville . 

Genesee . 

Essex . 

New  London 

Potomac . 

Owasco . 

Aroostook . 

Albatross . 

Pembina . 

Pocahontas . 

Kanawha  . 

R.  R.  Cuyler _ 

Kennebec . 

Itasca  . 

Sclota . 

Katahdin . 

Kineo  . 

Winona . 

Pinola . 

Vincennes . 

Cayuga . 

Estrella . 

Clifton . 

Relief . 

Corypheus . 

Rachel  Seaman. 
W.  G.  Anderson 

Sachem . 

Arizona . 

Henry  Janes 

Arthur . 

Tennessee . 

J.  P.  Jackson _ 

Calhoun . 

Kensington 

Orvetta . 

John  Griffith  ... 
Sarah  Bruen. . . . 

Sea  Foam . 

O.  H.  Lee . 

Horace  Beals . . . 

Bohio . 

Charlotte . 

Marla  A.  Wood . 
Nightingale  .... 
Pampero . 


Captain  J.  Alden . 

Commander  L.  C.  Sartori . 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany . 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb . 

Commander  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell . 

Commander  Abner  Read . 

Commander  A.  Gibson . 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  Madigan . 

Lieut.  Commander  S.  R.  Franklin  ... 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  E.  Hart . 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  Young . 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  M.  Gamble  ... 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  K.  Mayo . 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  E.  Jouett . 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  H.  Russell . 

Lieut.  Commander  R.  F.  R.  Lewis  ... 

Lieut.  Commander  E.  W.  Henry . 

Lieut.  Commander  P.  C.  Johnson _ 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  Watters . 

Lieut.  Commander  A.  W.  Weaver _ 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  Stillwell . 

Lieut.  Commander  H.  A.  Adams . 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  H.  Dana . 

Lieut.  Commander  A.  P.  Cooke . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  Crocker . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  B.  D.  Manton . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  T.  Spear . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Q.  A.  Hooper . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Fred  S.  Hill . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  Johnson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  D.  P.  Upton . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  L.  W.  Pennington.. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  F.  Wade . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  Wiggin . 

Actg.  Master  N.  D’Oyley . 

Actg.  Master  M.  Jordan . 

Actg.  Master  C.  Huggins . 

Actg.  Ensign  E.  0.  Adams . 

Actg.  Master  H.  Brown . 

Actg.  Master  A.  Christian . 

Actg.  Master  D.  C.  Woods . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Godfrey . 

Actg.  Master  D.  P.  Heath . 

Actg.  Master  G.  W.  Browne . 

Actg.  Master  E.  D.  Bruner . 

Actg.  Master  S.  C.  Cruse . 

Actg.  Master  D.  B.  Horne . 

Actg.  Master  F.  E.  Ellis . 


J.  C.  Kuhn... 

Fearnot  . 

Sam  Houston 


Actg.  Master  R.  G.  Lee _ 

Actg.  Master  D.  S.  Murphy 
Actg.  Master  C.  W.  Pratt. . . 


Antona.... 
Hollyhock 
Ida . 


Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Chase 


Steamer.  New  Orleans. 

Steamer.  Galveston  blockade. 
Steamer.  Above  Port  Hudson. 
Steamer.  Flagship. 

Steamer.  Mobile  blockade. 

Do. 

Steamer.  Special  service  West  India 
Squadron. 

Steamer.  Below  Port  Hudson. 

Sloop.  Head  of  the  Passes. 

Gunboat.  Coast  of  Texas. 

Gunboat.  Below  Port  Hudson. 
Ironclad.  Below  Port  Hudson. 
Gunboat.  New  Orleans,  repairing. 
Frigate.  Pensacola  Bay. 

Gunboat.  Texan  blockade. 

Gunboat.  Mobile  blockade. 

Gunboat.  Above  Port  Hudson. 
Gunboat.  Ordered  North. 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Gunboat.  Coast  of  Texas. 

Gunboat.  Galveston  blockade. 
Gunboat.  Coast  of  Texas. 

Gunboat.  Below  Port  Hudson. 
Gunboat.  River  patrol. 

Gunboat.  Mobile  blockade. 

Sloop.  Ship  Island. 

Gunboat.  Coast  of  Texas. 

Gunboat.  Atchafalaya. 

Gunboat.  New  Orleans,  repairing. 
Storeship.  Ship  Island. 

Yacht.  Lake  Pontchartrain. 
Schooner. 

Bark.  New  Orleans,  repairing. 
Gunboat. 

Gunboat.  Above  Port  Hudson. 
Mortar.  Below  Port  Hudson. 

Bark.  Coast  of  Texas. 

Transport.  New  Orleans,  fitting  up. 
Gunboat.  Mississippi  Sound. 
Gunboat.  New  Orleans,  repairs. 
Gunboat.  Ordered  north,  repairs. 
Mortar.  Below  Port  Hudson. 

Do. 

Do. 


Mortar  brig.  Below  Port  Hudson. 

Do. 

Barkentine.  Below  Port  Hudson. 
Brig.  Pensacola  Bay. 

Schooner.  Pensacola  Bay. 

Schooner.  Petit  Bois  [Island]  Pass. 
Ship.  Pensacola  Bay. 

Ship.  South  West  Pass,  Mississippi 
River. 

Store  bark.  New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Dispatch  schooner.  Dispatch  vessel 
to  Pensacola. 

Steamer.  Transport. 

Tug.  Transport. 

Do. 


Very  respectfully  submitted  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  JD.  C. 
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Report  of  Commander  Mullany ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  condition  of 
affairs  in  the  harbor  of  Galveston. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex .,  June  1 ,  1863. 

Sir:.  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  nothing  of  interest  has 
transpired  in  or  around  the  harbor  of  Galveston  since  you  left  here  on 
the  25th  ultimo. 

The  Cayuga  arrived  from  off  Sabine  Pass  on  the  29th  ultimo,  took 
on  boarc^30  tons  of  coal,  and  sailed  again  the  same  day  for  her  station. 

The  JSew  London  put  back  for  coal,  took  on  board  25  tons  from  the 
Owasco ,  and  sailed  again  for  New  Orleans. 

The  sloop  Blazer',  prize  to  the  Brooklyn,  arrived  here  on  the  30th 
ultimo,  and  the  schooner  Star,  also  a  prize  to  the  Brooklyn,  this  morn¬ 
ing.  I  sent  to  the  sloop  a  500-pound  kedge  and  a  6-inch  hawser,  as 
her  own  ground  tackling  was  insufficient  to  hold  her. 

The  schooner  Forest  King  has  on  board  for  delivery  about  225  tons 
of  coal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  off  Coast  of  Texas. 


U.  S.  S.  Bienville,  June  1,  1863. 
Memorandum  of  order  addressed  to  Commander  Mullany  and  Acting 
Masters  McFarland  and  Frank  Smith,  to  survey  hull  and  equipments 
of  prize  sloop  Blazer',  captured  by  the  Brooklyn.  Survey  valued 
sloop  at  $100. 


Memorandum  of  orders  appended  to  the  orders  of  Commodore  Bell  to  Acting  Master  Lyman 

Wells,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Antona. 

The  U.  S.  gunboat  Cayuga  will  be  stationed  off  the  Rio  Grande. 
You  will  communicate  with  her  commander  from  time  to  time  and 
cooperate  with  him  in  looking  after  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander,  Senior  Officer  Present. 


General  instructions  from  Bear- Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to 
Commodore  Morris,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 

Port  Hudson,  June  1,  1863. 

Dear  Commodore:  Do  not  allow  the  tug  to  remain  at  New  Orleans 
any  longer  than  is  necessary  to  get  in  her  stores,  and  if  she  breaks 
down,  send  up  the  Reliance.  I  must  have  a  vessel  here  all  the  time, 
until  this  place  is  taken. 

See  if  you  can  get  a  mast  for  the  Kineo;  she  ran  foul  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  and  carried  it  away. 

Let  me  know  if  there  is  any  news  from  Mobile  or  Pensacola  that 
requires  my  attention. 
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Send  my  mails  up  as  they  arrive  after  you  open  and  see  if  there  is 
anything  that  requires  your  immediate  action. 

Get  the  Clifton  into  the  [Mississippi]  Sound  [as  soon]  as  possible, 
for  I  have  no  doubt  Buchanan  has  some  idea  of  going  through  Grant’s 
Pass.  That  was  what  he  wanted  the  flag  of  truce  for — to  find  out  the 
depth  of  water  beyond  the  pass  inside,  but  I  do  not  believe  he  can  get 
any  of  the  gunboats  through. 

I  wish  you  would  push  the  work  forward  on  the  Tennessee.  If  Pay¬ 
master  Bradford  arrives,  let  him  stay  with  my  mess  until  I  come  down, 
unless  he  has  particular  business  with  me;  in  that  case  send  him  up  in 
the  first  boat. 

We  are  well  supplied  now  with  munitions  of  war. 

Yours,  truly, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 


Rear-Admiral. 


[Commodore  Morris.] 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  A7 ary,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  regarding  vacancies. 


No.  102.]  Flagship  Monongahela, 

Port  Hudson ,  June  1 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  there  are  required  to  fill 
vacancies  in  this  squadron  3  lieutenants  (regular),  12  acting  masters, 
12  acting  ensigns,  20  acting  master’s  mates,  6  assistant  surgeons,  15 
second  and  third  class  engineers,  a  paymaster  for  the  Sciota,  25  first- 
class  firemen,  30  second-class  firemen,  50  coal  heavers,  200  men. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  P  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  departure  of 
Texan  troops  from  Broivnsville. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex.,  June  <2,  1863. 

Sir:  Upon  the  recent  visit  of  the  Brooklyn  to  the  Rio  Grande,  May 
29,  I  heard  that  the  last  of  the  Texan  troops  left  Brownsville  on  that 
day;  but  I  did  not  learn  what  was  their  destination,  though  it  is  in¬ 
ferred  that  they  were  marched  into  Louisiana,  and  the  line  of  the  Rio 
Grande  is  believed  to  be  now  free  from  their  presence. 

It  was  also  reported  that  General  Miramon,  who  is  understood  to  be 
in  the  interest  of  the  church  and  French  party,  is  in  Matamoras.  1 
did  not  hear  in  what  capacity  he  could  be  there. 

The  Mexicans  are  said  to  have  been  exceedingly  cautious  as  to  what 
they  said  of  affairs  over  on  the  Texan  side  of  the  river. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington 


H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

City,  P.  C 1 
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Report  of  Commodore _  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Brooklyn ,  regarding  naval  operations  off  the  coast  of  Texas. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  June  2,  1863. 

Sir:  After  lying  off  this  port  four  days,  I  left  Commander  J.  R.  M. 
Mullany  in  the  Bienville  in  charge  of  the  blockade  on  the  25th  of  May, 
and  proceeded  down  the  coast  of  Texas  as  far  as  the  Rio  Grande,  to 
ascertain  the  amount  of  the  interior  coast  trade  and  its  exit,  and  also 
to  communicate  with  Mr.  L.  Pierce,  consul  for  the  United  States  at 
Matamoras  to  enquire  further  about  the  privateers  which  he  had  rep¬ 
resented  to  you,  March  13,  as  fitting  out  at  Brazos  Santiago.  I  saw  at 
Pass  San  Luis  two  river  steamboats  and  one  schooner;  at  Lavaca,  one 
river  steamboat,  one  schooner,  and  a  sloop;  otherwise  the  coast  looked 
quite  dead.  The  U.  S.  schooner  Rachel  Seaman  was  off  the  latter 
port.  At  Pass  Cavallo  I  edged  off  from  the  coast  toward  sunset,  and 
next  morning  at  8  a.  m.,  May  27,  in  latitude  26°  40'  N.,  longitude  96° 
22'  W.,  I  captured  sloop  Blazer ,  17  tons,  loaded  with  39  bales  cot¬ 
ton,  Christopher  E.  Delaney,  master,  and  crew  of  3  men,  loaded  at 
Houston,  and  out  from  Velasco,  bound  for  Matamoras.  She  was 
without  ship’s  papers.  I  sent  her  to  Galveston  Bar,  and  that  night  I 
anchored  off  the  Rio  Grande.  Next  morning  I  counted  68  sails  to 
anchor  in  the  offing  and  a  forest  of  smaller  craft  inside  of  the  river, 
some  of  them  loading  and  unloading  the  outside  shipping.  Also  a 
French  man-of-war  steamer  (side  wheel)  and  one  British  merchant 
propeller,  brig-rigged.  Observing  a  sloop  to  the  northward,  1  got 
underway  and  at  8  a.  m.,  May  28,  in  9  fathoms  of  water,  light-house 
at  Point  Isabel  bearing  per  compass  W.  by  N.,  distant  8  miles,  I  seized 
sloop  Kate  6T9-05o  tons,  with  18  bales  cotton,  Peter  Miller,  master,  and 
crew  of  two  men;  secured  her  papers.  She  loaded  at  Houston  and 
came  out  at  Velasco,  and  being  too  small  for  distant  navigation  at  sea, 
I  took  on  board  her  cotton  for  safe- keeping.  I  observed  inside  of 
Brazos  Santiago  two  large  schooners  and  two  sloops,  and  returned  to 
the  Rio  Grande,  where  I  anchored  about  noon  in  54  fathoms,  mouth  of 
the  river  bearing  per  compass  S.  W.,  distant  24  miles.  I  immediately 
sent  a  boat  to  the  Mexican  shore  with  a  letter  (copy  marked  No.  1) 
for  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras  and  to  enquire  for  a  pilot  for  Point 
Isabel.  At  11  a.  m.,  29th,  I  received  a  reply  to  my  letter  from  the 
U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras  (copy  marked  No.  2),  and  supposing  the 
two  schooners  which  I  saw  yesterday  inside  of  the  Brazos  Santiago  to 
be  the  privateers  referred  to  in  his  letter,  I  ran  the  ship  up  to  that  bar 
at  midnight,  and  at  2  a.  m.,  May  30,  sent  in  an  expedition  of  four  boats 
and  87  men  under  Lieutenant-Commander  Chester  Hatfield  to  capture 
the  vessels  lying  there  and  to  spike  a  battery  of  three  guns  which  was 
said  to  be  established  there  at  Point  Isabel.  The  boats  brought  out 
one  schooner  of  100  tons,  called  the  Star;  she  was  found  deserted  and 
without  cargo  or  papers;  also  a  fishing  scow  and  two  fishermen.  Tim 
boats  captured  at  Point  Isabel  a  sloop  of  100  tons  with  an  assorted 
cargo  and  a  crew  of  three  men.  She  had  no  papers,  but  an  English 
ensign  was  found  on  board,  and  the  crew  said  she  was  the  Victoria , 
from  Jamaica,  that  her  captain  left  her  the  night  before  expecting 
the  attack. 

In  attempting  to  bring  her  out  she  grounded  and  was  burned.  The 
names  of  her  crew  are  Luis  Obbits,  Peter  Stafford,  and  Joseph  Johnson. 
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A  large  quantity  of  her  goods  was  found  on  the  wharf  abandoned.  The 
boats  took  on  board  12  boxes  medicines,  tin,  and  spelter,  and  broke  up 
and  threw  the  rest  into  the  water. 

As  the  boats  approached  Point  Isabel  the  rebels  set  tire  to  a  large 
schooner  and  a  house  on  the  point.  They  also  attempted  to  blow  up 
the  light-house,  but  onty  blew  out  the  fixtures.  No  battery  was 
observed  and  no  resistance  was  offered;  ten  or  twelve  mounted  guer¬ 
rillas  appeared,  but  fled  at  the  discharge  of  a  howitzer.  The  boats 
returned  to  the  ship  about  11  a.  m.,  having  had  a  worthy  man,  John 
Newman,  seaman,  who  shipped  December  18,  1861,  at  Philadelphia, 
killed  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  musket  from  the  hands  of  a 
marine.  1  paroled  the  five  prisoners  captured  at  Point  Isabel,  and  five 
others  taken  in  the  sloops  Blazer  and  Kate ,  and  sent  them  into  Brazos 
Santiago  in  the  little  sloop  Kate ,  viz,  Henry  Robb,  John  Lang,  Peter 
Miller,  Henry  Fortman,  Frank  Mower,  Luis  Obbits,  Peter  Stafford, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Simon  L.  Holland,  and  Theodore  Holland. 

Christopher  E.  Delaney,  master  of  sloop  Blazer ,  and  Frank  Luis 
have  been  sent  to  Key  West  in  the  schooner  Star  as  witnesses.  The 
persons  captured  at  Point  Isabel  assured  me  that  they  had  neither 
seen  nor  heard  of  a  privateer  going  out  from  Brazos  Santiago,  and  1 
have  heard  of  no  depredations  on  our  commerce.  I  infer,  therefore, 
that  the  consul  was  misinformed  as  to  privateers  fitting  out  there. 

The  Brooklyn  returned  yesterday  to  this  bar.  W  hen  passing  V elasco 
saw  one  steamboat  and  one  schooner  in  the  river. 

Considering  the  sloop  Blazer  unfit  for  making  the  vo}7age  to  Key 
West  I  transferred  her  cargo  of  39  bales  cotton  and  the  18  bales  taken 
out  of  the  sloop  Kate ,  and  also  the  12  boxes  of  sundries  seized  at  Point 
Isabel,  to  the  prize  schooner  Star ,  captured  at  Brazos  Santiago,  and 
dispatched  her  to-day  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Robert  Beards¬ 
ley,  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

Acting  Master  Thomas  Pickering,  who  conveyed  my  letter  for  the 
consul  ashore  to  Bagdad  and  went  again  the  next  day  for  his  repty, 
called  by  my  direction  on  the  commandant  to  have  the  letters  for¬ 
warded,  which  was  promptly  done. 

Mr.  Pickering  observed  an  extreme  reserve  on  the  part  of  the  offi¬ 
cer  and  everyone  else  in  speaking  of  things  on  the  Texas  side.  The}7 
affected  to  be  profoundly  ignorant  of  everything  on  the  point  oppo¬ 
site,  professing  even  not  to  know  whether  a  battery  or  soldiers  are 
there  or  not. 

The  only  piece  of  information  that  we  obtained  was  that  the  last  of 
the  Texan  soldiers  left  Brownsville  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  whither 
no  one  knew.  It  is  my  own  impression  that  every  soldier  that 
Magruder  can  raise  has  been  hurried  off  to  Louisiana,  where  they 
intend  to  fight  the  Texan  battles,  and  that  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande 
may  at  this  time  be  occupied  by  2,000  men  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 

The  Montezuma ,  a  French  man-of-war  side-wheel  steamer,  mount¬ 
ing  six  guns,  lies  to  an  anchor  off  the  Rio  Grande,  in  6  fathoms  on  the 
Mexican  side.  She  has  been  there  four  weeks,  and  I  understand  she 
stops  the  landing  of  arms,  munitions,  and  army  clothing,  and  that 
such  things  are  now  lightered  thence  occasionally  through  Brazos 
Santiago. 

The  officers  from  that  ship  visiting  me  assured  me  that  they  had  not 
sent  a  boat  either  to  the  Texan  or  Mexican  shore  since  their  arrival. 
Persons  captured  on  the  two  sloops  informed  me  that  the  Harriet  Lane 
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lies  at  Clopper’s  Bar,  above  Red  Fish  Bank,  having  a  few  men  on 
board. 

She  had  a  crew  who  were  taken  out  of  her  some  weeks  ago  and  sent 
to  Berwick  Bay.  Her  lower  masts  were  never  taken  out,  but  top¬ 
masts  and  yards  are  struck.  One  of  the  coal  barks  is  on  the  bar  near 
her,  and  the  other  is  inside  the  river.  They  intended  sending  her  to 
England,  but  gave  it  up  in  consequence  of  her  carrying  only  ten  days’ 
coal  in  other  words,  they  can’t  make  a  privateer  of  her. 

I  shall  send  down  one  of  the  gunboats  or  the  Bienville  as  soon  as 
the  coui't  which  you  have  ordered  shall  have  completed  its  business. 

June  17. — I  sent  the  Itasca ,  Lieutenant-Commander  R.  F.  R.  Lewis, 
down  to  Brazos  Santiago  on  the  13th  to  look  after  the  blockade  in  that 
quarter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  affairs  on  the  coast 
of  Texas ,  and  transmitting  reports. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  June  8,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  left  this  blockade  on  the 
25th  May  in  charge  of  Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany  in  the  steamer 
Bienville,  and  proceeded  in  the  Brooklyn  off  the  Rio  Grande  to  enquire 
into  the  truth  of  one  or  more  privateers  having  been  fitted  out  from 
Brazos  Santiago.  Upon  my  arrival  there  on  the  28th  I  dispatched  a  let¬ 
ter  (copy'  marked  No.  1)  to  Mr.  L.  Pierce,  consul  for  the  United  States  at 
Matamoras,  and  receiving  his  reply  (copy  marked  No.  2)  on  the  29th 
I  proceeded  that  night  to  Brazos  Santiago,  and  at  2  a.  m.,  May  30, 
sent  an  expedition  of  four  boats  and  87  men,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Chester  Hatfield,  across  the  bar  to  capture  two  schooners 
and  two  sloops  which  I  had  observed  lying  there  near  Point  Isabel 
light-house,  and  to  spike  the  guns  of  a  battery  which  I  heard  was 
established  there.  The  boats  encountered  no  resistance  and  saw  no 
battery.  One  howitzer  was  fired  at  ten  or  twelve  mounted  men,  who 
rode  off.  As  the  boats  approached,  the  people  ashore  burned  a  large 
schooner  and  a  dwelling  house  near  the  light-house,  and  in  attempting 
to  blow  up  the  latter  only  blew  out  its  fixtures.  The  boats  captured 
one  schooner  named  the  Star,  of  100  tons,  without  a  crew,  cargo,  or 
papers.  Also  a  sloop  of  100  tons,  lying  near  the  light-house,  with  an 
assorted  cargo  and  three  men  on  board,  named  Luis  Obbits,  Peter 
Stafford,  and  Joseph  Johnson.  No  papers  were  found.  Her  captain 
left  her  the  night  before,  fearing  her  capture.  A  British  ensign  was 
found  on  board,  and  the  men  found  on  board  said  she  was  the  sloop 
Victoria,  from  the  island  of  Jamaica.  She  had  been  in  there  about 
three  weeks,  having  cleared  for  Matamoras.  In  bringing  her  out  she 
ran  aground  and  was  burned  with  her  cargo.  The  boats  found  a 
quantity  of  brandy,  wine,  medicines,  spelter,  and  tin  on  the  wharf, 
abandoned;  and  loading  up  with  12  boxes  medicines,  spelter,  and  tin, 
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they  broke  up  and  threw  into  the  water  the  rest  of  the  goods.  The 
men  taken  there  say  they  have  not  heard  of  any  privateer  fitting  or 
sailing  from  Brazos  Santiago,  and  I  have  heard  of  no  depredations 
upon  our  trade  in  these  waters. 

In  latitude  26°  40'  N.,  longitude  96°  22'  W,  on  the  27th  May,  this 
ship  seized  sloop  Blazer,  of  17  tons,  loaded  with  39  bales  cotton; 
Christopher  E.  Delaney,  master,  and  a  crew  of  three  men.  No  ship’s 
papers  were  found.  She  loaded  at  Houston  and  came  out  at  Velasco, 
bound  for  Matamoras.  I  sent  her  to  meet  me  off  Galveston,  and  at  8 
a.  m.,  28th  May,  in  9  fathoms  water,  Point  Isabel  light-house,  bear¬ 
ing  W.  by  N.,  distant  8  miles,  I  seized  sloop  Kate,  of  6tVtt  tons, 
loaded  with  18  bales  cotton;  Peter  Miller,  master,  and  crew  of  two 
men.  She  loaded  at  Houston  and  came  out  from  Velasco,  bound  for 
Matamoras.  Her  papers  were  secured.  She  being  too  small  to  make 
a  sea  voyage,  I  received  her  18  bales  cotton  on  board,  and  on  the  30th 
May  1  paroled  her  own  crew,  also  the  crew  of  the  Blazer  and  the  men 
captured  at  Point  Isabel,  and  putting  them  all  in  her,  with  water  and 
provisions  for  two  days,  sent  them  into  Brazos  Santiago  or  Point  Isa¬ 
bel.  Their  names  are  Henry  Robb,  John  Lang,  Peter  Miller,  Henry 
Fortman,  Frank  Mower,  Luis  Obbits,  Peter  Stafford,  Joseph  John¬ 
son,  Simon  L.  Holland,  and  Theodore  Holland. 

Christopher  E.  Delaney,  master  of  sloop  Blazei',  and  Frank  Luis 
have  been  sent  to  Key  West  in  the  schooner  Star  as  witnesses. 

I  regret  having  to  inform  the  Department  that  John  Newman,  sea¬ 
man,  from  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  who  enlisted  December  18,  1861,  at 
Philadelphia,  a  worthy  man,  was  accidentally  killed  on  the  expedition 
by  a  shot  from  a  musket  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  marines. 

I  returned  hither  yesterday,  and  finding  the  sloop  Blazer  leaking 
badly  and  unfit  for  making  a  voyage  to  Key  West,  I  had  her  appraised 
(paper  marked  No.  3),  and  her  cotton,  39  bales;  also  the  cotton  from 
sloop  Kate ,  18  bales,  and  the  12  boxes  of  sundries  seized  at  Point 
Isabel,  put  on  board  of  the  schooner  Star  and  dispatched  her  to-day, 
in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Robert  Beardsley,  for  Key  West 
for  adjudication.  No  other  United  States  vessel  of  war  than  the 
Brooklyn  was  in  sight  at  the  time  the  captures  were  made.  Her 
muster  roll  is  forwarded  herewith. 

The  French  man-of-war  steamer  Montezuma  (side- wheel),  mounting 
six  guns,  lies  off  the  Rio  Grande  in  6  fathoms,  on  the  Mexican  side. 
She  has  been  there  four  weeks  and  has  not  landed  a  boat  on  either 
the  Texan  or  Mexican  shore.  I  understand  she  stops  all  arms,  muni¬ 
tions,  and  army  clothing  going  in,  and  those  articles  are  now  occasion- 
ally  lightered  round  through  Brazos  Santiago.  One  British  mercantile 
screw  steamer,  brig-rig,  lies  there.  The  other  vessels,  66  in  all,  are 
sailing  vessels. 

I  will  send  a  gunboat  in  that  direction  within  the  next  four  days. 

Persons  in  both  sloops  inform  me  that  the  steamer  Harriet  Lane 
lies  in  the  upper  bay  at  Chopper’s  Bar.  She  had  a  crew  on  board 
ready  for  sea,  but  they  were  taken  out  of  her  some  weeks  ago  and 
sent  to  Berwick  Bay.  One  of  the  coal  barks  lies  on  the  bar  near  her, 
the  other  bark  is  in  Buffalo  Bayou.  Seven  steamboats  are  in  the  bay; 
two  of  them,  the  Bayou  City  and  Diana  are  rams  clad  with  1-inch 
iron  forward  and  barricaded  with  cotton.  One  or  both  of  them  lies 
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constantly  in  sight  of  us,  behind  the  battery  at  Pelican  Spit;  steam  on 
every  night  and  down  during  the  day. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington 


H.  Id.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


City ,  D. 


a 


[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  the  liio  Grande ,  Texas ,  May  28,  1863. 

Sir.  I  came  to  an  anchor  last  night  off  the  Rio  Grande  to  ascertain 
of  you  whether  a  privateer  of  any  description  has  been  fitted  out  from 
or  has  sailed^  from  the  Brazos  Santiago  or  this  port,  and  whether  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  has  been  molested  by  privateers  in 
these  waters. 

I  would  be  thankful  for  any  information  you  may  give  me  as  to 
vessels,  trade,  and  cotton  in  Brazos  Santiago,  Aransas,  and  the  coast 
of  Texas  generally. 

My  stay  here  will  be  no  longer  than  is  necessary  to  communicate 
with  you. 

If  you  could  come  off  to  the  ship  I  would  be  very  happy  to  see  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

L.  Pierce,  Jr., 

Consul  for  the  United  States  at  Matamoras,  Mexico. 


U.  S.  Consulate, 
Matamoras,  May  28,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  communica¬ 
tion  this  evening.  Two  small  schooners  have  sailed  from  Brazos  San¬ 
tiago,  one  about  three  weeks  ago  and  another  a  few  days  later.  The 
first  carried  two  guns;  of  the  other,  it  is  only  rumored  that  she  also 
had  two.  One  of  them  had  been  waiting  off  the  port  some  days  for 
the  bark  Reindeer  (American),  which  I  was  loading  with  refugees  from 
Texas.  The  bark  got  out  on  Monday  night,  and  as  she  is  very  fast  I 
trust  she  is  out  of  danger. 

The  schooner  General  C.  C.  Pinckney ,  from  New  York,  was  boarded 
in  this  port  by  a  party  of  rebels,  captured,  and  taken  into  Brazos.  The 
sloop  Lapwing,  while  coming  in  over  the  bar,  was  also  boarded  and 
captured,  and  all  our  American  vessels  have  been  afraid  to  hoist  their 
colors  while  here  for  fear  of  some  similar  outrage. 

I  have  the  official  certificate  of  the  captain  of  the  port  that  the 
Pinckney  was  in  Mexican  waters. 

As  to  running  the  blockade  at  the  Brazos,  vessels  have  been  going 
in  and  out  at  their  convenience. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Zacharie,  who  has  already  spent  a  few  days  in  Fort 
Lafayette,  has  received  four  cargoes  through  that  port  within  a  month. 
A  cargo  of  arms  from  or  via  Jamaica  has  also  entered  there,  and  from 
the  commotion  among  our  registered  enemies  since  your  arrival,  I 
should  judge  that  more  were  expected. 
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I  was  informed  yesterday  that  an  English  vessel,  now  lying  in  this 
port,  had  a  quantity  of  arms  and  army  shoes  on  board,  and  that  the 
French  frigate  had  refused  to  allow  her  to  land  them.  No  supplies  of 
any  description  are  brought  to  this  port  for  the  Mexican  army,  and  if 
there  should  be  such  a  cargo  below  it  will  be  taken  to  the  Brazos  by 
lighters. 

I  enclose  also  copy1  of  a  letter  from  the  consul  at  Tampico,  by  which 
it  would  seem  that  many  vessels  are  running  into  that  port,  and  as 
there  has  been  no  ship  of  war  there,  the  trade  is  increasing. 

As  most  of  the  loafers  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  are  rebel  cut¬ 
throats  and  have  no  friendly  feeling  toward  my  person,  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  prudent  for  me  to  go  down  without  a  large  escort,  which 
can  not  be  got  here,  as  they  are  all  gone  to  fight  the  French.  Other¬ 
wise  I  should  be  happy  to  accept  of  your  polite  invitation. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

L.  Pierce,  Jr., 

TJ.  S.  Consul. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn ,  Coast  of  Texas. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
ILenry ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Sciota ,  to  proceed  to 
Sabine  Pass. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  June  3 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  in  the  Sciota  to  Sabine  Pass  to  blockade  there  during 
the  absence  of  the  Owasco  and  Cayuga ,  who  are  ordered  down  here 
for  two  or  three  days. 

In  blockading  alone  you  will  keep  well  off  the  land. 

Very  respectfully, 


H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Sciota ,  off  Galveston. 


Letter  from,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Bear-  Admiral  Farr agut,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  detention  of  ironclads  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 


Navy  Department,  June  3,  1863. 

Sir:  Operations  are  to  be  continued  on  the  Atlantic  coast  which  will 
pi  event  the  departure  of  the  ironclads  into  the  Gulf  during  the  sum¬ 
mer.  I  trust  you  will  be  able  to  hold  your  position  off  Mobile  in  spite 
of  the  preparations  of  the  rebels  in  that  harbor  under  Admiral 
Buchanan. 

Very  respectfully, 


Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Squadron,  New  Orleans. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  regard¬ 
ing  measures  for  the  restriction  of  traffic  in  the  Bio  Grande. 


Navy  Department,  June  9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  copy  of  dispatch*  No.  51 
from  the  vice-consul  at  Havana,  transmitted  to  me  with  your  letter  of 
the  6th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  suggestions  therein 
contained  are  worthy  of  consideration.  It  is,  in  every  point  of  view, 
impoitant  that  early  and  effective  measures  should  be  taken  not  onlv 
to  interdict  the  traffic  carried  on  with  the  rebels  on  the  Rio  Grande, 
but  to  afford  protection  to  loyal  citizens  in  western  Texas. 

I  shall  send  a  copy  of  the  vice-consul’s  dispatch  to  Rear-Admiral 
1  arragut,  and  direct  his  attention  to  the  subject:  but  without  a  military 
occupation  of  Brownsville,  I  apprehend  the  naval  force  alone  will  be 
insufficient  to  either  blockade  or  protect  our  interests  in  that  quarter. 
The  navigation  of  the  Rio  Grande  must  be  left  unobstructed,  and  until 
the  left  bank  of  the  river  shall  be  occupied  by  our  troops  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  the  cargoes  that  are  formally  cleared  for  Matamoras  have  a 
contingent  destination  for  Texas.  Most  of  the  shipments  to  Matamo¬ 
ras  will,  until  such  occupation,  pass  into  the  rebel  region. 

The  subject  is  one  demanding  the  attention  of  the  Government  at 
the  earliest  available  moment. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Bear- Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  advising  the  'presence  of  one  or  more  vessels  of  war  in  the  Bio 

Grande. 

Navy  Department,  June  9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  dated  the  30th  ultimo, 
received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  from  Mr.  Savage,  the  vice-consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Havana,  and  communicated  to  this  Department, 
in  reference  to  the  perils  to  which  loyal  citizens  are  exposed  on  the 
Rio  Grande  in  endeavoring  to  escape  from  Texas,  and  to  the  capture 
of  American  vessels  by  guerrilla  bands  while  at  anchor  in  or  near  the 
mouth  of  that  river.  I  also  enclose  copies  of  two  dispatches  on  this 
subject,  dated  the  26tli  of  March  and  25th  of  April,  received  bjr  the 
Secretary  of  State  from  Mr.  Pierce,  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  affairs  about  the 
Rio  Grande,  as  indicated  in  these  dispatches,  and  to  present  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  affording  protection  and  aid  to  loyal  citizens  and  to  our  com¬ 
merce  in  that  quarter. 

It  is  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  our  naval  force  alone,  without  a 
military  occupation  of  Brownsville,  Tex.,  will  be  sufficient  to  interdict 
the  traffic  carried  on  with  the  rebels  via  Matamoras,  but  the  presence 
of  one  or  more  vessels  of  war  in  that  vicinity  will  give  better  security 
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to  our  loyal  citizens,  prevent  open  outrages  upon  them,  and  guard 
against  the  capture  of  our  vessels  engaged  in  lawful  commerce. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State  regard¬ 
ing  measures  for  'protection  of  commerce  in  the  Rio  Grande. 

Navy  Department,  June  9,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  2d  instant,  enclosing  copies  of  dispatches  dated  26th  March  and 
25th  of  April  last,  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras,  relative  to 
the  seizure  of  an  American  vessel,  the  kidnaping  of  Colonel  Davis 
and  others,  and  the  capture  of  the  Lapwing  by  the  rebels. 

I  have  called  Rear-Admiral  Farragut’s  attention  to  the  condition  of 
affairs  about  the  Rio  Grande,  and  to  the  importance  of  having  one  or 
more  vessels  of  war  there.  It  is  hoped  that  the  attention  of  the  Mex¬ 
ican  authorities  will  be  called  to  the  outrages  committed  upon  citizens 
of  the  United  States  within  their  jurisdiction. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nava. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-  General  Emmy ,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  to  Commodore 
Morris ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  the  aid  of  a  gunboat  for  the  qirotec- 
tion  of  Brashear  City. 

Hdqrs.  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  9 ,  1863. 

I  have  just  learned  that  Brashear  City  is  threatened  by  a  formidable 
force.  Have  you  a  gunboat  you  can  send  around  there?  If  so,  oblige 
me  by  sending  it  off  with  all  possible  dispatch.  With  the  aid  of  a  gun¬ 
boat,  I  do  not  doubt  the  place  can  be  held.  There  are  so  many  sick  it 
can  not  be  abandoned  without  time  and  loss. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding . 

Commodore  [Henry  W.]  Morris. 


[Telegram.] 

Hdqrs.  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  9,  1863. 
Yours  received.  All  quiet  at  Brashear  City.  The  guns  and  ammu¬ 
nition  have  reached  there.  The  Holly  hock  left  here  at  5  o’clock  this 
evening.  Nothing  from  the  boats  in  the  Plaquemine. 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Irwin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


293 


Order  of  Major-  General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Brigadier-  General 
Emory ,  JJ.  S.  Army,  urging  the  presence  of  a  gunboat. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Before  Port  Hudson,  June  10,  1863. 
General:  Your  dispatch  in  regard  to  removing  the  guns  from  Fort 
Chene  received.  The  commanding  general  wishes  you  to  urge  upon 
Commodore  Morris  the  necessity  of  sending  the  gunboat  at  once. 
If  it  is  necessary,  however,  you  can  order  the  removal  of  the  guns. 
Please  report  when  the  boat  will  go  around. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Rich’d  B.  Irwin, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Brigadier-General  W.  H.  Emory, 

New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  arrival  of 
II.  B.  M.  S.  Styx ,  for  communication  with  the  British  consul  at 
Galveston. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  June  13,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  8th  instant  H.  B.  M.  S.  Styx  arrived  from  New  Orleans, 
and  having  anchored  outside  of  me,  Captain  Ward,  her  commander, 
visited  me  and  expressed  a  wish  to  confer  with  the  British  consul.  I 
pointed  out  to  him  the  beacon  on  the  Hats,  where  he  should  display 
the  white  flag  and  British  ensign,  and  a  boat  from  the  forts  would 
come  out  to  him.  In  that  manner  he  communicated  with  his  consul, 
who  came  out  that  far  on  the  9th,  where  he  was  met  by  one  of  the 
Styx’s  boats,  which  received  him  and  conveyed  him  to  that  vessel. 
After  a  visit  of  about  two  hours,  he  was  conveyed  back  to  the  shore  as 
he  came.  Captain  Ward  then  sent  an  officer  to  me  saying  he  was 
going  to  Havana  and  would  take  any  letters  I  would  wish  to  send.  He 
steamed  away  at  4  p.  m. 

Veiy  respectfullv,  iTour  obedient  servant, 

H.  II.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 

Madigan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Owasco,  to  proceed  to 

Sabine  Pass. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  June  13,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Oioasco  to  Sabine  Pass  and  take 
command  of  the  blockade  at  that  place. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  Sabine  you  will  immediately  order  the  Sciota 
to  return  to  this  station  and  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
blockade  here. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  Madigan,  Jr., 

Commandhig  U.  S.  Gunboat  Owasco,  off  Galveston. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  Commander 
Lewis ,  IJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Itasca,  to  blockade 
Brazos  Santiago. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  Jane  13,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Ltasca  to  Brazos  Santiago  and  stop  the 
trade  through  that  inlet,  where  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras  repre¬ 
sented  vessels  as  frequently  going  in  and  out,  some  of  them  lighter¬ 
ing  contraband  of  war,  arms,  munitions,  military  clothing,  etc.,  from 
the  Rio  Grande,  which  the  French  have  stopped  in  that  direction. 
You  will  look  carefully  after  one  or  more  privateers,  schooners, 
which  have  been  reported  as  going  out  from  Brazos,  and  you  will 
also  extend  your  visits  and  observations  to  the  Rio  Grande,  where 
there  is  an  extensive  trade  in  contraband,  and  which  it  is  desirable  to 
break  up  as  far  as  it  may  be  in  your  power.  I  would  suggest  your 
anchoring  always  on  the  United  States  side  of  the  boundary  line, 
which,  by  treat}^  with  Mexico,  1848,  is  defined  as  “commencing  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  3  leagues  from  the  land  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  or  opposite  the  mouth  of  its  deepest  branch,  if  it  should  have 
more  than  one  mouth  emptying  directly  into  the  sea,  thence  up  the 
middle  of  the  river  following  the  deepest  channel.”  You  will  return 
to  this  blockade  by  the  25th  instant,  looking  into  the  intermediate 
inlets,  viz,  Corpus  Christi,  Aransas,  Pass  Cavallo,  Velasco,  San  Luis, 
and  report  the  number  of  vessels  }tou  may  see  inside  of  them. 

You  are  requested  to  economize  your  coal. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Lieutenant-Commander  R.  F.  R.  Lewis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  gunboat  Itasca,  off  Galveston. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  the  rais¬ 
ing  of  the  G.  S.  S.  lndianola. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 

Port  Hudson ,  June  13,  1863. 

Sir:  In  my  report  of  [April  6]  I  informed  the  Department  that  I 
had  not  been  able  to  find  the  wreck  of  the  ironclad  gunboat  lndianola. 

It  appears  that  I  was  deceived  b}^  the  people  who  represented  the 
vessel  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  as  the  lndianola,  which  it  appears 
was  the  mock  or  sham  gunboat. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter  informed  me  that  he  had  visited  the 
lndianola,  and  found  that  she  would  be  out  of  water  by  this  time,  and 
that  he  had  suggested  to  the  Department  the  propriety  of  making  a 
contract  for  raising  her.  We  have  vessels  of  Admiral  Porter’s  in  her 
immediate  vicinity  now  all  the  time. 

The  two  guns,  the  IX  and  XI  inch,  are  on  a  battery  near  Shreveport, 
so  stated  to  me  by  one  of  tiie  engineers  of  the  Webb,  whom  we  took 
prisoner  a  few  days  since.  I  informed  the  Department  of  my  sending 
the  Albatross,  Arizona,  and  Estrella  up  to  reconnoiter  Fort  De  Russy 
before  venturing  up  to  Alexandria,  and  I  have  every  reason  tc  believe 
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that  if  the  officers  had  done  their  duty  in  supporting1  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Hart  the  steamers  which  attacked  the  Albatross  {Grand 
Duke  and  Mary  T.)  would  both  have  been  captured  and  the  guns  of 
the  Indianola ,  or  some  other  guns,  recaptured,  as  Commander  Hart 
said  he  saw  the  guns  upon  the  lighter. 

The  engineer  of  the  T Yebb  informed  me  that  the  Albatross  put  a  shot 
through  the  steam  pipe  of  the  Mary  T.,  cutting  3  feet  of  it  and  scald¬ 
ing  badly  several  of  her  men.  An  explosion  also  took  place  on  board 
the  Grand  Duke ,  burning  several  of  her  crew,  some  mortally,  result¬ 
ing  from  the  igniting  of  some  cartridges.  Thus  both  vessels  were 
ready  to  surrender,  and  would  have  done  so  had  the  Estrella  and 
Arizona  gone  up  to  the  Albatross’s  assistance,  who,  from  her  crippled 
condition,  was  unable  to  keep  up  the  action  without  assistance;  but,  as 
it  was,  both  were  abandoned  and  lost. 

As  1  informed  the  Department,  I  shall  bring  Lieutenant-Commander 
Cooke  and  Upton  before  a  court-martial  the  moment  Port  Hudson 
falls  at  the  first  favorable  opportunity. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear  -A  dmiral. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretaip  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Goldsborough ,  U  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  dis¬ 
position  of  the  cargo  of  the  prize  schooner  Hunter. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile ,  June  If  1863. 

Sir:  Owing  to  the  unseaworthiness  of  the  prize  schooner  Hunter , 
I  have  directed  that  her  cargo,  consisting  of  43  bales  of  cotton,  now 
at  the  navy  yard,  Pensacola,  be  sent  north  by  the  supply  steamer 
Bermuda. 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  E.  L.  Ilubbell,  who  was  witness  to  the  cap¬ 
ture,  has  been  ordered  to  accompany  the  cotton  and  deliver  it  to  the 
order  of  the  U.  S.  district  judge  of  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

Captain ,  Comdg.  Division ,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Captain  Marchand,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Lackawanna,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Neptune. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Lackawanna, 

At  Sea,  Lat.  <25°  18'  N,  Long.  85 °  /,/'  W,  June  If  1863. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  whilst  at  anchoi  off 
Mobile  at  daylight  of  the  13th  instant,  the  black  smoke  of  a  steamer 
was  seen  to  the  southward  and  westward,  and  by  signal  from  the  senior 
officer  I  slipped  cable  and  gave  chase.  . 

We  gained  gradually  and  at  sunset  the  chase  was  in  sight.  Ihe 
black  smoke  continued  visible  until  2  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
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14th,  when  sight  of  it  was  lost.  It  was  then  two  hours  of  daylight 
and  I  continued  on  with  the  hope  of  seeing  it  again. 

When  the  day  dawned  a  steamer  burning  bituminous  coal  was  in 
sight  about  8  miles  ahead,  and  supposed  to  be  the  same  we  had  been 
chasing,  but  which  opinion  was  subsequently  proved  to  be  erroneous. 
We  continued  in  pursuit,  but  the  last-chased  steamer  proved  also  to  be 
remarkably  fast  and  by  frequently  changing  her  course,  burning  oily 
substances  in  the  furnaces,  throwing  cargo  overboard,  made  every 
effort  to  escape,  nor  was  it  until  3:25  in  the  afternoon  that,  a  shot 
striking  near  her,  she  hauled  down  the  British  flag  and  surrendered. 

During  the  chase,  from  4  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  ran  by  the  log 
109  miles,  and  for  the  last  15  miles  the  sea  in  her  wake  was  sprinkled 
with  cargo  which  had  been  thrown  overboard  from  her. 

The  captured  vessel  proved  to  be  the  iron  paddle-wheel  steamer 
Neptune ,  of  Glasgow,  200  tons  burden;  draft,  when  light,  5  feet,  and 
when  ladened,  6  feet;  said  to  have  made  20^  knots  an  hour  on  her  trial 
trip,  and  commanded  by  Joseph  McCarthy,  bound  from  Havana  to 
Mobile,  which  former  place  she  left  on  the  12th  instant. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  chase  she  threw  overboard  nearly  all 
her  cargo,  including  the  mail  and  principal  part  of  the  ship’s  papers, 
reserving  only  the  register,  crew  list,  protest  of  loss  of  cargo  in  a  late 
passage  from  Mobile  to  Havana,  and  an  old  log  book. 

She  had  a  crew  of  20  persons  and  8  passengers. 

At  the  time  of  capture  no  other  Government  vessel  was  in  sight,  and 
the  position  of  this  ship  was  latitude  25°  42'  N.,  longitude  85°  32'  W., 
the  Dry  Tortugas  bearing  S.  E.  by  S.,  distant  160  miles,  and  Mobile 
Point  N.  N.  W.  W.,  300  miles. 

I  should  have  placed  a  prize  crew  on  board  and  sent  her  to  Key 
West  for  adjudication,  but  it  would  have  created  delay,  and  I  was 
anxious  to  rejoin  the  vessels  blockading  Mobile;  independent  of  wdiich, 
knowing  her  to  be  very  fast,  of  light  draft,  and  new,  having  every 
requisite  for  an  effectual  blockade  runner,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  take 
her  to  Mobile,  that  the  senior  officer  might  decide  as  to  sending  her 
north,  where  there  would  be  less  liability  of  her  being  again  converted 
into  a  blockade  runner. 

The  Neptune  had  made  trips  between  Havana  and  Mobile,  and  her 
old  log  book  shows  that  she  last  left  Mobile  with  a  cargo  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  24th  May  last. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 

Captain . 

Admiral  D.  G.  Earragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Report  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


Report  of  Captain  Marchand ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Lackawanna ,  regarding  the  capture  of  tlxe  Confederate  steamer 
Planter ,  of  Mobile. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Lackawanna, 

At  Sea. ,  Lot.  27°  20'  N,  Long.  86 °  lj  W.,  June  15 ,  1863. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  return  of  this 
ship  toward  Mobile,  in  company  with  the  captured  steamer  Neptune 
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(mentioned  in  my  report  of  yesterday),  at  9  o’clock  this  morning,  the 
black  smoke  of  a  steamer  was  seen  ahead. 

This  ship,  as  well  as  the  Neptune ,  gave  chase.  Every  effort  was 
made  to  escape  by  trying  different  courses,  burning  rosin  in  her  fur¬ 
naces,  and  throwing  overboard  bales  of  cotton.  We  gained  rapidly 
and  tired  shots  from  the  forecastle  gun  to  bring  her  to,  but  not  until 
one  of  the  shots  struck  her,  without  injury,  did  she  stop  her  engine 
and  round  to. 

When  we  took  possession  no  other  Government  vessel  was  in  sight, 
and  our  position  was  latitude  27°  08'  N.,  longitude  86°  05'  W.,  having- 
chased  26  miles,  we  then  being  210  miles  S.  S.  E.  h  E.  from  Mobile 
Point. 

The  captured  vessel  was  the  Confederate  steamer  Planter ,  of  Mobile, 
313  tons  burden,  commanded  by  Joseph  Leach,  with  a  crew  numbering- 
25  persons,  and  having  2  passengers;  is  owned  by  a  company  in  Mobile, 
and  has  a  draft  of  5  feet. 

All  her  public  papers  have  been  preserved.  She  left  Mobile  Ikyy  on 
the  night  of  the  13th  instant,  bound  for  Havana,  having  a  cargo  of 
625  bales  of  cotton  and  124  barrels  of  rosin,  the  cost  of  which  on  being- 
shipped  was  $77,415.80. 

During  the  chase  between  60  and  80  bales  cotton  were  thrown  over¬ 
board  and  several  barrels  of  rosin  burned. 

I  am  now  taking  her  off  Mobile,  yet  would  have  immediately  sent 
her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication,  but  had  not  a  sufficient  number  of 
officers  and  men  to  man  her  and  at  the  same  time  take  care  of  the  cap¬ 
tured  passengers  and  crews  of  the  Neptune  and  Planter ,  numbering- 
over  50  persons,  now  on  board  this  ship. 

The  engines  of  the  Neptune  and  Planter  are  good,  but  fuel  low.  1 
have,  therefore,  both  in  tow  of  this  ship  and  making  all  practical 
speed  for  Mobile  Bar. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 

Captain. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Report  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  impaired 
condition  of  the  U.  S.  schooner  Rachel  Seaman. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  June  15,  1863. 

Sir:  The  schooner  Rachel  Seaman  came  up  from  Pass  Cavallo  on 
the  10th,  her  sails  in  a  very  worn-out  condition.  1  have  repaired  them 
as  well  as  they  are  capable  of  receiving.  By  careful  management  and 
smooth  weather  they  may  hold  out  a  month  or  two  longer.  Her  rig¬ 
ging  also  is  very  much  worn,  and  her  centerboard,  supposed  to  have 
rotted  off,  is  of  no  use.  She  has  become  exceedingly  dull  and  is  less 
suited  to  blockade  than  any  vessel  in  your  squadron.  There  is  no  ves¬ 
sel  off  Aransas  or  Corpus  Christi  since  the  departure  of  the  Anderson 
for  New  Orleans  a  month  ago. 
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It  would  be  economy  to  convert  all  the  sailing  craft  we  have  into 
coal  vessels  with  light  crews. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U  S.  Navy,  giving  a  detailed 
opinion  regarding  the  TJ.  S.  ships  of  war. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 

Below  Port  Hudson ,  June  15 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  trust  that  my  long  experience  in  the  Navy,  and  particularly 
my  war  experience  during  the  last  eighteen  or  twenty  months,  will 
justify  my  venturing  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  subject  of  our  ships  of 
war. 

The  vessel  on  which  I  have  my  flag  hoisted  at  this  moment,  while 
superintending  the  blockade  and  reduction  of  Port  Hudson,  is  a 
remarkable  specimen,  and  1  am  told  there  are  many  more  like  her  that 
I  have  not  seen. 

She  is  a  ship  of  1,378  tons,  larger  than  our  largest  class  frigates  of 
the  old  style,  and  yet  if  she  should  come  in  contact  with  an  English 
steamer  of  1,000  tons  (the  Rinaldo ,  for  example,  or  one  of  her  class) 
she  could  not,  in  my  opinion,  contend  successfully  fifteen  minutes  with 
her,  and  she  would  scarcely  dare  to  engage  one  of  the  old-class  frigates 
at  all  except  at  such  a  distance  that  but  little  harm  would  be  done  to 
either. 

This  ship  has  two  Xl-inch  guns,  one  150-pounder  rifle,  and  four 
howitzers. 

The  Rinaldo  has  two  Armstrong  guns  of  68  pounds  and  16  broad¬ 
side  guns  of  46  cwt.,  giving  her  more  than  three,  times  the  chance  of 
hitting  that  this  vessel  has. 

The  frigate  has  more  than  six  times  as  many  chances,  and  although 
the  shot  is  not  as  large  or  as  destructive,  it  will  nevertheless  go  through 
the  ship  and  kill  and  wound  many  men;  they  would  also  be  enabled  to 
keep  up  such  a  continual  fire  upon  the  three  large  guns  as  to  render 
them  useless,  and  at  close  quarters,  our  men  having  no  protection,  the 
enemy’s  musketry  would  be  able  to  prevent  their  reloading  their  guns. 

Such  has  been  the  case  in  two  or  three  instances  out  here;  nearly 
every  man  was  wounded  at  the  pivot  gun  on  board  the  Owasco. 

It  is  said  these  guns  are  intended  for  distant  shooting;  but  are  these 
vessels  so  fleet  as  to  enable  the  commander  to  choose  his  distance?  No! 
And  if  he  could,  is  there  sufficient  steadiness  in  the  vessel  to  enable 
him  to  fire  with  any  accuracy  at  a  great  distance?  No!  If,  on  the 
contrary,  there  is  any  sea  running  at  all,  it  is  with  imminent  danger 
that  he  ventures  even  to  cast  loose  his  gun,  and  the  motion  so  rapid 
and  violent  that  he  really  must  be  an  expert  to  hit  a  vessel  at  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  a  mile  or  even  a  half  a  mile;  and  in  the  meantime  a  small  vessel 
with  more  stability,  more  guns,  and  perhaps  more  speed,  is  keeping 
him  close  aboard  and  pouring  in  broadside  after  broadside  until  the 
leviathan  surrenders  to  a  pigmy. 
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I  assure  you,  sir,  that  I  am  afraid  to  trust  oue  of  these  gunboats, 
with  nothing  but  their  original  armament,  even  among  the  miserable 
cotton-made  gunboats  in  the  river,  but  1  have  placed  on  them  two  or 
more  broadside  guns — 32-pounders  of  33  cwt. — and  I  fear  that  the 
country  will  find,  should  we  have  a  foreign  war  (when  it  is  too  late), 
that  these  vessels,  armed  with  the  big  pivot  guns,  will  be  no  match  for 
the  enemy’s  vessels  of  half  their  size. 

I  do  not  think  there  should  be  a  pivot  gun  in  a  ship,  as  its  advantages 
are  by  no  means  equal  to  its  disadvantages:  they  are  suitable  onlv  for 
small  vessels. 

No  vessel  should  be  so  arranged  that  she  can  not  fire  one  or  two 
guns  directly  ahead. 

This  ship  can  not  fire  within  three  points  of  ahead,  and  here  at  Port 
Hudson,  where  we  fire  at  the  forts,  we  are  obliged  to  turn  into  the 
middle  of  the  river  and  expose  our  entire  broadside  to  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  while  the  Richmond  and  Hartford  lie  at  their  anchorage  and 
fire  two  IX-inch  guns  or  their  rifles  directly  ahead. 

Instead  of  pivots,  this  ship  could  and  should  have  twent}T  VUI-inch 
guns  on  the  broadside,  with  two  100-pound  rifles  on  the  topgallant 
forecastle,  for  chasing  and  special  firing;  then  she  would  never  dis¬ 
grace  her  captain,  officers,  and  crew;  but  if  such  a  thing  befell  them, 
the  fault  would  be  theirs  and  not  that  of  the  armament.  Her  arrange¬ 
ments,  independent  of  her  armament,  are  bad;  much  of  it,  however, 
is  caused  by  the  first  error,  the  armament. 

She  should  have  a  poop  and  topgallant  forecastle  to  enable  her  to 
berth  her  crew,  which  none  of  them  now  do. 

Very  respectfully, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Sharp-bowed  vessels  intended  for  sea  service  will  doubtless,  in  many 
cases,  be  found  disadvantageous  in  rivers.  It  has  fora  long  time  been 
a  question  with  naval  men  between  long-range  heavy  guns  and  a  more 
numerous  armament  of  lighter  guns.  The  heavy  guns  can  only  be 
managed  rapidl}r  on  pivot  carriages,  and  some  officers,  who  prefer 
rapid  firing  at  close  quarters,  have  given  the  preference  to  carronades. 

The  heavy  pivot  guns  can  not  be  carried  on  the  sharp  bows  of  a  steam 
vessel.  The  vessel  will  not  sustain  them,  and  there  is  not  room  to 
train  them  out  of  the  direct  line,  which  must  then  be  done  by  sheering 
the  vessel.  For  practical  reasons,  in  seagoing  vessels  of  this  form  the 
pivot  guns  must  be  placed  nearer  the  middle  of  the  length  of  the  ship 
and  out  to  the  sides,  so  that  it  can  be  worked  on  either  side  and  be 
trained  to  10  to  15  degrees  with  a  fore-and-aft  line,  as  in  naval  service 
at  sea,  at  the  range  of  the  gun.  A  small  sheer  of  the  ship  is  of  little 
consequence.  Steam  vessels  in  action  at  sea  will  be  alwaj^s  in  motion, 
and  thus  under  different  circumstances  from  attacking  a  fortification 
in  a  narrow  river.  Steam  vessels,  for  plain  reasons,  are  relativel}r  long- 
vessels  in  proportion  to  their  beam,  and  the  total  weight  of  their  arma¬ 
ment  is  nearly  in  proportion  to  their  breadths.  The  vessels  referred 
to  have  made  12  to  13  knots,  which  is  supposed  will  in  many  cases 
enable  them  [to]  select  their  distances  and  position.  For  river  pur¬ 
poses,  when  the  water  is  smooth,  these  vessels  can  carry  broadside 
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guns  at  an  increase  in  their  draft  of  water.  It  would,  indeed,  be  desir¬ 
able  to  have  smaller  vessels,  with  more  speed,  more  guns,  and  more 
stability;  but  it  is  feared  this  can  not  be  reached,  for  some  of  the 
requirements  are  incompatible  with  the  others,  and  still  more  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  increase  these  qualities  by  reducing  the  dimensions 
of  the  vessel. 

[Memorandum,  Admiral  Farragut’s  letter,  June  15,  1863.] 

The  Monongahela ,  as  well  as  the  sister  vessels  of  her  class,  was  con¬ 
structed  for  speed  on  the  open  ocean,  and,  in  accordance  with  the  views 
of  Mr.  Steers,  the  weight  of  armament  should  be  distributed  in  a  line 
with  the  keel. 

With  this  basis  the  armament  was  fixed  for  three  16,000-pound 
pivot  guns  before  the  keels  were  laid.  The  plan  was  submitted  biT 
Mr.  Fox  to  Captain  Harwood  and  Captain  Dahlgren,  who  both  coin¬ 
cided  in  opinion,  with  the  addition  of  a  50-pounder  Dahlgren  rifle 
on  the  forecastle  and  a  boat  armament  of  four  12-pounder  howitzers. 

I  was  present  at  two  of  these  conferences  and  wrote  the  orders  for 
the  armaments. 

At  the  time  it  was  not  contemplated  that  the  Monongahela  ships 
would  be  wanted  for  river  work,  as  double-bowed  vessels  of  light 
draft  had  already  been  planned  for  that  service. 

So  far  as  Admiral  Farragut’s  argument  goes,  it  amounts  to  this: 
that — 

1st.  Vessels  should  be  armed  with  guns  to  fire  directly  ahead. 
Granted;  but  they  must  work  in  pivot,  or  else  the  bow  of  Che  vessel 
should  be  so  constructed  as  to  work  the  guns  on  broadside  carriages. 

2d.  Rapidity  of  tire  from  small  calibers  will  conquer  guns  of  large 
caliber.  Not  so;  because  one  ounce  bullet  will  do  more  damage  than 
a  pound  of  mustard-seed  shot,  and  one  15-inch  ball  beat  three  Ti-inch 
guns  in  the  Atlanta. 

H.  A.  W. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Gillis, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee ,  to  proceed  to  duty  at 
Mobile. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 

Port  Hudson,  June  15,  1863. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  1st  instant  reporting  your  arrival  at  Pensacola  has 
been  received. 

You  will,  in  obedience  to  the  honorable  Secretary’s  orders,  proceed 
to  Mobile  and  take  your  position  as  one  of  the  blockading  squadron. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Ad7niral. 

Captain  Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Yard,  June  15,  1863. 

How  much,  on  a  great  emergency,  could  you  lighten  your  vessel? 
Could  you  get  her  over  the  bar  at  New  Orleans?  There  was  19  feet 
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when  the  Colorado  tried  and  failed.  Perhaps  there  is  more  now. 
borne  of  the  steamers  just  returned  can  tell  you.  Ascertain  and  answer 
to-morrow  if  it  is  a  sure  thing. 

The  steamer  Mississippi,  or  McClellan ,  has  just  arrived  from  New 
Orleans  and  can  tell  you  the  present  depth. 

G.  V.  Fox. 

Captain  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  JJ.  S.  S.  Roanoke ,  Astor  House ,  New  York. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Rowan ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Assistant  Secretary 

of  the  Navy  regarding  the  depth  of  water  in  the  Passes  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  June  16,  1863. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  telegram  of  last  night,  I  visited  the 
packet  steamer  Roanoke ,  a  trader  to  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

The  commander  of  that  vessel  informed  me  that  the  best  water  on 
the  bar  of  the  South  West  Pass — the  best  channel — varies  from  15  feet 
to  18  feet.  The  last  trip  he  crossed  the  bar  without  touching,  draw¬ 
ing  16£  feet.  The  lead  seldom  gives  over  16  feet.  He  thinks  that 
over  19  feet  can  not  be  forced  over  the  bar.  1  went  on  board  the 
Mississippi ,  recently  from  New  Orleans.  The  captain  was  absent  and 
could  not  be  found  in  time  to  write  by  this  mail.  I  had  a  long  con¬ 
versation  with  both  mates  on  the  subject  of  the  best  water  on  the  bar 
of  the  Mississippi  River.  They  told  me  that  the  last  trip  the  ship  left 
New  Orleans  drawing  15  feet,  with  a  good  pilot  on  board.  The  ship 
stuck  on  the  bar  three  days.  This  trip  the  ship  left  New  Orleans 
drawing  I7i  feet,  took  the  bar  under  a  full  head  of  steam,  struck  once 
and  passed  over.  In  the  course  of  conversation  I  remarked  that  a 
ship  drawing  22  feet  could  be  forced  through  that  soft  bottom  by 
means  of  two  powerful  tugs.  The  reply  of  one  of  them  was,  u  I  should 
like  to  have  a  charter  for  such  a  ship,  because  I  would  be  certain  of 
sticking  on  the  bar  all  summer.”  The  opinion  of  both  of  these  men  is 
that  over  20  feet  can  not  be  forced  over.  These  officers  inform  me 
that  the  lower  the  Mississippi  River  is  the  higher  the  water  is  on 
the  bar. 

The  Roanoke  at  the  Novelty  Works,  with  her  turrets  and  guns  on 
board,  draws  19  feet  forward  and  23^  aft  to  21  feet  3  inches.  The  ship 
now  draws  23  feet  aft  and  22  feet  forward,  with  500  tons  of  coal  for¬ 
ward  of  the  center,  and  about  40  tons  of  shot  and  some  provisions — say, 
10  tons. 

The  ship  can  not  be  lightened  to  less  than  21  feet  3  inches,  which, 
from  all  the  information  I  have  yet  obtained,  would  make  the  passage 
of  the  bar  an  uncertain  thing. 

I  shall  obtain  all  the  information  I  can  and  send  you  the  result  if  it 
varies  from  what  I  now  furnish. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy ,  Washington. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  ft?  Lieutenant-  Com¬ 
mander  Watters ,  27.  N.  Navy ,  ft?  report  for  duty  off  Pass  a  V  Outre. 


Flagship  Monongahela, 

Port  Hudson ,  June  16 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  New  Orleans,  till  up  jour  provisions  and  coal,  and 
then  proceed  to  the  Head  of  the  Passes  and  inform  Commander  Sartori 
that  jmu  are  directed  to  cruise  off  Pass  a  l’Outre  for  pirates  and  priva¬ 
teers  of  the  rebels. 

You  will  endeavor  to  find  out  the  parties  concerned  in  the  capture 
of  the  Boston. 

You  will  run  into  the  mouth  of  the  Pass  every  night,  and  be  very 
vigilant  in  examining  all  vessels  passing  in  or  out. 

Report  to  Commodore  Morris  and  show  him  your  orders. 

You  will  communicate  constantly  with  Commander  Sartori  and  occa¬ 
sionally  with  Commodore  Morris  and  keep  them  informed  of  the  state 
of  things  below. 

You  will  discharge  your  pilot  and  get  a  bar  pilot  below. 

Very  respectfully, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander  John  Watters, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Kineo. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commodore  Morris , 

U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Kineo  for  blockading  the  mouth 

of  the  Mississippi  River. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 

Port  Hudson ,  June  16,  1863. 

Commodore:  Perceiving  that  you  have  no  steamer  to  send  down  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  to  prevent  these  piracies  that  have  been 
committed  on  two  of  the  tugs,  I  send  the  Kineo. 

If  you  can  get  her  a  mast,  do  so,  and  when  it  is  ready,  send  it  down 
to  the  Portsmouth  and  let  her  put  it  into  the  Kineo ,  but  that  will  not 
prevent  her  cruising  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Pass  and  running  into  it 
and  anchoring  every  night. 

She  must  discharge  her  present  pilot  and  get  a  bar  pilot  by  the  month. 
Old  Jones  will  be  able  to  assist  him  in  that,  or  you  may  be  able  to  get 
one  in  New  Orleans. 

I  shall^  urge  General  Shepley,  as  before,  to  break  up  those  pilots 
below.  They  are  a  great  set  of  rebels  and  are,  no  doubt,  connected  with 
those  captures. 

Provision  and  coal  the  Kineo  and  get  her  off  as  soon  as  possible. 

Send  the  Tennessee  to  the  commanding  officer  off  Mobile  to  order  his 
gunboat  that  requires  the  niost  care  and  repairs  to  be  sent  to  cruise  off 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  then  she  can  run  up  occasionally  and 
make  her  repairs. 

Respectfully,  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Commodore  H.  W.  Morris, 

Senior  Naval  Officer ,  New  Orleans. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Lewis ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
TJ.  S.  S.  Ltasca ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Miriam. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Itasca, 

Off  Coast  Texas ,  June  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  whilst  at  anchor  off  the  mouth 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  on  the  17th  instant,  a  sail  was  reported  from  the 
masthead  to  the  northward.  I  immediately  gave  chase,  and  upon 
nearing  the  sail  discovered  her  to  be  a  schooner  endeavoring  to  escape 
us  and  get  into  the  inlet  of  the  Brazos  Santiago. 

The  depth  of  water  not  allowing  me  to  approach  the  bar  near  enough 
to  head  her  off,  commenced  firing  at  her  at  long  range;  but  not  suc¬ 
ceeding  in  hitting  her,  she  got  in  safely.  We  then  stood  off  the  land, 
and  at  night  stood  in  again  near  the  shore  and  near  the  inlet.  At  9:30 
p.  m.  organized  a  boat  expedition,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master 
Sylvanus  Nickerson,  and  dispatched  it  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
or  bringing  out  the  prize.  At  daylight  discovered  that  the  boats  had 
seized  the  vessel,  and  were  endeavoring  to  get  her  out  of  the  inlet  to 
sea.  At  about  meridian  the  prize  was  brought  safely  out,  and  proved 
to  be  the  schooner  Miriam ,  170  bales  of  cotton,  more  or  less,  having 
run  the  blockade  at  the  river  Brazos,  and  bound  for  the  Rio  Grande. 
No  papers  were  found  on  board,  the  captain  and  crew,  except  one 
man,  having  deserted  her  upon  the  approach  of  our  boats.  Three 
flags  were  found  on  board — an  English  ensign,  a  Mexican,  and  an 
American.  The  former  was  displayed  at  her  masthead  as  she  ran  into 
the  inlet.  I  have  this  day  dispatched  her  as  a  good  prize  to  Key  West, 
Fla.  I  can  not  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  great  perseverance, 
judgment,  etc.,  displayed  by  Acting  Master  Nickerson,  in  charge  of 
the  expedition  that  has  resulted  so  successfully.  Two  master’s  mates 
also  accompanied  the  expedition,  viz,  George  Spencer  and  Henry 
Mirow,  discharging  their  duties  with  great  zeal;  the  men  likewise. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Rob’t  F.  R.  Lewis, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  desiring 
recognition  of  kindness  shown  l)y  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
French  corvette  La  Tisiphone. 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  June  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  correspondence 
between  the  commandant  of  the  F rench  corvette  La  Tisiphone  and  the 
general  in  command  of  the  United  States  forces  at  New  Orleans,  and 
to  suggest  that  the  high  appreciation  of  the  President  and  of  the 
Department  for  this  prompt  and  generous  consideration  for  our 
wounded  at  that  place  may  be  communicated  to  Captain  Marivault 
through  the  French  minister. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

The  Secretary  of  State, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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Letter  f  rom  Brigadier- General  Emory ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Commodore 
Morris ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  urging  the  need  of  a  gunboat  at  Donaldson- 
ville. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  18 ,  1863. 

I  bave  this  moment  received  a  telegram  from  Donaldsonville,  by 
which  you  will  see  that  the  gunboat  is  really  required  at  Donaldson¬ 
ville.  I  hope  the  Kineo  has  started. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Commodore  Morris. 


Beport  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Weaver,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
expected  attack  upon  Ilaquemine. 

Signal.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Winona, 

Donaldsonville ,  June  18,  1863. 

Sir:  The  enemy  is  in  force  near  Plaquemine — cavalry,  infantry,  and 
artillery.  The  force  that  made  this  morning’s  raid  numbered  300.  It 
seems  they  intended  attacking  this  place.  1  at  once  proceeded  here  as 
quickly  as  possible. 

The  commanding  officer  expects  an  attack.  With  the  assistance  of 
a  gunboat  the  fort  can  be  held,  in  my  opinion,  against  any  force  the 
rebels  can  bring. 

A.  W.  Weaver. 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Admiral  Farragut. 


Letter  from,  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-  General 
Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army,  regarding  reported  possession  of  Donaldsonville 
and  Plaquemine  by  the  enemy. 


Flagship  Monongahela, 

Donaldsonville,  June  19,  1863. 

General:  I  arrived  at  Plaquemine  at  8  p.  m.,  hearing  all  the  way 
that  both  Donaldsonville  and  Plaquemine  were  in  the  possession  of  the 
enemy;  that  they  had  a  force  of  2,000  infantry  and  600  cavalry,  and 
man3T  fieldpieces;  all  of  which  I  found  to  be  false. 

About  100  of  the  Texas  cavalry  made  a  raid  upon  Plaquemine  and 
burned  the  steamers  that  were  there  and  captured  some  of  the  provost 
pickets,  but  they  lost  some  of  their  number,  and  were  shelled  by  the 
gunboat  Winona,  which  arrived  there  two  or  three  hours  after  they 
attacked  the  town.  They  also  burned  about  40  bales  of  cotton.  I 
found  your  ammunition  on  board  the  Time  and  Tide,  waiting  for  con¬ 
voy,  and  sent  her  forward  under  protection  of  the  Winona. 

1  also  received  some  mortar  shell  for  the  mortar  boats,  which  will 
help  us  very  much.  1  hope  to  be  back  in  time  to  see  Port  Hudson  fall. 

The  rebel  papers  say  that  Grant  has  Pemberton  in  a  circumference 
of  1,200  yards,  but  that  Johnston  is  coming  in  his  rear  with  70,000  men, 
and  Kirby  Smith  is  with  a  force  at  Milliken’s  Bend.  This  last  is  not 
credited  by  our  side 
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We  saved  15  out  of  21  of  the  provost  picket  at  Plaquemine,  and 
may  recover  more  of  them. 

Major  Bullen  feels  no  uneasiness  about  Donaldsonville  so  long  as  he 
has  a  gunboat,  which  I  shall  leave. 

Wishing-  you  early  success,  I  remain,  very  truly, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

[Major-General  N.  P.  Banks.] 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  19 ,  1863. 

The  gunboat  Princess  Royal  has  just  arrived  at  SouthWest  Pass 
from  Philadelphia,  and  Commodore  Morns  has  kindly  consented  to 
let  her  go  up  the  river  to  aid  in  repelling  the  enemy  at  Plaquemine  and 
opening  the  navigation. 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Irwin. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-  General  Emory ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Commodore 
Morris ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  service  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Princess 
Royal. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  19 ,  1863. 

I  have  just  learned  that  Admiral  Farragut  is  on  his  way  down  and 
may  be  expected  either  to-night  or  to-morrow  morning.  The  infor¬ 
mation  he  wdll  have  about  the  state  of  the  river  and  the  enemy’s  force 
at  Plaquemine  may  suggest  whether  or  not  it  is  necessary  to  send  the 
Princess  Royal  to  support  the  Kineo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  commodore,  very  respecfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding . 

Commodore  Morris. 


Report  of  Captain  Stearns ,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  regarding  skirmish  at  Pla- 

qimnine ,  La. 

New  Orleans,  La.,  June  19,  1863. 

General:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  town  of  Plaquemine  was 
attacked  about  6:  30  a.  m.,  on  the  18th  instant,  by  about  300  Confeder¬ 
ate  cavalry.  They  succeeded  in  capturing  Lieutenant  Witham  and 
22  men  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  Maine  Volunteers,  whose  names 
are  annexed.  I  and  13  of  my  men  succeeded  in  making  our  escape. 
Upon  the  approach  of  the  cavalry  they  were  fired  upon  by  my  men, 
killing  1  man,  and,  as  1  have  since  learned,  wounding  2  others,  but  their 
force  was  such  that  further  resistance  was  useless,  and  the  place  was 
surrendered  to  them.  Upon  gaining  possession  of  the  town,  they 
immediately  proceeded  to  Bayou  Plaquemine,  where  the  steamboat 
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Sykes  was  aground,  fired  upon  and  wounded  one  man  who  was  on 
board,  and  then  set  her  on  tire.  They  also  captured  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  steamboat  Anglo-American ,  wounding  one  of  her  men,  and  then 
set  her  on  tire;  both  vessels  were  a  total  loss.  I  think  a  small  steam¬ 
boat  called  the  Belfast  was  also  captured  as  she  went  down  the  Bayou 
Plaquemine  the  previous  evening  to  get  a  load  of  molasses  about  4  miles 
from  the  river.  The  boat  belonged  to  Edward  Pilcher,  of  New  Orleans. 
They  also  burned  80  bales  of  cotton  that  were  ready  for  shipment. 

At  about  9:15  a.  m.  the  gunboat  Winona,  commanded  by  Captain 
[Aaron  W.]  Weaver,  came  down  from  Baton  Rouge,  and,  having  heard, 
when  5  miles  above,  of  the  capture  of  the  town,  immediately  com¬ 
menced  to  throw  shell,  upon  which  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  left. 
I  then  made  my  way  to  the  levee,  hailed  Captain  Weaver,  and  pro¬ 
cured  a  boat  to  take  me  and  the  13  men  on  board.  We  also  had  the 
two  wounded  men  placed  on  board  the  La  Fourche ,  and  sent  along  with 
my  dispatches  to  Baton  Rouge. 

At  about  11  a.  m.  we  learned  that  a  portion  of  the  cavalry  had 
returned.  Captain  Weaver  immediately  threw  shell  into  that  portion 
of  the  town  where  they  were  supposed  to  be.  After  about  90  rounds  had 
been  tired  I  went  on  shore  with  my  men,  assisted  by  a  squad  from  the 
boat,  and  marched  through  the  town  without  finding  any  of  the  enemy, 
but  we  learned  that  they  were  in  considerable  force  about  4  miles  back 
and  under  command  of  Colonel  C.  D.  [Joseph]  Phillips. 

A  man  named  A.  Grass  was  arrested  for  having  guided  the  enemy 
into  and  about  the  town.  He  admitted  to  me  that  he  had  done  so,  but 
says  that  he  was  compelled  by  threats  to  show  them  around  the  place. 
He  lives  near  Indian  Village,  and  has  never  taken  the  oath  of  alle¬ 
giance.  I  left  him  in  charge  of  Captain  Weaver.  Upon  returning  to 
the  boat,  Captain  Weaver  proceeded  to  Donaldsonviile  to  warn  them 
of  danger  and  to  assist  in  case  of  attack;  also,  to  leave  the  men  who 
had  escaped  with  me. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  there  is  a  force  of  from  5,000  to  8,000 
men  between  Plaquemine  and  Simmesport;  also,  that  they  have  sev¬ 
eral  cannon.  It  was  generally  believed,  from  remarks  dropped  by 
Confederate  officers,  that  General  Green  was  approaching  with  a  bri¬ 
gade  to  occupy  the  town  or  to  operate  against  Donaldsonviile. 

We  lost  about  35  Enfield  rifles  and  a  very  small  amount  of  commis¬ 
sary  stores. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Albert  Stearns, 

Captain ,  Provost- Marshal,  Iberville  Parish. 

Brigadier-General  James  Bowen, 

Provost- Marshal-  General ,  Department  of  the  Gulf 


Order  of  Major-  General  Banks ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Brigadier-  General 
Emory ,  U.  S.  Army ,  stating  the  impossibility  of  sparing  any  force 
from  Port  Hudson. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  June  20,  1863. 


General:  If  the  gunboat  is  at  Brashear,  the  two  companies  that 
went  there  can  escape  on  her.  What  became  of  the  guns  at  Brashear? 
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The  commanding-general  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  it  is  impossi¬ 
ble  for  him  to  spare  any  force  from  here  at  present.  He  relies  upon 
your  doing  the  best  you  can  with  the  small  force  at  your  disposal. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ricii’d  B.  Irwin, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Brigadier-General  W.  H.  Emory, 

New  Orleans. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Defenses  oe  New  Orleans,  June  20,  1863. 
The  enemy,  in  considerable  force,  has  crossed  the  [Bayou]  Plaque- 
mine  at  Indian  Village,  and  passed  down  the  [Bayou]  La  Fourche  to 
attack  the  Opelousas  railroad  and  Brashear  City. 

I  do  not  think  Donaldsonville  in  any  immediate  danger.  What 
force  can  be  .spared  should  be  sent  down  to  Algiers  to  be  placed  on  the 
railroad. 

Communicate  this  to  Admiral  Farragut. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Emory: 

[F.  W.  Boring,] 

Aid-de-  Camp. 

Commanding  Officer  of  Military  and  Naval  Forces  at  Donaldsonville. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  2 0 ,  1863. 

Your  telegram  received.  Enemy  have  approached  at  La  Fourche 
Crossing,  ana  were  repulsed  by  Colonel  Stickney.  Our  line  is  so  long 
it  is  impossible  to  hold  it  with  our  force.  They  have  already  cut  com¬ 
munication  between  La  Fourche  Crossing  and  Brashear.  Urge  Gen¬ 
eral  Banks  to  send  a  force  to  Donaldsonville  to  follow  in  their  rear, 
and  if  the  gunboat  at  Brashear  does  its  duty,  they  can  not  cross  there 
and  must  be  caught.  I  have  no  more  force  left  to  send  after  them. 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Admiral  Farragut. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  20,  1863. 

The  railroad  track  at  Terre  Bonne  is  torn  up.  Communication  with 
Brashear  cut  off. 

It  is  idle  to  attempt  to  hold  90  miles  of  railroad  with  the  small  force 
I  have.  What  portion  is  cut  off  by  the  Terre  Bonne  operation  I  can 
not  tell.  I  have  at  this  moment  but  400  men  in  the  city,  and  I  con¬ 
sider  the  city  and  public  property  very  unsafe.  The  secessionists 
here  profess  to  have  certain  information  that  the  forces  are  to  make 
an  attempt  on  the  city. 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding . 


Admiral  Farragut. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Bell , 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  send  a  vessel  to  Tampico ,  Mexico. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Monongahela, 

Donaldsonville ,  La. ,  June  20 ,  1863. 

Commodore:  It  having  been  reported  by  U.  S.  Consul  Chase  at  the 
port  of  Tampico,  Mexico,  that  a  United  States  vessel  now  is  much 
needed  off  Tampico  bar,  you  will  please  send  the  first  vessel  that  can 
be  conveniently  spared  from  your  place  on  the  coast  of  Texas  to  com¬ 
municate  with  Mr.  Chase  and  direct  the  commander  to  stop  and  look 
after  affairs  off  the  Rio  Grande  on  his  return. 

Respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Senior  Officer  off  Galveston ,  TJ.  S.  S.  Brooklyn. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Read , 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  New  London ,  regarding  transfer 
of  command. 

New  Orleans,  June  22, 1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
New  London ,  and  you  will  relieve  Captain  M.  Smith,  temporarily,  of 
the  command  of  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Monoyigahela.  I  hope  that 
when  this  service  is  finished  the  Department  will  have  found  for  you  a 
suitable  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  Abner  Read,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  New  Londoyi. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Emmons , 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Monongahela. 


New  Orleans,  June  22,  1863. 

Sir:  If  you  have  not  yet  fallen  in  with  the  Oneida,  you  will  return  to 
this  place  and  report  yourself  to  the  senior  naval  officer  present  here 
for  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Monongahela. 

Very  respectfully, 


Captain  George  F. 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Key  West,  Fla. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral^  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commanding 
officer  off  Mobile,  expressing  surprise  at  the  passage  of  the  blockade  by 
two  vessels. 

New  Orleans,  June  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  learn  through  rebel  sources  that  the  tugboat  Boston,  lately 
captured  off  Pass  a  l'Outre,  has  been  taken  safely  into  Mobile.  This 
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vessel  must  draw  at  least  9  or  10  feet  of  water,  and  could  not  have 
passed  through  the  Swash  Channel.  She  is  the  second  vessel  that  has 
been  captured  off  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  and  carried  through  our 
blockading  squadron  into  Mobile. 

I  can  not  understand  how  the  blockade  is  run  with  such  ease,  when 
you  have  so  strong  a  numerical  force. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Commanding  Officer  off  Mobile. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-  General  Emory  ZJ.  S.  Army ,  to  Rear-Admiral 

Farragut ,  U  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movement  of  the  enemy  on 

Bras  hear  City. 

June  22,  1863. 

Admiral:  Colonel  Cahill  has  made  a  junction  with  Stickney  at 
La  Fourche. 

The  enemy  were  repulsed  by  Stickney  before  the  junction.  If  the}^ 
attempt  to  move  toward  Brashear,  I  will  order  them  to  be  attacked  in 
the  rear,  so  that  I  do  not  doubt  we  can  keep  them  from  Brashear  long- 
enough  to  enable  a  gunboat  to  get  there,  and  if  in  the  meantime  Port 
Hudson  fall,  we  will  bag  them  or  drive  them  into  the  lake. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Admiral  Farragut, 

Commanding  II.  S.  Naval  Forces. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Browne ,  II  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  brig  Bohio,  to  proceed  to  the 
coast  of  Texas. 

New  Orleans,  June  22,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  at  once  to  the  coast  of  Texas  with  the  U.  S. 
brig  Bohio  under  your  command,  and  upon  your  arrival  you  will 
report  yourself  to  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  for  such  station  as  he  may 
assign  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Master  Geo.  W.  Browne, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Brig  Bohio 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-  (General 
Banks ,  II  S.  Army,  regarding  operations  at  Plaguemme  and 
Don  aldsonville. 

New  Orleans,  June  22,  1863. 

General:  I  arrived  at  Plaquemine  just  in  time  to  find  that  the  gun¬ 
boat  Winona  had  shelled  the  enemy  out  of  the  town  and  that  the  town 
had  suffered  also.  The  enemy  burned  two  steamers — the  Sykes  and 
the  Anglo-American— the  former  being  aground  and  the  latter  trying  to 
get  her  off. 
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I  learn  that  there  were  3,000  men  in  the  raid,  all  Texans,  and  that 
they  were  going  to  Donaldsonville  to  get  stores,  etc.  They  have  no 
baggage  wagons,  or  only  a  few.  They  live  on  the  country  from  day 
to  day,  and  have  only  ammunition  for  a  show  tight  (what  they  have  in 
their  boxes  and  caissons).  They  have  fifteen  6  and  8  pounders  and  one 
20 -pounder  Parrott.  They  say  that  they  heard  Taylor  had  1,500 
men  below  who,  I  suppose,  are  now  attacking  La  Fourche  Crossing, 
where  our  people  have  repulsed  them  twice.  General  Emory  has  sent 
reinforcements. 

1  think,  general,  it  is  bad  policy  to  have  guns  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  river  when  there  are  not  men  enough  to  defend  them.  The 
enemy  will  certainly,  if  defeated  at  Brashear  City  (which  they 
announced  as  their  next  place  of  attack  to  procure  ammunition  and 
provisions),  make  an  effort  to  obtain  those  supplies  from  Fort  Banks 
or  the  fort  at  Donaldsonville.  If  they  once  get  either  of  those  works 
they  may  capture  transports  and  do  us  much  damage  before  we  find  it 
out  and  dislodge  them.  I  have  at  Brashear  City  the  only  gunboat  that 
can  enter  the  bay  except  those  above  Port  Hudson. 

These  people  may  do  us  some  damage,  but  if  Port  Hudson  falls 
within  a  week,  with  5,000  men  you  can  capture  every  one  by  landing- 
above  and  marching  down  upon  them. 

I  will  be  up  in  a  day  or  two,  but  I  know  that  Captain  Alden  will  do 
all  that  I  could  do  if' I  were  there. 

I  concentrated  three  or  four  gunboats  at  Donaldsonville  in  a  few 
hours,  which  induced  the  rebels  to  give  it  up. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf 


Order  of  Brigadier-  General  Emory ,  IT.  S.  Army ,  to  the  commanding 

officer  at  Brashear  City ,  transmitting  instructions  to  the  naval 

commander  at  that  place. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New'  Orleans, 

June  <23,  1863. 

1  have  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Banks,  which  is 
sent  you  for  your  information  and  that  of  the  naval  commander  at 
Brashear  City,  to  whom  1  will  thank  you  to  communicate  a  copy  of 
these  instructions. 

If  compelled  to  leave  there,  what  public  property  you  can  not  bring 
off  destroy  effectually. 

Idle  steamer  Crescent ,  which  takes  this,  is  sent  to  aid  you  in  carrying- 
out  these  orders. 

If  you  do  not  require  her  services,  send  her  immediately  back  with 
sick  and  public  property  not  required  at  Brashear. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Commanding  Officer  at  Brashear  City. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Camp,  June  21 — 2  p.  rn. 

Your  dispatch  in  regard  to  Brashear,  saying  that  you  have  sent 
round  the  Saint  Mary's ,  is  received.  The  commanding  general  does 
not  regard  it  as  important  that  we  should  run  any  great  risk  to  save 
Brashear.  He  desires  that  you  will  send  orders  to  Brashear  to  get  off 
everything  of  value  there,  and  at  Bayou  Bceuf,  including,  especially, 
the  guns,  and,  when  pressed  by  the  enemy,  to  retire  on  board  the 
transports  and  proceed  to  New  Orleans. 

The  gunboat  should  remain  in  Berwick  Bay,  to  prevent  the  enemy 
coming  across. 

Rich’d  B.  Irwin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

General  Emory. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  extracts 
from  reports  regarding  affairs  near  Galveston. 

No.  105.]  Flagship  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  June  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  extracts*  from  communi¬ 
cations  received  by  me  from  Commodore  II.  H.  Bell,  commanding  the 
Texan  blockade.  These  extracts  set  at  rest  the  question  concerning 
the  privateers  fitting  out  at  Brazos  Santiago,  besides  giving  much 
other  valuable  information. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Dear  Admiral: 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  June  17,  1863. 

*  *  *  X- 


I  observe  very  few  soldiers  about  the  forts,  and  I  incline  to  the 
belief  that  they  have  not  more  than  two  regiments  (probably  not  more 
than  one)  on  that  whole  island-  I  think  2,000  men  promptly  sent, 
with  means  for  landing  on  the  beach,  and  one  or  two  steamers  draw¬ 
ing  1  or  5  feet  water  to  run  over  the  flats  and  for  passing  through 
Pass  San  Luis  into  West  Bay  for  burning  the  bridge.  All  the  steam¬ 
boats  but  one  have  been  absent  from  the  bay  for  a  week.  I  can’t  sur¬ 
mise  the  cause  of  it,  unless  they  are  engaged  transporting  supplies  up 
the  Trinity  for  their  army.  I  believe  also  that  the  Rio  Grande  is 
without  a  soldier  on  it,  and  that  it  may  be  occupied  now  without 
resistance. 

Yours,  very  cordially, 

II.  H.  Bell. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


*One  enclosure  found. 
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Order  of  Rear- Admired  Farragut ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Woolsey , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  naval  forces  at  Donaldsonville. 

Flagship  of  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

New  Orleans ,  June  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  no  instructions  to  give  you,  except  to  remain  where  you 
are.  Be  vigilant  and  watchful  of  the  enemy’s  movements;  they  have 
taken  Berwick  Bay  and  are  marching  upon  New  Orleans  in  force.  I 
shall  remain  here  to  receive  them. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  at  Donaldsonville. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  Military  Office, 

New  Orleans ,  June  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  The  following  is  a  copy  of  message  just  received  from 
South  West  Pass: 


On  arrival  at  Atchafalaya  Bay,  met  gunboat  Hollyhock  and  U.  S.  transport  Kepper. 
They  report  the  surprise  and  capture  of  Brashear  City,  morning  of  the  23d,  at  5  a.  m., 
by  rebel  forces.  The  attack  was  made  by  10  more  artillery  from  Berwick  Bay,  and 
a  rebel  force  which  effected  a  landing  on  the  north  side  of  the  island;  came  across 
Flat  Lake  on  rafts. 

Nothing  was  saved.  The  provost-marshal  and  a  few  only  escaped  who  were  on 
board. 

W.  H.  Talbot, 

U.  S.  Transport  Saint  Mary's. 

Colonel  S.  B.  Holabird,  U.  S.  Army, 

Quartermaster. 


Respectfully,  yours, 
Brigadier-General  Emory. 


H.  Stouder,  Operator. 


[Telegram.] 


Before  Port  Hudson,  June  2f  1863. 
Your  telegram  just  received.  Can  you  not  send  the  gunboat  to 
Brashear  City  and  prevent  their  crossing  guns?  Why  is  Cahill  unable 
to  fall  back? 


Brigadier-General  Emory. 


N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

New  Orleans ,  June  1863. 

Direct  Captain  Watters  to  drop  down  the  river  after  daylight  to  the 
Red  Church  Landing,  in  front  of  Boutte  Station,  on  the  New  Orleans 
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and  Opelousas  Railroad,  and  watch  there  for  the  enemy,  who  may  try 
to  get  over  by  a  road  running  from  the  Mississippi  River  to  Boutt'e 
Station. 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  [M.  B.]  Woolsey, 

U.  8.  iS.  Princess  Royal. 


[Telegram.] 


Headquarters  .Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

June  2j,  1863 — ll:30p.  m. 

Admiral  Farragut  has  repeatedly  informed  me  he  can  send  no  gun¬ 
boat.  The  one  there,  unable  to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing,  retreated 
and  is  now  on  its  way  here.  The  chances  are  that  Cahill  may  get 
here.  *  *  * 


Lieutenant-Colonel  Irwin. 


W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding . 


Order  of  Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  8.  Army ,  to  Brigadier- General 
Emory ,  U.  8.  Army ,  regarding  measures  for  the  defense  of  New 
Orleans. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  June  25, 1863. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  is  received.  I  have  ordered  transportation  here, 
and  will  hold  one  brigade  in  readiness  to  move  at  call  to  your  sup¬ 
port.  Two  gunboats  should  be  at  once  sent  to  Berwick  Bay  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  planting  the  heavy  guns  in  the  forts  that 
protect  the  approaches  to  the  bay  from  the  Gulf.  Brashear  can  be 
defended  only  by  the  navy.  It  is  incredible  that  the  gunboats  should 
have  allowed  such  a  force  as  you  described  to  cross  without  notice,  or 
that  the  Hollyhock  should  have  left  without  taking  off  the  garrison. 
W e  only  want  three  days  more  here. 

Very  respectfully,  }rour  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Brigadier-General  W.  H.  Emory,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-  General  Emory ,  TJ.  8.  Army ,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Farragut,  U.  8.  Navy,  forwarding  request  from  Major-General 
Banks  for  two  gunboats. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

June  25,  1863. 

General  Banks  directs  me  to  apply  for  two  gunboats  to  go  round  to 
Brashear,  uto  prevent  the  enemy  putting  the  guns  in  the  forts  that 
protect  the  approaches  to  the  bay  from  the  Gulf.” 
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After  your  telling  me  a  few  days  ago  that  }7ou  had  none  of  the  right 
draft  to  send  round  there,  I  should  not  now  make  the  application, 
excepting  that  I  am  directed  to  do  so. 

It  is  also  proper  to  state  that  the  general’s  directions  to  me  were 
without  any  knowledge  of  what  you  had  previously  told  me  on  the 
subject. 

1  herewith  send  enclosed  some  information  *  left  at  my  office  by  the 
Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Flanders,  the  member  of  Congress  from  this  district. 

1  am,  admiral,  with  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding . 

Admiral  Farragut. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-  General  Emory ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Rear-Admiral 

Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  suggesting  an  expedition  against  smugglers  on 

Lake  Salvador. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

J 'ine  25,  1863. 

There  is  a  nest  of  smugglers  on  Lake  Salvador,  or  Ouacha,  which 
communicates  with  this  by  the  Bayou  des  Families.  If  you  could 
spare  one  or  two  launches  to  send  in  there,  the}’  would  make  a  rich 
haul  and  do  the  Government  much  service. 

These  smugglers  are  now  in  direct  communication  with  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  etc., 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding . 

Admiral  Farragut. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  II.  S.  Navy ,  acknowledging 
confidential  dispatch  from  the  Department . 


No.  106.]  Flagship  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  June  25,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  June  3, 
1863,  marked  confidential.  I  shall  continue  to  blockade  the  port  of 
Mobile,  but  as  to  Admiral  Buchanan’s  preparations,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  fathom  them.  1  have  no  apprehension  of  the  ironclads  on  the 
sea,  and,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  they  are  more  effective  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  than  at  close  quarters.  If  we  can  once  get  them  outside  of  the 
bar,  1  think  the  blockaders  will  render  a  good  account  of  them,  unless 
they  are  different  from  any  I  have  seen.  The  Fssex,  under  Commander 
C.  II.  B.  Caldwell,  has  rendered  excellent  service,  but  even  at  the 
distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  the  enemy  has  frequently  penetrated  her 
casemates. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
Your  obedient  servant, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


*  Not  found. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Bell , 

U.  S.  Navy ,  reporting  the  capture  of  Brashear  City  l>y  the  enemy 

and  their  approach  to  New  Orleans. 

Flagship  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  June  25,  1863. 

Commodore:  We  are  beginning-  to  understand  your  letter  about 
Magruder  sending  all  the  troops  out  of  Texas.  They  are  now  at  the 
end  of  the  railroad  and  have  captured  Brashear  City  in  a  force  some 
8,000  or  10,000.  A  part  of  the  force  came  on  the  Mississippi  opposite 
Port  Hudson.  Our  people  whipped  them  at  La  Fourche,  killed  50 
and  wounded  250,  but  Mouton  crossed  over  and  took  Brashear  City 
while  our  boat  was  looking  for  cotton  and  landing  some  soldiers.  She 
had  shelled  them  all  around  before  then  until  the}7  returned  to  Bra¬ 
shear,  where  they  crossed  the  Atchafalaya  and  took  them  in  the  rear, 
and  the  fort  surrendered.  They  are  now  marching  upon  this  city,  and 
we  are  expecting  to  have  a  lively  time.  I  followed  the  party  down  the 
river  and  prevented  them  from  attacking  Donaldsonville,  and  so  they 
continued  on  down  to  meet  Mouton  at  Brashear.  I  did  think  of  send¬ 
ing  for  you,  but  I  think  we  have  enough  here  at  present.  I  have  the 
Portsmouth ,  Pensacola ,  Monongahela ,  and  several  smaller  vessels.  I 
have  the  Tennessee  for  my  “vedette  vessel,”  and  will  try  to  make  my¬ 
self  a  little  comfortable  on  board  of  her.  The  idea  is  that  the  moment 
the  rebel  army  arrives  opposite  New  Orleans  the  rebels  in  the  city  will 
rise  and  seize  the  arms  and  public  stores  in  the  city  and  go  ahead. 
We  will  forget  our  humanity  in  such  a  case,  and  therefore  I  trust  it 
will  not  occur.  1  am  disposing  of  everything  now  for  the  attack.  The 
whole  object  of  the  enemy  is  to  divert  Banks  from  Port  Hudson.  That 
siege  goes  on  slowly,  but,  I  trust,  surely.  I  wish  to  go  back  there; 
but  it  is  impossible,  for  New  Orleans  would  be  gone,  and  I  must  go 
with  it. 

The  New  London  or  some  other  boat  will  be  sent  you  in  a  few  days, 
so  that  you  will  be  able  to  send  the  worst  of  your  gunboats  to  this 
place  or  Pensacola  or  Ship  Island  for  repairs.  Use  your  own  judgment. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  time, 

I  remain,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

D.  Cl.  Farragut, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

\ 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  on  the  Coast  of  Texas. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commodore  Bell , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  acknowledging  rejaort  regarding  affairs  in  Texas. 

New  Orleans,  June  25,  1863. 

Sir:  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
dispatch  of  the  2d  instant,  giving  an  account  of  your  visit  to  Brazos 
Santiago  and  the  Rio  Grande,  and  of  your  operations  against  the  enemy. 
A  copy  of  your  dispatch,  together  with  extracts  from  your  private  let¬ 
ter,  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Department. 

1  have  ordered  the«brig  Bohio  to  report  to  you  for  the  blockade. 
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You  will  keep  a  vessel  constantly  in  the  vicinity  of  Brazos  Santiago 
and  the  Rio  Grande,  so  as  to  prevent  depredations  on  our  commerce 
and  to  give  protection  to  our  consul  and  Union  refugees  in  Matamoras. 
Very  respectfully, 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Rear-Admiral. 


Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Texas  Blockade. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Nary ,  to  Captain  Alden , 
U.  S.  Nary ,  regarding  preparations  for  an  attack  of  the  enemy  'upon 
New  Orleans. 

New  Orleans,  June  25,  1863. 

Dear  Captain:  I  received  yours  of  the  23d  to-day.  Regret  to  find 
that  the  army  has  not  opened  upon  the  enemy  from  the  new  battery. 
I  am  always  hopeful,  but  expect  little.  The  enemy  is  moving  a  large 
army  from  Texas  to  attack  Berwick  Ba}7  and  New  Orleans.  I  am  all 
ready  for  them.  I  have  the  Pensacola ,  Portsmouth,  Monongahela , 
New  London,  Calhoun,  and  the  store  vessels  all  well  armed.  It  is  sup¬ 
posed  that  when  the  enemy  appears  opposite  thecit}T,  the  rebels  in  the 
city  will  rise  and  try  and  take  the  city  and  our  stores.  I  have  removed  all 
arms  and  put  the  guns  anywhere  I  can  in  the  vessels  and  am  nowreadju 
The  Portsmouth  arrived  this  morning  and  lies  well  up  to  shell  the  rail¬ 
road  and  city  if  need  be. 

******* 


The  enemy  have  taken  Berwick  City,  and  are  moving  slowly  this 
Way,  but  our  troops  repulsed  them  three  times  with  loss,  and  they  had 
nearly  two  to  one  of  our  people.  They  must  be  a  different  breed  of 
dogs  from  those  up  your  way. 

I  intended  that  the  Monongahela  should  have  left  this  morning.  I 
ordered  Read  to  report  to  you,  but  now  she  will  not  go  until  this  fuss 
is  over.  Keep  up  your  spirits  and  keep  the  soldiers  up  to  the  mark. 

Yours,  truly, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 


Rear-Admiral. 


Captain  James  Alden. 


P.  S. — Jenkins  has  been  quite  sick  the  last  two  days,  and  is  by  no 
means  well  yet.  Paine,  you  know,  lost  his  leg.  Colonel  Smith,  of  the 
Zouaves,  is  dead.  Sherman  is  doing  well. 


D.  G.  F. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Lewis,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  is.  Ltasca,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Sea  Drift. ' 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Itasca, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  June  25,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  22d  instant,  while  cruis¬ 
ing  about  the  coast  of  Matagorda  Island,  Tex.,  piade  a  sail  to  the  east¬ 
ward.  Ran  for  her,  and  upon  coming  up  found  her  to  be  a  schooner 
with  English  colors  flying.  Lowered  a  boat  and  boarded  her.  She 
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purported,  from  her  papers  and  master,  to  be  the  English  schooner 
Sea  Drift ,  from  Havana,  bound  for  Matamoras,  but  upon  her  master 
not  being  able  to  give  me  a  satisfactory  explanation  how  he  got  into 
such  a  suspicious  vicinity  (being  at  the  time  of  boarding  her  about  15 
miles  only  S.  by  W.  of  Pass  Cavallo  light-house,  the  entrance  to  the 
port  of  Matagorda,  Tex.),  further  than  he  had  not  had  an  observation 
for  a  week  or  so,  and  coupled  with  the  fact,  also,  of  his  having  lead, 
quinine,  calomel,  caps,  powder,  etc.,  I  took  possession  and  put  on  board 
a  prize  crew  and  master.  His  papers  were  also  deficient  from  his  not 
having  his  sea  brief  or  letter  of  instructions  from  his  owners,  having 
stated  that  he  left  it  accidentally,  and  no  log  book  to  exhibit  to  show 
his  run  from  day  to  day,  and  I  therefore  dispatched  him  from  this  port 
for  adjudication  before  the  prize  court  at  Key  West. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robt.  F.  R.  Lewis, 

Lieutenant -  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Davy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Davy,  to  IJeutenant- Commander 
Henry ,  U  S.  Davy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Sciota,  to  cruise  for  the 
interception  of  contraband  trade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  June  25,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Sciota  to  Brazos  Santiago  and  stop  the 
trade  through  that  inlet,  where  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras  repre¬ 
sented  vessels  as  frequently  going  in  and  out,  some  of  them  lightering 
contraband  of  war — arms,  munitions,  military  clothing,  etc. — from  the 
Rio  Grande,  which  the  French  have  stopped  in  that  direction.  Y7ou 
will  look  carefully  after  one  or  more  privateer  schooners  which  have 
been  reported  as  going  out  from  Brazos,  and  you  will  also  extend  your 
visits  and  observations  to  the  Rio  Grande,  where  there  is  an  extensive 
trade  in  contraband,  and  which  it  is  desirable  to  break  up,  as  far  as 
may  be  in  your  power.  I  would  suggest  your  anchoring  always  on 
the  United  States  side  of  the  boundary  line,  which  by  treaty  with 
Mexico,  1848,  is  defined  as  “commencing  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  3 
leagues  from  the  land,  opposite  the  mouth  of  its  deepest  branch,  if  it 
should  have  more  than  one  mouth  emptying  directly  into  the  sea, 
thence  up  the  middle  of  the  river,  following  the  deepest  channel.” 
You  will  return  to  this  blockade  by  the  9th  July,  instant,  looking  into 
the  intermediate  inlets,  viz,  Corpus  Christi,  Aransas,  Pass  Cavallo, 
Velasco,  San  Luis,  and  report  the  number  of  vessels  you  may  see 
inside  of  them. 

You  are  requested  to  economize  your  coal.  You  will  firmly  exercise 
the  belligerent  right  of  visitation  and  search  for  contraband  of  war, 
being  governed  by  the  circular  from  the  Navy  Department  dated 
August  18,  1862. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Sciota ,  off  Galveston. 
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Order  of  Bear- Admired  Farragut ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  Jouett ,  /7.  a?.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  B.  B.  Cuyler ,  to 
proceed  to  Ph  iladelphia  for  repairs  to  that  vessel. 

New  Orleans,  June  25,  1863. 

Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  proceed  to  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  touching  at  Pensacola  navy  yard  for  coal,  etc.  You  will  report 
the  arrival  of  your  vessel  for  repairs,  in  person,  to  the  commander  of 
the  Philadelphia  naval  station,  and  in  writing  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary  of  the  Navy. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  during  the  short  period  you 
have  commanded  the  Cuyler  you  have  shown  yourself  very  zealous 
and  have  performed  your  duty  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

I  shall  he  very  happy  to  have  both  you  and  your  vessel  return 
speedily  to  my  squadron. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jas.  E.  Jouett, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  B.  B.  Cuyler,  Mobile  Blockade. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Henry,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Sciota,  to  investigate 
conditions  at  Tampico ,  Mexico. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Gcdveston,  June  36,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  directly  to  Tampico  Bar  and  communicate 
with  Mr.  Chase,  U.  S.  consul,  in  reference  to  the  interests  of  our 
country  in  that  quarter,  and  you  will  please  endeavor  to  ascertain  what 
number  of  vessels  have  entered  that  port  since  January  1  from  the 
Texan  ports,  and  also  the  nature  of  their  cargoes  both  inward  and 
outward  bound. 

After  having  conferred  with  the  consul  yTou  will  then  proceed  to  the 
Rio  Grande  to  look  after  affairs  there,  in  compliance  with  former 
instructions,  returning  to  this  anchorage  by  the  12th  July. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  VV.  Henry, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Sciota,  off  Galveston. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Marchand, 
U.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging  receipt  of  report  of  capture  of  blockade 
monners  Planter  and  Neptune. 

New  Orleans,  June  26,  1863. 

Sir:  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
dispatches  of  the  14th  and  15th  instant,  detailing  the  capture  of  the 
blockade  runners  Planter  and  Neptune.  You  will  be  pleased  to  forward 
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to  the  Navy  Department  your  prize  lists,  paying  particular  attention 
to  General  Orders,  No.  12. 

Very  respectfully, 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  J.  B.  Marchand, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Lackawanna. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Gillis , 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  send  prizes  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication. 

New  Orleans,  June  2 6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  order  hither  the  steamers  Planter  and 
Neptune  if  they  have  not  already  been  sent  to  Key  West. 

Hereafter  all  vessels  captured  by  my  squadron  are  to  be  sent  to  New 
Orleans  for  adjudication. 

Very  respectfully, 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  J.  P.  Gillis, 

Senior  Naval  Office)'  off  Mobile  Bay. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  vessels  to  the  North  for  repairs. 

No.  109.]  New  Orleans,  June  26,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  Department  I  have 
ordered  the  R.  R.  Cuyler  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia  and  the  Pembina 
to  New  York  for  repairs.  The  Kensington  sailed  for  New  York  on 
the  21th  instant;  she  requires  extensive  repairs,  and  her  boilers  are  too 
large  to  be  sent  out  to  her.  1  hope  that  the  Department  will  soon 
return  to  me  or  replace  these  vessels. 

Very  respectful^,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-  A  dmira  l. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  restricting  trade  with  Matarnoras. 

No.  108.]  New  Orleans,  June  26,  1863. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  9th  instant,  I  have  to  refer 
you  to  my  dispatch,  No.  105,  and  the  enclosures  accompanying  the 
same,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  Commodore  Bell  has  visited  the 
Kio  Grande  and  Brazos  Santiago,  made  several  captures,  and  did  all 
he  could.  My  reason  for  not  keeping  a  vessel  of  war  there  is  owing 
to  the  embarrassment  of  the  officer  in  doing  anything  in  the  way  of 
obstructing  trade  while  vessels  are  being  cleared  for  Matarnoras  from 
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all  the  Northern  ports,  making  it  impossible  for  me  to  interfere  with 
the  introduction  of  foreign  cargoes,  although  I  may  be  perfectly  con¬ 
vinced  of  their  being  intended  for  Texas,  and  every  vessel  captured 
would  only  involve  litigation.  I  will,  however,  endeavor  to  keep  a 
vessel  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  Texans  from  doing  anything 
wrong,  and  1  hope  to  break  up  the  marauding  from  Brazos  Santiago. 
I  have  given  orders  to  Commodore  Bell  to  that  effect  some  time  since. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  additional 
light-draft  vessels  for  his  command. 


No.  113.]  New  Orleans,  June  26,  1863. 

Sir:  I  would  again  urge  upon  the  Department  the  necessity  for 
sending  me  a  few  light-draft  vessels  of  from  3  to  6  feet,  fitted  with 
boiler  iron  for  the  protection  of  the  crew  and  armed  with  a  30-pounder 
riffe  and  two  24-pounder  howitzers,  and  when  they  arrive  here,  if 
they  can  bear  more  armament,  I  will  put  on  them  32s  of  33  hundred¬ 
weight.  The  water  is  very  low,  and  I  have  not  a  vessel  to  send  to 
Berwick  Bay;  the  Hollyhock  was  the  only  vessel  I  could  send  there, 
and  she  dragged  coming  out  over  the  bar.  Had  1  had  another  vessel 
I  could  have  saved  Brashear  City^,  but  the  capture  of  the  place  wras 
owing  to  the  want  of  proper  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  army,  as  far 
as  I  can  learn,  for  it  was  a  perfect  surprise,  although  they  had  been 
firing  and  fighting  for  a  da}r  or  two  previous  to  capture. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of.  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Hill,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  hark  W.  G.  Anderson. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  June  26,  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  in  the  W.  G.  Anderson  under  your  command  to  block¬ 
ade  the  ports  of  Aransas  and  Corpus  Christi,  frequently  extending 
your  observations  to  Pass  Cavallo. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Hill, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Bark  W.  G.  Anderson,  off  Galveston. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  forwarding  considar  dispatches. 

Navy  Department,  June  26,  1863. 
Sir:  1  transmit  herewith  extracts  from  consular  dispatches  relative 
to  suspicious  vessels;  also  photographs  of  the  steamer  Gibraltar 
formerly  Sumter. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

June  26,  1863. 

Admiral  Farragut  informs  me  now,  as  he  did  before,  that  he  has  no 
gunboats  of  the  proper  draft  to  send  round  to  Brashear. 

The  Hollyhock  has  returned.  The  captain  reports  that  the  enemy 
crossed  to  Brashear  on  rafts  in  the  night,  landing  on  Flat  Island. 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding . 

Major-General  Banks. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movements  of 
vessels  in  Texan  and  Mexican  waters. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  June  27,  1863. 

Sir:  I  dispatched  last  night  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Sciota ,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  E.  W.  Henry,  to  Tampico  Bar  to  communicate  with  Mr. 
Chase,  U.  S.  consul  at  that  port,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the 
21st  instant.  Thence  she  will  proceed  to  the  Rio  Grande  and  Brazos 
Santiago  to  look  after  the  blockade  in  those  parts  and  then  return  to 
this  anchorage. 

The  gunboat  Itasca,  Lieutenant-Commander  R.  F.  R.  Lewis,  returned 
from  those  two  last-named  ports  on  the  21th,  after  a  short  but  suc¬ 
cessful  cruise,  on.  which  he  captured  two  schooners  and  chased  ashore 
and  burned  two  schooners  and  three  surfboats.  Lieutenant-Comman¬ 
der  Lewis’s  report  of  his  cruise  (marked  No.  1)  is  herewith  enclosed. 

The  schooner  Rachel  Seaman  is  off  PassCavallo,  but  is  quite  useless, 
her  centerboard  having  been  carried  away,  her  sailing  qualities  much 
impaired,  and  sails  quite  worn-out. 

The  bark  W.  G.  Anderson  arrived  last  night  from  New  Orleans  and 
proceeded  this  morning  to  resume  the  blockade  of  Aransas  and  Corpus 
Christi. 

The  Owasco,  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  Madigan,  jr. ,  and  Cayuga, 
Lieutenant- Commander  William  H.  Dana,  are  off  Sabine.  The  rest 
of  the  gunboats  are  here. 
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The  Itasca  returned  from  down  the  coast  leaking  so  alarmingly  in  a 
seaway  moderately  rough,  and  her  engines  working  so  badly  as  to 
determine  me  to  send  her  to  the  river,  where  I  think  she  may  do  good 
service,  although  entirely  unfit  for  the  sea.  1  shall  try  to  keep  her 
until  the  appearance  of  the  New  London. 

Coal  bark  N.  Boynton  arrived  to-day  with  450  tons,  and  the  schooner 
Ellen  P.  Stewart  will  be  discharged  as  soon  as  the  sea  smooths  down 
a  little. 

-  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Fa'rragut ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  advising  the  enlistment  of  contrabands. 

Navy  Department,  June  %7,  1863. 

Sir:  The  following  paragraph  appears  in  the  papers: 

The  Department  has  now  on  hand  in  the  vicinity  of  Brashear  City  7,000  to  8,000 
negroes,  feeding  at  the  expense  of  the  Government. 

If  this  be  true,  and  there  are  among  them  able-bodied  men,  can  you 
not  enlist  some  of  them  for  the  naval  service.  In  addition  to  those 
needed  in  our  squadron  on  the  coast  to  supply  present  wants,  the 
Department  would  like  to  have  about  200  to  send  to  the  Pacific. 

Verj^  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  ,  Ne?o  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Messrs.  Brott, 
Davis  <&  Shons ,  regarding  order's  for  the  protection  of  Union  prop¬ 
erty  from,  Mobile. 

New  Orleans,  June  J7,  [1863\.  * 
Gentlemen:  In  reply  to  your  interrogatory  as  to  the  instructions 
given  bjr  me  to  my  commander  of  the  Mobile  blockade,  I  have  to  quote 
as  follows: 

Should  any  vessel  come  out  of  Mobile  and  deliver  itself  up  as  the  property  of  a 
Union  man  desiring  to  go  to  New  Orleans,  take  possession  and  send  it  in  to*  New 
Orleans  for  an  investigation  of  the  facts;  and  if  it  is  shown  to  be  as  represented,  the 
vessel  will  be  considered  a  legal  trader  under  the  general  order  permitting  all  cotton 
and  other  produce  to  come  to  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully, 


Messrs.  Brott,  Davis  &  Shons. 


[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Rea?’- Admiral. 
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Naval  operations  in  defense  of  Donaldsonville ,  June  27  to  July  12, 1863. 

Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Read,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela. 

New  Orleans,  June  27,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  at  daylight  to-morrow  to  Donaldsonville  and 
you  will  remain  there  with  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Monongahela  under 
your  command  until  you  consider  the  town  as  safe  from  any  attack,  or 
the  attacks  repulsed  and  the  enemy  driven  off,  when  you  will  return 
hither. 

Both  on  your  way  up  and  down  you  will  keep  a  good  lookout  for 
the  enemy,  shelling  him  whenever  encountered. 

The  enemy  are  now  threatening  Donaldsonville. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  Abner  Read, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Mono7igahela. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  27, 1863. 

I  have  just  received  the  following  telegram  from  commanding  officer 
at  Donaldsonville,  Major  Porter.  I  can  not  say  which  is  the  real 
point  of  intended  attack,  this  or  Donaldsonville.  Have  shown  this  to 
Admiral  Farragut,  who  has  sent  up  an  additional  gunboat. 

W.  Id.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding . 

Major-General  Banks. 


Order  of  Brigadier-General  Emory,  U.  S.  Army,  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Donaldson¬ 
ville,  promising  aid. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  Jane  27,  1863. 
Make  a  good  fight.  I  will  soon  send  gunboats  to  aid  you. 

By  command  of  W.  II.  Emory,  brigadier-general,  commanding: 

W.  D.  Smith, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
Commanding  Officer  at  Donaldsonville. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  D.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting 

the  services  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Essex. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson,  June  27, 1863 — 11  p.  m. 
Sir:  Donaldsonville  is  threatened  with  an  attack  from  the  rebel 
forces  under  General  Green.  I  would  request  that  the  Essex  may  be 
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sent  immediately  to  aid  in  the  defense.  The  enemy  is  understood  to 
have  no  other  artillery  than  light  fieldpieces,  6  and  12  pounders 
probably. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  F.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Fleet. 


[Signal.] 

June  28,  1863. 

The  commanding-general  requests  that  you  spare  your  tug  to  take 
ammunition  from  Springfield  Landing  to  Donaldsonville.  Please 
answer. 

Kich’d  B.  Irwin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Captain  Alden. 


[Signal.] 

June  28,  1863. 

I  sent  the  Genesee ,  a  powerful  gunboat,  at  daylight  this  morning  to 
Donaldsonville,  with  Lieutenant  Harwood  on  board. 

Alden, 

Captain. 

General  Banks. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Emory,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  reported  plan  of  the  enemy  to  cross  the  river. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  38,  1863. 

I  understand,  from  a  man  whom  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  that  it 
is  the  plan  of  the  enemy  to  cross  above  here  about  18  miles  night  after 
to-morrow  or  Tuesday  night.  His  main  force  is  to  cross  there,  while 
a  detachment  of  3,000  or  4,000  is  to  cross  4  miles  below.  I  therefore 
respectfully  suggest  that  you  direct  your  gunboats  to  have  all  the 
schooners,  sloops,  and  barges,  of  every  sort  between  here  and  Donald¬ 
sonville,  and  also  for  several  miles  below  the  town,  brought  to  this 
side  of  the  river.  If  necessary,  I  can  order  one  or  two  of  the  river 
boats  to  aid  in  the  operation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding . 

Admiral  Farragut. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  29,  1863.' 
Rebel  troops  are  reported  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  20  miles 
above  Bonnet  Carre.  Keep  a  sharp  lookout  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Admiral. 


Captain  Watters. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  repulse  of  the  enemy,  and 

transmitting  reports. 

No.  116.]  Flagship  Pensacola,  New  Orleans. ,  June  29,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  while  I  was  at  Port  Hud¬ 
son  I  received  a  dispatch  stating  that  the  rebels  were  in  force  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  river,  threatening  Plaquemine  and  Donaldsonville. 
I  started  immediately  for  the  first-named  place,  but  on  my  arrival  at 
Baton  Rouge  found  a  dispatch  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Weaver 
to  the  effect  that  the  rebels,  about  150  Texans,  had  made  a  raid  into 
Plaquemine  some  three  hours  previous  to  his  arrival  and  had  burned 
two  steamers  that  were  lying  there.  Lieutenant-Commander  Weaver 
shelled  the  place,  driving  the  enemy  out  of  the  town,  and  followed 
them  down  the  river  to  Donaldsonville,  which  place  he  reached  in 
advance  of  them.  By  dark  I  was  also  there  and  found  that  the 
Kineo  had  also  been  sent  up  by  Commodore  Morris.  The  enemy, 
finding  us  in  such  strong  force  of  gunboats,  gave  out  that  they 
would  not  attack  Donaldsonville,  but  would  go  by  the  railroad 
to  Brashear  Cit}L  I  therefore  ordered  the  Winona,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  W eaver,  to  cruise  up  and  down  the  river,  and  he,  seeing 
the  enemy  on  two  occasions,  shelled  them.  As  1  had  much  to 
attend  to  in  New  Orleans,  I  dropped  down,  placing  the  gunboats 
to  the  best  advantage  above  and  below.  Lieutenant-Commander  Wat¬ 
ters  volunteered  to  assist  the  volunteer  officer  commanding  the  fort  in 
the  drilling  of  his  men  at  great  guns.  I  paid  them  a  visit  and  gave 
them  my  advice  in  case  of  an  attack,  which  I  looked  for  sooner  or 
later.  1  left  Commander  Woolsey  in  the  Princess  Royal  in  command 
at  Donaldsonville,  ordered  the  Winona  to  Plaquemine,  and  stationed 
the  Kineo  at  a  place  below  where  the  railroad  ran  near  the  river,  dis¬ 
tant  about  23  miles  from  New  Orleans.  On  the  17th  instant  the  enemy 
reached  the  La  Fourche  Crossing  and  attacked  our  pickets,  who  re¬ 
pulsed  them,  causing  them  a  heavy  loss.  On  the  18th  they  had  a 
second  fight  and  were  again  repulsed.  On  the  23d  the  enemy,  under 
Generals  Green  and  Mouton,  attacked  and  captured  Brashear  City; 
our  force  there  was  very  small.  1  had  only  a  small  steamer  mounting 
two  12-pound  howitzers,  which  I  purchased  as  a  tug,  but  I  regret  to 
say  that  her  commander  is  not  represented  as  having  been  any  more 
vigilant  than  the  rest,  and  backed  down  the  bay.  Mr.  Ryder  says, 
however,  that  he  could  not  fire  into  the  enemy  without  firing  into  our 
own  people,  so  he  withdrew  and  retired  to  New  Orleans,  leaving 
Brashear  City  in  possession  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  27th,  Commander  Woolsey  informed  me  by  telegraph,  and 
Brigadier-General  Emory  personally,  that  General  Green,  of  Texas, 
had  notified  the  women  and  children  to  leave  Donaldsonville,  as  he 
intended  making  an  attack.  I  immediately  ordered  the  Kineo  up  to 
the  assistance  of  the  Princess  Royal ,  and  Lieutenant-Commander 
Weaver  in  the  Winooia  being  on  the  alert,  was  also  at  Donaldsonville 
in  time  to  take  part  in  the  repulsing  of  the  enemy.  I  enclose  here¬ 
with  Commander  Woolsey’s  report  of  the  affair.  At  1:20  a.  m.  of 
the  28th  the  enemy  made  the  attack  and  their  storming  party  got  into 
the  fort,  but  the  gunboats  opened  a  flanking  fire  above  and  below  the 
fort,  hurling  destruction  into  the  rebel  ranks,  and  driving  back  the 
supporting  party  so  that  they  broke  and  fled,  and  the  120  who  entered 
the  fort  were  captured.  At  4:30  a.  m.  the  rebels  (Texans)  fell  back 
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in  great  rage,  vowing  vengeance.  I  had  in  the  meantime  ordered  up 
the  Monongahela ,  Commander  Read,  and  General  Emory  first,  and 
then  General  Banks  sent  forward  reinforcements.  General  Stone  is 
now  in  command  there  and  the  place  is  perfectly  secure. 

The  prisoners  arrived  from  Donaldsonville,  number  124,  among 
which  are  1  lieutenant-colonel,  2  majors,  3  captains,  and  5  lieutenants. 
Our  forces  have  buried  69  rebel  dead  and  are  still  employed,  calculat¬ 
ing  that  there  are  about  100.  Colonel  [Joseph]  Phillips  is  among  the 
number  of  the  rebel  dead. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seci'etary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

Donaldsonville ,  La. ,  June  28,  1863. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

Shortly  after  noon  yesterday  (27th),  hearing  the  long  roll  beat  in 
the  fort,  I  sent  to  enquire  the  reason,  and  was  informed  that  the  rebels 
were  in  force  within  3  miles  of  the  post.  At  5:  30  p.  m.  a  letter  from 
the  rebel  general,  Green,  to  the  commander  of  the  post  was  brought 
on  board,  said  letter  requesting  permission  to  notify  the  women  and 
children  to  remove  3  miles  beyond  the  post  by  evening.  I  advised  the 
major  commanding  to  send  the  flag  of  truce  back  at  once  with  the  reply 
that  we  would  give  the  necessary  information.  I  immediately  saw  the 
provost-marshal  on  the  subject  and  he  circulated  the  necessary  notifi¬ 
cation.  At  7:40  p.  m.  I  got  underway  and  cleared  for  action,  finding  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  be  underway,  as  there  were  several  points  to 
be  covered,  and  the  Princess  Payed  was  the  only  vessel  here.  At  10 
minutes  a.  m.  this  morning  the  red  Coston  light  was  burned  at  the 
fort;  at  15  minutes  a.  m.  (having  anchored)  I  got  underway  again, 
steaming  ahead  slowly,  opening  the  north  side  of  the  fort.  At  1:20 
a.  m.  the  rebels  opened  fire  with  musketry  upon  the  fort.  At  1:21 
a.  m.  the  fort  opened  with  two  guns.  At  1:25  a.  m. ,  having  ascer¬ 
tained  the  position  of  the  rebels,  this  ship  commenced  the  action,  shell¬ 
ing  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  fort  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy, 
firing  a  few  IX-inch  and  30-pounder  shot  over  the  fort,  up  the  bayou, 
for  the  purpose  of  dislodging  troops  that  might  be  in  the  rear. 

Finding  that  the  rebels  were  pressing  upon  the  north  side  of  the 
fort,  I  sheered  close  in  and  kept  up  a  fire  from  all  guns  with  shrapnel 
and  IX-inch  5-second  fuzes  until  about  2  a.  m.,  when  the  smoke  became 
so  dense  that  1  could  not  see  the  lights  showing  the  position  of  the 
fort.  I  then  stood  upstream  about  200  }Tards,  continuing  the  fire  upon 
the  rebel  troops,  who  were  in  the  woods  north  of  and  at  a  distance  of 
about  400  yards  from  the  fort.  Their  position  was  indicated  by  their 
constant  yelling,  as  I  could  not  see  their  fire  for  the  smoke.  I  then 
stood  up  abreast  of  an  opening  which  I  remembered  to  be  in  the  levee, 
and  through  this,  having  reduced  the  range  to  point  blank,  I  fired 
shrapnel  from  the  30  and  24  pounders  and  grape  from  the  IX-inch, 
enfilading  the  levee.  At  2 :  30  the  enemy  opened  on  us  with  rifles.  At 
2:40  turned  and  headed  down  the  river,  fighting  all  guns  on  the  star¬ 
board  side;  the  enemy’s  rifle  opening  on  us  from  the  town,  fired  a 
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broadside  up  the  main  street  and  another  up  the  south  bank  of  the 
bayou,  then  stood  up  and  took  position  to  enfilade  the  north  side  of  the 
fort.  Here  I  opened  lire  with  30  and  24  pounder  shrapnel,  IX-inch 
grape,  and  small  arms.  This  fire  was  kept  up  until  3:30  a.  m.  The 
fire  upon  us  from  the  enemy’s  rifles  was  so  sharp  that  I  was  obliged 
several  times  to  call  the  men  to  lie  at  their  quarters.  At  about  3 : 45 
a.  m.  the  yelling  of  the  rebels  discontinued  and  the  fire  material^ 
slackened.  Shortly  after  we  heard  three  cheers  from  the  fort.  At 
4  a.  m.  the  Winona  hove  in  sight  and  immediately  opened  fire,  which 
she  continued  until  4:30  a.  m.,  when  we  ceased  firing.  The  smoke 
clearing  away,  discovered  the  American  flag  flying  over  the  fort.  We 
gave  three  cheers  and  came  to  anchor.  At  4:30  a.  m.  the  Kineo  hove 
in  sight,  coming  up  the  river,  and  at  about  5  a.  m.  anchored  near  us. 
T.his  vessel  received  no  material  injury.  One  grapeshot  passed  through 
the  upper  works,  doing  trifling  damage  on  deck;  one  grapeshot  passed 
through  the  ship’s  side  between  decks,  another  through  the  ship’s  side 
about  a  foot  above  water,  and  one  through  one  of  the  boats  on  the 
bridge.  The  hull  was  struck  in  sixteen  places  by  grapeshot.  Most  of 
the  rifle  balls  passed  above  the  men’s  heads.  Casualties  among  the 
crew  are  as  follows:  Isaac  Foster,  landsman,  killed;  Alexander  Gor¬ 
don,  captain  of  the  forecastle,  wounded  in  the  wrist  slightly;  Charles 
Preston,  seaman,  wounded  in  both  legs.  Foster  was  buried  this  after¬ 
noon  near  the  telegraph  station  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  The 
officers  and  crew  behaved  in  a  most  beautiful  manner  without  excep¬ 
tion.  I  wish  to  speak  particularly  of  Acting  Ensign  Theodore  H. 
Paine  and  the  crew  of  the  30-pounder  rifle  on  the  forecastle,  who  were 
the  most  exposed  and  worked  the  gun  lying  down,  Mr.  Paine  aiming 
and  firing  the  gun  through  a  heavy  fire  of  rifles.  During  the  forenoon 
I  received  on  board  the  Princess  Royal  for  safe-keeping  24  of  the  120 
lebel  prisoners  captured  in  the  fort,  the  others  being  distributed 
between  the  other  two  vessels.  At  12  m.  the  U.-  S.  S.  Monongahela 
arrived  from  below.  I  respectfully  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  ammu¬ 
nition  expended  and  the  surgeon’s  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


[Subenclosure.] 


•  New  Orleans,  June  30,  1863. 
Sir:  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the 
U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal,  during  an  action  at  Donaldsonville,  La.,  on 
the  morning  of  the  28th  instant,  viz: 

Killed—  Isaac  Foster,  landsman;  killed  instantly  by  rifle  ball. 

Wounded. — Charles  Preston,  seaman,  left  ankle  and  right  leg;  rifle  ball.  Alexander 
Gordon,  captain  forecastle,  ankle,  wrist. 

Total,  1  killed,  2  wounded. 

T.  K.  Chandler, 
Surgeon,  Princess  Royal. 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Foltz, 

Fleet  Surgeon  . 


Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Brigadier-General  Emory,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  military  operations. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  30,  1863. 

Colonel:  The  telegrams  sent  to  headquarters  have  faithfully  repre¬ 
sented  to  you  every  movement  made  by  our  troops  in  the  defense  of 
the  Opelousas  Railway,  Brashear  City,  and  Donaldsonville.  But  it 
may  be  proper  for  me  to  give  a  connected  history  of  events.  *  * 

In  this  connection  I  turn  with  pleasure  to  the  occurrences  which  took 
place  immediately  after  at  Donaldsonville.  On  the  27th  June  1 
received  notice  that  Donaldsonville  was  threatened.  I  ordered  the 
place  to  be  held  at  every  cost;  sent  up  reinforcements  under  Major 
Clark,  and  communicated  the  information  to  Admiral  Farragut,  who 
sent  up  an  additional  gunboat;  both  arrived  in  time.  At  half  past  1 
o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  the  enemy  made  a  furious  assault 
upon  the  little  fort,  and  continued  the  attack  till  daybreak,  when  they 
were  finally  repulsed,  losing  100  killed,  120  prisoners,  including  several 
officers  of  rank,  and  many  wounded,  of  which  we  have  no  account. 
Too  much  praise  can  not  be  given  to  Major  Bullen  and  his  command, 
as  well  as  to  the  officers  and  men  who  manned  the  gunboats  that  par¬ 
ticipated  in  repelling  the  attack.  Our  loss  was  only  16  killed  and 
wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier'-  General ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Irwin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Emory,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commodore  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy, 
requesting  cooperation  in  restricting  the  movements  of  vessels  in  the  Mississippi. 

Headquarters  Defenses  -of  New  Orleans,  July  2,  1863. 

Some  apprehensions  are  entertained  that  vessels  may  be  sent  from 
this  city  up  the  river  to  aid  the  rebels.  I  have  given  orders  that  no 
steamer  or  other  vessel  not  on  Government  service  be  allowed  to  pass 
up  the  river,  except  by  especial  authority  from  these  headquarters. 

I  have  therefore  respectfully  to  suggest,  if  you  can  conveniently  do 
so,  that  you  will  station  a  vessel  at  the  parapet,  with  orders  to  let  no 
vessel  pass,  unless  she  is  on  Government  service  or  has  a  permit  from 
these  headquarters. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  commodore,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding . 

Commodore  Morris. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Emory,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Commodore  Morris,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
advising  concentration  pf  gunboats  at  College  Point  and  Bonnet  Carrd. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  July  3,  1863. 
Our  transports  have  been  fired  into  at  College  Point  and  one  of 
them,  the  Iberville,  badly  disabled. 

I  find  it  necessary  to  send  a  dispatch  to  General  Banks.  Cau  you 
furnish  convoy  to  the  steamer  which  takes  it  as  far  as  College  Point? 
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Some  of  the  gunboats  at  Donaldsonyille  should  be  concentrated  at 
that  point  and  at  Bonnet  Carre. 

If  you  have  any  dispatches  to  send,  I  shall  be  happy  to  send  them 
by  this  boat. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Commodore  Morris. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Emory,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  the  force  of  the  enemy. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  July  h  1863. 

The  paroled  prisoners  have  come  in.  The  estimate  I  made  of  the 
strength  of  the  enemy  before  you  left  here  is  fully  confirmed.  They 
are  estimated  at  13.000,  with  numerous  artillery.  They  are  slowly  but 
steadily  advancing  on  this  place,  making  strong  fortifications  at  all  the 
passes. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  IL  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Admiral  Farragut. 


Report  of  Commander  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  note  from  Major  Bullen,  IT.  S. 

Army,  giving  information  regarding  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

Off  Donaldsonville ,  La.,  July  5,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Kineo  returned  from  College  Point  this  morning,  convoying 
the  Bailie  Robinson.  The  latter  vessel  was  tired  into  as  she  passed 
that  point.  I  have  directed  Lieutenant-Commander  Watters  to  make 
a  report.  I  sent  the  Winona  down  to  convoy  up  another  boat  which 
was  expected.  The  North  America  is  waiting  the  return  of  the  Winona 
to  convoy  her  down,  and  the  LOineo  will  convoy  the  Bailie  Robinson 
above  Doyle’s  plantation  and  return.  I  find  it  necessary  to  keep  a 
gunboat  down  about  College  Point  to  convo}^  vessels  up,  as  the  enemy 
has  a  field  battery  and  sharpshooters  there,  and  fires  upon  every  trans¬ 
port  that  passes.  We  need  all  the  force  we  can  get  there.  The  fort 
•has  been  reinforced  by  men,  but  no  more  pieces.  I  respectfully 
enclose  the  copy  of  a  note  which  I  have  just  received  from  Major 
Bullen. 

From  the  best  information  we  can  gain  from  spies,  deserters,  and 
prisoners,  the  rebel  force  is  from  15,000  to  18,000.  Major  command¬ 
ing  the  post  thinks  there  are  about  10,000.  They  are  the  united  forces 
of  Mouton,  Green,  and  Taylor. 

The  report  gives  them  20  pieces  of  artillery.  Last  night  their 
pickets  were  inside  of  ours,  and  they  were  within  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  of  the  post. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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[Enclosure.] 

H  EADQUARTERS, 

Donaldsonville ,  July  L  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  My  pickets  were  approached  by  those  of  the  enemy  last 
evening  at  about  11  o’clock.  One  of  the  enemy  was  in  advance  of  the 
rest;  my  picket  halted  him  and  ordered  him  to  surrender,  which  he 
refused  to  do,  when  my  picket  tired  on  him  and  then  retired,  sending 
me  information  of  the  transaction.  This  morning  we  found  the  man 
whom  the  picket  tired  at  last  night,  badly  wounded,  He  is  a  captain 
of  one  of  the  Texas  companies;  says  only  the  advanced  brigade 
attacked  the  fort  on  Sunday  a.  m.;  that  there  were  many  wounded; 
that  he  was  not  in  the  tight;  that  Colonel  Phillips  and  the  other  field 
officers  of  his  regiment  were  killed  or  captured. 

A  negro  man  came  in  this  morning  from  Thibodeaux;  says  there  is 
a  rebel  force  at  Thibodeaux;  that  there  are  wounded  soldiers  there; 
that  there  are  three  camps  between  Napoleonville  and  Donaldsonville; 
that  they  have  artillery;  that  they  brought  four  pieces  of  artillery 
from  Berwick  Bat7;  that  they  are  repairing  the  railroad  to  La  Fourche 
Crossing;  that  he  heard  them  talking  about  going  to  New  Orleans; 
that  some  of  them  left  Napoleonville  Thursday,  and  said  they  were 
coming  to  Donaldsonville  to  take  the  fort.  Sa}Ts  General  Mouton  is 
in  command.  The  wounded  captain  says  there  are  18,000  troops 
between  Napoleonville  and  Donaldsonville.  All  of  which  I  submit  to 
you.  My  impression  is  that  they  mean  to  try  us  once  more. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  respectful!}7, 


Captain  Woolsey. 


J.  D.  Bullen, 

Mayor ,  Commanding  Post. 


Report  of  Commander  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  tlie  murder  of  Major  Bullen,  of 
Twenty-Eighth  Regiment  Maine  Infantry. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

Below  Donaldsonville ,  Z«.,  July  6,  1863. 

Sir:  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  report  to  you  that  Major  Bullen, 
of  the  Maine  Volunteers,  and  late  commander  of  Fort  Butler,  was  mur¬ 
dered  in  cold  blood  late  last  night  by  a  private  of  the  First  Louisiana 
Volunteers.  His  body  is  now  on  board  the  Cornie  awaiting  a  convo}7 
down  to  New  Orleans. 

The  murderer  is  in  double  irons,  under  a  guard,  on  board  this  vessel. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Hudson. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Emory,  U.  S.  Army, 
referring  to  the  situation  of  the  enemy. 

Flagship  Tennessee, 

Port  Hudson ,  July  5, 1863. 

Dear  General:  Your  note  is  duly  received.  I  understand  the  pkiy 
of  the  rebels,  and  think  we  can  foil  them.  I  have  ample  force  on 
the  river  to  keep  them  in  check.  They  are  on  the  west  bank,  from 
Donaldsonville  down  about  12  or  15  miles,  and  a  picket  of  200  or  300 
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extending'  down  as  far  as  Bonnet  Carre.  Watters  shelled  them  the 
other  nig-ht  as  I  came  up.  I  have  two  boats  at  Donaldsonville  and  one 
below  to  convoy  the  transports. 

The  Quartermaster-General  ought  to  be  very  particular  in  the  cap¬ 
tains  of  his  steamers,  as  a  rebel  will  run  in  and  surrender  if  he  has  half 
a  chance. 


I  had  a  long  letter  from  Porter  to-day  by  the  Arizona.  He  says  it 
is  reported  that  Vicksburg  will  surrender  to-day.  They  had  pride  in 
not  surrendering  until  after  the  Fourth  of  July. 

1  shall  go  to  see  General  Banks  to-morrow.  You  have  plenty  of 
force  at  New  Orleans — two  sloops  of  war  and  three  or  four  other  ves¬ 
sels  there,  whose  guns  are  as  good  as  ever,  and,  even  if  their  steam  is 
not  available,  they  can  shell  the  city. 

It  is  most  important  to  have  the  gunboats  watch  the  rebels  on  the 
river. 

Porter  writes  me  that  they  are  playing  the  same  game  with  him  in 
trying  to  cut  off  supplies.  They  are  2,000  or  3,000  strong  up  there. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Brigadier-General  Emory, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces ,  New  Or  learns. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

acknowledging  naval  cooperation. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson ,  la. ,  July  5,  1863. 

Your  letter  of  July  2  I  received  at  5  o’clock  last  evening.  It  had 
been  delayed  by  some  mischance  upon  its  way  hither.  A  subsequent 
letter  relating  to  the  same  subject  was  received  and  has  been  answered. 

The  result  at  Donaldsonville  was  very  gratifying,  and  I  feel  greatly 
indebted  to  the  officers  of  the  Navy  for  the  assistance  they  gave  and 
the  distinguished  part  they  played  in  this  most  creditable  affair. 
General  Emory  writes  me,  July  3,  that  the  rebels  have  fired  upon  our 
transports  from  a  point  some  few  miles  below  Donaldsonville.  They 
have  disabled  the  Iberville ,  which  was  towed  back  to  New  Orleans, 
and  put  some  shots  through  one  or  two  other  vessels.  I  desire  you, 
if  possible,  to  patrol  the  river  with  the  gunboats,  so  that  our  commu¬ 
nication  may  be  kept  open  for  a  few  days  longer.  This  is  very 
important.  General  Emory  is  much  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  New 
Orleans,  but  I  can  not  think  the  city  is  in  any  danger.  It  is  impossi¬ 
ble  for  me  just  now  to  send  him  the  reinforcements  he  required,  but, 
although  their  movements  will  occasion  some  inconvenience,  I  am 
quite  satisfied  that  there  is  no  imminent  peril. 

We  have  no  news  from  Grant.  Affairs  in  the  North  are  becoming 
interesting. 

We  are  progressing  favorably,  but  not  as  rapidly  as  I  could  wish, 
with  our  movements  here.  Three  or  four  days  more  will  bring  our 
affairs  to  a  successful  issue.  I  shall  be  delighted  to  see  you  again. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding ,  etc. 
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Report  of  Brigadier-General  Emory,  IT.  S.  Army,  requesting  immediate  reinforcement. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans ,  July  3,  1863. 

General:  The  time  has  come  when  I  think  it  imperatively  neces¬ 
sary  that  you  send  me  reinforcements. 

The  enemy  are  in  force  at  Bayou  des  Allemands,  on  the  Vacherie 
road,  and  at  Whitehall  Sawmill.  The  Iberville  has  been  fired  into  and 
is  now  coming  down  in  tow  of  the  Sallie  Robinson. 

I  do  not  think  you  have  one  minute  to  lose  in  sending  reinforcements. 
Transports  will  have  to  be  convoyed  by  gunboats.  The  enemy  have 
sent  a  flag  of  truce  from  Bayou  des  Allemands,  saying  they  have 
1,200  prisoners  they  wish  to  deliver.  Where  they  came  from  I  do  not 
know.  They  have  already  sent  in  50  by  the  way  of  the  fort  at  Don- 
aldsonville.  These  men  have  used  such  seditious  language  that  the 
commanding  officer  at  the  United  States  barracks  has  been  obliged  to 
put  them  in  confinement. 

The  navy  is  all  above,  except  the  Pensacola  and  Portsmouth ,  and  the 
New  London ,  which  is  about  being  completed  and  sent  to  Texas. 

Just  as  I  finished  the  above,  the  Zephyr ,  with  my  aid-de-camp, 
Lieutenant  [J.  C.  ?]  French,  returning  from  Donaldsonville,  where  I 
was  compelled  to  send  reinforcements,  has  also  been  fired  into, 
receiving  two  solid  shot.  As  I  before  informed  you,  the  attempt  to 
raise  a  force  here  is  a  failure. 

The  enemy’s  plan  is  to  cut  your  communication  and  then  march  on 
this  city. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Major-General  Banks, 

Commanding  Nineteenth  Army  Corps. 


[Telegram.] 

New  Orleans,  July  6 ,  1863. 

Send  at  once,  by  any  steamer  now  at  Donaldsonville,  notice  to 
General  Banks  and  Admiral  Farragut  that  the  enemy  are  advancing  in 
force  on  you  from  both  directions. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Emory. 

Frank  W.  Loring, 

Aid-de-  Camp. 

Commanding  Officer,  [ Donaldsonville ,  La.]. 


Letter  from  the  Post  Adjutant  at  Donaldsonville,  to  Commander  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  rumored  intention  of  the  enemy  to  divert  the  gunboats  from  that  place. 

Headquarters,  Fort  Butler, 

Donaldsonville ,  July  6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Accompanying  this  communication  are  two  colored  boys  who 
report  that  they  were  taken  prisoners  at  Berwick  Bay  by  the  Con¬ 
federate  force  at  that  place.  They  left  the  rebel  camp  7  miles  down 
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the  coast,  at  Madame  Winchester’s  plantation,  last  evening  at  8  o’clock. 
They  state  the  force  there  to  be  about  10,000,  under  command  of 
Colonel  [W.  P.]  Lane,  with  eight  rifles  and  two  smoothbores;  that  their 
object  is  to  cause  a  diversion  of  the  gunboats  from  this  post  down  the 
river,  in  order  to  make  a  raid  on  the  fort,  with  the  intention  of  cap¬ 
turing  it.  It  is  Colonel  Hadlock’s  wish  that  you  receive  them  and 
proceed  down  the  river  to  the  point  designated  and  give  them  a  shell 
or  two;  at  the  same  time  to  convoy  the  steamer  Cornie  down  below 
the  point  mentioned,  with  the  remains  of  Major  Bullen  on  board. 
The  two  colored  boys  are  desirous  of  joining  the  Twenty-first  Indiana 
Battery,  now  stationed  at  New  Orleans,  and  Colonel  Iladlock  requests 
that  you  would  exercise  your  own  judgment  in  regal’d  to  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Kemble  Oliver, 
Lieutenant  and  Post  Adjutant. 

Commander  Woolsey, 

Gunboat  Princess  Royal. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  view 
of  the  departure  of  the  former  for  Donaldsonville. 

July  7,  1863. 

Commander  Macomb:  I  am  going  down  the  river  as  far  as  Donald¬ 
sonville,  or  perhaps  as  low  as  College  Point,  to  see  what  are  the 
obstructions;  in  fact,  they  appear  to  have  such  a  stampede  on  them  at 
New  Orleans  that  I  may  go  down  there. 

So  look  out  for  the  vessels  here. 

Yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-  Adm  iral. 


•Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  1J.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  announcing  the  death 

of  Commander  Abner  Read,  U.  S.  Navy. 

No.  127.  j 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  duly  ® 8 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  the  report  of  Captain 
T.  A.  Jenkins  of  an  engagement  with  rebel  batteries  situated  about  12 
miles  below  Donaldsonville,  which  deprived  the  service  of  one  of  its 
bravest  officers,  Commander  Abner  Read,  who  died  in  the  hospital  at 
Baton  Rouge  from  the  effect  of  his  wounds  on  the  12th  instant. 

Commander  Read  was  one  of  the  most  gallant  and  enterprising  offi¬ 
cers  in  my  squadron,  and  the  very  mention  of  his  name  was  a  source  of 
terror  to  the  rebels.  “The  country  could  well  have  spared  a  better 
man.” 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Monongahela,  July  7,  I860. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  3d  instant  I  came  on  board 
of  this  vessel,  with  the  sanction  of  Commodore  H.  W.  Morris,  for 
passage  to  Port  Hudson. 

It  is  my  painful  duty  to  have  to  report  that  Commander  Abner  Read, 
in  command  of  this  vessel,  received,  about  9  a.  m.  to-day,. two  dan¬ 
gerous  wounds  while  gallantly  engaging  the  rebel  field  batteries  behind 
the  levee,  about  12  miles  below  Donaldsonville. 

Lieutenant  Dewey,  the  executive  officer  of  this  vessel,  the  other  offi¬ 
cers,  and  the  crew  displayed  an  unrivaled  coolness  and  courage  during 
the  entire  action. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Perkins,  in  command  of  the  New  London , 
fought  his  vessel  admirably. 

Very  respectfully, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain  of  the  Fleet. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Additional  report  of  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  death  of  Commander 

Abner  Read,  U.  S.  Navy. 


U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Li  slow  Port  Hudson ,  July  5,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  have  just  received  by  the  New  London  the  painful 
intelligence  of  the  decease,  about  midnight  of  last  night,  of  Com¬ 
mander  Abner  Read,  late  of  theU.  S.  S.  Monongahela.  1  am  informed 
that  he  suffered  great  pain  from  his  wounds  previous  to  his  death. 

The  service  and  country  has  lost  one  of  its  most  gallant  officers  in 
the  death  of  Commander  Read;  one,  too,  who  will  long  be  remem¬ 
bered  by  all  under  your  command  for  his  coolness,  courage,  and 
untiring  zeal,  and  for  many  gallant  acts  since  the  commencement  of 
this  rebellion.  Permit  me  to  express  the  hope  that  arrangements 
may  be  made  at  the  proper  time  for  the  transportation  of  his  remains 
to  his  famity  and  friends,  and  with  that  view  that  suitable  instructions 
be  given  to  those  in  authority  at  Baton  Rouge. 

I  am,  respectfully, 


Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 


[Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  ] 


Report  of  Fleet  Surgeon  Foltz,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  report  of  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S. 

Monongahela. 

New  Orleans,  July  28,  1863. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  the  official  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela  during  her  engagement  with  the 
enemy  on  the  7th  instant  below  Donaldsonville. 


1 


United  States  Steamer  Mononqahela. 
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Commander  Abner  Read,  commanding  the  Monongahela ,  died  of 
wounds  received  in  this  engagement,  on  Sunday,  the  12th  instant,  at 
the  officers’  hospital  in  Baton  Rouge. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Foltz, 

Fleet  Surgeon. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  T Vest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Monongahela, 

Mississippi  River ,  July  7,  1863. 

Sir:  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  report  the  following  casualties  on  board 
this  ship  in  the  action  to-day  with  the  rebel  artillery  and  musketry 
below  Donaldsonville: 

Wounded. — Commander  Abner  Read,*  dangerously,  by  shell  in  abdo¬ 
men  and  right  knee.  Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  severe  contusion 
of  anterior  portion  of  right  thigh;  Jacob  Huber,  landsman,  severely, 
by  shell  on  back  portion  of  right  thigh;  in  the  hospital  at  Baton  Rouge. 
Lewis  Bunker,  landsman,  severely,  musket  ball  through  right  shoulder. 
Francis  Pfromer,  landsman,  slight  contusion  by  splinter  on  back  por¬ 
tion  of  left  shoulder. 

Killed. — Patrick  Hamilton,  ordinary  seaman,  by  shell. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  Kindleberger,  Surgeon. 

Fleet  Surgeon  J.  M.  Foltz, 

New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Emory,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commodore  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  unprotected  condition  of  New  Orleans. 

Headquarters,  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans ,  July  8,  1863. 

Commodore:  I  communicated  to  you  yesterday  morning  that  the 
enemy  were  building  a  battery  on  the  river  opposite  Bonnet  Carre. 

I  now  have  to  communicate  that  1  have  learned,  through  a  refugee 
of  unquestionable  veracity,  that  the  enemy,  3,000  strong,  are  moving 
through  the  lakes  by  way  of  Barataria  with  the  intention  of  inturrupt- 
ing  our  communication  between  this  city  and  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
The  expectation  of  the  enemy  is  that  as  soon  as  they  cut  our  commu¬ 
nication  below  as  they  have  that  above,  the  city  will  rise,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  nothing  will  prevent  such  an  enterprise  but  the  glorious  news 
of  the  fall  of  Vicksburg. 

I  have  communicated  already  to  General  Banks  and  Admiral  Farra¬ 
gut  the  imminent  danger  in  which  the  city,  I  consider,  has  been  left 
by  withdrawing  the  forces  from  here. 

I  now  have  no  means  whatever  of  communicating  with  either,  but 
although  I  have  given  them  full  information  and  they  are  aware  that 

*  Commander  Abner  Read,  U.  S.  Navy,  died  at  the  officers’  hospital  at  Baton  Rouge 
on  Sunday,  July  12,  1863. 


D.  Kindleberger, 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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this  city  is  open  to  the  force  of  the  enemy  approaching  from  Brashear 
City,  I  nevertheless  think  it  due  to  both  of  them  that  they  should,  with 
as  little  as  possible  delay,  receive  the  information  contained  in  this  let¬ 
ter,  and  would  therefore  thank  you  to  forward  it  to  them,  as  I  have  no 
means  of  communicating  with  them  except  by  gunboats,  and  I  do  not 
think  a  communication  of  this  character  should  go  bjr  any  other  mode 
of  conveyance. 

ft  is  proper  to  state  that  the  3,000  coming  in  through  the  lakes  to 
occupy  the  bank  of  the  river  below,  as  far  as  I  am  informed,  are  no 
part  of  the  force  under  General  Taylor,  estimated  at  13,000,  operating 
between  General  Banks  and  this  city,  but  are  composed  of  watermen, 
fishermen,  and  irregular  forces  from  the  lagoons  and  bayous  of  south¬ 
ern  Texas  and  Louisiana. 

A  prisoner  just  in  informs  me  that  the  enemy  have  completed  the 
reconstruction  of  the  Opelousas  Railroad,  and  are  running  cars  as  far 
as  Raceland,  at  which  point  they  are  throwing  up  breastworks. 

Everything  is  doing  by  me  that  is  possible  to  strengthen  our  posi¬ 
tion,  and  I  have  expressed  to  those  most  concerned  my  determination 
to  hold  the  city  to  the  last  extremity,  even  if  it  involves  its  destruction. 

What  I  am  most  concerned  about  is  the  scattered  disposition  of  our 
stores  and  armament,  and  the  demoralization  from  the  presence  of 
1,200  or  1,500  paroled  prisoners  and  some  5,000  noncombatants,  sick 
and  wounded. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  telegram  this  moment  received  from  my  cav¬ 
alry  patrol  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  containing  information  of 
two  formidable  batteries,  one  opposite  College  Point  and  one  opposite 
a  point  about  2  miles  above  Humphreys  Station. 

These  batteries  should  be  shelled  out  before  the  works  are  perfected. 

I  am,  commodore,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Commodore  Morris. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

general  matters. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Off  Donaldsonville,  La .,  July  9.  1863. 

Captain:  I  found  that  the  Kineo  and  New  London  had  returned 
from  convoying  the  St.  Mary's  down;  but  it  appears  from  the  report 
of  the  commanding  officer  below  at  Humphreys  Station  that  the  St. 
Mary’s  was  fired  into  again  from  a  battery  placed  opposite  College 
Point.  He  does  not  say  whether  she  was  injured  or  not,  but  that  they 
opened  furiously  on  her.  He  says  that  he  has  authentic  information 
that  they  are  putting  up  a  heavy  battery  there  of  the  guns  brought 
from  Brashear  City,  so  that  there  are  but  little  hopes  of  any  of  the 
transports  coming  up,  unless  they  are  compelled,  until  we '  get  the 
Essex  down  to  level  this  battery. 

I  shall  probably  go  down  this  evening  with  the  Monongahela ,  Kineo , 
and  Tennessee ,  and  if  the  two  merchant  vessels  below'  here  will  go 
down  we  will  take  them  under  our  convoy. 

She  has  on  board  the  paroled  soldiers  from  Brashear  City,  but  the 
steamer  is  perfectly  secure,  having  a  vessel  on  each  side  of  her,  but 
the  captain  pretended  that  he  could  not  tow  the  two. 
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1  shall  write  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  telling  him  what  the 
Secretary  says  about  delivering  over  the  river  to  him,  and  asking  him 
to  send  two  or  three  ironclads  down  here  until  we  can  get  clear  of 
these  Texans,  and  I  shall  also  write  to  Commodore  Palmer  that  the 
very  moment  he  can  with  propriety  leave  his  present  station  to  come 
down  the  river;  one  of  the  large  ships  is  indispensably  necessary  here, 
and  if  I  can  get  down  to  New  Orleans  I  shall  send  for  Bell  to  come 
into  the  river  by  way  of  relaxation.  In  the  meantime  I  fear  that  the 
general’s  communication  will  be  much  interrupted  unless  Port  Hudson 
falls  very  shortly  and  he  is  able  to  come  here  and  drive  these  Texans  out. 

I  have  lost  a  day  here  in  coaling  the  Winona.  I  wish  you  would  ask 
the  army  to  tow  our  coal  vessel  down  to  this  point  at  least  (when  one 
of  their  transports  is  coming  down);  from  here  we  may  be  able  to 
take  her  down  with  one  of  the  gunboats  below  the  batteries. 

I  hope  the  Essex  is  on  her  way  down.  I  will  leave  orders  for  Cap¬ 
tain  Townsend  with  Captain  Woolsey. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  Gl.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Richmond. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TL  S. 

Navy,  regarding  additional  vessels  for  keeping  communication  open  between  Port 

Hudson  and  New  Orleans. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Off  Donaldsonville ,  La. ,  Jidy  9 ,  1863. 

Dear  Admiral:  The  Department,  I  presume,  anticipated  the  fall 
of  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  by  the  time  their  dispatch  would  reach 
me,  in  which  they  tell  me  that  “I  will  now  be  able  to  turn  over  the 
Mississippi  River  to  you  and  give  my  more  particular  attention  to  the 
blockade  on  the  different  points  on  the  coast;”  but  as  Port  Hudson  has  not 
yet  fal  len,  I  am  unable  to,  say  to  you  that  the  river  is  open  to  New  Orleans. 

There  are  here,  as  above,  some  10,000  Texans,  who  have  15  or  20 
pieces  of  light  artillery,  and  have  cut  embrasures  in  the  levee  and 
annoy  our  vessels  very  much. 

In  a  fight  with  them  two  days  since  poor  Abner  Read,  who  has  per¬ 
haps  done  as  much  fighting  as  any  man  in  this  war,  was  mortally 
wounded  on  board  the  Monongahela ,  and  Captain  Jenkins,  who  was  a 
passenger  up  to  take  command  of  the  Richmond ,  was  slightly  wounded. 

They  found  the  enemy  well  protected  by  the  levee,  and  their  sharp¬ 
shooters  kept  up  a  constant  fire  upon  the  guns’  crews. 

The  ironclads,  you  perceive,  would  neither  mind  their  6-pound  and 
8-pound  fieldpieces  nor  their  musketry.  I  shall  put  the  Essex  at  work 
on  them  at  once.  If  you  can  spare  one  or  two  that  have  a  little  more 
speed  and  could  stem  the  current,  you  will  render  good  service  to  the 
country. 

They  would  then  be  able  to  keep  open  the  communication  perfectly 
between  Port  Hudson  and  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

iVcting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

n  w  k — vol  20 - 22 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Townsend,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Essex,  regarding  duties  to  be  performed  by  that  vessel. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Off  DonaldsonviUe ,  July  9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  On  your  arrival  at  this  place  you  will  communicate  with  Com¬ 
mander  Woolsey,  who  will  inform  you  of  the  whereabouts  of  the 
batteries  below.  They  are  fieldpieces,  named  to  me  as  6-pound  and 
8-pound  Parrotts,  but  some  of  the  officers  think  them  12-pound.  \  ou 
will  be  able  to  give  convoy  from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other, 
which  is  supposed  to  be  12  or  15  miles. 

When  steamers  come  up  they  will  take  you  in  tow,  and,  perhaps, 
for  their  security,  it  would  be  best  to  do  so  going  down. 

When  you  go  down  you  will  lie  below  until  something  is  coining  up, 
but  much  will  be  left  to  your  own  judgment,  both  with  regard  to 
convoys  and  the,  enemy’s  batteries. 

V ery  respectful  ly , 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Hear -Admiral. 

Commander  Townsend, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Ironclad  Essex. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Jenkins,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  requesting 
assistance  in  transporting  troops  to  Donaldsonville. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Port  Hudson ,  July  10 ,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  We  received  news  by  the  Laurel  Hill  that  the  enemy  is 
in  force  below  Donaldsonville.  They  have  11  pieces  of  artillery  on 
the  river.  The  Hew  London  was  disabled  on  her  passage  down, 
receiving  four  shots  through  her  boilers.  Many  of  the  men  were 
scalded,  and  a  considerable  number  shot  by  the  sharpshooters.  I  am 
very  anxious  to  send  forthwith  all  the  troops  that  can  be  spared  from 
this  post.  The  enemy  has  no  intelligence  of  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  or 
Port  Hudson,  and  can  be  captured  if  we  can  get  a  sufficient  force  in 
his  rear  in  time.  W  ill  it  be  possible  for  jmu  to  take  a  couple  of  regi¬ 
ments  down  to  Donaldsonville  on  the  Hichmondf  Nothing  but  men 
would,  of  course,  go  on  board.  This  will  be  of  great  service.  With 
the  transports  that  are  coming  up  to-night  we  shall  thus  possibly  get 
to  Donaldsonville  a  large  part  of  our  available  force.  I  received  your 
note  of  this  day.  I  have  been  down  to  Thompson’s  Creek,  and  have 
made  arrangements  for  the  immediate  construction  of  the  dam. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Emmons,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  assume 
command  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Monongahela. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  11 ,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  take  passage  up  the  river  in  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Kineo 
until  you  fall  in  with  the  U,  S,  steam  sloop  Monongahela ,  when  you 
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will  go  on  board  of  and  assume  the  command  of  that  vessel,  and  you 
will  require  to  be  turned  over  to  you  all  unexecuted  orders. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Steam  Sloop  MmongaJiela. 


Report  of  Commander  Townsend,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Essex,  regarding  the 
relief  of  the  New  London  and  attack  by  Confederate  batteries, 

U.  S.  S.  Essex, 

Grandview  Reach ,  July  10 ,  1863 . 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders 
given  before  your  departure  this  morning,  I  proceeded  in  the  Essex 
to  the  relief  of  the  New  London ,  the  Monongahela ,  on  our  starboard 
beam,  towing  us  more  rapidly  against  the  current  than  we  were  able 
to  steam  down  with  the  current  last  evening.  We  found  the  New 
London  ashore,  made  fast  to  the  bank  below  White  Hall  Point,  and 
out  of  range  from  the  battery,  a  position  where  Lieutenant-Commander 
Perkins,  after  much  difficulty,  had  succeeded  in  placing  her.  The 
Monongahela  got  her  off,  took  her  in  tow  on  the  port  side,  and  made 
fast  to  the  port  side  of  the  Essex.  Thus  sheltered,  they  made  the 
downward  trip  almost  unscathed.  As  the  New  London  is  completely 
disabled  by  shots  through  her  boiler,  I  sent  word  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Watters,  of  the  LLineo ,  to  take  her  in  tow  to  New  Orleans 
and  report  to  you.  Lieutenant-Commander  Perkins,  having  fruitlessly 
sent  several  messengers  to  Donaldsonville  for  assistance,  was  finally 
this  morning  obliged  to  proceed  thither  himself.  Lieutenant  Day, 
who  was  left  in  charge,  although  wounded,  was  on  the  alert  and  pre¬ 
served  good  order  and  discipline  among  the  crew. 

On  our  way  up  the  battery  at  the  head  of  Grandview  Reach  did  not 
open  upon  us,  but  it  did  so  spitefully  upon  our  return.  The  battery 
opposite  College  Point  gave  us  a  warm  reception  both  going  and 
returning.  Whilst  the  Monongahela  was  getting  the  New  London 
afloat  we  proceeded  up  in  the  Essex ,  off  White  Hall  Point,  and  opened 
upon  the  Winchester  plantation  battery,  both  at  long  and  short  range; 
they  did  not  return  our  fire.  We  counted  seven  embrasures,  but  saw 
no  guns  in  position  there.  A  crowd  of  sharpshooters  lining  the  levee 
disappeared  soon  after  we  opened  fire.  Last  evening  and  to-day  we 
were  struck  by  shot  and  shell  nine  times.  One  penetrated  the  solid 
timber  of  the  starboard  forward  guard;  three  glanced  from  our  plat¬ 
ing  on  the  sides  and  quarter,  doing  no  particular  damage;  the  others 
passed,  respectively,  through  both  sides  of  the  wheel  house,  the  awning 
rail  and  furled  awning,  the  starboard  smokestack,  the  galley  funnel,  and 
both  ventilators.  I  will  not  particularize  the  pattering  showers  of 
musket  balls,  as  they  did  no  material  damage.  We  expended  of  100- 
pounder  rifle  9-inch  and  32-pounder  shell  and  shrapnel  150  rounds. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Dewey  displayed  coolness,  skill,  and  judg¬ 
ment  in  managing  the  Monongahela  and  in  getting  off  the  New  London / 
he  was  able  to  use  his  bow  and  stern  guns  and  boat  howitzers,  and 
whilst  passing  the  batteries  he  did  so  effectively.  Acting  Master  John 
C.  Parker,  executive  officer  of  the  Essex ,  worked  the  battery  with  cool 
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discretion  and  ability,  and  made  a  number  of  excellent  shots.  Mr. 
Attenborough,  our  pilot,  occupied  a  very  exposed  position,  but  it  did 
not  militate  against  the  skill  with  which  he  habitually  directs  the 
course  of  the  ship.  I  am  much  pleased  that  I  can  speak  in  the  most 
commendable  terms  of  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  men;  it  is  also 
gratifying  that  I  am  able  to  report  the  execution  of  your  orders  with¬ 
out  loss  or  injury  to  any  engaged  in  the  expedition. 

X  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blochdg.  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  and 

affairs  at  Donaldsonville. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  10 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  while  at  Port  Hudson 
on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant  I  received  a  note  from  Commodore 
Palmer,  of  the  Hartford ',  stating  the  gunboat  Price  had  arrived  from 
Vicksburg  with  a  bearer  of  dispatches  to  General  Banks,  announcing 
the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  with  27,000  prisoners,  128  lieldpieces,  and 
80  heavy  guns.  Upon  receipt  of  this  intelligence  General  Banks  pro¬ 
posed  to  me  to  join  in  firing  a  salute  of  one  hundred  guns  as  a  “feu 
de  joie,”  which  was  done. 

Being  called  down  the  river  by  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  the 
Texans  were  erecting  batteries  on  the  banks  to  cut  off  General  Banks’ 
supplies,  1  proceeded  to  Donaldsonville.  At  Baton  Rouge  I  found  an 
army  transport  with  a  bearer  of  dispatches  to  General  Emory,  com¬ 
manding  defenses  of  New  Orleans,  announcing  to  him  the  fall  of  Vicks¬ 
burg.  I  sent  two  boats  to  convoy  her,  but  on  my  way  down  I  met 
the  Monongahela  and  New  London ,  which  vessels  had  just  had  a  fight 
with  the  batteries  and,  sad  to  say,  Commander  Read  was  mortally 
wounded.  Well  might  it  be  said  of  him  that  “the  country  could  well 
have  spared  a  better  man.”  I  know  nothing  of  him  prejudicial  as  a 
man,  but  I  do  know  that  no  navy  can  boast  a  better  officer,  and  I  deem 
him  a  great  loss  both  to  the  Navy  and  to  his  country.  Captain  Jenkins, 
who  was  also  on  board  the  Monongahela ,  on  his  way  up  to  take  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Richmond ,  vice  Captain  Alden  (on  leave),  was  also  wounded 
by  the  same  shot  breaking  a  cutlass  which  struck  him  in  the  thigh. 
After  supplying  the  wants  of  these  two  vessels,  I  proceeded  on  my 
way  down  to  Donaldsonville,  determined  to  convoy  the  next  tow,  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  true  state  of  affairs  (which  were  greatly  magnified)  on 
the  river  banks.  At  6:30  p.  m.  on  the  9th  I  started  down  the  river  in 
the  Monongahela ,  followed  by  the  Essex  (which  vessel  I  had  in  the 
meantime  sent  up  for)  and  the  Kineo  and  Tennessee.  I  soon  drew 
their  fire  on  the  Monongahela ,  but  she  was  more  successful  than  the 
night  before,  and  very  shortly  silenced  their  guns;  but  they  continued 
their  musketry  fire  for  almost  two  hours;  the  batteries  were  four  in 
number  and  opened  on  us  in  succession.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  we 
lost  no  one  injured  on  either  of  the  gunboats,  but  the  orderly  sergeant 
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pf  the  Tennessee  was  mortally  wounded  and  died  during  the  night. 
The  tow  passed  safely  down  without  injury,  and  we  anchored  about  5 
miles  below  the  batteries. 

At  6  a.  m.  to-day  (10th)  an  officer  of  General  Banks’  staff,  Lieuten¬ 
ant  \Y  alker,  hailed  us,  and  when  he  came  on  board  informed  me  that 
Lieutenant-Commander  Perkins  was  bringing  him  down  in  the  New 
London ,  with  dispatches  announcing  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson,  an  uncom 
ditional  surrender  at  9  a.  m.  on  the  9th,  except  that  private  property 
was  to  be  respected,  but  that  the  vessel  was  lired  upon,  struck  in  the 
boiler,  and  got  ashore. 

I  immediately  took  the  bearer  of  dispatches  on  board  this  vessel 
and  sent  the  Essex  and  Monongahela  back  to  the  assistance  of  the  New 
London. 


J  he  joy  in  this  city  upon  my  arrival  with  the  news  ancl  bearer  of 
dispatches  was  unbounded  on  the  part  of  the  Union  people,  but  the 
rebels  still  refuse  to  believe  it. 

All  of  which  is  very  respectfully  submitted  by 
Your  obedient  servant, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Perkins,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  New  London, 
regarding  the  grounding  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  New  London, 

New  Orleans ,  July  13 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report: 

At  11  o’clock  p.  m.,  July  9,  we  arrived  at  Donaldsonville  from  Port 
Hudson,  having  on  board  a  bearer  of  dispatches  from  General  Banks. 
I  received  orders  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans,  the  gunboat  Winona  to 
accompany  us  to  the  battery  at  White  Hall  Point. 

At  1:15  a.  m.,  on  the  10th,  the  enemy  opened  lire  at  White  Hall  Point 
with  artillery  and  infantry.  The  third  shot  struck  the  New  London1  s 
boiler,  and  exploding  made  seven  holes  on  a  line  with  the  upper  flues, 
scalding  six  persons  severely;  another  shot  perforated  the  steam  drum. 

After  being  disabled  we  ran  toward  the  eastern  shore  or  bank  of  the 
river,  but  on  account  of  the  steam  escaping  the  men  were  unable  to 
remain  at  the  wheel  and  we  grounded  under  the  battery.  A  rocket 
was  sent  up  to  notify  the  Winona  of  our  disabled  condition,  in  order 
that  she  might  come  to  our  assistance. 

The  port  battery  was  manned  and  commenced  playing  on  the  oppo¬ 
site  shore.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  being  very  severe,  and  their  range 
getting  better,  I  ordered  the  boats  to  be  manned  and  had  a  kedge  put 
out  astern,  hauled  off,  and  drifted  down  the  stream  till  out  of  range  of 
the  upper  battery. 

The  principal  batteiy  being  below  us,  I  towed  the  New  London  to 
the  east  bank  again  and  made  her  fast.  During  this  time  a  continual 
fire  was  kept  up  by  the  enemy’s  infan hy.  It  was  nearly  daylight,  and 
supposing  that  the  enemy  would  open  on  us  at  that  time  with  artillery, 
and  not  being  able  to  train  my  guns  on  the  opposite  bank,  I  sent  the 
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ship’s  company  ashore  in  order  that  they  might  have  the  protection  of 
the  levee,  and  at  the  same  time  with  their  muskets  repel  any  attack. 

Immediately  on  reaching  shore  I  stationed  pickets  at  suitable  dis¬ 
tances  up  and  down  the  levee  road,  and  dispatched  couriers  to  Don¬ 
aldson  ville  and  down  the  river  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela  and 
gunboat  Essex  for  assistance.  Three  messengers  returned  from  Don- 
aldsonville  bringing  word  that  no  assistance  could  be  rendered,  and 
two  returned  from  below,  saying  that  they  could  not  find  the  Essex. 
Feeling  that  it  was  important  to  have  troops  to  assist  in  guarding  the 
vessel  at  night,  and  fearing  that  the  Essex  would  not  come  up  in  time, 
and  knowing  that  I  could  procure  assistance  from  General  Weitzel,  I 
went  to  Donaldsonville,  procured  the  necessary  assistance,  and  returned 
immediately,  being  absent  only  about  two  hours;  during  my  absence 
the  Monongahela  and  Essex  came  up  and  towed  the  New  London  away. 

The  wounded,  on  reaching  shore,  were  taken  to  the  plantation  hos¬ 
pital  of  I.  M.  Marson,  who  kindly  offered  us  the  use  of  the  same  and 
treated  them  with  much  attention  and  kindness.  The  list  of  casualties 
will  be  made  in  surgeon’s  report. 

The  rigging,  masts,  and  hull  were  struck  several  times.  Too  much 
praise  can  not  be  awarded  to  the  officers  and  crew  for  their  coolness 
and  bravery  during  the  engagement. 

The  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Day,  my  executive  officer,  deserves  par¬ 
ticular  attention,  wrho,  after  being  wounded  in  the  head,  remained  at 
his  post  and  rendered  valuable  service,  encouraging  the  men  by  his 
bravery  and  coolness. 

Very  respectfully, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg. 


G.  H.  Perkins, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Endorsement.] 

Lieutenant-Commander  Perkins  was  temporarily  in  command  of  the 
New  London ,  and  was  sent  up  the  river  on  patrol  duty.  His  conduct 
was  represented  as  cool,  and  he  made  every  disposition  of  his  men  and 
managed  his  vessel  with  ability,  and  although  he  procured  the  assist¬ 
ance  lie  sought,  1  informed  him  that  the  principle  was  wrong — a  com¬ 
mander  should  never  leave  his  vessel  under  such  circumstances. 

D.  G,  Farragut, 

Rear -A  dm  viral. 

July  16,  1863. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Perkins,  II.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  July  30 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  has  forwarded  to  this  Department 
your  report,  of  the  13th  instant,  of  the  attack  on  the  U.  S.  S.  New 
London  by  the  rebel  batteries  at  White  Hall  Point,  and  in  doing  so 
endorses  it  as  follows: 

Lieutenant-Commander  Perkins  was  temporarily  in  command  of  the  New  London, 
and  was  sent  up  the  river  on  patrol  duty.  His  conduct  was  represented  as  cool,  and  he 
made  every  disposition  of  his  men  and  managed  his  vessel  with  ability,  and  althouo-h 
he  procured  the  assistance  he  sought,  I  informed  him  that  the  principle  was  wrong— 
a  commander  should  not  leave  his  vessel  under  such  circumstances. 
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lhe  Department  is  pleased  to  observe  that  your  conduct  generally 
on  the  occasion  in  question  is  spoken  of  well  by  Rear-Admiral  Farragut, 
but  must  concur  with  Him  in  the  view  of  the  impropriety  of  your 
leaving’  your  vessel.  It  can  be  looked  upon,  however,  only  as  an  error 
of  judgment  on  your  part. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  H.  Perkins, 

Commanding  {temporarily)  U.  8.  8.  Nevi  London ,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Potter,  TT.  S,  Navy 
to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  New  London. 


July  13,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  relieve  Lieutenant-Commander  George  H.  Perkins  of 
the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  New  London. 

Very  respectfully, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander  Edw.  E.  Potter, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  New  London. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Perkins,  U.  S. 
Navy,  detaching  him  from  the  IJ.  S.  S.  New  London. 


U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  July  13 ,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will,  upon  the  reporting  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Potter, 
deliver  over  the  command  of  the  New  London  to  that  officer,  and  con¬ 
sider  yourself  as  detached  from  that  vessel.- 

You  will  then  report  to  Commodore  Morris  for  duty  on  board  the 
U.  S.  S.  Pensacola. 

I  regret  this  necessity,  but  seniority  must  have  its  precedence,  and 
it  is  for  no  misconduct  that  you  are  relieved. 

I  am  satisfied  that  you  acted  to  the  best  of  your  judgment  in  the 
case  of  the  disabling  of  the  New  London;  but  I  would  remind  you 
that  a  commander  should  be  the  last  person  to  leave  the  ship,  even  for 


succor. 

Respectfully, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander  George  H.  Perkins,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  New  London. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  furnish 
a  report  regarding  the  force  of  the  enemy  between  New  Orleans  and  Baton  Rouge. 

July  12,  1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  you  have  had  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  force 
of  the  enemy  on  the  river’s  banks  between  the  cities  of  New  Orleans 
and  Baton  Rouge  and  their  ability  to  annoy  transports  as  they  pass 
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up  and  down,  you  will  make  me  a  written  report  of  the  same,  as  it  is 
my  desire  to  send  you  out  of  the  river  as  soon  as  your  services  can  be 
dispensed  with  in  it.  In  the  meantime  3rou  will  keep  a  strict  watch 
on  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  direct  Commander  Townsend,  of 
the  Essex  (whom  I  am  happy  to  say  you  will  find  a  most  efficient 
officer),  from  time  to  time  to  where  his  services  are  most  needed.  I 
will  send  some  of  the  gunboats  up  as  soon  as  they  are  repaired  for 
the  more  active  duties  of  the  river. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

[Captain  G.  F.  Emmons.] 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dubois, 

U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  D.  S.  S.  Albatross. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  July  13 ,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  coal  and  provision  ship  and  hold  yourself  in  readiness 
to  move  at  a  moment’s  notice. 

Respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  [Volunteer]  Lieutenant  T.  B.  Dubois, 

Commanding  Albatross. 


Order  of  Captain  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal,  to  move  down  the  river  in  search  of  Confederate  battery. 

U.  S.  S.  Monongahela, 

Do7ialdsonville ,  Mississippi  River,  July  Iff  1863. 

Sir:  I  learn  that  a  battery  was  captured  from  our  army  in  the  rear 
of  this  place  yesterday. 

The  enemy  may  undertake  to  use  this  against  our  transports  below. 
I  therefore  wish  you  to  move  down  the  river  slowly  some  20  miles 
examining  closely  the  banks,  and  if  you  see  the  enemy  anywhere  shell 
them  if  you  can  do  it  effectually,  and  give  the  earliest  notice  of  locality 
to  vessels  above  and  below. 

^  I  will  examine  the  river  above,  leaving  the  U.  S.  ironclad  Essex, 
Commander  Townsend,  here  for  the  protection  of  this  place,  and  will 
expect  to  meet  you  upon  my  return  here  to-morrow  or  next  day. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

„  1  Captain. 

Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Princess  Royal ,  Mississippi  River. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Emory,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  lack  of  reports  on  the  defense  of  Donaldsonville. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans ,  July  21,  1863. 

Admiral:  Referring  to  our  conversation  last  evenino'  and  the 
newspaper  complaint  of  injustice  done  to  the  navy  at  the  defense  of 
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Donaldsonville,  I  desire  to  send  you  extracts  of  the  only  reports  I  have 
been  able  to  make  upon  the  subject,  and  beg,  if  you  think  it  of  sufficient 
importance,  that  you  will  communicate  it  [to]  the  brave  officers  who 
commanded  the  gunboats  on  that  occasion,  and  say  to  them  that  the 
reason  why  I  have  made  no  report  is  that  Major  Bullen  never  made 
any  report  to  me  except  his  short  telegraphic  announcement  of  the 
repulse  of  the  enemy,  and  the  reason  of  his  making  no  report  waS 
that  he  was  murdered  by  a  miscreant  a  few  days  after  the  battle. 

If  any  other  reports  than  these  have  been  made  to  headquarters, 
they  have  been  made  irregularly  and  without  due  authority. 

I  only  regret  the  sad  event  which  has  deprived  me  so  far  of  the 
pleasure  of  making  a  detailed  report  of  the  brilliant  affair  at  Don¬ 
aldsonville. 

If  I  should  have  that  opportunity  I  shall  not  fail  to  signalize  the 
officers  and  ships  that  played  so  important  a  part  in  it. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding . 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Emory,  U.  8.  Army,  relative  to  dissatisfaction  expressed  with 
reports  regarding  the  defense  of  Donaldsonville. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans ,  July  21,  1863. 

Sir:  *  *  *  I  regret  that  the  murder  of  Major  Bullen  a  few  days 

after  the  brilliant  defense  of  Donaldsonville,  and  before  he  made  his 
report,  has  been  the  reason  why  no  detailed  account  of  that  affair  has 
been  sent. 

About  the  time  of  his  murder  reinforcements  came  from  above,  and 
a  report  from  the  next  in  command  may  have  gone  through  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hadlock,  who  commanded  those  reinforcements.  If  so,  it 
was  irregular,  and  I  request  that  I  may  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of 
said  report,  as  much  dissatisfaction  exists  with  those  engaged  in  the 
defense  with  what  is  understood  to  be,  from  some  source  or  another, 
the  official  report  of  the  affair. 

I  refer  more  particularly  to  the  complaints  made  by  the  officers  of 
the  Navy,  who  had  three  gunboats  in  the  tight,  and  whose  presence 
undoubtedly  aided  materially  if  they  did  not  absolutely  prevent  the 
capture  of  the  place. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding . 

Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  B.  Irwin, 

Acting  Adjutant-  General. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Emory,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S. 

Navy,  forwarding  official  report. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  July  26, 1863. 

I  send  you,  with  the  consent  and  approval  of  the  general  command¬ 
ing  this  department,  a  copy  of  the  report  made  by  me,*  enclosing  one 


*See  pp.  187-191,  Army  War  Records,  Vol.  XXVI. 
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made  by  Major  Porter,*  of  the  light  made  by  the  United  States  forces 
at  Donaldsonville.  f 

I  send  this  in  consequence  of  complaints  hav  ing  been  made  that  the 
official  reports  did  not  properly  recognize  the  important  part  taken  by 
the  gunboats  in  this  affair.  If  other  reports  have  been  sent  to  head¬ 
quarters,  the}7  have  been  sent  irregularly  and  without  my  knowledge. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding . 

Admiral  Farraout. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Emory,  U.  S.  Army, 
on  receipt  of  report  acknowledging  naval  cooperation. 


[U.  S.  S.]  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  22,  [1863]. 

General:  Your  note  concerning  the  Donaldsonville  affair,  with  the 
accompanying  papers,  was  duly  received.  I  am  well  aware,  general, 
that  you  woidd  never  intentionally  withhold  credit  where  it  was  due, 
and  particularly  from  the  Navy,  and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  me  to 
have  some  evidence  of  such  feelings  from  the  Army  toward  the  Navy 
to  offer  to  those  who  certainly  felt  that  their  services  had  been  over¬ 
looked  when  the  hour  of  peril  had  passed. 

I  shall  therefore  take  great  pleasure  in  communicating  copies  of 
your  report  and  note  to  Commander  Woolsey  and  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
manders  Watters  and  Weaver,  all  of  whom  have  been  so  watchful  of 
Donaldsonville  and  that  section  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

The  Kineo ,  it  is  true,  did  not  get  up  in  time  to  render  much  assist¬ 
ance  upon  that  occasion,  but  Lieutenant-Commander  Watters  had,  in 
the  early  part  of  the  threatened  attack,  taken  great  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  fort  and  tendered  his  services  to  Colonel  Bullen  to 
instruct  his  men  in  the  use  of  their  great  guns,  which  the  colonel  con¬ 
fessed  himself  very  ignorant  of,  but  most  willing  to  learn,  and  I  am 
sure  that  but  for  the  unfortunate  death  that  officer  met  with  his 
report  would  have  done  ample  justice  to  all  concerned.  Men  who  do 
their  duty  so  gallantly  rarely  fail  to  honor  those  who  stand  by  them. 

Very  truly,  yours, 


[D.  G.  Farragut,] 


Bear- Admiral. 


Brigadier-General  W.  H.  Emory, 

Commanding  Defenses  of  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Emory,  U.  S.  Army,  forwarding  report  and  acknowledging 

naval  cooperation. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  July  23,  1863. 
Colonel:  Owing  to  the  death  of  Major  Bullen,  I  received  no  report 
of  the  defense  of  the  fort  at  Donaldsonville,  and  the  only  report  of 


*See  p.  202,  Army  War  Records,  Vol.  XXVI. 

fSee  also  Emory  to  Farragut,  July  21,  p.  650,  Army  War  Records,  Vol.  XXVI. 
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that  battle  which  has  been  received  by  me  is  from  Major  JI.  M.  Porter, 
which  has  been  this  day  received  and  which  I  herewith  enclose. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

In  addition  to  the  Princess  Royal ,  commanded  by  Captain  Woolsev, 
,  and  the  Winona,  commanded  by  Captain  Weaver,  justly  mentioned 
by  Major  Porter  as  having  distinguished  themselves  in  the  action,  I 
beg  the  privilege  of  mentioning  Captain  Watters,  of  the  Kineo ,  and 
the  officers  and  crew  of  that  ship,  who  rendered  me  the  greatest  assist¬ 
ance  in  enabling  me  to  place  the  proper  ammunition  in  the  fort,  and 
instructing  the  men,  all  of  whom  were  infantry,  totall}7  unpracticed  in 
artillery,  in  the  use  of  the  guns. 

*  ****** 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Irwin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[Copy  to  Admiral  Farragut.] 

[Enclosure.] 

Office  of  Provost-Marshal, 

Donaldsonville ,  July  1,  1863. 

General:  I  take  the  liberty  to  respectfully  submit  to  you  a  few 
facts  in  regard  to  the  brilliant  victory  achieved  by  the  army  and  navy 
at  this  place  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  June. 

At  about  4:30  p.  m.  of  the  27th  General  Green,  commanding  the 
rebel  forces,  sent  a  message  under  a  flag  of  truce  to  Major  [Joseph  D.] 
Bullen,  Twenty-eighth  Maine  Regiment,  commandant  of  the  post, 
requesting  permission  to  notify  the  women  and  children  within  3  miles 
of  the  fort  to  remove,  or  that  Major  Bullen  should  so  notify  them. 
Major  Bullen  replied  that  he  would  have  the  women  and  children 
removed. 

I  immediately  sent  both  telegrams  and  couriers  up  and  down  the 
river  for  more  gunboats,  the  Princess  Royal  only  being  here. 

At  1:30  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  the  enemy,  about  5,000 
strong,  attacked  both  the  fort  and  the  gunboat  with  infantry  and  artil¬ 
lery,  and  continued  lighting  until  4:  30  a.  m.  They  fought  with  great 
desperation,  but  were  nobly  driven  back  by  the  combined  efforts  of 
the  garrison  and  the  gunboats. 

The  great  number  of  dead  and  dying  revealed  by  the  morning  light, 
lying  on  the  very  banquette  of  the  fort,  showed  very  plainly  how  hot 
and  warmty  contested  had  been  the  fight  on  shore,  and  the  many  dead 
and  wounded  at  a  distance  proved  how  effective  had  been  the  services 
of  the  large  guns  upon  land  and  water. 

There  were  but  180  men  in  the  fort,  and  this  was  the  first  engage¬ 
ment  for  most  of  them,  and  nobly  did  both  officers  and  men  acquit 
themselves. 

This  was  also  the  first  engagement  of  the  Princess  Royal ,  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  [M.  B.]  Woolsey,  and  with  great  coolness  and 
daring  did  both  officers  and  men  perform  their  duties. 

The  Winona,  commanded  by  Captain  [A.  W.]  Weaver,  came  to  our 
aid  at  3:  30  a.  m.,  and  gallantly  did  she  assist  in  bringing  to  a  success¬ 
ful  issue  this  closely  contested  battle. 
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Our  loss  on-shore:  Killed,  1  lieutenant,  1  sergeant,  and  6  privates; 
wounded,  2  lieutenants,  3  sergeants,  2  corporals,  and  6  privates.  On 
the  Princess  Royal ,  1  killed  and  2  wounded. 

Enemy’s  loss  probably  350  killed  and  wounded;  1  colonel,  1  major, 
and  2  lieutenants  known  to  be  killed,  and  4  lieutenants  wounded.  One 
hundred  and  thirty  prisoners  were  taken;  among  them  were  1  lieuten¬ 
ant-colonel,  1  major,  2  captains,  and  5  lieutenants. 

Hoping  and  believing  that  if  the  rebels  attack  us  again  they  will  meet 
with  an  equally  warm  reception,  I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  Porter, 

Major ,  and  Provost- Marshal. 

Brigadier-General  W.  H.  Emory, 

Commanding ,  Mew  Orleans. 


Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Kineo,  Lieutenant-Commander  John  Watters,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

commanding. 

June  Hit,  1863. — At  anchor  off  Red  Church.  At  9:10  p.  m.  sent  a 
boat  ashore  for  an  officer  bringing  dispatches.  At  9:30  got  underway 
and  steamed  up  river.  At  9:50  sent  a  boat  ashore  for  an  officer  who 
had  hailed  the  ship  for  passage  to  Donaldsonville. 

June  88. — Steaming  up  river.  At  4:15  a.  m.  heard  heavy  firing  up 
river  in  the  direction  of  Donaldsonville.  At  5:20  went  to  quarters, 
cleared  ship  for  action;  5 :40  arrived  off  Donaldsonville.  The  gunboats 
Winona  and  the  Princess  Royal  at  anchor  off  the  fort;  the  transport 
St.  Mary’s  also  here  with  troops  from  below.  Received  on  board  28 
rebel  prisoners  from  the  fort.  From  8  to  meridian  received  20  pris¬ 
oners  from  the  Winona.  At  12:15  a.  m.  the  Monongahela  came  up  and 
anchored  astern  of  us.  A  number  of  buildings  near  Fort  Butler  were 
burned  by  the  military  authorities  to  clear  a  space  for  artillery  range. 
At  1:50  sent  20  prisoners  on  board  the  Monongahela.  At  3:20  fleet 
underwa\r  and  lay  stemming  the  current.  At  4:40  p.  m.  took  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  tire  up  the  bayou.  At  7  sprang  the  rattle  and  reported  the 
ship  ready  for  action  in  2^  minutes.  Commenced  shelling  the  woods 
in  rear  of  Donaldsonville.  Fired  the  Xl-inch  pivot  gun  at  an  eleva¬ 
tion  of  11  degrees  with  15-second  and  20-second  fuzes.  Fired  S  XI- 
incli  shell,  3  percussion  20-pounder  shell,  and  11  20-pounder  shrapnel. 
At  7:40  ceased  firing  and  piped  down  in  obedience  to  signal. 

June  29. — At  6  a.  m.  delivered  to  the  steamer  Zephyr  28  rebel  prison¬ 
ers  for  transportation  to  New  Orleans.  Off  Donaldsonville.  At  2 
p.  in.,  in  obedience  to  signal,  sprang  the  rattle  and  reported  ship  ready 
for  action  in  2£  minutes.  Opened  fire  with  Xl-inch  gun  and  20-pounder 
rifle  on  the  rebels  in  the  rear  of  Donaldsonville.  Used  20-second  and 
15-second  fuzes,  elevation  11  degrees.  Fired  6  Xl-inch  shell,  11 
20-pounder  shrapnel;  the  other  vessels  also  firing.  At  2:45  ceased 
firing  and  piped  down.  At  3  steamed  down  the  river.  Accidents 
during  the  action:  Lock  of  20-pounder  rifle  blown  off;  vent  of  rifle 
badly  burned. 

July  1. — At  anchor  off  New  Orleans.  At  6  alongside  the  coal  wharf. 
From  4  to  6  p.  m.  steaming  up  the  river,  destroying  everything  that 
will  float  as  we  go.  Destroyed  three  skiffs.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. 
steaming  up  river.  Destroyed  seven  skiffs.  At  ll:30p.  m.  arrived 
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near  Bonnet  Carre  Church  and  came  to  anchor.  Sent  a  boat  a, shore 
and  communicated  with  one  of  our  soldiers  stationed  at  the  plantation. 
At  1C  30  a  force  of  rebel  cavalry  came  down  the  river  bank  driving 
our  pickets  in  and  firing  muskets.  Immediately  went  to  quarters  and 
opened  fire  with  port  battery.  Fired  Xl-inch  3  times;  3  shrapnel 
from  24-pounder  howitzer;  2  shrapnel  from  20-pounder;  2  shell 
32-pounder,  and  1  stand  of  grape.  At  11:50  the  admiral  passed  up  in 
the  Tennessee;  communicated  with  him. 

July®. —  At  anchor  off  Bonnet  Carre  Church.  At  9:30  a.  m.  got 
underway  and  steamed  up  the  river.  At  9:40  sent  a  boat  ashore 
where  we  were  firing  this  morning  [to  midnight  July  1]  to  see  what 
damage  was  done.  Boat  returned  and  we  continued  up  river;  stopped 
several  times  and  communicated  with  soldiers  and  negroes  on  the  bank. 
At  12: 15  p.  m.  stopped  off  Webb’s  plantation;  fired  the  20-pounder 
rifle  3  times  in  the  direction  of  a  crossroad  leading  from  the  interior. 
Fired  1  shrapnel  20-pounder  and  2  percussion  shell.  At  12: 40  turned 
and  steamed  down  the  river.  At  1:45  came  to  anchor  off  Marmillon 
plantation. 

July  3. — At  anchor  1£  miles  above  Bonnet  Carre  Church.  At  7:  35 
a.  m.  the  Monongahela  got  underway  and  steamed  up  river,  hailed 
us  as  she  passed,  and  informed  us  that  the  rebels  had  been  firing  into 
our  transports  again  below  Donaldsonville.  At  9:  30  a.  m.  got  under¬ 
way  and  steamed  up  river.  At  10  met  the  transport  Sallie  Robinson 
towing  the  Iberville;  sent  a  boat  aboard.  Learned  that  the  rebels  had 
attacked  our  troops  at  Springfield  Landing  and  driven  them  out  and 
disabled  the  Iberville.  We  turned  and  steamed  down  in  company 
with  the  transports.  At  11:15  arrived  off  Bonnet  Carre  Point;  left 
the  transports  and  steamed  up  river. 

July  J.— From  8  to  meridian.  Heavy  firing  up  the  river.  At  8:  25 
a.  m.  sprung  the  rattle  and  reported  the  ship  ready  for  action  in  two 
and  one-half  minutes.  Picked  up  two  of  the  New  London’s  boats  drift¬ 
ing  downstream.  At  9:30  met  the  New  London  coming  down;  com¬ 
municated  with  her,  then  steamed  up  river  in  company.  At  11:10 
arrived  off  Donaldsonville.  The  Princess  Royal  and  Winona  at  anchor 
here.  Sent  the  New  London’’ s  boats  to  her.  At  1:10  p.  m.  turned 
and  steamed  down  river.  At  1:30  sprang  rattle  and  reported  ship 
ready  for  action  in  two  and  one-half  minutes.  The  lookout  at  the 
masthead  reporting  a  body  of  rebels  back  of  the  levee,  opened  fire  on 
them  from  starboard  battery,  the  New  London  also  firing.  Fired  the 
Xl-inch  5  times;  8  24-pounder  shrapnel,  5  shell,  32-pounder,  and  2 
grape;  18  percussion  shell,  20-pounder  Parrott.  At  2: 20  ceased  firing 
and  piped  down.  Came  to  off  Moore’s  plantation. 

July  5. — At  5:50  a.  m.  Sallie  Robinson  came  up  river.  Got  under¬ 
way  and  steamed  up  river  in  company  with  her.  At  6: 20  lookout  at 
masthead  reported  a  body  of  men  in  the  rear  of  a  sawmill.  Opened 
with  port  battery.  They  opened  on  us  with  musketry,  which  we  also 
returned  with  muskets.  Fired  twice  from  Xl-inch  gun  with  shrapnel 
and  grape;  2  Vi-inch  shell,  2  24-pounder;  3  shrapnel,  and  2  percussion 
shell,  20-pounder.  At  7: 10  ceased  firing;  arrived  off  Donaldsonville 
7:40.  At  8:50  signalized  from  the  fort  that  the  enemy  were  coming 
in.  Sprang  the  rattle;  reported  the  ship  ready  for  action  in  two 
minutes.  At  10  turned  and  steamed  down  river.  At  11  the  enemy 
fired  on  us  wdth  rifle  muskets,  striking  us  in  several  places.  Imme¬ 
diately  opened  on  them  with  starboard  battery.  Fired  1  Xl-inch 
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shrapnel,  2  Vi-inch  shell,  and  1  grape;  1  shrapnel,  24-pounder,  and  1 


jl  - ?  -  te' 

percussion  shell  from  20-pounder. 

July  6. — Came  to  anchor  off  College  Point.  At  12:30  p.  m.  steamed 
upriver.  At  1:10  the  eneni}-  tired  on  us  from  behind  the  levee  with 
muskets.  Immediately  opened  on  them  with  port  battery,  the 
enemy  following  us  up  the  levee  and  keeping  up  a  continual  tire*.  We 
also  returned  their  fire  with  muskets  and  revolvers.  Expended  -150 


musket  cartridges,  8  Xl-inch  shrapnel,  9  Yl-inch  shell  and  1  grape;  16 


shrapnel,  24-pounder,  and  8  percussion  shell,  20-pounder.  At  2:50 
ceased  firing.  At  3:45  arrived  off  Donaldsonville.  At  4:45  dropped 
in  position  to  command  the  bayou;  came  to  anchor. 

July  8.  At  anchor  off  Donaldsonville.  At  1:50  a.  m.  g’ot  under¬ 
way  and  steamed  down  the  river,  accompanied  by  the  New  London  as 
a  convoy  for  the  transport  St.  Mary’s.  At  3: 10  the  rebels  opened  fire 
oil  us  with  apparently  five  pieces  of  artillery.  Opened  fire  on  them 
with  starboard  battery.  Having  convoyed  the  St.  Mary's  safely  by, 
we,  in  company  with  the  New  London ,  rounded  to  and  steamed  up 
river.  At  4  we  arrived  abreast  of  the  rebel  battery  again.  They 
opened  fire  and  kept  it  up  briskly  upon  us  and  the  New  London.  We 
gave  them  shrapnel,  shell,  and  grape  from  our  port  battery  with 
rapidity  and  precision.  About  a  mile  above  the  battery  they  fired  on 
us  with  musketry,  which  we  soon  silenced.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  did 
no  material  injury  to  us.  Expended  89  rounds  of  ammunition.  Came 
to  anchor  off  Donaldsonville  at  6  a.  m. 

July  9.—  At  anchor  off  Donaldsonville.  At  1:30  p.  m.  the  Essex 
arrived  from  above  and  anchored  astern  of  us.  Made  a  barricade 
of  bags,  hammocks,  sails,  etc.,  on  starboard  side  for  protection 
against  musketry.  From  4  to  6  transported  howitzer  to  starboard 
side.  At  6:30  p.  m.  the  flagship  made  signal.  At  6:  50  got  under¬ 
way  and  steamed  down  the  river  in  companv  with  th  s’  Monona  a- 
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and  schooner  in  tow.  At  7  sprung  the  rattle  and  reported  the 
ship  ready  for  action  in  two  minutes.  The  rebel  battery  at  Buena 
Vista  opened  fire  on  the  Monongahela ,  she  being  the  leading  vessel 
We  opened  fire  on  them  immediately,  together  with  the  Monongahela ' 
Essex,  and  lennessee.  Rebels  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  with,  apparently 
about  eight  pieces  of  artillery.  In  the  bend  at  College  Point  the  rebels 
again  opened  on  us  with  a  considerable  batterv.  Returned  their  fire 
while  in  range  7  miles  below  this  place.  At  10  p.  m.  the  enemy  again 
fired  on  the  passing  vessels  with  about  three  pieces  and  continuous 
volleys  of  musketry.  We  shelled  them  as  we  passed.  While  we  were 
stiff  under  fire  at  this  place,  and  steaming  very  slowlv.  heading  down 
tbe.  ^er,  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  the  steamer  Tennessee 
wfncn  bad  been  astern  of  us,  came  down  heading  directly  for  us.  See- 
ing  a  collision  must  take  place  unless  she  altered  her  course,  I.  as  well 
as  Mr.  Colburn,  hailed  her  in  a  loud  voice  to  starboard  her  helm  and 
at  the  same  time  we  put  ours  hard  aport  in  order  to  avoid  a  collision 
1  hey  on  board  her  did  not  seem  to  hear  or  heed  us,  and  her  bow  struck 
us  abreast  the  forechannels,  and  her  stern  swung  around  smashing1  our 
port  forechams  and  breaking  down  our  whole  rail  from  the  gang- 
way  forward;  also  carrying  away  the  first  cutter  and  the  davits  on 
Vf,  Por^  «lde-  ^.\e  hacked  and  succeeded  in  getting  clear  of  her. 
After  recexvmg  this  damage,  steamed  down  river  and  came  to  anchor 
at  1 1 . 10  p.  m.  astern  of  the  Monongahela ,  W  e  expended  44  rounds  of 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


351 


July  10. — At  anchor  10  miles  below  College  Point.  At  7:20  a.  in. 
steamed  up  river.  At  8:15  came  to  anchor.  Tennessee  went  down 
river;  the  Esssex  and  Monongahela  steamed  up  river.  At  10:45  saw  a 
body  of  rebel  cavalry  on  shore.  Opened  on  them  with  20-pounder 
rifle;  tired  8  percussion  shell.  At  11:40  steamed  up  river  to  our 
picket  station  on  east  bank  of  river  and  lay  stemming  the  current.  At 
12:20  steamed  up  river  a  short  distance.  Saw  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry 
on  the  bank.  Opened  tire  on  them  with  20-pounder  rifle,  32-pounder 
and  24-pounder  howitzer.  Fired  3  20-pounder  concussion  shell;  3 
shrapnel  for  24-pounder,  1  shell  for  32-pounder.  At  1  p.  m.  turned 
and  steamed  down  the  river.  At  2:20  turned  and  steamed  up  the 
river.  At  3  the  Essex  and  the  Monongahela  came  down  with  the  New 
London  in  tow.  At  3:50  steamed  alongside  the  New  London,  made 
fast,  and  took  her  in  tow.  From  4  to  6:  Steamed  up  river  about  2 
miles  to  our  picket  station,  for  the  New  London  to  take  on  board  her 
wounded  that  had  been  put  on  shore.  Took  them  on  board  and  at 
4:50  steamed  down  river.  At  11:50  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  New 
Orleans. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  New  London,  Lieutenant-Commander  G.  H.  Perkins,  U.  S.  Navy, 

commanding. 

July  3 ,  1863. — At  4:20  p.  m.  shoved  off  from  Fearnot  and  proceeded 
up  the  river  in  tow  of  U.  S.  transport  North  America.  At  4:30 
passed  the  U.  S.  transport  Sallie  Robinson  with  steamer  Iberville  in 
tow,  the  latter  having  been  disabled  by  the  Confederates  up  the  river. 
At  5:30  passed  the  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela  going  down  the  river. 
Stationed  crew  at  quarters. 

July  L — At  8: 10  a.  m.,  while  passing  White  Hall  Sawmill,  were  flred 
into  from  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  shots  passing  through  the  North 
America  and  over  our  deck.  Cast  off  immediately  and  opened  fire  on 
them  with  shell,  grape,  and  canister,  starting  the  Confederates  clear 
from  the  shore.  After  firing  about  40  rounds  stood  upstream,  but 
afterwards  returned  to  pick  up  our  boats  that  had  broken  adrift  from 
alongside  when  we  cast  off  from  tow.  Had  not  proceeded  more  than 
a  mile  when  the  Kineo  hove  in  sight,  having  our  boats  in  tow;  turned 
and  stood  up  river  with  the  Kineo  in  company.  At  11:20  arrived  at 
Donaldson ville  and  found  the  Princess  Royal  and  Winona  anchored  off 
there.  At  1  p.  m.  stood  down  river.  At  2  p.  m.  opened  fire  on  the 
river  banks  near  White  Hall  Sawmill.  Shelling  along  the  river  banks 
and  woods,  the  Kineo  in  company,  till  2:45;  ceased  firing.  The  Kineo 
rounding  to,  we  stood  down  the  river.  Later  part  of  the  watch,  rain 
squall. 

July  6. — At  6  a.  m.  got  underway  and  went  under  shears  to  exchange 
42-pounder  Sawyer  rifle  for  32-pounder  and  take  in  ordnance  stores 
for  U.  S.  S.  Richmond.  At  7:30  arrived  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela  and 
U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas.  Light  breezes  from  the  west  and  pleasant 
weather.  At  9:30  p.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  river, 
convoying  the  steamer  Lda  loaded  with  stores  for  the  fleet  above. 

July  7. — This  day  commences  with  a  light  wind  from  the  southward 
and  westward  and  clear.  At  4  a.  m.  slowed  down,  waiting  for  the 
Monongahela! s  coming  up.  At  4:45  the  Monongahela  hove  insight 
and  continued  in  our  company  the  remainder  of  the  watch.  From  8 
to  12  m, :  Gentle  breezes  from  the  westward  and  clear  weather.  Still 
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in  company  with  the  Monongahela  and  Ida.  At  8 : 40  a.  in.  slowed 
down  and  spoke  some  cavalry  on  the  right-hand  shore.  They  reported 
a  battery  of  three  guns  on  the  opposite  bank.  At  9  a.  m.  discovered 
the  battery  on  the  White  Hall  Bend;  they  opened  fire;  we  immediately 
slowed  down  and  opened  on  them,  the  Monongahela  doing  the  same. 
Discovered  also  many  sharpshooters  firing  at  us.  Shelled  many  houses 
along  the  bau,k  until  9: 45.  At  10:15  arrived  at  Donaldsonville  and 
delivered  2  kegs  of  powder  to  the  Winona.  At  12  m.  got  underway 
and  proceeded  up  the  river  in  company  with  the  Monongahela,  convoy¬ 
ing  the  steamers  Brown  and  Ida.  At  6  p.  m.  spoke  the  U.  S.  S. 
Tennessee  in  Manchac  Bend;  received  orders  from  Rear-Admiral  Far- 
ragut  to  return  to  Donaldsonville  with  dispatches.  At  9:15  p.  m. 
anchored  off  Donaldsonville.  At  11:45  p.  m.  arrived  the  steamer  St. 
Mary's  down  river. 

duly  8. — At  2  a.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  river  in 
company  with  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Ilineo  to  convoy  the  transport  St. 
Mary's.  Passed  the  batteries  at  White  Hall  Bend  and  returned,  engag¬ 
ing  them  as  we  passed.  We  were  struck  four  times,  cutting  away  our 
starboard  fore-rigging  and  injuring  our  main-deck  awning.  At  6  a.  m. 
returned  to  Donaldsonville  and  anchored  on  the  starboard  quarter  of 
the  Princess  Poyal.  At  12:30  p.  m.  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee ,  with  Rear- 
Admiral  Farragut  and  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela ,  came  down  the  river 
and  anchored.  At  2:45  p.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the 
river.  At  3:45  stopped  and  sent  a  boat  ashore,  having  discovered  two 
contrabands  signaling  us.  They  reported  the  rebels  having  taken  two 
negroes  from  the  Government  plantation.  At  10:30  p.  m.  came  to 
anchor  off  Baton  Rouge. 

July  9. — At  11:30  p.  m.  arrived  off  Donaldsonville.  Received 
orders  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  and  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Winona  to 
pass  the  batteries  with  us.  At  12  midnight  started  going  ahead  slow, 
giving  the  Winona  time  to  get  underway. 

July  10. — At  1  a.  m.  the  Winona  appeared  in  sight;  went  ahead 
strong.  At  1:15  the  enemy  opened  fire  with  infantry  and  artillery, 
the  second  shot  entering  the  boiler.  The  steam  rushed  out  with  great 
force,  scalding  John  Brooks,  [acting]  third  assistant  engineer;  George 
Taylor,  first-class  fireman;  Joseph  Mathews,  first-class  fireman;  James 
Cook,  coal  heaver;  Charles  Alexander,  coal  heaver,  and  James  Doni- 
gan,  second-class  fireman.  After  being  disabled,  put  the  helm  astar- 
board  and  ran  her  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river.  Manned  the  port 
battery  and  began  playing  on  the  opposite  shore.  The  fire  of  the 
enem}T  being  severe  on  our  position,  we  manned  boats,  put  out  a  kedge 
astern,  and  got  her  afloat  without  much  difficulty,  letting  her  drift 
down  river  till  out  of  range  of  the  upper  battery.  The  principal  bat¬ 
tery  being  below  us,  Lieutenant-Commander  Perkins  decided  to  tow 
her  in  and  make  her  fast  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  again,  and,  as 
it  was  expected  the  enemy  would  shift  his  fielclpieces  and  open  fire  at 
daylight,  all  the  ship’s  company  were  sent  on  shore  under  the  levee 
for  protection,  three  persons  stopping  on  board  to  look  out  for  the 
magazine.  Immediately  on  reaching  the  river’s  bank  messengers  were 
dispatched  for  Donaldsonville  and  down  the  river  to  the  U.  S.  S. 
Monongahela  and  Pssex  for  assistance.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  No  signs 
of  the  enemy.  Messengers  returned  from  Donaldsonville  stating  that 
intelligence  of  the  disaster  had  been  given  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  Princess  Poyal ,  but  up  to  8  o’clock  no  assistance  arrived. 
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Intelligence  from  below  stated  that  the  enemy  had  strong  batteries 
below  College  Point.  From  8  a.  m.  to  12  m.:  Ship’s  company  still  on 
shore.  At  10  a.  m.  heard  heavy  tiring  below,  supposed  to  be  some 
vessel  conn ng  up  engaging  the  batteries.  At  11  saw  the  Monongahela 
with  the  fssex  m  tow.  The  Monongahela  took  us  on  her  port  sicle,  the 
.Essex  going  on  her  starboard  to  protect  both.  Nearly  all  the  ship’s 
compat^  who  went  on  shore  at  that  place  being  on  board,  proceeded 
11  6  riy,eF  From  12  to  1  p.  m:  At  1  p.  m.  passed  the  batteries 
at  College  Point;  at  1:30  the  batteries  at  Burnside  plantation.  At 
2.  oO  passed  the  battery  at  8>t.  James  sugar  refinery.  Received  a 
hea\y  tire  from  each,  which  was  returned  by  the  Monongahela  and 
Essex.  At  3:  30  cast  off  from  the  Monongahela  and  made  fast  to  the 
Kineo.  At  3:30  sent  a  boat  on  shore  for  John  Brooks,  [acting]  third 
assistant  engineer;  Georg-e  Taylor,  first-class  fireman,  and  James  Cook, 
coal  heaver.  Pleasant  weather  during  the  watch.  From  4  to  8  p.  m. 
made  fast  to  the  Kineo  and  proceeded  down  the  river.  At  11: 45  p.  m. 
arrived  at  New  Orleans  and  came  to  anchor  astern  of  the  flagship. 

July  11.  New  Orleans,  La.  At  11  cast  off  the  Kineo  and  hauled 
the  vessel  alongside  the  levee  for  repairs.  From  12  to  4  p.  m.:  Sent 
John  Brooks,  third  assistant  engineer,  George  Taylor,  fireman,  and 
James  Cook,  coal  heaver,  ashore  to  the  hospital.  From  4  to  8  p.  m. : 
Captain  Perkins  and  paymaster  F.  H.  Thompson,  with  5  men,  came 
down  the  river  on  the  gunboat  Albatross  and  reported  on  board  At 
6  p.  m.,  the  U.  S.  S.  Hartford ,  with  the  gunboats  Albatross  and  Estrella , 
came  down  the  river  and  anchored. 

July  12. — New  Orleans,  La.  At  5  a.  m.  U.  S.  gunboat  Winona 
arrived  from  Port  Hudson,  bringing  5  men  belonging  to  this  vessel 
left  on  shore  below  Donaldsonville. 

July  13. — From  8  to  12  m. :  Lieutenant-Commander  Edward  Potter 
relieved  Lieutenant-Commander  G.  H.  Perkins. 


Abstract  log  of  the  IJ.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal,  Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy, 

commanding. 

June  27,  1863. — At  anchor  Donaldsonville,  La.  At  5:30  p.  m. 
received  a  letter  from  major  commanding  Fort  Butler,  which  had 
been  sent  to  him  by  the  rebels,  notifying  him  to  send  all  women  and 
children  from  the  vicinity.  Commander  Woolsey  went  on  shore 
immediately.  At  6:45  mustered  all  hands  to  quarters.  At  7:20  all 
hands  up  anchor;  7:40  underway,  all  hands  at  quarters,  cleared  ship 
for  action  and  received  on  board  for  protection  the  following  persons: 
Charles  Phitchling,  Government  superintendent  of  James  Jewett’s 
plantation,  Charles  Waverill,  manager  of  the  same,  and  George  H. 
Bradshaw,  U.  S.  engineer;  Charles  Mulberry,  servant  of  Captain 
Page,  U.  S.  Army.  From  8  till  midnight:  Underway,  keeping  posi¬ 
tion,  started  ahead,  stopped  engines  as  occasion  required.  At  8:30  p.  m. 
the  provost-marshal  of  Donaldsonville,  Major  [Henry  M.]  Porter,  in 
company  with  Lieutenant  Merrill,  U.  S.  A.,  came  on  board.  At  9:20 
steamer  Cornie  came  down  the  river,  stopping  at  Donaldsonville. 
Major  Porter  boarded  her,  taking  with  him  Charles  Mulberry  and 
sending  him  to  New  Orleans.  At  11:40  came  to  anchor.  Boat  came 
alongside  from  telegraph  office,  reporting  that  a  gunboat  had  just 
passed  Bonnet  Carre,  bound  for  Donaldsonville. 
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June  28. — At  12:10  a.  m.  a  signal  of  danger  was  made  from  the  fort 
by  burning  a  red  Coston  light.  At  12:15  a.  m.  all  hands  up  anchor. 
At  12:50  underway,  steaming  slowly  ahead,  battery  cast  loose,  ship 
clear  and  ready  for  action.  At  1:05  another  red  Coston  light  burned 
and  a  musket  also  fired  at  same  time.  At  1: 25  an  attack  was  made  on 
the  upper  side  of  the  fort,  the  fort  firing  two  guns  rapidly.  We 
commenced  action  by  opening  fire  on  the  enemy’s  storming  party, 
shelling  the  woods  around  the  fort  and  beyond.  The  firing  kept  up 
rapidly  from  all  our  guns.  Enemy  opened  on  us  with  sharpshooters, 
and  with  grape  from  their  artillery.  At  2:30  a.  m.  Isaac  Foster, 
ordinary  seaman,  was  killed  while  working  his  gun,  being  shot  through 
the  head  by  enemy’s  sharpshooters.  At  same  time  Alexander  Gordon, 
captain  forecastle,  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  wrist;  both  men  belonged 
to  the  first  division.  Charles  Preston,  seaman,  was  shot  through  both 
legs  by  sharpshooters.  Opened  on  the  enemy  with  grape  and  shrapnel. 
From  4  till  8  a.  m. :  At  4  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Winona  hove  in  sight  and 
commenced  firing  on  the  rebels.  At  4:15  ceased  firing,  the  enemy 
having  fallen  back.  At  4: 35  the  Kineo  hove  in  sight,  also  the  U.  S. 
transport  St.  Mary’s /  the  latter  proceeded  on  up  the  river.  The  two 
gunboats  came  to  anchor  off  the  fort.  At  6  came  to  anchor.  The 
commanders  of  the  Winona  and  Kineo  paid  Commander  Woolsey  a 
visit.  Received  on  board  24  rebel  prisioners  from  the  fort.  Stationed 
sentries  over  them.  Sent  on  shore  and  procured  a  coffin  from  Major 
Bullen,  commanding  the  fort,  for  the  body  of  Isaac  Foster,  killed 
in  action.  At  11  delivered  for  defense  of  the  fort  100  rounds  of 
24-pounder  fixed  ammunition.  At  meridian  Monongahela  arrived. 
At  1:45  p.  m.  the  Genesee  arrived  and  came  to  anchor,  a  tugboat  also 
arrived  from  down  river.  At  2:15  put  all  prisoners  in  single  irons 
and  placed  them  on  the  berth  deck.  At  3:30  underway,  keeping  posi¬ 
tion,  working  engines  as  required.  At  5:30  came  to  anchor  in  line 
astern  of  Monongahela.  From  6  till  8  p.  m. :  The  Monongahela , 
Genesee ,  Kineo ,  and  Winona  commenced  shelling  the  wroods  in  rear 
and  both  sides  of  the  fort.  At  7:45  the  senior  ship  made  signal,  cease 
firing.  Sent  on  shore,  for  duty  at  the  fort,  5  men,  with  5  Enfield 
rifles,  accouterments  complete,  and  60  rounds  of  ball  catridges,  75 
percussion  caps  to  each  man. 

June  29. — At  4: 50  a.  m.  was  hailed  by  the  Monongahela  and  requested 
to  send  all  the  rebel  prisoners  on  board  the  transport  Zephyr.  Sent 
24.  At  2  p.  m.  called  the  first  and  fifth  guns’  crews  to  quarters. 
Genesee ,  Monongahela ,  Kineo ,  and  Winona  commenced  shelling  the 
woods  in  rear  and  above  the  fort.  Princess  Royal  fired  five  rounds 
from  30-pounder  rifle.  At  3  p.  m.  the  Monongahela  got  underway 
and  proceeded  down  the  river.  At  3:30  the  Kineo  went  down  the 
river.  Rebels  8  miles  above  on  Doyle’s  plantation;  had  taken  1  Fed¬ 
eral  officer  prisoner,  who  was  attending  telegraph  office.  Rebels 
below  with  6  pieces  of  artillery ;  number  of  rebels  not  known.  At 
7 : 30  gunboat  Winona  came  up  to  old  anchorage  again.  At  8:30  got 
underway  and  proceeded  up  river,  convoying  steamer  rberville.  At 
10:50  parted  company  with  the  Iberville  and  started  down  river. 
At  8  bells  hoisted  signal  lights,  having  made  gunboats  at  anchor  off 
Donaldsonville,  which  was  in  flames. 

June  30. — At  10:30  a.  m.  observed  our  pickets  being  driven  in  b}T 
the  enemy.  Made  a  barricade  of  awnings  and  hammocks  around  the 
ship’s  bulwarks.  At  5:20  p.  m.  the  Genesee  anchored  and  commenced 
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firing,  shelling  the  woods.  At  5:30  p.  m.  called  first  and  fifth  gun’s 
crews  to  quarters  and  commenced  firing,  shelling  the  woods.  At  4:45 
Genesee  signaled;  ceased  firing,  having  fired  four  rounds  from  No.  1 
rifle  and  three  from  No.  5  rifle. 

July  1. — At  10  a.  m.  Genesee  came  alongside,  spoke  us,  and  proceeded 
down  the  river.  At  10:45  a  boat  from  the  fort  came  alongside  with  a 
message;  also  reporting  that  the  enemy  were  about  H  miles  to  the 
right  of  the  fort  about  2,000  strong.  At  4:45  p.  m.  proceeded  up  the 
river.  Genesee  hailed  us  in  passing  to  fire  three  shell  into  the  woods 
on  left  of  river  and  then  return  to  our  anchorage.  At  5:25  fired  2 
15-second  shell  and  1  5-second  shell,  all  three  from  30-pounder  Parrott 
rifles.  At  5: 35  stood  down  river. 

July  3. — -At  12:25  a.  m.  tugboat  Ida  passed  down  river.  At  1, 
transport  Sallie  Robinson  passed  down  river;  hailed  and  stopped  her 
and  carried  mail  on  board,  then  [she]  immediately  proceeded  down 
river.  At  2:30  the  Sallie  Robinson  and  tugboat  Ida  returned;  tug¬ 
boat  came  alongside  (having  Captain  Alden  on  board),  asking  for  a 
convoy  down  the  river,  reporting  that  a  steamer  had  been  attacked  by 
the  rebels  about  10  miles  below.  The  steamer  Zephyr  came  up  river, 
having  been  fired  into  by  the  rebels.  Also  reported  the  steamer  Iber¬ 
ville  disabled  and  wanting  assistance.  At  3:20  the  Winona  got  under¬ 
way  and  proceeded  down  the  river  to  convoy  the  Sallie  Robinson  and 
Ida  and  render  assistance  to  the  Iberville. 

July  5. — At  8:55  p.  m.  signal  lights  from  the  fort  red  and  white, 
enemy  approaching.  At  10:55  received  on  board  Francis  F.  Scott, 
charged  with  shooting  Major  Bullen,  in  charge  of  post,  Fort  Butler. 
Put  him  in  double  irons  and  placed  a  sentry  over  him. 

July  6. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m.  Received  information  of  the  death  of 
Major  Bullen.  At  11:15  a.  m.  received  on  board  from  the  commander 
of  the  fort  under  custody  of  guard,  charged  with  being  spies,  Emile 
Brun  and  Frank  Alema.  At  11:25  sent  them  back  to  fort. 

July  7. — From  8  till  meridian:  Heard  heavy  firing  below.  At  10:10 
New  London  and  Monongahela  came  to  anchor.  Captain  of  the  New 
London  came  on  board,  bringing  mail.  Commander  YVoolsey  visited 
the  Monongahela.  At  11:20  sent  Mr.  De  Lacey  on  shore  to  telegraph 
to  Commodore  Morris  at  New  Orleans  that  the  rebels  have  guns  in  posi¬ 
tion  below  us  in  extent  some  5  miles;  that  on  the  Monongahela1  s  passage 
up  Captain  Read  had  been  mortally  wounded.  Mr.  De  Lacey  returned 
from  shore,  reporting  that  the  rebels  had  cut  the  telegraph  wires  below. 
At  12:15  the  New  London  and  Monongahela  proceeded  up  the  river. 
At  9:40  p.  m.  the  New  London  came  down  the  river,  and  hailing  the 
gunboats  below  us  informed  them  of  the  capture  of  Vicksburg.  Called 
all  hands  to  cheer  ship  and  manned  the  guns.  The  New  London  came 
up,  hailed,  reporting  for  duty  to  the  captain,  informing  him  that  Vicks¬ 
burg  had  been  taken  on  the  4th  instant  with  20,000  prisoners,  and  that 
the  admiral  would  come  down  the  river  in  a  day  or  two,  and  that  we 
were  to  remain  here  until  that  time.  Gave  three  more  cheers  and 
piped  down.  Sent  dingey  on  shore  with  an  officer  to  inform  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  fort  of  the  glorious  news.  Two  shots  were  fired  at  the 
forecastle  lookout  at  9:45.  Pivoted  the  IX-inch  gun  to  starboard  to 
bear  on  the  quarter  whence  firing  came.  Boat  came  alongside  asking 
for  medical  aid  for  troops  on  the  Cornie;  sent  Surgeon  Chandler  on 
board. 
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July  10. — At  1:15  a.  m.  the  Winona  and  New  London  proceeded 
down  the  river.  At  1  was  hailed  from  shore,  stating  that  there  were 
dispatches  for  this  steamer  on  shore.  Immediately  sent  an  officer  in 
charge  of  a  boat,  on  shore  and  received  dispatches.  From  1:30  till  2 
heard  heavy  firing  down  river,  also  saw  skyrocket.  At  3  the  Winona 
passed  up  river.  At  5  a  boat  came  alongside  bringing  an  officer  and 
two  men  from  the  New  London ,  reporting  that  she  had  been  disabled 
and  was  then  on  shore  under  the  enemy’s  tire.  The  party  from  the 
New  London  proceeded  down  to  their  ship.  Telegraph  wires  being 
cut  for  4  miles  could  not  telegraph  to  the  admiral  at  New  Orleans. 
Sent  on  shore  to  ascertain  if  the  fort  would  be  able  to  hold  their  own 
in  the  event  of  our  leaving  the  post  to  assist  the  New  London.  At  7 
received  on  board  a  wounded  man  from  the  New  London.  At  7 : 45 
sent  Mr.  Langley  in  dingey  to  wait  here  until  return  of  ship.  At  7: 55 
got  underway  and  proceeded  slowly  up  river.  Sent  Mr.  Stevenson, 
the  paymaster,  on  horseback  to  New  Orleans,  on  duty.  At  8:20 
passed  eight  steamers,  all  laden  with  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery; 
all  landed  at  the  fort.  At  8:25  turned  round  and  proceeded  down  the 
river.  At  8:40  steamer  Maurice  came  down  the  river,  landing  at  fort. 
All  steamers  reported  having  been  fired  into  from  above.  At  8:50 
proceeded  down  the  river,  all  hands  at  quarters  for  action.  At  9:30 
discovered  a  large  body  of  men  with  some  artillery  in  position.  Sent 
a  boat  on  the  opposite  shore  and  brought  off  Commander  Perkins,  of 
the  New  London.  At  9:45  proceeded  up  to  Donaldsonville,  piped 
down.  At  10:15  saw  a  body  of  mounted  troops  going  down  the  river 
on  the  right  bank.  At  10:30  arrived  at  Donaldsonville.  At  12:20 
p.  m.  the  paymaster  of  the  New  London  came  on  board.  At  12:25 
Commander  Perkins  came  on  board.  General  Weitzel  visited  the  ship. 
At  12:50  transport  La  Belle  proceeded  down  the  river  to  land  troops 
to  protect  the  New  London.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.  received  on  board  four 
men  from  the  New  London ,  with  their  arms. 

July  1J — Proceeded  down  the  river.  At  5  p.  m.  stopped  about  15 
miles  below  Donaldsonville  and  sent  a  boat  on  shore,  in  charge  of  an 
officer,  for  some  officers  and  wounded  men  of  the  steamer  New  London. 
At  6  boat  returned,  bringing  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  L.  H.  Kendall 
and  6  men  (5  badly  scalded,  1  loss  of  left  arm).  Proceeded  down  the 
river;  came  to  anchor  opposite  Donaldsonville. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Winona,  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Weaver,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

commanding. 

June  £7,  1863. — Off  Plaquemine.  At  1  p.  m.  boarded  the  steamer 
Sadie  Robinson ,  bound  up  river  with  a  schooner  in  tow.  Arrested 
the  following  men  on  her  and  brought  them  on  board:  Julian  Grassier, 
T.  M.  Nelms,  and  A.  Heise.  These  prisoners  had  passes  to  New 
Orleans  and  return;  they  got  off  at  this  place.  They  were  searched 
and  on  the  person  of  A.  Heise  was  found  $8,585  in  Confederate  monev, 
and  in  his  carpet  bag  was  found  a  bundle  of  late  New  Orleans  papers. 
Sent  these  prisoners  to  New  Orleans  on  the  steamer  Cornie ,  in  charge 
of  Acting  Ensign  William  McKendry,  to  be  delivered  over  to  the 
provost-marshal. 

June  $8. — Having  received  information  by  a  courier  from  Donald¬ 
sonville  that  the  place  would  be  attacked  this  morning,  weighed  at  1 
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a.  ni.  and  proceeded  down  the  river.  At  2  a.  m.  heard  heavy  firing. 
At  3  a.  m.  discovered  the  U.  S.  S.  Princess  Payed ,  who  was  engaging 
the  enemy.  At  3:30  opened  fire  with  shell  and  shrapnel,  steamed 
slowly  down  by  the  fort,  and,  when  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  bayou, 
shelled  down  the  bayou  road,  causing  fearful  havoc  among  the  enemy. 
Turned  and  came  up  again,  keeping  up  a  most  terrific  fire  on  the 
enemy’s  storming  party,  who  were  just  attempting  to  carry  the  fort, 
but  our  fire  was  delivered  with  such  fatality  they  withdrew  in  confu¬ 
sion,  and  at  4:o0  the  enemy’s  fire  had  ceased  entirely.  Lowered  our 
boats  and  sent  on  shore  for  prisoners  taken  in  the  engagement. 
Brought  on  board  9  line  officers  and  56  privates.  At  5  a.  m.  anchored 
abreast  of  the  town.  At  9:30  a.  m.  put  20  of  our  prisoners  on  board 
the  gunboat  Kineo.  At  9:45  came  to  anchor.  Our  troops  engaged 
burning  the  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort.  At  11:50  the  flagship 
Mon onga.hela  came  up  river  and  came  to  an  anchor  among  the  fleet. 
From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  The  Genesee  came  down  the  river  and 
anchored  among  the  fleet.  At  2:20  p.  m.  flagship  Monongahela  and 
gunboat  Genesee  steamed  ahead  of  us  and  took  up  a  position  for  engage¬ 
ment.  At  3  p.  m.  received  ammunition  on  board  from  ordnance  officer 
at  New  Orleans.  At  5  p.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  dropped  down  a 
short  distance  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  bayou.  At  6  the  Kineo 
anchored  ahead  of  us.  At  7  the  fieet  fired  a~  few  shell  back  of  the 
town  in  the  woods.  Our  troops  engaged  burning  the  houses  in  the 
town  facing  the  bayou  road.  At  7: 20  sent  a  detachment  of  men  to 
the  fort  to  reinforce  J.  B.  Wheeler,  F.  Cosey,  John  H.  Stanclift, 
William  Burns,  and  Edmund  Hays.  The  fleet  ceased  firing  at  7:45. 
Expended  the  following  ammunition  during  the  morning’s  engagement: 
For  Xl-inch:  13  5-second  shell  and  cartridges,  5  10-second  shell,  1 
15-seconcl  shell,  6  shrapnel,  and  cartridges.  For  rifle  gun:  1  rifle  shell 
and  cartridges.  For  howitzers:  9  shell  and  cartridges  and  15  shrapnel. 
For  32-pounder:  9  5-second  shell  and  cartridges  and  9  stands  grape 
and  cartridges.  In  the  evening  expended  the  following:  For  Xl-inch 
gun:  3  20-second  shell  and  cartridges.  For  Parrott  gun:  4  Hotchkiss 
fuze  shell  and  cartridges. 

June  %9. — Anchored  off  Donaldson ville.  From  8  to  meridian: 
Heard  artillery  firing  during  the  morning  down  the  bay,  caused  by 
our  troops  shelling  the  woods.  At  2  p.  m.  the  fleet  engaged  shell¬ 
ing  the  woods  in  rear  of  the  fort.  At  3  the  Monongahela  got  under¬ 
way  and  went  down  the  river.  At  3:30  the  Kineo  proceeded  down 
the  river.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Having  learned  that  there  was  a  large 
rebel  force  below  the  town  about  4  miles,  weighed  anchor  and  stood 
down  river.  At  6:15  saw,  about  4  miles  below,  the  rebels  in  force  on 
the  left  bank  of  river.  Beat  to  quarters  and  opened  fire  with  the  bat¬ 
tery,  which  caused  them  to  retreat  to  the  cover  of  the  woods.  At 
6:40  ceased  firing,  turned  our  head  up  river,  steamed  slowly  up.  Sent 
a  boat  on  shore  and  arrested  two  men,  they  being  charged  with  being- 
accessory  in  cutting  the  United  States  telegraph  wires.  At  7 : 50  turned 
and  proceeded  up  river.  At  8:35  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Fort  But¬ 
ler,  Donaldsonville.  Saw  large  fires  caused  by  our  troops  in  town. 
Ammunition  expended — Xl-inch  gun:  4  shrapnel  and  cartridges,  1 
5-second  shell  and  cartridges.  For  rifle  gun:  5  Parrott  shell  and 
cartridges.  For  32-pounder:  4  5-second  shell  and  cartridges.  For 
howitzer:  6  shell,  fixed  ammunition. 
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July  3. —  Off  Donaldsonville.  At  12:30, a.  m.  tugboat  Ida  passed 
down  the  river;  12:45  the  Sallie  Robinson  and  tug  Ida  came  back 
and  reported  the  steamer  Ibervillet ired  into  9  miles  below.  At  3  a.  m. 
sent  a  boat  on  shore  and  brought  off  two  soldiers  who  had  come  from 
the  Iberville.  At  3:20  weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  down  the  river 
to  the  assistance  of  the  Iberville.  From  4  to  8  a.  m.:  Steaming  down 
the  river,  the  Ida  and  Sallie  Robinson  in  convoy.  At  4:10  a.  m.  saw 
steamer  Iberville  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river.  At  3:30  the  enemy 
opened  lire  on  us  from  the  right  bank  of  the  river  with  musketry. 
Beat  to  quarters  and  opened  fire  on  them  with  shrapnel  and  canister, 
which  caused  them  to  retreat.  Proceeded  down  river  about  20  miles, 
turned,  and  proceeded  on  up  river.  At  8:15  went  to  general  quarters 
and  fired  a  few  shots  at  the  enemy,  who  were  on  the  right  bank.  At 
8  a.  m.  ceased  firing.  At  9:50  came  to  anchor  off  Donaldsonville. 
Ammunition  expended — For  Xl-inch  gun:  1  10-second ’shell  and  car¬ 
tridges;  7  shrapnel  and  cartridges.  For  rifle  gun:  2  Plotchkiss  shell 
and  cartridges.  For  32-pounder:  3  5-second  shell  and  cartridges.  For 
howitzer:  12  shrapnel  and  1  shell. 

July  5. — Off  Donaldsonville.  At  8:30  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and 
stood  down  river.  At  9:10,  when  about  9  miles  below,  was  fired  into 
by  the  enemy  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  with  heavy  volleys  of 
musketry.  Beat  to  quarters  and  opened  on  them  with  the  battery, 
the  enemy  continually  firing  as  we  proceeded  down  river.  At  10:10 
ceased  firing.  At  10:25  turned  head  upstream  and  waited  for  a 
steamer  bound  up  to  convoy.  At  2:30  p.  m.  we  fired  a  few  shell  from 
the  Xl-inch  and  rifle  gun  at  a  party  of  men  working  behind  the  levee, 
apparently  building  a  battery.  At  2:45  p.  m.  the  steamer  Cornie 
came  up  river,  when  we  both  proceeded  on  up  river.  At  3:30,  when 
opposite  Mrs.  Winchester’s  plantation,  was  fired  into  by  the  enemy 
with  a  field  battery  and  heavy  volleys  of  musketry.  Opened  fire  with 
the  battery,  and  in  twenty  minutes  had  entirely  succeeded  in  silencing 
the  enemy’s  fire.  At  4  ceased  firing. 

July  10. — At  12:05  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  stood  down  the  river 
in  company  with  the  New  London.  At  1  a.  m.  rounded  to  above 
Buena  Vista;  the  New  London  proceeded  on  down.  At  1:15  heard 
heavy  firing  down  the  river.  At  2  proceeded  up  the  river.  At  4:45 
p.  m.  came  to  anchor  near  Port  Hudson. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela,  Commander  Abner  Read,  U.  S.  Navy. 

June  38, 1863. — A.t  4:20  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  up  river.  At 
8  a.  m.  abreast  of  Thirty-five  Mile  Point.  At  10:30  a.  m.  passed  Col¬ 
lege  Point.  At  1:15  exchanged  numbers  with  the  Winona,  Kineo , 
and  Princess  Royal  at  Donaldsonville.  At  1:30  p.  m.  came  to  anchor. 
At  2  the  Genesee  came  down  and  anchored.  Received  on  board  from 
the  Winona  and  Kineo  the  following  rebel  officers,  prisoners  of  war: 
D.  W.  Shannon,  lieutenant-colonel,  commanding  Fifth  Regiment 
Texas  Volunteers;  A.  Ridley,  Thomas  II.  Hall,  M.  Elkins,  A.  M. 
Lyles,  W.  H.  Mitchell  (second  lieutenant),  all  of  the  Arizona  Brigade; 
C.  L.  Jordan  (captain),  John  A.  Shepard  (first  lieutenant),  W.  W. 
Apperson  (first  lieutenant),  J.  A.  Darby  (first  lieutenant),  Fifth  Reg¬ 
iment,  Texas,  and  31  men  from  the  Second,  Fourth,  Fifth,  and  Sev¬ 
enth  Texas  Regiments  and  Third  Arizona  Brigade.  At  3:30  the 
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vessels  all  got  underway  and  fleeted  up  the  river.  At  7  p.  m.  went  to 
quarters  and  fired  several  rounds  of  shell  from  the  pivot  guns  over 
Donaldsonville.  From  8  to  midnight:  The  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee  arrived 
from  New  Orleans  at  11  p.  m.  The  steamer  Zephyr  also  arrived  with 
reinforcements. 

June  29. — .At  3:15  a.  m.  saw  two  large  fires  above  the  fort.  Deliv¬ 
ered  the^  prisoners  on  board  to  the  provost-marshal  on  board  the 
steamer  Zephyr.  At  2:05  the  Genesee  opened  tire  upon  the  woods  in 
rear  of  Donaldsonville;  fired  one  rifle  gun  at  the  same  place  12  times. 
G.  A.  McClury  (private),  belonging  to  the  Second  Regiment  Partisan 
Rangers  (Texas),  g’ave  himself  up  to  quit  fighting  for  the  war;  took 
him  on  board.  From  1  to  6  p.  m. :  Steaming  down  the  river.  At 
4:20  fired  two  shots  from  12-pounder  howitzer  into  the  woods.  Sent 
the  first  cutter  ashore  and  learned  that  a  party  of  the  enemy  had  just 
passed.  At  4:30  p.  m.  turned  around  and  steamed  a  short  distance  up 
river.  Spoke  the  Kineo ,  turned  around  and  steamed  down  the  river. 
At  5:40  overhauled  and  passed  the  Tennessee.  At  10:30  came  to  anchor 
off  New  Orleans. 

July  1. — At  1  a.  m.  a  dispatch  came  on  board  from  the  admiral. 
Called  all  hands  at  3:30  to  get  underway.  At  4:  30  steamed  up  the 
river.  At  10  a.  m.  stopped  and  communicated  with  the  patrol  of 
Reed’s  cavalry.  At  10:10  went  ahead  again.  At  10:30  stopped 
abreast  of  the  encampment  at  Grandview  Neck,  and  communicated. 
At  10:40  went  ahead  again.  At  11:30  stopped  and  sent  a  boat  ashore 
to  gain  information.  Fired  24-pounder  howitzer  over  the  levee.  At 
12:30  p.  m.  sent  an  armed  boat  ashore,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Batchellor,  at 
the  62-mile  sawmill,  and  destroyed  a  large  flatboat.  At  3  stopped  off 
Donaldsonville.  At  4: 15  p.  m.  started  up  the  river,  the  Genesee  follow¬ 
ing.  About  2  miles  above  Donaldsonville  saw  cloud  of  dust  back  from 
the  left-hand  levee.  Threw  6  rifle  shell  in  that  direction,  the  Genesee 
also  firing.  At  5:30  turned  round  and  started  down  river.  At  5:45 
the  Genesee  made  signal  to  this  vessel;  stopped  our  engines  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Read  went  on  board  of  her.  At  7  Captain  Read  returned  and  we 
started  down  the  river  again.  At  8  passed  the  62-mile  sawmill. 
From  8  to  midnight:  Steaming  down  the  river.  At  9:30  came  to 
anchor  near  Captain  Reed’s  camp. 

July  2. — At  12:30  a.  m.  the  Tennessee ,  with  the  admiral  on  board, 
passed  up  the  river.  At  8:30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded 
slowly  up  the  river,  accompanied  along  the  bank  by  a  squad  of  cavalry. 
From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Sent  a  dingey  on  shore  on  the  right  bank 
to  destroy  two  skiff's;  brought  one  off  to  the  ship.  Fired  2  12-pounder 
rifle  and  1  Xl-inch  shell  over  the  levee  to  start  out  the  rebels.  At  1 
turned  around  and  steamed  slowly  down  the  river,  the  squad  of  cav¬ 
alry  following  us.  At  1:30  stopped  our  engines  and  drifted  down, 
waiting  for  the  cavalry  to  come  up.  At  2:30,  the  cavalry  not  being  in 
sight,  we  rounded  to  and  steamed  up  the  river  to  look  for  them.  At 
4  turned  around  and  steamed  down  the  river,  having  heard  from  on 
shore  that  the  cavalry  had  passed  down.  At  5:20  met  the  Kineo  at 
anchor.  Came  to  anchor. 

July  3. — At  7  a.  m.  called  all  hands  up  anchor.  Tug  Ida  came  down 
river  and  reported  herself  and  the  Iberville  having  been  fired  into  from 
near  Madame  Winchester’s  plantation.  Steamed  up  river.  At  9  a.  m. 
boarded  the  Iberville ,  in  tow  of  the  Sallie  Robinson ,  having  been  dis¬ 
abled  by  shot  from  the  enemy  at  Madame  W  inchester’s  plantation. 
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Fired  shrapnel  from  howitzer  at  horsemen  along  the  levee.  At  11  oh 
Madame  Winchester’s  plantation;  heard  from  shore  that  the  rebels 
were  hidden  in  a  sugar  house.  Fired  8  200-[pounder]  rifle,  1  XI- 
inch  12  pounder  rifle,  and  24-pounder  howitzer  at  them.  At  12:40 
turned  down  the  river  again,  being  68  miles  from  New  Orleans.  At 
6:45  came  to  off  New  Orleans. 

July  J. — From  4  to  6  p.  m.,  steaming  up  the  river.  At  9: 15  p.  m. 
stopped  engines  and  sent  a  boat  to  the  Kineo.  Captain  Watters  came 
on  board  and  reported  that  the  enemy  had  artillery  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  At  9:45  started  ahead,  called  all  hands  to  quarters,  and  tired 
several  times  with  our  howitzers  on  the  left  bank;  no  reply  from  the 
enemy.  At  11:  30  p.  m.  passed  Donaldsonville. 

July  5. — Steaming  up  river.  At  5:30  a.  m.  passed  the  steamer 
North  America ,  bound  down,  with  prisoners  and  troops.  Arrived  off 
Baton  Rouge,  where  we  were  detained  forty  minutes  by  the  fog.  At 
8  exchanged  numbers  with  the  Tennessee  and  Richmond.  At  8:40 
came  to  below  Port  Hudson,  with  starboard  anchor.  At  11:40  got 
underway  and  steamed  down  the  river.  At  1:10  p.  m.  passed  Baton 
Rouge.  At  4  at  the  foot  of  Bayou  Goula  Landing.  At  5:15  stopped 
engines  off  Donddsonville  and  communicated  with  the  Princess  Royal 
and  Kineo.  The  Winona  came  up  with  a  convoy.  At  5:30  p.  m. 
started  ahead  again  with  the  steamer  North  America  under  convoy. 
At  5:45  called  all  hands  to  quarters.  At  6: 10  the  enemy  opened  fire 
on  us  from  the  right  bank  with  musketry  and  fieldpieces;  returned 
the  fire  immediately.  Expended  8  24-pounder  shrapnel,  8  Xl-inch 
24-pounder  shrapnel,  8  200-pounder  rifle  shot,  10  12-pounder  rifle  shell, 
8  12-pounder  shrapnel,  7  32-pounder  5-second  shell,  1  32-pounder 
canister,  1  32-pounder  grape.  Received  several  shots  from  musketry 
in  our  spars  and  hull.  At  8:  45  rounded  to  and  anchored  off  Bonnet 
Carre. 

July  7. — At  5:15  a.  m.  overhauled  the  New  London  and  Ida ,  bound  up 
the  river;  slowed  down  our  engines  to  keep  company  with  them.  At 
6  called  all  hands  and  went  to  quarters  when  abreast  of  College  Point. 
From  8  to  meridian:  When  near  the  plantation  of  Madame  Winches¬ 
ter  the  rebels  opened  on  us  with  musketry  and  four  pieces  of  artillery. 
Passing  the  plantation,  the  captain  ordered  the  vessel  to  be  stopped  to 
allow  the  New  Londoii  to  close  up  with  us.  About  this  time  (9)  a 
shell  came  through  the  bulwarks  on  the  port  quarter,  killing  Patrick 
Hamilton,  seaman,  outright,  and  dangerously  wounding  Captain  Read 
and  seriously  wounding  F.  Pfromer  and  J.  Huber.  Captain  T.  A. 
Jenkins,  a  passenger  on  board  for  Port  Hudson,  received  a  severe 
contusion  on  the  leg;  Lewis  Bunker,  a  wound  by  a  musket  ball  in 
the  shoulder;  Frank  Lawrence,  a  contused  wound.  At  10  anchored 
off  Donaldsonville.  At  12  got  underway  and  steamed  slowly  up 
river,  convoying  the  Ida.  Ship  struck  several  times.  From  meridian 
to  4  p.  m. :  Steaming  up  the  river  in  company  with  the  New  London 
and  tug  Ida.  Firing  heard  up  river.  At  12:15  went  to  general 
quarters,  firing  6  rounds  from  12-pounder  howitzers.  At  1:25  beat 
retreat,  not  having  seen  the  enemy.  At  3  p.  m.  met  the  steamer 
Brown;  spoke  her.  At  3:15  parted  company  with  the  New  London , 
she  having  been  ordered  to  convoy  the  Brown ,  and  steamed  up  the 
river.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.:  Spoke  the  flagship  Tennessee  at  the  foot 
of  Manchac  Bend.  Lieutenant  Dewey  went  on  board  to  report  to  the 
admiral  the  engagement  of  this  morning.  Parted  company  from  the 
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Ida,  she  going  on  ahead  of  us.  At  7:15  came  to  off  Baton  Rouge. 
Flag-steamer  Tennessee  came  up  and  anchored.  The  admiral  came  on 
board.  From  8  to  midnight:  Sent  Captain  Read  to  the  officers’  hos¬ 
pital,  his  steward  going  with  him.  Sent  Jacob  Huber  to  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Hospital  and  the  bod}r  of  Patrick  Hamilton  on  shore  for  burial. 

July  8.— Lieutenant  George  Dewey  in  command.  7:10  a.m.:  Got 
underway  and  steamed  down  the  river.  From  4  to  8  p.  m.  at  anchor 
off  Donaldsonville. 

July  9. — At  2:30  a.  m.  sent  a  boat  ashore  to  communicate  with 
Reed’s  cavalry,  who  hailed  the  ship  from  the  shore.  At  10:30  the 
llagship  half-masted  her  colors  and  a  burial  shoved  off  from  her;  half- 
masted  our  colors.  From  8  to  midnight:  Passing  the  enemy’s  first 
batteries  at  Madame  Winchester’s,  College  Point,  and  Fifty-four-mile 
Point,  tiring  Xl-inch  shrapnel,  32-pounder  shell,  and  12  and  24  pounder 
howitzers. 

July  10. — At  daylight  sent  launch  to  flagship  and  received  ordnance 
stores.  At  7  a.  m.  went  alongside  the  Essex  on  her  starboard  side  and 
started  up  the  river.  At  7:45  went  to  quarters  for  action.  From  8 
to  meridian:  Underway  with  the  ironclad  Essex  alongside,  steamed  up 
river.  We  were  fired  upon  by  the  batteiy  opposite  the  [Jefferson] 
College.  At  11:30  a.  m.  arrived  alongside  the  New  London ,  which 
had  been  disabled  and  run  ashore  below  the  upper  rebel  battery.  The 
Essex  went  ahead  and  engaged  the  upper  battery.  From  meridian  to 
4  p.  m. :  Got  the  New  London  alongside  port  side,  Essex  on  starboard 
side,  steamed  down  river.  WThen  at  the  head  of  Grand  View  Reach  the 
rebels  opened  a  warm  fire  from  fieldpieces  and  musketry,  also  at  College 
Point.  Anchored  a  few  miles  below;  Essex  cast  off  and  anchored 
ahead.  The  New  London  cast  off  and  was  taken  in  tow  by  the  Eineo. 

July  13. — Called  all  hands  to  muster,  when  Captain  Emmons  read 
his  orders  to  the  command  of  the  Monongahela.  Hoisted  divisional 
flag  as  senior  ship.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Transport  steamers  Empire 
Parish ,  Laurel  Hill ,  and  Brown  came  down  river  with  artillery  on 
board,  which  the}T  landed  here.  Occasional  firing  heard  in  the  rear. 
From  4  to  8  p.  m. :  Firing  of  artillery  all  the  watch  in  rear  of  Donald¬ 
sonville. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Green,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  attack  upon  Fort  Butler. 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Camp  on  La  Fourche ,  near  Paincourtville ,  July  3 ,  1863. 

Major:  In  accordance  with  the  order  of  General  Mouton,  command¬ 
ing,  of  the  26th  ultimo,  dated  at  Thibodeaux,  commanding  me  to  take 
possession  of  the  Federal  fort  at  Donaldsonville,  I  took  up  the  line  of 
march  from  Thibodeaux  about  8  o’clock  at  night,  with  [W.  P.]  Harde¬ 
man’s,  [D.  W.]  Shannon’s,  and  [P.  T.J  Herbert’s  regiments,  of  my 
brigade;  and  [W.  P.]  Lane’s,  [B.  W.]  Stone’s,  and  [JosephJ  Phillips’s 
regiments  of  Colonel  [James  P.]  Major’s  brigade;  and  [O.  J.]  Sernmes’ 
battery.  After  marching  the  entire  night,  I  encamped  within  9  miles 
of  the  fort  about  sunrise  the  next  morning. 

During  the  27th  I  rested  our  jaded  troops  and  horses,  getting  all 
the  information  which  could  be  procured  in  relation  to  the  situation  of 
the  fort,  its  force,  defenses,  etc.  I  placed  a  pontoon  bridge  across  the 
La  Fourche,  made  of  sugar-coolers,  and  crossed  over  Stone’s  regiment 
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to  the  east,  end  of  the  bayou,  and  ordered  him  to  advance  toward  Don- 
aldsonville  on  that  bank,  and  attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  and 
if  possible  to  attack  him  on  that  side.  With  the  balance  of  the  com¬ 
mand  I  advanced  during  the  night  of  the  27th  to  within  li  miles  of  the 
fort,  where  I  dismounted  the  command.  Having  determined  on  the 
plan  of  attack,  I  called  the  officers  commanding  regiments  together, 
and  explained  to  them  specifically  the  position  each  one  was  to  occupy 
in  the  assault. 

*  -x-  *  *  *  *  * 

*  *  *  Waiting  a  short  time  for  Major  Shannon  to  perform  the 

circuit  around  the  fort  to  the  Mississippi  above,  I  moved  the  column 
which  was  to  envelop  the  ditch,  with  Colonel  Major  at  the  head. 
Before  this  column  had  advanced  to  the  place  intended  for  it  prepara¬ 
tory  to  the  assault,  Major  Shannon,  of  the  Fifth  Texas,  encountered 
the  pickets  of  the  enemy,  and  a  fire  from  above  was  opened  on  him  by 
the  artillery  of  the  fort  and  from  the  two  gunboats  in  the  river. 

******* 

The  attack  on  the  fort  was  made  at  2  a.  m.,  being  before  daylight, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  gunboats  from  seeing  our  advance. 
The  columns  of  attack  of  Shannon  above  and  Hardeman  below  were 
expected  to  move  along  under  the  levee,  sheltered  from  the  artillery 
and  musketry  of  the  fort,  until  they  reached  the  stockade,  the  weeds 
on  the  margin  of  the  water,  as  I  was  informed,  preventing  a  full  view 
of  them  b}^  the  gunboats. 

Shannon  succeeded  in  making  the  entrance  with  little  or  no  loss,  and 
he  and  Colonel  Phillips  (entering  on  the  same  side)  would  doubtless 
have  succeeded  in  capturing  the  works  had  it  not  been  for  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  a  ditch  fronting  and  inside  the  levee,  of  which  I  had  no  knowl¬ 
edge  or  information.  All  of  my  guides  (and  some  of  them  resided 
within  two  miles  of  the  fort)  assured  me  that  when  we  got  through  the 
stockade,  between  the  levee  and  the  ri.ver,  we  had  an  open  way  into 
the  fort  without  impediment,  other  than  the  bayonets  of  the  enemy. 
We  were  not  repulsed  and  never  would  have  been  until  we  found,  after 
getting  into  the  stockade,  that  there  was  }Tet  a  ditch  to  cross,  running 
in  front  of  and  parallel  with  the  river,  and  no  means  whatever  on  hand 
to  cross  it.  At  this  ditch  a  most  desperate  fight  ensued  between  the 
commands  of  Shannon  and  Phillips  and  the  enemy.  Our  men  here 
used  brickbats  upon  the  heads  of  the  enemy,  who  returned  the  same. 
Captain  [Ira  G.]  Killough  and  Lieutenant  [W.  S.]  Land,  and  other 
officers  and  men  were  wounded  on  their  heads  with  bricks  thrown  by 
the  enemy,  which  had  first  been  thrown  by  our  men.  *  *  * 

We  fought  from  2  a.  m.  until  daylight  without  intermission,  and  our 
dead  and  wounded  show  the  desperation  of  the  assault.  The  garrison 
contained  between  500and  600  Federals.  Our  assaulting  party  engaged 
was  about  800  strong. 

*  ****** 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Thomas  Green, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Major  Louis  Bush, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General ,  Thibodeaux. 
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Report  of  Colonel  Major,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Napoleonville ,  June  30,  1863. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  *  *  *  : 

On  the  17th  went  down  Grosse  Tete  (Bayou)  to  Rosedale;  fed  horses 
and  men.  At  dark  started  for  Indian  Village;  arrived  at  2  a.  m.  on 
the  18th ;  crossed  [Joseph]  Phillips’s  regiment,  who  made  a  dash  into 
Plaquemine,  taking  87  prisoners,  burning  3  fine  steamers,  2  steam 
flats,  100  bales  of  cotton,  and  capturing  a  large  quantity  of  commissary  * 
stores,  there  were  no  facilities  for  crossing  Bayou  Plaquemine;  it 
took  until  5  p.  m.  to  cross  entire  brigade. 

At  6  p.  m.  started  down  Mississippi  River,  and  at  daylight  on  19th 
arrived  at  Bayou  Goula.  In  marching  down  the  bank  of  the  river 
three  large  gunboats  passed  the  column,  but  did  not  discover  us.  As 
an  attack  on  them  would  have  given  our  locality,  which  I  was  anxious 
to  conceal,  I  allowed  them  to  pass  unmolested. 

*  *****  * 

James  P.  Major, 

Colonel ,  Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Major  Louis  Bush, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Report  of  Captain  Faries,  C.  S.  Army,  of  engagement  between  Confederate  batteries  and 

Federal  vessels. 

Faries’ s  Battery,  P.  L.  A., 

In  the  Field  at  Allemand  Plantation, 

Assumption  Parish ,  La. ,  July  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  rifle  section  of  this  battery, 
two  3-inch  Parrott  guns,  under  First  Lieutenant  B.  F.  Winchester, 
took  position  at  Battery  No.  1,  on  Gaudet’s  plantation,  right  bank  of 
the  Mississippi  River,  St.  James  Parish,  about  12  miles  below  Donald- 
sonville,  where  embrasures  were  cut  through  the  levee  (some  1 2  feet 
high),  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant,  at  2  o’clock  a.  m.,  and  at  9 
o’clock  a.  m.  engaged  a  sloop  of  war,  said  to  be  the  Genesee ,  and  one 
gunboat  convojdng  a  small  steam  tug,  bound  up.  This  section  fired  5 
time-fuze  shell  and  8  solid  shot,  with  effect,  as  I  learned  through  par¬ 
ties  from  Donaldsonville  subsequently,  that  a  captain,  second  lieuten¬ 
ant,  and  seven  men  were  killed  or  wounded. 

At  3  o’clock  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  July,  instant,  the 
rifle  section  fired  2  solid  shot  and  3  shell  at  two  gunboats  convoying  a 
transport  going  down  the  river,  making  4  hits.  Same  day,  at  5  o’clock 
a.  in.,  fired  7  shell  (time  fuze)  and  10  solid  shot  at  two  gunboats,  bound 
up,  making  15  hits.  The  Mississippi  River  at  this  point  is  about  2,000 
yards  wide. 

On  July  9  constructed  platforms  and  cut  embrasures  at  intervals  of 
100  to  150  feet  for  two  6-pounder  bronze  smoothbore  guns,  two 
12-poundcr  bronze  field  howitzers  of  this  battery,  and  one  heavy 
12-pounder  bronze  field  gun  of  Cornay’s  Louisiana  Battery,  the  last 
under  Lieutenant  [O.  H.]  Jones. 

At  8:30  o’clock  p.  m.,  the  night  being  dark  and  misty  on  the  river, 
with  occasional  lightning,  causing  objects  on  the  water  to  appear 
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obscure,  opened  with  the  seven  pieces  on  a  fleet  of  nine  vessels,  com¬ 
posed  of  gunboats  and  transports,  including  the  ironclad  Essex  and  a 
sloop  of  war;  to  cover  the  passage  of  transports,  a  gunboat  was  appai- 
ently  lashed  on  each  side  of  a  transport,  which  last  were  evidently 
•well  loaded  with  men  and  material,  bound  down.  All  the  vessels  on 
the  right  of  their  column  approached  my  position  with  shotted  guns, 
as  they  all  instantly  answered  my  fire  by  a  broadside  from  their  whole 
line  all  of  which  passed  over  us. 

The  two  3-inch  rifles  tired  8  time-fuze  shell  and  6  solid  shot.  The 
heavy  firing  from  this  fleet  of  vessels  (many  of  them  armed  with  8,  11, 
and  15  inch  guns)  prevented  the  effect  of  the  shots  from  the  rifle 
section  being  accurately  observed.  Most  of  them,  however,  were  hits. 

The  12-pounder  field  gun,  under  Lieutenant  Jones,  fired  6  spherical 
case  and  4  solid  shot,  making  7  hits,  and,  by  the  sound,  doing  consid¬ 
erable  damage  to  the  vessels  of  the  enemy. 

The  12-pounder  howitzer  section,  under  Second  Lieutenant  O.  Gau- 
det,  fired  8  shell,  5  of  which  took  effect. 

The  section  of  6-pounder  bronze  smoothbore  guns,  under  Lieutenant 
S.  R.  Garrett,  fired  14  solid  shot,  making  14  hits. 

On  the  morning  of  July  10,  at  1:30  a.  m.,  the  7  guns  at  Battery 
No.  1,  opened  on  the  U.  S.  gunboat  New  London ,  bound  down. 

The  rifle  section  under  First  Lieutenant  B.  F.  W  inchester  fired  10 
shell  and  14  solid  shot,  he  having  run  his  guns  out  over  the  levee,  on 
to  the  batture,  enabling  the  cannoneers  to  fire  more  rapidly  and  longer 
at  the  same  object.  Most  of  these  shots  struck  this  vessel,  one  of 
them  cutting  her  steam  pipe  or  cylinder,  when  a  rocket  was  sent  up 
from  her,  which  proved  to  be  a  signal  for  assistance. 

Lieutenant  Jones’s  12-pounder  field  gun  fired  3  spherical  case  and  2 
solid  shot,  making  2  hits. 

The  12-pounder  howitzer  section,  under  Lieutenant  O.  Gaudet,  fired 
1  shell,  which  took  effect. 

The  6-pounder  section,  under  Lieutenant  S.  R.  Garrett,  fired  2  solid 
shot,  1  of  which  struck  her. 

The  cavalry  pickets  above  had  neglected  to  notify  me  of  her  approach. 
The  sky  was  so  overcast  with  clouds  it  was  difficult  to  make  out  floating 
objects;  the  new  moon,  which  had  been  obscured  most  of  the  night, 
shed  a  feeble  light,  when,  about  the  time  stated,  the  cannoneers  who 
were  on  guard  at  the  pieces  reported  this  vessel  almost  abreast  of 
my  position;  this  will  account  for  so  few  shots  being  fired  by  the  5 
smoothbored  pieces,  all  of  which  were  posted  above  the  rifle  section. 

The  New  London  proved  to  be  a  bark-rigged  vessel,  carrying  a  heavy 
rifled  gun  amidships  and  two  20-pounder  Parrott  rifles,  one  on  her  bow 
and  the  other  in  her  stern.  She  replied  but  feebly  to  our  guns.  It 
was  subsequently  ascertained  that  she  was  acting  as  a  dispatch  boat  for 
the  army,  carrying  important  information  from  Vicksburg  or  Port 
Hudson  to  New  Orleans.  As  soon  as  she  was  disabled  one  or  more 
boats  were  lowered  and  she  was  towed  or  drifted  into  the  left  bank  of 
the  river,  nearly  2  miles  below  this  battery.  At  this  time  information 
was  received  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  [Isham]  Chisum,  commanding  the 
scouts,  and  my  only  support,  several  companies  of  the  Sixth  Texas 
Cavalry,  that  the  enemy  was  landing  a  force  just  above  my  position 
(which  proved  to  be  false).  I  was  ordered  to  retire  to  the  heavy  tim¬ 
bered  woods,  over  4  miles  in  my  rear,  and  back  of  the  cane  fields  on 
the  river,  where  the  cut-off  or  Vacherie  road  entered  the  swamp. 
While  the  teams  were  being  fed  in  this  road,  I  received  orders  to 
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return  to  my  position  at  Battery  No.  1.  But  for  this  false  report  of 
the  enemy  being  on  my  flank,  which  occasioned  the  loss  of  over  live 
hours  of  most  valuable  time,  I  am  satisfied  this  vessel  could  have  been 
destroyed  and  lost  to  the  enemy.  At  9:30  a.  m.  the  seven  guns  were 
again  in  position  at  the  levee.  The  New  London  was  seen  tied  up  to 
the  bank  at  Colomb’s  plantation  on  the  opposite  bank,  some  distance 
below  Battery  No.  1.  I  immediately  ordered  embrasures  to  be  cut 
for  the  two  rifled  pieces  and  the  heavy  12-pounder,  bearing  directly 
on  her  broadside.  Before  half  of  this  work  could  be  done,  the  Genesee , 
sloop  of  war,  and  ironclad  Essex  appeared,  coming  from  below.  The 
Genesee  covered  the  New  London  with  her  larger  hull  and  she  was  soon 
after  lashed  to  her  for  the  purpose  of  towing  away.  Meanwhile  the 
Essex ,  to  cover  these  preparations,  approached  my  position,  and,  when 
nearly  opposite,  opened  on  us  with  11  and  15  inch  guns  firing  slowlv, 
either  to  draw  my  fire  or  because  it  was  so  evident  her  heavy  project¬ 
iles  had  very  little  effect  on  a  12-foot  Mississippi  River  levee,  the  best 
of  eavthworks.  The  sloop  and  gunboat  being  out  of  range  of  most  of 
my  guns,  I  considered  it  useless  to  waste  my  light  projectiles  on  the 
iron  sides  of  the  Essex ,  which  may  be  regarded  as  fortunate,  as  I 
received  orders  soon  after  she  commenced  firing  to  retire  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Assumption  Church,  on  Bayou  La  Fourche,  as  speedity  as  pos¬ 
sible,  as  our  flank  was  now  really  threatened  by  a  strong  force  on  the 
river  road,  coming  from  Donaldsonville,  where  General  Weitzel  had 
arrived  with  one  or  more  Federal  brigades  from  Port  Hudson.  Not 
receiving  any  reply  to  her  fire,  the  Essex  retired  slowly,  firing  at  long 
intervals,  until  she  rejoined  the  Genesee  and  New  London  below,  where 
the  three  vessels  were  lashed  together  and  steamed  down  the  river.  I 
then  limbered  up  and  retired  to  the  cut-offroad  leading  to  Assumption 
Church,  before  referred  to,  and  reached  this  place,  4  miles  above  the 
church,  at  4  o’clock  p.  m.  to-day,  with  the  six  pieces  of  my  battery, 
Lieutenant  Jones,  with  his  12-pounder,  having  rejoined  Cornay’s  bat¬ 
tery  with  General  Mouton’s  infantry  below  the  church. 

Lieutenant  [Henry]  Angel,  commanding  a  section  of  Captain  [Thomas] 
Gonzales’  Texas  battery,  which  was  in  position  at  Battery  No.  1,  on 
the  7th  and  8th  instant,  above  the  rifle  section,  after  the  firing  on  the 
8th  of  July,  in  which  it  participated,  was  withdrawn  and  ordered  to 
report  to  Brigadier-General  T.  Green,  commanding  Texas  Cavalry 
Brigade,  on  the  left  or  west  bank  of  Bayou  La  Fourche.  I  received 
no  report  of  the  shots  fired  by  this  section.  I  have  no  casualties  to 
report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Fames, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Battery. 

Captain  H.  F.  Wade,  Jr., 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Major's  Brigade,  Texas  Cavalry. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Walke,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  delay  in  the  arrival  of  vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 

Above  Port  LLudson ,  June  £9,  1863. 
My  Dear  Captain:  I  send  up  a  transport  to  see  what  news  you 
have,  and  how  you  are  getting  on  in  your  distress;  also,  should  you 
have  collected  any  more  contrabands,  you  can  send  them  down  by  her. 
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I  am  veiy  anxious  about  the  Arizona  and  fear  the  rebels  have  some 
trap  between  Natchez  and  Vicksburg  in  which  they  have  managed  to 
ensnare  the  Price ,  Switzerland ,  and  now  the  Arizona.  V  hat  can  be 
the  meaning  of  their  delay?  General  Banks  wrote  me  yesterday  that 
Fort  Hudson  will  be  in  our  possession  the  day  after  to-morrow,  but  as 
he  has  been  making  me  similar  promises  for  the  last  fortnight,  I  have 
not  much  confidence  (with  Porter’s  representations)  about  Vicksburg. 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  S.  Palmer. 


[Captain  Walke.] 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Upton ,  U.  S.  Nary,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Arizona ,  announcing  intended  departure  to  join  thelower 
fleet. 

U.  S.  S.  Arizona, 

Mississippi  River ,  below  Vicksburg ,  June  29,  1863. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  inform  you  that  I  have  taken  on  board  about  45 
tons  of  coal,  and  as  the  other  vessels  require  coal  which  will  cause  me 
several  days’  detention,  I  will,  with  your  approval,  leave  for  the  lower 
fleet  to-morrow  morning.  . 

I  have  coal  for  about  ten  days’  steaming. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  P.  Upton, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Arizona. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Gillis ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee , 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Helena  from  Havana. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Mobile ,  June  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  a  sail  being  discovered  last  night  to 
southward  and  eastward,  and  not  deeming  it  proper  to  send  one  of  the 
gunboats  on  account  of  their  want  of  speed  from  their  night  stations, 
we  gave  chase  with  this  vessel,  and  about  2  o’clock  a.  m.  overhauled 
and  seized  as  a  prize,  some  17  miles  from  this  anchorage,  the  schooner 
Llelena,  from  Havana,  bound  to  Mobile. 

By  direction  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  all  prizes  are  to  be  sent  to 
New  Orleans  for  adjudication.  I  send  the  prize  schooner  there  with 
witnesses,  cargo,  and  all  papers  found  on  board. 

Prize  list  of  crew  herewith  sent.  I  informed  you  in  a  previous  com¬ 
munication  of  capture  by  the  Lackawanna  of  steamers  Neptune  and 
Planter  since  my  arrival  here. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  P.  Gillis, 

Capt.  and  Senior  Officer,  Div.  West  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  C. 
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Detailed  report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
conditions  in  the  Mississippi  River. 

No.  117.]  Flagship  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  Jane  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  15th  instant,  in  which  the  Department  is  pleased  to  express  itself 
satisfied  at  the  course  of  my  proceedings.  It  is  most  gratifying  to  me 
to  find  that  my  efforts  were  so  successful  in  their  results,  although 
attended  in  the  beginning  with  some  disaster.  My  great  fear  has 
been  that  the  Department,  being  so  far  removed  from  the  theater  of 
operations,  might  not  see  the  importance  of  my  measures  and  might 
think  my  movement  a  rash  one  in  which  I  needlessly  hazarded  the 
lives  intrusted  to  my  care;  but  since  -  the  Department  is  pleased  to 
express  its  approval  of  my  course,  and  the  enemy  have  acknowledged 
my  movement  to  have  been  a  perfect  success,  even  with  my  small 
force,  I  feel  acquitted  in  the  e3Tes  of  the  Government  of  nry  country 
of  any  selfishness,  and  am  thankful  for  the  credit  I  have  received  for 
iny7  sincerity  of  intention  m  canning  out  the  wishes  of  the  Government. 

The  third  paragraph  of  your  dispatch  appears  to  consider  my  work 
in  the  Mississippi  as  finished  and  invites  my  attention  to  the  Gulf 
blockading  forces.  Would  that  I  could  find  myself  justified  in  such  a 
conclusion.  My  forces  in  the  river  are  at  present  disposed  as  follows, 
viz:  Hartford,  Estrella,  Albatross ,  Arizona,  and  Sachem  above  Port 
Hudson,  and  the  Richmond,  Genesee,  Essex,  and  six  mortar  vessels 
below  Port  Hudson,  while  the  Princess  Royal  is  at  Donaldsonville  and 
the  Winona  at  Plaquemine,  and  the  Kineo  is  below,  all  keeping  a  look¬ 
out  on  the  enemy,  who  has  a  movable  force  of  from  10,000  to  12,000 
men  on  the  west  bank.  1  have  already  reported  to  the  Department 
(No.  116)  an  attack  made  on  Donaldsonville  on  the  28th  instant  by 
5,000  of  this  force  under  General  Green,  and  there  is  scarcely  an 
hour  in  the  day,  I  may  say,  that  the  army  does  not  call  on  me  for  a 
gunboat. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter  is  at  Vicksburg  and  his  nearest  gun¬ 
boat  is  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River.  Taking  all  these  things  in  con¬ 
sideration,  I  do  not  conceive  that  the  Department  contemplates  my 
removal  from  the  river  until  after  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  or  of  Port 
Hudson,  but  the  moment  those  places  fall  I  shall  proceed  outside, 
turning  over  the  care  of  the  river  to  Admiral  Porter,  and  will  visit 
the  different  blockades;  until  then  (and  I  hope  the  Department  will 
not  attribute  it  to  my  vanity-)  my  presence  in  the  river  is  of  more 
value  than  an  army,  for  they  at  least  dread  my  gunboats  and  will  prob¬ 
ably  have  the  same  fear  of  Admiral  Porter’s  force,  but  at  present  he 
is  too  far  removed  and  has  lost  several  vessels  in  his  passage  of 
Vicksburg. 

I  have  from  time  to  time  been  calling  the  attention  of  the  blockade 
to  the  success  of  the  enemy7  in  evading  them,  and  although  the  block¬ 
ade  runners  are  frequently7  successful  and  evade  our  forces  in  a  most 
extraordinary  manner,  still  the  Department  must  not  give  the  enemy 
credit  for  veracity  in  their  published  accounts  of  arrivals  in  their  ports. 
The  capture  of  the  Neptune,  reputed  to  be  a  20-knot  vessel,  by  the 
Lackawanna  will  necessarily  have  a  fine  effect  on  the  blockade  runners,, 
and  I  shall  put  her  on  the  blockade  the  moment  she  arrives  from  Key 
West,  if  the  Department  will  let  me  have  her.  I  shall  send  the  Anton  a 
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down  the  coast  of  Texas,  where  her  English  build  and  good  speed  will 
bring  a  good  harvest. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  permit  me  to  express  my  thanks  for  your  kind 
wishes  for  my  future  success. 

I  shall  be  ready  to  commence  further  operations  the  moment  the 
vessels  arrive.  1  learn  from  Chief  Engineer  Shock  that  there  are  in 
Cairo,  on  their  way  down  to  me,  some  ironclads  of  6  feet  draft.  I  hese 
will  be  the  very  thing  for  Galveston,  and  with  two  or  three  I  trust  to 
render  a  good  account  of  that  place. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  commandant 
of  the  navy  yard. ,  Pensacola ,  regarding  permits  for  shipment  of 
cotton. 


New  Orleans,  June  SO ,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  communications*  of  3dand  13th  instant,  relating  to  Captain 
Stewart  and  Mr.  P.  S.  Geraud,  the  premises  are  perfectly  proper. 
The  only  pass  given  Mr.  Geraud  was  to  bring  cotton  to  New  Orleans 
from  Mobile  via  Mississippi  Sound,  and  the  Government’s  policy  is  to 
permit  cotton,  etc.,  to  be  run  out  from  blockaded  ports,  provided  it  is 
shown  by  the  master  of  the  vessel  that  his  cargo  is  Union  property 
bound  for  a  port  in  possession  of  our  troops.  Hence  I  give  passes  for 
stuff  to  New  Orleans;  but  of  course  it  is  perfectly  preposterous  to  sup¬ 
pose  that  1  or  any  other  Government  officer  should  give  a  pass  to  take 
supplies  into  the  Confederacy  when  a  blockade  has  been  instituted  for 
the  very  purpose  of  keeping  those  supplies  out. 

You  had  better  keep  an  eye  to  Captain  Stewart’s  stores,  and  I  will 
report  his  case  to  the  commanding  general. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  W.  Smith, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard ,  Pensacola ,  Fla. 


Letter  of  congratulation  from  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to 

Lieutenant- Commander  Lewis ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  iS.  S. 

Itasca ,  on  successful  operations  on  the  coast  of  Texas. 

New  Orleans,  July  1,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  through  Commodore  Bell  the  reports  of 
your  recent  visit  to  the  southwestern  coast  of  Texas,  and  was  much 
gratified  at  your  success  in  destroying  the  enemy’s  property,  as  well 
as  at  your  being  able  to  capture  enough  to  reward  you  for  your  labors. 
I  only  wish  that  you  had  captured  the  vessels  you  described  as  being 
English,  or  under  English  colors,  8  or  9  miles  from  the  bar  of  the  Rio 
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Grande.  Had  you  subjected  them  to  a  rigid  examination  you  would 
no  doubt  have  found  evidence  of  their  rebel  character.  Still,  I  con¬ 
gratulate  you  upon  having  done  the  country  good  service. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Faiiragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  F.  R.  Lewis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Itasca. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Gillis ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  referring  to  the  extent  of  contraband  trade  and  disposition  of 

prizes. 

New  Orleans,  July  1 ,  1863. 

Sir:  By  the  last  mail  I  received  a  congratulatory  letter  upon  the 
success  of  the  blockade  off  Mobile  in  making  captures,  but,  as  he  says, 
it  shows,  however,  to  what  an  extent  the  contraband  trade  has  been 
pushed  by  the  enemy  of  late. 

I  see  by  the  consular  dispatches  that  many  vessels  have  lately7  sailed 
from  England  for  this  coast,  most  generally  cleared  for  Matamoras,  but 
our  experience  tends  to  show  that  the}7  as  often  fall  in  at  Mobile  as  at 
Matamoras. 

You  will  send  all  your  prizes  here  for  adjudication  until  we  find  that 
they  do  not  do  the  captors  justice. 

Cargoes  for  the  Confederacy  will  not  sell  well  here,  and  have  had  to 
be  sent  north,  but  cotton  brings  a  good  price,  and  in  cases  where  we 
require  the  vessels  they  can  be  adjudicated  here  and  the  cargoes  sent 
north  for  sale. 

When  the  Colorado  requires  coal  you'can  let  her  go  to  Pensacola, 
and  in  that  way  relieve  all  your  vessels  one  at  a  time. 

1  think  there  is  scarcely  a  doubt  but  that  you  have  force  enough  to 
permit  of  such  an  arrangement. 

J  am  in  daily  expectation  of  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson,  when  1  shall 
go  outside  and  take  a  look  at  all  the  blockade. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  I  am, 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  J.  P.  Gillis, 

Commanding  Mobile  Blockade. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Gillis, 
U.  >8.  Navy,  calling  attention  to  instructions  for  guidance  on  the 
Mobile  blockade. 

New  Orleans,  La.,  July  1, 1863. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  an  article  contained 
in  the  instructions  given  by  me  to  your  predecessor,  Commodore 
Hitchcock,  for  his  guidance  on  the  Mobile  blockade,  and  you  will 
transmit  a  copy  of  this  to  whomever  may  relieve  you  while  this 
squadron  is  under  my  command: 

All  vessels  and  convoys  coming  out  of  Mobile  and  delivering  themselves  up  as  the 
bona  fide  property  of  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States,  bound  on  a  legitimate  voy¬ 
age  to  New  Orleans  under  General  Banks’  invitation  to  commerce,  are  to  be  sent 
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hither  in  charge  of  an  officer,  and  will  be  released  on  proving  themselves  to  be  as 
represented. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  J.  P.  Gillis, 

Commanding  Mobile  Blockade. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Adams ,  if.  S.  Navy ,  reguesting 
approval  of  rules  for  machine  shop  at  Ship  Island. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Ship  Island ,  July  1. 1863. 

Admiral:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  some  rules  and  regulations 
that  I  have  established  for  the  machine  shop  on  Ship  Island.  If  they 
meet  with  your  approval,  will  3rou  be  kind  enough  to  endorse  them 
and  return  them  to  me?  Your  approval  will  have  great  weight,  while, 
without  it,  an}^  officer  ranking  me  can  set  all  my  rules  aside. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  at  Ship  Island. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Chase ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Antona ,  for  a  rigid 
search  of  certain  vessels  if  encountered. 


New  Orleans,  July  1,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  strictly  and  rigidly  search  any  of  the  vessels  named 
in  the  enclosed  list  that  you  may  encounter,  and  should  there  be  the 
slightest  ground  for  suspecting  them,  send  them  in  for  adjudication. 

You  will  pay  particular  attention  to  the  Edward  Hawkins  and  Sir 
William  Peel ,  and  you  will  seize  the  Sumter ,  now  called  the  Gibraltar , 
and  the  Phantom  whenever  met  with,  so  long  as  it  is  not  in  neutral 
waters. 

Very  respectfully, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 


Rear-Admiral. 


Acting  Master  Chas.  T.  Chase, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Antona. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Bell, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Texas  blockade ,  transmitting  list  of  vessels 
cleared  from  Europe. 

New  Orleans,  July  1,  1863. 

Commodore:  I  send  the  Antona,  for  the  express  purpose  of  block¬ 
ading,  or  rather  picking  up,  the  vessels  that  run  down  the  coast  and 
dodge  into  Brazos  Santiago  and  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


371 


She,  being  an  English  steamer,  will  easily  deceive  them.  I  transmit 
you  a  list  of  vessels  cleared  from  Europe  with  all  kinds  of  arrange¬ 
ments  to  deceive  us. 

The  Goverment  has  again  called  upon  me  to  break  up,  if  possible, 
the  Matamoras  trade,  and  we  will  try  to  do  it,  and  must  capture  when 
there  is  the  least  doubt  as  to  their  character. 

I  was  much  gratified  to  hear  that  you  caught  those  fellows  at  Brazos 
Santiago,  and  1  wish  you  much  success. 

Yours,  etc., 


Commodore  H.  Id.  Bell, 

Commanding  Texas  Blockade. 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Dana ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

U.  8.  S.  Cayuga ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Blue  Bell ,  July 

0,  1863. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Cayuga, 

Off  Sabine  Pass ,  Tex. ,  July  10 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of 
July  I  saw  a  small  sloop  under  sail  in  the  Mermentau  River,  about  3 
miles  from  its  mouth.  Sent  in  boats  and  captured  her.  The  chase 
proved  to  be  the  sloop  boat  Blue  Bell ,  of  about  10  tons  burden.  The 
cargo  consists  of  6,646  pounds  of  sugar  and  90  gallons  of  molasses,  in 
barrels. 

The  vessel  was  from  Franklin,  La.,  bound  to  Calcasieu,  and  had 
gone  into  the  Mermentau  through  mistake,  as  the  master  acknowledged. 
Neither  papers  nor  colors  were  found  on  board.  The  persons  on  board 
were  as  follows,  viz:  E.  Cooper  (American),  master  and  owner;  T. 
Chadwick,  claiming  to  be  an  English  subject;  B.  Johnson  (colored), 
slave,  belonging  to  E.  Cooper,  master. 

I  have  paroled  the  master,  E.  Cooper,  and  T.  Chadwick,  and  will 
send  the  contraband  to  the  senior  officer  at  New  Orleans.  The  vessel 
being  small,  1  will  keep  her  here  for  service  and  send  the  cargo  to 
Key  West  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  prize  commissioners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

“  '  W.  H.  Dana, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

-  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  off  Galveston , 
regarding  the  dispositio7i  of  certain  vessels. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  July  3 ,  1863. 

Admiral:  The  coal  schooner  Lllen  P.  Stewart  will  start  to-night 
for  New  Orleans. 
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The  gunboat  Itasca  (Lieutenant-Commander  R.  F.  R.  Lewis)  and  the 
schooner  Rachel  Seaman  being  unseaworthy,  I  dispatched  the  former 
on  the  30th  of  June  to  New  Orleans,  where  I  think  she  may  be  serv¬ 
iceable;  and  on  the  2d  instant  I  sent  the  schooner  Rachel  Seaman  to 
Pensacola,  not  knowing  what  they  can  do  with  her  unless  they  send  her 
north  for  repairs.  I  requested  Commodore  Smith  to  send  the  Bohio 
or  Arthur  down  to  take  her  place  off  Pass  Cavallo. 

The  Brooklyn ,  Bienville ,  and  Katahdin  remain  off'  this  port,  the 
Sciota  having  gone  to  Tampico. 

I  shall  want  640  tons  coal  by  the  20th  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  of  Galveston ,  re¬ 
garding  the  strengthening  of  Confederate  batteries  in  that  vicinity. 


U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  July  3 ,  1863. 

Dear  Admiral:  I  can’t  suppose  the  enemy  mad  enough  to  draw 
certain  destruction  on  the  city  of  New  Orleans  by  encouraging  their 
friends  there  to  rise,  when  they  have  not  the  shadow  of  a  chance  for 
crossing  the  river  to  unite  with  them.  Besides,  the  country  between 
Berwick  and  the  city  is  not  only  difficult  to  themselves,  but  is  of  easy 
access  to  us  b}^  water  as  well  as  by  land.  I  consider  the  city  safe, 
therefore,  from  outside  attacks;  nor  do  I  think  the  enemy’s  feint  in 
that  direction  will  retard  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson.  The  Vicksburg 
success  will  settle  that.  I  am  only  sorry  you  and  General  Banks  shall 
not  have  the  honor  of  receiving  its  capitulation,  instead  of  the  fresh¬ 
water  fellows  above. 

It  is  diligent  work  all  the  time  with  the  people  ashore  here,  and 
they  have  not  only  extended  but  have  greatly  strengthened  their  earth 
works  bjr  skillful  engineering.  Fort  Point  is  iron  casemated,  and 
likewise  another  fort  nearer  the  city;  the  other  two  are  barbette  bat¬ 
teries.  At  Pelican  Spit  they  are  reconstructing  the  battery.  It  is 
difficult  at  this  distance  to  say  what  they  are  making  of  it.  The  shoals 
are  so  extensive  troops  alone  can  stand  any  chance  of  reducing  their 
works,  and  at  the  present  time  I  consider  the  thing  easily  done  by 
1,000  or  2,000  provided  with  boats  for  landing  them. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  the  release  of  the  Hartford  and  Albatross 
from  their  interior  blockade.  If  [Port]  Hudson  should  not  fall  before 
the  river  falls,  it  may  be  difficult  after  that  to  supply  her  wants,  as 
Red  River  and  the  bayous  go  down  together. 

I  am,  very  cordially,  your  obliged, 


H.  H.  Bell. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  G  ulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear- Admired  Lee ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Virginia ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  West  Gulf 
' Squadron . 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Newport  News ,  Va. ,  July  6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Department  by  telegraph  directs  that  you  proceed  with 
the  Virginia, . under  your  command,  to  the  Gulf  and  report  for  duty 
to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  as  ordered  January  8. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blckdg.  Squadron. 
Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Virginia. 


Report  of  Captain  Walker ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  making  statements  to  disprove 
the  report  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  blockade  of  Sabine  River. 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

Gulf  of  Mexico,  July  6,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  29th  of  December  last  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address 
to  me  certain  enquiries,  to  which  I  replied  under  date  of  the  2d  of 
January. 

Within  the  last  few  days  I  have  been  reminded  of  some  facts  bear¬ 
ing-  upon  the  subject  of  your  letter  which  I  deem  it  important  to 
communicate,  namely,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1862,  this  ship  captured  off 
the  Sabine  the  British  schooner  William,  a  few  hours  out  from  Sabine 
City,  and  on  the  same  day  boarded  the  British  schooner  R.  0.  Bryan , 
from  Kingston  for  Matamoras,  which  vessel  had  been  boarded  a  few 
hours  earlier  by  the  U.  S.  schooner  S.  Houston,  and,  as  was  shown  by 
an  endorsement  of  her  papers,  she  had  been  previously  ordered  off  the 
coast  by  the  Hatteras ,  Commander  Emmons. 

On  the  4th  of  the  month  the  R.  O.  Bryan  was  captured,  close  in 
upon  the  coast,  by  the  Rhode  Island,  Commander  Trenchard. 

These  facts  may  be  verified  by  the  log  books  of  the  vessels  named, 
including  that  of  the  R.  O.  Bryan ,  should  it  have  been  preserved,  and 
should  go  far  to  disprove  the  affirmation  made  by  British  and  Con¬ 
federate  agents  respecting  the  inefficiency  of  the  blockade  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Sabine  at  or  about  the  dates  specified,  while  at  the  same 
time  they  show  the  liberal  construction  by  the  blockading  squadron  of 
the  rights  of  neutrals. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

Captain ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Johnson,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Katahdin,  to  blockade 
Sabine  Pass. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  July  6,  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  Sabine  Pass  and  maintain  the  blockade  of  that  port 
until  the  Owasco  and  Cayuga  can  come  hither  and  coal. 
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You  will  keep  a  convenient  distance  offshore,  hut  always  in  sight  of 
land,  unless  there  be  good  reason  for  lying  nearer. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Lieutenant-Commander  P.  C.  Johnson,  dr., 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gimboat  Katahdin ,  off  Galveston. 


Letter  from  the  TJ.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras ,  Mexico ,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State ,  naming  certain  English  vessels  unloading  in  that  port. 

U.  S.  Consulate, 

Matamoras ,  July  6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  There  are  now  four  large  English  steamers  unloading  in  this 
port,  the  Sir  William  Peel ,  Sea  Queen ,  Ajax ,  and  Edward  Hawkins. 

The  first  two  are  consigned  to  Messrs.  Milrno  &  Co.,  who  are  agents 
to  receive  and  ship  (in  their  own  name)  the  cotton  belonging  to  the 
State  of  Texas. 

One  of  these  steamers  is  now  discharging  an  immense  pile  of  desic¬ 
cated  vegetables,  which  are  for  the  consumption  of  the  rebel  army 
and  for  which  she  will  take  in  return  cotton  belonging  to  the  rebel 
Government. 

The  Sir  William  Peel  is  the  steamer  that  is  discharging  the  vege¬ 
tables. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

L.  Pierce,  Jr., 

TJ.  S.  Consul. 

Secretary  of  State, 

Washington ,  T).  C. 

[Copy  transmitted  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  August  1,  1863.] 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Dana,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Cayuga. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  July  9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  you  have  completed  the  supplies  for  your  vessel 
you  will  return  to  your  station  on  the  blockade  of  Sabine. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Wm.  H.  Dana, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gimboat  Cayuga ,  off  Galveston. 


Operations  in  vicinity  of  Berwick  Bay ,  July  10-27,  1863. 

Letter  from  Major-General  Ranks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting 

aid  of  naval  vessels. 

July  10,  1863—8  p.  m. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Please  inform  me  if  there  are  any  light-draft  boats 
above  you  except  that  one  sent  to  Vicksburg.  If  there  be,  I  think 
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they  should  be  withdrawn  at  once,  as  Berwick  Bay  is  now  the  all-impor¬ 
tant  point. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

N.  P.  Banks. 

Captain  Jenkins. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  IJ.  S.  Navy, 
requesting  the  services  of  light-draft  gunboats  in  Berwick  Bay. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Port  Hudson,  July  10,  1863. 

Mr  Dear  Sir:  The  light-draft  gunboats  should  be  sent  immedi¬ 
ately  to  Berwick  Bay  to  intercept  the  passage  of  the  rebel  force  into 
the  Teche  c.ountry.  This  is  the  only  possible  way  of  their  escape. 
No  boats  are  needed  now  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River  or  at  any  other 
point  than  in  the  vicinity  of  Port  Hudson,  and  a  heavy-draft  boat  can 
supply  the  place  of  the  light-draft  at  that  point.  I  beg  you  will  take 
immediate  measures  to  send  one  or  more  of  these  boats  to  the  bay, 
under  the  command  of  an  energetic  man,  for  they  will  have  to  pass 
one  or  two  guns  on  their  route  to  the  bay.  Do  not  delay,  as  time  is 
of  the  highest  importance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

the  light-draft  gunboats. 

Flagship  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  11,  1863. 

Dear  Captain:  Your  dispatch  was  duly  received,  together  with  all 
the  notes  of  General  Banks.  I  wish  to  send  the  light-draft  boats 
around  to  Berwick  Bay  as  soon  as  possible,  and  if  they  are  in  your 
vicinity,  send  them  down  to  me.  I  have  also  sent  a  letter  to  Commo¬ 
dore  Palmer.  1  hope  General  Banks  will  not  make  a  mistake  about 
sending  a  force  of  sufficient  strength  to  attack  the  Texans  in  the  rear. 
If  they  find  themselves  attacked  in  the  rear,  they  will  withdraw  from 
the  banks  of  the  river  and  let  the  transports  alone.  They  gave  us  a 
smart  fight  the  other  night,  but  I  found  that  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Monongahela  were  cool,  and  conducted  themselves  well.  One 
reason  I  went  on  board  the  Monongahela  was  that  I  thought  it  would 
restore  confidence,  and  I  think  it  had  the  effect.  The  Essex  is  the 
thing  for  them;  they  fire  at  her  with  perfect  impunity. 

I  assure  you  I  am  done  fighting  unless  compelled.  I  only  thought 
it  best  to  do  it  under  the  peculiar  circumstances. 

Emmons  goes  up  to  take  the  Monongahela.  My  great  anxiety  is  to 
get  the  light-draft  gunboats  to  go  to  Berwick  Bay.  Let  the  general 
know  that  I  will  send  them  the  moment  I  get  possession  of  them. 
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I  hope  to  get  out  of  the  river  in  a  week  or  so,  and  do  hope  to  get 
home  after  a  while. 

Wishing  you  all  good  health  and  a  contented  mind, 

I  remain,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

’  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear -A  dmiral. 


Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins. 

P.  s._i  agree  with  you  perfectly,  and  will  give  anything  in  modera¬ 
tion  toward  poor  Read’s  conveyance  to  his  family. 

Yours, 

n  a  f 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
tile  dispatching  of  certain  vessels  to  New  Orleans. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  11 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  order  the  U.  S. 
steamers  Estrella ,  Arizona ,  and  Sachem  to  proceed  to  this  place  and 
report  to  me  without  delay.  Upon  their  arrival  here  I  will  provide 
them  with  commanders. 

Very  respectfully, 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Rear-Adm  ira  l. 


Commodore  James  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces , 

Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Upper  Mississippi. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy 
urging  the  need  of  vessels  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy. 

FIdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Port  Hudson ,  July  If  1863. 

Sir:  Please  let  me  know  immediately  and  positively  whether  you 
can  send  the  Sachem ,  Estrella ,  Arizona ,  Clifton ,  Calhoun ,  Hollyhock , 
or  any  other  boats,  to  Berwick  Bay  immediately,  to  cut  off  the  retreat 
of  the  enemy.  ■  The  garrison  should  be  back  to-day.  I  can  add 
nothing  to  the  strength  of  my  former  request  that  these  vessels  should 
be  sent,  but,  if  they  can  not  be,  please  let  me  know  immediately,  so 
that  I  may  order  the  troops  to  attack  the  enemy  without  further  delay, 
instead  of  waiting  for  the  gunboats  to  cut  off  his  retreat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Jenkins,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  send  two 
steamers  and  the  mortar  schooners  from  the  Mississippi  River. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  12,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  send  up  after  the  Sachem ,  and  order  the  Sachem  and 
Arizona  down  here  as  soon  as  possible. 
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You  will  send  down  the  bombers  whenever  opportunities  occur; 
many  of  them  will  sail  down  if  you  give  them  orders,  but  it  is  rather 
hazardous  at  this  low  stage  of  water. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

.  Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

Commanding  f  .  S.  Steam  Sloop  Richmond ,  Port  Hudson. 

bend  up  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River  by  any  means  in  your  power  to 
order  the  Sachem  down  here  immediately.  'She  is  the  only  boat  that 
can  go  to  Berwick  except  the  Estrella. 

Yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
the  forwarding  of  dispatches  for  General  Grant. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Port  Hudson ,  July  12,  1863. 

Captain:  I  have,  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  send  a  gunboat 
early  in  the  morning  to  Red  River,  and  if  necessary  to  Vicksburg, 
with  important  dispatches  for  General  Grant. 

Please  urge  the  commander  of  the  naval  forces  at  the  mouth  of  Red 
River  to  forward  these  dispatches  by  one  of  his  boats;  but  if  lie  can 
not  do  so,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  ask  that  you  send  them  all  the  way. 

I  will  send  an  officer  with  the  gunboat  when  she  is  ready  to  start. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Fleet  near  Port  Hudsoii. 


Report  of  Captain  Jenkins,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  execution  of  orders. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Port  Hudson ,  July  13,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  had  a  visit  from  General  Banks  yesterday.  I  informed 
him  of  the  force  here,  and  expressed  my  desire  for  the  early  return 
of  the  Arizona,  so  that  I  might  send  her  down  to  you,  to  be  sent  to 
Berwick  Bay,  or  to  be  otherwise  disposed  of  as  you  may  see  fit. 

At  2  o’clock  this  morning  I  received  a  communication  from  General 
Banks,  with  an  urgent  request  that  1  would  send  a  gunboat  early  in 
the  morning  to  Red  River,  and  if  necessary  to  Vicksburg,  with  impor¬ 
tant  dispatches  for  General  Grant. 

I  accordingly  sent  Captain  Macomb  in  the  Genesee  a  little  after  day¬ 
light  with  your  letter  for  Admiral  Porter,  and  General  Banks’  bearer 
of  dispatches  up  the  river. 

I  directed  Captain  Macomb  to  proceed  direct  to  the  mouth  of  Red 
River  and  endeavor  to  induce  the  commanding  officer  there  to  send  a 
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vessel  immediately  to  Vicksburg  with  the  bearer  of  dispatches,  and 
then  to  return  to  this  place  without  unnecessary  delay,  but  in  case  the 
senior  officer  there  could  not,  or  would  not  do  so,  then  to  proceed  to 
Vicksburg  himself  with  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Jenkins,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
.  general  matters. 


Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  Up ,  1863. 

Captain:  Your  letters  of  the  13th  instant  are  all  received,  and  I 
full}7  approve  all  you  have  done. 

I  wrote  to  you  to  send  the  mortar  boats,  etc.,  down;  where  the  let¬ 
ters  are  I  can  not  say. 

As  to  our  movements  or  those  of  the  vessels,  keep  things  as  they 
are  until  the  army  settle  their  affairs  at  Port  Hudson. 

Everything  is  working  so  well  north,  south,  east,  and  west,  by  the 
latest  accounts,  that  I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  the  Richmond  home  in 
a  week  or  ten  days.  If  you  wish,  I  can  send  you  a  gunboat,  but 
everything  breaks  down  the  moment  they  arrive  at  this  place,  and  I 
have  now  eleven  or  twelve  vessels  repairing. 

It  is  enough  to  set  a  man  wild  to  see  himself  in  a  position  that  he  is 
helpless  and  controlled  by  the  engineers. 

Write  me  freely  and  I  will  endeavor  to  do  all  I  can.  The  court  is 
now  in  session;  if  you  have  an}7  one  to  send  before  it,  send  them  down 
immediately. 

Very  respectfully, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Port  Hudson. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Stone,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy,  making 
enquiry  regarding  the  movement  of  gunboats. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Port  Hudson ,  July  18, 1863. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  afternoon 
received  a  dispatch  from  the  major-general  commanding,  urging  that 
the  gunboats  Arizona  and  Winona  be  sent  down  as  speedily  as 
practicable. 

May  I  ask  to  be  informed  whether  these  gunboats  have  already 
passed  down,  and  if  not  when  they  may  be  expected  to  go l 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  P.  Stone, 

Brigadier-  General,  in  Temporary  Command. 

Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Fleet  near  Port  Hudson. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Jordan,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Hollyhock. 


U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  July  18, 1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  vessel  under  your  command  is  ready  you  will 
proceed  to  Berwick  Bay,  and  }-ou  will  report  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Wiggin  and  cooperate  with  the  United  States 
forces  in  that  bay  as  directed  by  that  officer. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear -A  dmiral. 


Acting-Master  M.  Jordan, 

Commanding  Hollyhock. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wiggin, 

D.  S,  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Estrella,  to  try  and  regain  possession  of  Brashear  City. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Off  Nero  Orleans ,  July  18,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command,  the 
Estrella,  to  Berwick  Bay,  to  try  and  regain  possession  of  Brashear  City 
and  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  over  into  the  Teche  country „ 
You  will  act  cautiously  in  your  approach,  as  the  enemy  will  no  doubt 
have  batteries  at  different  points  in  the  river  and  bayous.  Shell  them, 
but  do  not  approach  the  shore  near  enough  to  be  attacked  by  their 
musketry  until  the  army  arrives,  which  will  be  the  moment  you  have 
a  force  of  three  boats.  I  propose  to  send  the  Hollyhock  and  Arizona 
as  soon  as  they  are  ready. 

I  will  also  probably  send  in. the  bay  below,  the  Calhoun,  for  you  to 
fall  back  upon  in  case  of  accident.  Be  cautious  in  approaching  the 
Sachem,  as  she  may  have  been  captured  by  the  enemy. 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Adm  iral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Geo.  Wiggin. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Peck,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  occupation  of  Brashear  City. 

Brashear  City,  July  25,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  this  post  this 
morning  at  10  o’clock.  Captain  Wiggin,  of  the  Navy,  reached  here 
on  the  22d  without  opposition.  The  enemy  were  compelled  to  leave 
behind  9  pieces  of  heavy  artillery;  they  burned  the  carriages,  but  the 
guns  are  not  materially  injured.  The  ruins  of  52  railroad  cars  and 
two  engines  lie  upon  the  track.  I  shall  commence  removing  the 
debris  and  relaying  the  track  to-morrow  morning. 

The  docks  and  landings  are  undisturbed;  no  buildings  of  conse¬ 
quence  are  destroyed.  The  defensive  works,  nearly  completed,  are  of 
the  strongest  character.  1  find  some  200  head  of  beef  cattle  and  a 
small  quantity  of  other  supplies. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  H.  Peck, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding  Detachment. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Irwin. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Crocker,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  reconnoissance 
in  the  Atchafalaya  River  and  engagement  with  the  enemy  in  Bayou  Teche. 

U.  S.  S.  Clifton, 

Off  Brctshear  City ,  July  128,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  afternoon  of  my  arrival 
I  made  a  reconnoissance  up  the  Atchafalaya  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Teche  with  all  the  naval  forces  here,  and  then  with  the  Clifton  alone 
up  Bayou  Teche  to  the  obstructions  just  below  Camp  Bisland,  where 
I  encountered  Sibley’s  brigade,  or  a  portion  of  it,  with  Haldeman’s 
battery  of  six  pieces,  all  of  whom  1  drove  into  the  works  at  that  place 
and  then  shelled  them  out  again,  causing  them  to  retreat  rapidly 
beyond  the  range  of  my  guns. 

I  found  the  original  obstructions  newly  repaired  by  a  sunken 
schooner,  and  was  unable  to  pursue  the  enemy  beyond. 

Returning,  the  Clifton  and  Estrella  ran  into  Grand  Lake  to  look 
for  rebel  steamers  reported  there,  when  the  Estrella  ran  aground  and 
was  obliged  to  lay  till  morning,  when  she  floated  and  returned  to  this 
place. 

The  rebel  army,  about  8,000  strong,  are  now  mostly  posted  between 
Franklin  and  New  Iberia,  and  it  was  their  rear  guard  that  I  engaged. 

Deserters  report  that  the  rebel  ironclad  steamer  II art  was  nearly 
raised  when  they  received  news  of  the  arrival  of  our  gunboats,  upon 
which  it  was  immediately  sunk  again  and  now  lies  under  water. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederick  Crocker, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

Senior  Officer  Present ,  off  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Abstract  log  of  tbe  U.  S.  S.  Estrella. 

July  13 ,  1863. — Off  New  Orleans,  La.  At  11  a.  m.  weighed  anchor 
and  hauled  alongside  the  wharf,  alongside  the  Calhoun.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  A.  P.  Cooke  was  relieved  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  George  Wiggin  assumed  command. 

July  £3. — From  8  to  meridian:  Steaming  up  the  Atchafalaya  River. 
At  9  a.  m.  went  to  quarters  ready  for  action.  At  10:15  anchored  off 
Brashear  City,  where  we  found  the  Sachem  at  anchor. 

July  — At  5  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  steamed  up  Bayou  Shafer 
[Chaver]  on  a  reconnoissance.  Found  a  deserted  fortification,  Fort 
Chene,  at  the  junction  of  Bayou  Shafer  [Chaver]  and  Bajrnu  Chene, 
containing  5  guns;  3  24- pounders,  2  32-pounders;  5  carriages  destroyed, 
guns  spiked.  At  7  steamed  back  toward  Brashear  City,  Mossy  Point 
Battery.  From  8  a.  m.  to  12  meridian:  Steamed  down  Bayou  Chene 
and  found  a  fortification  deserted — Young’s  Fort — with  2  24-ponnders 
spiked,  carriages  destroyed.  Steamed  up  the  Atchafalaya  River  toward 
Grand  Lake,  the  Sachem  proceeding  in  the  direction  of  the  Teche. 
At  11  the  Ilancox  arrived  from  below.  At  11:30  went  to  the  wharf; 
the  Sachem  arrived  at  meridian  and  anchored  off  the  city.  At  2  p.  m. 
six  Confederates  from  Seinmes’  battery  came  alongside  and  rendered 
themselves  up  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  were  paroled.  At  10: 45  p.  m. 
a  fire  broke  out  on  Brashear  City  side  of  the  bay,  which  resulted  in 
destruction  of  an  ice  house. 
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July  87^. — From  4  to  8  a.m. :  An  intelligent  contraband  from  up  the 
Teche  informed  us  that  the  enemy  had  a  force  of  about  350  men  and 
six  pieces  of  artillery  at  Camp  Bisland,  on  the  Teche.  At  meridian 
received  a  detachment  of  the  Thirteenth  Connecticut  on  board  (20  in 
all),  and  in  company  with  the  Clifton ,  Hollyhock ,  and  Sachem  steamed 
up  to  the  mouth  of  the  Teche.  Saw  a  number  of  cavalry  and  fired  3 
shells  at  them.  Receiving  intelligence  that  three  boats  had  steamed 
through  to  Grand  Lake  an  hour  before  we  came  up,  steamed  through 
Little  Atchafalaya  in  chase,  but  could  see  nothing  of  them.  At  3:55 
stood  down  the  lake  and  sighted  the  Clifton  on  her  return  to  Brashear 
City.  At  5:45  p.  m.  got  aground.  At  6:  50  Clifton  left  for  Brashear 
City,  taking  part  of  the  soldiers  with  her.  8  to  midnight:  Aground  in 
Grand  Lake. 

July  28. — At  5  a.  m.  hove  in  on  the  kedge  and  backed  offshore;  sent 
an  armed  boat  up  American  Bayou  on  a  reconnoissance.  At  6: 30  boat 
returned,  and  at  7:30  arrived  at  Brashear  City,  where  we  found  the 
balance  of  the  fleet.  At  5  p.  m.  entered  Grand  Lake,  the  Sachem 
astern.  At  6:20  anchored  off  Bayou  Sorrel. 

July  29. — At  9  a.  m.  steamed  down  American  Bayou  and  sent  an 
armed  boat  ashore  in  charge  of  Master’s  Mate  Wetmore;  the  Sachem 
went  down  at  11 : 15.  At  11 : 30  armed  boat  returned  with  a  set  of  sig¬ 
nal  lamps  and  5  globe  lamps,  which  were  found  secreted  in  the  house 
of  a  well-known  rebel  named  Todd.  The  steamer  Hollyhock  came  in 
sight  at  this  time  and  returned.  Expended  1  shell  and  1  round  of  can¬ 
ister  for  rifle. 

July  30. — At  8:45  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  down  the  lake, 
and  at  10  arrived  and  anchored  off  Brashear  City. 

August  3. — At  10  a.  m.  abreast  Timbalier  light-house,  bearing  north, 
distant  8  miles.  At  11:15  acting  second  assistant  engineer  in  charge 
reported  but  two  hours  coal  in  the  bunkers.  Commenced  cutting  up 
wheel  buckets,  old  and  new,  for  fuel.  At  5:50  p.  m.  received  pilot  on 
board  and  stood  for  the  bar.  At  6:10  entered  the  South  West  Pass;  at 
6:35,  our  fuel  being  all  consumed,  the  Hollyhock  took  us  in  tow  and 
at  7  landed  us  at  coal  wharf. 

August  5. — From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Wiggin  was  detached  and  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke  assumed  com¬ 
mand  of  this  ship.  At  5:20  p.  m.  made  fast  to  the  wharf  at  Algiers. 


Report  of  Captain  Faries,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  operations  in  Bayou  La  Fourche. 

Faries  Battery,  P.  L.  A., 

In  the  Field,  near  Assumption  Church, 

Bayou  La  Fourche ,  La.,  July  If  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Sunday  night,  the  12th 
instant,  the  rifle  section  of  this  battery,  under  First  Lieutenant  B.  F. 
Winchester,  moved  forward  up  the  bayou  road  and  at  8:30  o’clock 
that  night  reached  Kock’s  lower  plantation  and  reported  to  Colonel 
[W.  P.J  Lane,  commanding  the  force  of  Texas  cavalry  in  front,  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  bayou. 

At  4:30  a.  m.  on  Monday,  the  13th  of  July,  instant,  moved  forward 
toward  Donaldsonville,  and  at  5  a.  m.  opened  with  shell  on  the  enemy’s 
skirmishers  in  a  grove  and  thicket  at  Wilson’s,  driving  them  out; 
again  advanced  with  the  cavalry  and,  shelling  Hewitt’s  sugar  house, 
drove  the  enemy  from  that  shelter.  This  section  was  here  under  a 
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very  severe  fire  from  four  pieces  of  the  enemy  on  the  west,  or  right 
bank  of  Bayou  La  Fourche.  The  Confederate  line  on  that  side  of  the 
bayou  had  not  advanced  as  rapidl}7  as  our  line  on  the  east  bank,  which 
subjected  this  section  and  its  support  of  dismounted  cavalry  to  a  fire 
on  their  flank  from  infantry  and  four  field  howitzers  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  protected  bv  the  levee  on  the  opposite  bank.  This  continued 
until  about  9  o’clock  a.  m.,  when  Lieutenant  Garrett,  with  his  section 
of  6-pounder  smoothbore  guns,  took  position  to  the  right  of  the  road, 
just  below  Lock’s  upper  sugar  house,  then  occupied  by  the  enemy’s 
infantry.  A  rapid  fire  with  solid  shot  and  spherical  case  from  the 
two  6-pounders  caused  them  to  abandon  this  shelter  hastily.  This 
section  then  returned  to  the  ba}Tou  road  and  in  front  of  Hewitt’s  plan¬ 
tation  was  fired  on  from  the  opposite  bank  of  the  bayou.  Lieutenant 
S.  R.  Garrett  immediately  returned  the  fire  and  drove  this  force  from 
the  shelter  of  the  levee  on  the  right  bank. 

At  10  o’clock  a.  m.  the  left  section,  two  12-pounder  field  howitzers, 
under  Lieutenant  O.  Gaudet,  was  moved  forward,  relieving  Lieutenant 
Garrett,  the  bayou  road  being  the  onl}7  way  of  advancing  and  onl}r 
two  pieces  could  occupy  it  at  the  same  time  in  battery.  The  howitzers 
were  engaged  with  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  on  both  banks  of  the 
bayou  and  their  artillery  on  the  left  bank  from  11  o’clock  a.  m.  up  to 
3  o’clock  p.  m.,  firing  and  moving  forward  by  hand  for  long  distances, 
the  road  between  the  levee  and  fences  making  it  impracticable  to  lim¬ 
ber  up  promptly.  Defective  friction  primers  prevented  the  pieces  of 
the  right  and  left  sections  from  firing  with  their  accustomed  rapidity. 
About  3:30  o’clock  p.  m.  we  passed  the  abandoned  camp  of  the — th 
Kentucky  Federal  Regiment;  a  short  distance  above,  halted  for  some 
time,  the  enemy  on  both  sides  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche  having  been 
driven  to  the  Mississippi  River,  under  the  guns  of  several  gunboats 
and  Fort  Butler,  on  the  west  bauk  of  the  bayou. 

About  5  o’clock  p.  m.  received  orders  to  retire  and  moved  down  the 
bayou  to  Assumption  Church,  where  the  guns  were  parked  for  the 
night.  The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  three  sections  was 
most  creditable. 

The  rifle  section  fired  75  time-fuze  shell  and  1  solid  shot.  Casual¬ 
ties,  1  man  slightly  wounded. 

The  howitzer  section  fired  28  shell  and  spherical  case.  Casualties, 
1  man  slightly  wounded. 

The  center  section  fired  53  spherical  case  and  10  solid  shot.  No 
casualties;  1  horse  killed. 

Total  casualties,  2  men  slightly  wounded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Faries, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Battery. 

Captain  H.  F.  Wade,  Jr., 

Chief  of  Artillery ,  Major's  Brigade ,  Texas  Cavalry. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  information 
regarding  affairs  hi  Tampico ,  Mexico. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  July  11,  1863. 

Admiral:  Agreeably  to  your  order  of  June  20,  I  dispatched  the 
Sciota ,  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry,  on  the  26th  June  to 
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communicate  with  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Tampico.  Lieutenant-Commander 
Henry,  having-  performed  that  service,  returned  to  this  anchorage 
to-dav,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  his  report  (marked 
uNo.  1”)  of  his  visit  to  Tampico  and  his  cruise  along  the  coast;  also 
a  letter  (No.  2)  from  Franklin  Chase,  U.  S.  consul  at  Tampico,  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  Henry,  and  a  copy  of  the  instructions  (No.  3) 
to  Lieutenant-Commander  Henry  to  visit  that  consulate. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  Lieutenant  F.  O.  Davenport’s  left 
arm  was  amputated  to-day.  This,  in  connection  with  the  severe  wound 
in  the  kneejoint  and  the  injurious  effect  upon  the  invalid  from  the 
incessant  rolling  motions  of  the  vessel  on  blockade,  induces  me  to 
order  the  Sciota  to  land  Lieutenant  Davenport  in  hospital  at  New 
Orleans. 

The  Sciota  has  been  constantly  on  this  blockade  since  January  3 
without  going  into  port.  Her  engines  want  overhauling,  and  after  the 
needful  repairs  shall  have  been  put  upon  them,  I  respectfully  request 
she  may  be  sent  back  to  this  station.  Until  another  vessel  is  sent  to 
take  her  place,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  spare  one  for  service  off  the  Rio 
Grande. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blckdg.  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sciota, 

Off  Galveston ,  July  11 ,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I 
arrived  at  Tampico  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  July.  I  immediately 
communicated  with  the  American  consul,  and  obtained  from  him  the 
following  information: 

From  the  28th  of  April  until  the  10th  of  May,  four  secession  vessels 
had  arrived,  three  of  which  departed  under  the  British  flag  obtained 
from  her  Majesty’s  consul,  but  the  other  made  no  change  in  her  nation¬ 
ality  as  far  as  he  could  ascertain.  Their  respective  cargoes  inward 
amounted  to  360  bales  of  cotton,  all  of  which  was  sold  there  and 
immediately  shipped  to  England.  They  departed  in  ballast  for  the 
coast  of  Texas.  Their  names  were  Pontchartrain  (three  masts),  Joseph 
Buckhart ,  Cecilia ,  and  Lena. 

The  American  brig  Indus ,  of  New  York,  and  the  schooner  Eugenie , 
of  New  Orleans,  were  taken  possession  of  and  sold  by  the  Mexican 
authorities  without  judicial  investigation.  The  case  has  been  referred 
to  the  American  minister  at  Mexico,  and  an  order  was  given  by  the 
Mexican  Government  to  the  authorities  there  to  restore  them  at  once 
to  their  owners,  but  before  that  order  reached  there  the  vessels  had 
been  sold  and  sent  to  sea.  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  the  consul’s  letter 
regarding  the  affair. 

There  was  a  joint  French  and  Mexican  expedition  to  arrive  there  m 
a  short  time  to  recapture  the  citv. 

I  told  the  consul  I  would  remain  two  or  three  days,  but  after  that 
time  I  must  proceed  on  my  cruise,  as  my  coal  was  getting  short.  I 
waited  until  the  evening  of  the  4th  instant  and  then  started  for  the 
Rio  Grande,  where  I  arrived  at  noon  of  the  6th.  1  found  forty-five 
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vessels  in  the  roadstead,  a  great  many  of  them  loading  with  cotton. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  I  stood  out  to  sea,  and  when  about  10  or  11 
miles  from  land  boarded  the  Hanoverian  brigatine  Hamanez ,  from 
Liverpool,  bound  to  Matamoras.  1  kept  under  low  steam  all  night 
and  ran  in  in  the  morning  to  the  Brazos  Santiago.  I  anchored  near 
the  mouth  of  the  pass;  no  vessels  of  any  kind  were  in  sight.  I 
remained  there  until  Tuesday,  the  7th,  when,  at  10  a.  m.,  I  got  under¬ 
way  and  proceeded  slowly  up  the  coast.  On  Wednesday  1  made  two 
small  vessels  (schooners),  both  of  which,  upon  seeing  this  vessel,  ran 
ashore,  where  we  boarded  and  burned  them,  there  being  no  possible 
chance  of  saving  either.  Their  cargoes  consisted  of  about  60  bales  of 
cotton.  On  Thursday,  while  passing  Corpus  Christi,  we  discovered 
two  vessels  at  anchor  behind  Mustang  Island,  apparently  loaded  with 
cotton  and  awaiting  an  opportunity  to  escape  the  blockade.  1  tired 
my  rifle  20-pounder  at  them,  when  both  got  underway  and  stood  up 
the  bay  about  6  miles,  where  they  grounded.  I  at  once  sent  an  expe¬ 
dition,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Davenport,  across  the  island  to  capture 
them  if  possible,  and  if  they  could  not  be  saved,  destroy  them  by  fire, 
which  was  done  after  an  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to  float  them. 
The  expedition  proved  successful  and  reflects  credit  upon  those  com¬ 
posing  it.  I  regret  having  to  add  that  whilst  returning,  Lieutenant 
Davenport  accidentally  shot  himself  with  a  rifle,  the  ball  passing 
through  his  right  leg  a  little  below  the  knee  and  his  left  arm  above 
the  elbow. 

On  Thursday  p.  m.,  while  passing  Aransas  Pass,  we  discovered  a 
battery  of  two  guns,  one  of  which  was  a  small  rifle.  I  exchanged  six 
shots  with  it,  when  I  continued  my  course.  I  saw  nothing  at  Pass 
Cavallo  or  Velasco.  At  San  Luis  Pass  there  were  four  vessels  inside 
awaiting  a  fair  wind  to  escape,  one  of  which  wras  a  three-masted 
schooner. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  Henry, 

Lieuten  an  t-  Comm  ander. 


Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  off  Galveston ,  Tex. 


[Subenclosure.] 

U.  S.  Consulate, 

Tampico ,  July  J,  1863. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letters  dated,  respectively,  3d  and  4th  instant, 
in  explanation  of  the  impracticability  of  detaining  the  Sciota  any 
longer  on  this  coast,  I  have  to  state  that  your  remarks  are  too 
obvious  to  admit  the  least  opposition  to  your  plans  for  leaving  your 
anchorage  to-night,  though  the  presence  of  your  ship  would  afford 
us  perfect  security  on  the  arrival  of  the  invading  forces  which  in 
a  short  time  may  recapture  this  city  under  the  authority  of  the 
Emperor  of  France.  Should  you  have  a  speedy  passage  to  Galves¬ 
ton,  and  have  an  opportunity  to  communicate  promptly  with  the 
commodore,  he  will  doubtless  either  authorize  you  or  some  other 
naval  commander  to  repair  to  this  port  to  watch  the  movements  of 
the  forces  above  mentioned,  and  to  g'ive  protection  to  the  lives  and 
interests  of  our  countrymen  residing  in  this  district. 

As  regards  the  vessels,  they  were  seized  by  General  Juan  Jose  de  la 
Garza,  then  military  chief  of  the  forces  of  Tamaulipas,  [Mexico],  under 
the  following  circumstances,  viz: 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


385 


The  American  brig  Indus ,  Captain  Anderson,  of  New  York,  cleared 
from  this  consulate  on  the  16th  December,  1862,  for  Tabasco,  but  a 
deficiency  of  water  on  the  bar  detained  her  here  in  the  river  until  the  14th 
January,  1863,  when  she  was  embargoed  by  C.  Maudet,  the  naval  com¬ 
mander  then  occupying  the  bar  of  this  port.  A  cargo  of  wines  and 
provisions  was  put  on  board  the  Indus ,  but  nothing  of  contraband  of 
war.  On  the  21st  January  the  French  commander  retired  with  his 
forces  from  the  bar,  leaving  the  Indus  inside  without  protection.  On 
the  following  day  the  Mexican  forces  ordered  her  to  the  moorings  off 
this  city,  where  she  was  detained  until  the  2d  March,  when  the  captain 
of  the  port,  with  military  aid,  took  forcible  possession  of  her,  sum¬ 
marily  ejected  the  master  and  crew,  and  on  the  day  next  following  she 
was  sold  at  public  auction  without  judicial  investigation,  and  in  mani¬ 
fest  violation  of  the  25th  article  of  the  existing  treaty  between  Mexico 
and  the  United  States. 

Through  my  protests  and  representations  of  the  case,  our  minister 
at  the  city  of  Mexico  obtained  an  order  from  the  Mexican  Govern¬ 
ment  to  the  authorities  here  to  restore  the  vessel  at  once  to  her  owner, 
but  before  that  order  reached  here  the  vessel  had  been  sold  and  sent 
to  sea. 

A  small  schooner  called  the  Eugenia ,  belonging  to  New  Orleans, 
was  also  seized  and  sold  under  similar  circumstances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

Franklin  Chase. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Gunboat  Sciota ,  off  Tampico. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  Cooke ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding ,  U.  8.  8.  Estrella ,  to 
answer  charges  before  a  court-martial. 


New  Orleans,  July  1%,  1863. 

Sir:  Upon  being  relieved  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George 
Wiggin,  you  will  consider  yourself  detached  from  the  command  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Estrella ,  and  you  will  await  your  trial*  by  court-martial 
on  charges,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  sent  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-  Adm  iral. 


Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Estrella. 


Report  of  Captain  Jenkins ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  the  movement  of 
ordnance  and  bomb  vessels  to  Baton  Rouge. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Port  Hudson ,  July  13 ,  1863. 

Admiral:  In  the  absence  of  instructions  from  you  1  have  deemed 
it  advisable  to  get  the  ordnance  and  bomb  vessels  down  to  Baton 

*For  acquittal  and  restoration  to  duty  see  p.  428. 
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Rouge,  to  enable  them  to  get  such  of  their  fitment  as  they  left  there 
on  board  and  be  in  readiness  to  move  as  you  may  hereafter  direct. 

1  have  sent  the  coal  vessel  to  Baton  Rouge  and  requested  the  assist¬ 
ant  quartermaster  there  to  have  her  towed  to  New  Orleans  when  it 
can  be  conveniently  and  prudently  done. 

As  soon  as  the  last  of  the  bomb  vessels  go  down,  and  in  the  absence 
of  the  Genesee ,  i  shall  be  here  with  the  tug  Ida  alone, 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain . 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commodore  Bell , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  ge7ieral  affairs. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  13 ,  1863. 

Dear  Commodore:  I  am  happy  at  last  in  being  able  to  give  you 
“glad  tidings  of  great  joy.”  Everything  appears  propitious  to  the 
Union  arms. 

Vicksburg  has  surrendered  with  27,000  prisoners,  and  Port  Hudson 
with  6,000. 

At  Vicksburg  we  took  128  pieces  of  field  artillery  and  80  siege  guns, 
and  the  moment  the  surrender  was  talked  up  General  Grant  marched 
Sherman,  with  his  force,  off  after  Johnston,  and  he  is  now  after  him 
with  a  sharp  stick. 

Rosecrans  is  pursuing  Bragg  and  has  driven  him  entirely  out  of 
Tennessee,  and  is  now  cutting  the  bridges  ahead  of  him,  so  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  escape,  and  1  have  no  doubt  but  that  when  he  brings  him  to  a 
stand  he  will  defeat  him;  and  I  also  think  that  Sherman  will  defeat 
Johnston  when  he  falls  in  with  him. 

General  Meade  has  defeated  the  rebel  raid  at  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

The  battle  appears  to  have  been  a  very  hard-fought  one,  in  which  we 
lost  many  generals,  including  General  [John  F.]  Reynolds,  besides  a 
great  number  of  other  officers.  In  the  first  day's  fight,  although  it  was 
a  drawn  one,  we  captured  General  Archer  and  staff  and  6,000  men. 

It  is  said  (I  do  not  know  how  true)  that  in  the  first  day’s  fight  we  had 
but  22,000  opposed  to  50,000,  which  made  the  loss  on  our  side  so 
terrific. 

General  Dix  is  reported  as  marching  upon  Richmond. 

At  V  icksburg  we  took  60,000  stand  of  arms  in  good  condition  packed 
in  boxes.  I  will  send  you  a  paper  if  one  can  be  procured.  Should 
Johnston  be  defeated  and  his  army  dispersed  by  Sherman,  I  do  not  see 
anything  to  prevent  his  immediate  march  upon  Mobile.  He  has  occu¬ 
pied  Jackson,  Miss.,  now,  and  Johnston  is  retreating  before  him. 

I  have  received  your  letter  in  which  you  speak  of  the  industry  of 
the  rebels  (Texans)  on  their  batteries.  They  have  been  defeated  here 
in  every  encounter,  and  now  they  will  get  out  of  the  country  as  fast  as 
possible. 

As  to  Galveston,  I  hope  soon  to  g’ive  you  a  force  there  that  will 
walk  into  it  without  opposition,  and  I  agree  with  you  in  “that  now 
is  the  time,  but  the  Government  thinks  differentl}7.  Indeed,  there 
is  so  much  doing  now  that  perhaps  it  is  unjust  to  expect  more.  ' 
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I  shall  soon  turn  over  the  river  to  Porter  and  then  make  a  short  trip 
North;  perhaps  return  and  wind  up  the  concern,  unless  the  good  people 
at  home  have  some  one  else  to  whom  they  want  to  give  a  chance,  and 
God  knows  I  would  not  deprive  him  of  it. 

Wishing  you  every  success  and  a  healthy  season,  I  remain,  verv 
truly,  your  friend, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  H.  11.  Bell, 

Commanding  Naval  Officer  off  Texan  Coast. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  IT.  8.  Navy ,  .to  Acting  Master 
Chase,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Antona,  to  gwoceed  to 
blockade  duty  on  Texas  coast. 


Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  To,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will,  so  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Antona  is  ready  for  sea,  pro¬ 
ceed  down  the  coast  of  Texas  and  report  to  Commodore  11.  H.  Bell, 
commanding  the  United  States  naval  forces  on  that  coast.  You  will 
inform  Commodore  Bell  that  you  are  intended  to  cruise  along  the  coast 
for  the  purpose  of  picking  up  vessels  intending  to  run  the  blockade. 

You  will,  as  rarely  as  possible,  hoist  any  but  English  colors,  only 
when  it  is  necessary  to  fire  a  shot  or  make  yourself  known  to  men-of- 
war  vessels.  You  will  capture  all  vessels  of  suspicious  character  com¬ 
ing  on  or  going  off  the  coast  of  Texas  and  send  them  into  this  port 
for  adjudication.  You  will  be  very  particular  in  your  examinations 
of  the  vessels,  as  well  for  their  benefit  as  for  that  of  the  United  States. 

You  have  the  list  of  vessels  bound  out  to  Matamoras  and  the  coast; 
look  to  them  all,  and  to  Brazos  Santiago  in  particular. 

Very  respectfully, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Adm  iral. 


Acting  Master  Charles  T.  Chase, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Antona. 


Instructions  from  Lieutenant-  Commander  Adams,  U.  8.  Navy,  to 
Acting  Master  Hamilton,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  an  expedition  for 
the  capture  of  two  armed  boats  of  the  enemy  at  Pascagoula. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

8 hip  Island,  July  13, 1863. 

Sir:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  schooner  Emma  with  a  crew  of 
32  men.  You  will  disguise  the  schooner  in  the  best  way  you  can  to 
make  her  resemble  one  of  the  Pensacola  traders  as  much  as  possible. 
Take  barrels  and  fill  them  with  sand  and  grass  and  place  them  around 
the  vessel  to  hide  your  men  and  to  protect  them  from  rifle  shots.  Let 
three  or  four  of  the  crew  dress  as  the  crews  of  the  traders  dress. 
Take  a  small  skiff  with  you.  Each  man  will  be  armed  with  a  ride,  a 
cutlass,  and  a  pistol,  with  40  rounds  of  ball  cartridge.  Take  provision 
for  at  least  two  days.  Having  made  all  your  preparations,  you  will 
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get  underway  after  dark  this  evening  and  run  up  the  [Mississippi] 
Sound  to  Round  Island  and  run  the  schooner  ashore  on  the  spit.  At 
daylight  the  men  disguised  will  be  set  to  work  to  get  the  schooner  off, 
the  others  lying  hid  on  deck.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  decoy  the 
people  in  the  two  armed  boats  of  the  enemy  at  Pascagoula.  If  they 
come  out,  let  the  skiff  pull  for  Horn  Island  as  if  trying  to  escape,  and 
the  man  dressed  as  one  of  the  crew  that  is  left  must  wave  and  call  to 
the  men  in  the  skiff  as  though  he  were  in  great  distress. 

When  the  enemy  gets  within  100  yards  let  your  crew  rise  carefully 
(so  as  not  to  be  seen  by  the  enemy),  take  deliberate  aim,  and  fire  upon 
the  enemy.  Reload  if  they  stop,  prepare  to  receive  them  with  pistols, 
bayonets,  and  cutlasses  if  they  keep  on.  Have  your  howitzer  loaded 
with  canister  and  good  men  at  it.  Should  the  enemy-  not  attack  you, 
you  will  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  Round  Island  until  evening  and  then 
return  to  this  anchorage.  If  they  do  attack  you  and  y-ou  are  success¬ 
ful,  return  to  this  ship  as  soon  as  the  fight  is  over.  You  must  not  go 
within  long  cannon  range  of  the  north  shore.  The  Clifton  will  be 
down  near  you  in  the  afternoon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Comm landing  U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes . 

Acting  Master  J.  R.  Hamilton, 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes. 


Order  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Adams ,  U  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting 
Master  I)'  Oyley,  U  S.  Navy,  for  a  detail  of  men  for  the  expedition 
to  Pascagoula. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Ship  Lsland,  July  13,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  please  detail  12  men  of  your  crew,  to  go  on  an  expedi¬ 
tion  up  the  [Mississippi]  Sound,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  some 
boats  of  the  enemy.  The  men  must  be  armed  with  rifles,  cutlasses, 
and  pistols  or  revolvers.  They-  will  require  provisions  for  two  days. 
Send  them  alongside  of  this  ship  at  5:30  p.  m.  this  evening.  They 
will  go  up  the  sound  in  the  schooner  Emma,  so  no  boat  will  be  required. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 

Lieutenant-  Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 
Acting  Master  N.  D’Oyley, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Jackson. 


Lleport  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Johnson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
Tj .  S.  S.  Katahdm,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Excelsior. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Katahdin, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex.,  July  13,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  while  cruising  off  San  Luis 
Pass,  I  this  day  boarded  and  took  possession  of  a  schooner  with  an 
English  flag  flying  at  her  peak.  She  had  no  name  visible  nor  could 
we  discover  any  papers.  With  the  exception  of  2  bales  of  cotton,  she 
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had  no  cargo.  She  was  about  4  miles  south  from  San  Luis  Pass  at  the 
time  we  boarded  her,  and  the  person  who  represented  himself  as  her 
master  said  that  she  was  the  schooner  Excelsior,  of  78  tons  burden, 
owned  by  a  British  subject,  now  residing  in  Galveston.  That  she  was 
just  out  of  San  Luis  Pass,  and  bound  to  Brazos  River.  She  had  a  crew 
of  7  men,  including  the  master.  I  shall  send  the  schooner  in  charge  of 
an  officer  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  C.  Johnson, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Abstract  log  of  the  IJ.  S.  S.  Antona ,  Acting  Master  Charles  T.  Chase, 

U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding. 

July  If  1863. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Steaming  down  the  river 
(Mississippi).  At  3:45  a.  m.  saw  a  light  ahead  on  port  bow;  heard  one 
whistle  and  answered  it  to  go  to  the  right,  keeping  steady  on  our 
course,  being  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  river.  When  within  three  or 
four  lengths'  distance  of  the  approaching  steamer  she  put  her  helm  hard 
a  starboard,  coming  directly  across  our  forefoot.  Pilot  ordered  engine 
stopped,  of  this  steamer,  and  backed,  but  it  could  not  be  done  in 
season  to  avoid  collision.  We  struck  her  about  the  fore  rigging,  cut 
ting  her  below  the  water’s  edge.  It  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Sciota.  Captain  Chase  immediately  ordered  the  first  cutter  to  render 
assistance.  The  Sciota  steamed  into  the  bank  and  sank  in  12  feet  of 
water.  No  damage  done  to  this  vessel. 

July  16. — Steaming  along  in  10  fathoms  (Gulf  of  Mexico).  At 
10:30  a.  m.  saw  a  sail  to  the  N.  N.  W.,  from  masthead.  Shortly  after 
the  sail  proved  to  be  a  schooner  standing  to  the  eastward.  At  10:30 
came  up  with  and  spoke  her.  At  11:20  all  hands  at  quarters.  She 
proved  to  be  the  schooner  Cecelia  D.,  flying  English  colors,  said  to  be 
bound  from  Matamoras  to  New  Orleans.  Acting  Ensign  J.  F.  Chace 
was  sent  on  board  to  examine  her  papers,  which  were  irregular.  lie 
brought  them,  with  the  captain,  on  board.  At  2  p.  m.  Acting  Ensign 
James  F.  Perkins  was  ordered  on  board  the  schooner  as  prize  master, 
to  proceed  to  New  Orleans,  with  three  men  as  prize  crew. 


Report  of  Commander  Rolando ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Seminole ,  regarding  the  landing  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  of  ■prisoners 
captured  in  the  steamer  Charleston. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Port  Royal ,  July  If  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  port,  touching 
here  for  coal  and  to  land  23  prisoners  taken  in  the  Confederate  steamer 
Charleston,  captured  by  this  ship  on  the  11th  of  this  month. 

The  prisoners  were  a  serious  interference  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
ship  and  the  comfort  of  the  crew.  Coaling  isa  necessity,  as  I  found  so 
much  to  chase  on  the  route  that  we  consumed  a  very  large  portion  of 
the  coal  on  board. 
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The  ship  carries  only  nine  days’  coal  when  full.  With  every  pros¬ 
pect  of  falling  short  of  coal  before  reaching  Key  West,  from  the 
necessarily  large  expenditure  of  coal,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  put  into 
Port  Royal  for  a  supply;  and  1  believe  touching  at  Key  West  would 
involve  a  quarantine  at  New  Orleans,  which  is  another  consideration 
with  me. 

I  herewith  enclose  to  you  a  correct  list  of  the  officers,  crew,  and 
marine  guard  attached  to  this  ship  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the 
Confederate  steamer  Charleston 

******* 

First  Assistant  Engineer  J.  F.  Peck  has  tendered  his  resignation  by 
this  mail.  I  would  request  that  if  the  Department  accept  Mr.  Peck’s 
resignation  some  competent  engineer  be  ordered  to  the  Seminole  before 
he  is  allowed  to  leave,  as  of  all  the  engineers  on  board  he  is  the  most 
competent  and  only  experienced  one. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington . 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  Com¬ 
mander  Bigelow ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  comma/) d  of  the  U.  S.  8. 
Calhoun. 


Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  11,  1863. 

Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  report  yourself  for  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Calhoun ,  now  lying  at  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- A  dm  iral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  G.  A.  Bigelow, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Calhoun. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Madigan,  U.  S.  Navy ,  forwarding 
prize  list  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Owasco. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Owasco, 

Off  Sabine  Pass ,  July  If  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  the  Department  the  prize 
list  of  the  crew  and  officers  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Owasco ,  entitled  to  share 
in  the  joint  capture  of  6  bales  of  cotton  by  the  Cayuga  and  Owasco 
from  the  sloop  Active,  in  attempting  to  run  to  sea  from  Sabine  Pass  on 
Sunday,  21st  of  June,  ultimo.  Also  to  share  in  the  capture  of  the 
sloop  Blue  Bell,  on  the  2d  instant,  by  the  Cayuga,  said  sloop  having 
a  cargo  of  17£  barrels  sugar  and  3i  barrels  molasses.  I  have  for¬ 
warded  the  cotton,  sugar,  and  molasses  to  the  prize  commissioners  at 
Key  West. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Madigan,  Jr., 

Lieutenant-  Comm, under ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Owasco. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  Com¬ 
mander  Henry ,  U.  A.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  "S.  A.  Scioto,  regarding 
repairs  to  that  vessel. 

Flagship  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans,  July  15,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  directed  Mr.  Scott  to  go  down  with  his  pumping  appa¬ 
ratus,  etc.,  and  to  stop  the  leak  and  get  your  vessel  upon  her  feet  once 
more,  when  you  will  bring  her  up  to  New  Orleans.  If  it  is  neccessary 
to  detain  the  Albatross  to  assist  in  bringing  her  up,  do  so,  but  not  unless 
it  is  absolutely  necessary,  as  she  is  much  wanted  here. 

Tell  the  Antona  to  proceed  on  her  way,  and  that  I  hope  this  is  the 
last  time  I  shall  hear  of  his  accidents. 


Very  respectfully, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry, 

Commanding  Sciota. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Jenkins , 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  the  news  from  the  North,  and  other 
matters. 

Flagship  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans,  July  15, 1863. 

Dear  Captain:  The  news  is  glorious  to-day  from  the  North. 
Meade  appears  to  have  come  up  and  gone  a  little  beyond  your  expec¬ 
tations.  He  is  the  only  man  who  has  been  able  to  bring  his  forces 
into  action,  and  always  had  his  reinforcements  up  in  the  right  time. 
Doubleday  paid  him  a  handsome  compliment  when  his  officers  wished 
him  to  send  to  Meade  for  reinforcements.  He  replied:  “I  will  trust 
Meade  for  reinforcements  at  the  right  time.”  It  was  a  fierce  battle, 
and  the  most  decisive  one  fought  by  us.  I  think  that  unless  we  suffer 
some  great  reverse,  we  will  soon  bring  this  war  to  an  end. 

I  wrote  you  in  nry  last  to  send  down  the  mortar  boats  and  the  assist¬ 
ant  surgeons  at  Port  Hudson;  we  are  in  want  of  them  here.  All  the 
gunboats  broke  down  at  sight  of  New  Orleans.  I  got  the  Antona  off 
vesterday,  and  she  ran  into  the  Sciota  about  8  miles  this  side  Quaran¬ 
tine  and  sunk  her.  So  we  go.  I  can  not  get  but  the  Sachem  off  for 
Brashear  City.  The  Estrella  will  not  be  ready  before  Saturday.  The 
Arizona  shall  go  the  moment  she  arrives. 

General  Banks  is  writing  to  me  as  if  we  were  delaying  him  from 
capturing  the  Texans.  He  had  better  make  the  attack  and  find  out 
that  he  can  drive  them,  for  it  is  reported  here  that  he  had  a  brush  with 
them,  and  that  he  drove  General  Dudley  and  captured  three  pieces  of 
his  artillery.  I  hope  it  is  not  true.  It  is  always  well  to  know  that  you 
can  do  what  you  attempt.  The  boats  with  all  the  delay  will  be  there 
before  the  army.  If  you  have  anyone  to  try  by  court-martial,  send 
him  along  at  once.  We  are  getting  along  well,  and  I  will  depart  so 
soon  as  1  approve  the  sentences.  I  will  take  a  look  at  the  stations. 

X  send  you  all  the  papers  1  can  get  and  some  letters. 

Very  truly,  yours, 


Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

Commanding  off  Port  Hudson. 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Nary,  to  Captain  Jenkins , 

U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  return  of  the  TJ.  8.  8.  Winona  to  New  Orleans. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Off  New  Orleans,  July  15,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  send  the  Winona  back  as  soon  as  possible,  with  what¬ 
ever  dispatches  you  may  have  to  send,  and  such  persons  as  are  required 
to  appear  before  the  general  court-martial  now  in  session  here. 

Direct  her  to  speak  all  men-of-war  vessels  she  may  pass,  and  take 
their  mails,  touching  at  Baton  Rouge  and  Donaldsonville,  and  to  bring 
the  assistant  surgeons  heretofore  ordered  back  here. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Port  Hudson. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of  the  command 
of  the  Mississippi  River. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans,  July  15,  1863. 

Dear  Admiral:  Yours  of  the  8th  instant  was  received.  I  was  sure 
you  would  have  come  down,  as  1  would  have  gone  up  the  river  if  the 
interest  of  the  country  had  demanded,  and  I  feel  equally  certain  that 
neither  of  us  would  have  met  the  other  with  any  but  the  best  feeling 
and  honest  determination  to  do  our  duty  to  the  country  and  the 
Navy.  But  we  happened  to  be  equal  to  our  duty  on  the  water  and  we 
had  to  await  the  work  of  the  soldiers,  which,  thank  God,  has  termi¬ 
nated  so  gloriously,  but  the  last  news  is  the  best  of  all,  for  until  that 
army  of  Lee’s  was  broken  we  had  no  hope  of  peace.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  after  all  we  have  fallen  on  the  right  man  in  Meade.  He  is  the 
first  one  who  has  brought  all  his  forces  into  the  field,  and  so  oppor¬ 
tunely  against  his  adversary.  I  hope  this  is  the  closing  fight,  although 
I  expect  that  Sherman  has  by  this  time  got  Johnston  in  a  tight 
place.  I  feel  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  contemplated  by  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  when  I  should  turn  over  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River  to  you  down  to  New  Orleans,  and  then  pay  my  attention 
to  the  blockade  of  the  Gulf,  and  at  the  same  time  offers  me  a  short 
leave  to  make  a  visit  North  prior  to  the  work  he  expects  of  me  in  the 
fall.  I  suppose  some  work  to  be  done  by  the  vessels  yet  to  be  sent  to 
me,  Galveston  and  Mobile  perhaps,  and  that  will  finish  my  work;  or, 
perhaps  they  may  give  some  other  person  a  chance.  God  knows  I 
have  had  chances  enough  to  have  my  head  broken,  and  am  ready  to 
yield  my  place  to  any  ambitious  officer  who  desires  it. 

It  is  curious  that  Texans  should  have  attacked  the  forts  above 
Helena  and  at  Donaldsonville  at  the  same  time.  They  are  making  a 
stand  against  Banks  now  below  Donaldsonville,  but  I  think  he  will 
overcome  them.  I  will  soon  have  a  boat  or  two  round  in  Berwick 
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Bay  to  cut  off  their  retreat  in  case  they  retreat.  Hoping  that  this  war 
will  soon  end  in  the  right  way, 

I  remain,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississsppi  Fleet. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  A.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Porter,  U.  A  Navy ,  transferring  to  the  latter  the  command 
of  the  Mississippi  Rimer. 


U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Of  New  Orleans ,  July  15,  1863. 

Admiral:  The  time  has  arrived  when  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  thinks  I  should  turn  over  the  surveillance  of  the  Mississippi 
River  down  to  New  Orleans  to  yourself,  while  1  turn  my  more  par¬ 
ticular  attention  to  the  outside  work,  blockading,  etc. 

You  will  please,  therefore,  to  consider  the  work  as  turned  over  to 
you.  I  shall  continue  to  keep  my  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of  the  army, 
or  wherever  their  services  may  be  required,  until  your  vessels  arrive 
to  take  their  places. 

The  only  places  now  occupied  by  vessels  of  my  squadron  are  Port 
Hudson,  Donaldsonville,  and  the  Monongahela  and  Essex  keeping  a 
patrol  in  the  vicinity  of  the  rebel  army  below  Donaldsonville.  The 
Essex  belongs  to  your  squadron,  but  as  she  was  left  below  Vicksburg 
last  July  she  was  turned  over  by  the  Department  to  my  command. 

Very  respectfully, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Flotilla. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  referring  to  a  joint  attack  upon 
Yazoo  City  and  matters  pertaining  to  his  command. 

Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Vicksburg ,  July  16,  1863. 

Dear  Admiral:  Yours  of  July  9,  has  been  received  by  the  Genesee. 
I  should  have  been  down  to  see  you  before  this,  but  you  know 
what  it  is,  by  this  time.  Notwithstanding  Vicksburg  is  taken, 
you  will  be  surprised  to  hear  that  I  have  not  one  ironclad  to  spare.  I 
have  four  sunken  ones,  within  stone’s  throw  of  me — the  fndianola, 
Cincinnati ,  Cairo ,  and  De  Kalb.  The  latter  was  blown  up  four  days 
ago  by  a  torpedo,  and  I  fear  is  a  total  wreck.  When  Sherman  brought 
Johnston  to  a  stand  at  Jackson,  and  surrounded  him  in  the  city,  there 
was  but  one  thing  for  Johnston  to  do,  and  that  was  to  cut  his  wa}?  out 
and  escape  by  the  way  of  Yazoo  City  and  the  transports  he  had 
assembled  there.  He  consequently  had  it  strongly  fortified,  and  the 
finest  steamers  on  the  river  already  there  for  the  purpose  of  embarking. 

General  Grant  and  I  started  an  expedition  up  there  and  the  De  Kalb 
attacked  the  batteries,  while  the  soldiers  landed.  The  rebels  fled, 
leaving  everything  in  our  hands.  They  set  fire,  unfortunately  to 
four  splendid  steamers,  and  burned  them  up,  and  we  only  captured 
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one,  a  semigunboat.  While  the  JJa  Kalb  was  moving  up  slowly,  she 
ran  on  a  torpedo,  which  blew  her  bow  right  out  of  her,  and  down  she 
went.  Nobody  killed  or  drowned,  thank  heaven!  We  captured  6 
heavy  guns  from  the  enemy,  and  lost  13  by  the  sinking  of  the  Be  Kalb — 
rather  a  losing  business,  but  the  loss  is  only  temporary.  We  are  get¬ 
ting  the  guns  out,  and  may  save  the  hull.  The  Lafayette  came  up 
here  with  her  keel  burned  in  two,  and  her  bottom  burned  half 
through.  I  am  trying  to  fix  her  up;  she  will  do  for  a  scarecrow, 
though  they  will  be  afraid  to  tire  her  heavy  guns.  The  Tuscumbia 
has  never  been  repaired  since  the  Grand  Gulf  affair,  where  she  got  a 
pretty  good  hammering,  and  1  have  to  keep  her  lying  still  at  an  exposed 
point.  The  Mound  City  has  sprung  a  leak  in  her  boilers,  and  can  not 
make  a  tire. 

So  I  only  have  the  Carondelet ,  Choctaw ,  Benton ,  and  Louisville  that 
can  move.  They  are  stationed  at  points  where  the  rebels  have  heavy 
batteries,  and  the  Choctaw  and  Pittsburg  are  stationed  at  the  mouth  of 
Red  River. 

These  things  I  now  have  are  nothing  but  old  rattletraps  Davis  left 
here,  and  it  is  as  much  as  the  commanders  can  do  to  keep  them  afloat. 
I  have  to  depend  on  the  tinclads  to  keep  the  river  clear  above  us,  and 
they  have  a  hard  time  of  it.  Still,  they  whip  the  light  batteries  the 
rebels  put  up,  have  killed  a  good  many  men,  and  the  rebels  are  grad¬ 
ually  getting  tired  of  it.  They  have  never  captured  or  materially  hurt 
a  transport  yet,  and  they  think  it  won’t  pay  to  be  shot  at  for  nothing. 

I  have  sent  an  expedition  up  the  Red  River  and  the  Tensas.  If  no 
accident  happens  to  them,  I  will  send  them  below  as  soon  as  the}^ 
return,  and  send  off  the  Lxifayette  as  soon  as  I  get  her  keel  repaired. 
I  have  two  nice  ironclad  “turreted  monsters”  coming  down.  They 
started  three  months  ago,  and  after  returning  now  and  then  to  the 
machine  shops  and  contractors,  have  concluded  to  stay  there  for  the 
rest  of  the  season. 

The  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers  have  fifteen  gunboats  to 
guard  them,  and  until  Rosecrans  does  something  I  can  hope  to  use 
none  of  those  vessels. 

I  have  heard  nothing  yet  from  the  Department  about  extending  my 
command,  but  am  waiting  here  for  orders.  When  I  get  them  I  will  come 
down  at  once.  I  do  not  know  that  1  can  do  anything  unless  you  leave 
me  all  the  small  vessels  until  I  can  get  others.  They  should  send  out 
here  a  goodly  number  from  the  North.  I  expect,  though,  they  have 
their  hands  full  looking  out  for  Semmes.  1  hope  General  Banks  will 
remove  all  the  guns  from  Port  Hudson  or  the  rebels  will  get  in  there 
again.  If  Johnston  escapes  from  Sherman  and  gets  down  that  way, 
he  will  try  it.  The  plan  of  the  enemy  is  to  have  flying  batteries  all 
along  the  river  and  annoy  us  in  that  way.  They  have  alread}r  planted 
one  25  miles  below  here,  one  at  Rodney,  and  are  going  to  put  another 
at  Ellis  Cliffs.  We  shall  be  kept  busy  chasing  them  up. 

As  soon  as  I  can  get  hold  of  El  let’s  brigade,  which  is  now  up  the 
river,  1  will  send  it  down.  It  consists  of  a  small  force,  but  can  land, 
and  perhaps  capture  the  guns. 

Hoping  to  see  you  soon,  and  congratulating  you  on  the  capture  of 
Port  Hudson, 

I  remain,  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral . 

Rear-Admiral  David  G.  Earragltt. 
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Report  of  Captain  Emmons ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  referring  to  an  engagement  in 

the  rear  of  Donaldsonville. 

lT.  S.  S.  Monongaiiela, 

Donaldsonville ,  July  16 ,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  a  careful 
reconnoissance  of  the  Mississippi  River  between  here  and  Port  Hudson, 
and  have  discovered  no  hostile  demonstrations. 

The  accompanying-  report  of  Commander  Woolsey,  of  the  Princess 
Royal ,  will  speak  of  the  river  below.  You  will  probably  learn  through 
General  Banks  of  the  result  of  the  fii'ing  in  the  rear  of  this  place 
alluded  to  in  a  previous  letter,  in  which  a  division  under  Colonel 
Morgan  was  somewhat  woi’sted,  I  believe,  by  the  enemy;  our  loss,  2 
guns  and  about  175  killed  and  wounded.  1  send  down  witnesses  to  the 
general  court-martial,  agreeable  to  your  order,  and  an  acting  assistant 
surgeon,  steward,  and  three  wounded  men,  picked  up  on  shore  and 
belonging  to  the  U.  S.  gunboat  New  London. 

1  have  arranged  for  the  Ida  to  bring  down  a  small  supply  of  soft 
coal  from  Baton  Rouge  for  the  Essex  at  the  same  time  that  she  tows 
down  an  empty  coal  vessel  and  one  of  the  mortar  schooners. 

As  there  is  but  little  coal  left  in  Baton  Rouge,  it  is  important  that 
we  soon  get  supplies  from  above. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons,  Captain. 

Admii’al  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Hooper ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  Rachel 
Seaman. 

Flag- Steamer  Tennessee, 

Of  New  Orleans ,  July  16 ,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  New  York  with  your  vessel,  and  on  your 
arrival  report  to  the  commandant  of  the  station  for  repaii's,  and  in 
writing  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  I  have  sent  you 
home  for  that  purpose. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  (f.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Q.  A.  Hooper, 

Commanding  U.  S.  schooner  Rachel  Seaman. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  use  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee  as  a  flagship. 

No.  122.1  Flag- Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  16 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Finding  my  presence  frecpiently  necessary  in  different  points 
of  my  command,  and  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  flagship,  when  it  is 
one  of  the  largest  vessels  of  war  and  indispensable  at  another  point,  I 
deemed  it  most  to  the  interest  of  the  service  to  take  as  a  temporary 
flagship  the  prize  steamer  Tennessee ,  formerly  a  passenger  steamer  to 
VeraCruz.  She  has  abundant  room  for  all  the  staff',  and  it  will  enable 
me  to  run  around  my  station  without  putting  the  commanders  of  other 
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vessels  to  inconvenience.  There  is  no  vessel  except  the  Colorado  that 
could  accommodate  myself  and  staff  without  great  inconvenience  to 
the  commander  and  other  officers. 

By  the  leave  granted  to  Captain  Alden  J  was  compelled  to  deprive 
myself  of  my  captain  of  the  fleet,  Captain  Jenkins,  whom  I  placed  in 
command  of  the  Richmond ,  and  the  death  of  Commander  Read  occurred 
just  as  Captain  Emmons  arrived  from  Key  West,  and  I  placed  him  in 
command  of  the  Monongahela. 

I  beg  to  remind  the  Department  that  I  am  much  in  want  of  the 
officers  applied  for  in  my  last  application.  The  men’s  times  are  expir¬ 
ing  daily,  and  thej^  demand  their  discharge,  which,  under  the  law,  I 
can  not  refuse. 

As  to  contrabands,  it  is  ver}r  difficult  to  get  them.  The  men  disa¬ 
gree  with  them  so  much  that  we  are  obliged  to  be  very  rigid  with  the 
sailors  in  consequence.  The  contrabands  soon  desert  because  of  the 
ill  feeling  manifested  toward  them  by  the  sailors. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  forwarded. 

Very  respectfully, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Adm  iral. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Far  ray  at,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  sinking 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Sciota  by  the  prize  steamer  Antona. 

No.  123.]  Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  16,  1863. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  the  Department  that  in  going  down  the 
Mississippi  River,  the  Antona ,  prize  steamer,  now  employed  by  me  as 
a  cruiser  off  the  coast  of  Texas,  ran  into  and  sunk  the  gunboat  Sciota. 

I  have  now  employed  the  Bell  boat  wreckers^  who  expect  to  get  her 
up  in  a  few  days.  She  lies  aground  with  the  water  just  below  the 
spar  deck;  she  is  68  miles  below  New  Orleans. 

The  collision  occurred  at  3  o’clock  in  the  morning,  which  is  the  only 
way  of  accounting  for  their  permitting  her  to  sink  with  such  rapidity. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-  Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S. 
Nary,  approving  the  operations  in  the  Mississippi  River. 


Navy  Department,  July  17,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  No.  117,  dated  the  30th  ultimo,  in  reference  to 
your  operations  in  the  Mississippi  and  your  proposed  future  operations. 

Your  views  are  correct  and  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
Department. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 
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Letter- from  Bear- Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Jenkins, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  informing  him  of  the  transfer  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Porter  of  the  command  of  the  Mississippi  River. 


Dear  Captain: 


Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  17,  1863. 

1  sent  yon  by  the  Winona  a  dispatch  for  Acting 


Rear-Admiral  Porter,  which  was  intended  to  turn  over  the  river  to  his 
surveillance,  as  directed  by  the  Department,  so  soon  as  circumstances 
would  permit,  and  I  think  this  is  the  time. 

I  informed  him  that  I  should  keep  the  places  now  occupied  until  his 
vessels  arrived  to  take  their  places,  and  when  the}^  do  you  will  return, 
after  giving  the  officers  all  the  information  in  your  power,  and  report 
to  me  or  the  commanding  officer  at  New'  Orleans.  I  send  you  a  copy 
of  the  letter. 

I  am  anxious  to  get  through  with  the  courts;  they  are  all  that 
detain  me.  There  are  two  or  three  to  be  tried  alone,  one  on  your 
ship,  I  believe,  and  one  on  one  of  the  mortar  boats.  Please  get  them 
all  down  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Arizona  has  not  yet  arrived,  and  I  am  becoming  very  uneasy 
about  that.  I  sent  three  or  four  days  ago  to  Berwick  Bay.  My 
dependence  was  on  the  Arizona — was  to  assist  her — but  I  fear,  as  Com¬ 
modore  Palmer  says,  that  Upton  is  not  to  be  trusted  out  of  sight.  He 
appears  to  have  no  discretion.  A  steamer  that  came  from  Natchez 
says  she  saw  her  between  Natchez  and  Vicksburg,  and  the  St.  Marfs 
says  the  Arizona  was  down  Red  River,  so  I  suppose  she  is  on  her  way 
down.  I  now  send  him  a  peremptory  order  to  come  down  to  me. 

Will  you  try  and  procure  coal  from  the  tipper  fleet  for  the  Essex,  as 
coal  here  is  $2  a  barrel,  which  will  be  $60  per  ton?  If  it  comes  down 
for  sale  purchase  a  load. 

There  is  no  new  arrival  from  the  North.  I  hope  they  have  Lee, 
but  most  people  think  he  will  outwit  Meade  and  the  whole  country. 

Nous  verrons. 

My  whole  fleet  is  in  the  machine  shop  and  the  Sciota  sunk  down  at 
the  Quarantine,  but  I  still  hope  to  save  her. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  Cr.  Iarragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins. 


Report  of  Captain  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  reference  to  the  capture  of  the 
steamers  James  Battle  and  William  Bagley,  July  17-18, 1863. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Mobile,  July  30, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  capture*  of  two  blockade 
runners — steamers — from  Mobile;  they  escaped  close  in  under  the  land 
to  eastward  of  Swash  Channel  night  of  17th-18th  instant. 

This  ship  being  at  anchor  off  the  Swash,  Aroostook  and  Kennebec .  at 
their  positions  to  the  eastward,  they  made  signal,  “  Steamer  running 

*See  Series  I,  vol.  17,  pp.  504-512. 
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out  this  pass,  standing  S.  E.”  We  immediately  (about  1  o’clock  a.  m.) 
got  underway  and  stood  in  chase.  At  daylight  ovei’hauled  and  passed 
the  two  gunboats,  both  rebel  steamers  in  sight. 

Continuing  the  chase,  a  third  steamer  was  discovered  ahead,  standing 
for  us,  after  which  she  changed  her  course  and  ran  for  the  chased 
steamer,  which  proved  to  be  the  James  Battle ,  with  600  or  more  bales 
of  cotton,  etc.,  on  board;  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  U.  S.  S. 
Be  Soto.  I  told  Captain  Walker  we  had  chased  her  from  Mobile  Bar. 
and  would  send  to  Navy  Department  our  list  of  officers  and  crew, 
claiming  our  proper  proportion  of  prize  money,  and  directed  him  to 
send  prize  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication  (Admiral  Farragut’s  order), 
there  being  no  district  judge  at  Key  West;  learned  afterwards  he  sent 
her  to  Key  West. 

The  Ossipee  then  stood  to  the  eastward  to  intercept  the  steamer  1 
had  signalized  the  Kennebec  to  continue  in  chase  of.  At  sunset  the 
hull  of  said  steamer  was  in  sight  from  this  vessel.  We  gained  on  her, 
and  at  11  p.  m.  tired  our  forecastle  30-pounder  rifle  pivot  at  her.  She 
immediately  hove  to  and  showed  lights.  I  hailed  her  and  said  1  would 
send  a  boat  on  board. 

While  lowering  the  boat  to  send  prize  master  and  crew  to  receive 
papers,  etc.,  from  her  master,  the  Be  Soto,  Captain  Walker,  having 
followed  on  our  track,  had  overtaken  us  and  slipped  in  alongside  of 
our  prize,  dropped  a  boat  in  the  darkness,  and  sent  Lieutenant-Corn 
tnander  Bradford  to  take  possession  of  her.  On  learning  this  I  hailed 
the  Be  Soto,  saying  to  Captain  Walker,  ‘’The  prize  is  ours,”  after 
which  I  sent  an  officer  to  him,  directing  the  master  of  the  steamer, 
with  his  papers,  sent  on  board  the  Ossipee  and  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Robert  F.  Bradford  returned  to  Be  Soto  (I  having  prize  master 
and  crew  on  board  the  prize),  which  he  did  after  some  delay,  and  1 
received  letter  from  Captain  Walker,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies 
this;  as  also  copy  of  certificate  of  the  master  of  prize,  Charles  Frisk, 
which  shows  that  he  surrendered  to  the  vessel  tiring  the  gun  at  him, 
the  only  gun  fired  at  the  time. 

The  two  prizes  are  said  to  be  the  most  valuable  which  were  in  or 
leaving  Mobile,  having  on  board  upward  of  1,300  bales  of  cotton;  also 
some  rosin. 

We  feel  much  here  the  want  of  speed  in  our  vessels  on  such 
occasions. 

I  can  not  account  for  Captain  Walker’s  singular  conduct  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  our  capture  of  the  William  Bagley.  I  report  circumstances 
to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  and  send  steamer  to  New  Orleans  for  adju¬ 
dication;  prisoners  north  first  opportunity. 

The  James  Battle  was  captured  about  70  miles  S.  E.  from  our 
anchorage  off  Mobile;  the  William  Bagley  176  miles  S!  34°  E.  from 
Mobile  bar. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

eT NO.  P.  CtILLIS, 

Capt.  and  Senior  Officer,  3d  Biv.  Western  Gidf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  B.  C. 

Upton,  on  prize  courts,  page  114,  Lord  Stowell  says:  “  The  striking 
of  the  colors  is  to  be  deemed  the  real  deditio;  the  act  of  formal 
submission  the  consummation  of  the  capture.” 
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Re/port  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  vessels  of  his  command. 

No.  124.]  U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Off  New  Orleans,  July  18,  1863. 

Sir:  The  ships  are  all  so  cut  to  pieces  that  it  is  necessary  to  send 
them  home  for  repairs  preparatory  to  active  duty  outside  in  the  fall. 
I  shall  therefore  send  them  home  as  fast  as  they  can  be  spared.  The 
Hartford  I  shall  take  home,  as  she  has  borne  my  flag  during  the  whole 
cruise  up  to  this  moment;  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  leave  her  above 
Port  Hudson.  She  is  much  cut  to  pieces,  and  I  feel  that  the  ship,  as 
well  as  those  who  have  so  gallantly  stood  by  her,  have  a  right  to  this 
consideration,  as  I  doubt  if  there  ever  floated  a  ship  that  has  passed 
through  more  perils  and  come  out  so  well;  still,  she  is  unfit  for  service 
in  the  Atlantic  without  many  repairs. 

The  Richmond  is  in  similar  condition,  with  the  additional  disadvan¬ 
tage  of  having  been  on  shore,  her  bottom  much  injured  by  worms,  and 
leaks  very  badly.  The  Brooklyn  is  not  cut  to  pieces  so  badly  as  the 
rest,  but  she  was  rammed  by  the  Manassas  and  has  an  awful  wound  in 
the  starboard  side,  which  should  be  repaired  before  the  fall  or  winter.  It 
is  covered  over,  and  thus  far  has  stood  very  well  through  the  spring 
and  summer.  Several  of  the  gunboats  should  go  home  to  be  docked, 
as  1  have  no  means  here,  and  I  am  compelled  to  keep  the  leaking  ves¬ 
sels  in  the  river,  so  that  I  shall  soon  have  none  for  the  blockades.  I 
relieve  them  as  fast  as  I  can,  and  I  think  it  most  prudent  to  send  the 
leaky  vessels  home  while  the  weather  is  mild.  I  regret  that  the  Depart¬ 
ment  did  not  leave  it  to  me  to  send  the  Cuyler  home  when  I  could  have 
best  spared  her,  for,  although  she  had  lost  her  speed  very  much,  she 
was  still  one  of  the  fastest  boats  on  the  blockade  at  Mobile,  and  her 
withdrawal  much  regretted  by  the  commanding  officer. 

But,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  fighting  is  finished  in  the  river,  I 
will  be  able  to  send  some  of  our  boats  outside — that  is,  two  or  three  of 
them.  I  shall  send  a  list  of  my  squadron  as  at  present  disposed  of. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Adams ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing *  U.  S.  ship  Vincennes ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  harge  II. 
Me  Guin. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Ship  Island ,  July  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  barge  II.  Me  Guin. 
of  New  Orleans.  The  vessel  was  engaged  in  trading  with  the  enemy 
in  Bay  St.  Louis,  and  was  captured  by  a  boat’s  crew  from  this  ship 
and  a  boat’s  crew  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Clifton. 

The  H.  ALcGuin  will  be  sent  to  New  Orleans  for  trial. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 

Lieutenant-  Commander,  Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy ,  reyarding  various  matters. 


U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Port  Hudson ,  July  18,  1863—9  a.  rn. 

Admiral:  The  Arizona  was  in  sight  yesterday  morning  about  8 
a.  m.,  as  I  reported  by  the  Winona.  This  morning  at  about  8  she  was 
reported  passing,  and  I  hailed  and  orderd  her  to  anchor. 

I  have  ordered  Captain  Upton  to  take  as  many  bomb  vessels  as  he 
can  (four,  if  possible)  in  tow  to  New  Orleans,  report  his  arrival  to  you, 
show  his  orders,  and  make  a  written  report  of  all  the  causes  of  deten¬ 
tion  above. 

The  Geiiesee  returned  at  8  this  morning  from  Vicksburg  with  Gen¬ 
eral  Banks’  bearer  of  dispatches.  There  is  very  little  news  from 


above. 

The  gunboat  De  Kalb  was  blown  up  and  sunk  recently  in  the  Yazoo 
by  torpedoes;  no  one  much  hurt. 

'  About  6,500  head  of  cattle  were  captured  by  our  troops  lately  at 
Natchez.  Johnston  is  reported  to  be  at  Jackson  with  30,000  men, 
Sherman  surrounding  him  with  about  60,000  men. 

News  from  the  east  reports  Lee  at  Antietam  intrenched,  and  in  force, 
to  allow  his  sick,  wounded,  and  plunder  to  cross  the  Potomac.  The 
news  is  only  one  day  later.  Our  troops  were  lighting  and  harassing 
the  enemy  on  all  sides. 

V cry  respectfully, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Sq  uadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Monon- 
gahela,  regarding  convoy  furnished  to  Army  steamer  Zephyr. 

U.  S.  8.  Monongahela, 
Donaldsonville,  Miss.  \LaA\,  July  18,  1863. 

Admiral:  Just  after  closing  my  dispatch*  to  you  on  yesterday  I  fur¬ 
nished  a  convo3r  to  the  army  transport  steamer  Zephyr,  upon  applica¬ 
tion  of  one  of  General  Banks’  officers,  who  informed  me  that  one  of 
their  transports  had  been  tired  upon  below  here.  The  Princess  Royal 
has  since  returned  the  second  time,  seeing  only  one  squad  of  rebels 
and  receiving  no  shot. 

The  indications  are  that  the  rebels  are  falling  back  in  the  rear  of  this 
place. 

I  asked  the  commander  of  the  Winona  to  tow  our  coal  bark  that  had 
discharged  alongside  of  the  Essex  to  New  Orleans,  and  have  since  asked 
the  quartermaster  here  to  allow  one  of  his  steamers  bound  down  to 
take  in  tow  the  mortar  schooner  Lee,  and  1  send  you  this  dispatch  by 
her. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Geo.  F.  Emmons,  Captain. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


*  See  July  16,  p.  395. 
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Letter  from  Captain  Jenkins ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 

Porter ,  V.  S.  Navy,  congratulating  him  on  his  brilliant  successes. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Port  Hudson ,  July  19,  1863. 

My  Dear  Porter:  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a- dispatch*  from  Admiral 
Farragut  to  you,  dated  the  15th  instant.  I  also  enclose  a  request  for 
coal  for  the  Essex. 

I  have  written  to  the  commanding  officer  of  your  forces  at  or  near 
the  mouth  of  Red  River  on  the  subject  of  coal. 

I  congratulate  you  with  all  my  heart  upon  your  many  brilliant  suc¬ 
cesses  since  the  opening  [of]  the  present  campaign,  and  among  all  of 
your  many  old  and  new  friends  there  is  no  one  who  more  sincerely 
rejoices  in  your  victories  than  I. 

I  consider  the  capture  (by  yourself,  with  a  small  force)  of  Grand 
Gulf  one  of  if  not  the  most  brilliant  affairs  of  the  war,  and  that  is 
saying  a  great  deal  when  we  all  remember  Arkansas  Post,  the  Yazoo 
and  its  surroundings,  and  the  many  brilliant  essays  before  Vicksburg. 

I  trust  the  Government  will  not  be  tardy  in  bestowing  upon  you 
your  well-earned  and  richly  deserved  reward. 

Very  faithfully  and  truly,  your  friend, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Jenkins, 

TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Richmond ,  to- proceed  to  New 

York. 

Flag -Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans,  July  80,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond  under  your  com¬ 
mand  to  New  York,  and  upon  your  arrival  report  in  writing  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating  that  you  require  extensive 
repairs  and  that  the  terms  of  enlistment  of  the  majority  of  your  crew 
have  expired  or  will  expire  in  August. 

You  will  report  your  arrival  in  person  to  the  commandant  of  the 
New  York  navy  yard. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Richmond. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  consular  information  regarding  suspicious 
vessels. 

Navy  Department,  July  80, 1863. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  extracts  from  consular  dispatches  relative 
to  suspicious  vessels,  and  call  your  especial  attention  to  the  case  of  the 
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> Sumter ,  now  Gibraltar ,  which  vessel  should  be  captured  anywhere  on 
the  high  seas. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  lamson,  U.  S. ' 

Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Granite  City ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the 
Western  Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  July  20, 1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Granite  City ,  under  your  command,  is 
ready  for  sea,  proceed  with  her  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to  New 
Orleans  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  or  the  senior  com¬ 
manding  officer  present,  for  duty  in  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Master  C.  W.  Lamson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Granite  City ,  New  York. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Cressy,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Gertrude,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  West  Gulj 
Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  July  20,  1863. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Gertrude,  under  your  command,  is 
ready  for  sea,  proceed  with  her  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to  New 
Orleans  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  or  the  senior  command¬ 
ing  officer  present,  for  duty  in  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Acting  Master  W.  K.  Cressy,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Geftrude,  New  York. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Chase ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  TT.  S.  S.  Antona,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty 
between  the  Rio  Grande  and  Velasco,  Tex. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  July  20,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  down  the  coast  of  Texas  on  blockade  service, 
in  compliance  with  the  orders  given  you  by  Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Far¬ 
ragut,  dated  July  13,  1863,  and  extend  your  cruising  from  the  Rio 
Grande  to  V elasco,  keeping  me  informed,  as  opportunities  occur,  of  the 
events  of  your  cruise. 
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You  are  requested  to  use  your  coals  economically,  and,  when  in  want 
of  a  supply,  you  will  come  to  this  anchorage  for  them. 

Y ery  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Acting  Master  Chas.  T.  Chase, 

Commanding  II.  8.  8.  Antona ,  off  Galveston. 


letter  f  rom  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance  to  Bear- Admiral  Far- 
ragut ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  forwarding  of  guns  for  the  use  of 
the  quartermaster’’ s  department. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Navy  Department, 

Washington  City ,  July  20,  1863. 

Sir:  A  requisition  has  been  made  upon  this  Bureau  by  the  War 
Department  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  Colonel  Holabird,  chief  quar¬ 
termaster  of  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  a  number  of  boat  howitzers 
and  ammunition  to  enable  him  to  arm  steam  transports,  tugs,  and 
barges  in  the  service  of  his  department. 

To  this  end  the  Bureau  has  this  day  directed  to  be  sent  to  you,  as 
soon  as  they  can  be  prepared,  10  rifled  12s,  10  smooth  12s,  and  10 
24-pounder  howitzers,  with  boat  carriages  and  ammunition,  and  desires 
that  you  cause  them  to  be  properly  mounted  on  board  such  craft  as 
the  quartermaster’s  department  of  "the  Gulf  may  designate. 

The  Bureau  also  authorizes  you  to  mount  on  board  these  vessels 
any  other  guns  of  the  above  classes  that  can  be  spared  from  the  wants 
of  your  squadron,  and  directs  such  information  to  be  given  the  officers 
as  will  enable  them  tb  handle  the  guns  property. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Acting  Chief  of  Bureau. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron,  New  Orleans ,  La.. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War  regard¬ 
ing  the  loan  of  guns  for  the  quartermaster’s  department. 


Navy  Department,  July  1863. 


Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  of  this  Department  has  directed  10 
12-pounder  rifles,  10  12-pounder  smoothbores,  and  10  24-pounder 
howitzers,  with  boat  carriages,  equipment,  and  ammunition,  complete, 
to  be  prepared  and  sent  to  New  Orleans,  and  requested  Admiral  Far¬ 
ragut  to  have  them  mounted  on  board  such  vessels  as  may  be  desig¬ 
nated  by  the  quartermaster’s  department  of  the  Gulf  ;  giving  at  the 
same  time  all  necessary  information  relative  to  their  use.  These, 
together  with  guns  now  on  hand  at  New  Orleans,  will,  it  is  thought, 
meet  the  wants  of  the  quartermaster’s  department. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  W  elles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Jenkins , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  to  prepare  for  sea. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Off  New  Orlea  ns ,  Jxdy  21,  1865. 

Captain:  On  receipt  of  this,  you  will  come  down  to  Few  Orleans 
preparatory  to  going  to  sea.  4  ou  will  give  Captain  Emmons  all  the 
information  in  relation  to  the  localities,  and  then  leave  him  in  charge 
of  Port  Hudson,  its  vicinity,  and  the  river  down  to  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Richmond. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Chief 
Engineer  Cameron ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  for  the  repair  of  the  engines  and 
boilers  of  the  U  S.  S.  Pensacola. 

Navy  Department,  July  22,  1863. 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  10th  instant  has  been  received. 
Have  the  engines  and  boilers  of  the  Pensacola  put  in  the  best  order 
you  can,  and,  after  a  trial  of  them,  return  north  and  report  your  arrival 
by  letter  to  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Chief  Engineer  Robert  Cameron,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Morris, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  temporary  command  in  the  Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  J uly  22,  1863. 

Commodore:  I  shall  leave  this  port  to  be  absent  a  short  time,  and 
upon  you  will  devolve  the  care  of  the  river  and  the  command  of  the 
naval  forces  until  you  or  I  are  notified  that  acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter 
has  received  my  dispatch  turning  over  the  surveillance  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  from  New  Orleans  up  to  its  loy^al  districts. 

I  sent  him  the  dispatch  some  time  ago,  notifying  him  where  I  had 
cruisers  stationed,  and  requesting  him  to  have  them  relieved  by  some 
of  his  fleet.  As  soon  as  that  is  done  you  will  send  the  vessels  so 
relieved  outside  as  fast  as  you  can  spare  them,  both  for  the  benefit  of 
the  health  of  their  crews  and  to  add  to  the  blockading  force. 

There  is,  as  .you  are  aware,  an  expedition  going  on  against  Berwick 
Bay.  When  that  is  ended  you  will  restore  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Wiggin  to  the  command  of  the  Tennessee.  Should  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Cooke  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Upton  be 
acquitted,  they  may  also  be  restored  to  their  commands. 
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As  soon  as  the  new  steamer  Commodore  is  completed  she  is  to  be  sent 
into  Lake  Pontchartrain.  The  Hollyhock  and  Ida  are  to  be  kept  here 
as  tugs,  or  sent  to  Pensacola,  as  they  may  be  required.  The  Calhoun 
may  be  useful  in  Mississippi  Sound.  Owing  to  the  leaky  condition  of 
the  Itasca  and  Winona  and  the  defectiveness  of  the  Kineo ,  I  think  they 
had  better  be  kept  in  the  river  until  it  is  ascertained  that  they  can  be 
docked  at  Cairo  or  St.  Louis,  when  you  had  better  send  the  Winona  up 
to  try  the  experiment.  The  Princess  Royal  should  be  sent  down  the 
coast  of  Texas  to  relieve  some  of  the  vessels  there  for  repairs. 

The  Monongahela  should  be  sent  to  Mobile  as  soon  as  she  can  be 
spared  from  the  river.  The  Richmond  I  shall  send  home,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  her  leaky  state  and  the  unhealthy  condition  of  the  crew, 
whose  times  are  daily  expiring. 

I  desire  that  the  machinery  be  sent  to  Ship  Island  as  soon  as  the  fleet 
engineer  reports  it  read}".  You  can  send  the  Sportsman  around  to 
Pensacola. 

I  think  now  the  supply  of  coal  and  stores  should  be  sent  principally 
to  Pensacola,  but  this  is  the  most  convenient  point  for  the  Texas  block¬ 
ade.  I  shall  so  state  to  the  Department,  but  you  will,  of  course,  be 
governed  in  all  these  things  by  circumstances. 

I  speak  of  things  as  they  now  are. 

Should  your  health  fail,  and  you  desire  to  go  home  in  consequence 
thereof,  you  will  send  down  for  Commodore  Bell,  or  the  next  in  rank 
to  yourself,  and  deliver  over  to  him  the  command  of  the  squadron. 

Verv  respectfullv  and  truly,  yours, 

D.  Ct.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Adams ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
IT.  S.  ship  Vincennes ,  urging  the  need  of  men  for  successful  operations 
in  Mississippi  Sound. 

IJ.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Ship  Island ,  July  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  20th  instant  I  forwarded  a  requisition  for  22  men  for 
this  ship.  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  it,  as  1  am  very  much  in 
need  of  the  men  for  the  following  reasons: 

The  enemy  some  weeks  ago  fitted  out  two  launches  and  commenced 
cruising  in  the  [Mississippi]  Sound.  Ever  since  this  came  to  my 
knowledge  I  have  used  every  effort  to  capture  said  launches.  I  have 
sent  boat  expeditions,  I  have  disguised  a  schooner  [Emma]  loaded  with 
men  and  tried  to  decoy  the  enemy,  but  all  without  success.  I  have  a 
light-draft  schooner  which  I  keep  searching  for  the  rebel  vessels,  but 
with  my  very  short  crew  I  can  not  spare  enough  men  to  man  her  prop¬ 
erly.  I  do  not  ask  for  any  vessels,  but,  sir,  1  beg  you  to  give  me  the 
men.  I  will  find  vessels  and  arm  them,  and  will  then  be  able  to  keep 
the  shoal  waters  of  the  sound  as  much  under  my  control  as  I  have  the 
channel  now. 

I  have  news  that  the  enemy  have  burned  a  number  of  schooners  and 
small  vessels;  also,  that  they  are  fitting  out  a  schooner  for  the  purpose 
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of  capturing  my  small  cruiser.  1  hope  they  will  try  it,  and  give  my 
men  a  chance,  for  as  yet  we  have  only  been  able  to  see  them  when 
lying  in  rivers  out  of  reach  of  guns. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 
Lieutenant-  Commander ,  U  S.  Navy , 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Adams ,  U  S.  Navy,  requesting  to  be 
notified  of  the  granting  of  passes  to  trading  vessels. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Ship  Lsland,  July  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  schooners  Aledora  and 
Union  have  passed  here,  bound  into  Pascagoula  for  cotton  or  produce. 
Both  vessels  had  passes  signed  by  the  military  authorities  and  your¬ 
self.  Though  I  had  no  intimation  of  any  such  vessels  having  a  per¬ 
mit  to  come  into  the  sound,  I  allowed  them  to  pass  for  the  reason  that 
I  recognized  your  signature.  May  I  ask  you  to  give  me  notice  when 
you  grant  any  such  passes.  I  ask  because  I  think  such  a  pass  might 
be  forged  without  difficulty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  S. 

Naval  Forces ,  Ship  Lsland  and  Mississippi  Sound. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  . 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Watson, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  report  for  duty  as  flag -lieutenant. 


Flag- Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans,  July  22,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  duty  on  board  the  U.  S.  steam 
sloop  Hartford,  and  you  will  report  to  me  for  duty  on  my  staff  as 
flag- lieutenant. 

V ery  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral . 


Lieutenant  John  C.  Watson, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  LLartford. 


Report  of  Lieutenan  t-  Commander  Madigan ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
capture  and  destruction  of  the  schooner  Revenge ,  of  New  Orleans. 

U.  S.  Steam  Gunboat  Owasco, 

Sabine  Rass,  July  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  I  sent  in  to  Calca¬ 
sieu  two  boats  from  this  vessel  and  two  from  the  Cayuga  to  recon- 
noiter  in  regard  to  what  appears  to  be  small  vessels  at  anchor  up  near 
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the  lake;  the  result  was  the  capture  of  a  schooner  of  about  20  tons 
(the  Revenge ,  of  New  Orleans).  She  being  several  miles  from  the  bar, 
and  aground,  it  was  determined  to  destoy  her  by  scuttling.  Her  cargo 
consisted  of  18  hogsheads  of  sugar,  200  hides,  and  a  small  quantity  of 
mineral  salt.  The  boats,  having  destroyed  the  schooner  and  cargo, 
returned  without  accident  or  resistance,  leaving  the  inhabitants  of  that 
vicinity  undisturbed. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Madigan,  Jr., 

Liexttenant-  Commander ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Owasco ,  Sabine  Pass. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Division  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  the  location  of  vessels 

on  the  Texas  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn,  * 

Off  Galveston ,  July  23,  1863. 

Sir:  The  screw  Antona ,  commanded  by  Acting  Master  C.  T.  Chase, 
reported  on  the  18th  instant  for  blockade  service  on  the  coast  of  Texas, 
and  on  the  20th  she  left  here  in  compliance  with  your  orders  of  the 
13th  instant. 

The  Brooklyn,  Bienville ,  and  Katahdin  are  off  this  port,  the  Owasco 
and  Cayuga  off  Sabine,  and  bark  W.  G.  Anderson  off  Aransas  and 
Lavaca. 

The  New  London ,  Itasca ,  and  Sciota,  have  been  sent  to  New  Orleans 
for  repairs,  as  reported. 

The  terms  of  service  of  20  men  of  the  Brooklyn  have  expired  this 
month,  and  1  shall  send  them  north  by  the  first  opportunity  to  be 
discharged. 

The  service  of  29  more  will  expire  in  the  course  of  August. 

I  regret  to  observe  that  there  are  several  cases  of  scurvy  occurring 
on  board  the  Brooklyn  and  other  vessels  of  this  blockade.  Supplies  of 
fresh  provisions  and  vegetables  are  much  wanted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  appearance  of 
the  Confederate  ram  Diana  off  Pelican  Spit. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  July  '23,  1863. 

Admiral:  About  5: 30  a.  m.  of  the  20th  the  rebel  ram  Diana  stood 
out  from  Pelican  Spit,  a  short  distance  toward  the  light-house,  fired  a 
gun,  and  sent  off  a  boat  which  was  reported  flying  a  white  flag,  and 
three  or  four  shots  were  fired,  at  long  range  from  Fort  Point.  The 
white  flag  proved  to  be  a  man  dressed  in  white  standing  in  the  stern 
sheets.  The  Bienville  being  the  nearest  vessel,  got  underway  and 
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stood  into  16  feet  water  and  tired  four  shots  at  the  ram,  all  of  them 
falling  shoj’t.  It  turned  out  that  they  were  in  pursuit  of  a  boat  with 
five  men  who  were  trying  to  escape,  and  whom  they  recaptured  before 
we  could  assist  them. 

At  noon  the  same  day  they  sent  out  a  boat  with  Major  W atkins, 
under  flag  of  truce,  which  was  met  at  the  beacon  by  Lieutenant  A.  N. 
Mitchell,  who  received  from  Major  Watkins  one  letter*  (copy  marked 
No.  1),  addressed  to  myself,  which  I  have  not  answered,  and  also  one 
open  letter  for  A.  Piaget,  consul  of  Switzerland  at  New  Orleans,  here¬ 
with  enclosed.  Major  Watkins  offered  a  package  of  letters  which  he 
said  were  mostly  from  United  States  prisoners,  some  of  them  being 
from  citizens  of  Texas.  But  Lieutenant  Mitchell  declined,  under  ni}^ 
instructions,  to  receive  any  other  than  official  letters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blkdj.  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Order  of  Captain  Emmons ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Townsend , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  former  from  Donaldson- 
ville. 


IT.  S.  S.  Monongahela, 

Donaldsonville ,  July  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  ordered  to  relieve  the  Richmond ,  Captain  Jenkins,  at 
Port  Hudson,  and  for  the  present  look  to  you  for  the  protection  of 
this  place  and  points  on  the  river  below. 

I  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  whenever  there  is  anything  of  inter¬ 
est  to  communicate. 


I  have  filled  up  your  requisitions  for  provisions  for  three  weeks, 
and  before  the  expiration  of  this  time  expect  to  receive  further  orders 
in  regard  to  the  Essex. 

Until  you  receive  more  coal,  or  there  is  a  necessity,  I  would  advise 
you  to  be  sparing  as  possible  of  the  little  left. 

I  shall  order  the  Princess  Royal  up  the  river. 

I  learn  that  the  gunboats  have  again  captured  Brashear,  and  I  hope 
our  army  will  now  be  able  to  hold  on  to  it. 

Truly  and  respectfully, 


Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Division  in  Mississippi  River. 


Commander  Robert  Townsend, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ironclad  Essex,  Donaldsonville. 


Report  of  Captain  Emmons ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
,  Monongahela,  regarding  the  need  of  coal,  and  referring  to  the  open- 
ing  of  communication  with  Berwick. 


U.  S.  S.  Monongahela, 

Mississippi  River,  July  23,  1863. 

Admiral.  I  received  your  order  by  the  Winona.  1  am  on  my  wav 
up  to  relieve  the  Richmond. 


*  Not  found. 
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1  leave  Essex  with  bat  little  coal,  having  supplied  her  with  what  she 
was  short  of,  three  weeks’  provisions. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  final  disposition  to  make  of  her,  should 
this  period  expire  before  being  relieved  from  above. 

The  Princess  Royal  is  also  short  of  coal  (25  tons  on  board),  and  1 
will  take  her  up  with  me,  in  hopes  of  getting  some  from  the  Rich¬ 
mond.  I  know  of  no  other  opportunity  unless  it  is  sent  from  above 
Port  Hudson  or  from  below. 

I  have  Commander  Read’s  effects  all  boxed  up,  and  as  it  was  his 
dying  request  that  his  steward  (who  came  out  with  him  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  in  1861)  should  accompany  them  home  to  his  wife,  1  will,  with 
your  permission,  discharge  and  send  him  down  to  New  Orleans  by  the 
first  favorable  opportunity  for  a  passage  to  the  United  States. 

The  enclosed  communication  was  sent  off  to  me  last  night  by  Gen¬ 
eral  Weitzel,  with  a  message  that  Berwick  was  again  in  our  possession, 
and  communication  open  between  here  and  there.  I  hope  the  army 
will  hold  on  to  it  this  time. 

1  am,  etc., 


Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Captain. 


Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier-  General  Stone, 

U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  discourtesy  shown  by  an  officer  of  the  quarter¬ 
master’s  department. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Port  Hudson ,  July  83,  1863. 

Sir:  I  received  information  several  days  since  from  Admiral  Farra¬ 
gut,  at  New  Orleans,  that  our  stock  of  bituminous  coal,  such  as  is  used 
by  the  ironclad  Essex  and  tug  Ida ,  was  entirely  exhausted.  I  was 
instructed  to  endeavor  to  procure  a  supply  from  the  mouth  of  Red 
River  or  higher  up  the  Mississippi. 

I  have  to-dav  received  a  communication  from  the  senior  officer  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Red  River,  informing  me  that  he  can  not  supply  our 
wants. 

Hearing  yesterday  that  one  of  the  coal  barges  sent  down  from  V  icks- 
burg  by  Admiral  Porter  was  aground  in  the  bend  of  the  river  opposite 
Port  Hudson,  I  sent  the  tug  Ida  immediately  (with  an  officer  of  the 
Army  who  had  asked  for  a  passage  from  Baton  Rouge)  to  ask  the 
quartermaster  (supposing  the  coal  under  his  charge)  to  allow  the  tug 
to  fill  her  bunkers.  The  person  in  charge  of  the  tug  returned  and 
informed  me  that  he  could  not  go  alongside  of  the  barge  and  could  not 
obtain  any  facilities  for  coaling  his  vessel. 

I,  this  morning,  sent  the  tug  with  a  polite  request  (in  writing)  to  the 
chief  quartermaster  of  the  port,  that  he  would  allow  one  of  the  light- 
draft  steamers  under  his  charge  to  transport  the  coal  from  the  barge 
to  the  tug,  that  appearing  to  be  the  only  means  by  which  it  could  he 
done.  I  sent  a  sufficient  number  of  men  from  this  ship  to  insure  the 
work  being  speedily  done,  which  could,  at  most,  require  an  hour  or 
two. 

The  tug  has  returned  with  a  verbal  answer  from,  a,s  I  am  informed, 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  quartermaster’s  duties  at  Port  Hudson, 
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that  “the  coal  was  there  and  that  he  might  get  it  the  best  way  he 
could,”  and  positively  refusing  him  any  assistance.  I  take  leave  to 
say  that  neither  General  Banks  nor  any  other  general  officer  in  this 
military  department  would,  in  my  opinion,  approve  of  any  such  con¬ 
duct  under  existing  circumstances  of  any  subordinate,  and  I  regret 
that  1  can  not  say  so  much  of  some  of  the  subordinates,  with  whom 
we,  of  the  Navy,  are  frequently  compelled  to  come  in  official  contact. 

1  may  add  that  if  the  tug  had  been  kept  as  the  tender  to  the  navy 
vessels  here  exclusively,  1  should  have  had  no  occasion  to  seek  coal 
from  any  quarter.  Her  coal  has  been  mainly  consumed  in  transport¬ 
ing  army  sick  and  wounded  (officers  and  men)  from  this  vicinity  and 
Springfield,  [La.],  to  Baton  Rouge,  and  in  carrying  dispatches  for 
General  Banks.  I  claim  no  credit  for  having  employed  the  vessel  in 
this  way  (even  at  great  inconvenience  to  ourselves),  for  it  was  not  only 
a  duty  but  a  pleasing  one. 

I  regret  to  feel  constrained  to  make  this  complaint. 

T  am,  very  respectfully, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

General  C.  P.  Stone,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  at  Port  Hudson. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Stone,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Jenkins, 

U.  S.  Navy,  expressing  regret  at  the  discourtesy  shown  the  latter  in 

response  to  his  reguest  for  coal. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Port  Hudson,  July  °33,  1863. 

Captain:  1  am  this  moment  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
this  date,  and  hasten  to  express  to  you  my  regret  that  you  should  have 
experienced  anything  but  courtesy  and  prompt  aid  from  any  officer  of 
this  command. 

The  officer  who  so  forgot  his  position  and  the  respect  due  to  your 
request  has  been  immediately  replaced  bv  one  who  will,  I  trust,  better 
appreciate  his  duties. 

The  coal  barge  referred  to  is  one  sent  down  from  Vicksburg  by 
General  Grant  with  supplies  for  the  army  transports  here,  but  what¬ 
ever  coals  may  be  desired  by  you  for  the  naval  service  are  perfectly 
at  your  disposal,  and  all  possible  assistance  will  be  furnished  your 
officers  in  procuring  and  placing  them  on  board  such  vessels  as  may  be 
convenient  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  captain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  P.  Stone, 

Brigadier-  General,  in  Temporary  Command. 

Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Richmond ,  etc. 


Letter  from  Captain  Emmons ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier-  General  Stone, 
IT.  S.  Army,  reguesting  a  supply  of  coal  for  the  U.  S.  S.  Princess 
Royal. 

U.  S.  S.  Monongahela, 

Below  Port  Hudson ,  July  1863. 
General:  Permit  me  to  introduce  to  you  Commander  Woolsey,  of 
the  IJ.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal,  who  has  just  arrived  here  from  Donald- 
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sonville  short  of  coal,  and  whose  detention  and  duties  there  have  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  getting  it  below,  where  1  believe  our  supplies  of  soft 
coal  have  been  nearly  exhausted  by  the  army. 

This  is  the  case  contemplated  in  the  note  of  Captain  Jenkins  to  you, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  can  furnish  him  a  supply  without  inconven¬ 
ience  to  yourself. 

I  have  just  relieved  Captain  Jenkins  on  the  blockade  or  police  of 
the  Lower  Mississippi,  and  my  headquarters  for  the  present  will  be 
near  you. 

1  am  expecting  coal  from  above,  and  shall  be  pleased  to  reciprocate 
whenever  it  is  in  my  power. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Captain ,  Comdg.  Naval  Division  in  Lower  Mississippi  River. 

Brigadier-General  Chas.  P.  Stone, 

Commanding  U  S.  Forces ,  Port  Hudson. 


Order  o  f  Captain  Emmons ,  II.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  8. 

Na  vy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Genesee ,  to  proceed  to  anchor  off  Baton 

Rouge  in  readiness  for  cooperation  with  the  army. 

U.  S.  S.  Monongahela, 

Port  Hudson ,  July  1863. 

Sir:  The  naval  division  placed  under  my  command,  of  which  your 
vessel  is  one,  has  been  ordered  to  keep  the  Mississippi  River  open 
between  here  and  New  Orleans. 

Until  further  orders  you  will  anchor  opposite  to  Baton  Rouge  and 
be  prepared  to  render  any  assistance  to  vessels  in  distress,  or  to  coop¬ 
erate  with  the  army  in  suppressing  any  hostile  demonstrations  there, 
or  along  the  adjacent  banks  of  the  river,  economizing  your  coal  as  much 
as  possible,  and  keeping  me  informed  of  your  doings. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Named  Division ,  Lower  Mississippi. 

Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb, 

U.  8.  8.  Genesee,  Mississippi  River. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Adams,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Pennington,  U.  8.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Ship  Lsland,  Miss.,  July  itf  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  relieve  Acting  Master  N.  D'Oyley  in  the  command  of 
the  IT.  S.  S.  J.  P.  Jackson,  by  order  of  Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 

Lieutenant-  Commander,  Comdg.  Naval  Forces  off  Ship  Island. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Lewis  W.  Pennington, 

Ship  Island,  Miss. 
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Report  of  lieutenant-  Commander  Jouett ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler ,  regarding  the  chase  of  the  steamer  Alabama 
and  capture  of  steamer  Kate  Dale. 


U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler, 
Philadelphia  Navy  Yard ,  July  1863. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  enclosed  order  from  Admiral  Farragut  of 
date  June  25, 1863,  handed  me  by  Captain  J.  P.  Gillis,  senior  officer  off 
Mobile,  on  the  9th  July,  1  proceeded  the  next  morning  by  daylight  to 
Pensacola  navy  }7ard,  coaled,  repaired  engine  and  boilers,  and  on  the 
evening  of  the  11th  instant  sailed,  feeling  certain  that  vessels  ran  the 
blockade  of  Mobile.  The  night  of  the  11th  instant  I  determined  to  be 
75  or  80  miles  southeast  of  Mobile  by  daylight.  On  the  12th,  as  I  had 
anticipated,  at  5  a.  m.  I  discovered  black  smoke,  and  gave  chase.  I 
soon  made  her  to  be  a  large,  white  side-wheel  steamer;  she  stood  back 
to  Mobile;  thence  gradually  hauled  to  the  northward  and  eastward, 
and  finally  east  by  south.  At  9  a.  m.  made  black  smoke  going  south¬ 
east.  Everything  was  done  to  accomplish  her  capture.  At  1  p.  m.  I 
was  in  32-pound  Parrott  rifle-shot  distance,  and  threw  in  all  54  shot 
at  her,  two  taking  effect.  At  2  p.  m.  she  threw  overboard  75  bales  of 
cotton,  at  3  p.  m.  90  bales  more,  and  about  4  p.  m.  150  bales  more,  mak¬ 
ing  315  in  all.  I  saw  that  he  was  making  for  the  shoals  and  reefs  off 
Cape  San  Bias.  At  7:30  p.  m.  he  reached  them.  Being  of  light  draft 
and  night  coming  on,  1  could  not  follow  him.  I  blockaded  him  under 
the  reef  until  all  traces  were  lost.  At  midnight  I  started  for  the 
Tortugas,  feeling  I  could,  in  a  rough  sea,  outrun  them,  and  would  meet 
them  off  that  place.  I  sighted  the  Tortugas  light  at  4  p.  m.,  and  at  5 
made  two  black  smokes.  I  gave  chase  to  one,  and  after  seven  hours’ 
night  chase  1  overhauled  and  captured  the  rebel  steamer  Kate  Dale , 
with  800  bales  of  cotton;  threw  a  prize  crew  on  board,  engineers,  etc., 
and  at  this  juncture,  1  am  sorry  to  state,  the  breaking  down  of  the 
Cuyler.  1  made  the  prize  take  hawsers  and  tow  the  Cuyler  to  Key 
West  for  repairs,  provisions,  oil,  tallow,  etc.;  also  coal  for  the  Kate 
Dale.  1  learned  the  steamer  we  chased  was  the  Alabama ,  rebel  Gov¬ 
ernment  vessel  (an  iron  vessel);  she  passed  over  the  Tortugas  bank  as 
I  chased  the  Kate  Dale.  1  regret  the  disabled  condition  of  the  Cuyler 
prevented  my  capturing  her.  On  the  18th,  after  coaling,  repairing, 
etc.,  1  started  north  with  the  prize  Kate  Dale  in  company.  On  the 
24th  I  arrived  and  reported,  agreeably  to  my  orders,  to  Commodore 
Stribling,  commandant  of  the  Philadelphia  naval  station.  1  herewith 
enclose  a  list  of  officers  and  crew:  also  one  of  the  passengers  coniine- 
north. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  E.  Jouett, 

Lieutenant- Commander. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Sei  zure  by  Confederates ,  from  a  Mexican  vessel ,  of  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Antona ,  July  1863. 

Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  Mew  Orleans ,  August  6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  to  inform  you  that  Acting  Master  Charles  T.  Chase, 
commanding’  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Antona ,  was  captured  by  the  Texans 
in  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  24th  July  last,  under  the  following’  circum¬ 
stances: 

The  Antona  was  sent  to  cruise  on  the  coast  of  Texas,  as  far  as  the 
Rio  Grande.  She  arrived  off  that  river  on  the  24th  July  and  Acting- 
Master  Chase  immediately  went  on  shore,  dressed  in  citizen’s  clothes, 
ostensibly  to  forward  a  letter  to  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras.  Late 
in  the  afternoon  he  took  a  Mexican  boat  called  the  Margarita  to  return 
to  the  Antona.  The  boat,  in  beating  out  of  the  river,  was  hailed  by  a 
party  of  men  on  the  Texan  shore  to  go  to  them  or  they  would  tire 
into  her.  They  then  took  Acting  Master  Charles  T.  Chase  out  of  her 
and  sent  him  to  Brownsville.  Acting  Master  S.  V.  Bennis,  the  next 
in  command,  then  cruised  about  there  until  the  next  day  and,  after 
satisfying  himself  of  the  truth  of  the  report,  proceeded  to  Galveston 
bar  to  make  known  the  circumstances.  His  report  (marked  No.  1)  is 
herewith  enclosed. 

As  the  vessel  from  which  Acting  Master  Chase  was  taken  was  Mex¬ 
ican,  and  believing  the  boat  was  in  Mexican  waters  when  she  was 
forced  to  go  to  the  Texan  bank,  and  also  calling  to  mind  that  armed 
Texans  crossed  the  river  from  the  same  point  in  March  last  and  carried 
off  two  United  States  army  officers,  one  of  whom  they  hanged,  I 
addressed  a  letter  (cop^y  No.  2)  to  the  governor  of  Matamoras,  remind¬ 
ing  him  of  the  obligations  of  Mexico  to  protect  United  States  officers 
landing  under  Mexican  jurisdiction. 

Before  the  Antona  went  down  the  coast  1  warned  Acting  Master 
Chase  to  send  an  officer  dressed  in  uniform  to  the  commandant  of 
Bagdad  to  have  his  dispatches  carried  to  the  consul  at  Matamoras. 

Acting  Master  Bennis  states  that  he  left  five  British  contraband 
traders,  named  by  United  States  consuls,  lying  in  Mexican  waters  off 
the  Rio  Grande,  viz,  the  Sir  William  Peel ,  Edward  Hawkins ,  Gladi¬ 
ator,  Sea  Queen ,  and  Celt,  and  about  twenty  sailing  vessels;  also,  that 
“it  is  the  general  impression  that  the  Sir  William  Peel  is  to  be  used 
as  a  man-of-war.” 

When  the  Antona  returned  to  Galveston  bar  she  required  some 
repairs  on  her  machinery,  and  the  rudder  stock  of  the  Bienville  being 
so  badly  sprung  and  rotten  she  would  hardly  steer,  1  had  no  vessel  to 
send  to  look  after  the  Sir  William  Peel;  but  the  New  London  and 
Cayuga  shortly  arriving  there,  I  directed  the  Cayuga  to  take  in  her 
coal  and  to  be  sent  to  the  Rio  Grande  to  watch  the  vessels  named. 

I  placed  Acting  Master  Lyman  Wells,  of  the  Brooklyn,  in  command 
of  the  Antona,  and  on  the  31st  July  1  left  Commander  J.  R.  M. 
Mullany  in  the  Bienville  in  charge  of  the  blockade  off  Galveston,  with 
direction  to  send  the  Antona  and  Cayuga,  Lieutenant-Commander 
Dana,  to  the  llio  Grande  as  soon  as  they  were  coaled;  and  after  my 
arrival  here  1  dispatched  the  Princess  Royal,  Commander  Woolsey, 
on  the  4th  instant,  on  the  same  service,  with  instructions  that  in  case 
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he  found  a  vessel  lying-  in  Mexican  waters,  fitting  for  privateering,  to 
call  on  the  Mexican  authorities  to  expel  her  or  stop  her  equipment, 
but  that  he  was  in  no  event  to  allow  her  to  escape. 

Every  vessel  lying  here  is  undergoing  expensive  repairs  and  there 
is  not  another  at  my  disposal  for  sending  to  the  Mexican  coast.  One 
shall  be  dispatched  there  as  soon  as  a  suitable  one  can  be  made  ready. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tem. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Antona, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  July  27,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  24th  instant,  at  10 
a.  m.,  we  arrived  with  this  vessel  and  anchored  off  the  mouth  of  Rio 
Grande  River.  At  thirty-five  minutes  past  meridian  Acting  Master 
C.  T.  Chase,  commanding,  went  on  the  Mexican  shore  with  dispatches  for 
the  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras,  leaving  instructions  with  me  what  to 
do  during  his  absence.  At  6  p.  m.  1  left  the  ship  and  was  going 
amongst  the  shipping  with  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  names  of  the 
steamers  lying  there  and  to  get  some  information  so  as  to  be  on  the 
alert  for  them  if  they  should  undertake  to  leave  during  the  night. 
While  a  little  distance  from  the  steamer  Sir  William  Peel  a  boat  was 
pulling  toward  me,  and  when  near  1  was  hailed  and  informed  by  the 
captain  of  the  English  schooner  Sybil  that  Acting  Master  Chase,  com¬ 
manding,  was  returning  to  this  ship  in  a  Mexican  vessel  called  the 
Margarita,  and  while  beating  out  of  the  river  was  ordered  by  a  party 
of  so-called  Confederate  States  Army  to  land,  if  not  that  they  would 
fire  at  them;  so  they  were  obliged  to  land,  and  Acting  Master  Chase 
was  taken  prisoner.  I  then  returned  to  the  ship,  got  underway,  and 
cruised  just  outside  of  the  roads  during  the  night.  On  the  morning  of 
the  25th  I  boarded  schooner  Mary  P.  Burton,  loaded  with  cotton  and 
bound  for  Havana.  Papers  proved  to  be  all  right,  and  in  the  mean¬ 
time  was  informed  by  Captain  Lovejoy  that  he  witnessed  Captain 
Chase’s  arrest.  I  then  went  and  anchored  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  and,  being  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  reports,  I  communi¬ 
cated  with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  the  enemy  acknowledged  that  he  was 
taken  prisoner  out  of  a  Mexican  vessel  and  sent  to  Brownsville,  on  Rio 
Grande  River.  I  then,  agreeable  to  Captain  Chase’s  orders,  got  under¬ 
way  at  7:30  p.  m.  and  proceeded  to  this  place  with  all  possible  dispatch 
to  report  to  you. 

I  have  further  to  report  that  there  are  five  English  steamers  lying 
off  the  Rio  Grande  River  in  Mexican  waters,  named  as  follows:  Sir 
William  Peel,  Edward  Hawkins,  Gladiator,  Sea  Queen,  and  Celt;  also 
about  twenty  sailing  vessels  of  different  classes — Spanish,  English,  and 
American — loading  with  cotton.  One  of  the  steamers,  the  Celt,  is 
discharging  large  bales  and  cases  into  a  steam  lighter.  Tne  other 
steamers,  with  the  exception  of  the  Sir  William  Peel ,  are  taking  in 
cotton  and  will  soon  be  ready  for  sea.  The  Sir  William  Peel  is  a 
large  vessel,  man-of-war  built,  and  the  general  impression  is  that  she 
is  to  be  used  as  a  man-of-war  by  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 
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The  officer  conducting  the  flag  of  truce  reports  to  me  that  there  are 
on  the  Texan  shore  some  200  or  300  bales  of  cotton.  The  force  on  the 
Texan  shore  consists  of  about  20  to  30  militia,  under  the  command  of 
a  captain. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Spiro  Y.  Bennis, 

Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer  TJ.  S.  S.  Antona. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Senior  Officer/',  Comdg.  Naval  Forces  off  Coast  of  Texas. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston ,  July  88,  1863. 

Sir:  It  becomes  my  duty  to  request  your  prompt  attention  to  a 
recent  act  of  violation  of  Mexican  sovereignty,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
United  States,  at  5  p.  m.,  on  the  24th  of  the  present  month,  by 
armed  parties  on  the  Texan  shore,  opposite  the  Mexican  village  of 
Bagdad,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Bio  Grande,  who,  with  threats  of  firing 
into  a  Mexican  vessel,  believed  to  be  the  Margarita ,  which  had  just 
then  parted  from  the  Mexican  shore  and  was  proceeding  out  of  the 
river  through  the  main  channel,  compelled  her  to  go  to  the  Texan 
bank  of  said  river.  They  then  seized  and  took  out  of  her  Charles  T. 
Chase,  acting  master,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  commanding  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Antona,  at  that  time  lying  to  at  anchor  off  the  Bio  Grande. 

The  said  Mexican  vessel  Margarita  was,  at  the  time  of  the  outrage, 
it  is  believed,  in  neutral  waters,  conveying  Acting  Master  Chase  from 
the  Mexican  shore  to  the  gunboat  Antona,  lying  outside  of  the  river. 

The  United  States  have  scrupulously  respected  the  neuti’ality  of 
Mexico,  both  by  land  and  sea,  and  have  a  just  right  to  expect  her  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  kidknaping  of  their  officers  from  Mexican  soil,  from 
Mexican  waters,  and  from  Mexican  vessels,  by  her  efficacious  demand 
for  the  immediate  release  and  restoration  of  Acting  Master  Charles  T. 
Chase,  of  the  LT.  S.  Navy,  to  Mexican  authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  U.S.  Navy,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Coast  of  Texas. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Matamoras  [TamaulipasJ. 


Report  of  Acting-  Master  Chase,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Antona. 

U.  S.  S.  Antona, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex. ,  August  13,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  20th  of  July,  in  compli¬ 
ance  with  my  instructions  from  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  I  sailed  from 
this  place  in  the  Antona  for  a  cruise.  On  the  24th  arrived  off  the 
mouth  of  the  Bio  Grande. 

Having  communications  for  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras,  I  went 
with  my  boat  nearly  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  when,  finding  the  bar 
rough,  and  wishing  to  avoid  all  risk,  I  hired  an  English  vessel  to  take 
me  in  to  Bagdad.  After  concluding  my  business,  I  agreed  with  a  Mexi¬ 
can  lighter  to  take  me  out.  In  passing  a  point  of  land  where  the  chan¬ 
nel  is  close  to  the  Texas  shore,  an  officer  with  seven  or  eight  armed 
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men  sprang  out  from  behind  a  low  sand  hill,  and  leveling  their  mus¬ 
kets  ordered  the  boatmen  to  land.  I  remonstrated  with  the  officer, 
but  he  was  a  Mexican  by  birth  and  did  not  understand  but  very  little 
English,  and  sent  me  to  Brownsville  the  same  night.  Upon  being 
presented  to  General  Bee  the  next  morning,  and  he  hearing  my  state¬ 
ment  of  the  case,  said  he  was  willing  to  parole  me,  but  after  further 
discussion,  and  seeing  I  did  not  feel  disposed  to  accept  a  parole, 
released  me  unconditionally  and  offered  to  return  me  to  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  but  as  1  was  near  Matamoras,  and  desirous  of  seeing  the 
consul,  he  passed  me  across  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  T.  Chase, 

Late  Acting  Master ,  Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Antona. 

,1.  K.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  off  Galveston. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State  submitting  the  case. 


Navy  Department,  August  19 ,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  perusal,  dis¬ 
patch  No.  2,  dated  the  6th  instant,  received  from  Commodore  II.  H. 
Bell,  commanding,  pro  tempore,  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squad¬ 
ron,  and  to  invite  your  attention  to  that  portion  of  it  and  its  enclos¬ 
ures  in  reference  to  the  case  of  Acting  Master  Charles  T.  Chase, 
commanding  U.  S.  gunboat  Antona,  who,  it  appears,  was  taken  out  of  a 
Mexican  vessel,  in  Mexican  waters,  by  a  party  from  the  Texan  shore, 
while  proceeding  down  the  Bio  Grande  from  Matamoras  on  his  return 
from  that  place  to  his  vessel. 

The  Department  submits  to  your  judgment  whether  the  case  is  one 
that  requires  further  representation  and  notice  than  has  been  taken  of 
it  hy  Commodore  Bell. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Chase,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed 

North. 

TJ.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  19,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  the  North  in  the  Bermuda ,  and  upon  your 
arrival  there  report  by  letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Acting  Master  Charles  T.  Chase,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  making  enquiry 

regarding  Acting  Master  Chase. 

Navy  Department,  September  16,  1863. 

Sir:  It  does  not  appear  in  any  reports  as  yet  received  from  you  at 
this  Department,  whether  Acting1  Master  Charles  T.  Chase,  who  has 
returned  to  the  North  in  obedience  to  orders,  was  paroled  or  escaped 
from  the  party  who  captured  him  on  the  Rio  Grande,  on  the  24th 
July,  when  returning  to  his  vessel. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  {ad  interim )  Western  Gulf 

Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  release  of  Acting  Master  Chase  by 

his  captors. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans. ,  September  39,  1863. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  inform  the  Department,  in  reply  to  its 
letter  of  the  16th  September  in  relation  to  Acting  Master  Charles  T. 
Chase,  that  he  reported  himself  as  having  been  discharged  b3Giis  rebel 
captors  on  the  Rio  Grande,  he  having  declined  a  parole.  I  have  no 
information  about  his  release  except  this  derived  from  himself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Second  report  of  Acting  Master  Chase,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Waterville,  Me.,  September  31,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  16th  instant  is  received,  directing 
me  to  furnish  the  Department  a  report  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  1  was  ordered  North. 

I  can  only  reply  by  making  a  report  as  near  as  I  can  from  memory 
of  the  one  I  made  to  Commodore  Bell. 

In  the  month  of  July  last,  being  in  command  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Antona ,  I  received  orders  from  Admiral  Farragut  to  proceed  to  Gal¬ 
veston  and  report  to  Commodore  Bell  for  blockading  duty  and  cruis¬ 
ing  from  the  Rio  Grande  to  Corpus  Christi. 

After  having  reported,  I  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
at  which  place  I  arrived  on  the  24th  of  July.  Having  a  communication 
from  the  State  Department  for  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras,  which 
1  was  directed  by  Commodore  Morris  to  deliver,  and  as  there  were  two 
English  steamers  (the  Sir  William  Peel  and  Celt,  which  I  had  special 
orders  to  take  on  the  slightest  suspicion)  laying  at  anchor  discharging 
arms  and  ammunition,  as  I  was  informed,  near,  if  not  north,  of  an 

N  W  R — VOL  20 - 27 


418 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADKON. 


east  and  west  line  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  I  went  on  shore  myself 
so  that  I  could  ascertain  the  bounds  of  the  river,  which  could  not  be 
done  from  the  anchorage.  The  river  is  very  narrow.  There  being  a 
heavy  surf,  and  not  wishing  to  run  any  risk  with  my  own  boat,  I  hired 
a  Mexican  vessel  flying  the  Mexican  flag  to  take  me  in  and  out. 

After  sending  the  dispatch  to  the  consul  and  making  such  observa¬ 
tions  as  were  necessary,  I  started  in  the  boat  to  return  to  my  vessel, 
but,  in  nearing  the  northern  shore,  at  the  extreme  point  of  land,  an 
officer  and  10  rebel  soldiers  sprang  up  from  behind  a  small  sand  hill  and, 
leveling  their  rifles,  demanded  the  boatmen  to  land.  I  was  taken  from 
the  vessel  and  sent  up  to  Brownsville  and  placed  in  the  guardhouse. 
The  next  morning,  at  my  request,  they  took  me  to  General  Bee,  then 
commanding  the  rebel  forces  at  that  place.  He  told  me  that  he  should 
detain  me  as  a  prisoner,  but  would  parole  me.  I  said  to  him  that  I 
could  not  accept  a  parole  at  that  time,  as  1  expected  the  Mexican 
commandante  would  demand  my  release,  and  after  stating  to  him  the 
circumstances  under  which  1  was  taken  (from  a  Mexican  vessel),  he 
released  and  passed  me  across  the  river  to  Matamoras.  From  there  I 
went  to  Bagdad  (the  mouth  of  the  river)  and  learned  that  the  Antona, 
after  hearing  of  my  capture,  had  sailed  for  Galveston.  I  was  obliged 
to  remain  in  Bagdad  (there  being  no  means  of  transportation  or  com¬ 
munication  with  New  Orleans  or  any  of  the  fleet)  until  the  12th  of 
August,  when  the  gunboat  Cayuga ,  Lieutenant-Commander  Dana, 
arrived,  and  I  went  on  board;  shortly  after,  the  gunboat  Princess 
Royal,  Commander  Woolsey,  arrived,  and  upon  my  communicating 
with  him,  I  received  orders  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  off 
Galveston.  On  my  reporting  to  Commander  Mullany,  I  was  ordered 
to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  and  report  to  Commodore  Bell.  From 
him  I  received  the  order  1  forwarded  to  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully, 

Chas.  T.  Chase, 

Acting  Master ,  U.  A.  Wavy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Antona,  Acting  Master  Charles  T.  Chase,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding. 

July  2 If,  1863.—  Off  Galveston,  Tex.  At  12  :35  p.  m.  Captain  Chase 
left  the  ship  for  Matamoras  with  dispatches  for  the  consul,  Frank 
Gildert  in  company.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.  received  reports  of  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  Captain  Chase  by  the  enen^  while  coming  off  to  the  ship  on  a 
Mexican  vessel. 

,  July  25.  — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Started  engines.  At  5  made  the  land, 
from  4  to  8  a.  m.  boarded  the  schooner  Mary  P.  Burton,  flying  Eng¬ 
lish  colors,  from  Matamoras,  bound  to  Havana,  loaded  with  cotton; 
papers  all  correct.  Captain  Lovejoy  confirmed  the  report  of  Captain 
Chase’s  capture..  At  10  came  to  anchor  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Sent  a  flag  of  truce  on  shore.  At  3 
returned.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Sent  flag  of  truce  on  shore  with  clothes 
for  Captain  Chase.  From  6  to  8:  Boat  returned;  weighed  anchor  and 
stood  out  to  sea. 

July  2 1 .  At  5:30  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  near  the  Brooklyn;  reported 
to  Commodore  Bell. 
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Order  of  Comm  odore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Johnson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Katahdin ,  to  proceed 
as  the  bearer  of  letters  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Of  Galveston,  July  25,  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  in  the  Katahdin  to  the  South  West  Pass,  Mississippi 
River,  anchoring  outside,  and  dispatch  an  officer  to  Admiral  Farragut 
at  New  Orleans  with  the  letters  intrusted  to  you,  and,  having  received 
the  admiral's  instructions,  you  will  return  to  this  blockade  without 
delay. 

On  your  way  to  the  river  touch  off  Sabine  and  deliver  letters  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.  Madigan,  of  the  Owasco. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Lieutenant-Commander  P.  C.  Johnson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Katahdin,  off  Galveston ,  Tex. 


Report  of  Captain  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.~  S.  S.  Monon- 
gahela,  regarding  his  intended  departure  from  Port  Hudson  for 
New  Orleans. 

U.  S.  S.  Monongahela, 

Port  Hudson,  July  26,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  dispatching  the  Genesee, 
Commander  Macomb,  to  you,  that  you  may  know  that  1  have  just 
been  relieved  here  by  one  of  Admiral  Porter’s  vessels,  the  ironclad 
steamer  Neosho.  Commander  Febiger,  and  will  soon  be  in  New  Orleans. 
The  Neosho  was  accompanied  by  a  steamer  having  a  coal  barge  in  tow, 
from  which  I  shall  be  enabled  to  coal  the  Princess  Royal  and  Essex. 

The  former  I  will  bring  down  with  me  and  leave  the  latter  to  take 
iu  her  coal  at  Donaldsonville  and  await  further  orders;  and  1  hope 
to  be  in  time  to  save  you  any  trouble  in  sending  any  coal  up  the  river. 

I  presume  you  have  learned  through  army  sources  that  General  Lee 
finally  recrossed  the  Potomac  with  his  plunder;  that  General  Jo. 
Johnston  escaped  General  Sherman;  and  that  there  have  been  serious 
riots  in  New  York  and  Boston,  where  some  hundreds  of  “secesh  and 
copperheads”  are  reported  to  have  lost  the  “number  of  their  mess.” 

I  am,  very  respectful^,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Captain. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Captain  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Woolsey,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S’.  S’.  Princess  Royal,  to  proceed  to  New 
Orleans. 

U.  S.  S.  Monongahela, 

Off  Port  Hudson,  La.  ,  July  26,  1863. 
As  soon  as  you  have  taken  in  a  full  supply  of  coal  you  will  proceed  to 
New  Orleans  and  report  your  arrival  to  Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  or 
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the  senior  naval  officer  there,  the  river  being  now  in  charge  of  Acting 
Admiral  Porter’s  fleet. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  F.  Emmons, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Naval  Division  Lower  Mississippi. 

Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commanding  U  JS.  S.  Princess  Royal ,  Port  Hudson. 


Letter  from  Captain  Emmons ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  congratulating  him  on  the  complete  possession  o f 
the  Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Monongahela, 

Port  Hudson ,  July  26,  1863. 


Dear  Porter:  The  arrival  of  the  Neosho ,  Commander  Febiger, 
relieves  me  in  patrol  duty  on  the  Lower  Mississippi. 

I  congratulate  you  in  finally  having  undisturbed  possession  of  this 
great  highway;  and  from  late  indications  I  think  you  may  lay  safely 
with  very  low  banked  tires,  except  when  actively  operating  against  the 
enemy. 

Since  I  have  been  in  the  river  I  have  thought  it  important  to  have 
one  vessel  here,  one  at  Baton  Rouge,  and  one  at  Donaldsonville,  where 
a  division  of  the  army  is  stationed.  The  last  attacks  have  been  made 
by  guerrillas  from  the  banks  below  Donaldsonville,  at  points  called 
White  Hall  Mills,  College  Point,  and  Burnside’s  plantation. 

But  these  have  ceased  for  a  week,  and  the  rebels  are  becoming  less 
numerous. 

I  think  they  are  disgusted  with  the  news  from  above;  and  I  hope 
they7  will  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  punishment  they  are  bringing 
upon  themselves. 

Sorry  that  General  Lee  has  finally  escaped  with  his  plunder.  Jo. 
Johnston,  too,  I  hear,  has  eluded  General  Sherman. 

Very  truly,  yours, 


Geo.  i .  Emmons, 

Captain. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Fleet. 


If  Heap  is  with  you,  give  my  regards. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Alden ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
to  proceed  in  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond  to  Port  Royal , 

S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  July  27,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Cairo,  111.,  and 
there,  or  in  the  vicinity,  take  passage  to  New  Orleans,  where  you  will 
resume  command  of  the  IJ.  S.  steam  sloop  Richmond.  You  will  imme¬ 
diately  get  underway  in  that  steamer  and  proceed  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C., 
and  on  your  arrival  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren. 

If,  however,  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  has  any  expedition  on  hand 
requiring  for  its  success  a  vessel  of  the  Richmond's  battery,  this  order 
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to  proceed  to  Port  Royal  is  void  and  you  will  remain  in  the  West  Gulf 
Blockading'  Squadron.  At  Cairo,  Ill.,  communicate  with  Captain 
Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy,  who  has  been  directed  either  to  furnish  you 
with  transportation  or  put  you  in  the  way  of  getting  it. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  James  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  July  27,  1863. 

Captain  Alden  leaves  here  to-day  for  Cairo  with  important  dis¬ 
patches  for  Admiral  Farragut.  Upon  his  arrival  you  will  furnish 
him  with  transportation  to  New  Orleans  and  give  him  every  facility 
for  communicating  with  Admiral  Farragut  at  the  earliest  date. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Fleet  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy, 

,  Mississippi  Squadron ,  Cairo ,  III. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer/'  Lieutenant 

Hill ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  lark  William  G.  Anderson, 

to  continue  to  protect  the  Texas  coast  until  relieved. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  July  27 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  dispatch*  of  the  24th  instant,  by  Mr.  Tay¬ 
lor,  and  will  forward  your  report  of  deficiencies  of  crew  to  the  admiral 
by  the  first  opportunity  (within  the  course  of  a  week).  It  will  take 
some  time  for  a  vessel  to  come  down  to  relieve  you,  and  as  the  coast 
must  not  be  left  totally  unprotected,  you  will  detain  all  of  the  crew  now 
on  board  of  the  IF  G.  Anderson,  under  the  “  act  for  the  better  gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,”  approved  July  17,  1862, 
section  17,  until  your  vessel  shall  be  regularly  relieved,  i  hope  you 
will  look  sharp  for  the  Era  and  not  allow  the  Texan  game  of  bluff  to 
be  played  upon  you. 

I  regret  you  did  not  obtain  the  exchange  of  your  men,  who  are 
prisoners,  while  you  were  at  New  Orleans.  I  will,  however,  write  to 
the  admiral  about  them. 

There  is  but  little  doubt  that  General  Lee’s  entire  army  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  is  destroyed. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Hill, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Bark  Wm.  G.  Anderson,  off  Bass  Cavallo,  Texas. 


*Not,  found. 
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Order  of  Rear-  Admiral  Farragut ,  U  S.  Navy ,  to  Commodore  Palmer , 
£/.  *ST.  Nary,  in  view  of  the  intended  departure  of  the  former  for 
New  York. 

Flagship  Tennessee, 

Mobile  Blockade ,  July  27 ,  [7767] . 

You  will  prepare  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Hartford ,  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  for  sea  as  soon  as  possible.  When  ready  you  will  report  to  me, 
as  it  is  my  intention  to  hoist  my  flag’  on  board  that  ship  and  proceed 
to  New  York. 

Y ery  respectf  u  1 1  y , 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Rear- Ado)  iral. 

Commodore  .Tames  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Hartford. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Roath ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  IT.  S. 
brig  Bohio. 

Flagship  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  28,  (7767] . 

You  are  hereby  detached  from  duty  on  board  theU.  S.  S.  New  Lon¬ 
don,  and  you  will  report  yourself  without  delay  to  Commander  A. 
Gibson,  at  Pensacola,  Fla.,  for  command  of  the  U.  S.  brig  Bohio. 
Very  respectfully, 


[D.  G.  Farragut], 


Rear- A  dmiral. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  D.  Roath, 

U.  S.  S.  New  London. 


Order  of  Rear- Admired  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-  Com¬ 
mander  Hatfield,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Aroostook. 


Flagship  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans,  July  28,  [. 186 3\ 

You  are  hereby  detached  from  duty  on  board  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop 
Brooklyn,  and  you  will  report  yourself  to  Commodore  H.  W.  Morris 
for  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Aroostook. 

V ery  respectf u  11  y, 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander  Chester  Hatfield, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn. 


Instructions  from  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Gil- 
lis,  11.  S.  Navy,  upon  assuming  command  of  the  Texas  blockade. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans,  July  28,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  pioceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  to  Gal¬ 
veston  and  take  charge  of  the  blockade  of  the  coast  of  Texas.  If  Com- 
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modore  Bell  should  have  left  for  this  place  to  assume  the  temporary 
command  of  the  squadron,  he  will  have  left  a  list  of  the  vessels  and 
their  stations  and  duties  assigned  them  for  you  with  the  senior  officer. 
Your  blockade  will  extend  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  you  will  occasionally 
send  a  vessel  to  the  consul  at  Tampico.  You  will  direct  your  cruisers 
to  exercise  prudence  but  firmness  with  the  contrabandists* running  into 
or  pretending,  to  run  into  Matamoras,  while  they  are  really  running 
their  cargoes  into  Texas,  Brazos  Santiago,  etc. 

^  Jour  duties  will  be  chiefly  blockading,  as  there  is  nothing  inside  of 
Galveston  capable  of  contending  against  yuur  vessels  except  the  forts. 

The  changes  are  rendered  necessary  by  the  sickness  of  Commodore 
Morris,  who  goes  home,  as  well  as  myself,  and  leaves  Commodore  Bell 
in  temporary  command  of  the  squadron. 

V  e  ry  respectf  ully , 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Ad  m  iral. 


Captain  J.  P.  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Caveman  ding  Blockade  off  Mobile  Bay. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Bell, 
U.  S.  JVavy,  preparatory  to  the  departure  of  the  former  for  the 
North. 

Flagship  Tennessee, 

West  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  July  28,  1863. 
Dear  Commodore:  I  have  just  made  a  little  tour  to  Ship  Island  and 
Pensacola  to  look  after  affairs  at  those  places  and  to  visit  the  vessels 
off  Mobile,  etc.  I  inspected  the  Colorado,  Lackawanna,  and  Vincennes, 
etc.  Found  them  all  in  good  order,  but  Adams  has  the  Vincennes  in  a 
very  high  state  of  exercise  and  drill.  She  reflects  great  credit  on  him, 
but  he  has  not  had  so  much  to  do  as  the  blockading  vessels,  although 
he  looks  after  the  [Mississippi]  Sound  very  faithfully.  The  other 
vessels  are  in  fine  order  also.  On  my  return  to  Ship  Island  I  found 
the  Katahdin ,  with  your  dispatches.  I  gave  Johnson  permission  to  get 
some  stores  for  his  officers  and  vegetables  for  his  crew,  and  then  sent 
him  on  his  way. 

I  will  send  }mu  a  vessel  to  take  the  place  of  the  Bienville,  although 
I  do  not  suppose  you  are  in  any  apprehension  of  those  Texans  attack- 
ing  you  from  inside.  They  will  not  do  it.  I  hear  to-day  on  my 
arrival  that  my  two  gunboats  retook  Brashear  City  without  opposition 
and  the  Texans  are  getting  out  of  the  country  as  fast  as  possible.  We 
have  killed  many  of  them  and  taken  many  prisoners  since  they  fii’st 
came  into  this  country.  They  attacked  Helena  with  12,000  or  15,000 
and  were  repulsed  by  a  part  of  Grant’s  army  and  Porter’s  gunboats, 
and  they  attacked  about  the  same  time  Donaldsonville  with  about 
5,000,  and  we  had  2  gunboats  on  hand  and  about  280  men  in  the  fort, 
and  we  must  have  killed  about  500  of  them  and  captured  200  more,  and 
they  captured  900  at  Helena.  So  you  see  they  will  not  go  home  as 
strong  as  they  came  out;  and  when  the  day  arrives,  which  will  not 
probably  be  before  October  or  November,  I  think  we  will  walk  into 
Galveston.  I  hope  to  see  you  do  that  work,  as  you  have  had  the  watch¬ 
ing  there  so  long.  I  shall  now  go  home  to  see  the  Secretary  and 
Mrs.  F.  for  a  short  time.  If  1  had  any  place  to  take  Mrs.  F.  except 
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New  Orleans,  I  would  prefer  having  her  out  here,  and  not  going  home 
to  come  out  here  again.  I  would  like  to  finish  up  my  work  while  I 
am  here.  While  writing  the  above  1  arrived  here  and  find  Morris  very 
low;  expected  to  die;  he  must  go  home,  and  you  must  come  up  here 
as  soon  as  possible,  as  my  time  is  flying  and  the  Department  expects 
to  see  me  and  have  me  out  here  by  1st  of  October.  So.  come  up  at 
once.  Your  ship  must  go  home  to  be  repaired  for  the  winter’s  work. 
I  regret  all  this  if  it  disappoints  you  of  a  trip  home,  but  1  hope  }rou 
will  make  prize  money  enough  to  compensate. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Real'-  Admiral. 

Commodore  II.  H.  Bell. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U  S.  Navy ,  to  Commodore  Bell , 

(J.  >S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron  during 

the  absence  of  the  former. 

Flagship  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  29,  1863. 

Commodore:  Upon  my  arrival  here  from  a  trip  to  Pensacola  and 
Ship  Island  1  found  Commodore  Morris  very  ill,  and  the  prevailing 
opinion  among  the  surgeons  is  that  he  should  go  home  immediately, 
and  that  it  was  doubtful  if  his  life  could  be  preserved  even  by  that 
course.  This  compels  me  to  change  my  plans  and  call  on  you  to 
come  up  to  this  place  and  assume  the  command  of  the  West  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron  during  my  absence. 

You  will  therefore  proceed  to  New  Orleans  as  soon  as  possible,  as 
my  time  is  limited,  and  every  day  is  one  lost,  as  I  will  be  required  to 
be  back  again  by  a  given  time. 

You  will  take  command  of  the  Pensacola  as  your  flagship,  and  can 
use  the  Tennessee  or  any  other  of  the  squadron  for  running  around  if 
you  wish  to  go  outside.  You  can  come  up  in  the  Brooklyn  or  Bien¬ 
ville  as  soon  as  you  please.  Captain  Emmons  will  take  the  Brooklyn 
home  to  be  repaired  before  the  fall.  Captain  Jenkins  will  take  the 
Richmond  home  and  Commodore  Palmer  the  Hartford.  They  must 
all  be  repaired  before  they  can  stand  a  winter’s  cruise  outside. 

The  river  from  New  Orleans  up  has  been  turned  over  to  Acting 
Rear-Admiral  Porter,  and  we  have  plent}^  of  vessels  for  the  blockade. 
A  lot  of  vessels  will  be  left  you. 

I  regret  to  have  hurried  you  thus,  but  the  determined  opposition  of 
Commodore  Morris,  who  did  not  wish  to  give  up,  has  embarrassed 
me  for  the  last  month. 

I  shall  send  Captain  Gillis  down  to  take  your  place  on  the  coast  of 
Texas,  and  leave  Captain  Goldsborough  off  Mobile.  They  have  both 
done  their  duty  well  in  command  of  that  station.  You  will  find  your¬ 
self  much  embarrassed  for  want  of  officers  and  men,  but  1  will  do  my 
best  to  procure  them  on  my  arrival  North.  The  vessels  are  repairing 
as  fast  as  possible,  and  others  require  it  as  fast  as  these  go  out.  1 
shall  have  to  send  home  some  three  or  four  of  the  gunboats  also. 

I  will  leave  blank  rescripts  for  a  court-martial,  so  that  you  may  try 
anyone  you  think  necessary.  I  will  send  the  mortar  boats  to  Pensa¬ 
cola  for  repairs,  as  the  health  of  the  men  will  be  better  preserved 
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there.  I  am  having  machinery  sent  therefor  the  machine  shop.  Mr. 
Shock,  the  engineer  of  the  fleet,  has  it  in  charge,  as  well  as  the 
repairs  of  all  the  engines,  etc.,  of  the  vessels.  I  shall  leave  the  fleet 
paymaster  also  to  assist  you. 

I  regret  this  necessity  which  takes  you  out  of  your  ship,  etc.,  but  I 
hope  you  will  be  compensated  for  it  during  my  absence.  Keep  some 
of  the  fastest  vessels  on  the  blockade  30  or  40  miles  in  the  offing, 
and  you  will  catch  all  the  blockade  runners  and  break  up  the  Havana 
trade  completely. 

The  Monongahelci ,  Albatross ,  Lackawanna ,  Tennessee ,  and  some  of 
the  captured  vessels  are  very  fast,  and  captured  vessels  are  only  fit  for 
such  cruising. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Adams  commands  at  Ship  Island  with  ability, 
and  as  soon  as  the  little  boat  Commodore  is  finished  you  can  put  two 
or  three  boats  in  the  [Mississippi]  Sound  and  Lake  Pontchartrain  and 
break  up  the  smuggling  in  that  quarter.  Brashear  City  will  require 
two  boats;  there  are  four  there  now,  and  you  can  keep  one  or  two 
down  the  coast  of  Texas  and  Mexico  to  look  after  the  Confederates. 

The  English  prizes  I  would  recommend  for  the  purpose;  the  Antona , 
Arizona ,  and  Princess  Royal  when  they  can  be  spared.  I  would  let 
the  blockaders  keep  changing  the  vessels  so  as  to  give  the  men  a  run 
on  shore  to  prevent  scurvy  from  getting  among  the  crew. 

These  are  very  general  instructions,  but  of  course  they  are  only 
general,  and  in  confiding  this  charge  to  you  I  feel  that  it  will  be 
executed  with  as  much  fidelity  and  judgment  as  by  myself. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  time,  I  remain,  very  truly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Texas  Blockade. 

P.  S. — I  shall  sail  as  soon  as  I  can  make  my  arrangements  and  not 
wait  for  your  arrival,  believing  that  all  will  be  well  comprehended  by 
you  from  these  general  instructions. 

Respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  l /.  T>.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Hell , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  former  for  the  North. 

New  Orleans,  July  il 9 ,  1863 — 10  p.  m. 

Dear  Commodore:  I  am  so  anxious  to  get  off  that  1  send  the  Alba¬ 
tross  down  to  let  you  know  that  I  will  keep  Captain  Emmons  here  to 
sign  papers  and  keep  the  wheels  a  rolling  until  you  arrive.  There  are 
certain  duties  that  must  be  done  daily,  such  as  sign  requisitions  and 
papers.  When  your  ship  arrives  he  can  take  her  and  go  home,  and  you 
take  the  Pensacola.  The  Government  appears  to  have  sent  out  a 
machinist  to  work  at  her  engines  as  much  as  he  wishes.  I  have  taken 
no  notice  of  him,  but  shall  tell  the  Department  what  I  think  of  it. 

Poor  Morris;  how  sad  it  was  to  see  his  mind  so  fading;  the  only 
thing  he  dwelt  upon  was  how  he  would  arrange  it  with  you  when  he 
came  back.  1  told  him  that  was  very  easy ;  that  you  would  be  delighted 
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to  go  home  to  see  your  family  and  give  up  the  ship  and  squadron  to 
him.  That  appeared  to  satisfy  him.  Poor  fellow;  he  does  not  look 
as  if  he  could  get  home. 

Sarto ri  will  be  down  in  a  day  or  two,  and  you  will  find  plenty 
getting  ready  daily. 

There  are  three  of  the  gunboats  that  will  have  to  go  home,  Itasca , 
Winona ,  Kineo,  and  perhaps  the  Pocahontas.  Hurry  up. 

Very  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Adm  iral. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  TJ  8.  Forces ,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Roaih,  P.  8.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  II.  S.  8.  Antona. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  July  29,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Antonci  and 
relieve  Acting  Master  Thomas  Pickering  of  the  command  of  her,  he 
having  been  ordered  to  the  North. 

You  will  be  particular  to  receive  from  him  the  sailing  instructions 
of  the  vessel  and  all  the  regulations  and  laws  left  in  her  by  her  late 
commander,  Acting  Master  Charles  T.  Chase. 

V ery  respectful  1  y , 


H.  H.  Bell, 


Commodore. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Warrington  D.  Roath', 

IT.  8.  S.  New  London,  off  Galveston. 


Order  of  Rear- Admired  Farragut,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Dewey, 
II.  8.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  duty  on  the  if.  8.  8.  Brooklyn. 


Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans,  July  29,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  duty  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Mononga- 
hela,  and  jmu  will  report  yourself  to  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell  for  duty 
on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant  George  Dewey, 

U.  8.  8.  Monongcihela . 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Emmons, 
U.  8.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  West  (Gulf  Squadron  until  the 
arrival  of  Commodore  Bell. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee,  July  30,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  squadron  as  senior 
officer  in  New  Orleans  until  the  arrival  of  Commodore  Bell  at  this  city, 
at  which  time  you  will  turn  things  over  to  him  as  temporary  com¬ 
mander  of  the  squadron,  giving  him  all  the  information  in  your 
possession. 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


427 


Commodore  Bell  will  turn  over  the  command  of  the  Brooklyn  to  you 
as  soon  as  he  can,  and  will  permit  you  to  take  her  to  New  York  fox- 
repairs,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  made  as  soon  as  possible,  and  return 
to  the  station. 

Your  principal  duties  will  be  the  attending  to  the  repairs  of  the  ves¬ 
sels  now  going  on,  in  which  you  will  be  assisted  by  the  engineer  of  the 
fleet,  Mr.  Shock,  and  the  carpenter  of  the  Pensacola.  The  fleet  pay¬ 
master,  Mr.  Dunn,  will  attend  to  the  financial  matters  under  your 
supervision  and  signature. 

The  signing  requisitions  and  papers  to  vessels  going  across  the  lake 
and  in  the  Mississippi  will  be  the  most  of  your  work,  but  it  will  be 
well  not  to  sign  a  pass  until  it  has  been  signed  by  the  collector  and 
military  commander,  and  it  will  save  you  much  trouble.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Perkins,  of  the  Pensacola ,  will  give  you  all  the  informa¬ 
tion  in  relation  to  ordnance  stores,  coal,  etc.;  they  are  in  charge  of 
Gunner  Roe.  Mr.  Starrett,  the  oi-dnance  officer  of  the  station,  has  a 
leave  for  one  month,  and  will  be  back  in  about  three  weeks.  The  ord¬ 
nance  vessel  is  going  to  Pensacola,  where  there  is  a  large  quantity  of 
ordnance  stores,  in  the  bark  Anderson  and  the  Nightingale ,  of  every 
description. 

The  mortar  boats  are  all  bound  to  Pensacola  for  repairs  and  the 
health  of  their  crews.  I  wish  the  vessels  sent  out  to  the  different 
blockades  as  fast  as  repaired,  always  keeping  at  this  city  the  Pensacola , 
Portsmouth ,  and  store  vessels,  and  such  others  as  the  commanding 
officer  may  think  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  place. 

I  wish  the  Calhoun  and  Commodore  sent  round  to  the  [Mississippi] 
Sound  as  soon  as  finished;  the  latter  should  be  under  the  direction  of 
Lieutenant-Commander  Adams  for  a  few  days  before  going  into  Lake 
Pontcharti’ain  to  clear  the  bayous  of  smugglers,  etc.,  in  the  sound,  as 


an  assistant  to  the  Jackson. 
Veiy  respectfully, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-  Ad)  n  iral. 


Captain  Geo.  F.  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Jenkins , 

U.  S.  Navi/ ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Richmond ,  to  proceed  to  New 

York. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  30 ,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed,  with  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Richmond  under 
your  command  to  New  York,  and  upon  your  arrival  report  in  writing 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating  that  you  require  exten¬ 
sive  repairs  and  that  the  terms  of  enlistment  of  the  majority  of  your 
crew  have  expired  or  will  expire  in  August. 

You  will  report  your  arrival  in  person  to  the  commandant  of  the 
New  York  navy  yard. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Richmond. 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Cooke ,  £7".  S'.  Nary,  to  resume  command  of  the  V.  S .  S. 
Fstrclla. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Tennessee, 


New  Orleans ,  July  30 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Having  been  honorably  acquitted  of  the  charges  preferred 
against  you,  you  will  relieve  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wiggin  in 
the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Estrella. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 


Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Upton ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  to  resume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Arizona. 


U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  30 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Having  been  honorably  acquitted  of  the  charges  preferred 
against  you,  you  will  resume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Arizona. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

•  Rear-Admiral . 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  D.  P.  Upton,  IT.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear- Admired  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  senior  officer  in 
Berwick  Bay ,  regarding  affairs  in  those  waters. 


Flag-Steamer  Tennessee,  July  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  delighted  to  find  that  the  Sachem,  Captain  Johnson,  and 
yourself  got  round  in  time  to  take  possession  of  the  bay  and  its 
dependencies. 

If  you  can  do  anything  in  the  way  of  following  them  up  and  cap¬ 
turing  some  of  them,  as  an  evidence  of  your  energy,  let  the  command¬ 
ing  officer,  Commodore  Bell,  know  as  soon  as  the  vessels  can  be  spared, 
so  that  you  can  go  somewhere  else. 

Captain  Crocker  has  a  little  project  on  hand  for  the  Sachem,  which 
I  think  well  of,  and  will  inform  Commodore  Bell  of  it  and  let  him  say 
when  they  can  go  down  there. 

Send  the  Hollyhock  back  as  soon  as  she  can  be  spared. 

Respectfully, 


1).  G.  Farragut, 


Rear-Admind. 


The  Senior  Officer  at  Berwick  Bay. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  impaired 
condition  of  vessels  arriving  on  the  West  Gulf  station. 

No.  129.]  Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans,  July  30,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Department  would  be  astonished  to  see  the  condition  in 
which  vessels  are  sent  out  to  me  on  this  station.  To  explain,  I  will 
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remark  that  1  have  at  least  six  vessel*  in  this  port  just  out  from  the 
North.  It  being  necessary  to  dispatch  a  vessel  to  Galveston  to  relieve 
the  Bienville  (said  to  require  urgent  repairs  to  her  rudder),  I  found 
that  I  had  not  a  vessel  that  could  be  gotten  ready  for  sea  in  less  than 
forty-eight  hours,  and  they  required  from  that  period  to  ten  days,  gen- 
erall}7  averaging  from  five  to  eight  days.  It  is  not  surprising  that  the 
gunboats  which  have  been  long  cruising  should  be  in  this  condition, 
but  there  is  no  difference  between  them  and  the  new  vessels.  This 
state  of  affairs  is  owing  to  the  rapid  increase  in  the  engineer  corps. 
The  majority  of  them  know  very  little  of  their  duties,  and  their  engines 
are  cut  up  and  ruined  by  neglect  and  want  of  proper  care,  and  I  might 
have  added  occasionally  by  experimenting,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Pensa¬ 
cola ,  where  the  agent  of  Mr.  Sickles  the  other  day  barely  missed  kill¬ 
ing  some  four  or  live  men,  and  the  Pensacola  can  not  move,  be  her 
necessities  what  they  may,  in  less  than  two  or  three  weeks. 

Three  of  the  ships  and  three  of  the  gunboats  I  will  be  compelled  to 
send  home  to  repair  before  they  can  perform  winter  service  in  the 
Gulf.  We  will  do  better  when  we  get  away  from  the  influence  of  this 
city,  which  I  will  do  for  them  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-  Ad n  viral . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. ,  J).  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  Franklin ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Oneida. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  3f  1863. 

Sir:  So  soon  as  your  leave  has  expired  you  will  report  yourself  to 
the  senior  naval  officer  present  here  for  the  command  of  the  U.  S. 
steam  sloop  Oneida. 

Very  respectfully,  D.  G.  Iarragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  R.  Franklin,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  L .  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Sar¬ 
tor  i,  U-  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  31 ,  1863. 

Sir:  So  soon  as  Captain  Emmons  is  ready  to  take  command  of  the 
Brooklyn  you  will  relieve  him  of  the  command  of  the  17.  S.  S.  Monon¬ 
gahela.  „  ,, 

Very  respectfully,  F).  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  L.  C.  Sartori, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Portsmouth. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  Com¬ 
mander  Perkins ,  U.S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Sciota. 


Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  31 ,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Pensacola , 
and  you  will  report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  present  here  for  the 
command  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Sciota. 

Very  respectfully, 

I),  G.  Farragut, 

Reai'-Adm  iral. 


Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  H.  Perkins, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  ILenry ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  sloop 
Portsmouth. 


Flagship  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  3  f  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Sciota,  and 
you  will  report  to  the  senior  officer  present  here  for  the  command  of 
the  U.  S.  sloop  Portsmouth  as  soon  as  she  is  vacated  by  Commander 
Sartori. 

Very  respectfully, 


I).  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander  F.  W.  Henry, 

Commanding  F.  S.  Gunboat  Sciota. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master  Green , 
L  .  S.  Na  vy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Commodore. 


Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  31 ,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  duty  on  board  the  U.  S.  S. 
Oneida ,  and  you  will  report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  present  here 
for  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Commodore ,  now  building  at  this 
place. 

Very  respectfully, 


Acting-Master  Francis 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear -A  dm  iral. 


[M.j  Green, 

U.  S.  S.  Oneida. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  McNair , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  to  report  for  duty  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Pensacola. 


Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans ,  July  31,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Seminole,  and  you 
will  report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  present  here  for  duty  on  board 
the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Pensacola. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant  F.  V.  McNair, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Mullany,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  Texas  blockade. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 


’  Off  Galveston,  July  31,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  take  command  of  the  blockading  forces  on  the  coast 
of  Texas  until  the  arrival  of  Captain  George  F.  Emmons  or  some 
other  officer  who  may  be  appointed  to  relieve  you. 

You  will  please  dispatch  one  of  the  gunboats  without  dela}7  to  the 
Bio  Grande  to  look  after  the  trade  at  that  point,  especially  the  steam¬ 
ers,  live  in  number,  which  are  said  to  be  i3ring  there.  The  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Peel  is  said  to  be  one  of  them,  and  that  she  is  preparing  or  fitting 
for  a  privateer.  If  there  shall  appear  to  be  an}T  good  grounds  for  the 
impression,  the  officer  sent  on  this  duty  should  demand  the  energetic 
interference  of  the  Mexican  authorities,  and  should  keep  a  vigilant 
watch  upon  her,  and  overhaul  her  as  soon  as  she  quits  neutral  waters. 
He  can  send  the  Antona  to  give  you  correct  information  as  to  the  ves¬ 
sels  there. 

You  will  please  send  the  Antona  to  take  Acting  Master  George 
Taylor  and  the  launch  of  the  bark  IF  G.  Anderson  to  that  vessel  block¬ 
ading  off  Aransas  and  to  bring  back  Mr.  Taylor  to  this  ship.  Having- 
performed  this  duty,  dispatch  her  to  cruise  under  the  orders  previously 
given  her  by  Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  directing  her  commander 
to  proceed  first  to  the  Rio  Grande  and  act  in  concert  with  the  senior 
officer  there  should  that  officer  consider  his  presence  necessary. 

When  3tou  can  spare  the  New  London  send  her  to  join  the  Owasco 


on  blockade  off  Sabine  Pass. 

Address  to  me  at  New  Orleans  all  communications  intended  for  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  II.  Bell,  Commodore. 


Commander  J.  R.  M.  Muli  any', 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bienville,  off  Galveston. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  TL  S.  Navy ,  £0  Commodore  Dell , 

£7.  /S'.  Navy,  to  hoist  his  broad  pennant  on  the  U.  S.  8.  Pensacola. 

Flagship  Hartford, 

New  Orleans ,  August  1,  1863. 

Commodore:  You  will  hoist  your  broad  pennant  upon  the  Pensacola, 
and  thence  wherever  you  may  think  tit  temporarily  to  go. 

I  think  you  will  find  the  Tennessee  a  very  comfortable  vessel  to  use 
for  the  purpose  of  moving  about  when  you  wish  to  visit  the  squadrons 
or  Pensacola. 

Very  respectfully, 

I).  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-  Admiral. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  former 
for  the  North. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

New  Orleans ,  August  1,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  congratulate  you  upon  your  arrival  at  this  city  and 
rejoice  that  we  have  been  able  to  meet  here  to  make  the  transfer  of 
the  charge  of  the  Mississippi  River  from  New  Orleans  to  the  head¬ 
waters,  and  at  the  same  time  to  receive  the  announcement  from  you 
that  the  entire  Mississippi  to  St.  Louis  is  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
the  rebels,  and  that  1  can  carry  with  me  the  glad  tidings  that  it  is  open 
to  commerce. 

Your  presence  off  this  city  will  relieve  all  doubts  on  the  subject,  and 
I  hope  it  will  not  be  closed  or  interrupted  again,  but  that  peace  and 
tranquillity  will  soon  follow  these  glorious  events.  I  now  take  my 
leave  for  the  North  to  make  a  short  visit  to  my  family.  I  wish  you 
may  have  a  pleasant  summer  and  a  speedy  end  of  your  labors,  and, 
like  myself,  be  able  to  take  your  departure  for  home. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  I).  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Flotilla. 


Order  of  Commander  Mullany,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  Dana,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  V.  8.  8.  Cayuga ,  to 
proceed  to  blockade  duty  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  August  1 ,  1863. 
Sir!  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Cayuga  under 
your  command  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  for  the  purpose  of 
looking  after  the  trade  at  that  point,  especially  the  steamers,  five  in 
number,  which  are  said  to  be  lying  there. 
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The  Sir  William  Peel  is  said  to  be  one  of  them,  and  that  she  is  pre¬ 
paring  or  fitting  for  a  privateer.  If  there  shall  appear  to  be  any 
good  grounds  for  the  impression,  you  will  demand  the  energetic  inter¬ 
ference  of  the  Mexican  authorities,  and  keep  a  vigilant  watch  upon 
her,  and  overhaul  her  as  soon  as  she  quits  neutral  waters. 

The  Antona  is  ordered  to  cruise  off  the  southern  coast  of  Texas  and 
to  communicate  with  you  occasionally  for  the  purpose  of  such  coope¬ 
ration  as  you  may  find  necessary  in  carrying  out  these  orders. 

If  anything  of  importance  should  arise,  send  -the  Antona  to  report 
to  me. 

You  will  deliver  the  accompanying  dispatch  for  the  governor  of 
Matamoras  to  the  commander  at  Bagdad,  at  the  entrance  to  the  Rio 
Grande. 

When  you  find  your  coal  getting  low,  3rou  will  return  to  this  point 
for  a  fresh  supply. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Wm.  H.  Dana, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga ,  off  Galveston ,  Tex. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  IT.  S.  Wavy,  of  arrival  at  New  Orleans  to 
assume  command  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  A  ugust  J,  1863. 

Sir:  Rear-Admirial  Farragut  having  placed  me  on  board  of  the 
U.  S.  steam  sloop  Pensacola  in  temporary  command  of  the  Western 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  I  arrived  here  from  Galveston  on  the  2d 
instant  and  assumed  the  command. 

Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  in  the  Hartford ,  passed  the  bar  at  South 
West  Pass  at  7  a.  m.  of  the  same  day,  on  his  way  to  the  North.  The 
Richmond ,  in  command  of  Captain  Jenkins,  went  out  the  day  before. 

Captain  James  Alden  arrived  on  the  night  of  the  2d,  but  being  too 
late  for  the  Richmond ,  he  is  directed  to  return  to  Washington.  As 
the  Brooklyn  could  not  be  spared  from  Galveston  blockade  without  a 
relief,  I  left  her  there  until  another  vessel  could  be  sent  to  take  her 
place,  and  I,  this  morning,  dispatched  the  Tennessee ,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry,  for  that  purpose. 

The  Brooklyn ,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Hat¬ 
field,  will  touch  at  South  West  Pass  to  receive  her  commander,  Cap¬ 
tain  Emmons,  and  then  proceed  to  the  North. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington  City ,  I).  C. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Seyhurn ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  Kittatinny ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in 
the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  August  4,  1863. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  schooner  Kittatinny  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  for  duty  in  the  Western 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Actin 


;  Master  I.  D.  Seyburn, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  Kittatinny ,  New  York. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks ,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commodore  Bell, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  expected  attack  upon  Ship  Island. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

New  Orleans,  August  4,  1863. 

Commodore:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  hear  through 
many  sources  that  the  enemy  at  Mobile  intend  making  a  sudden  and 
vigorous  attack  on  Ship  Island.  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  good 
ground  to  apprehend  such  a  movement,  and  will  at  once  send  two  addi¬ 
tional  regiments  of  infantry  there. 

I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  lend  us  such  aid  in  that  quarter 
as  may  be  in  your  power,  and  would  suggest  sending  a  light-draft 
ironclad  into  the  lake,  where  it  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  act  very 
promptly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 


Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

TJ.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding ,  etc. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-  General  Banks, 

U.  S.  Army,  regarding  cooperation  against  expected  attack  upon  Ship 

Island. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  August  4,  1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  (at  3  p.  m.)  to  receive  your  letter  of 
this  date,  informing  me  of  the  probability  of  an  immediate  attack 
being  made  on  Ship  Island  by  the  enemy  from  Mobile. 

_  I  have  no  ironclad  of  light  draft  at  my  disposal,  but  will  immediately 
dispatch  one  or  more  efficient  vessels  to  act  in  the  sound.  In  the  course 
of  two.  or  three  days  I  expect  to  have  two  small  vessels  capable  of 
acting  in  the  lake. 

We  shall  meet  them  in  the  [Mississippi]  Sound  and  defeat  them  if 
they  come. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  I  Vest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks,  U.  S.  Army. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb,  TJ.  S. 

Nary,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Genesee,  to  proceed  to  the  defense  of 

Ship  Island. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  August  5,  1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Genesee  can  be  got  ready  for  sea,  you  will  pro¬ 
ceed  without  delay  to  Ship  Island  to  assist  in  its  defense.  I  have  been 
informed  by  Major-General  Banks  that  he  has  reliable  information 
that  the  enemy  at  Mobile  intend  to  make  an  immediate  attack  on  Ship 
Island,  and  that  he  will  send  two  infantry  regiments  there  for  its 
defense.  You  will  find  there  the  Vincennes,  Lieutenant  Commander 
H.  A.  Adams,  and  the  steamer  Jackson ,  who  will  cooperate  with  you. 

The  Genesee  is  the  lightest  draft  vessel  of  force  that  I  have.  Should 
the  enemy  appear,  attack  him  with  such  steamers  as  you  may  have, 
and  you  will  be  irresistible.  I  will  send  the  Estrella  to-night  to  assist 
you.  Not  one  of  them  should  escape;  if  they  come  out,  follow  them 
up  with  the  Jackson  and  Estrella. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  W, 

Commodore,  Comdg.West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Genesee. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Wiggin,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  V.  S.  S. 
Tennessee. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  August  5,  1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  Lieutenant  Cooke  appears  on  board  the  Estrella 
to  relieve  you,  you  will  consider  yourself  detached  from  her. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  Tennessee  to  this  port,  proceed  on  board  of 
her  and  relieve  Lieutenant-Commander  Henry  of  her  command. 

Very  respectfully, 

[H.  H.  Bell],  • 

Commodore,  Commanding . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Geo.  Wiggin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Estrella. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  force  sent  to 
repel  the  attack  upon  Ship  Island. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  August  6,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  4th  instant  Major-General  Ban-ks  informed  me  by  note 
that  he  had  reliable  information  that  “the  enemy,  at  ^Mobile,  intend 
making  a  sudden  and  vigorous  attack  on  Ship  Island,”  and  requested 
that  I  should  lend  him  aid  in  that  quarter. 

In  compliance  therewith  I  dispatched  the  steam  tug  Jasmine  on  the 
5th  to  warn  Captain  Goldsborough,  commanding  off  Mobile,  of  the 
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danger,  and  .suggesting  his  sending  into  Mississippi  Sound  such  light- 
draft  steamers  as  he  may  have,  and  informed  him  that  the  L.  S. 
steamers  Genesee,  Commander  "VN  .  H.  Macomb,  and  Estrella,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  A.  P.  Cooke,  should  be  sent  the  same  day  to  Ship  Island; 
and  those  two  vessels  were  sent  that  night  to  Ship  Island.  YY  hen 
they  arrive,  there  will  be  in  the  sound  the  sloop  of  war  Vincennes ,  the 
steamers  Genesee ,  Jackson ,  and  Estrella ,  and  perhaps  a  gunboat  or  two 
from  Captain  Goldsborough.  The  general  informed  me  that  he  would 
send  over  two  infantry  regiments.  I  think  they  will  not  have  the 
temerity  to  attack  such  a  force. 

The  Calhoun  is  expected  to  be  ready  on  the  8th  and  shall  be  sent 
there. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  I Vest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na  vy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Commander  Mullany ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Hatfield,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Brooklyn ,  to  proceed 
to  South  West  Pass. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  August  6 ,  1863. 
Sir:  The  Brooklyn  is  hereby  detached  from  the  blockade  off  Gal¬ 
veston,  and  you  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  South  West  Pass, 
Mississippi  River,  in  accordance  with  the  enclosed  order  from  Commo¬ 
dore  Bell. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Lieutenant-Commander  C.  Hatfield, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn ,  off  Galveston ,  Tex. 


Report  of  Captain  Gillis ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  stating  the  reasons  for  deferring 
his  departure  for  the  Galveston  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Mobile,  August  6 ,  1863. 

.  Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  enclosed  letter  from  Commodore  II.  H.  Bell 
(A),  Captain  Goldsborough  having  left  for  Pensacola  on  sick  ticket, 
which  is  forwarded  (B),  I  immediately  dispatched  the  Kennebec ,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Russell,  with  the  order  herewith  (C)  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  the  vessels  in  Mississippi  Sound  and  to  proceed  to  Ship 
Island  if  necessary.  The  Aroostook  I  also  sent  to  communicate  by 
signal  with  the  Jackson,  which  vessel  she  did  not  see,  supposed  to  have 
gone  westward.  The  Kennebec  to  return  here  as  soon  as  practicable, 
as  the  rumor  might  have  been  circulated  for  the  purpose  of  drawing- 
vessels  from  blockade  to  enable  enemy  to  run  out  cotton,  which  we 
have  been  successful  in  capturing  lately;  arrivals  from  Havana  also 
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looked  for.  The  Lackawanna  at  Pensacola  for  coal  and  repair  of 
boilers,  etc.,  the  Kanawha  and  Pinola  there  for  same  purpose  (the 
former  detained,  her  commander  being-  ordered  on  court-martial  by 
Commodore  Smith,  navy  yard,  for  trial  of  some  men  on  board  the 
Potomac ),  and  the  division  here,  therefore,  much  reduced  in  number, 
I  deemed  it  proper  to  defer  my  departure  in  the  Ossipee  for  the  second 
division  off  Galveston,  the  charge  of  which  has  been  assigned  me  by 
letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  received  5th  instant.  I  purpose 
leaving  in  a  day  or  two  for  the  Galveston  station  and  would  prefer  the 
command  of  the  Brooklyn,  she  being  better  armed  than  the  Ossipee and 
drawing  but  little  more  water.  Does  not  my  position  entitle  me  to 
her? 

From  wThat  we  learn  from  refugees  “Grant’s  Pass  is  closed  tight.” 
There  may  be  3  feet  of  water,  but  if  there  is  any  foundation  for  rumor 
received  from  General  Banks  the  rebels  may  contemplate  an  advance 
by  shell  road  to  Pascagoula  (distant  about  25  miles  from  Mobile), 
thence  by  water  in  boats  to  Ship  Island,  which,  even  if  occupied  by 
them,  could  not  be  held  long. 

It  is  requisite  the  Ossipee  should  stop  at  New  Orleans  for  coal  and 
to  have  an  additional  streak  of  copper  put  on,  the  line  of  which  is 
now  under  water,  exposing  the  planking  to  perforation  by  worms. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfulljq  yonr  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile,  Ala. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure  A.] 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  La.,  August  5,  1863. 

Sir:  I  was  informed  yesterday  by  Major-General  Banks  that  he  has 
obtained  information  that  the  enemy  at  Mobile  intend  to  make  an 
immediate  attack  on  Ship  Island,  and  that  he  will  dispatch  thither  two 
infantry  regiments  to  assist  in  its  defense. 

You  will  please  make  your  arrangements  accordingly.  If  }rou  have 
suitable  vessels,  send  them  into  the  sound  through  Horn  Island  Pass 
to  meet  them  there,  in  case  they  should  try  to  go  through  Grant’s 


Pass. 


1  have  ordered  the  Genesee ,  Commander  Macomb,  to  Ship  Island  to 
look  out  for  them  there;  she  will  leave  immediately.  1  will  send  the 
Estrella  also  to  Ship  Island  to-night,  if  I  can  get  her  off.  These  are 
the  only  vessels  of  light  draft  that  can  move  from  here  at  present,  and 
I  leave  it  to  you  to  make  the  proper  disposition  of  your  forces  to  cut 
off'  and  destroy  anything  they  may  send  out,  and  to  defend  Ship 


Island. 

If  they  send  rams,  ram  them  in  turn;  our  vessels  are  much  the 
strongest. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  II.  Bell. 


Commander,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blckdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 


Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough,  •  _ 

Commander  of  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  of  Mobile  Bar. 
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IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Mobile,  August  6,  186-3. 

Sir:  I  am  informed  by  Commodore  Bell  that  an  immediate  attack 
is  contemplated  by  the  rebels  on  Ship  .Island. 

The  Genesee ,  Commander  Macomb,  has  been  ordered  to  Ship  Island. 
She  will  leave  immediately.  The  Estrella  also  left  last  night. 

If  the  enemy  has  rams,  ram  them  in  turn  if  your  vessels  are  strong 
enough.  They  may  intend  sending  boarding  parties  in  small  vessels. 
Take  all  precautions  and  give  them  a  warm  reception. 

I  regret  we  have  not  light-draft  vessels  to  send  into  the  sound. 

One  of  the  vessels  will  proceed  to  Horn  Island  Pass  to  watch  Pasca 
goula,  the  other  to  remain  in  sound  to  guard  Grant’s  Pass. 

The  Kennebec  will  execute  this  order  and  proceed  to  Ship  Island  if 


necessary. 

Very  respectfully 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 

Commanding  Officer, 

Ship  Island. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Cooke ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Estrella ,  to  assist  in  the 
defense  of  Ship  Island. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  8 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  without  delay  to  Ship  Island  to  assist  in  its  defense, 
and  report  upon  your  arrival  there  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
U.  S.  Navy  present.  If  he  is  not  already  informed,  let  him  know  that 
Major-General  Banks  is  apprised  of  an  attack  which  the  enemy  at 
Mobile  intend  to  make.  You  should  find  there  the  Genesee ,  Vincennes , 
and  Jackson ,  and  two  or  three  regiments  of  United  States  troops. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blckdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Augustus  P.  Cooke, 

U.  S.  S.  Estrella. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  77.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Bigelou >,  l .  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Calhoun ,  to prroceed  to 
Mississippi  Sound. 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  A  ugust  8,  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  without  delay  to  Ship  Island  and  report  to  the  senior 
officer  there  for  duty  in  Mississippi  Sound  and  adjacent  waters.  An 
experienced  pilot  has  been  ordered  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Bigelow, 

U.  S.  S.  Calhoun. 
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Report  of  Captain  Jenkins ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rich¬ 
mond,  of  arrival  at  New  York. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Navy  Yard,  New  York ,  August  8,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  under  my 
command,  at  this  anchorage,  after  a  passage  of  eight  days  from  the 
Delta  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  orders  1  received  from  Rear- 
Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  commanding  the  West  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron,  dated  July  30,  ultimo.  In  obedience  to  those  orders,  1  have 
respectfully  to  report  that  in  a  smooth  sea,  and  under  the  most  favor¬ 
able  circumstances  for  steaming,  this  ship  leaks  more  than  the  bilge 
pumps  can  pump  out,  rendering  auxiliary  pumps  necessary  at  all 
times;  that  the  hull,  spars,  and  rigging  have  been  very  much  cut  up 
in  the  numerous  conflicts  with  the  rebel  forts  and  batteries  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  rendering  extensive  repairs  necessary;  that  the 
terms  of  service  of  a  large  number  of  the  crew  now  on  board  have 
already  expired;  that  all  the  officers  and  men  are  suffering  more  or  less 
from  the  effects  of  the  malaria  of  the  region  in  which  the  ship  has 
been  employed  during  this  and  the  last  summer,  and  that  it  is  my 
opinion  and  that  of  the  surgeon  of  this  ship  that  the  best  interests  of 
the  country  would  be  subserved  by  discharging  the  entire  crew. 

The  Department  is  aware  of  the  good  service  rendered  by  the  crew 
and  officers  of  this  ship  in  the  Mississippi  River,  in  the  capture  of 
New  Orleans  and  Port  Hudson,  and  in  the  numerous  conflicts  with  the 
enemy’s  forts  and  batteries  in  the  Mississippi  from  its  mouth  to  Vicks¬ 
burg,  and  I  would,  therefore,  for  myself  and  in  behalf  of  Captain 
Alden  (lately  in  command),  respectfully  solicit  the  most  favorable 
consideration  for  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

•  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier- General 
Bowen,  TJ.  S.  Army,  provost-marshal  at  New  Orleans,  forwarding 
captured  letters. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  August  10,  1863. 

General:  Acting  Master  F.  H.  Grove,  commanding  the  U.  S. 
schooner  Cm'yplieus  in  the  lake,  captured  a  boat  on  the  8th  and  secured 
a  number  of  letters  which  were  thrown  overboard  from  her.  They 
are  all  enclosed  to  you.  One  of  them  you  will  observe  is  addressed  to 
Major-General  R.  E.  Lee,  commanding  Army  of  Virginia.  I  place 
them  in  your  hands  for  such  action  as  you  may  deem  necessary  in  the 
absence  of  Major-General  Banks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Gorndg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Brigadier-General  Bowen, 

Provost- Marshal,  New  Orleans. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Macomb ,  /7.  /S’". 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Genesee ,  sending  the  U.  IS.  S.  Calhoun 
for  service  in  Mississippi  Sound. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  10,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  I  send  you  the  Calhoun  to  take  her  place  in  the  sound, 
and  to  cruise,  as  you  think  she  may  be  spared,  among  the  small  islands 
on  t  he  Mississippi  shore,  to  break  up  the  contraband  trade  and  blockade 
runners  thence  to  the  Mississippi  and  Alabama  shores,  in  the  form  of 
oyster  boats  from  5  to  20  tons  burden.  But  the  Calhoun  is  to  be  kept 
in  the  sound  for  the  present,  with  the  Jackson ,  near  Grant’s  Pass,  to 
watch  the  enemy  there.  She  is  a  good  ram,  and  will  cut  through 
everything  she  may  strike.  The  Estrella  should  be  kept  near  you, 
operating  on  the  crafts  referred  to.  I  enclose  to  you  an  order  detach¬ 
ing  Acting  Master  D’Ovley  from  the  Jackson.  There  is  a  report  here 
of  his  having  already  left  her,  and  of  some  one  else  being  in  command, 
I  believe  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Pennington.  You  will  please 
send  the  Estrella  into  the  lake  to  bring  me  the  proper  information 
without  delay,  as  1  must  make  the  appointment. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Adams  discovered  a  quantity  of  cut  timbei 
secreted  on  Horn  Island. 

Some  parties  from  here  having  a  permit  to  cut  wood  on  that  island 
are  after  it;  take  care  they  don’t  get  it.  Lieutenant-Commander  Adams 
having  seized  it,  he  had  better  have  it  shipped  to  Pensacola  navy  yard 
for  the  use  of  the  Navy,  you  first  ordering  an  appraisement. 

I  am,  respectfully, 


H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  term. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Genesee. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Emmons ,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
to  proceed  to  New  York  in  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  August  10,  1863. 

Sir:  Having  transferred  the  command  of  the  Monongahela  to  your 
successor,  Commander  L.  C.  Sartori,  and  being  relieved  as  the  senior 
naval  officer  here  by  myself,  you  will  assume  command  of  the  U.  S. 
steam  sloop  Brooklyn ,  now  in  this  port,  and  as  soon  as  she  is  coaled, 
proceed  in  her  to  the  New  York  navy  yard.  Report  your  arrival  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Captain  George  F.  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Navy  Department,  August  10,  1863. 
Sir:  During  the  absence  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  you  will  hoist 
the  blue  broad  pennant  of  a  commodore  at  the  mainmast  head,  and 
will  be  designated  as  Commodore,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron  pro  tern. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  BIB  dg.  Squadron  pro  tern..  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  the  TJ.  S.  consul  at  Tampico,  to  the  collector  of  customs  at 

New  Orleans,  regretting  the  absence  of  a  United  States  vessel  during  the 

important  national  changes  occurring  in  Mexico. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Tampico ,  August  10,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  triplicate  invoice  of  the 
cargo  per  Henry  Traners,  to  sail  immediately  for  your  port. 

This  place  was  abandoned  yesterday  by  the  Mexican  forces,  and  the 
French  troops  from  an  expedition  sent  hither  from  Vera  Cruz  are  just 
taking  possession  of  it.  This  affair  seems  to  require  the  attention  by 
our  Government,  as  well  as  that  of  every  loyal  citizen.  I  regret 
exceedingly  that  we  are  without  one  of  our  vessels  of  war  on  this  coast 
to  give  protection  to  our  commerce  and  to  witness  these  extremely 
important  national  changes.  Perhaps  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  per¬ 
suade  Commodore  Farragut  or  General  Banks  to  send  a  gunboat  down 
here. 

I  am,  with  great  regard,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Franklin  Chase. 

Collector  of  Customs, 

New  Orleans. 

P.  S. — Will  you  please  forward  the  enclosed  dispatch  for  Washing¬ 
ton,  and  cause  the  letter  to  be  sent  to  the  post-office. 

F.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Dana,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
11.  S.  S.  Cayuga,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  J.  T.  Davis, 
of  the  Rio  Grande. 

U.  S.  S.  Cayuga, 

Off  the  Rio  Grande,  August  10,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooner  J.  T. 
Davis  this  morning  off  this  river.  She  had  neither  colors,  papers,  nor 
log  book  on  board.  The  master  acknowledged  that  he  had  run  out  of 
San  Luis  Pass,  Texas,  near  Galveston. 

The  cargo  consists  of  97  bales  of  cotton;  average  weight  of  bales, 
510  pounds. 
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Nine  persons  were  found  on  board,  viz:  Master  F.  Halbig  (Prussian), 
Mate  Thomas  Wilson  (Dane),  Benjamin  Crone  (German),  G.  Halbig 
(Prussian),  Frank  Silvia  (Portuguese),  John  Fratan  (Portuguese), 
George  Schrien  (German),  John  Crawford,  boy  (Texan),  M  illiam  Beste, 
supercargo  (German). 

I  will  send  her  in  charge  of  a  prize  master  to  the  prize  commissoners 
at  New  Orleans  for  adjudication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Dana, 

Lieutenant-  Commander,  Commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Cayuga. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Palmer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  P.  S.  S. 

Hartford ,  announcing  arrival  at  New  York. 

G.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

New  York,  July  [ August]  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  at  this  port 
in  nine  days  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  whither  she  was  ordered 
for  repairs,  the  damages  which  have  occurred  to  her  in  her  various 
actions  having  rendered  her  untit  for  sea  service  in  anything  like  bad 
weather.  She  will  probably  require  new  masts  and  bowsprit,  all  of 
which  have  been  badly  cut  by  shot;  new  lower  rigging  will  be  likewise 
required,  they  having  been  damaged  in  a  similar  manner.  In  the 
upper  part  of  her  hull  she  has  been  seriously  wounded  in  several  places 
by  shot  and  shell;  below  the  water  line,  however,  she  is  intact;  there 
will  consequently  be  no  positive  necessity  for  her  going  into  dock. 

She  has  been  ashore  but  once  during  the  period  in  which  I  have 
commanded  her,  and  that  was  in  the  mud  on  the  bar  at  South  West 
Pass  in  February  last  whilst  in  charge  of  a  pilot. 

I  shall  transmit  to  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Repair  the  reports 
of  the  boatswain  and  carpenter  which  show  the  repairs  required. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wash  ington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  hisarrival 

at  New  York. 

No.  134.]  Flagship  Hartford, 

New  York,  August  10,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  North  in  the  flagship 
Hartford  in  accordance  with  your  letter  of  June  15.  On  the  1st 
instant  Acting  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  arrived  at  New  Orleans  in 
his  flagship  Black  Hawk,  accompanied  by  the  gunboat  Tuscumbia ; 
he  announced  to  me  that  the  Mississippi  River  was  undisturbed  by 
the  enemy  from  Cairo  to  New  Orleans,  whereupon  I  wrote  him  a 
congratulatory  note  (A)  upon  my  being  able  to  do  in  person  what  1 
had  before  done  in  letter  (B),  viz,  turn  over  to  him  the  command  of 
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the  Mississippi  River  from  New  Orleans  to  its  headwaters.  I  then 
informed  him  that  I  should  depart  for  the  North  on  a  short  leave. 
My  arrangements  having  been  previously  made,  I  left  New  Orleans  at 
6:80  p.  m.  that  day  (1st  instant)  and  arrived  here  to-day,  making  the 
passage  in  nine  days  and  no  hours. 

This  ship,  the  Richmond ,  and  Brooklyn  all  require  extensive  repairs 
before  they  are  tit  for  winter  service  in  the  Gulf.  This  vessel  requires, 
however,  less  repair  than  either  of  the  others,  as  she  is  uninjured  below 
the  water  line,  except  perhaps  her  stem,  the  extent  of  damage  to 
which  can  only  be  ascertained  by  docking. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  IJ.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  V.  S. 

Navy ,  on  his  arrival  at  New  York. 

Navy  Department,  August  11 , 1863. 

Sir:  Your  telegram  reporting  your  arrival  in  New  York  is  received. 
1  congratulate  you  on  your  safe  return  from  labors,  duties,  and 
responsibilities  unsurpassed  and  unequaled  in  magnitude,  importance, 
and  value  to  the  country  by  those  of  a nyr  naval  officer.  I  will  not  now 
enumerate  the  many  signal  achievements  you  have  accomplished  from 
that  most  splendid  one  which  threw  open  the  gates  of  the  Mississippi 
and  restored  the  Crescent  City  again  to  the  Union  to  the  recent 
capture  of  Port  Hudson,  the  last  formidable  obstruction  to  the  free 
navigation  of  the  river  of  the  great  central  vallejL  A  respite  from 
the  labors  and  responsibilities  which  have  been  imposed  upon  you  and 
which  you  have  borne  so  heroically  under  difficulties  and  embarrass¬ 
ments  which  only  the  Department  can  know  and  appreciate  was  due 
you,  and  I  welcome  you  home  to  an  interval  of  repose. 

It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  see  you  in  Washington  whenever  it  may 
suit  )rour  convenience,  but  I  neither  ask  nor  expect  that  you  will 
immediately  repair  hither  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment.  We  shall  shortly  have  weather  less  oppressive,  and,  after  rest¬ 
ing  with  your  family,  select  your  own  time  and  convenience  for  repair¬ 
ing  to  Washington.  Give  your  officers  and  men  such  leave  as  you 
deem  best. 

Yeiy  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  York. 


Order  of  Commander  Mullany ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Dana ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga ,  to  return  to 
Galveston. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  August  11 , 1863. 
Sir:  If  the  contraband  steamers  that  you  were  dispatched  to  look 
after  have  left  Matamoras,  you  will  please  return  with  the  Cayuga  to 
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the  blockading  station  off  Galveston  as  soon  as  the  Princess  Royal 
arrives  off  the  Rio  Grande. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
Commander  and.  Senior  Office) *  Present. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Wm.  H.  Dana, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cay  uga ,  off  Rio  Grande. 


Letter  from,  the  II.  S.  consul  at  Matarnoras  to  Commander  Woolsey , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  promising  evidence  in  the  case  of  the  Celt. 


Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Matarnoras ,  August  11,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  10th,  and  will 
procure  all  the  evidence  I  possibly  can  in  the  case  of  the  Celt ,  and 
Avill  send  it  down  to-morrow. 

Arnold  Harris  I  have  not  seen  since  he  was  here  with  Captain 
Chase. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

L.  Pierce,  Jr., 

II.  S.  Consul. 


Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Princess  Royal. 


Letter  from  Commander  Woolsey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  governor  of  Mata- 
moras ,  Mexico ,  extending  the  courtesies  of  the  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

Off  Rio  Grande ,  August  11,  1863. 

Sir:  Correct  courtesy  requires  that  upon  learning  of  your  arrival 
in  Boca  del  Rio  Grande  I  should  call  upon  you  and  pay  my  respects  in 
person,  which  I  am  very  anxious  to  do,  and  regret  the  necessity  which 
compels  me  to  forego  that  honor  and  pleasure. 

The  present  state  of  the  Texas  frontier,  the  nature  of  the  duty  upon 
this  coast,  which  renders  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  commander 
of  this  ship  should  always  be  on  board,  and  also  the  nature  of  my 
instructions  from  the  Government,  imperatively  prevent  me  from 
leaving  this  vessel.  I  should,  however,  be  pleased  to  receive  your 
excellency  on  board  of  this  ship;  if  your  excellency  will  bring  your 
flag  with  you,  it  shall  be  worn  at  the  masthead  of  this  vessel  while 
you  are  on  board. 

With  assurances  of  distinguished  consideration,  I  am,  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Matamoras  [TamaulipasJ. 

Note. — The  governor  of  Tamaulipas  visited  this  ship  the  same  day, 
accompanied  by  the  captain  of  the  port  and  an  interpreter.  The 
Mexican  flag  was  not  worn  at  the  masthead,  but  in  lieu  thereof  it  was 
hoisted  at  the  fore,  over  a  salute  of  fifteen  guns,  upon  his  leaving  the 
ship. 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander. 
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Seizure  off  coast  of  Texas  of  the  hermaphrodite  brig  Atlantic ,  August 

10,  1863. 

Report  of  Commander  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

Off  Rio  Grande,  Mexico,  August  13,  1863. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  particulars  of 
the  capture  of  the  hermaphrodite  brig  Atlantic  by  this  vessel. 

On  the  10th  instant,  Acting  Master  Charles  T.  Chase,  late  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  gunboat  Antona,  which  vessel  was  then  getting  underway 
for  Galveston,  gave  me  the  following  information:  The  brig  Atlantic 
has  cotton  on  board  direct  from  the  Texas  shore,  and  the  captain  of 
said  brig  told  me  that  be  would  swear  to  the  fact,  and  further  said 
that  if  a  private  interview  could  be  granted  it  would  be  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  United  States  Government.  The  cause  of  the  captain’s 
singular  proceeding  was,  he  says,  in  consequence  of  a  misunderstanding 
between  him  and  the  parties  chartering  the  vessel.  After  receiving 
this  information  from  Acting  Master  Chase,  I  waited  for  the  captain 
of  the  Atlantic  to  get  on  board  his  vessel,  then  placed  a  guard  on 
board  of  her. 

Since  then  I  have  obtained  the  following  information  through  Act¬ 
ing  Assistant  Paymaster  J.  H.  Stevenson,  whom  I  sent  to  Matamoras, 
to  whom  Captain  Lussan  (of  the  brig  Atlantic)  made  the  following 
statement:  ‘"I  was  taken  into  Key  West  in  this  same  Atlantic  while 
bound  for  this  port  by  a  United  States  vessel  as  a  prize,  and  lay  there 
thirty-six  dat^s,  but  I  was  smart  enough  to  fool  the  authorities,  not¬ 
withstanding  I  had  contraband  of  war  on  board.  I  escaped  from  them, 
sued  the  United  States  Government,  and  got  judgment  for  the  sum  of 
$10,000,  then  went  off  and  delivered  my  cargo  all  right,  which  cargo 
went  into  Brownsville,  Tex.,  via  Matamoras,  Mexico.”  The  captain  of 
the  said  vessel  further  added  that  “  If  }mu  do  not  look  out  I  will  fool 
vou  again;”  that  “I  have  been  in  such  business  a  long  time,  having 
run  the  blockade  during  the  Prussian  war,  and  if  you  are  not  very 
sharp  I  will  get  to  windward  of  you  again.” 

Mr.  Haggart,  of  New  York,  now  at  Matamoras,  can  testify  that  the 
brig  Atlantic  purchased  her  cotton  in  Brownsville,  Tex. 

The  U.  S.  gunboat  Cayuga  was  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 
The  Atlantic  will  be  sent  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication  this  evening 
or  to-morrow.  The  said  brig  Atlantic  hails  from  Nassau,  New  Provi¬ 
dence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Letter  from  Coiamander  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  II.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras,  regarding 

the  papers  of  the  captured  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

Off  Rio  Grande ,  August  11,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  10th  instant  I  seized  the  hermaphrodite  brig  Atlantic, 
of  Nassau,  lying  in  American  waters  off  the  coast  of  rl  exas,  she  hav¬ 
ing  violated  the  laws  of  the  blockade  and  of  nations.  Upon  being 
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asked  for  his  papers,  the  master  replied  that  they  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  British  consul  at  Matamoras.  By  the  laws  of  the  Navy  I  can 
not  suffer  the  master  of  a  captured  vessel  to  escape  nor  to  be  absent 
from  his  vessel.  1  could  not,  therefore,  permit  him  to  go  in  person  to 
procure  them,  but  I  gave  him  permission  to  send  his  mate,  and  offered 
him  every  facility.  I  have  detained  the  vessel  three  days  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  but  there  has  been  no  apparent  effort  on  the  part  of  the  master  to 
procure  them.  It  is  my  wish  to  give  an  accused  party  every  honest 
opportunity  to  clear  himself;  therefore,  if  the  papers  can  be  procured, 
I  will  take  them  with  me  to  New  Orleans,  where  the  vessel  has  been 
sent  for  adjudication. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander. 

Leonard  Pierce,  Jr., 

U  S.  Consul,  Matamoras. 


Letter  from  the  acting  British  consul  at  New  Orleans  to  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

asking  the  destination  of  the  prize. 

British  Consulate, 

New  Orleans ,  September  7,  1863. 

Sir:  On  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  British  brig  Atlantic ,  which 
vessel  was  taken  on  the  14th  [10th]  ultimo,  while  at  anchor  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  by  the  United  States  gunboat  Princess 
Royal ,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  inform  me  to  what 
port  the  brig  has  been  sent. 

The  agent  of  the  owners  is  now  in  this  city  with  papers  belonging 
to  and  relating  to  the  vessel,  and  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  be 
where  the  Atlantic  is  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  interests  of 
the  owners. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Coppell, 

Her  Majesty’s  Acting  Consul. 

Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Officer,  etc.,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Woolsey,  B.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  nonarrival  of  the  prize  at  New 

Orleans. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

New  Orleans,  September  8,  1863. 

Sir:  The  prize  brig  Atlantic,  which  sailed  from  the  Rio  Grande  on 
the  14th  ultimo,  has  not  vet  arrived  at  this  port,  to  which  she  was 
ordered  to  come.  It  therefore  becomes  my  duty  to  state  that  I  believe 
she  is  either  lost  or  recaptured. 

The  following  persons  composed  her  prize  crew,  viz:  Prize  master, 
Acting  Ensign  F.  Aug.  Miller;  Alexander  Gordon,  seaman;  Henry 
Jacobson,  seaman;  Charles  Kelly,  ordinary  seaman;  John  Sullivan, 
landsman;  William  A.  Gridley,  landsman;  Patrick  Higgins,  landsman. 
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James  H.  Titus,  the  mate  of  the  aforesaid  brig,  is  now  a  prisoner 
on  board  this  vessel. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Wools ev, 

Commander. 

Commodore  Henry  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Sq  uadron , 

U.  S.  Flagship  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  acting  British  consul  at  New  Orleans, 
stating  that  the  whereabouts  of  the  prize  is  unknown. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  September  17 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  note  of  this  day’s  date,  and  would  inform 
you  that  the  British  brig  Atlantic ,  seized  off  the  Rio  Grande  on  the 
14th  [10th]  of  August  last  by  Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey,  command¬ 
ing  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Princess  Royal ,  was  ordered  to  the  port  of  New 
Orleans.  She  has  not  been  heard  from  since. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

George  Coppell,  Esq., 

Her  Majesty’s  Acting  Consul ,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  calling  attention  to 
the  insufficient  number  of  the  prize  crew. 

Navy  Department,  September  16 ,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Department  would  call  your  attention  to  the  inadequate 
number  of  men  sent  by  Commander  Woolsey,  commanding  the  U.  S. 
S.  Princess  Royal ,  as  a  prize  crew  on  board  the  brig  Atlantic  (recap¬ 
tured  by  her  captain  and  crew). 

The  number  of  the  prize  crew  placed  on  board  was  seven,  including 
the  prize  master,  the  crew  of  the  captured  vessel,  including  the  cap¬ 
tain  and  one  bo}^  numbering  live. 

Very  respectfully 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  (ad  interim )  Western  Gulf 

Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Commander  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  response  to  the  Department’s  statement 

that  the  prize  crew  was  inadequate. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

New  Orleans ,  October  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  the 
letter  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  calling  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  inadequate  number  of  men  sent  as  a  prize  crew  on  board 
the  brig  Atlantic. 
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I  consider  the  officer  and  six  men  placed  on  board  the  Atlantic ,  well 
armed  and  well  supplied  with  ammunition,  as  ample  to  guard  the  cap¬ 
tain  and  four  men  unarmed,  particularly  as  the  prize  master  was  sup¬ 
plied  with  irons  with  which  to  coniine  three  of  the  five  men  at  night, 
or  Avhenever  he  should  deem  it  necessary  to  do  so. 

The  prize  crew  were  all  good  men,  and  one  of  them  one  of  the  best 
petty  officers  in  the  vessel. 

Acting  Ensign  F.  Aug.  Miller  was  selected  as  prize  master  because 
I  considered  him  one  of  the  most  intelligent  officers  I  have,  and  because 
he  was  fresh  from  a  two  years’  cruise  in  a  regular  man-of-war. 

The  Atlantic  was  within  signal  distance  of  this  vessel  three  days 
after  her  capture. 

I  had  Mr.  Miller  in  my  cabin  more  than  an  hour  upon  the  eve  of 
his  sailing,  and  no  intimation  was  given  that  his  force  was  inadequate. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander . 

Commander  Henry  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

U.  S.  Flagship  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commander  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  detailed  report  of  the  prize 
master,  Acting  Ensign  Miller,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

New  Orleans ,  October  12,  1863. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  forward  herewith  the  report  of  Acting  Ensign 
F.  Aug.  Miller,  relating  to  the  particulars  of  the  recapture  of  the  prize 
brig  Atlantic  under  his  charge;  also  his  log. 

Mr.  James  H.  Titus,  the  mate  of  the  Atlantic ,  was  brought  on 
board  this  vessel  a  prisoner,  in  consequence  of  a  representation  by  Mr. 
Miller  that  he  would  probably  give  trouble.  The  captured  crew 
remaining  on  board  the  Atlantic  consisted  of  her  master,  three  men, 
and  a  bo}'.  The  prize  crew  consisted  of  Mr.  Miller  (armed  with  his 
side  arms  and  revolver),  and  six  men,  armed  with  a  sword  and  pistol 
each  and  20  rounds  of  ball  cartridges.  They  were  also  supplied  with 
four  pairs  of  irons.  I  relieved  Mr.  Miller  and  sent  for  him  in  mjr  cabin 
upon  the  eve  of  his  sailing.  After  inspecting  his  chart  and  directing  him 
as  to  the  course  he  should  steer  and  giving  him  the  usual  instructions 
to  prize  masters,  I  cautioned  him  to  keep  his  men  armed  all  the  time 
and  to  keep  them  aft  and  to  make  the  watch  below  sleep  alongside  the 
man  at  the  wheel,  so  that  they  could  be  aroused  in  an  instant  in  case  of 
alarm;  to  send  the  brig’s  men,  and  not  the  prize  crew,  aloft,  or,  in 
case  it  should  be  necessary  to  send  the  prize  crew  aloft,,  to  put  the 
brig’s  crew  in  irons  first;  to  confine  them  and  keep  them  forward  at 
night,  and  to  keep  the  master  of  the  brig  aft  at  all  times. 

I  ordered  the  executive  officer  to  select  one  of  the  best  pett}^  officers 
in  the  ship  to  relieve  Mr.  Miller  and  to  select  the  prize  crew  with  care. 
I  directed  Mr.  Miller  to  ascertain  by  search  what  liquor  the  master 
might  have  and  to  throw  it  overboard  before  sailing.  He  was  ordered 
to  proceed  direct  to  New  Orleans  and  to  take  no  advice  nor  sugges¬ 
tions  from  the  captured  captain. 
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For  some  reason  which  I  have  not  yet  learned  one  of  the  first  things 
the  prize  master  did  was  to  suspect  his  own  men,  who  had  been  selected 
with  care,  and  then  to  disarm  them,  stowing  the  arms  away  in  a  chest 
in  the  cabin.  By  allowing  the  prize  crew  and  the  brig’s  crew  to  mix 
together  and  the  master  to  go  forward  and  converse  with  both,  ample 
opportunity  was  given  for  a  clandestine  arrangement. 

If  there  is  to  be  any  extenuation  for  Mr.  Miller,  I  would  respectfully 
state  that  I  have  found  him  to  be  one  of  the  most  intelligent  officers 
iu  the  ship,  and  he  had  ever  been  vigilant  and  conscientious  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  his  duties,  and  evincing  marked  zeal  and  courage  both  under 
fire  and  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  the  ship. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander. 

Commodore  Henry  H.  Bell, 


Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

U.  S.  Flagship  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

New  Orleans ,  October  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  forward  you  my  log,  kept  while 
on  board  the  prize  brig  Atlantic ,  and  also  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  circumstances  attendant  on  the  capture  of  said  vessel 
from  the  prize  crew  placed  on  board  by  your  orders  on  the  10th  of 
August  last,  by  the  former  crew  and  master. 

The  night  preceding  the  departure  of  the  vessel  from  Matamoras,  1 
stated  to  Lieutenant  McKay,  the  executive  officer  of  the  Princess 
Royal ,  that  I  did  not  feel  any  confidence  in  any  of  the  men  placed 
under  my  charge  for  various  reasons,  and  would  not,  on  that  account, 
place  arms  in  their  hands;  this  determination  was  strengthened  by  the 
following  circumstances: 

On  the  first  day  out,  having  only  two  men  capable  of  steering  the 
vessel,  the  others  not  fit  to  take  the  helm  even  with  constant  oversight, 
and  the  former  master  of  the  vessel,  Lussan,  offering  me  the  services 
of  his  men  as  helmsmen  conditionally,  I  placed  one  of  them  in  each  watch 
to  act  as  helmsman  alone,  telling  the  man  Gordon,  to  whom  I  had  given 
charge  of  the  port  watch,  to  keep  a  lookout  on  them,  I  took  charge  of  the 
starboard  watch  myself,  although  frequently  visiting  the  deck  during 
the  night  watches  when  Gordon  had  charge  of  the  deck,  and  during 
the  day  keeping  a  constant  surveillance  over  the  actions  of  Lussan. 
The  third  day  out  I  saw  Gordon  and  the  former  master  of  the  vessel 
in  conversation;  it  ceasing  upon  my  approach,  and  Gordon  walking  off; 
this  aroused  my  suspicions,  and  afterwards  I  stood  no  watch,  butevery 
two  or  three  hours  would  visit  the  deck,  giving  a  standing  order  that 
I  should  be  called  in  the  event  of  the  wind  freshening  or  the  vessel 
not  being  able  to  lay  her  course.  The  cabin  of  the  vessel,  I  would 
state,  is  on  deck;  in  dimensions  about  12  feet  square,  folding  doors 
both  forward  and  aft;  said  doors  kept  constantly  open  by  my  orders; 
during  the  night  I  laid  on  two  trunks  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  after 
door,  my  head  on  a  stool;  apart  from  the  responsibility  of  my  situa¬ 
tion,  my  position,  from  its  uneasiness  alone,  would  cause  me  to  be 
wakeful  during  the  night.  The  arms  belonging  to  the  prize  crew  I 
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did  not  feel  justified  in  placing  in  their  hands,  for,  with  all  but  two  of 
my  men,  it  would  have  been  the  same  as  placing  them  in  the  hands  of 
the  old  crew,  supposing  them  to  have  been  faithful  even,  for  besides  the 
intimate  manner  in  which  the  members  of  the  two  crews  mingled,  I, 
on  several  occasions,  caught  the  lookouts  that  I  stationed  napping. 
One  of  the  trunks  on  which  I  laid  during  the  night  contained  these 
arms,  together  with  the  ensign,  irons,  papers,  etc.,  belonging  to  the 
Government;  my  revolver  was  always  lying  halfcocked  by  my  side 
with  my  sword  in  the  bunk  near  me  within  grasping  distance;  the 
doors  of  the  cabin,  as  I  have  stated  before,  were  always  to  be  kept 
open,  I  having  given  special  orders  about  it,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
recapture  of  the  vessel,  the  man  at  the  wheel,  if  he  had  been  so  dis¬ 
posed,  could  have  leaned  over  the  binnacle  and,  without  much  exertion, 
have  touched  me  as  1  lay. 

The  vessel  was  recaptured  at  about  4  or  5  a.  m.  on  the  23d  of 
August  last.  I  was  awakened  by  a  sense  of  suffocation  and  found 
upon  opening  my  e}Tes  that  Lussan  had  a  large  handkerchief  or  a  towel 
round  my  neck,  with  which  he  choked  me;  the  stool  on  which  1113’  head 
ordinarily  rested  had  been  apparently  thrown  aside,  as  my  head  was 
held  between  his  knees;  one  of  his  men  sat  on  ni3r  feet,  binding  them 
over  the  end  and  edge  of  the  trunk,  while  another  man  and  his  boy 
held  my  hands,  endeavoring  to  secure  them.  After  an  ineffectual 
resistance,  he  first  bound  me  hand  and  foot,  and  then  removing  the 
trunks  placed  irons  on  1113"  legs  and  removed  me  to  a  small  store  room 
forward  of  the  cabin  and  about  3-  feet  square;  this  was  my  place  of 
confinement  during  the  day  until  we  reached  Havana.  At  night  I  was 
taken  into  the  cabin  and  permitted  to  lie  on  a  sofa  in  front  of  the  after 
door,  under  guard.  It  is  evident  that  a  narcotic  must  have  been 
administered  to  me,  as  I  not  only  did  not  awake  after  turning  in  the 
previous  night  at  10:  30,  but  as  also,  after  the  recapture  of  the  vessel, 
1,  notwithstanding  the  mental  agony  that  1  was  suffering,  attended 
also  with  some  slight  degree  of  physical  discomfort,  again  fell  asleep, 
and  did  not  awaken  until  aroused  by  Lussan,  and  feeling  stupid  and 
drowsy  during  the  whole  of  the  da3T. 

I  was  the  only  person  confined  in  any  manner  after  the  recapture 
of  the  vessel,  the  men  of  the  prize  crew  being  allowed  to  stay  on 
deck,  though  ordered  to  remain  forward.  Upon  arriving  in  Havana 
I  was  kept  in  confinement  until  the  captain  of  the  port  came  on  board, 
when  I  was  released.  I  protested  against  leaving  the  vessel,  and  asked 
the  captain,  through  the  means  of  a  gentleman  in  his  boat  who  spoke 
English,  if  I  could  not  retake  the  brig.  He  said  that  he  could  say 
nothing  about  the  matter,  having  no  j urisdiction  over  the  affair.  Upon 
landing,  I  was  treated  with  the  greatest  consideration  and  kindness  b3r 
the  Spanish  authorities. 

Mr.  Savage,  acting  consul-general  at  Havana,  upon  my  making  a 
statement  of  the  case  to  him,  made  a  formal  demand  upon  the  Spanish 
authorities  that  the  brig  should  be  given  up,  but  the  matter,  when  I 
left  the  island  for  Key  West,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  had  but  little 
advanced,  being  referred,  it  seems,  to  the  Spanish  minister  at  Wash¬ 
ington  for  final  decision.  I  would  furthermore  state  that  I  was  informed 
from  the  consulate  that  my  men,  having  been  taken  under  its  charge, 
seemed  always  to  have  money,  and  also  that  all  of  them  but  the  man 
Gordon  disappeared  upon  the  time  of  their  departure  approaching.  It  is 
certain  that  some  of  the  men  proved  to  be  traitors,  as  it  is  impossible  that 
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six  men  should  be  taken  without  the  slightest  alarm  being  given,  and  this 
it  seems  was  the  case,  by  their  own  admission,  Gordon  and  Kelly  even, 
although  they  stated  that  they  resisted,  neither  crying  out  nor  scuffling 
even.  Jacobson,  who  was  at  the  wheel,  was  either  a  most  infernal  cow¬ 
ard  or  else  was  in  the  interest  of  Lussan.  I  think,  sir,  that  every  pre¬ 
caution  was  adopted  b}r  me  to  guard  against  the  recapture  of  the  ves¬ 
sel  that,  under  the  circumstances,  it  was  possible  to  adopt.  After  her 
recapture  I  managed  to  tile  through  my  irons  with  a  penknife  that  I 
procured  from  the  cabin  one  night,  but  upon  asking  my  men  to  smug¬ 
gle  a  belaying  pin  into  my  place  of  confinement  they  declined  upon 
the  ground  that  too  strict  a  watch  was  kept  upon  them  when  they 
were  allowed  to  converse  with  me.  This,  with  other  circumstances, 
showed  me  plainly,  as  I  thought,  that  1  would  meet  with  no  coopera¬ 
tion  on  their  part  (unless  successful  before  demanding  it)  in  the  event 
of  mv  attempting  the  recapture  of  the  vessel,  the  motions  I  made  in 
that  direction  producing  nothing  but  threats  and  the  handling  of 
revolvers  by  the  former  master  of  the  vessel.  My  treatment  after  the 
recapture  of  the  vessel  was  upon  the  whole  very  good — much  better 
than  one  would  naturally  expect — except  at  certain  times,  when  the 
master  of  the  brig  seemed  to  suppose  that  I  was  about  to  attempt  a 
recapture. 

Permit  me  to  add  in  connection  with  this  affair  that  after  the  recap¬ 
ture  of  the  vessel,  while  heading  for  the  coast  of  Cuba  on  the  26th  of 
August  last,  Lussan  informed  me  that  an  American  side-wheel  gunboat 
had  passed  us,  steering  to  the  northward,  during  the  morning,  and 
that  he  had  hoisted  the  French  flag,  having  painted  a  number  (14)  on 
each  of  his  bows  and  quarters  and  intending  to  pass  himself  off  as 
a  French  transport.  On  September  2,  also  while  off  the  coast  of 
Cuba,  Bahia  Flonda  to  the  southward  of  us,  a  United  States  brig  of 
war  passed  us,  standing  to  eastward  and  northward,  at  first  steering  for 
us,  but,  upon  Lussan’s  hoisting  the  French  colors,  keeping  off  again. 
As  she  passed  out  of  my  sight  she  seemed  to  be  sending  up  her  fore- 
royal  yard,  Lussan  saying  that  he  was  not  at  all  afraid  of  the  Yankee 
cruisers;  he  had  seen  too  many  of  them;  and  further  divulged  during 
his  boasting  that  the  negro  pilots  employed  on  our  gunboats  on  our 
Southern  coast  and  off  Nassau  write  to  their  wives  the  stations  and 
anticipated  movements  of  the  vessels,  the  women  selling  the  letters  to 
the  secessionists. 

Hoping  that  the  preceding  statements  may  prove  satisfactorily  that 
I  at  least  endeavored  to  do  my  duty, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Aug.  Miller, 

Acting  Ensign ,  II.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  M.  B.  Woolsev,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal ,  New  Orleans ,  la. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  return  of  two  of  the  prize  crew  and 

desertion  of  the  balance  at  Havana. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La.,  October  30 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Acting  Ensign  F.  Augustus  Miller,  prize  master  of  the  brig 
Atlantic ,  recaptured  by  the  original  crew  and  taken  into  Havana, 
returned  to  the  Princess  Royal  on  the  9th  instant,  accompanied  by 


452 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Alexander  Gordon,  captain  of  forecastle.  The  rest  of  the  prize  crew, 
Henry  Jacobson,  seaman;  Charles  Kelly,  ordinary  seaman;  John  Sul¬ 
livan,  landsman;  William  A.  Gridley,  landsman;  Patrick  Higgins, 
landsman,  deserted  at  Havana,  and  I  incline  to  the  belief  that,  although 
Gordon  has  returned  to  his  ship,  he  and  the  prize  crew  were  willing 
captives  and  were  accessory  to  the  recapture  of  that  vessel,  though 
there  is  no  proof  of  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal,  Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey. 

August  10 ,  1863. — At  anchor  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
From  4  to  6  p.  m.:  Sent  Acting  Master  Gover,  with  Acting  Ensign 
Miller  and  a  prize  crew  of  5  men,  on  board  the  English  bi’igantine 
Atlantic  to  take  charge  of  her  as  a  prize  to  the  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  The  first  cutter  returned,  having  left  Ensign 
Miller  and  prize  crew  on  board  the  brigantine  Atlantic  and  taken 
possession  of  her,  she  being  loaded  with  cotton.  Also  bringing  her 
master  (Captain  Lussan)  on  board  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Gover. 

August  11. — At  5  a.  m.  sent  captain  of  the  brig  Atlantic  on  board 
that  vessel. 

August  12. — At  4:40  a.  m.  signals  from  prize  brig  Atlantic. 
Answered  and  sent  boat  to  her.  Boat  returned,  giving  information 
that  George  Wilbery  and  William  Fields,  seamen,  had  deserted  from 
the  brig  by  cutting  away  a  boat  from  the  stern  davits,  and  had  landed 
on  the  Texan  shore.  At  9:10  the  executive  officer  went  on  board  the 
prize  brig  Atlantic.  At  1:30  p.  m.  transferred  three  men  to  the  brig 
Atlantic. 

August  13. — From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Received  on  board  Mr.  Titus, 
mate  of  the  brig  Atlantic.  The  following  men  comprise  the  prize 
crew  of  the  British  brig  Atlantic:  Alexander  Gordon,  seaman;  Henry 
Jacobson,  seaman;  Charles  Kelly,  ordinary  seaman;  John  Sullivan, 
landsman;  William  A.  Gridley,  landsman;  Patrick  Higgins,  landsman, 
with  6  pistols,  cutlasses  and  belts  complete;  1  revolver,  frog,  and  box; 
also  transfer  accounts,  descriptive  lists,  and  clothes  lists,  all  in  charge 
of  Acting  Ensign  F.  Aug.  Miller,  prize  master. 

August  lh- — At  11 : 15  a.  m.  the  prize  brig  Atlantic  got  underway  and 
proceeded  to  sea. 

October  10.  — [New  Orleans].  —  F rom  8  to  meridian :  Acting  Ensign  F. 
Aug.  Miller  and  Alexander  Gordon,  captain  forecastle,  reported  on 
board. 


Capture  of  the  British  schooner  Flying  Scud ,  of  Nassau ,  New 
Providence ,  August  If  1863. 

Report  of  Commander  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

Off  Rio  Grande ,  August  If  1863. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  particulars  of 
the  seizure  of  the  schooner  Flying  Scud.  On  the  12th  instant  Pay- 
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master  J.  H.  Stevenson  and  Lieutenant  C.  E.  McKay,  of  this  vessel, 
returned  from  Matamoras,  where  they  had  been  on  duty,  and  Pay¬ 
master  J.  H.  Stevenson  communicated  to  me  the  following  statement: 
“I  was  informed  at  Matamoras  by  Mr.  Haggart  that  the  schooner 
Flying  Scud  had  obtained  her  cotton  directly  from  Texas.  I  also 
ascertained  from  the  captain  of  the  brig  Atlantic  that  the  Flying  Scud 
ran  the  blockade  into  Brazos,  Tex.,  and  there  landed  65,000  pounds  of 
powder,  7  tons  of  horseshoes,  and  between  four  and  five  thousand 
dollars’  worth  of  medicines.  He  also  informed  me  that  she  took  a 
number  of  bales  of  cotton  on  board  at  that  place,  and  came  direct  from 
thereto  this  place.”  This  statement  has  been  confirmed  by  the  crew 
of  the  Flying  Scud.  These  statements  were  made  in  the  presence  of 
Lieutenant  C.  E.  McKay,  of  this  vessel. 

Captain  Lussan,  of  the  brig  Atlantic ,  stated  to  Lieutenant  McKay 
that  the  captured  vessels  Atlantic  and  Flying  Scud  belonged  to  the 
same  parties  that  owned  the  Mem-phis  and  other  blockade  runners. 
The  master  of  the  Flying  Scud  refuses  to  come  on  board  this  vessel, 
although  every  opportunity  has  been  offered  to  enable  him  to  procure 
his  papers  or  prove  his  innocence.  He  can  not  be  arrested,  as  he  is  on 
Mexican  soil. 

B.  L.  Woolsey,  captain’s  clerk,  of  this  vessel,  states  that  when  we 
were  about  to  board  the  Flying  Scud  the  captain  of  the  Atlantic 
remarked,  “  What  is  the  matter  with  the  Flying  Scud?  You  seem  to 
find  us  all  out.”  This  was  said  without  any  intimation  being  made  to 
the  aforesaid  captain  that  we  intended  to  seize  the  Flying  Scud.  The 
,U.  S.  gunboat  Cayuga  was  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

'  Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Abstract  log  of  tbe  IT.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal,  Commander  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

August  12,  1863. — At  5  p.  m.  spoke  the  Danish  brig  Finnan;  sent  a 
boat  to  her;  examined  her  papers;  all  correct.  Returned  to  the  roads 
and  sent  a  boat  alongside  the  British  schooner  Flying  Scud,  of  Nassau, 
New  Providence.  At  6  p.  m.  Acting  Master  Gover  with  second  cutter 
and  5  men  returned  on  board.  At  6:30  p.  m.  sent.  Acting  Master 
Gover  with  9  men  on  board  the  British  schooner  Flying  Scud.  At  7 
came  to  anchor;  bar  of  the  Rio  Grande  S.  by  compass,  distant  4  miles. 
Note. — At  7  p.  m.  took  charge  of  the  British  schooner  Flying  Scud, 
of  Nassau,  New  Providence;  seized  her  as  a  prize  to  the  United  States 
Government,  she  having  previously  run  the  blockade  in  and  out  of 
Brazos,  Tex.  At  the  time  of  capturing  the  Flying  Scud  the  U.  S. 
gunboat  Cayuga  was  distant  about  half  a  mile  from  us,  within  signal 

distance.  , 

August  If — At  4  p.  m.  sent  prize  crew  to  the  Flying  Scud  with 
their  bags  and  hammocks,  transfer  accounts,  and  descriptive  lists. 
Also  five  pistols,  cutlasses,  belts,  accouterments  complete.  One  revolver, 
complete.  At  5:30  Acting  Ensign  Paine  came  on  board  and  received 
his  instructions  and  returned  on  board  [the  prize].  At  6:30  p.  m.  the 
prize  schooner  Flying  Scud  got  underway  and  proceeded  to  sea. 
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Letter  from  Commander  Wooisey,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  TJ.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras,  Mexico, 
regarding  the  refusal  of  the  master  of  the  prize  to  come  aboard. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

Off  Rio  Grande ,  August  If  1863. 

Sir:  The  American-built  schooner  Flying  Scud  was  found  lying  in 
American  waters,  having  violated  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and 
the  blockade,  and  I  seized  her  on  the  12th  instant.  No  papers  were 
found  on  board,  neither  was  the  master  on  board,  and  lie  has  not  come 
on  board  since;  furthermore,  he  has  sent  word  that  he  does  not  intend 
to  come.  If  the  master  of  that  vessel  does  not  plead  guilty  he  will 
certainly  come  on  board  and  endeavor  to  clear  himself.  The  Flying 
Scud  has  been  detained  here  since  the  time  of  her  capture  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  the  master  an  opportunity  to  get  on  board  with  his 
papers.  She  will  be  sent  to  New  Orleans  to-day  for  adjudication.  The 
traffic  she  has  been  engaged  in  has  covered  her  and  all  connected  with 
her  with  infamy.  It  is  lamentable  that  the  British  flag  should  be  used 
for  such  purposes. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander . 

Leonard  Pierce,  Jr., 

TJ.  S.  Consul ,  Matamoras. 


Report  of  Commander  Mullany ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of 
the  capture  of  the  schoonen -  Betsey ,  off  Corpus  Christ i ,  Tex. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  August  12,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Antona  arrived  here  this  morning  from  the  Rio  Grande  in 
a  crippled  condition. 

1  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  a  survey  held  on  her  boilers  and 
machinery,  and  as  the  propeller  in  its  present  state  is  useless  and  can 
not  be  repaired  here,  I  have  directed  the  commander  of  the  Bermuda 
to  tow  her  to  New  Orleans. 

Acting  Master  Chase,  late  commander  of  the  Antona ,  came  up  in 
her  from  the  Rio  Grande,  having  been  released  by  General  Bee,  of 
Texas,  the  day  after  his  capture.  I  have  directed  him  to  take  passage 
to  New  Orleans  in  the  Antona  and  there  report  to  you. 

I  enclose  for  your  information  copies  of  reports  received  from 
Commander  Woolsey,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal ,  and  Act¬ 
ing  Master  Wells,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Antona. 

Nothing  of  note  has  transpired  here  since  your  departure.  The 
enemy  is  still  at  work  on  the  battery  at  Pelican  Spit.  I  can  not  dis¬ 
cover,  however,  that  he  has  mounted  any  guns  yet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
Commander  and  Senior  Office)'  Present. 

Commodore  H.  II.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola,  off  New  Orleans. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Antona, 

Off  Galveston ,  August  18,  1863. 

Sir:  1  beg  leave  to  submit,  very  respectfully,  the  following  report: 
Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  I  sailed  from  Galveston  on  the  1th 
instant  on  blockade  service  on  the  coast  of  Texas,  standing  off  and  on, 
never  farther  than  30  miles  from,  or  nearer  than  about  12  miles  to, 
the  land.  On  the  5th  instant  I  saw  and  chased  a  fore-and-aft  schooner, 
but  darkness  coming  on  within  an  hour  after  she  was  first  seen,  it  was 
impossible  for  us  to  come  up  with  her  before  she  escaped.  On  the 
6th,  Corpus  Christi  W.  by  N.,  16  miles,  Rio  Grande  S.  |W.,  93  miles, 
captured  schooner  Betsey ,  under  English  colors,  from  Matamoras  for 
New  Orleans,  with  general  cargo,  having  no  manifest  and  no  register, 
and  being  only  16  miles  from  the  land;  put  an  officer  and  prize  crew 
on  board  and  sent  her  to  New  Orleans  for  condemnation.  August  8, 
arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  reported  to  Commander 
Woolsey,  of  U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal ,  and  on  the  10th  sailed  from 
thence  for  Galveston,  under  orders  and  dispatches  from  Commander 
Woolsey  for  the  senior  naval  officer  off  this  place.  On  the  12th 
arrived  off  Galveston  without  having  experienced  anything  worthy  of 
note  on  the  passage,  and  came  to  an  anchor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

L.  Wells, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Antona. 

Senior  Naval  Officer  off  Galveston. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master  Jordan ,  TJ.  8. 

Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Hollyhock ,  to  goroceed  to  Pass  a  V  Outre 

in  search  of  suspicious  vessels. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  18,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Hollyhock  without  delay  to  Pass  a 
l’Outre  to  look  after  a  white  boat  with  a  skiff  astern,  which  has  been 
reported  to  me  as  being  a  suspicious  character  and  unknown  in  those 
waters.  She  was  seen  at  3  p.  m.  to-day  about  10  miles  back  of  Pass 
a  l’Outre. 

You  will  make  diligent  enquiries  and  examinations  after  this  or  any 
other  suspected  vessel,  and  bring  in  any  boat  not  belonging  to  the 
Passes  which  you  may  find  there  without  a  passport  signed  by  myself 
or  Major-General  Banks. 

After  satisfying  yourself  of  the  real  character  of  the  boats  about 
the  Passes,  and  that  there  is  nothing  piratical  nor  rebel  in  the  adjacent 
waters,  return  to  this  city. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  gyro  tern. 

Acting  Master  M.  Jordan, 

Commanding  U  8.  8.  Hollyhock. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Steam 
Engineering,  urging  efficiency  in  fitting  of  vessels. 


Navy  Department,  August  12,  18G3. 


Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch*  dated  the  30th  ultimo, 
from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  and  invite  your  attention  to  the  subject 
to  which  it  refers — that  is,  the  inefficient  condition  of  the  steamers 
sent  out  to  his  squadron.  Much  of  the  difficulty  is  attributed  to  the 
employment  of  incompetent  and  neglectful  persons  in  the  engineer 
department. 

The  Department  hopes  that  no  efforts  will  be  spared  to  properly  fit 
and  render  efficient  for  service  the  steamers  sent  out  to  the  squadrons, 
and  that  every  endeavor  will  be  made  to  improve  the  Engineer  Corps, 
especially  the  temporary  branch  of  it,  and  to  guard  against  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  incompetent  persons. 

With  a  view  to  remedy  the  existing  evil  of  appointing  incapable 
persons  as  acting  assistant  engineers,  and  of  selecting  those  that  are 
qualified  for  the  important  and  responsible  duties  devolving  upon 
them,  I  have  addressed  a  circular  letter  (copy  enclosed)  to  the  com¬ 
mandants  at  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Washington  on  the 
subject  of  such  appointments.  If  these  requirements  are  complied 
with,  it  is  believed  there  will  be  much  less  complaint  in  future  of  the 
incompetency  of  the  engineers  on  temporary  duty  in  the  Navy. 

Very  respectfully, 


B.  F.  Isherwood,  Esq., 

Chief  Bureau  Steam  Engineering . 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Commander  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  XT.  S.  consul  at 
Matamoras,  Mexico,  forwarding  demand  for  the  expulsion  or  deten¬ 
tion  of  the  steamer  Sir  William  Peel. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

Off  Bio  Grande,  August  12,  1863. 

Sir:  Herewith,  I  respectfully  enclose,  to  be  forwarded  through 
you,  a  demand  for  the  detention  or  expulsion  of  the  steam  bark  Sir 
William  Peel.  If,  however,  you  find  it  expedient  to  modify  or  alter 
the  language  of  my  letter  in  any  way,  so  as  to  better  subserve  the 
interests  of  the  United  States  Government,  I  beg  you  will  confer  with 
me,  that  the  Mexican  authorities  may  at  once  have  the  opportunity  to 
take  that  immediate  action  which  the  case  requires.  1  would  also 
request  of  his  Excellency,  the  governor  of  Matamoras,  that  the  start¬ 
ing  point  of  the  boundary  sea  line,  established  by  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  be  defined  by  some  conspicuous  and  imper¬ 
ishable  mark. 

This  also  requires  prompt  action,  as  I  am  daily  obliged  do  exercise 
my  authority  in  United  States  waters,  and  in  such  cases  I  can  not 
wait  to  confer  with  the  authorities  on  shore. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VI.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander. 

Leonard  Pierce,  Jr., 

U.  S.  Consul,  Matamoras,  Mexico, 


*  See  p.  428. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

At  Matamoras ,  August  13 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Late  last  evening- 1  received  a  dispatch  from  Commander  M.  B. 
Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal ,  dated 
August  12,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

Off  Boca  del  Rio  Grande,  August  12,  1863. 

Sir:  My  instructions  require  me  to  demand  of  the  Mexican  authorities  the  imme¬ 
diate  expulsion  or  detention  of  any  vessel  lying  in  Mexican  waters  which  I  have 
reason  to  believe  is  fitting  for  a  privateer.  *  *  *  And  I  wish  further  to  represent 
that  if  the  Mexican  Government  is  not  in  possession  of  the  force  to  exercise  its 
authority  beyond  the  sea  beach,  then,  in  the  present  case,  I  have  the  force. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Leonard  Pierce,  Jr., 

U.  S.  Consul,  Matamoras,  Mexico. 


Therefore,  I,  the  undersigned,  for  Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey,  and 
as  the  representative  of  the  United  States  at  this  port,  do  demand,  in 
the  name  and  by  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  the  detention  or  immediate  expulsion  of  the  steam  bark 
Sir  William  Peel ,  now  wearing  English  colors  and  lyiug  in  Mexican 
waters  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Matamoras. 

I  would  also  request  of  your  Excellencjr  that  some  conspicuous  and 
imperishable  mark  might  be  placed  at  the  starting  point  of  the  boun¬ 
dary  line  established  by  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico. 

An  early  reply  is  respectfully  solicited. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient, 

L.  Pierce,  Jr., 

U.  S.  Consul. 


His  Excellency  Don  Manuel  Ruiz, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Tamaulijpas,  Matamoras ,  Present. 


Letter  from  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras ,  Mexico ,  to  Commander  Wool¬ 
sey,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  copy  of  letter  sent  to  the  governor  of 
Tamaulipas. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Matamoras ,  August  13 ,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Webster  returned  late  last  evening  with  two  documents 
from  you.  I  enclose  herewith  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  governor, 
and,  as  soon  as  I  receive  the  reply,  shall  forward  it  forthwith  or  go 
down  myself. 

I  went  up  this  morning  and  examined  the  manifest  of  the  Celt  at 
the  custom-house  brokers,  and  her  cargo,  as  entered  at  this  custom¬ 
house,  consisted  of  259  cases  of  boots  and  shoes,  some  300  bales  of 
blankets,  ready-made  clothing,  and  an  assortment  of  dry  goods,  such 
as  cassimeres,  'broadcloths,  etc.  I  can  not  ascertain  that  she  had  any¬ 
thing  like  arms  or  ammunition,  although  such  is  the  report  about 
town.  The  blankets  are  gray,  and  such  as  are  used  by  soldiers,  and 


458  WEST  CIULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

there  is  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  but  that  they  are  intended  for  rebel 
consumption. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

L.  Pierce,  Jr., 

U.  S.  Consul . 

Commander  M.  If.  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal. 

August  Ilf. — The  Celt  has  been  searched  and  nothing  can  lie  found 
to  criminate  her.  Her  papers  were  procured  from  the  British  consul, 
examined  on  board  the  Princess  Royal ,  and  found  to  be  correct. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  she  brought  goods  for  the  rebels,  but  so  far  no 
evidence  can  be  procured  to  convict  her. 


Letter  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras  to  Commander  Woolsey , 

U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  the  too  frequent  release  of  vessels  l>y  the 

Government. 

U.  S.  Consulate, 
Matamoras ,  August  13,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  so  completely  overrun  with  business  that  it  will  be 
impossible  for  me  to  go  down  until  the  first  of  the  week,  if  then.  1 
am  busily  engaged  in  procuring  evidence  in  the  case  of  the  Lalman, 
according  to  the  enclosed  dispatch,  which  I  send  down  for  your  perusal. 

The  Lalman  was  seized  in  the  fall  of  1861,  and  at  the  time  I  wrote 
to  the  State  Departmental!  about  her,  every  word  of  which  I  could  have 
supported  by  affidavits,  but  still  they  released  her,  and  at  this  late  day 
call  upon  me  for  all  the  testimony  1  can  get,  when  most  of  the  witnesses 
are  out  of  town  or  dead.  I  send  you  also  a  leaf  from  my  copybook, 
which  is  a  facsimile  of  my  letter  to  the  governor.  These  authorities 
are  noted  for  their  tardiness,  and  if  1  had  put  it  in  any  other  form 
they  would  be  liable  to  make  excuse's.  1  sincerely  hope  our  Govern¬ 
ment  will  not  be  so  prone  to  release  vessels  that  are  seized  hereafter  as 
they  have  been.  The  Surprise ,  I  feel  convinced,  is  bound  to  Brazos 
River,  some  30  miles  west  of  Galveston.  Perhaps  it  would  be  well  to 
let  her  go  out  and  follow  her  until  she  reaches  the  Texas  coast  and  then 
seize  her.  The  Oscar  has  a  cargo  for  a  man  by  the  name  of  Rodgate. 
One  year  ago  last  June  I  spent  a  week  on  board  of  the  Montgomery , 
then  lying  oil'  the  bar,  and  while  on  shore  one  day  I  met  this  man  Rod- 
gate.  He  told  me  he  was  going  to  Europe  to  buy  medicines,  or  that 
he  had  made  the  rebels  believe  so,  and  at  the  same  time  I  received  a 
letter  from  this  office,  which  I  also  send  you  to  read  (which,  with  the 
dispatch,  please  return  to  me  by  the  messenger),  and  he  was  also  taken 
on  the  Peterliof ,  released,  and  came  direct  to  this  point  and  through 
to  Texas.  If  he  has  any  medicines  on  board,  which  I  can  easily  find 
out,  the  proof  is  positive  that  he  is,  as  represented  in  the  enclosed 
letter,  an  agent  for  the  rebels. 

It  will  take  some  time  to  clear  this  place  thoroughly  as  it  should  be; 
still  the  presence  of  your  ship  is  felt  here  and  causes  a  deal  of  excite¬ 
ment. 


Very  truly, 


L.  Pierce,  Jr., 

U.  S.  Consul. 


Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  XT.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal. 
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P.  S. — If  you  have  any  more  demands  to  make,  it  will  afford  me 
much  pleasure  to  make  them  for  you. 


L.  P.,  Jr. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations  in 

search  of  s'uspected  vessels. 


U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  13,  1863. 

Sir:  I  was  informed  last  night  by  telegram  from  the  Passes  that  a 
strange  “  rowboat,  having  a  skiff  in  tow,”  was  observed  yesterday  after¬ 
noon  “  about  10  miles  back  of  Pass  a  l’Outre.” 

I  immediately  sent  the  U.  S.  S.  Hollyhock ,  Acting  Master  M.  Jordan, 
to  look  after  her.  The  Hollyhock  should  have  reached  the  Pass  by 
sunrise  this  morning,  and  will  doubtless  intercept  the  boat  referred  to 
if  she  be  about  the  Passes.  The  U.  S.  ship  Brooklyn,  Captain  George 
Emmons,  started  for  New  York  at  5:  30  this  morning. 

Captain  Emmons  contemplates  stopping  off  Charleston. 

I  have  heard  nothing  from  the  Rio  Grande,  and  presume  all  is  right 
there.  The  Princess  Royal,  Cayuga,  and  Antona  were  there  and  in 
adjacent  waters,  looking  after  the  Sir  William  Peel  and  other  sus¬ 
pected  vessels. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Sq  uadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Better  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Goldsborough , 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  vessels  for  the  Mobile  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  August  13,  1863. 

Sir:  I  dispatch  the  Monongahela  to  you  to-day  for  blockade  duty. 
The  machinists  are  all  engaged  on  the  damaged  vessels  in  port.  As 
soon  as  there  is  a  party  to  work  upon  the  Pinola,  say  within  ten  days, 
I  will  have  her  sent  here  for  the  needful  repairs. 

1  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  about  the  enemy  inside  and  the 
blockading  vessels,  as  opportunities  occur,  and  also  that  your  health 
is  improving. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

II.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Captain  Goldsborough, 

U.  S.  Prig  ate  Colorado,  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile  Bar. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Sartori ,  TJ  ■  8. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Monongahela. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  13 ,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela  oft  Mobile  bar 
and  report  to  the  senior  officer  for  blockading  duty  there. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  L.  C.  Sartori,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Monongahela. 


Letter  from  the  TJ.  8.  consul  at  Matamoras ,  Mexico ,  to  Commander 

Woolsey ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Princess  Royal ,  trans¬ 
mitting  copy  of  response  of  the  governor  of  Tamaulipas. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Matamoras ,  August  15,  1863. 

Sir:  1  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  governor’s  answer  to  the 
demand.  As  usual  with  them,  it  is  very  indirect,  but  I  shall  await 
your  reply. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

L.  Pierce,  Jr., 

TJ.  8.  Consul. 

Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Princess  Royal,  off  Rio  Chxinde. 

[Enclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Governor  and  Military  Commander  of  Tamaulipas, 

[August  Ik,  1863. ] 

Mr.  Consul:  Yesterday  at  12  o’clock  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  dispatch  of  the  same  date  in  which  you  insert  copy  of  one 
directed  to  you  from  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  12th  instant 
by  Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey,  commanding  steamer  Princess  Royal ,  of 
the  U.  S.  Navy,  containing  a  part  of  the  instructions  which  he  has  from 
his  Government  in  relation  to  vessels  which  he  has  reason  to  believe 
are  in  Mexican  waters  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  as  privateers.  In 
answer  to  said  dispatch,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  manifest  to  the  consul 
that  as  soon  as  the  undersigned  was  notified  by  the  captain  of  the  port 
of  the  desires  of  the  commander  of  the  Princess  Royal  in  relation  to 
the  steam  bark  Sir  William  Peel,  anchored  in  Mexican  waters  under 
English  colors,  he  went  to  the  said  port  and  made  an  investigation  of 
the  departure,  destination,  and  cargo  of  said  bark,  and  afterwards 
went  in  person  on  board  of  the  Princess  Royal,  and  in  a  cordial  and 
frank  interview  gave  Commander  Woolsey  an  explanation  of  the  case, 
leaving  him  convinced  that  there  existed  no  motive  for  any  further 
proceeding. 

The  undersigned  also  arranged  satisfactorily  with  the  estimable 
Commander  Woolsey  the  most  visible  signals  that  could  be  established 
in  the  port  to  designate  the  dividing  line  between  the  waters  of  Mex- 
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ieo  and  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo,  signed  the  2d  of  February,  1848,  and  which  is  still  the  same. 

The  subscriber  presents  to  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of 
America  his  respects,  and  subscribes  himself  his  obedient  servant, 

Man.  Ruiz. 

Sr.  Don  L.  Pierce, 

Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Smith ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Bermuda ,  regarding  the  -seizure  of  the  British  schooner  Artist,  of 
Nassau ,  New  Providence. 


U.  S.  S.  Bermuda, 

At  Sea ,  Lat.  28°  18'  N. ,  Long.  95°  c26'  IF,  August  15,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  just  fallen  in  with  the 
British  schooner  Artist ,  of  Nassau.  When  hailed  he  answered  that  he 
was  from  Havana,  bound  to  Matamoras.  On  boarding,  was  told  that 
the  captain  was  dead,  and  there  being  no  navigator  on  board,  had  lost 
their  reckoning.  Notwithstanding  this  1  found  the  chronometer 
worked  up  to  this  date  and  the  sextant  set  at  the  meridian  altitude  of 
this  day.  She  was  loaded  with  liquors,  cigars,  medicines,  etc.,  and  I 
have  felt  justified,  under  the  circumstances,  in  seizing  her  as  a  lawful 
prize. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Smith, 

Acting  Alaster ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  AL aster  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Bermuda ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Carmita. 

« 

U.  S.  S.  Bermuda, 

Off  Galveston,  August  15,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture,  on  the  14th  instant,  of 
the  British  schooner  Carmita,  loaded  with  161  bales  cotton,  bound 
from  Velasco,  Tex.,  to  the  Balize,  Honduras. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Smith, 

Acting  Alaster,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Weaver,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Winona ,  to  proceed  to 
Baltimore  for  repairs  to  that  vessel. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  15,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Winona  under  your  command  to  Balti¬ 
more,  in  company  with  the  LCineo,  to  undergo  repairs,  Upon  your 
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arrival  there,  report  the  return  of  your  vessel  and  her  condition  to  the 

honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  .  . 

The  Itasca ,  Lieutenant-Commander  R.  F.  [R.]  Lewis,  will  sail  in 
company  with  you  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  \  ou  will  please 
give  each  other  all  necessary  assistance. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  "West  Gulf  Blockading  Sguadron  prro  tem. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Weaver, 

Commanding  U  S.  S.  Winona. 


[Orders  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant-Commanders  John 
Watters,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Kineo ,  and  Robert  h .  R.  Lewis,  com¬ 
manding  U.  8.  S.  Itasca. \ 


Order  of  Commander  Mullany,  TJ.  S.  Wavy ,  to  Acting  Master  II  ells, 
TJ.  S'.  Wavy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Antona,  to  report  to  Commodore 
Bell,  TJ.  S.  Wavy,  at  Wew  Orleans. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  August  15,  1863. 
Sir:  The  steamer  Bermuda,  Acting  Master  Smith,  commanding, 
has  been  instructed  to  tow  the  Antona  to  New  Orleans. 

On  your  arrival  there  you  will  report  to  Commodore  H.  11.  Bell,  for 
further  instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  }Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Cammander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Acting  Master  Lyman  Wells, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S  Antona,  off  Galveston,  Tex. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Wavy,  stating  that  the  suspected 
vessel  seen  off  the  Passes  was  a  light-house  tender. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

*  Off  Wew  Orleans,  August  15,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  suspected  vessel  which 
I  reported  as  having  appeared  off  the  Passes  on  the  13th  instant  turns 
out  to  lie  a  light-house  tender,  and  that  there  are  no  interruptions  to 
trade  off  the  Mississippi  River. 

Since  dispatching  the  Princess  Royal,  on  the  4th  instant,  to  look 
after  the  traders  off  the  Rio  Grande,  I  have  heard  nothing  from  that 
direction.  The  arrival  of  the  Bermuda  from  the  coast  of  Texas  is 
looked  for  daily,  and  she  will  bring  the  latest  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy,  Washington  City. 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


463 


Capture  of  the  Confederate  Steamer  Warrior ,  August  16 ,  1863. 

Report  of  Acting  Master  Cressy,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Gertrude. 

U.  S.  S.  Gertrude, 

Off  Mobile,  November  6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Gertrude , 
under  my  command,  when  in  latitude  26°  45'  N.,  longitude  86°  30'  W., 
August  16,  1863, 1  fell  in  with  and  captured,  after  a  nine-hours’  chase, 
the  Confederate  steamer  Warrior ,  of  500  tons  register  (belonging  to 
Mobile),  wTith  all  her  papers  and  colors.  Said  steamer  was  from 
Havana,  bound  to  Apalachicola,  with  a  valuable  cargo  on  board,  con¬ 
sisting  of  coffee,  cigars,  and  dry  goods,  and  a  crew  consisting  of  32 
persons  and  2  passengers.  Took  her  under  convoy  and  delivered  her 
over  to  the  lT.  S.  marshal  at  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  K.  Cressy, 

Acting  blaster ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Gertrude. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Namy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Gertrude,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  K.  Cressy.  IT.  S. 

Navy,  commanding. 

August  15 ,  1863. — At  6:50  p.  m.  sighted  Tortugas  light,  bearing 
N.  TV.  by  W,  distant  9  miles. 

August  16. — From  8  to  meridian:  Latitude  25°  44'  N.  In  chase  of 
a  steamer.  At  8:20  a.  m.  fired  a  shell  for  her  to  heave  to,  but  she 
took  no  notice  of  it.  At  1  p.  m.  fired  another  shell  at  the  steamer 
ahead.  At  1:30  fired  another,  when  she  hove  to  and  was  boarded  by 
F.  Newell,  executive  officer.  Proved  to  be  the  rebel  steamer  Warrior 
from  Havana  bound  to  Mobile.  Put  Acting  Ensign  H.  Walters  in 
charge  as  prize  master,  with  Acting  Master’s  Mates  Benjamin  Leeds 
and  T.  W.  Jones  and  a  prize  crew,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  North 
East  Pass.  At  4:20  p.  m.  crew  all  exchanged,  boats  returned  and 
hoisted  up,  steamed  ahead,  with  prize  steamer  in  company.  At  9:30 
stopped  steamer,  s’ent  a  boat  on  board  prize  steamer,  F.  Newell,  exec¬ 
utive  officer,  in  charge.  At  10  boat  returned  in  charge  of  Mr.  Leeds, 
with  two  intoxicated  firemen;  sent  them  forward  in  charge  of  the 
master  at  arms,  sent  back  boat  with  orders.  At  10:30  boat  return  *d 
in  charge  of  Mr.  Newell,  bringing  another  intoxicated  fireman.  Sent 
boat  with  three  other  firemen  and  Mr.  Maples,  chief  engineer,  on 
board  the  prize  steamer.  Boat  returned,  hoisted  it  up,  and  steamed 
ahead.  At  midnight  lost  sight  of  the  prize. 


[Extract  from  the  New  York  Herald,  November  19,  1863.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Gertrude, 

Off  Mobile ,  October  27,  1863. 

We  went  into  commission  on  the  22d  of  July  and  sailed  from  the 
navy  yard  on  the  29th  day  of  the  same  month,  arriving  at  Norfolk, 
Va.,  on  the  6th  of  August,  after  lying  one  week  at  Sandy  Hook. 


464 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Having- our  compasses  adjusted,  we  left  Norfolk  on  the  9th.  Nothing 
of  importance  transpired  until  the  16th,  when,  off  the  coast  of  1  lorida, 
we  captured  a  fine,  large  steamer,  the  Warrior.  We  put  a  prize  crew 
on  board,  and  in  company  we  went  to  New  Orleans.  Our  chase  for 
her  was  from  sunrise  until  4  in  the  afternoon.  The  San  Jacinto  was 
also  in  chase,  but  gave  it  up,  as  we  outsailed  her.  The  Warrior  is 
a  vessel  of  500  tons;  she  had  an  assorted  cargo,  and  was  out  from 
Havana  three  days  when  we  overhauled  her.  Her  destination  was 
Mobile.  We  arrived  at  New  Orleans  on  Sunday,  the  30th,  after  being- 
quarantined  ten  days.  We  left  New  Orleans  on  the  8th  of  September 
and  anchored  at  the  Quarantine  grounds  until  the  morning  of  the  9th, 
when  we  weighed  anchor,  and  arrived  here  on  the  blockade  off  Mobile 
bar  in  the  evening.  We  have  made  several  short  cruises,  but  nothing 
of  any  particular  interest  has  transpired.  We  have  been  in  chase  of  a 
number  of  vessels;  but  on  reaching  them  they  proved  to  be  our  own, 
which  sometimes  is  discouraging  to  our  men,  as  they  are  anxious  to 
have  a  fight  or  take  a  prize. 

The  Colorado  (flagship)  and  the  Genesee  had  an  engagement  with  the 
Ladies’  Ram ,  a  vessel  presented  by  the  ladies  of  Mobile  to  the  rebels. 
The  Genesee  fired  two  shots  and  the  Colorado  three,  when  the  rebel 
ram  almost  immediately  put  back  under  Fort  Morgan. 

Our  ship’s  crew  are  anxious  for  a  fight,  and  in  all  probability  they 
will  get  their  wish  before  long,  wdien  you  will  know  what  kind  of 
metal  there  is  in  the  Western  Gulf  Squadron  off  Mobile  Bar. 

i  send  you  a  sketch  of  the  entrance  to  Mobile  Bay,  showing  the 
position  of  our  blockaders  and  of  the  rebel  defenses.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  rebels  have  one  ironclad  and  two  steamers  and  a  floating  bat¬ 
tery  in  the  bay;  but  they  are  of  no  use. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  .Navy,  acknowledging  the 
Department' s  letter  of  congratulation. 

No.  136.] 

New  York,  August  17,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  11th  icstant,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  welcome  me 
home  and  congratulate  me  on  the  successful  issue  of  my  laborious 
cruise.  For  this  I  feel  most  thankful,  and  I  can  assure  the  Depart¬ 
ment  that  I  most  fully  appreciate  its  indulgence  in  granting  me  this 
little  respite  from  duty.  I  shall,  however,  be  ready  at  all  times  to 
visit  the  Department  without  regard  to  the  weather,  when  you  deem  it 
necessary. 

I  have  sent  the  Hartford  to  the  navy  yard  for  her  repairs.  I  pre¬ 
sume  they  will  not  take  long,  although  they  were  necessary  for  the 
performance  of  duty  on  the  seacoast.  Her  crew  have  generally  eight 
or  nine  months  to  serve,  and  I  think  it  would  be  good  economy  to  dis¬ 
charge  them  all  and  they  would  probably  all  ship  again  before  their 
services  are  required. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral , 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C , 
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Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  deficiencies  in  the 
crews  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  .August  18,  1863. 

^  Sir:  1  have  respectfully  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Western 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  is  deficient  in  officers,  sailors,  firemen,  and 
marines,  about  500  souls,  and  that  the  terms  of  service  on  board  of 
every  vessel  are  rapidly  expiring. 

All  the  vessels  are  greatly  weakened  for  want  of  crews. 

(  Phe  Llnsacola  is  short  of  men,  103;  the  Ossipee ,  37;  Monongahela , 
31;  Zackatvanna,  40,  and  most  of  the  other  vessels  in  the  same  pro¬ 
portion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Cmdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  Gulf  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron ,  transmitting  reports  and  orders  regarding  affairs  at 
mouth  of  Rio  Grande. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  (No.  1)  by 
Commander  M.  B.  W7oolsey,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 
off  the  Rio  Grande,  in  reference  to  the  British  steamer  Sir  William 
Peel  and  other  traders  at  that  point. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  my  instructions  (No.  2)  to  Commander 
Woolsey.  Commander  Woolsey  appears  to  have  misapprehended  me 
as  to  “consultation  with  .the  Mexican  authorities.”  My  remarks 
referred  solely  to  the  beginning  of  the  Mexican  boundary  line,  which 
1  informed  him  was  settled  by  the  treaty  of  1848  as  starting  at  3 
leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  but  as  a  subsequent  treaty 
may  have  changed  that  to  “one  marine  league,”  he  might  consult  the 
Mexican  authorities,  concealing  his  doubts  as  to  the  “extent  of  neu¬ 
tral  waters.” 

I  certainly  did  not  advise  him  to  consult  Mexican  authorities  whether 
any  particular  vessels  were  within  their  jurisdiction  or  not. 

The  enclosed  is  the  only  report  1  have  received  from  the  Rio  Grande, 
except  the  verbal  statement  of  Acting  Master  Smith,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Bermuda ,  who  represents  the  vessels  there,  particularly  the 
Sir  William  Peel ,  as  presenting  no  appearance  of  equipping  for  a 
privateer. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Comm.odore ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


n  w  k — VOL  20 - 30 


466 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

Off  Bio  Grande ,  August  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  my  orders  from 
Commodore  Bell.  Upon  asking  him  as  to  the  boundary  line,  he  said  he 
believed  that  it  was  at  right  angles  with  the  coast  and  extended  3 
leagues  into  the  sea,  but  that  I  must  consult  with  the  authorities  upon 
my  arrival,  in  order  to  avoid  collision  with  the  Mexicans.  1  arrived 
here  on  Friday  evening  last,  in  obedience  thereto,  and  anchored  off  the 
coast.  I  found  the  Sir  William  Peel  lying  at  anchor  ahead.  After  con¬ 
sultation  with  Lieutenant-Commander  Dana,  and  such  observations  as  I 
could  make  before  dark,  I  found  the  Sir  William  Peel  lying  so  near 
what  I  considered  to  be  the  boundary  that  I  could  not  seize  her  with¬ 
out  consulting  the  authorities.  The  next  day  I  sent  the  executive 
officer,  Lieutenant  McKay,  with  a  compass,  to  consult  the  captain 
of  the  port,  and  if  he  should  decide  unfavorably,  to  send  the  acting 
master  off  with  the  message,  and  to  proceed  himself  immediately  to 
Matamoras  and,  in  company  with  the  U.  S.  consul,  to  demand,  in  the 
name  of  the  United  States,  the  detention  or  immediate  expulsion  of 
the  Sir  William  Peel  and  such  other  vessels  as  are  named  in  the  list. 
The  master  (Mr.  Cover)  returned  and  reported  that  the  captain  of  the 
port  thought  the  Sir  William.  Peel  was  to  the  southward  of  the 
boundary  and  would  not  consent  to  anyr  measures  without  the  authority 
of  the  governor.  I  laid  as  near  to  the  Sir  William  Peel  as  I  could  at 
night  and  yesterday  without  encroaching.  Last  night  a  light  was 
seen  under  her  stern  and  I  suspected  she  was  shipping  her  propeller, 
when  I  got  underway,  ready  to  follow  her  in  case  she  should  go  to  sea, 
but  as  there  was  no  noise  or  smoke  I  came  to  anchor  again.  At  2:30 
a.  m.  to-day  she  moved  ahead  about  400  yards.  I  again  got  under¬ 
way  and  went  outside  of  her,  but  she  was  stationary  again.  I  waited 
until  daylight  and  dropped  back  into  our  own  waters  and  anchored 
again.  The  Gladiator ,  Edward  Hawkins ,  and  Labuan  are  also  here, 
but  where  I  can  not  reach  them  unless  they  go  to  sea.  Lieutenant 
McKay  has  not  yet  returned  (12  m.).  The  assistance  offered  in  the 
commodore’s  orders  I  do  not  need  (excepting  men,  being  9  short) 
unless  the  rebels’  cruisers  come  here,  and  at  present  I  see  no  pros¬ 
pect  of  that.  If  you  can,  however,  let  th eAntona  return;  I  can  make 
her  of  service.  I  enclose  a  separate  report  concerning  the  shipment 
of  cotton  from  Matamoras,  which  I  think  should  be  stopped  by  a 
military  force  in  Texas. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander. 

Captain  J.  P.  Gillis, 

Senior  Officer  Present  off  Galveston ,  Tex. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  £,  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  without  delay  in  the  Princess  Boyal  under  your  com¬ 
mand  to  the  Rio  Grande  and  look  after  the  trading  at  that  point  in 
contrabands  of  war. 
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You  will  firmly  assert  the  belligerent  right  of  visiting  and  searching, 
and  will  seize  and  send  into  port  for  adjudication  all  vessels  of  whose 
character  jmu  have  a  reasonable  doubt.  On  the  25th  July  there  were 
anchored  off  the  Rio  Grande  the  following-named  British  steamers,  of 
which  you  have  been  furnished  full  descriptions,  viz,  Sir  William 
Peel ,  Edward  IdawJcins,  Gladiator ,  Sea  Queen ,  and  Celt,  and  some  of 
the  sailing  craft. 

It  is  apprehended  that  the  Sir  William  Peel  is  rebel  property  and 
is  fitting  for  a  privateer. 

Examine  whether  she  or  any  other  vessel  at  that  anchorage  is  so 
fitting.  If  the}^  are,  keep  an  eye  upon  them  and  seize  them  by  the  first 
opportunity,  and  send  word  to  Galveston  by  one  of  the  blockaders 
visiting  there  for  assistance.  You  will  consider  yourself  as  belonging 
to  the  Texas  blockade,  and  will  communicate  with  Captain  Gillis, 
commanding  off  Galveston,  by  every  opportunity. 

If  the  Sir  William,  Peel  or  other  privateer  shall  have  left  Rio  Grande 
before  you  arrive  there,  pursue  her  as  far  as  you  hear  of  her;  or,  not 
hearing  of  her,  pursue  to  Key  West,  sighting  South  West  Pass  light, 
and  running  down  the  track  of  vessels  trading  between  New  Orleans 
and  the  north.  If  you  have  reasons  for  believing  that  a  vessel  lying- 
in  Mexican  waters  is  fitting  for  a  privateer,  demand  of  the  Mexican 
authorities  her  instant  expulsion  or  detention. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Bllcdg.  Squadron  pro  tem. 


Commander  Melancthon  B.  Woolsey, 

U  S.  S.  Princess  Poyal. 


U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

Off  Pro  Grande,  Augzist  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  there  is  an  immense  trade  in  cotton  at 
this  place.  It  is  shipped  at  Matamoras,  comes  off  in  Mexican  lighters 
to  foreign  vessels  lying  in  Mexican  waters;  it  is  supposed  to  come 
originally  from  Texas,  but  of  that  we  have  no  proof.  It  is  impossible 
for  a  naval  force  to  stop  it,  as  the  lighters  keep  on  the  Mexican  side 
of  the  river  all  the  way  out.  The  river  is  not  deep 'enough  for  gun¬ 
boats  to  go  up  to  Matamoras,  nor  even  to  enter  the  Rio  Grande.  The 
trade  is  extensive  enough  to  more  than  pay  the  expenses  of  an  army 
large  enough  to  stop  its  exportation  through  the  Texan  frontier. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander. 

Captain  J.  P.  Gillis, 

Senior  Officer  Present  off  Galveston,  Tex. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  vessels  ordered  to 
be  sent  North  by  Rear-Admiral  Farragut. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  August  19,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  loth  instant  the  Itasca,  Lieutenant-Commander  R.  F. 
R.  Lewis;  Kineo,  Lieutenant-Commander  John  Watters,  and  Winona, 
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Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Weaver,  being  reported  ready  for  sea, 
started  in  company,  to  give  mutual  support,  for  the  North,  requiring 
extensive  repairs  in  hull  and  machinery. 

Considering  the  great  amount  of  work  being  done  at  the  navy  yards, 
New  York  and  Boston,  I  ordered  the  Itasca  into  Philadelphia,  and  the 
Kiirec  and  Winona  into  Baltimore,  where  they  would  be  likely  to  receive 
quickest  dispatch,  their  commanding  officers  being  instructed  to  report 
their  arrival  to  the  Navy  Department. 

The  Pocahontas ,  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  M.  Gamble,  is  now 
ready  for  sea,  and  will  start  this  morning  for  Philadelphia,  requiring 
extensive  repairs.  The  above  vessels  were  ordered  to  be  sent  North 
by  Bear- Admiral  Farragut. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  T Vest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  jpro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 

[Endorsement.] 

The  Kineo  and  Winona  are  repairing  at  Baltimore  and  the  Itasca  at 
Philadelphia. 

J.  L. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  list  of  seamen  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Arizona ,  captured  and  paroled. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  19 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  sent  North  in  the  Bermuda  t he  following-named  seamen 
belonging  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Arizona ,  who  were  captured  up  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River  and  sent  back  into  our  lines  on  parole,  namely:  A.  A. 
Bowe,  first-class  fireman;  Charles  Crozett,  second-class  fireman;  Patrick 
Hagan,  coal  heaver;  Theodore  Saxan,  landsman;  Charles  Vowinkle, 
first-class  fireman;  Samuel  Hill,  ordinary  seaman;  Robert  White, 
seaman;  Thomas  Kennedy,  seaman. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


[Endorsement.] 


Keep  them  on  board  the  receiving  ship  and  notify  Colonel  Hoffman, 


so  as  to  obtain  their  discharge 


[G.  V.  F.] 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  affairs  of  the  West 
Gulf  Squadron ,  under  his  temporary  command. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  19 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  reports  of  the  17th  instant  from  Captain  John  R.  Golds- 
borough,  commanding  off  Mobile,  representing  all  quiet  in  the  bay, 
notwithstanding  rumors  to  the  contrary.  His  advices  from  Mobile 
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were  up  to  the  9th,  when  they  had  not  more  than  2,000  troops  there, 
and  were  deficient  in  men  for  manning  their  ironclads. 

Grant’s  Pass,  the  interior  channel  leading  to  Ship  Island,  he  states 
positively  as  closed  up.  From  this  and  other  reliable  sources  I  infer 
there  were  not  sufficient  grounds  for  apprehending  an  attack  upon 
Ship  Island. 

The  blockade  of  Texas  is  successfully  maintained,  except  at  the  Rio 
Grande,  where  everything  is  in  favor  of  the  contraband  traders,  the 
shipping  business  at  that  point  being  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Mexican  village  at  Bagdad,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  Avho 
are  mostly  Texans  and  refugees  from  New  Orleans,  though  the  vessels 
are  consigned  to  houses  at  Matamoras. 

The  U.  S.  steamers  Ossipee ,  Seminole ,  Virginia ,  Arizona ,  Albatross , 
and  Sciota  are  undergoing  repairs  here.  The  two  latter  will  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  mechanics  for  three  or  four  weeks  longer  before  they 
can  be  made  ready  for  service. 

The  other  four  will  be  reader  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  ten  days. 

Captain  Gillis,  in  the  Ossipee ,  will  then  go  off  Galveston  and  Com¬ 
mander  Rolando  will  go  off  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  rudder  stock  of  the  Bienville ,  Commander  Mullany,  being  con¬ 
sidered  unseaworthy,  it  is  desirable  she  shall  unship  her  rudder  to  have 
it  examined  and  more  effectually  repaired  than  could  be  done  when 
shipped. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  ISavy  to  Commodore  Bell,  T7.  S.  Navy , 
forwarding  dispatches  from  the  Prussian  minister  to  his  consid  at 
Galveston. 

Navy  Department,  August  19,  1863. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  four  official  dispatches  from  the  minister  of 
Prussia,  addressed  to  the  consul  of  his  Government  at  Galveston, 
which  have  been  transmitted  to  this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  a  request  that  they  be  forwarded  to  their  destination. 
You  will  please  forward  them  as  desired  when  an  opportunity  offers. 
The  Prussian  minister  desires  to  obtain,  if  possible,  an  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  their  receipt  from  the  consul. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  W elles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  protein.,  Nero  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commandant,  navy 
yard ,  Pensacola,  regarding  a  vessel  for  the  Texas  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  August  19,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  to  request  you  will  give  either  the  bark  Arthur  or  brig 
Boldo  a  sufficient  crew  and  officers  from  the  vessels  lying  there  and 
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send  her  off  the  South  West  Pass,  to  report  her  arrival  there  to  me  by 
telegraph,  in  order  that  1  may  send  her  to  the  coast  of  Texas  to  take 
the  place  of  the  bark  W.  G.  Anderson ,  whose  crew  is  detained  beyond 
the  term  of  their  enlistment. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Commodore  Wm.  Smith, 

Commandant ,  Navy  Yard ,  Pensacola. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Goldsboro  ugh , 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  blockade  off  Mobile. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  19 ,  1863. 

Dear  Captain:  Your  report  of  the  17th  instant  has  been  received, 
and  1  am  glad  to  hear  that  an  attack  on  Ship  Island  is  not  likely  to 
occur.  It  will  be  well,  however,  not  to  feel  too  secure,  but  to  keep 
on  the  alert  both  in  the  sound  and  off  the  bar.  I  trust  you  will  watch 
every  movement  of  troops  from  the  fort,  and  of  guns  also.  They  are 
hard  up  on  the  mainland  for  both.  I  would  also  suggest  that  a  close 
watch  be  kept  on  the  steamboats  in  the  bay,  observing  the  track  of 
their  approach  to  and  departure  from  the  fort.  From  this  we  may 
find  the  location  of  their  obstructions. 

The  charts  of  the  bay  are  excellent  and  will  assist  you  in  drawing  a 
correct  conclusion. 

Our  armies  being  victorious  everywhere,  Ave  must  hold  ourselves 
ready  to  go  into  the  bay  Avhen  the}'  attack  the  city.  It  is  distressing 
to  hear  of  the  broken-down  condition  of  the  gunboats  when  their  best 
efforts  will  probably  be  required  very  soon.  I  can  in  no  event  send 
you  more  than  the  Arizona  and  Albatross  to  replace  them,  having  only 
one  other;  the  former  in  about  ten  days  and  the  latter,  say,  about  two 
weeks.  They  are  the  fastest  in  the  fleet. 

Please  inform  the  officers  on  that  station  that  I  have  no  other  officers 
or  men  to  send  them;  they  must  do  the  best  they  can  until  recruits 
are  sent  to  us. 

My  own  ship  can  man  only  six  guns  of  a  side,  instead  of  eleven,  and 
officers  are  short  in  the  same  proportion,  having  only  one  regular  line 
officer  (the  executive)  on  board,  so  you  observe  I  am  far  worse  off  than 
any  of  the  fleet. 

I  have  received  notice  that  Commander  Strong  is  ordered  out  “to 
relieve  Captain  Emmons  in  the  MonongahelaA  This  will  make  a  little 
stir,  and  officers  should  be  prepared  for  changes.  I  must  keep  the 
Genesee  in  the  [Mississippi]  Sound  for  a  short  time  longer,  although  1 
consider  the  rest  of  the  force  there  quite  sufficient, 

I  am,  yours,  very  cordially, 


H.  H.  Bell, 


Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 


Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Colorado ,  Commanding  Blockade  off  Mobile  Bay . 
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Report  of  Commander  Mullany ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  referring  to  the  rumored 

fitting  of  four  steamers  as  cotton-clad  rams  at  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos 

River. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  August  HO,  1863. 

Sir:  The  brig  G.  T.  Ward  sails  from  here  to-dav  for  New  Orleans, 
having  delivered  to  the  squadron  all  the  coal  called  for  by  the  charter 
party.  She  takes  back  for  ballast  between  70  and  80  tons. 

Another  coal  vessel  is  required  here  immediately  to  supply  the  wants 
of  the  squadron. 

The  Princess  Royal  arrived  here  on  the  16th  instant  with  but  three 
days’  coal  on  board.  She  took  97  tons  from  the  G.  T.  Ward,  and 
sailed  yesterday  for  her  station  off  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  Cayuga  is  short  of  coal  and  will  come  here  to  fill  up  as  soon  as 
the  Princess  Royal  relieves  her. 

Two  rebel  soldiers  (deserters)  from  Galveston  pulled  alongside  of  the 
Princess  Royal  at  daylight  on  the  17th  instant,  while  she  was  engaged 
coaling.  The  same  morning  three  contrabands  came  off  to  the  Katali- 
din,  and  yesterda3r  morning  seven  more  came  off  to  her  at  the  north 
end  of  the  line.  I  propose  to  send  them  on  board  the  Tennessee  for 
the  present. 

The  only  news  of  any  moment  that  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  from 
any  of  the  party  is  a  statement  made  by  the  two  soldiers,  which  is  to 
the  effect  that  four  steamers  are  fitting  at  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos 
River  as  cotton-clad  rams,  partly  for  the  protection  of  the  river,  but 
more  particularly  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  and  capturing  the  bark 
William  G.  Anderson. 

I  have  written  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Hill,  by  the  Princess 
Royal ,  putting  him  in  possession  of  the  above  information,  and  have 
directed  him  to  cruise  well  offshore,  unless  he  has  a  good  working- 
breeze  that  can  be  relied  upon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Commodore  II.  H.  Bell, 

Corndg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  off  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Order  of  Commander  Mullany ,  U  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 

Lieutenant  ILill ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  bank  William  G. 

Anderson ,  regarding  an  expected  attack  upon  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex.,  August  19,  1863. 

Sir:  Two  rebel  soldiers  (deserters)  came  off  from  Galveston  to  this 
squadron  on  the  17th  instant. 

From  them  1  learn  that  four  steamers  are  fitting  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Brazos  River  as  cotton-clad  rams,  partly  for  the  protection  of  the  river, 
but  more  particularly  with  the  object  of  attacking  and  capturing  the 
bark  William  G.  Anderson  under  your  command. 

Considerable  reliance  may  be  placed  upon  their  statement.  It  is 
therefore  important  that  you  should  keep  underway  and  cruise  well 
offshore  to  prevent  a  surprise  and  to  frustrate  their  intentions. 
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One  of  these  men  states  that  the  steamers  are  about  finished  and 
ready  for  service.  The  other  man  does  not  think  they  are  quite  com¬ 
pleted  yet,  but  is  certain  as  regards  their  intention  to  attack  you. 

There  are  a  large  number  of  cotton-laden  schooners  at  Velasco 
awaiting  a  chance  to  run  out,  and  they  propose  to  do  so  when  the 
steamers  go  out  to  attack  you. 

Flags  of  truce  should  be  discouraged. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Hill, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  W.  G.  Anderson ,  off  Pass  Cavallo. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  relative  merits  of 

pivot  and  track  carriages  and  fighting  arrangements  of  II.  S.  S. 

Brooklyn. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  21,  1863. 

Sir:  Much  discussion  having  arisen  in  this  squadron  about  the  rela¬ 
tive  merits  of  pivot  and  truck  carriages,  which  have  probably  reached 
the  Bureau,  I  would  mention  a  circumstance  bearing  directly  upon  that 
point  which  occurred  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn ,  under  my 
command,  off  Galveston,  January  18  of  the  present  year. 

I  had  two  IX-inch  guns  on  Marsilly  carriages  in  the  stern  ports, 
which  do  not  allow  for  pointing  directly  aft,  but  admit  of  pointing 
quartering.  She  lay  to  an  anchor  in  the  trough  of  the  sea,  which  was 
rough,  but  not  heavy,  and  rolled  dreadfully.  One  of  thelX-inch  guns 
referred  to  capsized  at  11  p.  m.  and  was  secured  after  considerable 
delay,  her  sight  masses  and  breeching  shackles  in  the  brackets  cutting 
up  the  deck  at  every  surge.  Its  fellow  on  the  other  side  nearly  fol¬ 
lowed  the  same  role,  but  was  timely  lashed  in  the  port.  No  gun  on  a 
truck  carriage  could  have  been  worked  fore  and  aft  on  that  occasion. 

I  will  proceed  with  a  few  remarks  touching  the  imperfections  of  the 
Brooklyn's  fighting  arrangements,  which  should  be  remedied,  now  that 
she  has  gone  north,  requiring  extensive  repairs,  viz:  Having  no  top¬ 
gallant  forecastle,  she  can  not  fire  right  ahead.  Her  cables  and  chase 
guns  are  mutually  in  the  wa}T  when  in  shoal  water. 

She  has  no  ports  opening  directly  aft,  her  propeller  well  making  it 
necessary  to  point  them  quartering.  A  topgallant  forecastle  would 
remedy  the  first  and  an  extended  poop  deck  the  latter  defects,  as  well 
as  increase  her  accommodation#. 

The  fore,  main,  and  mizzen  channels  are  cut  nearly  square  with  the 
ports  and  greatly  obstruct  the  training  of  the  guns  forward  and  abaft 
the  beam.  The  rivet  heads  of  the  bolts  through  the  spirketings, 
inside  and  below  the  port  sills,  project  a  half  or  three-quarters  inch 
from  the  wood;  these  broom  and  tear  the  breast  pieces  of  the  carriages 
in  running  the  guns  out  against  them;  the  breast  pieces  are  all  gone 
in  consequence. 

There  are  six  coal  chutes  on  a  side,  all  under  the  gun  carriages;  the 
gun  trucks  run  over  these  and  are  badly  injured,  being  cut  and  broken 
by  the  iron  plates  covering  the  said  coal  scuttles.  As  the  decks  wear 
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away  the  edge  of  the  iron  covers  referred  to  have  a  greater  promi¬ 
nence  and  tear  off  lumps  of  lignum-vitee.  Some  of  the  iron  covers  are 
roughened  on  their  surfaces. 

hen  coaling,  it  becomes  necessary  to  run  forward  and  aft  those 
six  guns  of  a  side  from  their  ports  to  clear  the  coal  scuttles.  1  can 
perceive  no  reason  wh}’-  the  chutes  should  not  be  between  the  guns, 
except  for  the  looks. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Commander  H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief ,  Bureau  of  Ordnance ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  the  governor  and  general  commander  of  Tamaulipas , 
Mexico,  to  Commander  Woolsey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  arms  for 
Mexican  Government. 

Very  reserved,  j  Matamoras,  August  21,  1863 . 

Sir:  On  board  the  schooner  Ranger,  dispatched  from  Havana  and  for 
this  port  of  Matamoras  and  to  the  house  of  Messrs.  Droege,  Oetling  *  & 
Co.,  of  this  commerce,  there  came  900  Enfield  rifles,  belonging  to  my 
Government,  and  are  a  small  portion  of  the  armament  bought  for  the 
service  of  the  troops  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  as  1  informed  you  the 
day  you  did  me  the  honor  of  receiving  me  on  board  of  your  steamer. 
I  place  in  your  knowledge  the  coming  of  this  armament,  as  I  promised 
you  with  a  character  of  much  secrecy,  in  oi’der  that  on  your  part  the 
vessel  referred  to,  the  schooner  Ranger,  may  find  no  difficulty  in 
arriving  at  the  final  place  of  her  destination,  which  arrival  will  be 
soon,  according  to  the  advices  that  I  have  received. 

My  secretary  of  war  will  place  this  letter  in  your  hands,  and  with 
the  same  you  can  send  me  your  answer. 

I  am,  senior  comandante,  your  kind  and  obedient  servant, 

Manuel  Ruiz, 

Governor  and  General  Com  rnander  of  Taumaulipas. 

Comandante  of  the  Princess  Royal, 

Steamer  of  War  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Letter  from  Commander  Woolsey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  governor  and 
commander r of  Tamaulipas,  Mexico,  regarding  arms  for  Mexican 
Government. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

Off  Boca  Del  Rio  Grande,  August  <22,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  }rour  letter  of 
yesterday.  All  vessels  arriving  in  American  waters  are  boarded  and 
examined.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  schooner  Ranger,  as  soon  as  I 
have  satisfied  myself  that  she  is  the  vessel  referred  to  in  your  letter, 
I  will  direct  the  boarding  officer  to  let  her  pass  in,  as  1  have  assurances 


*  Found  also  Dregge,  Ortling  &  Co. 
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of  your  Excellency  that  her  cargo  is  the  sole  prpperty  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Mexico,  between  which  and  the  United  States  I  trust  there 
shall  always  be  good  faith,  peace,  and  friendship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency’s  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  General  Commander  of 
Tamaulipas. 

Sent  August  22,  7  a.  m.,  by  the  same  person  who  brought  the  gov¬ 
ernor’s  letter. 


Letter  from  Commander  Woolsey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  captain  of  the 
port ,  Boca  del  Rio  Grande ,  regarding  arms  for  the  Mexican  Gov¬ 
ernment. 


Strictly  confidential.] 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

Of  Boca  Del  Rio  Grande ,  August  22,  1863. 

Sir:  Having  received  assurances  from  his  Excellency  the  governor 
that  the  cargo  of  the  schooner  Ranger ,  expected  every  moment,  is  the 
sole  property  of  the  Mexican  Government,  I  have  assured  his  Excel¬ 
lency  in  return  that  the  boarding  officer  from  this  vessel  shall  have 
orders  to  let  her  pass.  This  order  I  will  give,  but  good  faith  toward 
the  French,  who  are  also  our  neutrals,  requires  that  the  aforesaid 
schooner,  or  any  other  vessels  containing  munitions  of  war,  should 
enter  through  Mexican  waters  and  immediately  pass  into  the  Rio 
Grande,  as  I  can  not  harbor  in  American  waters  a  vessel  loaded  with 
munitions  of  war  to  be  used  against  a  nation  with  whom  we  are  at 


peace. 

You  will  at  once  perceive  the  justice  of  this  course,  which  is  in  con¬ 
formity  to  the  laws  of  nations  and  treaty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VI.  B.  W  OOLSEY, 

Commander. 


The  Captain  of  the  Port, 

Boca  del  Rio  Grande. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Mullany , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  affairs  off  Galveston  and  Rio  Grande. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola,  August  22,  1863. 

Dear  Captain:  I  hope  you  will  keep  me  informed  by  the  returning 
coal  vessels,  as  well  as  other  channels,  of  your  necessities  in  that 
quarter. 

I  am  greatly  disappointed  about  sending  you  a  relief.  Captain 
Gillis  came  in  unexpectedly,  and  considerable  repairs  were  deemed 
necessary  for  keeping  him  out  when  once  off  Galveston.  The  chief 
engineer  thinks  he  should  be  off  this  day  week.  The  Seminole  will  go 
down  a  few  da}Ts  after,  and  one  of  the  other  steamers  also.  Golds- 
borough’s  gunboats  off  Mobile  are  all  lame  and  have  to  come  here,  so 
the  balance  of  the  steamers  under  repair  must  go  to  him. 
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I  wish  to  get  up  the  Owasco  and  your  steamer  as  soon  as  1  possibly 
can. 


^  I  don't  like  the  dispatch  which  you  forwarded  from  the  Rio  Grande. 
The  business  there  seems  to  have  been  badly  managed,  and  I  certainly 
misapprehend.  How  ridiculous  to  go  and  “consult”  a  man  if  his 
bread  and  butter  shall  not  be  taken  from  him. 

That  Sir  William  Peel  has  had  great  run  of  luck  from  first  to  last. 
Vs  hen  Henry  went  down  in  the  Sciota  she  lay  on  our  side  tilled  with 
contraband  of  war  and  moved  into  Mexican  waters.  Next  Princess 
Royal  gives  him  another  escape.  I  understand  the  Cayuga  lies  in 
Mexican  waters  watching  them.  I  think  if  she  were  to  follow  out  and 
capture  it  would  not  be  exactly  legal. 

I  am  sorry  I  coidd  not  have  you  there. 

No  news  is  here  except  that  the  river  is  open. 

I  send  you  a  few  papers;  all  I  have. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Captain  Mullany, 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville ,  off  Galveston. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell ,  U  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Mullany , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  regretting  delay  in  repairs  to  vessels. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  chartered  the  brig  Itasca  to  take  390  tons  coal  to  the 
blockading  fleet  oil'  Galveston  Bar.  She  will  be  towed  down  the  river 
to-dav. 

The  Ossipee ,  Seminole ,  Arizona,  Virginia,  Alba  tross,  Anton  a ,  and 
Kennebec  are  here  overhauling  and  repairing.  The  two  former  and 
one  of  the  others  are  destined  for  the  coast  of  Texas,  but  when  they 
will  be  read}1-  I  am  afraid  to  say.  I  can  onty  say  they  are  expected  to 
be  ready  this  day  week;  but  having  been  once  disappointed  in  them, 
I  am  afraid  to  calculate  on  reports.  They  shall  join  you  as  soon  as 
the}^  are  finished.  1  am  sorry  to  detain  you,  but  it  is  unavoidable. 

I  trust  you  will  send  something  down  to  take  the  place  of  the 
Princess  Royal  until  she  can  go  to  you  for  coal.  One  vessel  will  be 
sufficient  there. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron  giro  tern. 

Commander  J.  R.  [M.]  Mullany, 

IT.  S.  S.  Bienville. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Liana,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Cay  uga ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Wave. 

U.  S.  S.  Cayuga, 

At  Sea,  August  22,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Wave 
this  morning  in  latitude  26u  50';  longitude  96°  30'.  She  had  run  the 
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blockade  at  San  Luis  Pass,  near  Galveston,  and  was  bound  for  Vera 
Cruz  or  a  market.  She  had  the  Hag  of  the  Swiss  Confederation  flying, 
and  is  owned,  with  her  cargo,  by  J.  C.  Kuhn,  consul  of  Switzerland, 
at  Galveston. 

The  cargo  consists  of  80  bales  of  cotton,  total  weight  41,068  pounds. 
Eight  persons  were  found  on  board,  viz,  captain,  supercargo,  cook, 
two  sailors,  and  three  passengers. 

I  will  send  her  in  charge  of  a  prize  master  to  the  prize  commissioners 
at  New  Orleans  for  adjudication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Dana, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  lT.  S.  S.  Cayuga. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  Quartermaster', 
Department  of  the  Gulf  regarding  a  loan  of  navy  howitzers. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  August  22,  1863. 

Sir:  Some  navy  howitzers  have  been  forwarded  to  me  by  the  naval 
Bureau  of  Ordnance,  upon  the  requisition  of  the  War  Department,  for 
the  use  of  your  Department.  Any  assistance  1  can  give  you  in  fitting- 
the  same,  with  such  other  information  as  you  may  desire,  will  be  most 
cheerfully  rendered. 

1  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  jpro  tern. 

Colonel  Holabird, 

Chief  Quartermaster  of  the  Dept,  of  the  Gulf  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S. 

Navy,  in  view  of  reports  regarding  the  steamer  Boston  about  to  sail 

from  Mobile  as  a  privateer. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  August  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  received  a  note  from  General  Stone  yesterday,  21st,  at  3 
p.  m.,  informing  me  that  three  men  were  captured  in  Mississippi 
Sound  having  passes  from  Admiral  Buchanan.  They  state  that  “the 
steamer  Boston  is  now  nearly  ready  to  sail  from  Mobile  as  a  privateer. 
She  is  painted  lead  color,  mounts  live  guns,  has  a  double  crew  of 
56  men,  and  purposes  to  come  out  by  a  bayou  which  is  on  this  side 
of  our  fleet  ”  (at  Grant’s  Pass'),  “  the  which  1  am  not  able  to  identif  y  on 
any  of  the  maps.” 

The  Boston  is  a  small  screw  tug,  and  can  mount  none  but  the  light- 
est  class  guns,  such  as  boat  howitzers. 

I  know  of  no  bayou  this  side  of  the  Passes  that  can  bring  out  more 
than  3  feet,  unless  they  have  been  deepening  Bayou  Batre  [Labatre]. 
The  Boston  drew  6  feet  when  towing  in  the  river. 
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I  observe  that  Fowl  River  may  be  used  by  the  Boston  after  a  little 
deepening,  and  the  Calhoun  or  Jackson  should  be  sent  to  lay  as  near 
the  entrance  as  she  can  get,  whilst  the  other  boat  watches  Grant’s 
Pass.  Yet  this  report  may  be  a  blind  to  her  running  out  over  the  bar. 
If  she  escapes,  send  a  gunboat  in  pursuit  to  cruise  off  Mississippi 
River  and  to  telegraph  me. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

[H.  H.  Bell], 

Commodore ,  Cmndg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  jpro  tern. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

U.  S.  S.  Genesee ,  Ship  Island. 


Letter  f  rom  Commander  Woolsey ,  U.  S.  Nary,  to  United  States  consul , 

Matamoras ,  transmitting  correspondence  regarding  seizure  of  vessels 

at  mouth  of  Rio  Grande. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Rotal, 

Off  Rio  Grande ,  August  311.  1863. 

Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  you  will  please  find  a  letter  which  I  have 
written  to  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  vice-consul  at  the  port  of  Mata¬ 
moras  in  reply  to  one  which  I  received  from  him  yesterday,  dated 
14th  instant.  Will  you  please  read  it  and  send  it  to  him  unless  you 
find  that  alterations  are  necessary,  and  in  that  case  send  word  to  him 
that  1  will  reply  to  his  letter. 

The  letter  which  you  sent  for  my  perusal  I  have  had  copied,  but 
prefer  sending  the  original  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Webster,  or  returning 
it  to  you  in  person,  should  I  be  so  fortunate  as  to  have  that  opportunity. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander. 

Leonard  Pierce,  Jr., 

U.  S.  Consul ,  Matamoras. 

[Enclosures.] 

Her  Britannic  Majesty’s  Yice-Consulate, 

Matamoras ,  August  Ilf,,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  communication  that  several  British  vessels  lying 
in  this  port  of  Matamoras  have  been  boarded  by  your  order,  and  that 
an  armed  guard  has  actually  been  placed  on  board  the  British  schooners 
Atlantic  and  Flying  Scud ,  both  of  Nassau,  and  now  loading  cotton 
from  this  port  for  Nassau. 

It  becomes  my  duty  solemnly  to  protest  against  this  proceeding  as 
an  illegal  and  arbitrary  act  committed  upon  British  property  within 
the  limits  of  a  neutral  port. 

Though  I  believe  that  you  are  fully  aware  of  the  responsibility  taken 
upon  yourself,  I  will  not  omit  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  commu¬ 
nication  of  the  commander  of  H.  M.  S.  frigate  Phaeton ,  dated  22d 
March,  1862,  consequent  upon  the  outrage  committed  against  the 
British  steamer  Labuan ,  which  is  laying  down  the  rule  to  be  observed 
in  regard  to  the  port  of  Matamoras. 

Allow  me  to  add  that  on  some  later  occasion  verbal  assurances  have 
been  given  to  her  Majesty’s  vice-consul,  L.  Blacker,  by  Captain  Hunter, 
commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery ,  that  he  did  not  mind  if  the 
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vessels  lay  to  the  north  of  the  channel  if  it  facilitated  the  tiade  of  this 
port,  provided  they  carried  no  contraband  of  war. 

I  would  thank  you  for  communicating  to  me  the  motives  and  reasons 
for  which  the  above  seizures  have  been  made. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Paul  Zum, 

IT.  IT  M.  Acting  Vice-Consul. 

Captain  M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander  of  the  IT.  S.  Gunboat  Princess  Royal,  off  the  liw  Grande. 

[Subenclosure.] 

H.  M.  Ship  Phaeton, 

Off  Rio  Grande ,  March  %%,  186%. 

Sir:  I  consider  it  important  for  neutral  commerce  to  inform  you 
that  the  French  commander  and  myself  have  laid  it  down  as  founded 
on  treaty  and  the  law  of  nations — 

That  the  waters  south  of  the  mid-channel  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  3 
leagues  east  of  the  Mexican  coast  are  Mexican  waters,  and  not  only  are 
neutrals  safe  from  visit  and  molestation,  but  that  Texan  vessels  within 
these  waters  are  not  liable  to  capture;  the  internal  waters  of  the  Rio 
Grande  are  not  under  blockade. 

The  blockade  terminates  with  the  mid-channel  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw  ard  Tatham, 

Captain. 

Mr.  Louis  Blacker, 

II.  IT  Majesty's  Consul ,  Matamoras. 


U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

Off  Boca  del  Rio  Grande ,  August  %%,  1863. 

Sir:  Upon  my  arrival  from  sea  yesterday  I  received  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  14th  instant,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  H.  B.  M.  ship  Phaeton. 

The  decisions  obtained  in  the  understanding  between  the  captain  of 
the  Phaeton  and  the  French  commander  are  perfectly  in  accordance 
with  the  treaty,  the  law  of  nations,  and  my  instructions. 

I  can  not  go  into  Mexican  waters  to  seize  a  vessel,  even  though  she 
be  wearing  Texan  or  Confederate  colors,  or  though  she  be  an  American 
vessel  trading  with  the  rebels. 

You  state  having  received  communications  that  several  vessels  lying 
in  the  port  of  Matamoras  have  been  boarded  by  my  order,  and  that  “  an 
armed  guard  has  actually  been  placed  on  board  the  British  schooners 
Atlantic  and  Hying  Scud ,  both  of  Nassau.” 

Permit  me  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  the  source  of  your  communication 
was  entirely  wrong,  for  I  have  not  interfered  with  nor  approached  any 
vessels  lying  in  the  port  of  Matamoras. 

The  brig  Atlantic  and  the  schooner  Flying  Scud  were  lying  in 
American  waters,  being  off  the  coast  of  Texas,  and  to  the  northward 
of  the  entrance  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  so  far  north  of  it  that  there 
was  no  chance  for  a  doubt.  1  did  not  board  these  vessels  until  I  had 
obtained  evidence  that  they  were  then,  or  had  been  during  the  present 
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voyage,  engaged  in  contraband  trade  with  the  State  of  Texas,  now  in 
rebellion  against  the  United  States. 

j  then  boarded  them,  not  knowing  their  nationality;  that  was  ascer¬ 
tained  after  boarding.  They  were  treated  precisely  as  American 
vessels  or  those  of  any  other  nationality  would  have  been  treated, 
excepting  that  with  American  vessels  I  should  have  been  more  rigid, 
and  would  not  have  extended  to  them  the  courtesy  of  waiting  three 
days  for  their  papers  and  for  any  evidence  in  their  favor  which  they 
might  wish  to  procure  and  forward  with  their  indictment.  The  evi¬ 
dence  which  I  procured  against  these  vessels  was  so  conclusive  that  I 
seized  them  and  sent  them  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication. 

I  allowed  the  captain  of  the  Atlantic  (who  is  the  principal  witness 
against  that  vessel)  three  days  to  send  to  Matamoras  to  get  his  papers, 
and  further  offered  him  every  facility  in  my  power  to  facilitate  him 
in  procuring  evidence  to  clear  his  vessel. 

No  exertion  was  made  by  him  that  I  know  of  to  take  advantage  of 
the  time  extended  to  him. 

I  sent  word  to  the  master  of  the  Flying  Scud  also  that  his  vessel 
was  seized  and  that  if  he  did  not  plead  guilty  to  the  charges  against 
the  vessel  he  would  come  off  and  bring  his  papers  and  do  what  he  could 
to  clear  his  vessel.  He  sent  word  to  me  that  he  did  not  intend  to  come 
on  board. 

Notwithstanding,  I  kept  the  vessel  waiting  two  clays  for  any  papers 
which  might  be  received. 

Had  your  protest  arrived  in  time,  I  would  have  made  it  my  duty  to 
forward  it  to  the  authorities  at  New  Orleans  with  my  statement.  I 
will  forward  it  by  the  first  opportunity". 

I  am  fully  aware,  sir,  as  you  believe,  of  the  responsibility  taken 
upon  myself,  but  I  have,  as  you  will  find  upon  unbiased  investigation, 
but  done  my  duty  in  American  territory,  as  the  only  authorized  United 
States  police  in  existence  at  that  time  and  in  this  place. 

In  your  next  private  conversation  with  the  commander  of  a  British 
vessel  of  war,  ask  him  to  tell  you  candidly  if  I  have  pursued  any  other 
than  the  course  he  would  have  pursued  under  precisely  the  same  cir¬ 
cumstances,  first  giving  him  a  truthful  statement  of  the  trade  those 
two  vessels  were  actually  engaged  in. 

I  was  not  aware  of  the  assurances  given  by  Commander  Hunter  until 
I  saw  them  quoted  in  your  letter.  Nevertheless,  there  is  no  reason 
why  I  should  not  observe  and  act  upon  the  same,  as  I  am  not  ordered 
to  blockade  the  coast  but  to  “  exercise  in  American  waters  the  bellig¬ 
erent  right  of  visitation  and  search,”  and  to  seize  and  send  in  for 
adjudication  all  vessels  engaged  in  trade  with  the  rebels.  This  duty 
I  must  perform  without  regard  to  nationality,  conforming  strictly  to 
the  laws  of  nations  and  respecting  all  foreign  flags  alike. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  afford  to  British  vessels,  and  vessels  of  all  other 
nationalities,  all  the  protection  and  courtesy  in  my  power,  provided 
always  that  they  contain  no  contraband  of  war  either  for  Mexico  or 
Texas,  and  that  they  do  not  engage  in  direct  trade  in  any  way  with 
Texas  or  with  the  States  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States. 

I  will  send  to  you  through  the  United  States  consul  a  statement  of 
the  “motives  and  reasons  for  which  the  seizures  have  been  made.” 

No  one  wishes  more  heartily  for  the  presence  of  a  British  man-of- 
war  at  this  place  than  I  do.  It  would  relieve  me  of  a  load  of  respon¬ 
sibility,  prevent  misunderstanding,  and  also  prevent  the  shameful 
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abuse  of  the  British  flag-  by  vessels  of  different  nationalities  engaged 
in  an  illicit  trade  with  States  now  in  rebellion  with  the  United  States 
of  America. 

Allow  me  to  say  in  conclusion  that  I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  any 
communication  from  you  and  to  forward  any  papers  you  may  wish  to 
send  in  vindication  of  the  vessels  seized  by  me  off'  the  coast  of  Texas. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander. 

Paul  Zum, 

II  B.  M.  Acting  Vice-Consul ,  Matamoras. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Genesee ,  Commander  W.  II.  Macomb , 

U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding. 

August  23,  1863. — At  6:40  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  steamed  to 
the  eastward.  At  9:15  a.  m.  went  ashore  off  Horn  Island  in  10  feet 
water;  ran  up  into  9  feet  and  stopped.  From  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Aground  off 
Horn  Island.  The  Estrella  came  from  New  Orleans  with  a  mail  and 
endeavored  to  get  us  off,  in  vain.  At  9  p.  m.  backed  our  engines  and 
hove  on  the  hawser,  when  she  came  off. 

August  2Jp. — At  6  a.  m.  got  underway  in  company  with  the  Jackson 
and  proceeded  down  the  sound.  At  10  a.  m.  anchored  3| 'miles  from 
Grant’s  Pass.  Succeeded  in  driving  in  rebel  transport  from  the  bat¬ 
teries.  The  batteries  returned  the  fire.  Ends  firing  [the  watch].  The 
Jackson ,  in  company  with  us,  firing  on  rebel  batteries  with  rifle  gun. 
At  12:45  p.  m.  ceased  firing.  Saw  a  steamer  outside  the  island,  which 
made  signals.  At  2:15  p.  m.  the  Parrotts  at  quarters;  fired  at  a  rebel 
steamer  inside  the  pass;  drove  her  off,  then  fired  at  the  batteries  on 
the  island.  The  Jackson  sent  on  board  refugees  which  they  picked  up 
in  a  boat.  At  3:20  the  after  pivot’s  crew  at  quarters  and  fired  1  20- 
second  shell  at  salt  works,  having  fired  in  all  20  percussion  shell.  At 
3:  50  got  underway  and  started  for  our  former  station. 

September  3. — From  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Sent  4  men  on  board  the  U.  S. 
schooner  Sally  Ann  to  prepare  for  an  expedition.  From  6  to  S  p.  m. : 
Mr.  Spencer,  with  9  men,  armed  and  equipped,  went  on  board  the 
schooner  Sarah  Jane  (formerly  Sally  Ann)  to  go  on  an  expedition. 

September  J — Sent  the  schooner  Sam  Houston  in  search  of  the 
schooner  Sally  Ann. 

September  5. — At  10:30  a.  m.  the  Sam  Houston  returned,  also  the 
Sally  Ann,  having  taken  a  sloop  and  9  prisoners.  At  1 1  took  the 
prisoners  on  board.  Lieutenant  Spencer,  pilot,  and  men  returned. 
At  2  ji.  m.  the  Calhoun  anchored.  Received  from  her  13  deserters 
from  the  rebel  steamer  Selma. 

September  6. — At  9  p.  m.  sent  the  deserters  on  board  the  Circassian. 


Report  of  Captain  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  confirmation 
of  promotions  in  the  case  of  certain  volunteer  officers. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile,  August  2f  1863. 

Commodore:  The  great  scarcity  of  officers  in  this  fleet,  and  partic¬ 
ularly  on  board  the  gunboats,  has  compelled  me  to  make  the  following 
appointments: 
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Acting  Master’s  Mate  John  S.  Russ,  of  the  Colorado ,  to  acting 
ensign,  on  board  the  Aroostook ;  appointment  dated  the  19th  instant 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  W.  A.  Purdie,  of  the  Lackawanna,  to  acting 
ensign,  on  board  the  Kanawha ;  date  of  20th  instant. 

John  Cannon,  seaman,  of  the  Colorado ,  to  acting  master’s  mate,  on 
board  the  Lackawanna ;  date  of  21st  instant. 

Edmund  Aiken,  seaman,  of  the  Aroostook ,  to  acting  master’s  mate, 
on  board  the  Eugenie;  date  of  21st  instant. 

These  are  all  acting  appointments  on  temporary  service,  subject  to 
your  approval. 

The  above-mentioned  officers  comply  with  the  regulations  of  the 
Department,  have  been  long  in  service,  and  I  hope  you  will  confirm 
them  in  their  present  position. 

I  consider  it  very  important,  commodore,  that  the  Pinola  should  go 
to  New  Orleans  for  repairs  without  much  further  delay. 

Her  machinery  is  in  a  very  crippled  condition,  and  I  hope  you  will 
be  able  to  send  a  vessel  to  supply  her  place. 

I  have  nothing  new  to  communicate;  everything  is  quiet;  but  now, 
that  blockade  runners  are  headed  ofi  at  Charleston,  I  anticipate  a  lively 
time  after  this  moon  is  over. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 

Commodore  II.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

P.  S. — Your  communication  of  the  22d,  relative  to  the  privateer 
Boston ,  has  been  received. 

We  will  keep  a  bright  lookout  and  endeavor  to  prevent  her  escaping. 

A  copy  of  your  communication  has  been  sent  to  Commander 
Macomb.  . 


Report  of  Captain  Emmons ,  I  .  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Brooklyn ,  of  arrival  at  the  New  York  navy  yard. 

U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, 

Navy  Yard ,  Brooklyn ,  August  <25,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  from  the 
West  Gulf  Squadron,  having  left  New  Orleans  on  the  13th,  South 
West  Past  on  the  14th,  Port  Royal  on  the  21st,  and  Charleston  on  the 
22d  of  August. 

I  touched  at  the  latter  places  with  a  view  of  offering  my  assistance 
and  that  of  the  ship  in  the  attack  on  Charleston;  and  Admiral  Dahlgren 
would  have  gratified  me  had  General  Gillmore  been  prepared  to 
cooperate  in  another  assault  upon  Fort  Wagner,  without  which  cooper¬ 
ation  the  result  would  not  perhaps  justify  the  risking  of  a  valuable 
ship. 

The  ironclads  were  busy,  and  between  them  and  the  army  siege  guns 
Fort  Sumter  was  fast  crumbling  away  and  Fort  Wagner  only  replying 
occasionally. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  F.  Emmons, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  the  President  regarding  the  passage  of  supplies  for  military 
necessities  in  and  out  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  August  £5,  1863. 

Ordered: 

1st.  That  clearances  issued  by  the  Treasury  Department  for  vessels 
or  merchandise  bound  for  the  port  of  New  Orleans  for  the  military 
necessities  of  the  department,  certified  by  Brigadier-General  [George 
F.J  Shepley,  the  military  governor  of  Louisiana,  shall  be  allowed  to 
enter  said  port. 

2d.  That  vessels  and  domestic  produce  from  New  Orleans  permitted 
by  the  military  governor  of  Louisiana  at  New  Orleans  for  the  military 
purpose  of  his  department  shall,  on  his  permit,  be  allowed  to  pass 
from  said  port  to  its  destination  to  any  port  not  blockaded  bj7  the 
United  States. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

A  true  copy. 

Ciias.  C.  G.  Thornton, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant -  General. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

O.  S.  hark  William  G.  Anderson ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the 
.schooner  Mack  Canfield ,  from  Galveston. 

U.  S.  Bark  William  G.  Anderson, 

Off  Pio  Grande ,  Tex. ,  August  25,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  pseudo-Swiss 
schooner  Mack  Canfield ,  from  Galveston,  Tex.,  with  a  cargo  of 
cotton,  by  the  ship  under  my  command,  under  the  following  circum¬ 
stances: 

This  afternoon,  while  laying  at  anchor  in  United  States  waters,  I 
dispatched  an  armed  boat  to  board  a  schooner  standing  in  toward  this 
anchorage.  Upon  gaining  her  deck,  the  officer  in  charge  of  my  boat 
at  once  took  a  careful  bearing  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  found  it 
to  bear  west  by  south  by  compass,  or  west  2°  15'  south,  true,  distant 
about  44  miles.  As  she  was  in  United  States  waters  and  the  master 
of  the  schooner  acknowledged  he  was  from  a  blockaded  rebel  port, 
my  officer  at  once  took  possession  of  her  as  a  lawful  prize,  and  I  send 
her  to  New  Orleans  for  competent  adjudication. 

The  schooner  had  a  Swiss  flag,  a  clearance,  manifest,  bill  of  health, 
and  shipping  articles  from  the  rebel  authorities  at  the  Galveston 
custom-house;  also  a  bill  of  sale  from  one  L.  A.  Blinn,  of  Galveston, 
to  J.  C.  Kuhn,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  but  she  had  no  register  of 
any  kind. 

The  cargo,  as  per  manifest,  is  133  bales  of  cotton. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederic  S.  Hill, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Communding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  TJ.  S.  Navy. 
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P.  S.  I  have  omitted  to  state  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal  was 
in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 


Order  of  Commander  JWullany ,  71.  8.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutentant  Hill ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  state  the  reason  for  a  change  of 
station. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Gcdveston,  Tex. ,  August  25,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  learned  with  much  surprise,  through  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Dana,  commanding  U.  S.  gunboat  Cayuga ,  that  he  left  the 
bark  William  G.  Anderson ,  under  your  command,  lying  at  anchor  off 
the  Rio  Grande. 

You  will  please  inform  me  why  you  left  your  station,  and  will  return 
to  it  without  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Hill, 

Commdg.  U.  S.  Park  William  G.  Anderson,  off  Rio  Grande. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding 

U.  S.  hark  William  G.  Anderson,  stating  the  reasons  for  leaving  his 

station. 

U.  S.  Bark  W.  G.  Anderson, 

Off  Rio  Grande ,  Tex.,  August  26,  1863. 

Sir:  Yours  of  August  25,  asking  my  reasons  for  leaving  my  station, 
is  at  hand. 

I  forwarded  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Danaa  letter  to  you,  stating 
my  reasons,  which  were  as  follows:  Finding  my  men  exhibiting  evi¬ 
dences  of  scurvy,  I  ran  down  (80  miles)  from  Corpus  Christi  one  night 
to  this  place  to  obtain  some  limes  and  other  antiscorbutics,  purpos¬ 
ing  an  immediate  return  the  same  day,  but  finding  Captain  Dana  was 
about  to  leave  this  place  unguarded,  from  his  being  out  of  coal,  I 
decided  after  consulting  Captain  Dana  to  remain  a  day  or  two,  or 
until  some  other  United  States  vessel  came  down  here.  After  the 
accident  to  the  Princess  Royal  I  was  detained  by  the  orders  of  Com¬ 
mander  M.  B.  Woolsey. 

Nothing  has  been  further  from  my  thoughts  than  any  intention  to 
disobey  my  orders. 

I  shall  be  compelled  to  visit  Galveston  in  a  very  few  days  for 
supplies. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederic  S.  Hill, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieidenant,  Commanding . 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Senior  Officer  Present  off  Galveston,  Tex. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  Commander 

Cocke ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  26,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  into  the  river,  Mississippi,  off  New  Orleans, 
in  the  steamer  under  }7our  command  and  report  your  arrival  there  to 
the  senior  officer  present. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

II .  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg .  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  giro  tern. 

Captain  A.  P.  Cooke, 

V.  S.  S.  Estrella. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Green,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Commodore ,  to  proceed  to  Lake  Pont- 

chartrain  for  the  restriction  of  blockade  runners. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  August  26,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  into  Lake  Pont- 
chartrain,  via  Ship  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up  the  block¬ 
ade  runners  in  the  form  of  boats  of  5  tons  and  upwards,  which  run 
to  and  fro  between  New  Orleans,  the  bayous,  and  adjacent  coasts. 

Allow  nothing-  to  pass  to  or  from  the  insurrectionary  districts  unless 
they  have  the  pass  of  the  senior  officer  in  command  of  the  naval  forces 
here. 

Pursue  them  into  the  rivers  and  bayous  whenever  you  hear  of  them, 
but  I  wish  you  to  be  on  your  guard  against  ambuscades  in  the  rivers, 
which  they  often  establish  in  the  tops  of  trees,  commanding  your 
decks.  The  U.  S.  schooner  Gorypheus,  commanded  by  Acting  Master 
Grove,  is  employed  on  the  same  service,  and  you  may  require  his 
cooperation  whensoever  it  may  be  desiiable. 

Keep  me  informed  of  your  proceedings  by  official  reports,  and  you 
will  be  careful  to  keep  a  record  of  all  the  captures  you  may  make, 
noting  their  place,  circumstances,  cargoes,  tonnage,  and  names  of 
vessels. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv, 

[H.  H.  Bell], 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  term. 

Acting  Master  Francis  M.  Green, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Commodore. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandant  navy  yard, 
Philadelphia ,  regarding  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Arkansas. 

Navy  Department,  August  26,  1863. 
Sir:  The  Massachusetts  can  resume  her  trips  to  the  South  Atlantic 
Squadron  and  be  prepared  to  sail  on  Saturday  next. 
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Get  the  Arkansas  ready  for  sea,  with  repairs  only,  and  she  will  be 
sent  to  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  as  a  dispatch  and 
supply  steamer,  and  to  remain  out  there. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Commodore  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard .  Philadelphia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  New 
York,  regarding  repairs  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond. 

Navy  Department,  August  26,  1863. 
Sir:  As  the  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn  will  stop  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  you 
w7ill  have  the  repairs  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond  completed. 
Respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Hiram  Paulding, 

Commandant  Naval  Station,  New  York. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  suggesting  the  sending  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Sciota  to  St.  Louis  for  repairs. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Neu ?  Orleans,  August  26, 1863. 

Sir:  The  gunboat  Sciota,  which  was  sunk  in  the  river  some  weeks 
ago  and  raised  again,  is  lying  here,  her  machinery  being  overhauled. 
I  have  no  instructions  about  repairing  her  hull,  but  understand  that 
the  survey  thereon,  and  the  estimate  for  repairing  her,  amounting  to 
$10,000,  were  sent  to  Washington.  1  beg  to  repeat  a  suggestion  already 
made  for  sending  her  to  St.  Louis  for  repairs  in  October  or  Novem¬ 
ber,  when  there  will  be  water  enough  in  the  river  to  take  her  up. 

She  can  be  planked  up  sufficiently  for  river  navigation  and  be  run 
up  by  her  own  engines.  If  she  be  repaired  here  the  work  must  be 
done  by  listing  her  several  feet  when  she  is  not  likely  to  hold  her 
form.  She  should  be  on  ways  or  on  a  dock  where  her  form  could  be 
maintained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  IP.  Bell, 

Com  modore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  ,  D.  C. 

[Endorsement.] 

Commodore  Bell  has  been  requested  to  send  this  vessel  to  St.  Louis 
and  communicate  with  Commodore  Hull  that  he  may  have  the  repairs 
made. 

J.  L. 

September  4,  1863. 


486 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Capture  of  the  schooner  America ,  August  27,  1863. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  R.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Hartford, 

Off  Pensacola ,  March  16,  186 h. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  letter  (marked  No.  1)  from  a  number  of  the  crew 
of  the  U.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson,  which  will  explain  itself  tolerably 
well. 

I  sent  for  the  log  book  of  that  vessel,  and  discovered  that  the  state¬ 
ment  of  the  men  was  true  in  so  many  particulars  that  I  am  induced  to 
believe  the  rest. 

The  capture  of  the  schooner  America  on  the  27th  of  August,  1863, 
is  noted.  The  capsizing  of  the  vessel  and  the  picking  up  of  14  bales 
of  cotton  on  the  following  day  are  also  noted;  and  that  the  vessel  was 
kept  alongside  two  days  longer,  and  efforts  made  to  get  her  upright, 
but  nothing  more. 

I  sent  for  Acting  Master  J.  F.  Winchester,  who  at  the  time  was 
executive  officer  of  the  W.  G.  Anderson,  and  asked  him  why  the  taking 
of  the  cotton  from  the  schooner  (which  he  admitted  had  been  done) 
was  not  noted  in  the  log  book?  He  stated  that  it  had  been  put  upon 
the  log  slate,  but  was  erased  by  the  captain,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  F.  S.  Hill,  who  said  he  would  do  it  properly,  which,  however, 
he  never  did. 

Acting  Master  Winchester  further  informs  me  that  the  cotton  was 
shipped  on  the  25th  of  September,  1863,  to  Blake  &  Brothers,  of 
Boston,  on  board  the  bark  Sol  Wilder,  at  the  South  West  Pass  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  but  that  the  Wilder  actually  put  into  New  York 
and  the  cotton  was  there  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  parties;  that  Act¬ 
ing  Assistant  Paymaster  L.  L.  Scovel,  who  had  been  attached  to  the 
Anderson ,  but  went  North  subsequently  with  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Hill,  had  forwarded  to  the  officers  and  crew  checks  for  their 
share  of  the  proceeds. 

Mr.  Winchester  further  states  that  the  captain  and  crew  of  the 
America,  together  with  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Alack  Canfield  (another 
prize),  were  ordered  some  ten  days  after  the  capture  to  be  landed  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  but  finding  his  boat  too  small  to  cross 
the  bar,  he  (Winchester)  put  them  on  board  a  brig,  from  which  they 
were  sent  on  shore.  No  mention  of  this,  however,  is  made  in  the  log 
book  of  the  Anderson. 

It  therefore  becomes  my  duty  to  report  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
F.  S.  Hill  for  fraudulent  conduct,  in  having  sent  the  proceeds  of  a 
lawful  prize  to  Boston  to  be  sold  for  the  private  benefit  of  himself, 
officers,  and  crew,  instead  of  sending  it  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Bark  William  G.  Anderson,  August  27,  1863. 

Captured  schooner  America  trying  to  run  the  blockade  loaded  with 
cotton.  Put  a  prize  crew  on  board  and  took  her  in  tow  until  morning. 
That  night  at  12  o’clock,  she  capsized.  She  came  out  of  Corpus 
Christi,  Tex.,  with  51  bales  of  cotton  on  board.  That  night  we  lay  to 
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for  her,  and  in  the  morning  we  could  see  cotton  floating  up  to  wind¬ 
ward  of  us.  We  lowered  the  boats  and  picked  it  up;  it  proved  to  be 
the  deck  load  of  the  America.  That  afternoon  we  made  out  the 
schooner ,  bottom  up.  We  beat  up  to  her  and  that  night  we  made  fast  to 
her  and  lay  by  her  until  morning.  In  the  morning  we  got  tackle  on 
the  lower  yard  arms  and  tried  to  right  her,  but  with  no  effect,  and  by 
so  doing  we  sprung  our  fore  yard.  We  then  got  tackle  from  our  top¬ 
mast  head  to  her,  which  proved  effectual.  We  then  cut  her  decks 
open  and  took  all  the  cotton  that  we  could  out  of  her.  We  saved  in 
all  from  the  wreck  43^-  bales.  Some  of  the  bales  were  so  wet  that  we 
had  to  cut  them  adrift  and  dry  the  cotton  on  deck.  After  drying  it 
we  put  it  in  bags.  Came  to  the  South  West  Pass,  Mississippi  River, 
and  on  the  25th  September,  1863,  we  put  on  board  of  the  bark  Sol 
Wilder ,  bound  to  Boston,  40  bales  and  13  bags  of  the  cotton  we  cap¬ 
tured  from  the  schooner  America ,  and  sent  it  to  the  above-named 
place,  consigned  to  Blake  Brothers  &  Company,  brokers,  State  street, 
Boston,  Mass. 

J.  Francis  Beck,  Yeoman. 

[And  11  others.] 


Abstract  log  of  tbe  TJ.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Hill, 

commanding. 

August  27,  1863. — Cruising  off  the  coast  of  Texas.  At  7:30  a.  m. 
made  a  sail  bearing  N.  E. ;  made  for  it.  At  9:15  quarters  for  inspec¬ 
tion.  At  11  a.  m.  set  the  starboard  fore-topmast  studding  sail,  fore 
and  main  topgallant  studding  sail.  Set  topmast  studding  sail  under 
the  flying  jib  boom  as  a  water  sail.  Ran  in  our  port  battery  and  put 
in  our  port  bucklers.  At  2  p.  m.  fired  a  shell  from  pivot  gun  across 
schooner’s  bow.  Backed  main  yard;  sent  a  boat  aboard.  Proved  to 
be  the  schooner  America ,  from  Caney  Creek  to  Matamoras;  had  no 
papers.  Took  captain  and  crew  on  board  and  put  Mr.  Albert  P. 
Sampson  in  charge,  with  4  men — Robert  H.  Carey,  Johnson,  Pietro, 
and  Jackson — filled  away,  and  stood  to  eastward.  At  5:30  p.  m.  saw  a 
sail  to  N.  E.  Sent  Mr.  Carey  and  3  men  on  board  shooner  America. 
Set  all  sail  by  the  wind.  At  7  o’clock  overhauled  strange  sail;  threw 
a  shell  across  her  bow;  boarded  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  schooner 
Glena,  from  Galveston,  bound  to  the  Rio  Grande.  From  8  to  mid¬ 
night  in  royals,  staysails,  flying  jib,  America  in  tow. 

August  28. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.  The  schooner  gave  a  broad 
sheer  and  went  over,  at  the  same  time  parted  hawser.  Lowered  boats 
and  took  off  the  crew  all  safe.  At  1  o’clock  came  to  with  fore  and 
main  topsails,  reef  tackles  hauled  out,  and  jib  and  spanker.  At  5  a.  m. 
wore  ship  to  E.  S.  E.  At  7  fell  in  with  several  bales  of  cotton;  hove 
main  yard  aback  and  lowered  boats  to  go  after  and  pick  up  cotton. 
8  to  meridian:  Picked  up  14  bales  of  cotton  from  wreck  of  prize 
schooner  America.  Wore  ship  as  occasion  required;  set  topgallant 
sails.  At  5:20  p.  m.  tacked  ship  to  the  eastward.  At  7  o’clock  got  a 
hawser  passed  to  the  wreck,  and  hove  to  under  topsails,  with  reef 
tackles  hauled  out,  and  spanker. 

August  29. — At  5  a.  m.  had  a  heavy  squall  from  the  north,  with 
rain.  Furled  all  sail.  At  7  hauled  the  wreck  alongside.  8  to  merid¬ 
ian:  All  hands  employed  to  right  the  wreck;  did  not  succeed.  At  11 
cast  off  from  alongside,  but  held  to  her  by  bow  hawser.  At  5:30  p.  m. 

cast  off  from  the  wreck. 

»  \ 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  William 

G.  Anderson. 

U.  S.  Bark  W.  G.  Anderson, 

Off  Rio  Grande,  August  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  of  the  schooner 
America ,  with  a  cargo  of  55  bales  of  cotton,  by  this  ship  under  my 
command,  on  the  27th  instant,  about  50  miles  to  the  northward  of  this 
port.  The  America  was  from  Caney  Creek,  Texas,  as  is  acknowledged 
by  her  captain  and  crew,  and  was  bound  for  the  Rio  Grande. 

I  regret  to  state  that  after  the  capture  I  took  the  schooner  in  tow, 
as  she  was  very  slow,  and  at  midnight  on  the  27th  instant  the  man  who 
was  steering  her  allowed  her  to  come  up  suddenly  into  the  wind,  when, 
the  towline  catching  under  the  bowsprit,  she  at  once  capsized  and 
turned  bottom  up.  I  hove  to,  lowered  boats,  and  saved  all  the  prize 
crew,  the  wreck  speedily  drifting  out  of  sight  in  the  darkness.  All 
night  the  breeze  was  fresh,  and  in  the  morning  the  wreck  was  not  to 
be  seen.  Several  bales  of  cotton  were  discovered  during  the  morning 
watch  and  secured,  and  by  night  the  wreck  was  sighted.  That  night 
I  remained  by  her,  and  the  next  day  made  several  unsuccessful  attempts 
to  right  her,  but  failing,  I  cut  her  open  and  saved  with  great  difficulty 
a  portion  of  the  cotton  in  a  very  wet  and  damaged  state. 

As  my  men  worked  up  to  their  necks  in  water  to  save  this  portion 
of  the  cargo,  I  propose  to  allow  them  the  benefit  of  it  as  “drift  cot¬ 
ton,”  which  they  have  saved.  Trusting  this  may  meet  your  approval, 
I  am, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederic  S.  Hill, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Attested  copy. 

Sam.  C.  Perkins,  Judge- Advocate. 


Extracts  from  court-martial  record. 

Record  yf  the  proceedings  of  a  naval  general  court-martial,  convened  at  the  navy  yard  at 
Philadelphia  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1864,  for  the  trial  of  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Frederic  S.  Hill. 

Charge:  Scandalous  conduct  tending  to  the  destruction  of  good  morals. 

Specification:  In  this,  that  on  or  about  the  first  day  of  September, 
in  the  year  1863,  the  said  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederic  S. 
Hill,  being  then  in  command  of  U.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson,  one  of 
the  vessels  of  the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  and  having  cap¬ 
tured  a  vessel,  the  schooner  America ,  off  the  coast  of  Texas,  took  from 
the  said  captured  vessel  about  40  bales  of  cotton,  and  on  or  about  the 
25th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1863,  shipped  the  said  cotton  to 
Boston,  consigned  to  a  mercantile  firm  in  that  city  for  sale,  and  subse¬ 
quently,  without  authority  of  law,  caused  the  proceeds  of  the  said 
cotton  to  be  paid  to  himself  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  bark 
IF  G.  Anderson,  for  their  individual  benefit,  and  failed  to  report  to 
the  commanding  officer  or  to  the  Navy  Department  the  facts  of  the 
taking  and  sale  of  said  cotton  and  distribution  of  the  proceeds  thereof; 
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and  further  to  conceal  his  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  said  cotton, 
prevented  the  fact  of  the  taking  of  the  said  40  bales  of  cotton,  and 
other  facts  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  schooner  America ,  from 
being  duly  entered  on  the  log  book  of  the  bark  W.  G.  Anderson. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  May  31,  186 f 


Finding. — That  the  specification  is  proved,  except  that  portion  of  it 
which  charges  the  accused,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederic  S. 
Hill,  in  the  following  words,  to  wit:  “And  further  to  conceal  his  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  relation  to  the  said  cotton,  prevented  the  fact  of  the  taking 
of  the  said  40  bales  of  cotton  and  other  facts  in  relation  to  the  capture 
of  the  schooner  America  from  being  duly  entered  on  the  log  book  of 
the  bark  TE  G.  Anderson  .  ” 

And  they  further  find  the  accused,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Frederic  S.  Hill,  of  the  charge — guilty. 


The  court  having  thus  found  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill,  the 
accused,  guilty  of  the  charge  preferred  against  him  by  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  to  them  apparent 
from  the  evidence  that  the  infraction  of  the  law  for  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  which  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederic  S. 
Hill,  the  accused,  was  arraigned,  is  attributable  to  a  misconception  of 
his  duty  in  the  premises  rather  than  to  any  desire  or  intention  to  evade 
the  requirements  of  law  or  to  act  fraudulently  in  the  transaction,  do 
adjudge  and  sentence  the  said  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederic  S. 
Hill  to  forfeit  prize  money  to  the  amount  of  $900,  if  so  much  be  due 
him,  or  if  such  amount  be  not  due  him,  then  that  his  pay  shall  be 
stopped  to  that  amount;  and  further  that  he,  the  said  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Frederic  S.  Hill,  be  reprimanded  by  the  honorable  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy. 

Samuel  L.  Breese, 
Rear-Admiral  and  Presiding  Officer. 

T.  A.  Conover, 

_  Commodore. 

W.  C.  Nicholson, 

Commodore. 

Edward  M.  Yard, 

Commander. 

J.  A.  Doyle, 

Lieutenant. 


Saml.  C.  Perkins, 

Judge-  Advoca  te. 


Unofficial  letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commo¬ 
dore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  after  the  arrival  of  the  former  at  his  home. 

Hastings  [up]on  the  Hudson,  August  28,  1863. 
Dear  Commodore:  Your  kind  letter  was  duly  received.  I  was 
looking  out  for  your  vessel  when  we  came  over  the  South  W  est  Bar  in 
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hopes  to  see  you.  It  would  have  made  all  complete  in  the  retirement 
of  our  ships  from  the  Mississippi  River,  where  they  have  so  long  and 
so  faithfully  performed  their  duty.  It  would  have  added  much  to  my 
pleasure  to  have  brought  you  along,  but  I  saw  long  before  the  sur¬ 
geons  did  that  poor  Morris  was,  as  poor  Read  said,  “ready  to  shove 
off,”  and  your  stopping  was  unavoidable,  and  so  I  told  Mrs.  Bell,  who, 
of  course,  was  much  disappointed  at  seeing  us  all  return  except  her 
husband.  I  cheered  her  up.  however,  with  the  idea  that  you  will  have 
your  chance  in  a  month  or  two,  and  probably  a  longer  respite  than  I 
will  have.  I  regret  to  see  that  they  are  beginning  to  show  a  jealousy 
toward  the  Navy  at  Charleston,  and  if  it  is  indulged  in  it  may  cause  a 
failure  there  and  our  work  on  Mobile  will  thereby  be  rendered  more 
difficult,  but  one  would  suppose  now  that  the  fall  of  Charleston  was 
inevitable.  Still,  the  papers  lie  so  that  one  never  knows  how  much  to 
believe.  Sumter  is  in  ruins,  and  yet  it  does  not  surrender,  nor  do  the 
ironclads  go  up  to  Charleston,  and  from  the  tone  of  the  papers  there 
is  a  spirit  of  fault-finding  with  the  Navy.  1  have  been  received  with 
great  kindness  by  everybody;  the  Secretary  wrote  me  a  ver}^  handsome 
letter,  approving  of  all  I  had  done,  and  told  me  to  take  my  time  about 
coming  to  Washington  during  the  hot  weather.  I  found  it  much 
hotter  in  New  York  than  at  New  Orleans  when  I  left,  but  they  sa}T 
there  was  never  such  a  hot  spell  here.  It  is  now  changed  and  is  uncom¬ 
fortably  cool. 

I  was  surprised  to  see  that  General  Banks  had  an  idea  of  the  rebels 
attacking  Ship  Island:  I  visited  the  island  and  found  them  well  pre¬ 
pared  to  defend  the  island,  and  our  fellows  spoiling  for  a  fight.  I  feel 
well  assured  that  Adams  will  do  himself  credit,  if  such  a  thing  should 
take  place,  but  I  have  no  such  idea.  His  ship  is  in  fine  order  and  in 
perfect  drill;  in  such  an  attack  Buchanan  would  have  everything  to 
lose  and  nothing  to  gain,  as  he  could  so  easily  be  driven  off  again  even 
if  he  succeeded  in  taking  it.  I  see  Goldsborough  has  been  relieved  by 
Thatcher  in  the  command  of  the  Colorado ,  and  some  other  changes  are 
mentioned  in  the  paper  of  to-day.  I  enclose  an  order  for  the  carrying 
into  execution  the  sentence  of  [Thomas]  Henderson,  engineer,  which 
please  have  done. 

When  I  visit  Washington  I  will  endeavor  to  place  the  affair  of  your 
entertaining  the  rebels  in  its  true  light.  I  trust  that  you  will  never 
consider  yourself  under  any  obligation  to  me  for  doing  you  a  simple 
act  of  justice. 

My  eyes  are  giving  out. 

I  remain,  your  friend, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-  Admiral. 


Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Dear  Commodore:  The  admiral’s  eyes  have  given  out,  so  he  was 
obliged  to  close  his  letter  before  he  could  deliver  you  my  remem¬ 
brances,  and  tell  you  that  he  never  saw  Mrs.  Bell  looking  so  well  as  she 
did  when  she  called  to  see  us  ten  days  ago  with  Willie;  and  Willie  is 
growing  quite  fast.  He  will  be  a  tall  man,  evidently.  Loyall  left  us 
yesterday  for  West  Point.  This  is  a  great  trial  to  me,  as  I  feel  as  if 
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it  is  really  the  flight  from  his  nest.”  Other  separations  have  always 
been  attended  with  a  hope  of  his  return. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  a  continuance  of  3rour  health  and  a  safe 
return  to  your  family. 

Very  sincerely, 

Virginia  L.  Farragut. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell ,  U-  S.  Navy,  to  Major-  General  Banks , 

U.  S.  Army ,  regretting  his  inability  to  furnish  cooperation  in  the 

Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  August  28,  1863. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor,  at  6  p.  m.,  August  28th,  of  receiving  your  dis¬ 
patch,  dated  27th  August,  informing  me  of  an  expected  raid  being 
made  by  the  rebels  to  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  having  gunboats  sent  up  to  patrol  the  river. 

I  would  immediately  dispatch  one  or  more  vessels  on  that  impor¬ 
tant  service  if  I  had  them.  Every  gunboat  in  the  river,  except  two 
at  Quarantine,  has  her  machinery  apart  undergoing  repairs,  and  I  find 
myself  at  this  time  unable  to  comply  with  your  request.  Since  the 
transfer  of  the  river  all  above  New  Orleans  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter, 
there  has  been  no  force  left  in  reserve  here  for  such  exigencies.  I 
will,  however,  as  soon  as  a  vessel  can  be  made  ready,  send  her  to  patrol 
the  river  above. 

I  would  most  respectfully  request  your  attention  to  the  quarantine 
regulations  of  this  port,  extending  alike  to  ships  of  wTar,  whose  serv¬ 
ices  are  always  in  demand,  as  to  merchant  vessels.  Two  of  them  are 
now  detained  in  quarantine,  although  having  clear  bills  of  health. 
They  could  be  dispatched  on  the  duty  required  if  the  quarantine  reg¬ 
ulations  were  amended  in  such  manner  as  not  to 'detain  United  States 
ships  of  war  unless  contagious  or  infectious  diseases  be  on  board  of 
them. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Corndg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  'pro  tern. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commander  in  Chief,  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Townsend,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Essex ,  to  cooperate ,  if  possible,  with 
Major-  General  Banks ,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  August  28,  1863. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  copy  of  a  requisition  on  me  from  Major- 
General  Banks  for  a  steamer  to  patrol  the  river  above  New  Orleans, 
in  order  to  guard  transports  against  surprise  by  rebel  troops  coming 
over  from  Opelousas,  of  which  the  general  has  heard. 

I  have  no  vessels  here  except  broken-down  craft  from  the  outside 
blockade,  all  their  machinery  being  apart  and  undergoing  repairs. 
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They  are  sent  out  as  soon  as  they  are  made  ready  to  relieve  others 
which  can  scarcely  move.  No  calculations  have  been  made  for  river 
service  since  Rear-Admiral  Porter  took  charge  of  it.  1  trust,  there¬ 
fore,  you  will  be  able,  with  the  Essex ,  to  meet  the  wishes  of  General 
Banks.  If,  in  the  meantime,  one  of  my  cruisers  should  come  up  the 
river,  I’ll  send  her  on  to  meet  you  and  to  act  in  concert  until  you  can 
call  down  the  river  one  of  your  fast  boats  suitable  for  patrol  duty. 

Your  requisitions  have  been  signed,  but  I  doubt  whether  they  can 
be  tilled  to  your  satisfaction. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Commander  Robert  Townsend, 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Essex ,  off  Donaldsonville ,  La. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  to  Acting  Blaster  Tidbits,  II.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Arizona ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  Berwick 

Bay. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  29,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Arizona  under  your  command  to 
Brashear  City,  Berwick  Bay,  and  report  your  arrival  there  to  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederick  Crocker,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S. 
Clifton ,  for  such  duty  as  he  may  assign  }tou.  If  you  should  not  meet 
the  Clifton  at  Brashear  City^,  you  will  proceed  in  the  Arizona  to  join 
her  without  dela3L 

l  am,  respeetfullv, 

[H.  H.  Bell], 

Commodore,  Copdg .  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Acting  Master  Howard  Tibbits, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Arizona ,  off  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Crocker,'  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  vessels  suitable  for  his  command  on 
the  Louisiana  coast. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  August  29,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  ordered  Acting  Master  H.  Tibbits  to  proceed  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Arizona  to  Brashear  City,  Berwick  Bay,  and 
report  to  you  for  such  duty  as  you  may  assign  him. 

The  Clifton,  Arizona,  and  Sachem  are  the  only  vessels  of  light  draft 
that  I  have  which  are  suitable  for  the  service  assigned  you,  and  they 
are  believed  to  be  sufficient,  viz,  for  cooperation  with  the  army  on  the 
coast  of,  and  in  the  bayous  of,  Louisiana. 

When  you  approach  Sabine  Pass,  report  your  presence  to  the  senior 
officer  on  blockade  there  and  show  him  your  instructions,  as  well  as 
explain  to  him  the  objects  of  the  expedition,  which  the  great  draft  of 
the  vessels  under  his  command  unfortunately  prevents  his  partici¬ 
pating  in. 

I  shall  dispatch  a  coal  vessel  at  once  to  Sabine  Pass,  but  her  draft 
of  water  being  10  feet  she  will  anchor  outside,  where  you  will  take 
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your  supplies  on  board  until  you  can  lighten  her  enough  to  cross  the 
bar. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

t  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Acting  "Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederick  Crocker, 

L .  S.  S.  Clifton ,  Brashear  City. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Cooke ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Estrella ,  to  proceed  to 
patrol  duty  in  the  Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  29,  1863. 

Sir:  Y ou  will  proceed  in  the  Estrella  up  the  river  to  Donaldson ville, 
or  as  far  as  Morganza,  and  report  your  presence  to  Commander 
Robert  Townsend,  of  the  U.  S.  ironclad  Essex,  for  assisting  in  patrol¬ 
ling  the  river  as  far  as  Morganza  against  the  operations  of  guerillas. 

When  Commander  Townsend  shall  consider  your  presence  there  as 
no  longer  necessary,  return  to  this  station.  The  objects  of  your  expe¬ 
dition  are  fully  explained  bv  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Major- 
General  Banks. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

[H.  II.  Bell], 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  gyro  tern. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

U.  S.  S.  Estrella,  off  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander- 

Madigan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  off  Sabine  Pass,  to  render  assist¬ 
ance  to  light-draft  vessels  sent  to  duty  on  the  coast  of  Louisiana. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  A  ug  ust  29,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  assigned  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederick 
Crocker,  commanding  the  Clifton,  some  of  the  lightest  draft  vessels 
on  the  station  for  cooperation  with  the  army  in  its  movements  up  the 
bayous  and  along  the  coast.  Should  they  arrive  off  the  Sabine  whilst 
you  are  there,  of  which  there  is  every  probability,  you  will  please  give 
them  every  assistance  in  your  power  to  insure  success. 

1  am  extremely  sorry  that  your  own  vessels  and  yourself,  who  have 
had  all  the  fatigues  of  the  blockade,  can  not  participate  in  or  lead  these 
operations,  but  as  the  draft  of  your  vessels  are  too  great  for  crossing 
the  bar,  the  assignment  of  this  duty  to  other  vessels  and  other  officers 
is  unavoidable. 

I  am  loading  a  coal  vessel  for  that  pass;  her  great  draft  of  water 
will  require  her  to  anchor  off  the  bar  until  the  greater  part  of  the  coals 
are  taken  out. 

As  soon  as  you  may  be  assured  of  the  success  of  the  expedition 
referred  to,  and  that  no  assistance  will  be  required  from  your  force, 
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you  will  inform  the  commanding  officer  off  Galveston  of  the  result, 
and  proceed  to  New  Orleans  in  the  Owasco ,  to  recupeiate  the  health  of 


your  crew. 

I  am,  most  respectfully, 


H.  H.  Bell, 


Commodore,  Comdg.  T Vest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  'pro  tern. 


Lieutenant-Commander  John  Madigan, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Owasco ,  off  Sabine  Pass. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  29,  1863. 

Sir:  Come  to  the  cit}?  in  the  Gertrude  when  the  quarantine  is 
removed. 

Your  prize  steamer  Warrior  will  remain  in  the  hands  of  your  prize 
crew.  She  will  come  up  when  out  of  quarantine,  and  be  turned  over 
to  the  marshal. 

Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

W.  K.  Cressy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Gertrude ,  at  Quarantine. 


Report  of  Commander  Townsend ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Essex ,  giving  the  reasons  for  his  noncompliance  with  request  for 
cooperation  with  Major-  General  Banks ,  U.  S.  Army. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Essex, 

Off  Donaldsonville,  La.,  August  30,  1863. 
Commodore:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  this 
morning,  by  the  hands  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke,  of  the  Estrella, 
of  your  communication  of  the  28th  instant,  covering  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Major-General  Banks  to  yourself.  It  would  have  afforded 
me  great  pleasure  to  comply  literally  with  your  request  and  take  the 
Essex,  slow  as  she  is,  to  the  menaced  points;  but,  under  Admiral 
Porter’s  instructions  and  orders,  I  would  scarcely  be  justified  in  doing 
so,  except  in  case  the  division  above  me  should  seem  inadequate  to  the 
duty  required  of  it.  Let  me  explain:  On  the  11th  instant  Admiral 
Porter  divided  his  command  into  eight  districts.  The  first  district, 
comprising  the  Mississippi  from  New  Orleans  to  Donaldsonville,  he 
has  placed  under  my  command.  The  second  district  extends  hence  to 
Red  River.  In  the  same  general  order  (No.  80)  he  says:  “Each  dis¬ 
trict  will  be  under  the  command  of  divisional  officers,  who  will  be 
responsible  to  me  for  their  immediate  districts.  The  vessels  of  one 
district  are  not  to  be  ordered  away  from  that  district  by  any  superior 
officer,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  a  great  emergency  exists  for  so 
doing.”  In  his  General  Orders,  No.  35,  he  says:  “No  vessel  belonging 
to  this  squadron  will  leave  the  station  assigned  it  without  a  written 
order  from  me.  Military  officers  must  make  requisition  on  me  for 
vessels  when  they  are  wanted,  and  officers  commanding  must  decline 
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acceding-  to  any  order  or  request  to  leave  a  station  where  I  have  placed 
them.”  These  orders  are  stringent;  yet  1  know  that  Admiral  Porter 
would  not  blame  me  for  leaving  my  district  did  the  emergency  require 
it.  Three  weeks  ago  Colonel  [Nathan  A.  M.]  Dudley,  commanding 
at  Baton  Rouge,  telegraphed  that  a  force  of  artillery  and  infantry  was 
approaching  Colonel  [James]  Smith’s  camp,  12  miles  above  this  place, 
and  requested  that  a  gunboat  might  move  up  to  support  him.  The 
case  seemed  critical  and  I  at  once  started;  made  the  12  miles  in  a  little 
over  four  hours,  and  after  such  exertion  for  the  ponderous  Essex  found 
the  alarm  a  false  one.  I  also  found  the  Kenwood ,  a  fast  tinclad  from 
above,  which  had  reached  the  place  several  hours  before  me.  You 
will  perceive,  commodore,  from  my  letter  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  second  division,  a  copy  of  which  I  transmit  herewith,  that  I  pro- 

f)ose  “to  go  up  in  the  Essex  should  he  need  assistance  against  estab- 
ished  batteries.”  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me,  sir,  that  the 
Lafayette ,  a  more  formidable  ironclad  than  the  Essex  and  able  to  make 
5  or  6  miles  against  the  current,  and  the  Kenwood ,  a  rapid,  well- 
armed  tinclad,  are  more  than  a  match  for  any  ordinary  emergency. 
If  it  should  prove  that  heavy  work  is  to  be  done,  the  Essex  will  be 
there  to  perform  her  part.  Now  that  you  know  of  her  cumbrous 
slowness,  you  will  perceive  that  a  vessel  that  can  be  outmarched  by 
infantry  is  scarcely  suitable  for  patrol  dut}r;  and,  under  all  these 
circumstances,  I  trust  you  will  excuse  me  that  I  have  not  immediately 
complied  with  your  request. 

Admiral  Porter  writes  to  me:  “Vessels  will  be  sent  you  as  fast  as  1 
can  get  them.”  The  Essex  is  alone  in  the  division.  Had  1  another 
vessel  I  would  have  sent  her  with  your  dispatches  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  second  division,  and  thus  have  enabled  the  Estrella , 
which  you  so  generously  and  promptty  sent,  to  return  to  you  without 
delay.  As  it  is,  I  think  she  will  not  be  detained  after  she  shall  reach 
Port  Hudson.  After  receiving  your  communication  I  learned  that 
the  Iberville  had  just  passed  down,  reporting  that  “  one  of  the  gun¬ 
boats  had  routed  and  dispersed  a  force  of  guerrillas  at  Morgan  bend,” 
probably  the  very  force,  or  a  portion  of  it,  to  which  General  Banks 
refers.  But  you  will  doubtless  have  heard  from  the  Iberville.  at  New 
Orleans,  the  particulars  of  the  affair,  of  which  I  learned  but  the  sim¬ 
ple  fact. 

I  thank  you  most  warmly,  commodore,  for  your  obliging  kindness 
in  furnishing  the  Essex  with  much -needed  supplies.  Among  other 
benefits,  I  trust  your  assistance  will  enable  me  to  make  the  Essex 
Junior  a  fast  and  serviceable  craft.  I  am  cutting  up  some  old  boilers, 
with  which  I  intend  to  protect  her  forecastle,  that  I  may  mount  there 
a  12-pounder  howitzer.  Small  as  she  is,  she  can  then  be  of  some  serv¬ 
ice  in  attending  to  improvised  guerrillas,  should  any  such  make  their 
appearance  in  this  neighborhood.  But  I  hope  that  Admiral  Porter 
will  soon  be  able  to  send  down  to  me  one  or  two  small  regular  gun¬ 
boats  for  the  service  between  New  Orleans  and  Donaldsonville. 
Please  excuse  this  long  letter  with  its  many  extracts.  1  only  hope 
that  its  perusal  may  not  trench  too  much  upon  your  valuable  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 
Commander ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding . 

Commodore  Henry  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Essex, 

Off  Donaldsonville ,  La.,  August  30,  1863. 

Sir:  Enclosed  herewith  I  send  you  copies  of  a  communication  from 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  and  of  a  letter  to  the  latter  from  General  N. 
P.  Banks,  just  received  by  the  hands  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Estrella.  As  the  points  referred  to  in  these 
communications  lie  in  the  second  district  of  Admiral  Porter’s  squad¬ 
ron,  I  have  directed  Captain  Cooke  to  proceed  on  up  the  river  and 
communicate  to  you  the  information  of  the  apprehended  raid.  I  pre¬ 
sume  you  will  be  able  to  take  care  of  the  guerrillas  in  your  division 
without  retaining  the  Estrella.  If  you  need  assistance  against  estab¬ 
lished  batteries  send  down  a  transport  to  aid  in  towing  us,  and  I  will 
go  up  in  the  Essex.  Where  speed  is  important  we  require  a  tow,  as 
the  Essex  can  make  only  3  miles  an  hour  against  the  current. 

I  learn  by  the  Iberville,  just  passed  down,  that  one  of  your  gunboats 
has  badl}^  cut,  up  and  dispersed  the  guerrillas  in  Morgan  Bend,  per¬ 
haps  the  same  party  to  whom  the  within  communications  refer.  I 
congratulate  you  on  this  successful  dispersion  of  rebels  within  your 
command.  Please  inform  me  in  regard  to  the  facts,  and  what  news 
you  have  regarding  the  enemy’s  movements. 

1  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 

Commander,  TJ.  8  Navy,  Commanding  First  Division, 

M  ississippi  Sq  uadron . 

Commander  of  the  Second  Division,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Townsend,  U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  request  for 
cooperation  until  Major- Genercd  Ranks,  TJ.  8.  Army. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Essex, 

Off  Donaldsonville ,  La. ,  August  31,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  a  com¬ 
munication  from  Commodore  Bell,  commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron, 
of  a  letter  to  the  latter  from  General  Banks,  and  of  a  communication 
from  myself  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  second  division  of  your 
squadron.  These  documents  will  explain  themselves  and  the  action  I 
took  in  the  case. 

1  have  written  to  Commodore  Bell  informing  him  of  your  having 
divided  your  command  into  districts  under  divisional  commanders  and 
of  your  general  orders  against  interference  with  other  divisions  except 
in  emergent  cases.  I  also  informed  him  that  at  present  the  Essex  was 
the  only  vessel  you  could  spare  to  look  out  for  the  first  district,  although 
it  was  your  intention  to  send  me  other  vessels  as  soon  as  you  could  do 
so;  that  making  but  a  scant  3  miles  against  the  current,  she  could  be 
outmarched  by  infantry,  and  was  therefore  scarcely  fitted  to  patrol 
the  river.  And  I  thought  he  would  agree  with  me  that  the  vessels 
you  had  assigned  to  the  second  division  would  be  abundantly  able  to 
check  and  break  up  any  raid  the  guerrillas  might  attempt  just  now. 
If  assistance  were  required  bjr  them,  I  would  at  once  proceed  with  the 
Essex  to  their  aid.  I  took  pains  to  give  Commodore  Bell  succinctly, 
yet  courteously,  my  reasons  for  not  complying  with  his  request  that 
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the  Essex  should  proceed  to  Plaquemine  and  Morgan za.  And  while 
thanking  him  for  his  promptness  in  sending  up  the  Estrella ,  I  endeav¬ 
ored  to  show  him  that  your  arrangements  for  naval  protection  to  the 
river  were  quite  complete  and  soon  would  be  altogether  so. 

Hoping  that  my  action  in  this  matter  may  meet  with  your  approba¬ 
tion, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Com.dg.  'First  Div .,  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  Dav  id  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Mxdlany ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  affairs  off 

Galveston. 


U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex.,  August  31,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  ordered  Commander  Woolsey  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans 
with  the  steamer  Princess  Roycd  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  her 
machinery,  which  is  badly  disabled,  and  as  the  surve}Ting  officers  state 
that  the  temporary  repairs  made  upon  the  engine  can  not  be  relied 
upon  in  case  of  bad  weather,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  send  her  up, 
accompanied  by  the  Tennessee. 

The  Princess  Roycd  left  here  for  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  19th,  and  the 
Cayuga  arrived  on  the  24th  instant  a.  m.  A  schooner  chartered  by 
Commander  Woolsey  arrived  here  the  evening  of  the  24th  instant  from 
the  Rio  Grande,  bringing  up  Lieutenant  McKay,  with  a  message  from 
Commander  Woolsey  that  the  Princess  Royal  was  totally  disabled  and 
that  he  required  immediate  assistance.  On  the  25th,  having  coaled 
the  Tennessee,  I  dispatched  her  with  orders  to  tow  the  Princess  Royal 
to  this  station,  and  on  the  28th  she  returned  here,  bringing  with  her 
the  disabled  steamer. 

I  have  no  vessel  to  spare  to  send  to  the  Rio  Grande,  as  the  Cayuga 
is  required  here  to  take  the  place  of  the  Tennessee. 

The  coal  schooner  Argus  Eye  will  be  discharged  to-day  or  to-morrow. 
There  is  just  enough  coal  on  board  of  her  to  fill  up  the  gunboats.  The 
Tennessee  has  coal  enough  on  board  only  to  take  her  to  New  Orleans. 
1  have  taken  from  the  Princess  Royal  all  that  she  could  spare. 

1  enclose  for  your  information  the  report  of  the  survey  on  the 
machinery  of  the  Princess  Royal;  also  two  reports  made  to  me  by 
Lieutenant-Commander  Dana,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga ,  one  of 
which  relates  to  the  trade  with  Matamoras,  and  the  other  to  the 
defenses  of  Galveston. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  order  the  commander  of  the  Tennessee 
to  take  in  a  full  supply  of  coal  in  case  you  determine  to  send  her  back 
to  this  station  again,  as  she  had  a  short  supply  before. 

The  enemy  appeal’s  to  be  busily  employed  at  Fort  Magruder,  build¬ 
ing  barracks  and  mounting  guns.  I  can  not  discover  that  he  has 
mounted  an}’  guns  yet  at  Pelican  Spit. 

1  send  up  by  the  Tennessee  two  deserters  from  the  rebel  army,  to 
whom  I  administered  the  enclosed  oath  of  allegiance. 
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I  have  to  report  to  you  the  death  of  two  of  the  crew  of  this  ship  on 
the  28th  instant,  viz,  Joseph  McMahon,  coal  heaver,  who  died  of 
disease  of  the  heart,  and  Thomas  F.  Jones  (colored),  landsman,  who 
jumped  overboard  during  a  violent  squall  at  11:20  p.  m.  in  a  fit  of 
delirium  and  was  drowned. 

A  coal  vessel  is  required  here  immediately  to  supply  the  wants  of 
this  division  of  the  squadron. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gidf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  off  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Commander  Mullany ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  condition 

of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Bienville. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex.,  August  31,  1863. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  made  to  me  by 
the  chief  engineer  of  this  ship  in  relation  to  her  boilers  and  machinery, 
which  I  respectfully  ask  may  receive  due  consideration. 

You  will  perhaps  bear  in  mind,  sir,  that  1  reported  to  you  verbally 
some  time  ago  that  our  boilers  were  in  a  leaky  condition,  and  that  I 
requested  your  permission  to  haul  the  fires  and  to  blow  off  the  steam 
for  the  purpose  of  repairing  them.  Owing  to  the  limited  number  of 
vessels  on  the  station  at  the  time,  you  did  not  deem  it  proper  to  assent 
to  my  request. 

Since  then  they  have  been  getting  worse.  On  the  26th  instant  1  was 
obliged  to  haul  the  fires  under  the  port  boiler  and  to  blow  off  the  steam 
and  water  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  three  very  bad  leaks,  one  of 
which  required  a  patch  of  11  inches  square  and  ten  bolts  to  secure  it. 

The  ship  was,  in  consequence  of  these  leaks,  rendered  inefficient 
from  8  a.  m.  until  midnight,  owing  to  the  fact  that  she  has  but  two 
boilers.  When  the  water  is  blown  from  one  of  them,  she  is  listed  over 
so  far  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  fight  the  battery,  and  the  remaining 
boiler  will  not  supply  a  sufficient  quantity  of  steam  to  enable  the  ship 
to  be  managed  efficiently. 

I  have  satisfied  myself  that  the  chief  engineer  has  rather  underrated 
the  condition  of  the  boilers  than  otherwise,  and  therefore  trust  that  an 
opportunity  will  be  afforded  at  an  early  date  to  repair  them,  calling 
your  attention  at  the  same  time  to  the  fact  that  this  ship  has  been 
under  steam  since  the  20th  February  without  even  an  opportunity  of 
sweeping  the  flues,  which  are  now  so  completely  choked  up  as  to  ren¬ 
der  it  difficult  to  drive  the  ship  more  than  T  or  8  knots  per  hour. 

Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  this  ship’s  rud¬ 
der.  I  find  it  is  growing  worse,  and  notwithstanding  the  bands  that 
were  placed  on  the  stock,  the  ship  scarcely  answers  her  helm  in  a  sea¬ 
way  or  when  there  is  a  moderate  breeze,  owing  to  the  strength  of  the 
stock  being  insufficient  to  keep  the  guiding  part  or  feather  of  the 
rudder  at  the  proper  angle. 
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I  therefore  respectfully  request  that  an  opportunity  may  be  speedily 
afforded  me  to  replace  it  with  a  new  one,  for,  with  a  crippled  rudder, 
the  boilers  in  their  present  defective  state,  this  ship  is  liable  to  become 
severely  disabled  at  any  moment. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  off  New  Orleans ,  La. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  August  28,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  respectfully  reduce  to  writing 
my  verbal  report  made  to  you  this  day  in  relation  to  the  engine  and 
boilers  of  this  ship. 

The  boilers  are  getting  very  defective  and  unsafe,  the  iron  in  the 
ash  pans  and  the  back  ends  of  the  furnaces  on  the  line  of  the  grate 
bars  are  constantly  giving  away  and  require  to  be  patched  frequently. 

The  lower  tier  of  flues  on  the  port  boilers  are  leaking  very  badly, 
the  rivet  heads  being  entirely  gone  in  a  number  of  places;  these  leaks 
keep  the  flues  full  of  water;  the  evaporation  thereof  has  left  a  large 
deposit  of  salt  and  ashes  in  them,  seriously  affecting  the  draft. 

This  vessel  having  but  two  boilers  of  the  return-flue  style,  in  case 
of  one  being  disabled  and  requires  blowing  out  for  repairs,  we  can 
not  generate  steam  with  the  other  to  keep  the  ship  underway  with 
any  speed  for  but  a  very  short  time. 

The  engine  requires  repacking,  valves  grinding,  and  a  thorough 
examination  throughout.  I  would  respectfully  state  that  the  ship 
having  been  under  steam  over  six  months  without  hauling  fires  it  has 
become  absolutely  necessary  for  the  engine  and  boilers  to  undergo 
thorough  repairs  to  make  them  reliable  and  efficient,  especially  the 
boilers,  for,  in  their  present  condition,  I  am  apprehensive  of  their 
giving  out  and  leaving  the  ship  disabled  at  any  moment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  F.  Wright, 

A  ding  Chief  Engineer. 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  II.  S.  S.  Bienville. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Bolando,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Seminole,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the 
interception  of  contraband  trade  with  Matamoras  and  general 
blockade  duty  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  31,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Seminole  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  Mexico,  as  a  part  of  the  United  States  naval  force  blockading 
the  coast  of  Texas,  to  look  after  the  trade  in  contraband  of  war  which 
is  carried  on  with  Matamoras. 
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The  rebels  receive  the  greater  part  of  their  supplies  of  arms, 
ammunition,  clothing,  and  other  interdicted  articles  by  neutral  ves¬ 
sels,  particularly  British  vessels  clearing  for  Matamoras;  their  papers 
are  not  only  artfully  drawn  up,  but  their  cargoes  also  are  most  art¬ 
fully  disguised  and  concealed.  It  will  require  all  of  }rour  vigilance  to 
detect  them.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  desires  and 
expects  that  trade  to  be  broken  up  by  every  lawful  means.  They 
expect  the  United  States  cruisers  rigidly  and  firml}7,  but  without 
giving  unnecessary  annoyance,  to  examine  every  commercial  vessel 
for  contraband  of  war  that  they  may  meet  on  the  high  seas  approach¬ 
ing  or  departing  from  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  departing  vessels  are  often  freighted  with  cotton  belonging  to 
the  Confederate  States,  the  shipments  having  been  made  by  estab¬ 
lished  and  recognized  agents  residing  on  the  Mexican  soil.  The 
United  States  consul  at  Matamoras  is  doubtlessly  acquainted  with 
them,  and  should  furnish  you  with  legal  proofs  sufficient  for  you  to 
act. 

You  are  herewith  supplied  with  descriptions  of  blockade  runners, 
and  you  are  requested  to  have  a  copy  made  of  others  which  are  on  a 
list  supplied  to  Commander  Woolsey,  of  the  Princess  Royal,  of  which 
I  have  no  second  copy.  On  that  list  you  will  find  some  noted  names, 
and  the  vessels  were  at  last  accounts  tying  off  Rio  Grande,  discharging- 
cargoes,  viz:  British  steamers  Sir  William  Peel ,  Edward  Hawkins , 
Gladiator ,  Sea  Queen ,  and  Celt. 

You  are  particularly  desired  to  watch  that  no  privateer  is  fitted  out 
on  that  coast. 

The  Navy  Department  directs  that  the  Surnter,  alias  Gibraltar ,  shall 
be  captured  wherever  she  may  be  met  with  on  the  high  seas.  In 
respecting  the  neutral  waters  of  Mexico,  your  jurisdiction  on  the 
United  States  side  of  that  line  will  be  complete.  If  you  anchor  on 
the  Mexican  side  there  might  be  a  question  as  to  your  pursuing 
directly  a  vessel  sailing  from  there.  You  will  also  look  out  for  the 
blockade  of  Brazos  Santiago  and  adjacent  inlets. 

Another  vessel  will  be  sent  to  cruise  off  the  coast  as  soon  as  one  can 
be  made  ready. 

You  will  get  your  supplies  of  coal  and  provisions  as  you  need  them 
off  the  bar  of  Galveston,  where  the  senior  officer  on  the  coast  of  Texas 
is  stationed,  and  you  will  please  make  your  reports  through  that 
officer. 

I  would  remind  you  that  you  will  probably  meet  French  cruisers  off 
the  Rio  Grande,  who  exercise  belligerent  rights  out  on  the  high  seas 
and  in  Mexican  waters,  but  they  have  no  such  rights  on  the  side  of  the 
United  States. 

If  there  should  be  any  uncertainty  about  the  character  of  a  vessel 
send  her  in  for  the  courts  to  decide,  being  careful  to  collect  all  the 
evidence  against  her  that  can  be  found. 

A  prize  court  is  established  in  New  Orleans, 

I  am,  very  respectfullv, 


[H.  H.  Bell], 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 


Commander  Henry  Rolando, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole,  New  Orleans. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rolando ,  U. 
S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  August  31,  1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Seminole  is  ready  for  sea,  proceed  to  the  Rio 
Grande  in  compliance  with  your  instructions. 

1  am,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  giro  tern. 

Commander  Henry  Rolando, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole ,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Gillis ,  U.  S.Navy , 
commanding  ITS.  S.  Ossipee,  for  the  transportation  of  recruits  for 
vessels  on  the  coast  of  Texas. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  1 ,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  please  receive  on  board  of  the  Ossipee  a  number  of 
recruits  for  the  vessels  on  blockade  off  the  coast  of  Texas,  viz,  the 
Katahdin ,  Cayuga ,  New  London ,  and  bark  IP  G.  Anderson. 

The  bark  Anderson  is  on  the  blockade  off  Aransas  Pass.  The  times 
of  her  crew  expired  some  time  ago.  You  will  please  therefore  trans¬ 
fer  her  recruits  to  the  U.  S.  S .Bienville  when  you  arrive  off  Galves¬ 
ton  and  send  her  to  Aransas  Pass,  to  put  them  on  board  of  the  Ander¬ 
son, ,  which  having  done,  the  Bienville  and  Anderson  will  both  proceed 
to  Pensocola,  under  the  orders  I  shall  send  there  by  you. 

I  am,  veiw  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

Commanding  IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee. 


Order  of  Commander  Mullany ,  IT.  S.  Nauy,  to  Commander  Woolsey , 
IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  ITT.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal,  to  proceed  to 
New  Orleans. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex. ,  September*  1,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  to  New  Orleans  with  the  steamer  Prin¬ 
cess  Royal  under  your  command,  in  tow  of  the  steamer  Tennessee. 

On  your  arrival  there  report  to  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell  for  further 
instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander  and  Senior  Offcer  Present. 

Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal. 
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Order  of  Commander  Mullany,  C .  S.  JS/avy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Henry ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Tennessee ,  for  the  trans¬ 
portation  to  New  Orleans  of  men  and  pr  ize  property . 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex.,  September  1,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  please  receive  on  board  the  Tennessee ,  for  passage  to 
New  Orleans,  two  deserters  from  the  rebel  army,  who  will  be  sent 
from  this  ship,  six  persons  taken  from  prizes  captured  by  the  U.  S. 
gunboat  Cayuga ,  and  a  quantity  of  prize  property  that  will  be  sent  to 
you  from  the  Cayuga. 

Please  report  to  Commodore  Bell  and  tind  out  what  disposition  he 
wishes  made  of  these  men  and  of  the  prize  property. 

Very  respectful ly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  It.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee ,  off  Galveston ,  Tex. 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Thatcher , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department, 
Washington ,  September  1 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  Philadelphia  by  the  11th  instant  and  report  to  Com¬ 
modore  Stribling  on  that  day  for  passage  in  the  Bermuda  to  the  West 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  and  upon  falling  in  with  the  U.  S.  steam 
frigate  Colorado ,  you  will  assume  command  of  that  vessel,  reporting 
to  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  commanding  that  squadron  pro  tempore,  by 
the  first  opportunity  thereafter. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Boston ,  Mass. 


Report  of  Commander  Townsend ',  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Essex ,  regarding  affairs  in  the  Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Essex, 

Off  Donaldsonville,  La.,  September  1863. 

Commodore:  The  Estrella  has  just  come  down  from  above. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke  has  been  up  as  far  as  Morganza,  where 
he  found  the  Neosho,  a  river  monitor.  The  Lafayette  was  at  Port 
Hudson,  the  LLenwood  at  Baton  Rouge,  and  another  light-draft  vessel 
came  down  to  Morganza  from  Red  River,  convoying  some  transports. 
At  Morganza  the  guerrillas  had  fired  (with  musketry  only)  upon  some 
of  the  transports,  but  the  Neosho  had  dispersed  them.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Foster,  who  is  to  command  the  second  division,  had  not 
yet  arrived,  but  was  expected  daily.  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke 
reports  the  sea  steamer  Continental  ashore  off  Bayou  Goula,  where 
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she  got  on  about  11  o'clock  last  night.  There  were  one  or  two  steam¬ 
ers  assisting  her.  As  Colonel  [William  O.JFiske,  commanding  ashore 
here,  informs  me  that  rebel  pickets  were  seen  yesterday  at  Bayou 
Gouia,  1  have  directed  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke  to  proceed 
thither  and  take  care  of  the  transports  till  the  Continental  gets  off. 
Please  excuse  haste,  as  the  transport  that  will  take  this  down  is 
waiting. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 

Commander ,  U  S.  Navy ,  Commanding. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  f  rom  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
transmitting  enclosures  regarding  the  British  steamer  Sir  William 
Peel ,  and  other  traders  in  the  Bio  Grande. 


Navy  Department,  September  0,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  for  your  perusal  dispatch 
No.  12  and  its  enclosures,  from  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  commanding 
Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tempore,  in  reference  to  the 
British  steamer  Sir  William  Peel  and  other  traders  at  Matamoras  or  off 
the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Mexican  boundary  line. 

The  Department  would  be  pleased  to  receive  any  suggestions  on  the 
subject  that  may  occur  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  return¬ 
ing  dispatch  regarding  the  case  of  the  British  steamer  Sir  William 
Peel. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington ,  September  3 ,  1863.  ■ 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday  and  to  return  the  dispatch  of  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  which 
accompanied  it.  The  stipulation  in  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo, 
by  which  the  boundary  between  the  United  States  was  begun  in  the 
Gulf  3  leagues  from  land,  is  still  in  force.  It  was  intended,  however, 
to  regulate  within  those  limits  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  parties  to 
the  instrument  only.  It  could  not  affect  the  rights  of  any  other  power 
under  the  law  of  nations.  It  seems  that  the  peculiarity  of  the  clause 
adverted  to  attracted  the  notice  of  the  British  Government.  A  copy  of 
the  reply  of  this  Department  upon  the  subject  is  herewith  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward, 

\Secretary  of  State .] 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[Endorsement.] 


Inform  commander  of  West  Gnlf  Squadron  that  the  treaty  stipula¬ 
tion  applies  only  to  the  two  countries  and  does  not  disturb  interna¬ 
tional  law  as  regards  other  powers. 

W. 

[Enclosure.] 


-  Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  August  19,  18J/.8. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  30th  April  last 
objecting  on  behalf  of  the  British  Government  to  that  clause  in  the 
fifth  article  of  the  late  treaty  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States, 
by  which  it  is  declared  that  “the  boundary  line  between  the  two  repub¬ 
lics  shall  commence  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  3  leagues  from  land,” 
instead  of  1  league  from  land,  which  you  observe  is  acknowledged  by 
international  law  and  practice  as  the  extent  of  territorial  jurisdiction 
over  the  sea  that  washes  the  coasts  of  States. 

In  answer  I  have  to  state  that  the  stipulation  in  the  treaty  can  only 
affect  the  rights  of  Mexico  and  the  United  States.  If,  for  their  mutual 
convenience,  it  has  been  deemed  proper  to  enter  into  such  an  arrange¬ 
ment,  third  parties  can  have  no  just  cause  of  complaint.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  never  intended  by  this  stipulation  to  ques¬ 
tion  the  rights  which  Great  Britain  or  any  other  power  may  possess 
under  the  law  of  nations. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance 
of  my  high  consideration. 

James  Buchanan. 

John  F.  Crampton,  Esq.,  etc. 


Instructions  from  Commodore  Bell ,  U.S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Golds- 
horough,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Colorado,  in  vieio  of 
sickness  reported  on  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  3,  1863. 

Dear  Captain:  I  am  distressed  to  hear  of  sickness  being  in  the 
Colorado  and  at  Pensacola,  There  being  no  separate  accommodations 
to  assign  you  there  for  the  reception  of  your  sick,  I  know  of  nothing- 
better  to  be  done  than  for  3rou  to  cruise  offshore,  keeping  your  sick 
and  their  clothes  separate  from  the  crew,  say  in  the  launch  on  the 
spar  deck. 

I  shall  send  your  report  to  the  Department  by  the  first  steamer. 
Look  out  for  the  blockade  as  well  as  you  can. 

As  you  are  in  quarantine,  please  excuse  me  for  sending  some  impor¬ 
tant  papers,  description  of  blockade  runners,  to  Captain  Marchand 
to  copy  and  then  give  you  the  original.  Two  famous  rams  are  named, 
for  which  you  should  be  on  the  lookout. 

Please  let  the  Eugenie  take  a  dispatch  to  Commodore  Smith  to  send 
coal  and  provision  vessels  to  Ship  Island  for  you. 

I  have  no  vessels  here  ready  loaded.  You  should  coal  at  the  Pensa¬ 
cola  wharf  without  communicating,  hauling  off  and  proceeding  to  sea 
without  waiting. 
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You  will  please  have  no  communication  with  the  supply  steamer 
daily  expected,  except  verbal. 

I  will  send  you  the  Gertrude  for  blockading  about  Monday. 

Please  keep  her  cruising  about  75  miles  to  the  southward  and  east¬ 
ward  from  Mobile  Bar.  1  would  thank  you  to  send  the  Eugenie  to 
the  lake  [Pontchartrain]  frequently',  provided  they  don’t  quarantine 
her.  If  they  should  do  that,  let  her  have  orders  to  send  me  word  or 
her  letters,  and  then  return  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Colorado. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Marchand,  TJ.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Lackawamna ,  to  forward  copies  of 

papers  for  the  U.  S.  S.  Colorado  in  quarantine. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  3,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Colorado  being  in  quarantine,  I  have  departed  from  the 
usual  course  and  enclosed  to  yourself,  second  in  command  off  Mobile, 
some  “Description  of  blockade  runners,”  forwarded  by  the  Navy 
Department. 

You  will  please  have  copies  taken  of  them  for  the  use  of  the  fleet 
in  that  direction  and  send  the  originals  on  board  to  Captain  Golds- 
borough,  the  senior  officer,  to  whom  I  have  explained  this  proceeding. 

I  will  send  you  by  the  steamer  Gertrude  the  articles  required  by  your 
requisitions. 

I  trust  you  will  all  try  to  keep  sickness  out  of  }Tour  vessels. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Captain  John  B.  Marchand, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Lackawanna. 


General  instructions  from  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain 
Gillis,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Ossipee. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  3 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Upon  your  arriving  off  Galveston  and  assuming  command  there, 
you  will  please  dispatch  Captain  Mullany  in  the  Bienville  to  put  the 
recruits  for  the  bark  W.  G.  Anderson  on  board  of  her  off  Aransas, 
and  thence  to  Tampico,  in  fulfillment  of  his  instructions.  Upon  the 
arrival  off  Galveston  of  the  Princess  Royal ,  commander  M.  [B.]  Wool- 
sey ,  dispatch  the  Tennessee  to  this  port,  forwarding  by  her  Commander 
Woolsey’s  report  of  things  at  Rio  Grande. 

The  bark  W.  G.  Anderson  will  be  ordered  from  Aransas  to  this  sta¬ 
tion  when  the  Bienville  goes  down. 
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The  three-masted  schooner  Kittatinny ,  Acting-  Master  Commanding 
Isaac  D.  Seyburn,  is  here  and  will  sail  immediately  to  blockade  from 
Corpus  Christi  to  Pass  Cavallo,  in  place  of  the  bark  Anderson ,  and  the 
brig  Bohio,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  D.  Roath,  commanding, 
to  blockade  from  Pass  Cavallo  to  Rio  Brazos. 

You  will  look  out  for  San  Luis  Pass  by  vessels  from  Galveston  Bar. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Edward  E.  Potter,  of  the  gunboat  New 
London,  having  applied  for  a  medical  survey,  you  will  please  order 
one  if  you  consider  his  case  as  requiring  immediate  action. 

(  Three  hundred  and  ninety  tons  coal  have  been  sent  in  brig  Itasca  to 
Galveston  Bar,  and  schooner  Manhasset  sailed  to-day  with  325  tons 
for  the  Clifton ,  Arizona ,  and  Sachem ,  ordered  immediately  into  Sabine 
River. 

The  Seminole  and  other  steamers  must  go  to  Galveston  for  coal  and 
supplies  of  all  kinds. 

lour  supplies  of  every  description  will  be  sent  to  you  off  Galveston, 
and  you  will  be  pleased  to  keep  me  timely  informed  of  the  wants  of 
the  vessels  under  your  command. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

/  r  ;  _  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee. 


Instructions  from  Commodore  Bell ,  XL  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Gillis , 
C.  S.  Wavy,  upon  assuming  command  of  the  Galveston  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  3 , 1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Ossipee  is  ready  for  sea  proceed  in  her  to  Gal- 

oQSt.°oIl?arLagreeabliy  toTtbe  ordersof  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  July 
28,  1863  Commander  J  R.  [M.]  Mullany,  U.  S.  S.  Bienville,  is  in 
command  off  Galveston;  he  will  inform  you  as  to  the  disposition  of 
the  vessels  on  blockade  off  the  coast  of  Texas,  and  also  of  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  enemy,  particularly  about  the  harbor  of  Galveston,  its  land 
and  water  defenses,  including  the  rams  and  steamboats,  about  which 
1  have  to  request  you  to  inform  yourself  minutely,  as  active  operations 
will  probably  be  made  in  that  direction  ere  long. 

With  this  view  I  have  to  request  you  to  employ  Mr.  Davis  and  the 
other  pilots  to  sound  out  anew  the  outer  bars  and  channels  leadino- 

oaiTde  them  f°rtS’  ^  lf  necessaiT  to  establish  some  small  buoys  to 

We  can  not  anticipate  the  movements  of  the  army,  but  when  you 
have  a  knowledge  of  them,  however  informally,  it  is  trusted  that  you 
will  give  them  the  cordial  cooperation  of  the  force  under  vour 
command.  ' 

If  the  movement  against  Sabine  Pass  should  be  successful,  send  the 
Owaseo  to  this  port  and  employ  the  New  London  at  your  discretion 
but  you  will  p.ease  keep  her  and  the  gunboats  always  ready  for  going 
m to  Galveston  Bay,  when  the  army  is  prepared  for  that  attack. 

Ihe  Owaseo 'and  New  London  are  off  Sabine  Pass.  Bienville  Ten¬ 
nessee,  Ivatahdin,  and  Cayuga  are  off  Galveston.  Bark  IE  G  Ander¬ 
son  is  off  Aransas  and  Corpus  Christi.  ' 
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The  steamer  Granite  City  sails  to-morrow  to  cruise  off  the  coast  from 
Rio  Grande  to  longitude  95°  W.  and  latitude  28°  N. 

The  Seminole  is  stationed  off  the  Rio  Grande,  to  look  after  the  con¬ 
trabandists  trading  there,  and  running  into  Brazos  Santiago.  As  the 
Bienville  will  visit  Tampico,  you  can  send  a  vessel  there  some  other 
time  agreeably  to  the  admiral’s  instructions,  to  confer  with  the  U.  S. 
consul  at  that  port,  but  to  exercise  his  own  judgment  as  to  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  remaining  there. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

Commanding  XI.  S.  S.  Ossipee. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U  S.  Wavy ,  to  Commander  Mullany ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  to  proceed  to  Tampico  to  investigate  conditions  there. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  September  3,  '1863. 

Sir:  After  Captain  Gillis  shall  have  assumed  the  command  off  Gal¬ 
veston  Bar,  you  will  receive  from  the  Ossipee  the  recruits  (with  their 
accounts)  drafted  for  the  bark  W.  G.  Anderson ,  and  put  them  on  board 
of  her  off  Aransas  Pass. 

You  will  next  show  yourself  off  the  Rio  Grande  and  communicate 
with  Commander  Rolando,  of  the  Seminole. 

Next  proceed  off  Tampico  Bar  and  visit  Mr.  Franklin  Chase,  U.  S. 
consul  at  that  place,  who  has  represented  that  the  presence  of  a  man- 
of-war  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  our  interests  there.  Of  that 
I  wish  you  to  form  an  opinion  for  yourself. 

Please  announce  vour  arrival  to  him  by  letter,  and  enquire  particu¬ 
larly  whether  the  rights  of  the  United  States  have  been  violated,  in 
order  that  his  facts  may  be  stated. 

If  your  presence  there  should  not  be  necessariy  you  will  proceed  to 
this  port  to  have  the  needful  repairs  made  upon  your  rudder. 

The  French  exercise  belligerent  rights  on  that  coast,  and  are  in  pos¬ 
session  of  Tampico. 

I  am,  very  respectfull}T, 

Id.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 


Captain  John  R.  M. 


Mullany, 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Boaih ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  II.  S.  brig  Bohio ,  to  proceed  to  duty 
on  the  blockade  of  Texas. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  3 ,  1863. 


Sir:  As  soon  as  you  are  ready  for  sea,  having  on  board  a  supply  of 
provisions  for  three  months,  you  will  proceed  to  blockade  the  coast  ot 
Texas,  extending  from  Corpus  Christi  to  Pass  Cavallo. 

Two  steamers  are  said  to  be  in  Brazos  River  and  two  at  Uavaca, 
prepared  to  go  out  to  attack  the  sail  vessels  on  blockade.  1  ou  will 
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keep  on  your  guard  against  them;  they  can  venture  out  only  in  calm 
weather. 

You  will  closely  examine  every  merchant  vessel  you  may  meet  with, 
and  will  seize  and  send  into  port  for  adjudication  ever}7  vessel  of  whose 
character  you  may  have  a  reasonable  doubt,  taking  care  to  secure  and 
send  under  seal  to  the  judge  all  the  papers  and  proofs  you  may  have 
of  her  illegal  character. 

Her  log  books  and  charts  and  reckonings  should  be  carefully  sealed 
and  sent  to  the  judge,  or  the  absence  of  these  distinctly  stated. 

It  is  inexcusable  for  a  vessel  to  be  much  out  of  her  latitude. 

A  foreign  ship  of  war  has  no  right  to  cruise  inside  of  you  unless 
you  keep  off  too  far  from  the  coast.  Always  run  inside  of  them  after 
having  satisfied  yourself  of  their  true  character. 

First  report  yourself  off  Galveston  to  the  senior  officer  in  command 
there,  showing  him  your  orders  before  proceeding  on  your  cruise. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  D.  Roath, 

U.  S.  Brig  Bohio. 


[Like  order  of  same  date  to  Acting  Master  Isaac  D.  Seyburn,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  Kittatinny ,  to  cruise  between  Pass 
Cavallo  and  Brazos  River.] 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Crocker,  U  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition  of  cotton  taken  on 
the  steamer  Queen  of  the  West. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  September  3,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  send  to  New  Orleans  by  railway  the  cotton  which  was 
taken  by  the  U.  S.  Navy  from  the  Queen  of  the  West  at  the  time  of 
her  destruction  (about  April  last)  and  have  the  same  delivered  to  the 
United  States  prize  commissioner  at  New  Orleans,  giving  him  a  his¬ 
tory  of  the  said  cotton. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 
Captain  Frederick  Crocker, 

U.  S.  S.  Clifton,  Brashear  City. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,'  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
LLenry,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tennessee. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  September  lh  1863. 

Sir.  Turn  over  the  command  of  the  Tennessee  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  George  Wiggin,  and  hold  yourself  ready  for  other  duty. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell. 

Commodore,  Com  dg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 
Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry, 

U.  S.  S.  Tennessee. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Red,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of  the 

appearance  of  malignant  disease  on  hoard  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Colorado. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  J,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  forwarded  to  me 
by  Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  S.  Colorado ,  off  Mobile  Par, 
from  Surgeon  J.  D.  Miller,  of  that  ship. 

Captain  Goldsborough  states  that  “a  disease  in  every  appearance  as 
malignant  and  of  the  same  type  has  made  its  appearance  in  Pensacola” 
(navy  yard,  I  suppose).  “How  fatal  it  has  been  I  am  not  informed.” 

Considering  the  circumscribed  limits  of  our  occupation  at  the  navy 
yard  and  the  forts,  I  do  not  know  of  any  separate  accommodations  that 
could  be  prepared  there  for  the  sick  of  the  Colorado.  I  have  conse¬ 
quent^  directed  Captain  Goldsborough  to  cruise  off  the  coast  and  have 
no  intercourse  with  any  of  the  fleet  until  the  Navy  Department  can  be 
heard  from  in  reference  to  his  ship.  Assistant  Surgeon  Chalmers, 
who  brought  me  the  dispatch  from  the  Colorado ,  expressed  the  belief 
that  the  disorder  came  from  the  chartered  sqhooner  Enchantress ,  which 
had  delivered  stores  at  the  navy  yard,  Pensacola,  as  well  as  on  board 
of  the  Colorado ,  the  paymaster’s  clerk  and  some  marines  having  been 
the  first  victims,  the  latter  standing  post  near  the  storeroom.  1  may 
add  in  confirmation  of  that  belief  that  a  fatal  disorder  of  the  same 
character  appeared  on  board  the  Enchantress  after  her  arrival  here 
with  stores,  her  captain  having  died  of  it  and  the  mate  having  been 
taken  down  with  the  same  fever.  But  I  am  happy  to  state  that  no 
such  disorder  has  yet  appeai’ed  on  board  the  vessels  here. 

The  Colorado  is  understood  to  be  most  carefully  policed  and  venti¬ 
lated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mob  ile,  September  1,  1863. 

Sir:  It  becomes  my  duty  to  state  that  a  highly  malignant  disease, 
resembling  in  some  respects  yellow  fever,  has  made  its  appearance  in 
this  ship.  Four  fatal  cases  have  occurred;  three  within  the  last  ten 
days  and  two  others  now  threaten  a  like  termination.  The  last  cases 
are  the  most  aggravated  in  their  features. 

If,  in  addition  to  this  statement,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  express  an 
opinion,  it  would  be  to  recommend  you  to  take  the  Colorado  away 
from  this  coast  for  a  few  days  until  more  is  known  about  the  nature 
and  progress  of  this  disease. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  Miller, 

Surgeon. 

Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Division  West  Gulf  Blockading  Sgadron. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movements  of 

certain  United  States  vessels. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  J,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Gertrude,  Acting 
Master  W.  K.  Cressy,  arrived  on  this  station  and  reported  on  the  21st 
August,  requiring  repairs  on  machinery;  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Granite 
City,  Acting  Master  C.  W.  Lamson,  arrived  on  the  27th  August  and 
sailed  to-day  for  Sabine  Pass;  both  of  these  steamers  having  been 
detained  in  quarantine. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Kittatinny,  Acting  Master  Isaac  D.  Seyburn, 
arrived  on  the  3d  instant  and  will  sail  immediately  for  blockade  serv¬ 
ice,  coast  of  Texas.  The  U.  S.  storeship  Courier  arrived  on  the  27th 
August  and  sailed  to-day  for  New  York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  T Vest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  NaVy ,  Washington  ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.Navy,  regarding  the  movements  and 
condition  of  certain  vessels  on  the  Texas  blockade. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  September  5,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Seminole,  Commander  Iiolando,  left  this  for  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  1st 
instant  to  look  after  contraband  traders  and  blockade  runners  at  that 
point,  and  that  Captain  John  P.  Gillis,  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee ,  left  yesterday 
morning  for  Galveston  Bar,  and  will  send  hither  the  Bienville  to 
receive  some  indispensable  repairs  instead  of  going  to  Pensacola, 
where  a  fatal  malady  is  said  to  prevail.  I  sent  orders  for  the  Bien¬ 
ville  to  proceed  first  to  Tampico  and  communicate  with  the  U.  S.  con¬ 
sul  before  I  was  made  aware  of  that  vessel’s  crippled  condition. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal  came  up  yesterday  from  Galveston,  her 
main  pillow  block  broken,  and  attended  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee  to 
assist  her. 

The  Sciota ,  Kennebec ,  Pinola,  Virginia,  Albatross,  and  Antona  are 
undergoing  extensive  repairs;  the  Gertrude ,  just  out,  is  also  receiving 
repairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City. 


Report  of  Commander  Woolsey,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Princess  Royal,  covering  the  operations  of  that  vessel  from  August 
10,  1863. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

New  Orleans,  September  5,  1863. 

Sir:  Having  returned  from  the  Rio  Grande  via  Galveston,  in  tow  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee ,  I  respectfully  report  as  follows: 
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My  report  to  the  senior  officer  off  Galveston  of  August  10  gives  the 
particulars  concerning  the  Sir  William  Peel.  On  the  10th  ultimo 
Lieutenant  McKay  and  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Stevenson  returned 
from  Matamoras,  and  that  afternoon  the  governor  visited  me,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  captain  of  the  port,  and  assured  me  that  according  to 
the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  the  boundary  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  commenced  at  the  entrance  of  the  channel  of  the 
Rio  Grande.  This  placed  it  some  hundred  yards  farther  north  than  I 
supposed,  as  the  channel  turns  to  the  northward  from  the  point  of 
land  forming  the  visible  entrance  of  the  river.  The  governor  offered 
to  send  me  a  copy  of  the  treaty,  which  promise  was  never  complied 
with.  Upon  the  departure  of  the  governor  I  saluted  him  with  fifteen 
guns  and  the  Mexican  flag  at  the  fore.  On  the  same  day  (11th)  I  seized 
the  hermaphrodite  brig  Atlantic  of  Nassau,  [New  Providence].  The 
particulars  are  contained  in  my  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  which  is  forwarded  through  you.  If  the  prize  does  not 
arrive  I  will  forward  a  copy  of  the  same.  On  the  12th  ultimo  I  seized 
the  schooner  Flying  Scud ,  under  circumstances  fully  set  forth  in  my 
report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  you  will  receive 
to-day,  that  vessel  having  arrived.  Not  having  men  to  spare  from 
this  ship  for  a  prize  crew,  I  divided  the  crew  of  the  Flying  Scud  and 
sent  five  of  them  up  in  the  Bermuda ,  with  order's  to  Acting  Master 
Commanding  Smith  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  flagship  at  New  Orleans 
and  to  report  the  circumstance  to  you.  The  Atlantic  and  Flying  Scud 
both  sailed  for  New  Orleans  on  the  14th. 

The  following  vessels  mentioned  in  your  instructions  to  me  were 
lying  in  Mexican  waters  and  beyond  my  reach,  viz:  The  Sir  William 
Peel ,  Edward  Hawkins ,  and  Gladiator.  They  were  all  receiving  cotton 
when  I  left  and  while  I  was  there.  The  Sea  Queen  had  sailed  some 
time  before  my  arrival.  The  Gelt  was  lying  on  our  side  at  the  time; 
1  therefore  searched  her  and  kept  a  guard  on  board  her  until  the 
supercargo  could  go  to  Matamoras  and  procure  her  papers.  The 
vessel  was  empty,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  quantity  of  copper 
shipped  from  Matamoras.  The  papers  were  produced,  examined  on 
board  this  vessel,  and  found  to  be  correct.  I  then  removed  the  guard, 
having  failed  to  procure  any  evidence  to  convict  her,  though  there  is 
no  doubt  that  she  brought  goods  for  the  rebels.  The  consul  endeav¬ 
ored  to  procure  evidence  against  her,  but  without  success.  1  have.no 
reason  for  believing  that  any  vessel  lying  in  Mexican  waters  is  fitting 
for  a  privateer.  I  went  there  with  suspicions  with  regard  to  the 
Sir  William  Peel ,  but  after  much  scrutiny,  cautious  enquiry,  and  con¬ 
sultation  with  the  U.  S.  consul,  I  was  satisfied  that  she  is  not  intended 
for  any  such  purpose.  I  believe  she  is  entirely  unfit  for  it.  She  is 
an  old  vessel,  broken-backed,  and  represented  as  being  slow;  her 
machinery  is  also  exposed. 

On  the  14th  ultimo,  being  nearly  out  of  coal,  I  left  the  Cayuga  in 
charge  and  went  to  Galveston  for  a  supply.  I  received  90  tons  and 
returned,  arriving  off  Rio  Grande  at  8  a.  m.,  18th.  1  found  the  bark 

Anderson  lying  there,  which  vessel  I  had  looked  for  on  my  way  down. 
Immediately  upon  my  arrival,  I  received  a  letter  from  her  Britannic 
Majesty’s  acting  vice-consul  at  Matamoras,  a  copy  of  which  1  respect¬ 
fully  forward  with  this,  together  with  my  reply. 

On  the  20th,  the  Cayuga  being  nearly  out  of  coal,  1  sent  her  to  Gal¬ 
veston  for  a  supply.  On  the  22d  the  accident  occurred  which  I  have 
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detailed  in  another  report.  The  vessel  being  very  near  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  I  set  myself  to  work  to  get  her  offshore,  which  I  did,  after 
being  forced  to  clubhaul,  using  our  only  hedge  and  a  6-inch  towline. 
1  then  sent  Lieutenant  McKay  to  Galveston  in  a  schooner  (which  I 
hired  for  that  purpose  at  the  rate  of  $50  per  day)  to  make  known  our 
situation.  1  considered  this  precaution  necessary  for  the  following 
reasons,  viz:  I  had  discovered  that  this  vessel  was  entirely  helpless 
under  canvas;  I  knew  that  the  rebels  possessed  the  means  of  fitting 
out  an  expedition  against  us  independently  of  two  mailed  steamers 
tying  in  Pass  Cavallo,  and  that  the  presence  of  a  steamer  here  in  our 
stead  was  necessary.  On  the  21th  I  succeeded  in  purchasing  from  the 
American  bark  Mary  Bently ,  for  the  sum  of  $55,  four  hard-wood 
stanchions  out  of  her  hold  and  two  spare  spars.  The  forge  was  rigged 
and  the  engineers  commenced  the  temporary  repairs  of  the  engines. 

On  the  night  of  the  26th  the  Tennessee  arrived  with  orders  to  tow 
this  vessel  up  and  for  the  bark  Anderson  to  return  to  her  station.  I 
ordered  the  captain  of  the  Anderson  to  pay  bills,  get  my  hawser  and 
kedge,  and  sail  for  his  station  the  next  morning;  then  took  the  hawser 
of  the  Tennessee.  I  respectfully  forward  herewith  copies  of  some 
correspondence  which  occurred  while  at  Rio  Grande.  The  rules 
observed  by  the  Princess  Royal ,  a  copy  of  which  1  sent  to  the  consul, 
1  requested  him  in  a  private  note  not  to  publish  nor  to  show,  except¬ 
ing  privately  and  confidentially,  as  they  were  null  and  void  unless 
approved  by  the  commander  in  chief. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander. 

Commodore  Henry  Id.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  trans¬ 
mitting  dispatch  from  the  T.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington ,  September  5 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  information  a  cop}-  of  a 
dispatch  dated  21st  July  last  (No.  19)  from  L.  Pierce,  jr.,  giving  the 
names  of  certain  English  vessels  engaged  to  carry  cotton  for  rebels 
from  that  place  to  Europe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  }rour  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Consulate, 
Matamoras ,  July  <21,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  15th  instant  the  rebel  General  Bee,  commanding  the 
western  frontier  of  Texas,  issued  an  order  prohibiting  any  more  cot¬ 
ton  crossing  the  Rio  Grande,  at  the  same  time  calling  a  meeting  of  the 
owners  or  agents  of  the  owners  of  all  the  cotton  in  Brownsville  or  its 
vicinity. 
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At  the  meeting  General  Bee  stated  to  the  merchants  that  the  Con¬ 
federate  Government  had  a  large  stock  of  cotton  on  the  way  out,  but 
as  it  would  not  reach  the  frontier  for  some  sixty  days,  and  it  was  very 
necessary  that  they  should  have  cotton  to  send  to  Europe  immediately, 
that  he  would  borrowr .one-fifth  of  all  that  was  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
crossing.  The  Texas  merchants  have  submitted,  and  I  believe  that 
some  of  the  foreigners  have  also. 

To  carry  this  cotton  to  Europe  the  British  steamers  Sea  Queen  and 
Sir  William  Peel  and  the  sailing  ship  Gladiator  (also  British)  have 
been  engaged  and  are  now  loading. 

All  of  these  vessels  were  consigned  to  rebel  agents  in  this  city,  and 
the  larger  part  of  their  cargoes  had  been  sent  forward  for  rebel  con¬ 
sumption.  A  great  many  army  blankets,  which  were  brought  here  in 
these  steamers  and  also  stored  here,  to  be  sent  forward  in  the  fall. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  Pierce,  Jr., 

United  States  Consul . 

The  Secretary  of  State, 

Washington ,  D.  C. 


'Order  of  Commando, r  Mullany ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  Commander 

Dana ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga,  to  ‘proceed  to 

blockade  duty  off  Sabine  Pass. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  September  6,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  please  fill  up  your  coal  and  then  proceed,  with  the 
Cayuga  under  your  command,  with  all  dispatch  to  the  blockading 
station  off  Sabine  Pass. 

You  are  expected  to  keep  up  as  rigid  a  blockade  as  circumstances 
will  admit  of. 

When  find  your  coal  getting  low,  you  are  authorized  to  return 
here  for  a  fresh  supply. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander  and  Senior  Office?)'  Present. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Wm.  H.  Dana, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Cayuga. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Gamble,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  regarding >  gale  encountered  by  that  vessel 
en  route  from  New  Orleans  to  Philadelphia. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 

Philadelphia,  September  7,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  to-day  at  this  port  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas  under  my  command.  In  compliance  with  orders 
from  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron,  I  sailed  from  New  Orleans  for  Philadelphia  at  noon  on  the 
19th  of  August,  crossed  the  bar  at  South  West  Pass  at  6:30  a.  m.  the 
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21st.  At  4  p.  m.,  the  27th,  in  latitude  33°  50'  N.,  longitude  77°  W., 
wind  was,  and  had  been  for  sixteen  hours,  blowing  a  gale  from  the 
S.  E.,  sea  very  heavy;  it  suddenly  veered  to  north  and  for  one  hour 
blew  a  tierce  hurricane;  ship  labored  heavily,  leaked  badly,  and  fell 
off  in  the  trough  of  the  sea.  A  tarpaulin  wa*  at  once  placed  in  the 
weather  main  rigging,  which  brought  the  ship  to  4  points.  My  port 
quarter  boat  was  stove  by  the  force  of  the  wind,  and  the  starboard  one 
by  the  sea.  At  4:30  the  smokestack  was  blown  down,  falling  in  the 
weather  waist,  happily  injuring  no  one;  in  fifteen  minutes  after  the 
water  was  above  the  fire-room  floor.  Ordered,  if  possible,  to  keep 
sufficient  steam  to  work  our  Worthington  pump,  which  was  done,  and 
we  were  enabled  to  prevent  its  gaining.  The  wind  continued  to  blow 
too  fresh  and  the  sea  was  too  rough  to  attempt  to  raise  the  stack  that 
afternoon  or  night,  but  the  next  morning  all  hands  in  the  engineer’s 
department  were  put  to  work  to  cut  off  two  sections  (one-half)  [of] 
the  stack,  which  was  accomplished  by  noon.  At  1  p.  m.  commenced 
to  raise,  place,  and  secure  the  stack  as  best  we  could.  The  U.  S.  S. 
Mary  Sanford  at  this  time  approached  within  hail;  her  commander 
came  on  board,  when  I  requested  him  to  lie  near  me  until  I  made 
steam ;  he  did  so.  At  3 : 30  we  started  ahead ;  found  the  draft  materially 
lessened;  we  made  poor  headway,  which  determined  me  to  steer  for 
Beaufort,  N.  C.,  for  coal,  as  we  had  but  two  days’  allowance  on  hand. 
I  arrived  and  anchored  in  Beaufort  Harbor  the  next  morning,  29th, 
coaled  the  same  day  from  the  bark  Metcalf. ‘  and,  by  Commander 
Lynch’s  permission,  placed  on  board  of  her  "the  portion  of  the  stack 
which,  from  its  size  and  weight,  greatly  encumbered  my  gangway. 

I  did  not  sail  from  Beaufort  until  the  morning  of  the  4th,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  a  northeast  gale  blowing.  The  U.  S.  steamers  Quaker  City , 
for  Philadelphia,  and  the  Connecticut,  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Aries  in  tow 
(disabled)  for  Hampton  Roads,  followed  me  out  about  an  hour  later. 
When  off  Cape  Lookout  Shoals,  signals  were  exchanged  between  the 
Quaker  City  and  Connecticut ,  but  I  was  too  distant  to  make  them  out; 
later  the  Quaker  City  stood  back  and  the  Connecticut  appeared  to 
resume  her  course. 

I  would  express  the  opinion  that  had  the  hurricane  of  the  29th 
instant  continued  with  unabated  force  much  longer  this  ship  could  not 
have  outlived  it,  in  her  crippled  and  leaky  condition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  M.  Gamble, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Joint  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass ,  September'  7-8,  1863. 

Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Madigan,  U.  S.  Navy, 

commanding  U.  S.  S.  Owasco. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  September  2,  1863. 
Sir:  The  schooner  Manhasset  is  sent  to  supply  the  vessels  at  Sabine 
Pass  with  coal.  _  You  will  detain  her  there  to  supply  the  Clifton , 
Sachem ,  and  Arizona,  which  are  on  an  expedition  against  that  pass,1 
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having  only  a  small  quantity  of  coal  on  board,  in  order  to  maintain  a 
small  draft  of  water  for  inside  navigation. 

The  army  is  desirous  of  effecting  a  landing  there  in  the  course  of 
one  week,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  navy  shall  first  master  the  place; 
the  army  transports,  being  river  boats,  may  then  run  in  without  deten¬ 
tion  in  the  offing. 

As  all  possible  secrecy  is  to  be  observed,  you  will  please  manage  for 
one  of  your  vessels  to  meet  the  Clifton  out  of  sight  of  land,  when  one 
of  her  pilots  will  return  to  the  bar  with  you,  and  you  will  please  allow 
him  to  anchor  one  of  your  vessels  off  the  bar  in  such  a  position  as  he 
may  start  from  for  crossing  the  bar. 

You  are  requested  to  give  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  Crocker, 
the  senior  officer  engaged  on  that  service,  all  the  assistance  in  your 
power  to  insure  the  success  of  the  expedition. 

I  regret  extremely  that  the  great  draft  of  the  gunboats  blockading 
there  will  prevent  your  engaging  in  these  operations  and  in  conduct¬ 
ing  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Commanding . 
Lieutenant-Commander  John  Madigan, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Owasco,  of  Sabine  Vans. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  IT.  S.  Navy,  naming  vessels  engaged. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  September  f  1863. 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  Major-General 
Banks,  having  organized  a  force  of  4,000  men  under  Major-General 
Franklin  to  effect  a  landing  at  Sabine  Pass  for  military  occupation, 
and  requested  the  cooperation  of  the  navy,  which  I  most  gladly  acceded 
to,  I  assigned  the  command  of  the  naval  force  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Frederick  Crocker,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Clifton,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  steamer  Sachem ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Amos 
Johnson;  U.  S.  S.  Arizona ,  Acting  Master  Howard  Tibbits;  and 
U.  S.  S.  Granite  City ,  Acting  Master  C.  W.  Lamson.  These  being 
the  only  available  vessels  of  sufficiently  light  draft  at  my  disposal  for 
that  service,  and  as  they  have  good  pilots,  1  have  no  doubt  the  force 
is  quite  sufficient  for  the  object.  The  defenses  ashore  and  afloat  are 
believed  to  consist  of  two  32-pounders  en  barbette,  and  a  battery  of 
fieldpieces,  and  two  bay  boats  converted  into  rams. 

It  was  concerted  with  General  Franklin  that  the  squadron  of  four 
gunboats,  under  the  commandof  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Crocker, 
shall  make  the  attack  alone,  assisted  by  about  180  sharpshooters  from 
the  arm}’,  divided  among  his  vessels;  and  having  driven  the  enemy 
from  his  defenses,  and  destroyed  or  driven  off  the  rams,  the  transports 
are  then  to  advance  and  land  their  troops. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  officers  and  crews  who  have  been  on 
blockade  there  can  not  participate  in  the  attack,  in  consequence  of 
the  excessive  draft  of  water  drawn  by  their  vessels. 

The  New  London,  drawing  feet,  is  the  lightest  draft  of  all  the 
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blockaders,  and  has.  made  repeated  attempts  to  go  in  alone,  but  with¬ 
out  success. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Wash  ington ,  I).  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Sir:  I  wish  to  see  3^011  and  Mr.  Taylor,  the  pilot,  without  delay. 
Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell,  Commodore . 

Captain  Frederick  Crocker, 

U.  S.  S.  Clifton ,  Brashear  City. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Lamson,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
TJ.  S.  S.  Granite  City,  to  report  off  Sabine  Pass. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  September  f  1863. 

Sir:  Without  waiting  to  take  in  any  more  coal  you  will  proceed 
immediately  with  the  pilots  to  Sabine  Pass  and  deliver  the  letters  for 
the  senior  officer  there  present. 

You  will  then  await  there  the  arrival  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Frederick  Crocker,  U.  S.  S.  Clifton ,  with  army  transports,  and 
report  on  board  of  that  vessel  for  duty  with  the  Granite  City  in  the 
Sabine  River. 

He  will  supply  you  with  thirty  sharpshooters  from  the  U.  S.  Army, 
for  whom  you  will  provide  accommodations. 

Your  orders  for  proceeding  on  a  cruise  are  hereby  revoked  for  the 
present,  but  to  be  resumed  as  soon  [as]  Captain  Crocker  can  dispense 
with  your  services. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Commanding . 

Acting  Master  C.  W.  Lamson, 

U.  S.  S.  Granite  City. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Tibbits,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Arizona,  to  convoy  army  transports  from  South  West  Pass. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  September  f  1863. 

Sir:  Your  orders  for  going  into  Berwick  Bay  are  hereby  revoked. 

You  will  go  alongside  of  the  U.  S.  transport  Catawba  and  receive 
sharpshooters  for  the  gunboats  under  Captain  Crocker,  and  proceed  to 
the  South  West  Pass  and  there  wait  for  the  arrival  of  U.  S.  transports 
under  Brigadier-General  Weitzel,  to  whom  you  will  report  yourself 
in  the  Arizona  to  convoy  him. 
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When  he  is  ready  to  start,  proceed  with  convenient  speed  to  Atcha- 
falaya  Bay  into  12  feet  water  and  there  join  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Frederick  Crocker,  in  the  Clifton ,  and  then  proceed  under  his 
orders. 


I  am,  very  respectfully, 


Acting  Master  H.  Tibbits, 

l  .  S.  S.  Arizona ,  off  New  Orleans. 


H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Memorandum  order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 

Crocker,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Memoranda  of  arrangements  for  Sabine  Pass.  A  little  more  elaborated  for  the  guidance 

of  Captain  Crocker. 

Mr.  Taylor  will  proceed  to  Sabine  in  the  Granite  City  and  arrange 
with  the  senior  officer  there  for  anchoring  one  of  his  vessels  close  to 
the  bar,  showing  lights,  etc.;  the  other  vessel  to  haul  off  and  join  the 
convoy. 

Captain  Crocker  to  proceed  with  Clifton  and  Sacliem  to  meet  the 
Arizona  off  Berwick  Bay,  accompanied  by  such  transports  as  General 
Franklin  may  appoint.  The  general  will  put  150  sharpshooters  on 
board  the  Arizona ,  to  be  divided  between  himself,  Clifton ,  and  Sachem. 
On  reaching  the  Sabine  Bar  at  night  Captain  Crocker  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  proceed  straight  into  the  river,  calculating  to  be  in  by  day¬ 
light,  when  he  will,  with  the  three  vessels  named,  make  the  attack  on 
the  fort,  or  pass  it,  as,  in  his  judgment,  may  be  best. 

Having  passed  the  fort,  run  right  upon  the  rams,  keeping  his  ves¬ 
sels  in  compact  order  for  running  down  together  the  rams. 

Having  destroyed  or  driven  the  rams,  Captain  Crocker  will  tnen 
turn  all  of  his  force  upon  the  fort  to  reduce  it  by  a  flanking  tire  if 
possible;  but  to  reduce  it. 

5th.  Captain  Crocker  will  consult  with  General  Franklin  as  to  all  of 
his  movements,  time,  departure,  order  of  sailing,  etc.,  and  is  expected 
to  act  in  full  accord  with  the  general  to  further  his  plans. 


Report  of  Captain  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Galveston,  referring  to  the  capture 
of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem  in  Sabine  Pass. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  September  7,  1863. 

Sir:  We  looked  in  at  Sabine  Pass  en  route  to  this  anchorage.  Saw 
two  schooners  at  anchor  in  the  river.  In  the  evening  one  of  our  gun¬ 
boats  stood  in  from  the  eastward. 

On  arrival  here,  I  have  no  intelligence  of  the  Clifton ,  Arizona ,  and 
Sachem ,  nor  is  the  location  of  the  Kittatinny  or  Bohio  known.  Find 
at  anchor  off  Galveston  the  Bienville ,  Owasco ,  Katalidin ,  and  New 
London;  coal  vessels,  Itasca  and  one  other.  The  recruits  have  been 
delivered  on  board  their  respective  vessels;  the  Bienville  to  take  those 
for  bark  Anderson. 

So  far  I  have  but  little,  if  any,  confidence  in  the  pilots  sent  on  board 
at  New  Orleans.  They  were  entirely  at  fault  at  Sabine  Pass,  and  if  of 
no  more  service  here,  can  not  be  relied  on. 
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The  force  here  is  not  adequate  to  the  duties  expected  of  it.  It  is 
also  indispensable  to  have  a  dispatch  vessel.  I  he  crews  of  vessels 
here,  1  learn,  have  suffered  in  health  from  want  of  fresh  provisions, 
and  are  depressed  in  spirit  on  account  of  their  isolated  condition,  which 
may  be  remedied  in  some  measure  by  receipt  of  letters  and  papers 
occasionally  from  the  North.  It  is  desirable  to  do  all  in  our  power 
for  efficiency  in  these  times,  regardless  of  self,  for  the  good  of  the 
great  cause — Union. 

I  dispatch  the  Bienville,  in  compliance  with  your  orders,  and  will 
expect  her  to  return  at  an  early  day.  Will  send  for  the  Seminole. 

The  Owasco  goes  to  Sabine  Pass* and  will  proceed  thence,  when  the 
pass  is  occupied,  as  you  direct.  The  Cayuga  left  for  that  portion  of 
the  blockade  before  my  arrival  here. 

The  rebels  are  at  work  on  a  new  battery  in  the  city  of  Galveston. 

Would  not  the  San  Luis  Pass  be  a  better  place  for  landing  troops? 
The  Sabine  is  reported  much  strengthened  by  batteries. 

The  movements  or  intentions  of  the  army  are  unknown  to  me.  I 
presume  they  are  acquainted  with  the  defenses  and  obstructions  at 
Sabine  Pass,  and  the  defenseless  condition  of  San  Luis  Pass  within  20 
miles  of  Galveston.  Their  cooperation  can  not  be  as  efficient  as  is 
desirable,  unless  there  had  been  or  is  to  be  some  consultation  in  regard 
to  movements. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Galveston ,  Tex. 

Commodore  H.  II.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


September  9. — Since  writing  the  preceding,  the  Bienville  has  been 
overhauling  her  engines  and  coaling;  the  Katahdin  has  also  had  her 
fires  hauled  to  make  repairs. 

This  morning,  7  a.  m.,  I  learn  with  much  regret  through  note  from 
General  Franklin,  sent  by  Lieutenant  Williamson  in  transport  Poca¬ 
hontas ,  that  the  Clifton  and  Sachem  were  captured  in  Sabine  Pass. 
Arizona ,  in  attempting  to  get  out,  grounded  halfway  over  the  bar;  the 
Granite  City  and  transports  got  out,  with  the  exception  of  the  St. 
Charles  and  Crescent ,  aground  on  bar. 

Troops  all  returning  to  New  Orleans,  the  Pocahontas  with  500  men 
and  100  horses  in  want  of  water,  which  we  will  endeavor  to  supply; 
she  left  Sabine  Pass  yesterday  at  9  p.  m.  The  attack  was  made,  of 
which  you  are  doubtless  informed,  3:  BO  o’clock  to  5  p.  m.,  8th  instant. 
I  dispatch  the  Bienville  and  Owasco  to  the  assistance  of  vessels  there, 
and  have  only  the  .Katahdin  and  New  London,  left.  Would  it  not  be 
well  to  strengthen  this  blockade  at  once?  Some  of  the  vessels  off 
Mobile  may  be  spared. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 


Jno.  P.  Gillis, 


Captain  and  Senior  Officer •  off  Galveston. 


Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Block, dg.  Squadron, ,  New  Orleans. 


I  hear  the  rebels  had  published  in  their  papers  two  months  ago  that 
a  raid  was  to  be  made  on  Sabine  Pass,  and  have  been  increasing  their 
defenses. 
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Order  of  Captain  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Mullany,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  with 
the  TJ.  S.  steamers  Bienville  and  Owasco  to  Sabine  Pass  to  render  assistance. 

.  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  September  9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  without  delay  with  the  Bienville  and 
Owasco  to  Sabine  Pass  and  render  all  assistance  in  your  power  to  our 
vessels  and  transports  there.  Some  are  aground  on  the  bar.  Send 
Owasco  as  soon  as  she  can  be  spared  to  New  Orleans,  with  dispatches 
for  Commodore  Bell.  You  will  return  to  this  anchorage  prior  to  fill- 
tilling  the  order  you  received  on  my  arrival  here.  A  vessel  may  be 
sent  from  New  Orleans  to  aid  the  Cayuga  in  blockade  of  the  Sabine 
Pass. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Galveston,  Tex. 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville. 

Note. — Dispatched  Owasco  to  New  Orleans.  Detained  Arizona  and 
Granite  City  to  assist  in  blockading  off  Sabine  Pass,  by  order  of 
Captain  Gillis. 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  failure  of  the  expedition. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  11,  1863. 

Sir:  It  is  my  unpleasant  duty  to  inform  the  Navy  Department  that 
the  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  referred  to  in  my  dispatch  No.  31,  has 
totally  failed. 

That  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederick  Crocker,  commanding 
the  Clifton,  accompanied  by  the  Sachem ,  Arizona,  and  Granite  City, 
in  all  twenty-seven  guns,  entered  Sabine  River  on  the  8th  instant  and 
engaged  a  fort  of  six  guns;  and  after  a  light  of  one  hour  the  Clifton 
and  Sachem  surrendered,  and  the  other  two  boats  escaped  from  the 
river. 

All  the  troops  have  returned  to  this  river  without  effecting  a  land¬ 
ing.  No  report  of  the  affair  has  been  made  to  me. 

I  received  the  information  from  Major-General  Banks  to-day,  who 
had  no  particulars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Com.dg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Madigan,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Owasco,  to  forward  full  information  regarding  disaster  to  the 
U.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  September  11,  1863. 
Sir:  General  Banks  informed  me  by  note  last  night  at  9  p.  m.  that 
“the  Clifton  and  Sachem,  are  captured,”  but  gave  me  not  another  word 
of  information  about  the  fate  of  the  expedition  to  the  Sabine. 
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You  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  by  the  first  conveyance  of  the 
extent  and  particulars  of  the  disaster  as  far  as  they  are  known  to  you, 
especially  whether  the  Clifton  and  Sachem  are  available  to  the  enemy 
for  coming  out,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  or  whether  they  are  wrecks 
or  aground. 

If  they  are  aground  and  accessible,  near  the  entrance  of  the  river, 
I  trust  you  will  burn  them,  in  order  to  prevent  their  equipments 
being  made  as  little  serviceable  to  the  enemy  as  possible. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Commanding . 

Lieutenant-Commander  John  Madigan, 

II  S.  Gunboat  Owasco ,  Senior  Officer  of  Sabine  Pass. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Madigan,  U.  S.  Navy, 
senior  officer  off  Sabine,  in  view  of  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem, 


U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  [ September ■  11.  1863]. 

Dear  Sir:  The  loss  of  the  Clifton  and  Sachem  is  a  heavy  blow  to 
us,  particularly  if  either  of  them  is  available  for  coming  out.  If  the 
Clifton  is  still  serviceable,  I  wish  you  to  detain  Captain  Eaton  in  the 
Circassian ,  which  mounts  a  formidable  battery,  to  assist  you  on  the 
blockade;  and  you  will  send  a  vessel  in  her  place  to  inform  Captain 
Gillis  off  Galveston,  in  order  that  he  may  dispatch  the  same  vessel  to 
the  Rio  Grande  to  order  the  Seminole  to  take  the  blockade  off  Sabine. 

The  Clifton ,  assisted  by  another  boat,  is  too  formidable  for  }mur 
force. 

I  fear  this  disaster  will  keep  you  longer  on  blockade  than  was 
expected;  as  you  know,  I  meant  you  to  come  up  immediately,  calcu¬ 
lating  on  success. 

I  am,  yours,  truly, 


H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Lieutenant-Commander  John  Madigan, 

U.  S.  S.  Owasco,  Senior  Officer  off  Sabine. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Franklin,  U.  S.  Army,  request¬ 
ing  extracts  from  army  reports  regarding  the  naval  operations. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  September  l®,  1863. 

General:  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  you  for  your  kindness  in  allow¬ 
ing  me  the  perusal  of  your  report  to  "the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
Department  of  the  Gulf  of  the  affair  at  Sabine  Pass. 

If  it  is  not  asking  too  much  of  your  good  nature,  general,  I  would 
be  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  extracts  from  your  own  and  General 
Weitzel’s  reports  touching  the  parts  played  by  the  vessels  of  the 
Navy  in  the  course  of  that  expedition.  I  am  induced  to  make  this 
request,  considering  that  Captain  Crocker  and  the  next  in  command  to 
him  are  prisoners,  and  the  information  can  not,  therefore,  be  obtained 
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in  any  other  manner.  There  appears  to  be  some  cause  for  an  investi¬ 
gation  into  the  conduct  of  several  parties  of  the  Navy  concerned. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Major-General  W.  B.  Franklin,  U.  S.  Army, 

New  Orleans. . 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  of  commanding  officers. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  13 ,  1863. 

Sir:  My  dispatch  No.  41  [39]  informed  you  of  the  repulse  of  the 
expedition  at  Sabine  Pass,  and  the  capture  of  the  Clifton ,  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederick  Crocker,  and  Sachem,  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Amos  Johnson,  by  the  rebels,  and  the  safe  return  of 
the  troops  and  transports  to  the  river  without  loss. 

Lieutenants  Crocker  and  Johnson  are  reported  to  have  fought  their 
vessels  gallantly  and  are  unhurt.  The  rebel  steamers  took  the  Clifton 
and  Sachem  in  tow  within  twenty  minutes  after  their  surrender.  The 
extent  of  their  damages  is  unknown. 

The  arrival  of  the  Owasco  this  morning  has  given  me  the  only  reports 
from  the  naval  officers  concerned  that  1  have  yet  received,  and  I  don’t 
know  that  they  are  prepared  to  make  them  any  more  complete;  they 
are  herewith  enclosed. 

No.  1  is  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  H.  Dana. 

No.  2,  reports  of  Acting  Master  C.  W.  Lamson. 

No.  3,  report  of  Acting  Master  Howard  Tibbits. 

No.  4,  reports  of  Lieutenant-Commander  John  Madigan. 

The  attack  which  was  to  have  been  a  surprise,  and  made  at  early 
dawn  of  the  7th,  was  not  made  until  3  p.  m.  on  the  8th  after  the  entire 
expedition  had  appeared  off  Sabine  for  twenty-eight  hours,  and  a 
reconnoissance  had  been  made  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  by  Generals 
Franklin  and  Weitzel  and  Lieutenant-Commanding  Crocker,  when 
they  decided  on  a  form  of  attack  different  from  that  recommended  by 
myself.  To  prepare  the  way  for  the  expedition  1  dispatched  from  the 
Head  of  the  Passes,  on  the  4th  instant,  Acting  Master  C.  W.  Lamson 
in  the  Granite  City,  with  two  good  pilots  for  Sabine  Pass,  and  instruc¬ 
tions  to  the  senior  officer  on  blockade  there,  advising  him  of  the 
approaching  expedition,  and  to  allow  the  pilots  to  anchor  one  of  his 
vessels  off  the  bar  as  a  starting  point  from  which  to  run  by  at  night 
for  crossing  the  bar,  and  for  the  transports  to  rendezvous  by;  which 
appears  to  have  failed  from  the  absence  of  the  only  vessel  on  blockade 
there,  she  having  gone  to  Galveston  for  coal  and  oil. 

Acting  Master  Lamson  simply  reports  the  Granite  City  as  having 
arrived  there  in  the  evening  of  the  6th  and  then  proceeds  to  give  his 
idea  of  the  attack. 

Lieutenant  Crocker  and  the  transports  appear  to  have  been  greatly, 
disconcerted  by  not  finding  the  vessels  off  Sabine  according  to  the 
arrangement. 

General  Franklin  states  distinctly  that  as  soon  as  the  Clifton  and 
Sachem  surrendered,  the  Arizona,  Acting  Master-Commanding  How¬ 
ard  Tibbits,  and  the  Granite  City,  Acting  Master-Commanding  C  V 
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Larnson,  steamed  over  the  bar,  where  the  Arizona  grounded  and  lay 
most  of  the  night,  and  that  they  left  him  inside  unsupported,  with 
seven  transports  and  1,200  men,  until  next  morning,  his  vessels  being 
within  easy  range  from  the  beach,  if  the  enemy  had  brought  down  his 
field  guns;  and  there  were  besides  two  steam  rams  in  the  river. 

T  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  giro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1>.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Dana,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga. 

U.  S.  S.  Cayuga, 

Off  Sabine  Pass ,  Tex.,  September  9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  7  th  instant 
General  Franklin  came  off  this  pass  with  troops.  I  offered  to  render 
him  every  assistance  in  my  power.  In  the  evening  four  gunboats 
came  in,  viz,  Clifton ,  Arizona ,  Sachem ,  and  Granite  City.  Acting- 
Lieutenant  Crocker  gave  me  your  order,  addressed  to  Captain 
Madigan.  1  told  Captain  Crocker  all  I  knew  of  the  battery  and 
channel  and  offered  him  every  assistance. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant  the  Clifton  went  in  on  a  recon- 
noissance,  firing  toward  the  town  and  where  the  batteries  were  sup¬ 
posed  to  be,  receiving  no  reply  from  the  enemy.  About  3  p.  m.  the 
transports  were  over  the  bar,  the  Granite  City  ahead  of  the  trans¬ 
ports  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  landing  of  troops.  The  Clifton , 
Arizona ,  and  Sachem  engaged  a  battery  of  six  or  seven  guns.  About 
4  p.  m.  the  Sachem ,  which  was  on  the  opposite  shore  from  the  battery, 
was  struck  in  the  boiler  and  completely  enveloped  in  steam;  the 
Clifton ,  which  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  middle  ground,  immediately 
ran  directly  under  the  fort,  and  for  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  fired 
rapidly  with  grape  and  shell,  receiving  a  heavy  lire  from  the  fort. 
The  Clifton  was  on  shore.  The  Clifton  and  Sachem  hauled  their 
colors  down.  The  Arizona  stood  down  channel  and  took  her  position 
ahead  of  the  transports  and  got  ashore;  several  of  the  transports  were 
then  aground.  The  Granite  City  came  out  to  communicate  with  me, 
and  I  gave  her  captain  orders  to  go  in  and  support  the  Arizona  if  he 
could  possibly  get  in,  as  there  was  at  that  time  a  Confederate  steamer 
coming  down  the  river.  I  requested  General  Franklin  to  send  one  or 
two  light-draft  vessels  in  to  the  assistance  of  the  Arizona ,  thinking  she 
might  be  captured.  The  Arizona ,  with  all  the  transports,  got  off 
about  midnight.  I  requested  General  Franklin  early  in  the  evening 
to  send  a  boat  to  Galveston  for  naval  reinforcements,  as  the  Arizona 
was  at  this  time  aground,  and  I  thought  it  would  take  but  a  short  time 
to  repair  the  boiler  of  the  Sachem.  I  was  unable  to  ascertain  the 
extent  of  the  Clifton? s  injuries.  At  8  a.  m.  all  the  vessels  of  the 
expedition,  with  the  exception  of  the  Arizona  and  Granite  City ,  had 
left  for  South  West  Pass.  L  thought  it  necessary  to  detain  these  ves¬ 
sels  until  I  could  hear  from  Galveston. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Dana, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Commander  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Lamson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Granite  City. 

U.  8.  S.  Granite  City, 

Off  Sabine  Pass,  September  10, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

On  receipt  of  your  order  of  September  4, 1  immediately  proceeded  to 
this  place,  arriving  on  the  evening  of  the  6th;  the  gunboats  and  trans¬ 
ports  arrived  on  the  7th.  At  8  a.  m.  on  the  8th  the  Clifton,  Sachem, 
Arizona,  and  Granite  City  crossed  the  bar,  followed  by  the  army 
transports. 

The  Clifton  passed  up  the  channel  and  opened  on  the  enemy’s  bat¬ 
tery  at  long  range,  but  without  return.  At  3:30  p.  m.  the  gunboats 
weighed  and  proceeded  up,  according  to  previous  arrangement,  the 
Clifton,  leading  up  the  port  channel  and  engaging  the  battery,  the 
Sachem  and  Arizona  engaging  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  pass  with 
their  rifled  guns.  The  Granite  City  was  ordered  to  take  position 
astern  of  the  Clifton,  near  the  point  of  land  where  the  troops  contem 
plated  landing,  to  cover  them.  Soon  after  the  engagement  commenced 
a  rifle  shot  penetrated  the  SacherPs  boilers,  thus  disabling  her.  A 
few  minutes  later  the  Clifton  received  a  shot,  exploding  her  boilers, 
and  at  the  same  time  she  grounded  upon  the  reef,  but  still  kept  up 
her  tire.  In  a  short  time,  being  apparently  disabled,  she  hauled  down 
her  colors,  the  Sachem  following  her  example.  Such  being  the  situ¬ 
ation,  the  Arizona  aground,  with  a  reef  between  her  and  this  vessel, 
thus  rendering  assistance  impossible,  the  enemy’s  three  cotton-clads 
nearing,  the  transports  commenced  steaming  down  the  pass.  I  deemed 
it  prudent  to  withdraw,  but  being  unacquainted  with  the  channel,  and 
the  tide  being  ebb,  grounded  several  times,  but  finally  succeeded  in 
crossing  the  bar.  All  the  transports  got  out  safely,  and  the  Arizona 
also  upon  the  flood  tide.  Three  of  this  ship’s  boats  were  lost  that 
were  loaned  to  the  army  transports.  I  was  unaware  at  the  time  that 
I  was  the  senior  officer,  but  if  anything  in  the  affair  does  not  seem 
clear,  I  would  respectfully  request  that  an  investigation  be  instituted. 

I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Lamson, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Granite  City,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Tibbits,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Arizona. 

U.  S.  S.  Arizona, 

Sabine  Bar,  September  10,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  4th,  this  steamer  left  the 
South  West  Pass  at  11 'a.  m.  of  the  5th,  convoying  the  St.  Charles, 
Belvideei'e ,  G.  Banks,  and  Landis,  of  General  Weitzel’s  division, 
arriving  at  Atchafalaya  Bay  at  5:30  a.  m.  of  the  6th,  where  we  met 
U.  S.  S.  Clifton  and  Sachem,  the  Clifton  leading,  the  Arizona  follow¬ 
ing  with  the  Sachem  in  tow,  the  transports  following  in  close  order. 
We  stood  to  the  westward  until  2  a.  m.,  7th,  when,  turning,  stood  to 
the  northeast  until  6  a.  m.  and  anchored  in  5  fathoms,  latitude  29  25'. 
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longitude  93°  23'.  The  day  was  spent  in  chasing  and  collecting  the  dif¬ 
ferent  divisions  of  transports  under  Generals  Emory  and  Franklin. 
At  2  p.  in.  the  Arizona  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Sabine,  where  she 
arrived  at  6:30  p.  m.,  the  Clifton  and  transports  arriving  during  the 
night.  At  —  a.  m.,  8th,  the  Clifton  stood  in  the  bay  and  opened  fire 
on  the  fort,  to  which  no  reply  was  made.  At  9  a.  m.  the  Sachem,  Ari¬ 
zona,  and  Granite  City ,  followed  by  the  transports,  stood  over  the  bar 
and  with  much  difficulty  (owing  to  the  shallowness  of  the  water)  reached 
an  anchorage  2  miles  from  the  fort  at  11  a.  m.,  the  gunboats  covering 
the  transports. 

At  3:30  p.  m.  the  Sachem ,  followed  by  the  Arizona,  advanced  up 
the  eastern  channel  to  draw  the  fire  of  the  forts,  while  the  Clifton 
advanced  up  the  western  channel,  the  Granite  City  to  cover  the  land¬ 
ing  of  a  division  of  troops  under  General  Weitzel,  no  reply  to  the 
fire  of  the  gunboats  being  made  until  we  were  abreast  of  the  forts, 
when  they  opened  with  eight  guns,  three  of  which  were  rifled.  Almost 
at  the  same  moment  the  Clifton  and  Sachem  were  struck  in  their  boil¬ 
ers,  enveloping  the  vessels  in  steam.  There  not  being  room  to  pass 
the  Sachem ,  this  vessel  was  backed  down  the  channel  and  a  boat  sent 
to  the  Sachem ,  which  returned  with  Engineer  [John]  Monroe  and  Fire¬ 
man  Linn  badly  scalded  (since  dead).  The  Arizona  had  now  grounded 
by  the  stern;  the  ebb  had  caught  her  bows  and  swung  her  across  the 
channel;  she  was  with  much  difficulty  extricated  from  this  position; 
owing  to  the  engines  becoming  heated  by  the  collection  of  mud  in  the 
boilers  it  was  with  difficulty  and  danger  that  it  was  moved.  The  flags 
of  the  Clifton  and  Sachem  were  now  down  and  a  white  flag  flying  at 
the  fore.  As  all  the  transports  were  now  moving  out  of  the  bay,  this 
vessel  remained  covering  their  movements  until  she  grounded  and 
remained  until  midnight,  when  she  was  hedged  ofi,  as  no  assistance 
could  be  had  from  an}^  of  the  tugs  of  the  expedition.  There  are  now 
on  board  this  vessel  William  Low,  landsman;  Peter  Benson,  seaman; 
George  W.  Maker,  carpenter’s  mate;  John  Howells,  ship’s  cook;  Samuel 
Smith,  landsman;  George  Hurton,  landsman,  of  the  crew  of  the  Sachem. 

There  was  expended  23  30-pounder  Parrott  shell  and  charges  and  15 
32-pounder  shell  and  charges  and  38  primers.  This  vessel  was  not 
struck  during  the  engagement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Tibbits, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  TT.  S.  S.  Arizona. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Madigan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Owasco 

U.  S.  S.  Owasco, 

Off  New  Orleans,  September  13,  1863. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  question  in  regard  to  how  it  happened  that 
there  was  no  vessel  of  the  blockading  squadron  at  Sabine  Pass  on  the 
afternoon  of  Sunday,  the  6th  of  September,  1  respectfully  state  that  I 
was  there  alone  blockading,  and  being  short  of  oil,  with  no  prospect 
of  immediate  relief,  I  was  obliged  to  go  to  Galveston  for  oil,  and  left 
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there,  as  has  been  occasionally  done  before,  for  coal,  etc.  I  left  Sabine 
at  10:30  Sunday  morning,  the  6th,  and  was  at  Galveston  at  3:30  the 
same  day.  The  Cayuga  was  immediately  ordered  to  fill  up  with  coal 
and  resume  the  blockade  off  Sabine,  which  she  did,  leaving  for  Sabine 
at  8  o’clock  of  the  same  evening.  I  was  ordered  to  fill  up  with  coal 
on  Monday  morning  at  Galveston. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Madigan, 

Lieutenant -  Commander ,  Commanding  II.  S.  S.  Owasco. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Dana,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga,  to  furnish  fuller  report. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  October  12,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  reports  about  the 
attack  on  Sabine  Pass  on  the  8th  of  September. 

I  sent  that,  with  the  reports  of  Acting  Masters  Lamson  and  Tibbits, 
to  the  Department  as  containing  the  only  authentic  information  avail¬ 
able  at  that  time.  Your  report  of  the  naval  part  of  the  transactions 
occurring  under  your  eyes  was  not  full  enough,  and  you  will  be  pleased 
to  inform  me  more  particularly  and  fully  as  to  the  conduct  of  the 
several  vessels  and  their  commanders  on  the  occasion  referred  to. 

The  conduct  of  a  part  of  the  force  there  has  been  severely  com¬ 
mented  upon,  both  during  the  action  and  after  the  close  thereof. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederick  Crocker  being  a  prisoner,  no 
report  can  be  obtained  from  him  at  present. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

.  H,  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blckdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Wm.  H.  Dana, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Cayuga ,  of  Galveston. 


Unofficial  letter  from  Captain  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Galveston,  to  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  regarding  the  result  of  the  attack. 

Private.]  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  September  17 ,  1863. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Ere  this  reaches  you,  you  will  doubtless  have  heard 
of  the  sad  and  mortifying  result  of  the  late  attack  at  Sabine  Pass, 
under  the  command  of  General  Franklin.  I  knew  merely  that  three 
of  our  steamers  were  to  occupy  the  Sabine,  and  that  some  troops  in 
transports  on  the  Mississippi  would  accompany  or  compose  the  expe¬ 
dition  (since  heard  they  were  6,000  strong,  Texas  Cavalry  and  Weit- 
zel’s  artillery  included). 

I  was  ordered  off  Galveston  and  have  learned  through  pilots  who 
were  on  board  the  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem,  that  the  original 
programme  seen  by  them  in  New  Orleans  was  not  adhered  to.  ihe 
troops  were  to  have  landed  first,  thus  making  a  diversion;  the  armed 
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vessels  then  to  proceed  in.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Crocker 
protested  against  going  in  first,  but  the  general  took  the  responsibility 
and  the  consequences  following  are  much  to  be  regretted.  Two  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventy-five  to  300  of  our  people  made  prisoners,  killed, 
and  wounded;  prisoners  hastened  to  Houston,  and  Rebel  Captain 
Fuller  sent  for  to  take  command  of  their  gunboats  and  cotton-clads. 

The  reports  in  relation  to  the  availability  of  the  steamers  taken 
conflict;  one  is  that  only  the  boilers  were  injured  by  shot  from 
enemy’s  batteries,  the  other  that  Captain  Crocker  fired  a  shot  into  the 
machinery  of  the  Clifton  previous  to  surrender.  We  are  therefore 
yet  in  doubt.  Our  force  off  the  Sabine  has  been  strengthened,  the 
Circassian  being  detained  there  a  few  days  until  the  arrival  of  Semi¬ 
nole  from  off  Rio  Grande.  More  vessels  are  required  on  this  extensive 
blockade— about  300  miles  of  coast,  is  it  not? 

The  line  of  the  Rio  Grande  should  be  occupied  and  held  by  our 
troops,  thus  preventing  the  egress  and  ingress  of  contraband  of  war 
effectually,  and  1  am  told  there  are  many  Northern,  as  also  foreign, 
settlers  there,  who  only  await  our  permanent  presence  to  join  us,  being 
only  secessionists  per  force.  The  different  points  of  the  coast  of  Texas 
between  the  Rio  Grande  and  Galveston  are  well  defended. 

Being  a  sufferer  from  dyspepsia  and  the  enervating  effects  of  this 
climate,  I  would  be  thankful  for  a  short  respite  from  sea  duty  to 
recruit  health.  Desirous  of  aiding  all  in  my  power  to  crush  the  rebel¬ 
lion,  1  do  not  seek  repose,  but  the  means  of  restoring  health  and  vigor, 
that  my  services  maybe  available  and  efficient.  We  are  not  ironclad, 
you  know,  therefore  vulnerable. 

Commodore  Thatcher,  I  am  informed,  is  ordered  to  this  squadron 
some  going;  some  coming. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 


Jno.  P.  Gillis. 


G.  V.  Fox,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Two  ironclads  from  the  Mississippi  sent  to  the  Sabine  Pass  would 
probably  have  changed  results.  Since  writing  I  learn  the  Clifton 
and  Sachem,  have  been  seen  by  our  blockaders  and  appear  not  much 
injured. 

The  steamer  Sir  William  Peel  was  seized  off'  Rio  Grande  and  sent 
to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication  by  Seminole.  The  captors  say  she 
was  in  Texan  waters. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  com¬ 
manding  army  officers. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  official 
reports  of  Major-General  Franklin,  commanding  the  United  States 
troops  recently  engaged  on  the  expedition  to  the  Sabine,  and  also  the 
report  of  Brigadier-General  Weitzel.  These  reports,  together  with 
mine,  No.  43,  contain  all  the  information  that  I  have  been  enabled  to 
obtain  about  that  repulse  and  the  loss  of  the  Clifton  and  Sachem. 

The  Arizona  and  Granite  City  did  not  receive  a  shot;  they  are  both 
on  the  coast  of  Texas.  In  the  course  of  conversation  General  Frank¬ 
lin  stated  that  immediately  after  the  surrender  of  the  Clifton  and 
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Sachem ,  the  Granite  City  ran  straight  out  across  the  bar  and  did  not 
return  again.  In  passing  the  transports  she  was  hailed  by  General 
W  eitzel,  who,  pointing  to  refugees  running  down  toward  the  beach 
and  who  had  swam  ashore  from  the  Clifton ,  saying,  “Look  at  your 
men  there  coming  down  the  beach  there.”  Still  the  Granite  City 
kept  on  without  stopping  to  assist  anyone. 

Also  that  the  Arizona,  in  passing  out  (near  sunset),  was  hailed  by 
General  I  ranklin  and  asked  if  they  were  not  going  to  stop  and  pro¬ 
tect  the  transports.  Some  one  answered  him,  “The  enemy’s  field 
artillery  will  be  down  upon  you  in  five  minutes.”  The  Arizona  kept 
on  and  grounded  shortly  after,  outside  of  the  transports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Sguadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Major-General  Franklin,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  expedition. 

Headquarters  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Board  S.  S.  Suffolk,  September  11,  1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your 
orders  of  the  —  instant  I  embarked  the  troops  of  my  command  at  the 
point  indicated. 

On  Friday,  at  5  p.  m.,  Brigadier-General  Weitzel  started  from  New 
Orleans  with  about  1,000  infantry,  1  battery  of  30-pounders,  and  1  of 
20-pounders,  of  First  Indiana  Artillery,  on  the  steamers  Belvidere, 
Banks,  Landis,  and  St.  Charles. 

The  remainder  of  the  force,  with  a  few  exceptions,  embarked  dur¬ 
ing  Friday  night  and  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  during  all  of 
Saturday. 

General  W  eitzel’s  instructions  were  to  proceed  as  far  off  Berwick 
Bay  in  company  with  the  gunboat  Arizona,  where  he  was  to  be  joined 
by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Crocker,  U.  S.  Navy,  with  the  gunboats 
Clifton  and  Sachem;  thence  they  were  to  proceed  in  company  to 
Sabine  Pass,  off  which  they  were  expected  to  arrive  during  Sunday 
night.  On  Monday  morning  at  daylight  they  were  to  enter  the  mouth 
of  the  Sabine  River.  The  gunboats  were  to  engage  and  silence  the 
rebel  batteries,  and  General  Weitzel’s  troops  were  to  cooperate  and 
were  to  hold  a  position  on  shore  until  the  arrival  of  the  other  troops. 
Unfortunately  the  gunboat  Granite  City,  which  had  been  dispatched 
to  the  pass  several  days  before  to  carry  Captain  Crocker’s  pilot,  who 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  channel  of  the  pass,  and  who  was  to 
place  a  light  to  enable  him  to  run  in  at  daylight,  did  not  arrive  at  th 
pass  until  Monday  afternoon;  also  on  Sunday  night  there  were  no 
blockaders  off  the  pass. 

The  consequence  was  that  Captain  Crocker  missed  Sabine  Pass  on 
Sunday  night;  imagined  that  he  had  run  past  it,  ran  back,  and  at  day¬ 
light  of  Monda}'  morning  was  off  Calcasieu  Pass,  the  next  opening  to 
the  eastward,  instead  of  lying  ready  to  run  into  Sabine  Pass. 

On  Monday  morning,  about  11  o’clock,  I  arrived  off  Sabine  Pass  at 
the  head  of  the  fleet  of  transports,  crossed  the  bar,  and  was  about  to 
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run  in,  when,  seeing  nothing  to  indicate  the  presence  of  our  people,  I 
recrossed  the  bar.  It  was  not  until  late  in  the  afternoon  that  I  ascer¬ 
tained  definitely  that  nothing  had  yet  been  done.  I  then  learned  that 
Captain  Crocker  now  intended  to  make  the  attack  on  Tuesday  morn¬ 
ing,  and  that  he  had  dispatched  a  gunboat  to  warn  me  to  keep  back  in 
order  that  the  enemy  might  not  see  the  transport  fleet,  but  the  gun¬ 
boat  only  stopped  some  of  the  rear  vessels  of  the  fleet,  missing  the 
leading  vessels  entirely. 

By  this  series  of  misfortunes  the  attack,  which  was  intended  to  be 
a  surprise,  became  an  open  one,  the  enemy  having  had  two  nights’ 
warning  that  a  fleet  was  off  the  harbor,  and  during  Monday  a  full  view 
of  most  of  the  vessels  comprising  it,  besides  twenty-four  hours  of  valu¬ 
able  time  and  good  weather  were  uselessly  consumed. 

After  consultation  with  Captain  Crocker  on  Monday  night,  it  was 
determined  that  the  Clifton  should  go  into  the  harbor  at  daylight  and 
make  a  reconnoissance,  and  that  further  operations  should  be  deter¬ 
mined  b}^  the  report  received  from  Captain  Crocker.  He  went  in, 
made  his  reconnoissance,  and  signaled  for  the  other  vessels  to  come  in. 

I  therefore  sent  all  of  the  transports  which  it  was  supposed  could  cross 
the  bar,  and  found  the  greatest  difficulty  in  getting  over  any  vessels 
drawing  over  6  feet.  About  10  o’clock  700  infantry,  one  battery  of 
field  artillery,  and  eight  heavy  guns  were  inside  of  the  bar,  and  a 
transport,  with  700  infantry,  was  hopelessly  aground.  A  tug  drawing 

6  feet  was  sent  to  her  assistance,  but  had  to  return,  not  being  able  to 
reach  her. 

In  company  with  General  Weitzel  and  Captain  Crocker  I  made  a 
reconnoissance  of  the  Texas  shore;  small  boats  grounded  in  mud  about 
125  feet  from  the  shore;  the  shore  itself  is  a  soft  marsh,  and  parallel 
to  it,  and  about  50  feet  inside  of  it  is  a  narrow  strip  of  sand,  on  which 
is  a  road;  this  road  strikes  the  water  and  high  ground  about  one-half 
mile  below  the  fort,  at  which  point  there  is  an  old  fort.  Sailors 
wading  sank  into  the  mud  above  their  knees;  soldiers  landed  with  ' 
muskets  and  rations  wovdd  have  sunk  to  their  middles.  The  fort  com¬ 
pletely  commands  the  road  and  the  channels  of  the  entrance,  and  con¬ 
tained  six  guns,  three  of  which  are,  in  my  opinion,  IX-ineh  guns,  one  a 

7  or  8  inch  rifle  gun,  and  two  others  on  siege  carriages.  The  channel 
divides  about  1,000  yards  below  the  fort,  and  the  two  channels  unite 
at  a  short  distance  above  it. 

As  there  were  four  gunboats  available  for  the  attack,  the  following- 
plan  was  adopted  in  conjunction  with  Captain  Crocker:  Three  of  the 
gunboats  were  to  move  up  the  channel  to  the  point  of  separation,  then 
two  of  them,  the  Sachem  and  the  Arizona ,  were  to  take  the  channel  to 
the  right  and  were  to  pass  the  fort  by  that  channel,  drawing  its  fire. 
The  Clifton  was  to  take  the  left-hand  channel,  moving  slowly  up,  and 
when  about  one-half  mile  distant  was  to  go  at  full  speed  within  grape 
and  canister  range  and  engage  the  fort  at  close  quarters.  General 
Weitzel  was  to  keep  near  the  Clifton  with  a  boat  containing  500 
infantry,  who  were  to  land  as  soon  as  the  Clifton  began  to  go  at  full 
speed  at  the  old  fort;  from  there  they  were  to  advance  as  skirmishers 
upon  the  fort,  endeavoring  to  drive  the  enemy  from  his  guns,  while 
the  Clifton  engaged  the  fort  at  close  quarters.  The  fourth  gunboat, 
the  Granite  City ,  was  to  support  this  movement. 

While  the  arrangements  necessary  to  carry  out  this  plan  were  being 
made,  the  troops  that  were  in  the  transports  aground  on  the  bar  were 
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brought  in  to  be  in  readiness  to  assist  General  Weitzel’s  movement  in 
case  of  necessity. 

The  movement  of  the  gunboats  commenced  at  3  o’clock  and  progressed 
according  to  the  plan  for  about  thirty  minutes,  when  the  fort  opened 
on  the  Sachem  and  Arizona ,  and  in  a  few  minutes  put  a  shot  through 
the  boilers  of  the  Sachem ,  killing  and  wounding  many  of  her  officers 
and  men;  she  soon  afterwards  hoisted  a  white  Hag.  The  Arizona  was, 
during  part  of  this  time,  aground;  the  Clifton  steamed  slowly  up  her 
channel,  firing  slowly,  and  finally  laid  with  her  broadside  toward  the 
fort,  engaged  at  close  quarters;  a  shot  went  through  her  steam  pipe 
shortly  afterwards,  disabling  her,  but  she  fought  gallantly  for  ten 
minutes  more,  when  she  too  surrendered.  As  soon  as  she  hoisted  the 
white  flag  the  Arizona  and  Granite  City  steamed  over  the  bar;  the 
Arizona  grounded,  but  got  off  during  the  night. 

General  Weitzel’s  report,  herewith  enclosed,  shows  why  that  part  of 
the  engagement  assigned  to  him  could  not  be  carried  out. 

After  the  engagement  my  situation  was  as  follows:  I  was  in  the 
mouth  of  the  Sabine  Pass  with  seven  transports;  these  contained  1,200 
infantry,  which  could  be  landed;  12  guns  and  50  wagons,  which  could 
not  be  landed;  the  enemy  had  a  heavy  battery  of  six  guns,  two  gun¬ 
boats,  and  a  field  battery  within  6  miles,  and  was  being  rapidly  rein¬ 
forced.  We  had  nothing  to  protect  us  except  the  fire  from  the  guns 
of  our  transports,  which  would  have  been  of  little  use  against  the 
enemy’s  gunboats.  The  enemjAs  battery  commanded  the  whole  land¬ 
ing  and  he  could,  with  his  battery  and  gunboats,  have  destroyed  us  at 
any  time. 

The  remainder  of  my  force  was  outside  of  the  bar  in. vessels,  all  of 
which  had  to  be  lightened,  and  at  least  three  days  would  be  required 
to  land  it;  the  stock  of  fresh  water  was  nearly  exhausted,  and  the  ani¬ 
mals  were  already  on  short  allowance  of  water;  the  men  were  living 
on  uncooked  rations,  and  there  was  no  fuel  on  shore  for  cooking.  No 
freshwater  could  be  obtained  unless  the  fort  was  in  our  possession, 
and  the  day’s  experience  had  taught  me  that  no  attack  which  I  could 
make  with  the  troops  which  I  had  been  able  to  get  across  the  bar  could 
possibly  succeed.  It  would  have  been  absurd  to  have  attempted  to 
pass  the  fort  with  the  troops  already  inside  the  bar,  there  being  but 
one  means  of  access  to  Sabine  City,  and  this  commanded  for  H  miles 
by  six  heavy  guns  and  whatever  field  artillery  the  enemy  might  have. 
There  was  no  time  to  send  to  New  Orleans  to  get  instructions,  and  I 
therefore  concluded  to  recross  the  bar  and  return  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi. 

I  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  this  morning,  having  left 
Sabine  Pass  on  the  9th  instant,  and  believe  there  have  been  no  losses 
except  those  reported  by  General  Weitzel  and  200,000  rations  thrown 
overboard  from  the  Crescent  (the  grounded  transport)  to  get  her  off  the 
bar,  where  she  would  have  been  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  200  mules 
thrown  overboard  from  the  Laurel  Hill ,  a  steamer  which  lost  her 
smokestacks  on  account  of  the  heavy  sea.  The  loss  of  the  mules  will 
be  investigated,  as  they  were  thrown  overboard  without  orders  from 
any  responsible  officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Franklin, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans ,  La. 
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Report  of  Brigadier-General  Weitzel,  U.  S.  Army. 

Hqrs.  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  hoard  Steamer  Suffolk ,  September  11,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  part  my  com¬ 
mand  took  in  the  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass: 

I  left  New  Orleans  at  T  p.  m.  on  the  4th  instant  on  the  steamer 
Belvidere  and  made  the  South  West  Pass  at  11  o’clock  a.  m.  on  the  5th 
instant,  accompanied  by  the  steamers  General  Banks,  St.  Charles ,  and 
J.  C.  Landis ,  under  convoy  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Arizona. 

At  7  a.  m.  on  the  6th  instant  was  joined  oh'  Berwick  Bay  by  the 
U.  S.  gunboats  Clifton  and  Sachem,  and  after  furnishing  the  three 
boats  with  the  sharpshooters  they  requested,  we  sailed  for  Sabine 
Pass.  At  3:30  a.  m.  on  the  7th  instant  I  was  informed  that  Captain 
Crocker,  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Clifton,  had  discovered  that  we  were 
westward  of  Sabine  Pass  and  had  ordered  the  boats  to  turn  back. 
At  about  7  a.  m.  Captain  Crocker  came  aboard  of  my  vessel  and 
reported  that  we  had  been  mistaken  and  that  we  were  off  Calcasieu 
Bar,  about  30  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Sabine  Pass. 

After  consultation  we  concluded  it  would  be  best  to  try  and  stop 
the  rest  of  the  expedition  at  the  point  we  were,  and  then  attempt  the 
dash  on  the  enemy’s  works  on  the  next  morning.  We  were  unsuc¬ 
cessful  in  this,  as  the  general  commanding  the  corps  had  passed  us. 
Two  of  my  transports,  General  Banks  and  St.  Charles,  were  disabled 
and  required  some  time  for  repairs.  As  soon  as  these  repairs  were 
made,  at  about  5  p.  in.,  we  started  for  the  pass,  and  reported  to  the 
general  commanding  at  about  9  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  on  the  next 
morning  to  put  the  troops  from  the  Belvidere  on  the  Thomas  and  fol¬ 
low  the  gunlioats  over  the  bar.  I  did  this. 

After  a  reconnoissance  of  the  landing  and  the  enemy’s  works  and 
position  had  been  made,  and  after  consulting  with  Captain  Crocker, 
commanding  the  Clifton  and  the  gunboat  fleet,  1  was  ordered  to  place 
500  men  on  the  transport  General  Banks,  to  follow  up  the  rear  gunboat 
as  soon  as  the  attack  was  commenced,  and  to  land  the  men  at  the  old  bat¬ 
tery  point  with  orders  to  advance  on  the  enemy’s  works  and  keep 
down  the  tire  of  the  enemy’s  guns  while  the  gunboats  were  engaged. 
At  3:45  p.  m.  the  gunboats  advanced  to  the  attack.  1  followed,  accord¬ 
ing  to  orders,  the  last  gunboat.  The  Gran ite  City  came  near  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  assigned  her  to  cover  ray  landing;  the  Sachem,  had  been  disabled, 
the  Clifton  was  aground,  and  unfortunately  in  exact  range  of  my 
proposed  point  of  landing.  I  had  just  given  orders  to  attempt  the 
landing,  nevertheless,  wThen  I  saw  the  colors  of  the  Clifton  had  been 
struck  and  the  white  dag  raised  on  the  Sachem,  and  saw  that  the 
Arizona  was  aground.  A  few  moments  afterwards  I  was  ordered  to 
retire,  and  then  again  to  go  outside  and  anchor  in  rear  of  the  Crescent. 
Later  in  the  night  I  received  orders  to  go  with  my  vessels,  with  the 
troops  arranged  as  they  had  been,  to  the  South  West  Pass,  Mississippi 
River,  which  I  did  after  considerable  delay  in  towing  the  Laurel  Hill 
(disabled),  and  arrived  at  that  point  at  about  7  a.  m.  this  day.  There 
were  2  officers  and  75  men  of  the  Seventy-fifth  New  York  Volunteers 
on  the  Clifton  as  sharpshooters;  6  of  them  escaped.  On  the  Sachem 
there  were  1  officer  and  25  men  from  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-first 
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New  York  Volunteers.  How  many  were  killed  and  wounded  I  do  not 
know.  My  total  loss  is  therefore  3  officers  and  94  men. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Weitzel, 

Commanding  First  Division  Nineteenth  Army  Corps. 
Captain  W.  Hoffman, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General ,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps. 


Additional  report  of  Major-General  Franklin,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Algiers ,  La .,  September  Ilf, ,  1863. 

General:  I  omitted  to  state  in  my  report  of  the  late  expedition  to 
Sabine  Pass  that  on  Monday,  the  7th  instant,  I  was  boarded  by  an 
officer  from  the  gunboat  Cayuga ,  who  informed  me  that  his  vessel  was 
on  a  cruise  in  that  part  of  the  Gulf.  He  also  informed  me  that  he  had 
been  off  the  pass  near  daybreak  of  that  morning. 

His  vessel  accompanied  us  during  the  remainder  of  the  voyage  to 
the  pass,  and  stayed  near  us  until  we  left. 

Commodore  Bell  noticed  this  omission  in  my  report,  and  asked  me 
to  make  this  correction,  which  I  do  with  pleasure. 

Another  omission  is,  I  should  have  mentioned  that  a  held  battery 
of  the  enemy  fired  into  Captain  Crocker’s  vessel,  the  Clifton ,  while 
she  was  engaged  with  the  fort.  I  learned  this  from  General  Weitzel 
after  the  report  was  written. 

I  shall  be  glad  if  a  copy  of  this  letter  be  furnished  to  Commodore 

Bell. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  B.  Franklin, 

Mayor-  General,  Commanding  Nineteenth  Corps. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Detailed  report  of  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  expedition. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans ,  September  13,  1863. 

General:  It  is  with  regret  that  I  am  obliged  to  report  that  the 
effort  to  effect  a  landing  at  Sabine  Pass  was  without  success. 

Thedmmediate  cause  of  the  failure  was  the  misapprehension  of  the 
naval  authorities  of  the  real  strength  of  the  enemy’s  position  and  the 
insufficient  naval  force  with  which  the  attempt  was  made. 

It  represented,  however,  the  entire  naval  power  that  the  Depart¬ 
ment  affords  for  an  enterprise  of  this  character.  No  vessel  drawing 
over  6  feet  of  water  can  pass  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine.  This 
reduced  the  number  of  boats  able  to  enter  to  four— the  Clifton , 
Sachem ,  Arizona,  and  Granite  City.  These  were  all  old  boats,  of 
decayed  frames  and  weak  machinery,  constantly  out  of  repair,  even 
when  engaged  in  the  ordinary  service  of  the  river. 

The  naval  authorities  most  familiar  with  the  Sabine,  which  has  been 
constantly  under  blockade,  believed  that  this  force  would  be  sufficient. 
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They  supposed  the  battery  at  the  pass  to  mount  but  two  guns,  and 
were  perfectly  confident  of  being  able,  if  the  enemy  was  not  so  far 
apprised  of  our  movements  as  to  be  able  to  concentrate  their  forces,  to 
silence  the  guns  without  delay.  It  proved,  however,  that  the  battery 
mounted  six  heavy  guns,  three  of  which  are  believed  to  be  IX-inch,  one 
a  7-inch  or  8-inch  rifle,  and  the  others  to  be  mounted  on  siege  car¬ 
riages.  To  these  were  added  a  light  battery  and  two  gunboats. 

The  army,  of  course,  relied  confidently  on  the  information  furnished 
by  the  officers  familiar  with  the  ground.  It  would  have  been  wiser  to 
have  tested  the  strength  of  the  enemy’s  position,  as  might  easily  have 
been  done  by  the  gunboat  stationed  at  that  point  forcing  their  fire, 
but  the  desire  to  avoid  arousing  suspicion  of  our  movement,  the  pres¬ 
sure  of  the  Government  for  prompt  action,  and  the  entire  confidence 
of  the  naval  authorities  in  their  information  led  to  the  course  adopted. 

The  attack  would  have  been  successful  as  it  was,  had  the  boats  been 
adapted  to  the  waters  in  which  they  were  engaged. 

The  action  opened  on  Tuesday,  the  8th  instant,  at  3  p.  m.,  and 
lasted  about  an  hour.  The  Clifton  and  Arizona  were  early  grounded, 
and  the  Sachem  disabled  by  a  chance  shot,  before  the  Granite  City 
reached  the  scene  of  action,  and  the  Clifton  and  Sachem ,  being  under 
the  guns  of  the  fort,  were  obliged  to  surrender. 

The  Arizona  and  Granite  City ,  with  all  the  transports  and  troops 
inside  the  bar,  got  off  during  the  evening. 

The  Clifton  is  represented  to  have  made  a  most  gallant  fight. 
General  Weitzel,  with  500  men  on  board  the  transport  General  Banks, 
was  following  close  upon  the  Clifton  when  she  commenced  the  attack, 
with  an  intention  to  land  at  Old  Battery  Point,  about  half  a  mile  below 
the  fort,  and  suppress  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  gunners.  This  would 
have  been  accomplished  had  not  the  Clifton  grounded  exactly  between 
him  and  the  point  selected  for  landing,  and  the  attempt  was  abandoned 
only  when  the  Clifton  and  Sachem  had  surrendered  and  the  Arizona 
was  seen  to  be  aground  and  helpless.  Being  deprived  of  all  aid  of  the 
gunboats,  the  troops  [transports]  fell  back  to  a  position  outside  the  bar. 

Our  loss  is  limited  to  two  gunboats,  the  officers  and  crews,  and 
about  90,  men  who  were  on  board  the  boats  as  sharpshooters;  these 
were  captured.  The  killed  and  wounded,  it  is  believed,  will  not  exceed 
30.  The  troops  and  remaining  gunboats  returned  to  Berwick  Bay  and 
New  Orleans  on  the  11th  instant. 

In  all  respects  the  cooperation  of  the  naval  authorities  has  been 
hearty  and  efficient.  Fully  comprehending  the  purposes  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  they  entered  upon  the  expedition  with  great  spirit.  Com¬ 
modore  Bell  gave  all  the  assistance  in  his  power,  and  Captain  Crocker, 
of  the  Clifton ,  now  a  prisoner,  deserves  especial  mention  for  his  con¬ 
spicuous  gallantry. 

Were  it  not  for  the  very  serious  and  lamentable  deficiency  of  light- 
draft  gunboats  in  this  department,  to  which  I  have  so  often  called  the 
attention  of  the  Government,  I  should  consider  the  loss  of  the  two 
boats  as  unimportant,  except  as  to  their  armament.  That  of  the 
Clifton  was  important. 

The  boats  were  unreliable  for  any  service,  on  account  of  their  decay 
and  weakness,  both  of  hull  and  machinery. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  both  in  the  preparation  and 
conduct  of  the  expedition,  General  Franklin,  his  officers,  and  men 
exhibited  the  best  spirit  and  satisfied  every  expectation  that  could 
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reasonably  have  been  required  of  then).  I  lie  failure  is  to  be  attributed 
solel v  to  the  misfortune  attending  the  gunboats  and  the  impossibility 
of  managing  them  in  the  shoal  waters  of  the  Sabine.  Had  it  not  been 
for  this  incurable  unfitness  for  the  work  in  hand  the  gallant  spirit 
exhibited  by  both  navy  and  army  would  have  insured  the  entire  success 
of  the  enterprise.  *  *  * 

The  only  incident  of  serious  moment  tending  to  disclose  to  the 
enemy  our  plans  that  occurred  was  the  desertion  of  an  engineer  while 
the  gunboats  were  at  Berwick  Bay.  This  is  believed  to  have  been 
the  only  advance  information  they  obtained.  *  *  * 

Had  we  the  requisite  naval  force  or  transportation  1  would  renew 
the  attempt  on  Sabine  or  strike  at  the  Rio  Grande.  But  we  have 
neither. 

*  X-  *  *  *  * 

N.  B.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  ( ’ommanding. 

Major-General  Hai.lkck, 

Commander  in  Chief,  U.  S.  Army. 


Report  of  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  explaining  to  the  President  his  plan  of 

action  and  the  causes  of  failure. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  October  2°2,  1863. 

Sir:  Dispatches  from  the  General  in  Chief  impress  me  with  the 
belief  that  my  plan  of  action  in  the  movement  to  Sabine  Pass  is  not 
perfectly  understood  by  the  Government.  It  was  not  intended  for 
the  occupation  of  Sabine  City.  *  *  *  The  landing  contemplated 

and  referred  to  in  the  orders  given  to  General  Franklin  as  an  alterna¬ 
tive  for  that  of  Sabine  Pass  was  upon  the  coast  10  or  12  miles  below. 
******  * 

The  movement  to  the  Sabine  was  made  upon  the  reports  furnished 
by  the  naval  officers,  who  were  perfectly  confident  of  their  success  in 
being  able  to  destroy  the  enemy’s  guns.  The  grounding  of  the  two 
lioats  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  other  two  boats  caused  the  failure  to 
effect  a  landing  and  the  return  of  the  army.  In  my  judgment  the  army 
should  not  have  returned,  but  should  have  continued  to  the  point  indi¬ 
cated  for  landing  upon  the  coast,  as  contemplated  in  the  instructions. 
This  would  have  been  done  but  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  two  boats 
that  were  free  after  the  loss  of  the  Sachem  and  the  Clifton.  The  expe¬ 
dition  sailed  from  the  Mississippi  on  the  4th  of  September  and  returned 
to  the  Mississippi  on  September  11. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

We  are  now  in  position  for  a  movement  westward  into  Texas  and 
northward  to  northeastern  Texas  by  way  of  Shreveport.  *  *  * 

While  the  army  is  preparing  itself  for  one  or  the  other  of  these 
movements  I  propose  to  attempt  a  lodgment  upon  some  point  on  the 
coast  from  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Rio  Grande.  The  gun¬ 
boat  Tennessee  was  dispatched  by  Commodore  Bell  for  this  purpose  on 
the  29th,  a  careful  and  intelligent  engineer  (Captain  Baker)  accompa¬ 
nied  the  expedition.  The  Tennessee  returned  to  New  Orleans  on  the 
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16th  instant.  The  report  was  most  favorable  for  operations  upon  the 
Gulf  coast.  *  *  *  The  expedition  will  sail  to-morrow  moraine- 

(23d)  at  9  o’clock. 

******■•„ 


1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major'-  General ,  Commanding . 

The  President  of  the  United  States, 

Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  regarding  the  casualties  on 

the  TJ.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  September  26,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Bienville  has  arrived  from  Galveston  for  repairs  of  rudder 
and  boilers;  she  reports  the  crews  of  the  vessels  on  that  coast  in  good 
health. 

Please  receive  enclosed  copies  of  reports  from  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Dana,  in  reference  to  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  of  the 
U.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem ,  obtained  by  flag  of  truce  from 
Confederate  authorities  at  Sabine.  I  also  enclose  the  last  monthly 
reports  of  lists  of  officers  from  those  two  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  C’omdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Cayuga, 

Off  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  September  13,  1863 — a.  m. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant  I  sent  in  a  fiag-of-truce  boat 
and  ascertained  that  neither  the  captain  of  the  Clifton  nor  Sachem  was 
killed;  none  of  the  Clifton’s  officers  were  killed;  23  were  killed  and 
some  wounded,  mostly  belonging  to  the  Sachem.  The  Confederate 
officers  said  the  prisoners  were  hurried  off  to  Houston,  and  conse¬ 
quently  they  were  unable  to  give  me  the  names  of  killed  and  wounded, 
but  would  do  so  Sunday  if  I  would  send  in  a  boat. 

Captain  Lamson,  of 'the  Granite  City,  brought  from  Calcasieu  14 
refugees.  I  have  questioned  several  of  them  and  can  hear  of  no  fur¬ 
ther  injury  to  the  Clifton  than  the  cutting  of  the  steam  pipe.  The 
refugees  tell  me  that  the  Confederate  Captain  Fuller  was  sent  for,  and 
has  taken  command  of  the  Confederate  gunboats  and  cotton-clads;  also 
that  the  IX-incb  guns  of  the  Harriet  Lane  have  been  placed  on  the  cot¬ 
ton-clads. 

P.  m. — My  flag-of-truce  boat  has  just  returned.  The  Confederates 
say  they  have  buried  28  of  our  people  and  they  have  a  number  wounded. 

I  deem  it  necessary  to  have  immediately  a  stronger  force  here,  as 
the  Granite  City,  an  iron  vessel,  carries  nothing  but  some  howitzers, 
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and  the  Arizona  has  but  three  available  guns.  She  is  also  an  iron 
vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Dana, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga. 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  off  Coast  of  Texas. 


U.  S.  S.  Cayuga, 

Off  Sabine  Pass ,  Tex .,  September  17 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  been  unable  to  gain  much  additional  information  con¬ 
cerning  affairs  on  shore  here.  The  accounts  of  refugees  and  pilots 
vary  and  give  nothing  satisfactory.  It  is  thought  by  one,  this  Captain 
Fuller  is  here  and  by  others  that  he  is  not.  An  Englishman  named 
Odium,  thought  to  be  an  excellent  artillerist,  had  command  of  the  bat¬ 
tery  before  reinforcements  arrived.  A  man  named  Payne,  taken  at 
Galveston  and  sent  to  New  Orleans,  supposed  to  be  a  spy,  had  com¬ 
mand  of  the  cotton  vessels  just  before  the  attack. 

In  the  last  flag-of-truce  boat  a  rebel  officer  named  Leon  Smith, 
C.  S.  Navy,  the  person  who  commanded  the  captors  of  the  Harriet 
Lane ,  came  off  and  gave  his  card;  a  Major  Magruder  and  a  captain 
were  also  in  the  boat.  These  officers  we  have  not  before  seen.  The 
officer  who  came  off  in  the  first  boat  has  frequently  been  out  and  was 
here  during  the  engagement.  I  place  more  confidence  in  his  account 
of  the  killed  and  wounded. 

I  might  add  that  it  was  reported  bj^  the  officers  in  the  last  boat  that 
the  chief  engineers  of  both  vessels  were  killed,  and  that  the  executive 
officer  of  the  Clifton  was  wounded  and  died  in  Beaumont,  and  that  a 
master’s  mate  of  the  Clifton  was  killed. 

As  there  is  no  sickness  on  board  the  coal  schooner,  1  have  ordered 
the  Arizona  and  Granite  City ,  each,  to  take,  with  what  they  now  have, 
coal  for  ten  days  full  steaming,  which,  when  this  vessel  is  full,  will  be 
about  150  tons  taken.  If  we  were  all  to  till  up  little  or  none  would  be 
left  for  the  Seminole. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Dana, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga. 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  off  Coast  of  Texas. 


Detailed  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Dana,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Cayuga, 

Off  Sabine  Pass ,  Texas ,  October  15,  1863. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  12th  instant,  requiring 
a  more  particular  account  of  the  conduct  of  the  several  vessels  and 
their  commanders  on  the  occasion  of  the  attack  on  Sabine  Pass,  I  have 
respectfully  to  state  that  at  the  time  the  Sachem  was  disabled  she  was 
a  little  farther  up  the  stream  than  the  other  gunboats,  and  in  the 
Eastern  Channel,  about  1,000  yards  from  the  battery  (nearly  abreast 
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of  it).  The  Arizona  was  a  short  distance  astern  of  her;  the  Granite 
City  ahead  of  the  transports  about  lh  miles  downstream  from  the 
battery,  where  she  remained  during  the  engagement  without  tiring. 
The  Clifton  was  some  distance  ahead  of  the  Granite  City ,  in  the 
Western  Channel.  When  the  Sachem  was  disabled  my  attention  was 
particularly  directed  to  the  Clifton ,  as  all  hopes  of  silencing  the  bat¬ 
tery  rested  in  her.  She  ran  near  the  rebel  guns  and  aground,  as  I 
judged,  from  her  not  moving  while  her  engine  was  working.  At  one 
time  I  saw  a  quantity  of  steam  rise  from  her,  and  thought  she  was 
struck,  but  her  guns  continued  to  fire  and  her  beam  to  work.  During 
the  space  of  about  twenty  minutes,  when  the  Clifton  was  engaged  at 
close  quarters,  I  saw  a  boat  passing  from  the  Sachem  to  the  Arizona , 
the  two  vessels  being  very  near  each  other,  and  at  one  time  saw  the 
Arizona  heading  across  stream,  and  remaining  in  that  position  with 
her  stern  apparently  aground.  I  could  not  see  whether  or  not  the 
Sachem  was  aground,  but  thought  at  the  time  that  both  channels  were 
very  narrow  and  shallow — not  wider  than  the  length  of  one  of  the 
vessels. 

When  the  Clifton  hauled  her  colors  down  and  hoisted  the  white 
flag  I  looked  at  the  Sachem  and  saw  her  colors  down.  If  they  had 
been  hauled  down  before,  I  think  1  would  have  noticed  it,  and  I  am 
almost  sure  the  Sachem  had  no  white  flag  flying  before  the  Clifton 
hauled  down  her  ensign.  When  the  Clifton  surrendered,  I  was  con¬ 
fident  the  troops  would  be  landed  and  retake  the  gunboats,  as  there 
was  no  rebel  force  in  sight  outside  the  battery.  The  transports 
started  out;  the  Granite  City  passed  the  transports  and  went  out  to 
the  Cayuga ,  which  vessel  was  anchored  near  the  wreck  of  the  Morning 
Light.  The  Arizona  came  down  into  main  channel  and  stopped  ahead; 
or  nearly  ahead  of  all  the  transports,  as  I  supposed  at  the  time,  to  pick 
up  a  number  of  boats  belonging  to  the  transports  anchored  in  the 
channel,  and  probably  to  protect  the  transports  from  a  rebel  steamer 
which  was  then  coming  down  from  above  the  battery.  Whether  or 
not  she  grounded  then  I  do  not  know. 

When  I  left  the  shore  I  was  above  all  our  vessels,  and  getting  on 
board  as  quickly  as  possible,  I  found  Captain  Lamson  of  the  Granite 
City  there,  who  told  me  the  Arizona ,  with  the  others,  had  hauled 
down  her  colors  and  was  aground.  I  replied  that  when  I  last  saw 
the  Arizona  (since  he  came  out)  her  colors  were  flying,  and  that  I  did 
not  think  they 'had  been  hauled  down  at  any  time,  or  I  would  have 
seen  it.  I  told  Captain  Lamson  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  the  Arizona , 
who  replied  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  he  got  out  the 
channel  and  would  not  be  able  to  return,  as  it  was  then  about  dusk. 
Thinking  that  one  of  the  light-draft  transport  vessels  would  be  of  the 
most  service  to  the  Arizona ,  I  requested  General  Franklin  to  send  to 
her  assistance.  He  said  he  would  do  what  he  could.  At  about  11:30 
p.  in.  the  Arizona  came  out. 

As  the  naval  and  army  forces  in  this  case  are  so  intimately  connected, 
judging  of  one  branch  of  the  service  without  reference  to  the  other 
would  not  be  in  accordance  with  the  strict  rule  of  justice. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Dana, 

TAeutenant- Commander,  Commanding  U  S.  S.  Cayuga. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  convene  a  court  of 

enquiry. 

Navy  Department,  October  2,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  received  your  several  dispatches  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  disaster  at  Sabine  Pass. 

You  will  order  a  court  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  command¬ 
ing  officers  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Arizona  and  Granite  City ,  as  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  reports  of  Major-General  Franklin  and  Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral  Weitzel,  enclosed  with  your  No.  54. 

It  is  desirable  to  learn  as  early  as  practicable  the  fate  of  the  officers 
and  crews  of  the  Clifton  and  Suchem  who  were  killed  or  wounded, 
and  who  are  now  prisoners,  and  the  Department  authorizes  a  flag 
of  truce  to  be  sent  in  for  that  purpose.  Many  enquiries  are  made 
by  relatives  who  are  interested. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  H.  H.  Bell, 

Corndg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  expressing  disap¬ 
proval  of  the  conduct  of  the  expedition. 


Navy  Department,  October  9,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Department  received  your  several  dispatches  in  reference  to 
the  combined  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  which  resulted  in  the  capture 
of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem  and  their  officers  and  crews. 

While  commending  your  promptness  and  zeal  in  cooperating  with 
the  Army,  the  Department  can  not  approve  of  the  dispatching  of  three 
or  four  small  vessels  to  Sabine  Pass  to  contend,  in  the  narrow  and 
shallow  channel,  against  earthworks.  Nor  can  it  approve  of  the  plac¬ 
ing  of  such  an  expedition  under  the  command  of  an  officer  of  com¬ 
paratively  little  experience  in  such  matters. 

In  such  movements  the  Nav}f  in  case  of  failure  is  always  held 
responsible,  and  therefore  they  should  not  be  made  without  the  proper 
force  and  material  to  guard  against  disaster  and  secure  success,  and 
should  be  intrusted  to  officers  of  much  experience  and  judgment  only. 

The  disastrous  results  and  total  failure  of  the  Sabine  Pass  expedi¬ 
tion  is  a  source  of  regret,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  similar  movements 
may  not  be  undertaken  without  a  full  consideration  of  the  consequence 
and  responsibilities. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  Owasco  should  be  brought  before  a 
court  for  leaving  his  blockading  station  without  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Commodore  Henry  H.  Bell, 

Corndg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Madigan,  U.  S.  Navy,  to 
explain  his  absence  from  the  blockade. 

Navy  Department,  October  [7(9],  1863. 
Sir:  The  Department  desires  an  explanation  from  you  of  your 
absence  from  the  blockade  off  Sabine  Pass  at  the  period  of  the  fitting 
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out  and  arrival  of  the  combined  expedition  under  the  command  of 
Brigadier-General  Franklin,  U.  S.  Army,  at  that  place. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

> Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  John  Madigan,  IT.  S.  Navy, 


New  Castle,  Maine. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Madigan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Owasco, 
explaining  his  absence  from  the  blockade. 

New  Castle,  Me.,  October  15,  1863. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  communication  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have 
to  say  that  I  was  blockading  alone  in  the  gunboat  Owasco  off  Sabine 
and  that  I  was  obliged  to  go  to  Galveston  for  oil  for  the  machinery  on 
Sunday,  the  6th  of  September,  and  left  there  as  had  been  occasionally 
done  before  for  coal,  etc.  I  left  at  10:30  a.  m.  and  arrived  at  Galveston 
at  3:30  p.  m.  of  same  day.  The  gunboat  Cayuga,  being  nearly  tilled 
with  coal,  was  ordered  to  till  up  and  resume  the  blockade  off  Sabine, 
which  she  did,  leaving  at  8  o’clock  of  that  evening.  I  was  ordered  to 
till  up  with  coal  on  Monday  at  Galveston.  In  regard  to  the  fitting  out 
of  the  combined  expedition,  I  knew  nothing  of  it  at  the  time  of  my 
leaving  Sabine,  nor  did  the  senior  officer  off  Galveston,  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  and  belief. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Madigan, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  TJ.  > S '.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretaip  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging  the  order  to  convene  a  court  of 

enquiry. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  La.,  October  30,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
October  2,  directing  a  court  of  enquiry  to  be  held  on  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  Granite  City  and  the  Arizona. 

Those  two  steamers  are  now  at  sea  on  blockade,  and  the  material 
evidence  is  with  the  army,  at  present  in  the  field.  Your  order  shall 
be  complied  with  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  Arkansas  has  been  sent  to  the  coast  of  Texas,  with  instructions 
for  the  commanding  officer  off  Sabine  to  send  in  a  flag  of  truce  to 
ascertain  the  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  of  the  Clifton  and  Sachem. 

I  have  the  honortobe,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdy.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wash  ington  . 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Crocker,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  force. 

Houston,  Tex.,  September  1%,  1863. 
Sir:  By  permission  of  the  provost-marshal-general  of  Texas,  I  have 
the  honor  to  make  a  concise  report  concerning  the  capture  of  the 
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Clifton  and  Sachem  and  the  failure  of  our  attack  on  the  fort  at  Sabine, 
passing  the  failure  of  the  Granite  City  to  anchor  off  the  bar  and 
show  the  concerted  signal  whereby  we  lost  the  advantage  of  surprise 
and  other  failures. 

On  the  night  of  the  7th  instant  the  whole  fleet  anchored  off'  the  bar, 
and  at  daylight  the  next  morning  1  crossed  the  bar  in  the  Clifton  to 
reconnoiter.  I  found  a  cotton-clad  gunboat  and  a  very  strong-looking 
battery  situated  where  1  expected  to  find  it,  and  after  attempting  to 
draw  their  fire  without  success  fell  back  and  signalized  for  the  whole 
fleet  to  cross  the  bar,  which  was  done. 

I  then  went  on  board  General  Franklin’s  ship  to  arrange  for  the 
attack,  which  was  finally  decided  as  follows:  While  the  Clifton  was 
shelling  the  battery  with  short-fuze  shells  the  Sachem  and  Arizona 
were  to  advance  up  the  Louisiana  channel,  and  thus  compel  the  enemy 
to  change  the  training  of  his  guns,  when  the  Clifton  was  to  advance 
rapidly  up  the  Texas  channel  and  endeavor  to  obtain  a  position  near 
enough  to  the  battery  to  enable  the  sharpshooters  to  pick  off  the 
enemy’s  gunners. 

The  Granite  City  was  to  start  with  the  Clifton ,  and,  following  her 
up  the  Texas  channel,  take  up  a  position  just  above  the  old  battery  and 
cover  the  landing  of  troops  at  that  place  from  the  transport  General 
Banks ,  which  troops  were  to  advance  rapidly  up  the  bank  toward  the 
enemy  and  support  the  Clifton ,  should  she,  as  was  expected,  ground 
near  the  battery.  It  was  4  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  before  General 
Franklin  was  ready  to  cooperate,  by  which  time  the  smoke  of  several 
steamers  was  discovered  coming  down  the  lake. 

The  arrangements  of  the  army  being  at  last  completed,  the  Clifton 
took  up  her  position  in  the  Texas  channel  and  began  to  shell  the  enemy. 
The  Sachem  started  up  the  Louisiana  channel,  followed  by  the  Arizona , 
and  after  grounding  slightly,  entered  the  channel  and  joined  in  the 
action  as  they  moved  up.  The  Granite  City  and  the  General  Banks , 
with  their  anchors  up,  lay  ready  to  follow. 

At  the  second  discharge  from  the  enemy’s  guns  the  Clifton ,  with  a 
full  head  of  steam,  steamed  rapidly  up  the  Texas  channel  toward  the 
battery. 

When  the  Clifton  was  about  halfway  up  to  the  battery,  I  noticed 
with  great  surprise  that  the  Granite  City  and  the  General  Banks  were 
still  laying  drifting  across  the  tide,  making  no  attempt  to  follow;  at 
the  same  time  a  shot  from  the  enemy  struck  the  Sacheni s  boiler,  dis¬ 
abling  her  instantly  and  silencing  her  tire;  but,  depending  upon  the 
support  of  all  the  others,  the  Clifton  kept  on  her  course.  In  a  short 
time,  however,  her  wheel  rope  was  shotaway  and  she  grounded  sooner 
than  was  expected,  and  in  such  a  position  that  only  three  of  her  guns 
could  bear  on  the  battery,  and  with  three  we  kept  up  the  fight,  making 
every  effort  to  get  the  vessel  afloat,  but  before  we  succeeded  a  shot 
passed  through  her  boiler  and  machinery,  disabling  her  completely. 

Until  this  time  every  man  stood  to  his  post,  and  the  fight  was  pro¬ 
gressing  favorably,  but  the  steam  drove*  all  the  sharpshooters  off  the 
upper  deck.  Many,  thinking  the  vessel  was  about  to  blow  up,  jumped 
overboard;  at  the  same  time  the  enemy  got  our  range,  and  their  fire 
began  to  tell  severely.  The  vessel  twice  caught  fire,  and  the  men 
were  falling  fast.  My  executive  officer  (Acting  Master  Robert 
Rhodes)  fell  mortally  wounded.  Two  other  officers  received  wounds, 
and  the  men,  noticing  that  no  support  was  near,  many  of  them  became 
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unsteady;  enough  of  them  remained,  however,  to  keep  up  a  very 
effectual  fire,  which  was  being  done  with  the  faint  hope  that  we  might 
yet  be  supported,  when  I  was  met  by  two  of  my  officers  and  informed 
by  'one  of  them  that  he  had  hauled  down  the  flag  and  that  we  could 
not  fight  any  more.  With  great  indignation  1  ordered  it  hoisted 
again  and  all  to  stand  to  their  guns;  but  the  example  had  become  con¬ 
tagious,  with  few  exceptions.  The  men  had  left  their  guns  and  were 
taking  to  the  water.  At  the  same  time  a  shot  from  the  enemy  disabled 
one  of  my  three  guns,  and  the  lock  of  another  broke,  the  remnant  of 
the  crew  firing  it  with  a  hammer.  Under  the  circumstances,  and  see¬ 
ing  that  the  Arizona  failed  to  push  on,  the  Granite  City  and  General 
Banks  to  make  the  slightest  attempt  to  support  me,  the  enemy’s  tire 
becoming  more  and  more  deadly,  deserted  by  all  but  a  few  brilliant 
exceptions,  I  deemed  it  mv  duty  to  stop  the  slaughter  by  showing  the 
white  flag,  which  was  done,  and  we  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enenw. 
While  the  fight  was  thus  progressing  the  commander  of  -  the  Sachem 
sent  to  the  Arizona  an  order  to  advance  and  take  him  in  tow,  but  it 
was  not  obeyed. 

The  Arizona  lay  astern  nearly  silent  until  the  termination  of  the 
fight,  when  she  turned  and  fled. 

The  conduct  of  the  commanders  of  the  Arizona  and  Granite  City  or  of 
my  officer  who  hauled  down  the  flag  I  am  not  now  called  upon  to  char¬ 
acterize,  nor  that  of  General  Franklin  in  failing  so  utterly  to  cooper¬ 
ate,  but  I  trust  my  Government  will  soon  place  me  in  a  position  to  ask 
an  enquiry  into  the  facts. 

I  can  not  conclude  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  gallant  manner 
which  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Sachem  carried  out,  so  far  as  he 
could,  his  part  of  the  programme. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederick  Crocker, 

Acting  Volunteer ■  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Expedition - 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron,  off  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army,  request¬ 
ing  the  names  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  captured  of  the  TJ.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and 
Sachem. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  October  27,  1863. 
General:  I  am  authorized  to  send  a  flag  of  truce  into  Sabine  Pass 
to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  captured  officers 
and  crew  of  the  late  U.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem  in  Sabine 
Pass  on  the  8th  September  last,  and  subsequent  casualties  auiongthem. 
I  request,  sir,  you  will  kindly  supply  the  information,  in  order  to 
relieve  the  anxiety  of  their  relations.  The  senior  officer  on  blockade 
off  Sabine  or  Galveston  will  receive  your  reply. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Conidg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Major-General  John  B.  Magruder, 

C.  S.  Army  of  Texas. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Crocker,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  prisoner  in  the  Confederate 
lines,  transmitting  list  of  casualties  on  the  TT.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem. 

Camp  Groce,  Tex.,  November  9,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  communication,  under  date  of  October  27,  1863,  to  Major 
General  J.  B.  Magruder,  asking  the  names  of  the  killed,  wounded, 
and  captured  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  LT.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and 
Sachem ,  has  been  this  day  referred  to  me,  with  permission  to  answer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  herewith  a  correct  list  of  the  cap¬ 
tured  officers  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  colored  men,  of  the  crew 
of  the  Clifton ,  and  as  near  as  I  am  able  to  ascertain  a  correct  list  of 
the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  I  also  forward  similar  lists  of  the 
Sachem ,  as  handed  me  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  Johnson. 

In  my  former  report  1  mentioned  the  name  of  my  executive  officer 
only. 

All  the  wounded  have  recovered,  but  of  the  missing  it  is  known  that 
many  were  drowned. 

I  also  include  a  list  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Signal  Corps  and  of 
the  Seventy-fifth  New  York  Volunteers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederick  Crocker, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  17.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Squadron ,  of  New  Orleans ,  La. 

[Enclosures.] 

Exchanged  a*  soldiers. — George  Range,  ordinary  seaman;  William 
Welsh,  landsman;  Daniel  McCarty,  ordinary  seaman;  James  E.  Hodg¬ 
kins,  landsman. 


List  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  U.  S.  S.  Clifton. 


Killed. — Robert  Rhodes,  acting  master  and  executive  officer ;  Michael 
Driscoll,  landsman;  a  negro  contraband,  name  unknown.  Of  Seventy- 
fifth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers:  L.  D.  Hallock,  corporal,  Com¬ 
pany  B;  G.  T.  Beardsley,  D.  E.  Parker,  privates,  Company  B;  H. 
Raymond,  private, Company  A;  James  [M.  j  Benedict,  private,  Company 
D;  W.  W.  Miller,  private,  Company  G;  William  F.  Pray,  private. 
Signal  Corps.  Total,  10  killed. 

Wounded .-  -F.  -I.  Bradley,  third  assistant  engineer;  William 
Mahoney,  landsman;  Peter  Brown,  seaman;  Morris  Powers,  second- 
class  fireman.  Of  Seventy -fifth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers: 
E.  N.  Andrews,  E.  L.  Bradley,  privates,  Company  B;  W.  H.  Beebe, 
John  [J.]  Campbell,  privates,  Company  G;  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Dana, 
Signal  Corps,  slightly.  Total,  9  wounded. 

Missing. — ' Twenty-one  of  the  crew,  names  unknown — mostly  col¬ 
ored.  Of  Seventy-fifth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers:  O.  A. 
Brown,  corporal,  Company  A;  A.  G.  Borden,  R.  O.  Canfield,  F. 
Olford,  R.  Tucker,  privates,  Company  B;  A.  V.  Brown,  I.  Bump, 
privates,  Company  G.  Total,  28  missing. 

Grand  total. — l'O  killed,  9  wounded,  28  missing. 

V ery  respectf u  1  ly , 


Frederick  Crocker, 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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[Endorsement.] 

Complete  list  which  accompanied  this  sent  to  War  Department 
February  20,  1862. 


Lisl,  of  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  U.  S.  S.  Sachem,  at  Sabine  Pass,  September  8,  1883. 

PRISONERS. 

Officers. — Amos  Johnson,  acting  volunteer  lieutenant;  A.  H.  Rey¬ 
nolds,  acting  ensign ;  J.  C.  Heney,  acting  master’s  mate;  W.  E.  Bridges, 
acting  master’s  mate;  A.  E.  Larrien,  paimiaster’s  clerk. 

Petty  officers. — John  Taylor,  boatswain’s  mate  (exchanged*);  Her¬ 
man  Spilker,  quartermaster  (died  at  Camp  Ford,  June,  1864*);  J.  C. 
McNerney,  quartermaster. 

Seamen.  — Edward  Foley  (exchanged*),  John  Stewart,  George  Brown 
(escaped*),  Charles  Brown  (died  June  1,  1864,  at  Camp  Ford,  Texas*), 
William  Sutter,  John  Thompson  (died  March  14,  1864,  at  Camp 
Fordx),  Alexander  Ashton  (reported  as  having  escaped*),  John  De 
Casta.  Thomas  Hall,  Thomas  Mulman,  Daniel  Baker,  George  McCler- 
ran,  William  Vargan,  John  Swift. 

Landsmen. — John  Imbush  (died  August  T,  1864,  at  Camp  Ford*), 
Michael  De  Lanev,  James  McVey,  James  Kelley,  Thomas  Milem,  John 
Carey  (died  July  13,  1864*),  M.  J.  Flynn,  George  M.  Whiteman, 
James  Stewart  (exchanged*),  William  Wheaton,  Peter  Martin,  John 
A.  Andrews. 

Engineer’s  department. — John  Hayes  (escaped*),  Dennis  Toomey, 
John  McDonough  (said  to  have  escaped  and  reached  the  blockade*). 

KILLED. 

Officers. — John  Fraser,  second  assistant  engineer. 

Seaman. — John  Williams. 

Firemen. — William  Robinson,  Richard  Turner,  Thomas  Sullivan, 
Thomas  Ryan,  Calvin  Williams. 


MISSING. 


Officers. — John  Munroe,  third  assistant  engineer  (dead*). 

Seamen. — Peter  Benson  (reached  the  Arizona*),  G.  William  Meeker 
(reached  the  Arizona*). 

Landsmen. — Peter  Lee,  Henry  Brown,  William  Glenn  (dead  on  the 
Arizona*),  George  Horton  (reached  Arizona*),  Randell  Smith,  Isaac 
Carter,  William  Wilson,  John  Chace,  Willis  Green,  William  Lowe 
(reached  the  Arizona*),  Samuel  Smith  (reached  the  Arizona*),  John 
Horton,  John  Rolles. 

Very  respectfully, 


Amos  Johnson, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


[Endorsement.] 


List  of  officers  and  privates  of  Compan}^  D,  One  hundred  and  sixty- 
first  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers,  on  boat  Sachem,  killed,  wounded, 
etc.,  sent  to  War  Department  February  20. 


*  In  pencil. 
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Second  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Crocker,  U.  S.  Navy,  late  commanding 

naval  forces. 

Edgartown,  Mass.,  April  HI,  1865. 

Sir:  While  a  prisoner  to  the  rebels  I  received  permission  to  forward 
a  concise  account  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  capture  of  tbe 
U.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem ,  under  my  command,  and  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  the  attack  upon  Sabine  Pass,  Texas,  September  8,  1863,  but  I 
am  unable  to  learn  that  it  reached  the  Department.  I  have  the  honor 
now  to  send  a  more  complete  report. 

As  arranged  between  Major-General  Franklin,  commanding  the  land 
forces,  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  and  myself,  the  attack  upon  Sabine 
Pass  was  to  have  been  a  surprise.  It  was  intended  that  the  expedition 
should  arrive  oil  the  pass  during  the  night  of  the  6th,  and  be  ready  to 
start  in  over  the  bar  with  the  whole  force  at  early  daylight  on  the 
morning  of  the  7th,  with  the  expectation  of  finding  the  rebel  steamers 
known  to  be  there  with  steam  down,  when  they  would  be  unable  to 
escape. 

In  order  to  insure  the  success  of  this  plan,  Commodore  Bell  dis¬ 
patched  the  Granite  City ,  Acting  Master  C.  W.  Lamson,  commanding, 
having  our  principal  pilot  on  board,  a  day  in  advance,  with  orders  to 
communicate  with  the  blockaders  at  Sabine  and  anchor  his  vessel 
exactly  at  the  mouth  of  the  channel  and  at  night  to  show  a  light  from 
the  seaboard  side  of  his  vessel,  by  which  the  fleet  could,  on  their 
arrival,  be  guided  to  a  proper  anchorage. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  September  the  advance  division  of 
the  land  forces,  under  Brigadier-General  Weitzel,  in  transports,  con¬ 
voyed  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Arizona ,  Acting  Master  Howard  Tibbits,  com¬ 
manding,  rendezvoused  at  Barrel  Stake  light-house,  Atchafalaya  Bay, 
where  the}'  were  awaited  by  the  naval  force  under  my  command, 
namely,  the  U.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem ,  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Amos  Johnson. 

After  detailing  sharpshooters  to  the  three  gunboats,  the  whole  force 
started  for  Sabine,  regulating  the  speed  so  as  to  arrive  at  the  pass 
during  the  night,  as  had  been  arranged.  After  dark  the  whole  con¬ 
voy,  following  the  Clifton ,  closed  in  with  the  land  and  moved  down 
the  coast  in  not  more  than  4  fathoms  water,  to  ensure  falling  in  with 
the  Granite  City  and  her  signal  light,  as  there  was  no  other  way  to 
ascertain  the  exact  position  of  the  pass  in  a  dark  night. 

The  expedition  steamed  along  the  coast  in  this  way  until,  by  the 
reckoning  and  the  trending  of  the  coast,  it  was  certain  that  it  had 
passed  the  desired  point,  when  it  turned  and  moved  back  in  the  same 
way  until,  by  the  reckoning,  it  having  again  passed  the  sought-for 
point,  it  became  certain  that  the  Granite  City  was  not  at  her  post, 
that  the  blockaders  were  also  away,  and,  consequently,  that  the 
expedition  could  not  anchor  exactly  at  the  appointed  spot.  I  therefore 
deemed  it  best  to  move  to  the  eastward  and  offshore  far  enough 
to  be  concealed  from  the  coast  when  it  became  daylight,  and  it 
was  done. 

At  daylight  the  Granite  City  was  in  sight  inshore  and  came  near. 
Acting  Master  Lamson  reported  that  on  arriving  off'  the  pass  the  day 
previous  he  found  no  blockaders  there,  but,  soon  after  anchoring,  he 
discovered  a  large  man-of-war  steamer,  painted  lead  color,  which  his 
fertile  imagination  transformed  into  the  dreadful  Alabama ;  that  he 
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thereupon  got  underway  and  left,  went  to  the  mouth  of  the  Calcasieu 
River,  and  sent  in  a  boat  to  get  information  about  Sabine,  but  obtained 
none. 

As  this  first  attempt  at  surprise  had  failed,  and  as  there  was  danger  of 
the  enemy’s  obtaining  some  information  of  our  intentions  through  the 
ill-advised  communication  at  Calcasieu,  I  proposed  to  General  Weitzel 
that  we  should  immediately  start  for  Sabine  and  make  the  attack  at 
once,  but  he  was  still  in  favor  of  attempting  a  surprise  and  preferred 
to  wait  for  the  next  night,  and,  as  my  orders  were  to  “  cooperate  with 
the  army  ”  I,  of  course,  waited  also. 

The  Granite  City  was  sent  once  more  to  the  pass,  with  orders  to 
anchor  and  show  a  light,  as  before  directed,  and  the  other  steamers 
were  extended  in  a  line  across  the  route  of  the  other  divisions  of  the 
expedition  to  intercept  them.  During  the  day,  however,  it  was  ascer¬ 
tained  that  the  division  under  the  immediate  command  of  General 
Franklin  had  passed  unseen  and  was  at  anchor  off  the  pass.  As  sur¬ 
prise  was  now  no  longer  possible,  the  remainder  of  the  expedition 
moved  in  toward  the  pass,  and  during  the  night  of  the  7th  came  to 
anchor  near  the  channel.  There  I  found  the  gunboat  Cayuga ,  and  to 
her  commanding  officer  I  showed  my  orders  and  asked  for  information; 
but  he,  although  he  had  been  stationed  off  the  pass  several  months, 
was  unable  to  give  me  the  slightest  information  about  the  character 
of  the  fortifications  or  the  amount  of  force  in  the  pass,  but  believed 
we  should  find  them  much  stronger  than  we  expected. 

Having  informed  General  Franklin  of  this,  it  was  deemed  proper  for 
the  Clifton ,  first,  to  steam  in  over  the  bar  at  early  daylight,  and  then, 
if  the  anchorage  was  safe,  to  signalize  the  other  gunboats  and  the 
transports  to  pass  the  bar  also.  Accordingly,  at  daylight,  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th,  I  crossed  the  bar  in  the  Clifton  and  moved  up  the 
pass,  when  I  discovered  a  very  formidable  earthwork,  mounting  six 
guns,  some  of  them  apparently  very  heavy,  and  a  small  cotton-clad 
steamer,  but,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few  in  the  battery,  no 
troops,  and  no  signs  of  any,  nor  of  any  other  fortifications. 

After  steaming  up  within  easy  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  and 
throwing  a  number  of  shells  to  draw  their  fire,  without  success,  I  sig¬ 
naled  for  the  whole  fleet  to  cross  the  bar,  which  was  done  as  fast  as  they 
could  push  through  the  mud,  and  by  about  10  o’clock  a.  m.  all  the 
gunboats  and  a  large  number  of  transports  were  inside  at  anchor. 

Immediately  upon  his  arrival,  I  boarded  General  Franklin’s  steamer 
to  consult  about  the  next  move.  It  was  decided  that  the  battery 
appeared  too  formidable  to  warrant  an  attack  by  the  gunboats  alone, 
as  was  first  intended,  for,  with  the  exception  of  the  Clifton ,  their 
armaments  were  light  and  the  boilers  and  machinery  of  the  whole 
entirely  unprotected,  and  it  was  determined  that  the  army  should 
assist  in  the  attack.  I  took  General  Franklin  and  General  Weitzel 
ashore  in  my  boat  to  recon noiter,  when  it  was  decided  that  a  landing 
of  troops  could  only  be  effected  at  the  Old  Battery,  where  the  bank 
was  nearly  perpendicular  and  the  water  of  sufficient  depth  to  allow 
a  steamer  "to  run  directly  alongside  of  it,  but  which  was  within  range 
of  the  enemy’s  guns.  These  facts  ascertained,  the  plan  of  attack  was 
arranged  as  follows: 

It  being  evident  from  the  appearance  of  the  enemy’s  guns  that  they 
were  elevated  and  pointed  to  command  one  particular  place  in  the 
Texas  channel,  and  that  if  the  gunboats  reached  that  point  without 
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diverting  their  aim  they  would  be  almost  certainly  disabled,  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  avail  myself  of  the  other  channel,  and  by  sending  a  part  of 
my  force  up  that  compel  the  enemy  to  change  the  direction  of  his 
guns  or  permit  them  to  pass  the  battery  unmolested.  Accordingly,  I 
ordered  the  Sachem ,  followed  by  the  Arizona ,  to  steam  rapidly  up  the 
Louisiana  channel,  while  I,  in  the  Clifton ,  advanced  slowly  up  the 
Texas  channel,  with  the  intention  to  make  a  dash  upon  the  battery  the 
moment  its  guns  were  turned  upon  the  Sachem  and  Arizona.  In  any. 
event,  I  expected  that  a  part  of  my  force  would  pass  the  battery,  and 
felt  sure  that  either  vessel  could  cope  successfully  with  the  enemy’s 
miserable  cotton-clad  which  lay  above. 

The  Granite  City  having  only  a  battery  of  light  howitzers,  was 
detailed  to  follow  the  Clifton ,  take  position  just  above  the  Old  Bat¬ 
tery  in  the  Texas  channel,  and  cover  the  landing  of  the  troops,  which 
were  to  begin  to  land  the  moment  the  gunboats  commenced  the  attack. 
The  troops,  as  fast  as  they  landed,  were  to  be  thrown  forward  as  skir¬ 
mishers  and  sharpshooters,  and  assist  to  drive  the  enemy  from  their 
guns. 

All  parts  of  the  plan  were  fully  understood  by  General  Franklin  and 
General  Weitzel  and  by  the  commanding  officers  of  the  gunboats,  and 
met  with  their  expressed  sanction  and  approval.  As  L  left  General 
Franklin  to  commence  the  attack,  my  last  words  were,  that  if  1  grounded 
under  the  battery,  as  was  possible,  1  should  be  entirely  destroyed 
should  he  fail  in  landing  the  troops  as  he  proposed,  and  he  again  prom¬ 
ised  to  have  his  transports  follow  the  gunboats  closely. 

The  naval  forces  were  ready  for  the  attack  by  noon,  but  were  delayed, 
waiting  for  the  army  transports,  until  nearly  4  o’clock,  when  General 
Franklin  informed  me  that  he  was  ready,  and  I  at  once  made  the  sig¬ 
nal  to  engage,  and  commenced  steaming  slowly  up  the  Texas  channel, 
throwing  shells  rapidly  from  the  IX-inch  gun  forward.  The  Sachem 
proceeded  slowly  up  the  Louisiana  channel,  followed,  after  considerable 
floundering,  by  the  Arizona ,  and  reached  nearly  halfway  to  the  battery 
before  the  enemy  changed  the  direction  of  their  guns,  and  even  then 
they  fired  so  wildly  that  of  about  thirty  shots  aimed  at  the  Sachem. 
only  one  took  effect;  but  that  one  totally  disabled  her  and  silenced  her 
fire. 

The  commander  of  the  Sachem  informed  me  that  as  soon  as  he  was 
disabled  he  anchored  to  prevent  grounding  and  sent  a  message  to  the 
commander  of  the  Arizona  to  come  up  and  take  him  in  tow ,  but,  although 
the  Arizona  was  at  one  time  nearly  within  hail,  the  order  was  not 
obeyed,  and  the  Sachem  was  thereby  lost. 

The  Arizona  slowly  followed  the  Sachem ,  keeping  up  a  slow  and 
very  ineffective  fire  until  the  Sachem  was  disabled,  and  then  made  no 
effort  to  pass  that  vessel,  but  lay  in  the  channel,  rendering  no  impor¬ 
tant  assistance,  until  the  Clifton  and  Sachem,  surrendered,  when  she 
turned  and  made  her  escape. 

The  Granite  City ,  although  ordered  to  follow  the  Clifton  closely 
until  its  position  above  the  Old  Batteiy  was  reached,  apparently  made 
no  attempt  to  obey  the  order,  but  lay  during  the  whole  engagement 
drifting  with  the  tide  near  the  transports  and  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
enemy’s  guns. 

Immediately  that  the  battery  changed  the  direction  of  its  guns  the 
Clifton  started,  under  a  full  head  of  steam,  up  the  Texas  channel  and 
had  reached  more  than  halfway  to  the  battery  before  the  enemy  dis- 
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covered  her  rapid  approach;  but  then  they  at  once  brought  every  gun 
to  bear  upon  her.  Their  aim,  however,  had,  as  I  expected,  become  so 
deranged  that  not  until  the  Clifton  had  had  her  wheel  ropes  shot  away 
or  parted,  and  had  grounded  in  consequence,  did  their  shot  take  effect. 

The  Clifton  grounded  in  a  position  such  as  enabled  us  to  use  only 
three  guns,  which  were  for  a  time  used  with  accuracy  and  effect;  but 
soon  after  she  grounded  a  shot  struck  the  steam  drum,  when  she  be¬ 
came  entirely  helpless.  The  steam  and  hot  water  drove  the  sharp¬ 
shooters  and  every  one  off  the  upper  deck.  Another  shot  mortally 
wounded  Acting  Master  Robert  Rhodes,  my  executive  officer,  who  fell 
early  in  the  fight  bravely  doing  his  duty. 

In  order  to  bring  another  gun  to  bear,  I  ordered  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  H.  S.  P.  Rollins  to  train  his  gun  forward  and  blow  out  the  side 
of  the  vessel.  This  he  did,  and  that  gun  was  thus  brought  into  use 
during  the  remainder  of  the  action. 

Upon  the  loss  of  my  executive  officer  I  directed  Acting  Master  B.  S. 
Weeks,  who  was  next  in  rank  and  in  command  of  the  after  pivot  gun 
(not  in  use),  to  assume  the  duties  of  executive  officer.  He  replied  that 
he  “did  not  see  anything  to  do.”  Soon  after  the  vessel  caught  lire, 
and  I  directed  him  to  have  the  fire  extinguished.  He  asked  me  if  I 
expected  him  to  do  it  himself,  saying  that  he  did  not  know  where  the 
buckets  were  and  could  not  control  the  men.  I  then  ordered  the  senior 
engineer,  James  A.  Fox,  who  was  standing  near,  to  have  it  put  out, 
and  he  did  it  promptly. 

In  the  meantime  the  enemy’s  fire  was  becoming  hot  and  deadly,  and 
men  were  falling  fast.  A  shot  struck  the  muzzle  of  one  of  the  forward 
guns,  partially  disabling  it  and  wounding  many  of  the  crew.  While 
placing  new  men  at  the  gun  I  learned  that  the  lock  of  the  IX-inch  pivot 
forward  (my  main  dependence)  was  broken,  but  the  crew  were  man¬ 
fully  fighting  it  and  exploding  the  primer  with  a  hatchet. 

In  this  way  the  fight  continued  about  half  an  hour,  and  yet  the  Gran¬ 
ite  City  or  the  army  transports  had  made  not  the  slightest  movement 
toward  taking  their  positions,  but  lay  drifting  with  the  tide.  The 
Sachem  had  become  entirely  silent,  the  Arizona  making  only  a  few 
ineffectual  shots,  and  the  enemy’s  fire  becoming  more  and  more  accurate 
and  deadly. 

While  1  was  at  the  forward  gun,  directing  the  fire  and  encouraging 
the  crew  with  the  hope  of  being  able  to  hold  out  till  the  army  should 
afford  us  the  promised  relief,  Acting  Master  Benjamin  S.  Weeks — the 
officer  who  in  the  commencement  of  the  engagement  could  find  nothing 
to  do — came  to  me  and  entreated  me  to  surrender  and  save  a  useless 
sacrifice  of  life,  adding  that  he  had  already  hauled  down  the  flag !  He 
called  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  no  help  had  as  yet  started,  and 
that  there  was  no  appearance  of  any  coming;  that  the  Sachem  was 
disabled  and  silenced,  the  Arizona  retreating,  and  our  own  men  rapidly 
jumping  overboard;  that  it  was  of  no  use  to  fight  longer.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  by  this  time  his  remark  was  true,  for,  seeing  the  flag  hauled 
down,  the  men  became  rapidly  demoralized,  and,  with  a  few  brilliant 
exceptions,  began  to  leave  the  guns  and  take  to  the  water.  Thus  my 
last  hope  left  me,  and  I  surrendered,  immediately  destroying  all  signal 
books  and  public  papers. 

During  the  engagement  the  wounded  received  no  attention,  as  the 
surgeon  was  not  to  be  found.  It  was  reported  to  me  that  Acting 
Assistant  Surgeon  D.  D.  T.  Nestell  climbed  over  outside  and  got  upon 
the  rudder,  and  there  remained  during  the  engagement. 
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It  is  with  great  reluctance  that  1  report  the  conduct  of  the  com¬ 
manders  of  the  Granite  City  and  Arizona;  of  Acting  Master  B.  S. 
Weeks  and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  D.  D.  T.  Nested — conduct  so 
unusual  in  naval  officers — but  I  believe  it  a  duty  I  owe  the  service  and 
the  country. 

The  reason  why  the  army  failed  so  utterly  to  cooperate,  after  having 
promised  so  fairly,  I  have  been  unable  to  learn;  but  it  has  been  since 
proven  to  me  that  if  a  single  movement  toward  landing  troops  had 
lieen  made,  the  enemy  would  have  evacuated  Sabine  Pass  and  the 
expedition  would  have  proved  a  success.  For  two  days  after  the  fight 
there  were  not  300  men  at  Sabine  or  within  many  miles  of  that  place. 

My  report  would  he  incomplete  without  mention  of  the  gallant  con¬ 
duct  of  Acting  Ensign  W  illiam  W.  Weld,  who  has  been  also  mentioned 
for  gallantry  by  other  commanding  officers.  He  and  his  whole  gun’s 
crew  fought  the  forward  pivot  gun  in  the  coolest  and  most  gallant 
manner  possible.  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  James  A.  Fox, 
Acting  Master’s  Mates  Henry  S.  P.  Hollins  and  N.  Loring  Cannon 
also  deserve  commendation  for  the  gallant  maimer  in  which  they  fought 
their  guns  and  performed  every  duty.  All  the  petty  officers  also 
behaved  remarkably  well,  standing  to  their  guns  and  fighting  to  the 
last. 

In  conclusion,  I  bear  willing  testimony  to  the  gallant  manner  in 
which  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Amos  Johnson,  of  the  Sachem , 
carried  out,  so  far  as  he  could,  the  duty  assigned  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederick  Crocker, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  U  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Tibbits,  U.  S.  Navy,  late  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Arizona. 

U.  S.  Bark  William  G.  Anderson, 

Mobile  Bay,  May  15,  1865. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  enclosed  extract  from  the  report  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  Crocker  I  would  respectfully  state  that  at 
the  time  the  U.  S.  S.  Sachem  was  disabled  at  Sabine  Pass  the  Arizona 
was  so  near  her  that  she  was  stopped  and  backed  to  prevent  fouling, 
in  doing  which  she  grounded  by  the  stern.  The  ebb  tide  swung  her 
across  the  channel,  when  she  grounded  forward  on  an  oyster  bed. 

At  this  time  a  boat  was  sent  to  the  Sachem  and  returned  with  3 
badly  wounded  men,  but  no  orders.  The  colors  of  the  Sachem  were 
down  and  a  white  flag  flying  at  the  fore. 

The  Arizona  was  extricated  from  the  position  in  which  she  was 
with  much  difficulty,  owing  to  her  partly  disabled  engine,  and  taken  to 
a  position  (to  cover  the  transports  from  two  steamers  coming  down  the 
bay)  where  she  remained  until  11  p.  m.,  when  she  was  hedged  2  miles 
into  deep  water,  her  engine  having  become  disabled. 

The  Arizona  had  not  been  fairly  afloat  since  she  passed  the  bar  on 
the  morning  of  the  8th  of  September  until  she  was  hedged  over  it  at 
midnight. 

But  two  guns  of  the  battery  of  the  Arizona  could  be  brought  to  bear 
on  the  fort,  30-pounder  Parrott  on  forecastle  and  forward  32-pounder 
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on  gun  deck.  From  these  guns  there  were  tired  during  the  engage¬ 
ment,  which  did  not  last  twenty  minutes,  35  shell  by  a  crew  that  had 
been  taken  from  a  transport  five  days  previous,  and  I  trust  I  may  be 
excused  in  doubting  the  ability  of  any  one  present  to  judge  how 
“■ineffective”  they  may  have  been. 

Having  alwa}^s  felt  conscious  that  all  was  done  with  the  Arizona  that 
under  the  circumstances  could  have  been  done,  I  would  respectfully 
court  any  investigation  the  Department  may  deem  necessary  to 
instigate. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Tibbits, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

Extract  from  the  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederick  Crocker,  commanding 
Sabine  Pass  expedition,  September  8,  1863. 

The  commander  of  the  Sachem  informed  me  that  as  soon  as  he  was 
disabled  he  anchored  to  prevent  grounding,  and  sent  a  message  to  the 
commander  of  the  Arizona  to  come  up  and  take  him  in  tow;  but 
although  the  Arizona  was,  at  one  time,  nearly  within  hail,  the  order 
was  not  obeyed  and  the  Sachem  was  thereby  lost. 

The  Arizona  slowly  followed  the  Sachem ,  keeping  up  a  slow  and 
very  ineffective  fire  until  the  Sachem  was  disabled,  and  then  made  no 
effort  to  pass  that  vessel,  but  lay  in  the  channel,  rendering  no  important 
assistance,  until  the  Clifton  and  Sachem  surrendered,  when  she  turned 
and  made  her  escape. 


Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Nestell,  U.  S.  Navy,  late  of  tile  TJ.  S.  S.  Clifton. 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama, 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  May  5,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of  the 
26th  ultimo,  requesting  an  explanation  to  an  extract  quoted  from  Act¬ 
ing  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Crocker’s  report  of  the  action  at  Sabine 
Pass,  Texas,  September  8,  1863,  and  1  hasten  to  reply. 

During  the  engagement  referred  to  I  was  at  my  post  in  the  sickbay, 
on  the  berth  deck  aft,  attended  by  my  steward,  where  1  remained  till 
within  a  very  few  minutes  of  its  termination — until  the  following  scene 
occurred:  All  the  hands  stationed  there  and  [in]  the  fire  room  came 
rushing  through  my  sick  bay  to  the  ladders  leading  to  the  main  deck, 
shouting  in  the  most  frantic  manner:  “The  boiler  has  bursted!  We 
all  will  be  scalded,  and  everybody  for  himself,”  and  I,  not  knowing  to 
the  contrary,  was  seized  with  the  irresistible  desire  to  save  my  life  as 
well.  I  was  panic-stricken — rather  rushing  into  than  from  danger — 
as  the  following  facts  will  show.  Almost  carried  by  a  now  demoralized 
crowd  toward  the  stern  of  the  vessel,  where  all  was  alike  confusion 
worse  confounded,  the  men  retreated  behind  their  guns  for  protection 
from  the  fearful  missiles  which  seemed  to  whirl  to  within  2  feet  of  our 
heads;  the  conviction  that,  should  the  enemy  depress  their  pieces,  they 
must  inevitably  destroy  us;  many  jumping  overboard,  and  the  screams 
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that  “We  had  surrendered,  and  still  the}7  are  firing  at  us,”  I  did  climb 
over  the  stern  on  the  rudder  chain.  1  had  remained  there  not  longer 
than  one  moment,  when  I  heard  some  voice  from  the  hurricane  deck 
saying:  “Take  him  to  the  doctor.”  Instantly  my  senses  returned  and 
1  returned  to  the  sick  bay,  where  I  received  the  first  wounded,  the 
executive  officer  and  men,  whom  I  discovered  at  a  glance  were  fatally 
injured — already  in  a  state  of  collapse — and  was  in  the  act  of  adminis¬ 
tering  stimuli  when  a  rebel  officer,  covered  with  gold  lace  (whom  I 
afterwards  found  to  be  a  surgeon),  sprang  beside  me  and  brutally 
ordered  me  to  “leave  things  alone,  generally;”  to  “get  out  of  that;” 
who,  on  my  remonstrance  that  I  must  attend  to  my  wounded,  beck¬ 
oned  to  one  Major  Leon  Smith,  saying:  “Major,  clear  all  those  Yanks 
out  of  this;”  then  telling  me  that  my  instruments  and  sick  things 
belonged  to  the  Confederate  Navy;  that  they  were  just  what  he  had 
been  looking  for;  that  he  played  for  them;  whereupon  I  was  hustled 
onto  the  main  deck,  where  I  found  a  guard  with  fixed  bayonets  to 
enforce  obedience.  Going  to  my  stateroom,  which  was  knocked  into 
pi,  the  rebel  surgeon  followed,  denied  me  my  clothes  and  money,  and 
demanded  the  key  to  the  dispensary,  which  I  would  not  give  him. 
Here  he  was  joined  by  Major  Smith,  who  ordered  me  to  get  on  the 
rebel  vessel,  then  moored  alongside  the  Clifton.  Going  on  board,  I 
found  Captain  Crocker  and  others,  officers  and  men,  more  fortunate 
than  myself,  with  their  trunks  and  other  luggage,  when  a  fearful  cry 
arose  that  “the  ship  was  on  fire  near  the  magazine,”  with  excited 
appeals  from  everybody  to  shove  off,  when  Captain  Crocker  suggested 
that  I  should  get  out  the  wounded.  Immediately,  with  that  intention, 
I  returned  to  the  berth-deck  gangway  of  the  Clifton ,  where  I  was 
again  ordered  back  by  Major  Smith,  this  time  furiously  drawing  his 
sword,  who  swore  at  the  guard  and  told  them  to  “shoot  any  damned 
Yankee  going  below,”  thus  forcing  me  to  Captain  Crocker’s  side,  to 
whom  I  related  the  event,  and  who  must  have  witnessed  and  heard  all 
that  transpired.  In  a  very  few  minutes,  however,  I  was  permitted, 
without  leaving  the  rebel  vessel,  to  receive  the  Clifton’s  wounded,  and 
soon  after  we,  were  conveyed  to  Beaumont. 

Altogether,  our  capture,  so  unexpected,  was  a  sore  disappointment, 
producing  a  panic  that  confounded  all;  each,  according  to  his  presence 
of  mind,  doing  the  best  he  could  under  the  circumstances.  Ordinarily, 
my  mind  and  courage  are  firm,  but  the  dreadful  alarm  arising  from 
the  belief  that  we  were  about  to  be  sacrificed  by  a  demonstration  far 
exceeding  my  experience  in  previous  and  subsequent  battles,  so  pros¬ 
trated  me  as  to  make  me  accept  of  what  1  felt  was  the  only  condition 
left  me  for  escape,  the  enemy  apparently  not  noticing  that  the  vessel 
had  surrendered.  I  am  not  conscious  of  having  intentionally  compro¬ 
mised  my  position  or  my  manhood  on  that  occasion. 

Hitherto  my  conduct  as  a  surgeon  in  both  private  and  public  life,  and 
as  a  man,  has  been  unimpeachable,  and  I  feel  confident  of  my  ability  to 
substantiate  this  statement,  which  I  do  solemnly  make  upon  honor.  I 
also  solemnly  affirm  that  the  report  made  to  Captain  Crocker  concerning 
me  is  most  grievously  and  absurdly  in  error,  as  to  the  duration  of  my 
stay  on  the  rudder;  that  the  wounded  were  uncared  for,  made,  as  I 
truly  believe,  through  malice.  Were  it  otherwise  I  would  not  lie,  or 
in  the  slightest  degree  prevaricate,  having  no  motive  for  self -justifica¬ 
tion  save  through  the  truth,  to  save  me  from  your  and  my  country’s 
severest  displeasure;  indeed,  the  profound  love  1  cherish  for  the  mem- 
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ory  of  my  mother,  for  my  wife  and  children,  has  alwaj^s  protected 
me  from  wrongdoing,  and  while  I  live  I  desire  no  better  incentive  to 
the  performance  of  a  just  and  upright  life. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  T.  Nestell, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  TJ.  S.  Navy. 


Extract  from  papers  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  containing  statement  of  Pilot  Taylor. 

Statements  in  relation  to  the  attack  on  Sabine,  September  8,  1863. 

Mr.  James  G.  Taylor,  pilot  for  the  Sabine,  was  employed  to  go  on 
board  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Clifton  as  pilot.  To  prepare  the  way  Commo¬ 
dore  Bell  sent  him  to  the  Granite  City  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  then 
coaling,  entrusting  with  him  orders  to  act.  Master  C.  W.  Lamson, 
commanding,  to  coal  and  proceed  without  delay  to  Sabine  Pass  with 
Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Clay  Smith,  another  pilot,  in  order  that  they 
might  anchor  a  blockade  vessel  off  the  bar  in  a  position  favorable  for 
the  vessels  to  cross  the  bar  by. 

About  5  p.  in.,  the  4th,  the  Granite  City  got  underway  and  went  down  to  Pilot 
Town  and  anchored;  took  on  board  a  pilot  who  said  he  could  take  her  over  the  bar 
drawing  as  she  did  7J  feet.  She  lay  there  until  6  a.  m.  next  day — made  best  of  her 
way  to  Sabine — Sunday  before  sunset  made  the  light — saw  no  blockader,  only  a  ves¬ 
sel,  only  a  bark-rigged  steamer  standing  to  the  westward.  Arriving  at  night  and  not 
seeing  the  wreck  of  Morning  Light  to  guide  us,  Granite  City  ran  to  Calcasieu  to  land 
Mr.  Smith  in  the  morning  for  information. 

10  p.  m.,  discovered  four  or  five  lights  to  the  south — fleet  outsailed  us — burned  a 
Coston  light,  399  his  number — followed  till  sunrise  when  Captain  Crocker  came  on 
board.  Arrived  Sabine  Bar  near  night  and  found  several  of  General  Franklin’s  trans¬ 
ports  to  an  anchor.  I  placed  a  signal  light  on  the  Morning  Light.  8  p.  m.,  7th: 
Captain  Crocker  arrived  with  the  rest  of  the  transports.  I  then  went  on  board  of 
the  Clifton.  5  a.  m.,  8th  September,  got  Clifton  underway  and  went  over  the  bar 
with  75  sharpshooters  to  within  three-fourths  of  a  mile  and  saw  one  fort  looking 
extensive  showing  four  guns  over  the  parapet  pointing  south.  He  shelled  them  with 
IX-inch  guns  for  two  hours  without  a  reply  and  seeing  but  a  few  people,  backed  out 
about  10  o’clock  and  signalized  transports  and  gunboats  Arizona,  Sachem,  and  Granite 
City  to  come  over.  About  1  p.  m.,  Generals  Franklin  and  Weitzel  and  Captain 
Crocker  landed  below  the  forts  in  a  bayou  three-fourths  mile  distant  and  found  it 
difficult  to  go  ashore  on  account  of  shoal  water  and  mud.  They  concluded  to  send 
the  Arizona  and  Sachem  up  the  Louisiana  Channel,  and  Clifton  followed  by  Granite 
City  up  the  Texas  Channel.  Sachem  started  ahead  followed  by  Arizona,  which 
seemed  as  if  she  were  running  onto  an  oyster  bank.  Captain  Crocker  sent  me  on 
board  to  take  her  in.  I  showed  Captain  Crocker  how  the  channel  ran.  He  ran  her 
aground  at  a  different  place  from  what  he  intended.  He  had  put  his  two  rifle  guns 
starboard  side  and  all  his  smooth  bore  on  the  port  next  the  battery. 

When  I  went  on  board  Arizona,  the  Sachem  was  a  half  mile  up  the  channel.  The 
Arizona,  I  ordered  to  go  ahead  full  speed;  she  was  going  slowly.  The  executive 
officer  spoke,  saying,  “  Keep  your  mouth  shut,  you  have  nothing  to  say,  you  said 
you  did  not  know  the  channel.”  She  then  went  ahead  pretty  good  speed.  I  then 
walked  aft  and  there  was  a  cry  that  the  Sachem  was  blown  up.  I  saw  a  cloud  of 
steam  and  men  overboard.  They  then  trained  their  guns  on  us  going  over.  Exec¬ 
utive  officer  then  requested  me  to  back  her  out,  the  channel  being  about  the  width 
of  boat.  Captain  of  sharpshooters  requested  leave  to  take  a  boat  to  pick  up  Sachem's 
men;  given  him.  I  backed  her  astern  through  narrow  channel  to  the  end  of  it,  and 
placed  her  stern  in  the  mud  on  Louisiana  shore  and  swung  her  clear  of  reef  and 
went  ahead  standing  out;  this  was  about  5  p.  m.,  until  we  came  to  the  transports 
inside  of  the  bar  lying  in  confusion;  I  ordered  her  to  back  to  keep  clear  of  them. 
The  captain  asked  if  he  could  not  go  astern  of  one  near  him  laying. across  the  chan¬ 
nel.  I  told  him  he  could  not.  I  asked  him  if  he  were  going  out  without  protecting 
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the  transports.  He  replied,  “I  must  go  out,  I  can  take  her  out.”  The  Granite  City 
was  then  halfway  out  to  the  blockade.  Clifton  surrendered  while  the  Arizona  was 
backing  out.  Both  she  and  Sachem  hoisted  white  flags.  I  got  Mr.  Smith  on  board. 
While  so  engaged  they  went  ahead  and  grounded  astern  of  the  transport  referred  to 
and  lay  there  till  midnight,  being  a  little  past  the  transport.  1  then  went  on  board 
of  General  Franklin,  who  was  lying  aground.  He  sent  a  boat  to  help  the  Arizona ;  it 
was  not  dark  at  this  time.  Two  cotton-clads  were  coming  down,  one  near  the 
Clifton ,  the  other  near  Sachem.  One  boat  could  have  captured  the  whole  fleet, 
Arizona  and  all.  I  do  not  know  the  extent  of  the  injury  to  the  Clifton;  I  saw  steam 
escaping  over  her  walking-beam  and  black  smoke  coming  out  on  deck.  The  guns 
were  fought  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  after. 

I  went  on  board  of  Granite  City.  She  did  not  go  again  into  the  river,  although  the 
captain  of  Cayuga  ordered  him  in  to  protect  the  transports. 

She  went  in  with  great  difficulty,  being  slow  and  drawing  so  much  less  water  for¬ 
ward  than  aft,  the  tide  cut  him  right  across  the  bar.  I  was  sent  out  to  pilot  him  in. 

Mr.  Taylor  may  be  found  at  Street  Commissioner’s  Office,  City 

Hall. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Albatross, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La.,  March  6 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Amos  Johnston,  who  commanded  the  U.  S.  S. 
Sacliem  at  Sabine  Pass,  from  which  it  seems  the  conduct  of  Acting 
Master  Tibbits,  at  that  time  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Arizona ,  in  not 
towing  out  the  Sachem ,  requires  investigation. 

Acting  Master  Tibbits  is  now  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Ande?'son 
at  Pensacola. 

I  also  enclose  a  list  of  killed  and  those  who  died  in  prison  belonging 
to  the  U.  S.  S.  Sachem. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Hear- Admiral,  Commanding  Western  Gidf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

New  Orleans,  March  f,  1865. 

Sir:  Having  just  arrived  from  Texas,  where  I  have  been  held  a 
prisoner  of  war  for  the  last  eighteen  months,  1  now  beg  leave  to  make 
the  following  report  to  you  of  the  part  taken  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Sachem 
(then  under  my  command)  in  the  attack  made  at  Sabine  Pass  Sep¬ 
tember  8,  1863. 

I  arrived  off  Sabine  Pass  on  the  evening  of  the  7th,  and  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  8th  was  ordered  b}r  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  Crocker, 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Clifton,  to  cross  the  bar  and  anchor  in  the  Texas 
channel  abreast  of  the  light-house.  At  noon  the  Clifton,  Arizona , 
Granite  City,  together  with  several  transports,  had  also  crossed  the 
bar,  when  ail  the  commanding  officers  of  the  above-mentioned  vessels 
met  on  board  the  transport  steamer  Suffolk,  where  an  interview  was 
held  with  General  Franklin,  commanding  army  forces  there. 

It  was  determined  that  General  Weitzel  and  Captain  Crocker  should 
land  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  a  suitable  place  where  troops  could 
be  landed.  This  having  been  done,  it  was  then  agreed  upon  to  make  a 
joint  attack  by  the  army  and  navy  at  4  o’clock  p.  m. 
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I  received  my  orders  from  Captain  Crocker  to  make  ready  to 
start  up  the  Louisiana  channel,  the  Arizona  to  follow,  to  keep  up  a 
steady  lire  on  the  fort,  but  to  pass  it  if  possible;  then  to  proceed  toward 
Sabine  City,  and  if  possible  to  capture  a  cotton-clad  and  two  river 
steamers  lying  at  the  wharf;  also  to  take  on  board  26  sharpshooters 
and  a  signal  officer,  to  send  all  my  spare  boats  longside  the  transport 
General  Banks ,  to  be  used  by  the  army  in  landing.  At  3: 30  p.  m.  the 
Clifton  made  signal  for  up  anchor,  at  the  same  time  starting  up  the 
Texas  channel.  The  Sachem  was  at  once  gotten  underway  and  started 
up  the  Louisiana  channel,  the  Arizona  following,  according  to  previous 
orders.  When  within  easy  range  of  the  battery,  opened  my  fire  upon 
it,  and  soon  a  brisk  engagement  commenced,  and  was  kept  up  until  I 
had  reached  the  upper  end  of  the  middle  shoal,  lying  between  the  two 
channels.  A  shot  from  the  battery  struck  my  steam  dome,  killing  and 
wounding  from  among  the  officers,  crew,  and  the  One  hundred  and 
sixty -first  New  York  Regiment,  acting  as  sharpshooters,  32  men. 

I  ordered  the  fire  from  the  Parrott  gun  to  be  kept  up,  but  the  officer 
in  charge  informed  me  that  nearly  the  whole  gun  crew  had  jumped 
overboard.  The  Clifton ,  who  up  to  this  time  had  kept  within  easy 
range  of  the  battery,  backing  and  going  ahead,  keeping  up  a  steady 
fire  all  the  time,  now  started  under  full  headway  up  the  channel.  I 
dropped  my  anchor  under  foot,  at  the  same  time  hailing  the  Arizona , 
who  was  but  a  short  distance  astern  of  me,  to  come  and  take  my  haw¬ 
ser,  for  the  enemy  had  now  turned  every  gun  upon  the  Clifton.  She 
at  once  stopped  her  engine  and  sent  a  boat  alongside  of  me  to  know 
what  I  wanted.  1  sent  word  back  by  the  coxswain  to  tell  Captain 
Tibbits  to  come  immediately  alongside  and  take  the  end  of  my  hawser 
and  tow  me  out.  But  on  the  returning  of  the  boat  to  the  Arizona  she 
at  once  commenced  backing  out.  It  was  now  discovered  that  the  Clif¬ 
ton  had  got  aground;  I  also  discovered  steam  escaping  from  her  boil¬ 
ers.  I  could  therefore  hope  no  longer  to  save  my  vessel,  and  for 
fear  that  after  the  enemy  having  taken  possession  of  her  would  get 
springs  on  her,  and  thereby  bring  m37  30-pounder  Parrott  gun  to  bear 
on  our  transport  steamer,  I  ordered  that  gun  to  be  spiked,  lock  and 
sight  bar  thrown  overboard,  the  magazine  flooded,  signal  book  and 
spyglass  destroyed,  all  which  orders  were  fully  carried  out.  It  was  now 
found  that  the  Clifton  had  surrendered,  the  ship’s  flag  having  hauled 
down  and  a  white  flag  was  hoisted.  I  then  hoisted  a  white  flag,  when 
the  cotton-clad  steamer  Uncle  Ben  came  alongside;  an  unconditional 
surrender  demanded,  which  was  complied  with  at  4  :55  p.  m. 

My  officers  and  men  behaved  well  during  the  light  up  to  the  time  of 
the  explosion  taking  place,  which  seemed  to  have  such  demoralizing 
effect  upon  the  greater  part  of  the  crew  that  many  of  them  deliber¬ 
ately  jumped  overboard. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  list  of  names  of  those  killed  and  died 
from  wounds  received  in  action;  also  of  those  who  have  died  in  prison 
camps  from  other  diseases. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Amos  Johnson, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  late  U  S.  S.  Sachem. 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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[Subenclosure.] 

New  Orleans,  March  4-,  1865. 

Sir:  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  killed  and  those  who  died 
from  wounds  received  during  the  action  at  Sabine  Pass  September  8, 
1863,  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Sachem : 

John  Fraser,  second  assistant  engineer;  John  Monroe,  third  assist¬ 
ant  engineer;  John  Williams,  Peter  Lee,  George  Houston,  Henry 
Brown,  Randell  Smith,  William  Robinson,  Richard  Turner,  John  Sul¬ 
livan,  Thomas  Ryan, - Glenn. 

E.  A.  Larricus,  paymaster’s  clerk,  scalded,  and  since  recovered. 
John  McDonough,  splinter  wound,  since  recovered,  but  was  reported 
by  William  E.  Bridges,  acting  master’s  mate,  as  having  been  killed 
while  a  prisoner  of  war  on  the  way  from  Shreveport,  La.,  to  Camp 
Ford,  Texas,  by  a  Confederate  officer  by  the  name  of  Harris,  of  Har¬ 
rison’s  Louisiana  Battalion,  in  the  latter  part  of  March,  1864. 

The  following  are  those  who  had  died  in  prison  camps: 

John  Imbush,  died  August  7,  1864,  at  Camp  Ford;  John  Cary,  died 
September  30,  1864,  at  Camp  Ford;  Thomas  Malman,  died  November 
5,  1864,  at  Camp  Ford;  William  Sutter,  died  November  25,  1864,  at 
Camp  Ford;  Charles  Brown,  died  April  26,  1864. 

John  Thompson  reported  to  have  died  at  Shreveport,  March  1, 1864. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  1J.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  proceedings  of  court  of  enquiry. 

No.  47.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Off  Mobile ,  March  J,  186 If,. 

Sir:  I  herewith  forward  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court 
of  enquiry  held  by  your  order  in  the  cases  of  the  Arizona  and  Gran¬ 
ite  City. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  statements  of  General  Franklin  and  the 
other  army  officers  go  to  show  a  want  of  proper  consideration  for  the 
army  transports,  particularly  on  the  part  of  the  Granite  City. 

The  evidence  does  not  appear  to  be  so  strong  against  the  Arizona , 
though  the  army  officers  testify  that  Acting  Master  Tibbits  advised 
the  transports  to  get  over  the  bar  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the  enemy’s 
field  batteries  would  be  down  on  them  in  five  minutes.  It  would 
appear  also  that  at  this  time  Acting  Master  Tibbits  was  himself  try¬ 
ing  to  cross  the  bar,  and  was  only  prevented  by  his  running  on  shore. 

I  would  suggest  that,  though  there  is  ground  for  a  court-martial, 
yet  to  hold  such  court  now  would  be  attended  with  great  inconven¬ 
ience  to  the  service;  and,  as  General  Banks  with  his  army  is  about 
moving  into  the  interior,  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
procure  the  witnesses  until  the  expedition  is  over,  but  1  shall  await 
your  decision  in  the  matter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  I Vest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  Major-General  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Colonel  Sulakowski,  C.  S,  Army,  to 

fortify  Sabine  Pass. 

Headquarters  District  of  Texas,  etc., 

Near  Millican,  \Tex.\,  September  f  1863. 
Colonel:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  direct 
you  to  have  Sabine  Pass  and  its  approaches  fortified  without  the  least 
delay,  as  it  is  expected  that  the  enemy  will  make  a  demonstration  at 
that  point  at  an  early  day. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Carrington, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Colonel  V.  Sulakowski, 

Chief  Engineer,  District  of  Texas,  etc. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Brigadier-General  Luckett,  C.  S.  Army,  regard¬ 
ing  the  dispatching  of  troops  to  Sabine  Pass. 

Beaumont,  Tex.,  September  8,  1863. 

Sir:  At  6  o’clock  this  morning  I  was  notified  by  Captain  [Richard 
V.]  Cook,  Company  D,  Griffin’s  battalion,  that  he  had  received  a  dis¬ 
patch  from  Captain  Odium,  commanding  at  Sabine  Pass,  that  nine 
Yankee  vessels  had  arrived  off  the  bar,  two  of  them  inside,  within  a 
mile  of  the  fort.  1  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  ordering  all  the 
troops  at  this  post  on  board  of  the  steamer  Roebuck ,  which  boat  will 
immediately  leave  for  the  pass.  The  troops  consist  of  65  men  from 
Cook’s  company  and  15  from  Bickley’s  company,  and  several  volun¬ 
teers.  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  Captain  Cook  did  not  let  me  know 
of  this  at  the  time  he  received  the  dispatch.  1  then  could  have  had 
the  troops  there  this  morning.  We  have  heard  heavy  firing  for  the 
last  hour.  The  firing  has  now  ceased.  Captain  [W.  S.]  Good  and 
myself  will  start  immediately  on  horseback,  as  we  can  get  there  three 
hours  ahead  of  the  steamer. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Leon  Smith. 

Commanding  Officer  Eastern  Subdistrict  of  Texas. 


Report  of  Colonel  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Marine  Department,  Texas. 

Sabine  Pass,  September  8 ,  1863. 

Sir:  After  telegraphing  the  major-general  this  morning  before 
leaving  Beaumont,  I  took  a  horse  and  proceeded  with  all  haste  to 
Sabine,  from  which  direction  I  could  distinctly  hear  a  heavy  firing. 
At  3  p.  m.  I  arrived  at  the  Sabine  Pass,  and  found  the  enemy  off  and 
inside  the  bar,  with  nineteen  gunboats  and  steamships  and  three 
sloops  of  war,  cariying,  as  well  as  I  could  judge,  about  15,000  men. 
After  learning  the  state  of  affairs,  I  proceeded  with  Captains  [F.  H.] 
Odium  and  [W.  S.]  Good  to  the  fort,  where  I  found  Lieutenants 
[R.  W.]  Dowling  and  N.  H.  Smith,  with  42  men,  defending  the  fort. 
During  the  day,  until  3p.  m.,  our  guns  were  not  opened  on  the  enemy, 
as  the  range  was  too  distant,  the  officers  coolly  holding  their  fire  until 


556 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


the  enemy  had  approached  near  enough  to  reach  them;  hut.  the  enemy 
arriving  within  good  range,  our  batteries  were  opened,  and  gallantly 
replied  to  a  galling  and  most  terrific  fire  from  the  enemy.  As  I 
entered  the  fort  the  gunboats  Clifton ,  Arizona ,  Sachem,  and  Granite 
City ,  and  several  others  came  boldly  up  to  within  1,000  yards,  and 
opened  their  batteries,  which  were  gallantly  and  effectively  replied  to 
by  the  Davis  Guards,  commanded  by  Captain  Odium  and  Lieutenant 
Dowling.  For  one  hour  and  a  half  a  most  terrific  bombardment  of 
grape,  canister,  and  shell  was  directed  upon  our  devoted,  heroic 
little  band  within  the  fort.  The  shot  struck  in  every  direction,  but, 
thanks  be  to  God,  not  one  of  that  noble  Davis  Guard  was  hurt. 

Too  much  credit  can  not  be  rendered  Captain  Odium  and  his  gallant 
lieutenant  (Dowling),  who  displayed  the  utmost  heroism  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  duty  assigned  him — the  defense  of  the  fort. 

The  Davis  Guards,  one  and  all,  God  bless  them.  The  honor  of  the 
country  was  in  their  hands,  and  they  nobly  sustained  it.  Every  man 
stood  at  his  post,  notwithstanding  the  murderous  fire  that  was  poured 
upon  us  from  every  direction. 

In  consequence  of  the  small  number  of  officers,  Lieutenant  N.  H. 
Smith,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  was  placed  in  command  of  two  32- 
pounders  and  displayed  the  utmost  gallantry  and  ability  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  that  duty. 

I  would  also  mention  the  conduct  of  Captain  [R.  V.]  Cook  and  30 
men  of  Company  D,  Griffin’s  battalion;  Lieutenant  [Joseph  M.]  Chas¬ 
ten,  of  Company  F,  and  his  men  (Griffin’s  battalion),  both  of  whom 
rushed  immediately  to  the  scene  of  danger,  to  participate  in  this  gal¬ 
lant  affair. 

Lieutenant  [Joseph  O.]  Cassidy  and  men,  of  Company  B,  [A.  W.] 
Spaight’s  battalion,  also  behaved  like  soldiers  of  Texas — gallantly  and 
nobly — their  position  being  on  board  the  steam  gunboat  Uncle  Ben , 
which  boat  ran  down  to  the  Sachem  and  brought  her  into  port. 

I  would  also  recommend  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant  [N.  H.] 
Smith,  of  Company  B,  Spaight’s  battalion;  also  Lieutenant  [Charles] 
Harris,  of  Captain  [Andrew]  Daly’s  company,  his  command  acting  as 
scouts  and  couriers. 

I  would  also  mention  the  energy  displayed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
[L.  A.]  Abercrombie,  of  [H.  M.  ]  Elmore’s  regiment,  stationed  at 
Orange  and  Niblett’s  Bluff,  in  conjunction  with  Captain  L.  C.  Irwin, 
of  the  Marine  Department;  Captain  John  Payne,  commanding  gunboats 
on  Sabine  River;  Captain  G.  Hall,  commanding  gunboat  Uncle  Ben , 
in  hastening  forward  reinforcements  from  Orange  and  Niblett’s  Bluff 
and  coming  themselves  to  participate  in  the  defense  of  this  post;  also 
to  Captain  John  Price,  of  the  steamer  Florilda ,  and  his  officers,  who 
assisted  in  placing  the  reinforcements  at  disposal  in  time  to  effectually 
intimidate  the  enemy  from  further  attack. 

The  result  of  this  battle,  which  lasted  from  3:30  till  5  p.  m.,  is  the 
capturing  of  the  Steamer  Clifton ,  carrying  8  guns,  and  the  gunboat 
Sachem ,  carrying  5  guns;  our  prisoners  numbering  nearly  400,  and 
the  driving  off  outside  the  bar  most  of  the  enemy’s  fleet  in  a  crippled 
condition,  comprising  20  sail  in  all. 

To-night  we  expect  an  attack,  and  we  have  distributed  our  little 
band  in  various  quarters  ready  for  the  onset.  I  have  the  gunboat 
Sachem  alongside  the  wharf  and  am  taking  off  her  guns.  I  shall  go 
to  the  Clifton  in  half  an  hour,  and  as  she  is  hard  aground,  I  will 
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endeavor  to  save  her  guns,  and  will,  at  high  tide  in  the  morning,  try 
and  get  her  into  the  dock. 

Killed  and  wounded  of  the  42  men,  praises  be  to  God,  none  on  out¬ 
side. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Leon  Smith, 

Commanding  Marine  Department ,  Texas. 

Captain  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Reports  of  Captain  F.  H.  Odium,  Cook’s  (Texas)  artillery. 

Headquarters, 

Sabine  Pass ,  September  8 — 7:30  a.  rn. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  opened  fire  this 
morning  at  6:30  o’clock  from  one  of  their  steamers,  and  withdrew  at 
7:30  o’clock,  after  firing  26  shell.  One  shot  struck  the  parapet, 
but  did  no  material  damage.  One  shell  struck  within  the  works, 
but  no  one  hurt.  The  shell  is  believed  to  be  an  Xl-inch  shell.  Their 
shots  are  all  good,  but  doing  no  damage.  I  issued  orders  to  Lieuten¬ 
ant  [R.  W.]  Dowling,  commanding  Fort  Griffin,  to  reserve  his  fire  until 
the  steamers  were  within  range,  and  then  to  aim  at  their  wheelhouses, 
so  as  to  cripple  them,  which  I  believe  will  answer  very  well.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Dowling  is  carrying  out  my  orders  strictly.  The  gunboat  Uncle 
Ben  will  act  according  to  circumstances.  I  have  only  three  companies 
to  keep  the  enemy  at  bay.  I  am  under  the  impression  they  will  try 
to  take  us  by  sea  and  land.  There  are  six  steamers  within  the  bar, 
apparently  holding  a  consultation.  If  possible  I  hope  the  command¬ 
ing  general  will  send  troops  here  at  once.  I  am  determined  to  hold 
the  pass,  if  possible.  There  are  21  vessels  outside  the  bar. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

F.  H.  Odlum, 

Captain ,  CooTds  Artillery ,  Commanding  Sabine  Pass. 

Captain  A.  N.  Mills, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  September  9,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  8th  instant  our  fight 
commenced  just  below  the  old  fort  at  6 :30  a.  m.  by  the  enemy’s  steamer 
Clifton  opening  fire  upon  us,  giving  us  about  twenty-six  shot  and 
she'll,  all  within  range  and  most  of  them  falling  close  to  the  fort,  one 
shell  exploding  within  the  fort  and  one  striking  the  parapet  on  the 
south  angle  without  doing  material  damage.  They  withdrew  at  7:30 
a.  m.  without  receiving  any  reply  from  us. 

At  11  o’clock  ordered  the  gunboat  Uncle  Ben  to  steam  down  near 
the  fort  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  feint  and  showing  the  enemy  she 
was  all  right.  They  honored  her  with  three  shots, which  all  passed  over 
and  clear  of  us,  after  which  all  remained  quiet  until  about  3  p.  m.,  when 
eight  of  the  enemy’s  boats  commenced  moving  up  the  Pass,  four  or  five 
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of  the  foremost  firing  constantly  on  the  fort  with  shot  and  shell,  grape 
and  canister,  hailing  them  in  and  all  around  the  fort.  We  retained  our 
fire  at  the  fort  until  the  first  three  of  them  got  within  close  and  easy 
range,  when  we  opened  on  them  fast  and  heavy  and  waked  them  up 
with  astonishment,  as  they  afterward  said,  for  they  had  taken  our 
guns  for  wooden  imitations  from  our  holding  fire  so  long.  About  the 
fifth  shot  took  good  effect  in  the  boiler  of  the  Sachem ,  the  foremost  of 
the  fleet,  blowing  her  up  and  silencing  her.  Next,  and  very  soon 
after,  the  Clifton  was  served  in  the  same  way,  and  also  silenced,  and 
in  the  meantime  the  third  was  being  badly  peppered  and  crippled  and 
began  falling  back,  when  the  balance  of  the  ascending  fleet  took  warn¬ 
ing  and  fright  and  all  got  back  to  the  bar.  The  first  two,  hoisting  a 
white  flag,  surrendered  unconditionally. 

We  captured  two  steamers,  carrying  thirteen  guns,  of  which  the 
Sachem  had  five — one  a  30-pounder  rifled  Parrot,  an  excellent  gun,  in 
fine  order,  and  four  32-pounders.  The  Sachem  is  a  propeller. 

The  Clifton ,  a  regular  steamship,  carried  eight  guns,  of  which  two 
are  rifled  32-pounder  Parrotts,  two  IX-inch  Dahlgrens,  and  four  32- 
pounder  smoothbores,  all  in  good  order.  Besides  these  we  captured 
a  quantity  of  small  arms  of  different  kinds,  together  with  a  large  lot 
of  ammunition  and  naval  stores  of  various  descriptions,  and  also  a  good 
store  of  provisions  and  medicines. 

Neither  of  the  vessels  are  materially  damaged,  and  can  be  easily 
repaired,  and  each  is  worth  over  $500,000  apiece.  W e  have  them  both 
safe  and  anchored  at  the  Pass.  The  crews  on  both  vessels  number 
about  180,  of  whom  about  18  were  killed,  several  wounded,  and  the 
balance  prisoners. 

Our  loss  was,  strictly  and  positively,  nobody  hurt.  Not  a  single 
man  received  even  a  scratch,  and  the  fort  but  very  slightly  injured, 
and  the  contents  entirely  uninjured. 

On  the  whole,  it  is  a  glorious  and  honorable  little  affair,  considering 
the  very  small  handful  of  men  then  at  the  post  and  the  powerful  and 
formidable  appearance  of  the  enemy.  The  men  are  in  high  spirits  and 
elated  with  the  result,  and  eager  for  another  attack.  It  does  really 
seem  that  Providence  has  kindly  favored  us  in  this  affair. 

I  don’t  think  it  amiss  here  to  add  that  the  glory  and  honor,  with  the 
sanction  of  God,  in  this  little  victory  is  ascribed  not  only  by  me,  but 
by  all  that  witnessed  it,  entirely  and  exclusively  to  the  Davis  Guards, 
in  command  of  First  Lieutenant  R.  W.  Dowling,  commanding  the 
battery,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  [N.  Id.]  Smith,  of  the  engineering 
department,  who  volunteered  his  services  for  the  occasion,  the  com¬ 
pany  being  short  of  commissioned  officers.  They  all  acted  nobly  and 
bravely  and  acquitted  themselves  with  honor. 

Captains  [R.  V.]  Cook’s  and  [Charles]  Bickley’s  companies,  of  Grif¬ 
fin’s  battalion,  arrived  just  in  time  to  assist  in  bringing  in  the  vessels 
and  prisoners.  The  three  companies  of  Elmore’s  regiment,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  [L.  A.]  Abercrombie,  unfortunately  did 
not  arrive  in  time  to  participate  in  the  engagement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  Odlum, 

Captain,  Cook's  Artillery ,  Commanding  Sabine  Pass . 

Captain  A.  N.  Mills, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Dowling,  Cook’s  (Texas)  Artillery. 

Fort  Griffin, 

Sabine  Pass ,  September  9 ,  1863. 

Captain  :  On  Monday  morning,  about  2  o’clock,  the  sentinel  informed 
me  the  enemy  were  signaling,  and,  fearing  an  attack,  I  ordered  all  the 
guns  at  the  fort  manned  and  remained  in  that  position  until  daylight, 
at  which  time  there  were  two  steamers  evidently  sounding  for  the 
channel  on  the  bar;  a  large  frigate  outside.  They  remained  all  day  at 
work,  but  during  the  evening  were  reinforced  to  the  number  of 
twenty-two  vessels  of  different  classes. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Clifton  anchored  oppo¬ 
site  the  light-house,  and  fired  twenty-six  shell  at  the  fort,  most  of  which 
passed  a  little  over  or  fell  short;  all,  however,  in  excellent  range,  one 
shell  being  landed  on  the  works  and  another  striking  the  south  angle 
of  the  fort,  without  doing  any  material  damage.  The  firing  com¬ 
menced  at  6:30  o’clock  and  finished  at  7:30  o’clock  by  the  gunboat 
hauling  off.  During  this  time  we  had  not  replied  by  a  single  shot. 
All  was  then  quiet  until  11  o’clock,  at  which  time  the  gunboat  Uncle 
Ben  steamed  down  near  the  fort.  The  U.  S.  gunboat  Sachem,  opened 
on  her  with  a  30-pounder  Parrott  gun.  She  fired  three  shots,  but 
without  effect,  the  shots  all  passing  over  the  forts  and  missing  the 
Ben.  The  whole  fleet  then  drew  off,  and  remained  out  of  range  until 
3:40  o’clock,  when  the  Sachem  and  Arizona  steamed  into  line  up  the 
Louisiana  channel,  the  Clifton  and  one  boat,  name  unknown,  remaining 
at  the  junction  of  the  two  channels.  I  allowed  the  two  former  boats 
to  approach  within  1,200  yards,  when  I  opened  fire  with  the  whole  of 
my  battery  on  the  foremost  boat  (the  Sachem ),  which,  after  the  third 
or  fourth  round,  hoisted  the  white  flag,  one  of  the  shots  passing  through 
her  steam  drum.  The  Clifton ,  in  the  meantime,  had  attempted  to  pass 
up  through  the  Texas  channel,  but,  receiving  a  shot  which  carried  away 
her  tiller  rope,  she  became  unmanageable,  and  grounded  about  500 
yards  below  the  fort,  which  enabled  me  to  concentrate  all  my  guns  on 
her,  which  were  six  in  number — two  32-pounder  smoothbores,  two  24- 
pounder  smootbores,  two  32-pounder  howitzers.  She  withstood  our 
fire  some  twenty-five  or  thirty-five  minutes,  when  she  also  hoisted  a 
white  flag.  During  the  time  she  was  aground  she  used  grape,  and  her 
sharpshooters  poured  an  incessant  shower  of  Minie  balls  into  the 
works.  The  fight  lasted  from  the  time  I  fired  the  first  gun  until  the 
boats  surrendered;  that  was  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  I  im¬ 
mediately  boarded  the  captured  Clifton ,  and  proceeded  to  inspect  her 
magazines,  accompanied  by  one  of  the  ship’s  officers,  and  discovered  it 
safe  and  well  stocked  with  ordnance  stores.  I  did  not  visit  the  maga¬ 
zine  of  the  Sachem ,  in  consequence  of  not  having  any  small  boats  to 
board  her  with.  The  C.  S.  gunboat  Uncle  Ben  steamed  down  to  the 
Sachem  and  towed  her  into  the  wharf.  Her  magazine  was  destroyed 
by  the  enemy  flooding  it. 

During  the  engagement  I  was  nobly  and  gallantly  assisted  by  Lieu¬ 
tenant  N.  H.  Smith,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  who,  by  his  coolness  and 
bravery,  won  the  respect  and  admiration  of  the  whole  command.  This 
officer  deserves  well  of  his  country. 

To  Assistant  Surgeon  George  id.  Bailey  I  am  under  many  obliga¬ 
tions,  who,  having  nothing  to  do  in  his  own  line,  nobly  pulled  off  his 
coat  and  assisted  in  administering  Magruder  pills  to  the  enemy,  and 
behaved  with  great  coolness. 
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During  the  engagement  the  works  were  visited  by  Captain  F.  H. 
Odium,  commanding  post;  Major  [Colonel]  Leon  Smith,  commanding 
Marine  Department  of  Texas. 

Captain  W.  S.  Good,  ordnance  officer,  and  Dr.  Murray,  acting  assist¬ 
ant  surgeon,  behaved  with  great  coolness  and  gallantry,  and  by  them  1 
was  enabled  to  send  for  reinforcements,  as  the  men  were  becoming 
exhausted  by  the  rapidity  of  our  tire,  but  before  they  could  accomplish 
their  mission  the  enemy  surrendered. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  we  captured  with  47  men  two  gunboats,  mount¬ 
ing  thirteen  guns  of  the  heaviest  caliber,  and  about  350  prisoners. 
Ail  my  men  behaved  like  heroes;  not  a  man  flinched  from  his  post. 
Our  motto  was  “Victory  or  death.” 

I  beg  leave  to  make  particular  mention  of  Private  Michael  McKer- 
nan,  who,  from  his  well-known  capacity  as  gunner,  I  assigned  as  gun¬ 
ner  to  one  of  the  guns,  and  nobl}'  did  he  do  his  duty.  It  was  his  shot 
struck  the  Sachem  in  her  steam  drum. 

Too  much  praise  can  not  be  awarded  to  Major  [Colonel]  Leon  Smith 
for  his  activity  and  energy  in  saving  and  bringing  the  vessels  into 
port. 

I  have  the  honor,  captain,  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  Dowling, 

First  Lieut.,  Comdg.  (Jo.  7%  CooUs  Art.,  Fort  Griffin,  Sabine  Pass. 

Captain  F.  H.  Odlum, 

Commanding  Post. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Brigadier-General  Luckett,  C.  S.  Army, 
giving  information  from  confidential  instructions  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Beaumont,  Tex.,  September  IQ,  1863. 

I  have  received  the  confidential  instructions  of  Commodore  Bell  to 
the  commander  of  the  gunboats,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  land¬ 
ing  of  the  enemy  (about  15,000  strong)  depends  upon  the  success  of 
three  light-draft  gunboats,  all  that  could  be  spared  from  New  Orleans. 
One  of  these  being  crippled  and  two  taken,  my  opinion  is  that  he  has 
retired  to  New  Orleans  to  refit.  Planters  ought  to  move  their  negroes 
and  mules  from  the  coast. 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Brigadier- General  Luckett, 

Houston,  TeXi 


Reports  of  Major-General  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  Texas,  New 

Mexico,  and  Arizona. 

Beaumont,  [Tex.],  September  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  a  second  brilliant  victory  over 
the  enemy’s  fleet,  gained  at  Sabine  Pass  on  the  evening  of  the  8th 
instant,  resulting  in  the  capture  of  two  tine  gunboats,  the  Clifton  and 
the  Sachem ,  with  a  full  supply  of  ordnance  stores,  eighteen  heavv 
guns,  200  prisoners,  among  them  Commander  Frederick  Crocker,  com¬ 
manding  the  expedition,  the  loss  of  the  enemy  being  over  50  killed  and 
wounded,  while  on  our  side  not  a  man  was  hurt. 
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This  gallant  achievement  was  won  by  the  little  garrison  at  Fort 
Grigsby  [Griffin?]  (44  men),  commanded  by  Lieutenant  R.  W.  Dowl¬ 
ing,  supported  by  a  small  force,  the  whole  under  command  of  Captain 
F.  H.  Odium.  Though  attacked  by  live  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats,  the 
little  fort,  mounting  but  three  guns  of  small  caliber,  maintained  its 
lire  until  the  two  gunboats  mentioned  were  forced  to  surrender,  while 
the  other  lied  over  the  bar  (one  of  them  being  badly  crippled)  to  join 
the  discomfited  fleet  of  twenty-two  more  vessels  which  witnessed  the 
contest.  ' 

ihis  victory,  even  in  the  face  of  a  formidable  expedition  which  still 
threatens  the  coast,  is  announced  with  the  more  satisfaction  from  the 
fact  that  the  two  vessels  captured  were  among  those  which  disgrace¬ 
fully  fled  under  a  flag  of  truce  from  the  scene  of  triumph  of  Texan 
valor  at  Galveston  in  January  last. 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Major-  General ,  Comdg.  Dist.  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona. 

Brigadier-General  [W.]  R.  Boggs, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  District  of  Texas,  etc., 

Beaumont,  Tex.,  September  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  enemy  has  withdrawn  and 
disappeared  from  Sabine  Pass. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  expedition,  estimated  at  15,000  men,  com¬ 
manded,  as  it  is  represented  by  the  Federal  prisoners,  by  Major-Gen¬ 
eral  Franklin  in  person,  has  gone  up  the  Calcasieu.  *  *  * 

The  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  Pass  was  defended  by  only  40  men. 
Lieutenant  Dowling,  of  Cook’s  regiment  of  artillery,  commanded  the 
fort,  and  Captain  Odium,  of  the  same  company,  commanded  the  post. 
This  small  force,  in  the  presence  of  a  fleet  of  15,000  of  the  enemy, 
drove  off  1  gunboat,  captured  2  others,  13  pieces  of  cannon,  and  340 
prisoners,  who  are  now  here. 

This  seems  to  me  to  be  the  most  extraordinary  feat  of  the  war,  and 
I  beg  that  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  will  notice  the  conduct 
of  Captain  Odium,  Lieutenant  Dowling,  commanding,  and  men  of  the 
Davis  Guards. 

Commodore  Leon  Smith  and  Captain  W.  S.  Good,  of  the  ordnance 
department,  arrived  at  the  fort  during  the  engagement,  passing  through 
the  enemy’s  fire  to  reach  it.  Both  deserve  great  credit  for  their  gal¬ 
lantry. 

Commodore  Leon  Smith,  seizing  the  flag,  stood  with  it  upon  the 
ramparts  and  stimulated  the  men  by  his  example  and  words. 

I  can  not  too  highly  commend  this  sensible,  heroic,  and  useful  offi¬ 
cer  to  the  commander  in  chief,  nor  speak  too  highly  of  the  services  of 
Captain  Good,  who  not  only  manufactures  projectiles  and  ammunition 
of  all  kinds,  but  also  is  casting  excellent  brass  cannon.  This  district 
could  do  little  or  nothing  without  him. 

-*  *  -x-  -x-  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Major -  General,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  W.  R.  Boggs, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
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Hdqrs.  District  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona, 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex. ,  September  37,  1863. 

General:  A  fleet  of  twenty-two  steam  transports,  largest  size,  with 
five  war  steamers,  attempted  to  pass  into  this  river  on  the  8th  instant. 
The  number  of  troops  is  estimated  by  the  coolest  men  and  stated  by 
prisoners  to  be  15,000  picked  men,  mostly  of  Grant’s  army.  The 
transports  could  not  pass  unless  the  war  steamers  reduced  our  fort  of 
six  32-pounder  guns. 

Lieutenant  [R.  W.]  Dowling,  in  immediate  command  of  the  fort, 
directed  his  men  not  to  return  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  as  our  guns  were 
of  short  range. 

The  enemy  at  length  approached  with  his  war  steamers,  four  in  num¬ 
ber,  backed  by  the  whole  fleet  of  transports,  to  a  point  well  within  our 
range,  when  Lieutenant  Dowling,  of  the  Davis  Guards,  opened  upon 
the  advanced  ships  of  war,  and  in  some  thirty -five  minutes  two  sur¬ 
rendered,  with  over  300  prisoners,  and  another  left  in  a  crippled  con¬ 
dition.  The  fleet  then  backed  out  and  sailed  east. 

******  * 

I  arrived  the  day  after  at  Beaumont,  a  strategic  point,  with  a  portion 
of  the  troops  from  the  interior  and  have  since  concentrated  2,500  men 
here  and  greatly  strengthened  the  works  at  this  place.  I  expect  their 
return  soon  with  ironclads,  and  hope  to  be  prepared  to  meet  them  suc¬ 
cessfully.  Had  they  got  in  they  would  have  proceeded  at  once  to  Nib- 
lett’s  Bluff,  cut  us  off  from  Major-General  Taylor,  and  probably 
advanced  on  Houston.  Now  it  will  be  more  difficult.  The  prisoners 
all  stated  that  they  were  bound  for  Houston  and  will  jTet  get  there.  I 
trust,  however,  my  dispositions  of  the  available  forces  under  my  com¬ 
mand  will  thwart  them,  although  very  small  in  number. 

I  am,  general,  ver}r  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector-  General,  Richmond,  Va. 


Thanks  of  the  Confederate  Congress  to  Captain  Odium,  Lieutenant  Dowling,  and  the  men 

under  their  command. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  eminently  due,  and  are 
hereby  cordially  given,  to  Captain  Odium,  Lieutenant  Richard  W. 
Dowling,  and  the. 41  men  composing  the  Davis  Guards,  under  their 
command,  for  their  daring,  gallant,  and  successful  defense  of  Sabine 
Pass,  Tex.,  against  the  attack  made  by  the  enemy  on  the  8th  of 
September  last,  with  a  fleet  of  five  gunboats  and  twenty-two  ti'ansports, 
carrying  a  land  force  of  15,000  men. 

Resolved,  That  this  defense,  resulting,  under  the  Providence  of  God, 
in  the  defeat  of  the  enemy,  the  capture  of  two  gunboats,  with  more 
than  300  prisoners,  including  the  commander  of  the  fleet;  the  crippling 
of  a  third  gunboat,  the  dispersion  of  the  transports,  and  preventing 
the  invasion  of  Texas,  constitutes,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  and  heroic  achievements  in  the  history  of  this  war, 
and  entitles  the  Davis  Guards  to  the  gratitude  and  admiration  of  their 
country. 
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Resolved ,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate  the  fore¬ 
going'  resolutions  to  Captain  Odium,  Lieutenant  Dowling,  and  the  men 
under  their  command. 

Approved,  February  8,  1864. 


Report  of  Commander  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  statement 
of  the  commanding  officer  of  II.  1.  M.  S.  Milan. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

New  Orleans ,  September  8 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  to  you  that,  while  at  Rio  Grande,  1 
requested  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill,  commanding  the  U.  S. 
bark  Anderson ,  to  visit  the  commander  of  the  French  steam  brig  of 
war  Milan ,  then  lying  in  Mexican  waters.  He  did  so,  and  the  visit 
was  returned  on  the  23d  ultimo.  In  the  course  of  the  conversation  the 
commander  of  the  Milan  remarked  that  this  trade  would  soon  be 
broken  up,  as  the  French  would  take  possession  of  the  entire  coast  up 
to  the  Rio  Grande. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander. 

Commodore  Henry  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  17.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Macomb ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Genesee,  for  vigilant  lookout  for  sloop  fitted  out 
at  Mobile. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  September  8,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  please  direct  that  a  special  lookout  be  kept  for  small 
vessels  navigating  the  [Mississippi]  Sound  day  and  night.  I  enclose 
herewith  an  extract  from  a  communication  made  me  by  the  provost- 
marshal,  which’ explains  the  character  of  one  or  more  of  "the  small  craft 
which  may  be  plying  those  waters.  They  are  dangerous  from  the 
number  of  men  whom  they  keep  concealed.  Extract  :“A  piratical  sloop 
has  been  fitted  out  at  or  near  Mobile,  commanded  by  one  Captain 
Cavanagh;  she  has  sails  and  sweeps  and  carries  30  men  armed  with 
cutlasses  and  muskets.  All  but  four  or  five  men  are  usually  concealed. 
She  is  intended  to  seize  schooners  and  transports.  Three  days  ago  she 
was  at  Biloxi  and  offered  to  bring  certain  persons  to  Bay  St.  Louis.” 

I  incline  to  think  there  is  something  in  this,  as  Mr.  Eddy,  who  is 
collecting  timber  on  Horn  Island,  spoke  about  such  a  craft.  If  she 
cruises  there  with  impunity,  we  shall  hear  of  her  next  off  the  Passes. 
Have  her  searched  for. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


Captain  W.  H.  Macomb, 

U.  S.  S.  Genesee ,  Ship  Island. 


H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Goldsborough ,  U .  S. 

Navy,  regarding  vessels  for  service  on  the  Mobile  blockade. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  September  8,  1863. 

Sir:  I  send  you  the  steamer  Gertrude,  Acting  Master  W.  K.  Cressy, 
for  offshore  cruising,  and  hope  you  will  keep  her  steadily  to  the  south¬ 
ward  and  eastward  about  80  miles. 

The  Albatross  will  be  ready  this  week  and  will  join  you  then.  She 
is  very  fast.  She  has  no  mainmast;  one  is  being  made  for  her  at  Pen¬ 
sacola,  but  don’t  think  of  exposing  her  to  the  fever  there;  keep  her 
with  you  or  cruising,  as  you  deem  best. 

When  you  consider  all  safe  from  attacks  at  Ship  Island,  and  you 
should  want  force  outside,  take  the  Genesee,  which  was  sent  into  the 
[Mississippi]  Sound  on  temporary  service,  the  general  apprehending 
an  attack  there. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Colorado,  Commanding  Blockade  off  Mobile. 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Cate,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Arkansas,  at  New 
York. 

Navy  Department,  September  9,  1863. 


Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Arkansas  has  her  ordnance  stores  on 
board  and  is  otherwise  ready  for  sea,  proceed  with  her  to  New  Orleans 
and  report  to  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell  for  duty  as  a  supply,  dispatch, 
and  transport  vessel  for  the  W estern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Actg.  Yol.  Lieut.  David  Cate,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Arkansas,  New  York. 


Order  of  Captain  Gillis ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Mullany,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Bienville,  to  proceed  to  duty  on  comple¬ 
tion  of  repairs. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex. ,  September  10, 1863. 
Sir:  When  the  boilers  of  the  Bienville  are  repaired  you  will  please 
proceed  to  execute  the  orders  received  from  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 
and  en  route  say  to  Commander  Rolando,  cruising  off  the  Rio  Grande, 
that  I  wish  him  to  bring  the  Seminole  to  this  anchorage,  looking  in  at 
San  Luis  Pass  as  he  comes  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Galveston ,  Tex. 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Bienville,  off  Galveston ,  Tex. 
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September  14,  1863. 

P-  S. — Please  say  to  the  officer  commanding  the  different  vessels  you 
fall  in  with  belonging  to  this  division  that  their  men  are  not  to  go  on 
board  supply  vessels.  The  officer  of  the  boat  can  have  passed  out  such 
things  as  are  needed,  fresh  beef  included,  there  being  danger  from 
contagious  diseases  at  this  season. 

The  Seminole  will  proceed  without  delay  to  anchorage  off  Sabine 
Pass,  and  on  her  arrival  there  Commander  Rolando  will  dispatch  the 
supply  steamer  Circassian  to  the  anchorage  off  Galveston. 

>  It  is  doubtful  whether,  under  the  present  condition  of  affairs,  you 
should  go  to  Tampico,  and  unless  you  learn  of  greater  necessity  of 
which  you  may  hear  en  route,  would  recommend  you  to  return  here. 

Very  resDectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer, 

2d  Div.  W.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  off  Galveston ,  Tex. 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

.  II.  S.  S.  Bienville. 

Note. — Upon  reading  the  above  orders  I  asked  Captain  Gillis  what 
construction  I  should  put  upon  the  paragraph  which  advises  my  return 
off  Galveston  without  visiting  Tampico,  and  was  informed  that  it  was 
to  be  considered  as  an  order. 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany. 


Report  of  Commander  Mullany ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Bienville ,  regarding  the  execution  of  order  to  proceed  to  Sabine 

Pass. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex. ,  September  10,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  9th  instant,  I  proceeded  to 
Sabine  Pass  with  this  ship  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  naval  vessels 
and  transports  which  were  supposed  to  be  on  shore  on  the  bar. 

On  my  arrival,  learning  that  the  army  transports  having  General 
Franklin’s  command  on  board  had  sailed  for  the  South  West  Pass  and 
that  the  naval  vessels  were  all  afloat,  I  deemed  my  presence  unneces¬ 
sary.  I  therefore  dispatched  the  Owasco  to  New  Orleans  and  returned 
to  this  station  with  the  Bienville. 

Agreeably  to  your  directions,  Lieutenant-Commander  Dana  will 
detain  the  Arizona  and  Granite  City  to  aid  him  in  keeping  up  the 
blockade  until  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander. 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

Senior  Officer,  Commanding  off  Coast  of  Texas. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Franklin,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  transfer  of  command. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  September  10,  1863. 

Sir:  Commander  Sartori  having  been  ordered  to  the  command  of 
the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Oneida,  you  will  please  turn  over  the  command 
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of  that  vessel  to  him  and  proceed  to  New  Orleans  by  the  first  public 
conveyance  and  assume  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Portsmouth. 

1  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  1  Vest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Samuel  R.  Franklin, 

U.  S.  S.  Oneida. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Sartori ,  L.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela ,  regarding  transfer  of 
command. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  10,  1863. 
Sir:  Captaiu  James  H.  Strong  having  been  appointed  by  the  Navy 
Department  to  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Monongahela , 
you  will  turn  over  the  command  of  that  vessel  to  him  and  assume  the 
command  of  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Oneida. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 


Captain  Lewis  C.  Sartori, 

U.  S.  S.  Monongahela. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy, 
to  furnish  inf ormation  regarding  the  captured  U.  S.  steamers  Clifton 
and  Sachem. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Of  New  Orleans ,  September  11,  1863. 
Dear  Captain:  The  Circassian  will  leave  for  your  coast  about 
8  a.  m.  I  hope  you  will  help  yourselves  bountifully  to  potatoes  and 
fresh  beef  without  being  restricted. 

Be  good  enough  to  instruct  the  Kittatinny  and  Bohio  not  to  cruise 
too  close  to  the  coast,  unless  they  have  good  breezes,  for  fear  of  the 
rebels  sending  out  steamers  to  attack  them,  which  they  are  likely  to 
do,  encouraged  by  their  late  great  success  at  Sabine  and  former 
successes. 

General  Banks  sept  me  a  note  last  night  informing  me  of  the  capture 
of  the  Clifton  and  Sachem  simply.  1  don’t  know  whether  they  are 
available  to  the  enemy  or  whether  they  are  firmly  aground  or  wrecks. 
He  said  nothing  about  the  expedition.  In  fine,  I  am  wholly  in  the 
dark.  1  shall  see  him  after  breakfast,  but  then  the  Circassian  will  be 
gone. 

Please  send  me  such  information  as  you  possess  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  Clifton  and  Sachem.  If  they  are  available,  I  must  send  a 
stronger  force  to  Sabine.  I  am  aware  that  }rou  can  spare  nothing  from 
Galveston.  Feeling  secure  of  victory  at  Sabine,  I  meant  to  have 
sti’engthened  you  from  that  quarter. 

If  the  Clifton  can  come  out,  send  to  the  Rio  Grande  for  Commander 
Rolando  to  go  immediately  in  the  Seminole  to  Sabine  Pass  on  blockade. 
The  Circassian  will  take  your  order.  If  you  are  in  doubt  as  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  Clifton,  order  up  the  Seminole.  The  yellow  fever  is 
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in  the  Colorado ,  but  is  being  subdued,  I  believe.  God  grant  us  this 
mercy.  No  other  vessel  is  infected.  Please  be  careful  how  you 
receive  persons  on  board  from  prize  vessels  or  shore. 

I  am,  yours,  very  truly, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Commanding . 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

IJ.  S.  S.  Ossipee ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  of  Coast  of  Texas. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Townsend , 
U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Essex ,  regarding  supplies  for  that 

vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  September  1  1,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  note  of  the  8th  instant  was  handed  to  me  this  morn¬ 
ing  by  Acting  Master  Parker,  and  your  requisitions  signed.  I  must 
necessarily  trust  to  your  judgment  as  to  the  necessities  of  the  Essex  or 
of  any  other  vessels  belonging  to  the  fleet  of  Admiral  Porter  request¬ 
ing  supplies  from  this  quarter.  Articles  of  every  kind  are  extraordi¬ 
narily  scarce  and  expensive. 

I  am  happy  to  learn  of  any  improvements  on  the  Essex ,  even  though 
they  be  not  on  her  speed. 

It  is  probable  that  she  and  the  other  ironclads  on  the  up  river  will  be 
required  below,  as  there  appears  to  be  no  immediate  demand  for  them 
in  the  fresh- water  streams. 

Please  accept  my  cordial  thanks  for  the  kind  expressions  contained 
in  your  several  notes,  which  I  am  sorry  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
to  answer  before. 

I  am,  most  respectfully  and  sincerely,  yours, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Commander  Robert  Townsend, 

U.  8.  Ironclad  Steamer  Essex ,  off  Donaldsonville,  La. 


Seizure  of  the  British  steamer  Sir  William  Peel ,  September  11,  1863. 

Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  17,  1863. 

Sir:  The  British  merchant  steamer  Sir  William,  Peel  has  been  seized 
with  1,000  bales  of  cotton  on  board,  off  the  Rio  Grande,  by  Com¬ 
mander  Rolando,  of  the  Seminole ,  and  sent  into  this  port.  She  is  in 
quarantine  leaking  badly. 

Commander  Woolsey,  who  was  off  the  Rio  Grande  in  the  Princess 
Royal,  describes  the  Sir  William  Peel  as  an  old  Lisbon  packet,  broken- 
backed,  and  being  very  different  from  the  formidable  craft  described 
in  the  consular  extracts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Com  modore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Commander  Rolando,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole,  made  to  tlie 

Department. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Off  Rio  Grande ,  September  11,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  seized 
the  English  steamer  Sir  William  Peel  on  entirely  circumstantial  evi¬ 
dence.  One  of  the  reasons  for  seizing  her  is  that  she  has  cotton  on 
board,  which  I  believe  to  be  the  property  of  the  Confederate  States 
and  being  shipped  here  by  Confederate  agents  to  England  or  other 
ports;  and  I  feel  assured  that  the  vessel  herself  is  the  property  of  the 
Confederates. 

The  Peel  lay  in  American  waters  and  from  thence  discharged  a  cargo 
of  contraband  articles,  which  can  be  proved  by  the  following  persons: 
The  American  consul  can  furnish  testimony  as  to  the  cargo  landed  . 
from  the  Peel. 

Captain  Thompson,  in  command  of  the  Elf ,  of  Philadelphia,  can  prove 
that  the  Peel  was  employed  fitting  gun  carriages;  Captain  Clark,  of 
the  Mary  Bently ,  of  New  York,  can  prove  that  contraband  articles 
have  been  landed  on  American  soil. 

Robert  Clark,  of  the  Mary  Bently ,  can  prove  landing  machinery  and 
blankets.  The  cargo  was  received  on  Mexican  soil  and  sent,  I  sup¬ 
pose,  to  Texas.  1  have  heard  that  on  the  arrival  of  our  cruisers,  she 
was  lying  in  American  waters.  1  would  long  since  have  taken  her, 
but  for  want  of  sufficient  evidence,  and  I  would  not  have  seized  her  as 
I  have,  were  it  not  the  fact  that  the  Seminole  is  so  extremely  dull  as  a 
sailer  that  if  I  had  allowed  the  Peel  to  start,  I  could  never  have 
expected  to  overtake  her;  so,  rather  than  risk  the  chance  of  her  escap¬ 
ing,  I  determined  to  seize  her,  which  I  did. 

If  the  Peel  had  escaped,  we  should  have  had  another  Confederate 
cruiser  on  the  high  seas,  second  to  none  that  are  there,  as  she  was  built 
for  a  man-of-war  and  nearly  300  feet  in  length  (having  been  originally 
intended  for  the  Brazilian  Government),  and  is  in  all  her  strengthen¬ 
ings  and  machinery  adapted  for  one.  Her  engines  are  below  the 
water  line  and  her  capacity  for  coal  very  great.  With  this  view  of 
the  future  injury  that  this  ship  might  have  done  our  commerce,  I 
determined  not  to  give  her  a  chance  to  escape,  but  seize  her,  with  the 
hope  that  her  qualities  may  be  put  to  a  better  use  than  destroying  the 
commerce  of  my  county. 

The  condemning  of  the  vessel  will  rest  pretty  much  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government,  as  it  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  witnesses  from 
Matamoras  and  the  Rio  Grande  as  to  who  are  the  real  owners  of  the 
cotton  on  board  the  steamer,  and  the  owners  of  the  vessel,  which  facts 
can  be  ascertained  by  Mr.  Pierce,  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras. 

I  have  seized  the  Peel  because  she  would  have  become  a  Confederate 
privateer,  and  also  because  she  has  landed  contraband  of  war — 
machinery  and  blankets— in  Mexico,  and  transferred  the  same  to  Texas. 

I  feel  that  1  have  assumed  a  great  responsibility  in  making  this  cap¬ 
ture,  but  I  hope  that  the  Department  will  sustain  me  in  the  course  I 
have  pursued.  Another  reason  in  connection  with  the  seizure  of  the 
Peel  is  that  1  firmly  believe  she  has  on  board  guns  and  munitions  of 
war  intended  to  be  used  to  convert  her  into  a  privateer. 

The  captain  of  the  Peel  is  reported  to  have  said  in  Matamoras  that 
he  was  commanding  a  Confederate  privateer. 
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On  board  the  Peel  when  I  seized  her  I  found  about  150  axles  for 
field  artillery;  also  several  casks  of  iron  rings  for  artillery  harness, 
and  on  deck  were  two  gains.  Below  and  under  her  cotton,  which  1  did 
not  break  out,  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  will  be  found  more  con¬ 
traband  of  war  and  sufficient  to  further  sustain  the  course  I  have  pur¬ 
sued  in  seizing  this  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 
Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  J).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Rolando,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Seminole,  made  to  Com¬ 
modore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Off  Bio  Grande ,  September  11,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  seized  the 
English  steamer  Sir  William  Peel ,  on  entirely  circumstantial  evidence. 

One  of  the  reasons  for  seizing  her  is  that  she  has  cotton  on  board, 
which  1  believe  to  be  the  property  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  being- 
shipped  here  by  Confedei*ate  agents  to  England  or  other  ports,  and  I 
feel  assured  that  the  vessel  herself  is  the  property  of  the  Confederates. 

The  Peel  lay  in  American  waters  and  from  thence  discharged  a 
cargo  of  contraband  articles,  which  can  be  proved  b}^  the  following- 
persons: 

The  American  consul  can  furnish  testimony  as  to  the  cargo  landed 
from  the  Peel. 

Captain  Thompson,  in  command  of  the  Elf  ‘  of  Philadelphia,  can 
prove  that  the  Peel  was  employed  fitting  gun  carriages. 

Captain  Clark,  of  the  Mary  Bently ,  of  New  York,  can  prove  that 
contraband  articles  have  been  landed  on  American  soil.  Robert  Clark, 
his  son,  whom  I  send  by  the  Sir  William  Peel  to  New  Orleans  as  a 
witness,  can  also  substantiate  the  charge  of  landing  contraband  of  war, 
machinery,  and  blankets.  The  cargo  was  received  on  Mexican  soil  and 
sent,  I  suppose,  to  Texas.  I  have  heard  that  on  the  arrival  of  our 
cruisers  she  was  lying  in  American  waters.  I  would  long  since  have 
taken  her,  but  for  want  of  sufficient  evidence.  If  the  Peel  had  escaped 
we  should  have  had  another  Confederate  privateer  on  the  high  seas. 
Her  engines  are  below  the  water  line  and  her  capacity  for  coal  very 
great. 

The  condemning  of  the  vessel  will  rest  pretty  much  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government,  as  it  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  witnesses  from 
Matamoras  and  the  Rio  Grande  as  to  who  are  the  real  owners  of  the 
cotton  on  board  the  steamer  and  the  real  owners  of  the  vessel,  which 
facts  can  be  ascertained  b}^  Mr.  Pierce,  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras. 

The  captain  of  the  Peel  is  reported  to  have  said  in  Matamoras  that 
he  was  in  command  of  a  Confederate  privateer. 

On  board  the  Peel ,  when  I  seized  her,  I  found  about  150  axles  for 
field  artillery,  also  several  casks  of  iron  rings  for  artillery  harness,  and 
on  deck  were  two  guns.  Below  and  under  the  cotton,  which  I  did  not 
break  out,  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt,  will  be  found  more  con¬ 
trabands  of  war  and  sufficient  to  further  sustain  the  course  I  have 
pursued  in  seizing  this  vessel. 
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I  send  the  Sir  William  Peel  to  New  Orleans  in  charge  of  Acting 
Ensigns  M.  Id.  Karlowski  and  H.  Crosby,  accompanied  by  Acting 
Master’s  Mate  J.  P.  Knowles,  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer 
Robert  G.  Pope,  and  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  H.  M.  Quig 
[and  prize  crew  of  Id  men]. 

I  would  suggest  that  these  men  may  be  sent  back  as  soon  as  possi¬ 
ble,  as  the  ship  is  now  short  of  hands. 

I  would  also  request  that  Robert  Clark,  whom  1  send  in  the  Peel  as 
a  witness,  will  be  detained  on  board  the  Pensacola  during  the  time 
that  he  stays  in  New  Orleans,  as  he  is  entirely  without  means  to  sup¬ 
port  himself.  I  have  taken  him  from  his  father’s  ship  as  an  important 
witness  in  this  case,  and  on  whose  evidence  will  depend  to  a  great 
degree  the  condemnation  of  the  vessel.  I  therefore  request  that  the 
commanding  officer  will  see  that  he  is  properly  cared  for,  as  his  serv¬ 
ices  will  be  extremely  important  on  the  trial. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


H.  Rolando, 

Commander ,  II.  S.  Navy. 


Commodore  II.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  jpro  tern.,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commander  Rolando,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Seminole,  introducing 

Thomas  C.  Haggart,  as  a  witness. 


U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Sabine  Pass ,  September  18,  1863. 

Sir:  This  letter  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Thomas  C.  Haggart, 
who  is,  as  you  will  see  by  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  me, 
a  most  important  witness  in  the  case  of  the  Sir  William  Peel. 

I  would  request  that  when  his  evidence  has  been  received,  he  will  be 
allowed  to  return  to  Matamoras  (of  which  place  he  is  resident)  in  the 
first  vessel  which  leaves  for  that  port,  as  he  goes  to  New  Orleans  only 
as  a  witness. 

By  returning  to  Matamoras  and  acting  in  concert  with  the  American 
consul  at  that  place,  he  may  collect  more  evidence  to  assist  in  con¬ 
demning  the  Sir  William  Peel. 

I  send  also  to  New  Orleans,  by  the  steamer  Circassian,  42  prisoners, 
who  composed  the  crew  of  the  Sir  William  Peel,  together  with  one 
Rhode  Island  soldier,  who  has  escaped  from  a  rebel  prison  and  given 
himself  up  on  board  this  ship. 

I  enclose  to  you  some  dispatches  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
which  I  would  request  you  to  forward.  In  consequence  of  illness,  a 
medical  survey  has  been  held  on  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer 
Charles  S.  Dudley,  the  result  of  which  I  enclose.  I  send  Mr.  Dudley 
north  in  the  Circassian. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


H.  Rolando, 

Commander,  V.  S.  Navy. 


Commodore  II.  II.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. ,  New  Orleans. 
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[Enclosure.] 

On  Board  U.  S.  Gunboat  Seminole, 

September  17 ,  1863. 

Sir:  In  relation  to  the  steamship  Sir  William  Peel ,  consigned  to 
Hale  &  Co.,  Matamoras,  Mexico,  I  will  state  all  that  I  know  of  her  at 
present:  First,  as  to  her  position  when  taken  or  her  bearing  with  the 
channel  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Second,  as  to  her  consignees  and  their 
relations  with  the  so-called  Confederacy;  and  lastly,  the  general 
impression  as  to  the  character  and  disposition  to  be  made  of  this  vessel 
(the  Sir  William.  Peel). 

The  channel  of  the  Rio  Grande  then  bore  to  the  south  of  west,  enough 
so  to  make  her  doubtlessly  in  American  waters.  This  was  her  position 
on  September  2,  1863,  nine  days  prior  to  her  capture.  It  is  not  prob¬ 
able  she  changed  her  position  during  that  time,  as  the  weather  is  gen¬ 
erally  good  and  water  smooth  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

Her  consignees,  Messrs.  James  Hale  &  Co.,  of  Matamoras,  are  mer¬ 
chants,  doing  business  both  in  Matamoras  and  Brownsville,  Tex.  Hale 
&  Co.  are  and  have  been  contracting  with  the  so-called  Confederacy 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  are  agents  also  for  Confed¬ 
erate  officials  now  commanding  the  rebel  forces  in  western  Texas,  and 
are  furnishing  these  forces  with  supplies.  About  the  time  of  the 
arrival  of  said  steamer  the  impressment  of  cotton  took  place  at  Browns¬ 
ville,  by  military  authority,  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  to  said  agents 
cotton  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  cargo  then  in  the  Sir  William  Peel , 
which  comprised  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  as  I  was  informed  by  an 
adjutant  and  quartermaster’s  clerk,  then  at  the  post  of  Brownsville, 
who  informed  me  they  were  much  in  want  of  arms  and  such  goods  as 
comprised  the  cargo  of  said  Sir  William  Peel.  She  was  then  dis¬ 
charged  and  immediately  commenced  receiving  cotton  from  her  agents, 
who  at  present  have  a  house  both  in  Matamoras  and  Brownsville. 

The  general  impression  as  to  the  character  of  said  vessel  was  bad, 
as  it  was  generally  understood  that  both  vessel  and  cargo  were  to  be 
purchased,  the  vessel  to  become  a  privateer,  as  she  had  guns  and  men 
enough  to  commence  operations  after  clearing  from  Matamoras,  as  I 
was  informed.  She  was  lined  and  had  double  decks,  which  contained 
her  armament.  She  was  regarded  with  suspicion,  and  it  was  under¬ 
stood,  in  case  of  any  difficulty,  she  possessed  caliber  sufficient  to  carry 
her  through  and  carry  out  the  designs  of  the  Southern  Gunboat  Asso¬ 
ciation,  whose  agents  at  this  port  contribute  largely  to  the  fund 
by  supplying  cotton  to  English  speculators. 

Thomas  C.  Haggart. 

Commander  H.  Rolando, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Seminole. 


Report  of  Commander  Rolando,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copies  of  correspondence  with 
the  commanding  officer  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Pylades. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Sabine  Pass ,  September  18 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  rorward  to  you  copies  of  correspondence 
between  Captain  Hood,  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Pylades ,  and  myself,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  seizure  of  the  Sir  William  Peel. 
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I  would  respectfully  request  the  Department  to  send  me  a  copy  of 
my  communication  of  the  12th  instant,  relating  to  the  seizure  of  the 
Sir  William  Peel ,  as  by  some  accident  the  original  has  been  mislaid. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 

Comirian  der ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

H.  B.  M.  S.  Pylades, 

Off  Rio  Grande ,  September  15,  1863. 

Sir:  On  my  arrival  off  the  Rio  Grande  this  morning,  I  was  informed 
that  on  the  lltb  of  September  the  British  steamer  Sir  William  Peel 
was  captured  by  the  United  States  vessel  of  war  under  your  command. 

I  am  informed  that  at  the  time  of  the  capture  the  Sir  William  Peel 
was  laying  in  Mexican  waters,  which  she  certainly  was  when  I  last 
visited  the  Rio  Grande,  during  the  latter  part  of  July. 

On  referring  to  a  copy  of  the  explicit  instructions  which  have  been 
issued  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  officers  commanding 
United  States  cruisers,  I  find,  first,  it  is  distinctly  stated  that  under 
no  circumstances  will  they  seize  any  foreign  vessel  within  the  waters 
of  a  friendly  nation. 

Mexico  being  on  friendly  terms  with  the  United  States,  this  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  Sir  William  Peel ,  if  it  took  place  in  Mexican  waters  (as  I 
am  informed  it  did),  is  decidedly  in  direct  opposition  to  the  instruc¬ 
tions  issued  to  officers  commanding  United  States  cruisers  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

Secondly.  I  find  in  the  same  copy  of  instructions  that  no  vessel  is  to 
be  seized  without  a  search  carefully  made,  so  far  as  to  render  it  rea¬ 
sonable  to  believe  that  she  is  engaged  in  carrying  contraband  of  war 
to  the  insurgents  or  their  ports,  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  she  is  actu¬ 
ally  bound  and  passing  from  one  friendly  or  so-called  neutral  port  to 
another  and  not  bound  or  proceeding  to  or  from  a  port  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  insurgents,  then  she  can  not  be  lawfully  seized. 

I  am  therefore  led  to  conclude  that  when  the  Sir  William  Peel  was 
searched  some  direct  evidence  must  have  been  obtained,  either  as  to 
her  having  contraband  of  war  on  board,  or  that  she  was  engaged  in  car- 
rying  contraband  of  war  to  the  insurgents  or  their  ports,  otherwise  her 
capture  would  have  been  in  direct  opposition  to  the  instructions  issued 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  the  officers  commanding 
United  States  cruisers. 

I  must  remark  that  when  I  visited  this  anchorage  in  June,  and  again 
in  the  latter  part  of  July,  on  each  of  which  occasions  I  remained  for 
a  week,  the  Sir  William  Peel  was  laying  in  Mexican  waters,  and  as  no 
United  States  vessel  of  war  was  present  on  either  occasion  it  is  prob¬ 
able  that  if  she  had  contraband  of  war  on  board  advantage  would  have 
been  taken  of  their  absence  to  land  it. 

I  am  informed  that  at  the  time  of  her  capture  she  was  taking  in  a 
cargo  of  cotton,  and  had  already  900  bales  on  board.  This  again  does 
not  give  me  the  impression  that  her  cargo  was  destined  for  a  Confed¬ 
erate  port. 

It  being  my  duty  to  acquaint  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milne, 
commander  in  chief  of  the  British  naval  forces  on  the  North  American 
and  West  India  station,  immediately  of  this  capture,  I  have  the  honor 
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to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  me  with  your  reasons  for 
taking  possession  of  the  British  steamer  Sir  William  Peel  and  detain¬ 
ing  her  crew  as  prisoners  of  war  on  board  the  United  States  vessel 
under  your  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  A.  Hood, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  Present  off  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  Officer  Commanding  United  States  Ship  of  War. 


U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Off  Rio  Grande ,  September  15 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  the  15th  instant,  in  which  you  request  I  will  please  acquaint  you  with 
the  reason  for  taking  possession  of  the  British  steamer  Sir  William 
Peel  and  detaining  her  crew  as  prisoners  of  war  on  board  the  vessel 
under  my  command. 

I  have  to  state  that  I  seized  her  in  American  waters,  from  whence 
she  had  landed  contraband  of  war,  and  at  the  time  of  her  seizure  had 
the  same  on  board. 

She  has  been  sent  to  New  Orleans,  where  the  prize  courts  and 
authorities  will  take  cognizance  of  and  investigate  the  justice  of  the 
seizure. 

In  connection  with  your  request  for  the  reasons  of  her  seizure,  I 
would  state  to  you  that  she  is  in  every  way  fitted  and  framed  for  a 
rebel  privateer,  and  for  such,  I  have  every  reason  to  think,  she  was 
intended.  My  duty  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  demanded 
I  should  seize  her  and  prevent,  in  time,  her  aggressions  on  American 
commerce,  as  we  have  already  before  our  eyes  the  examples  of  the 
Alabama ,  the  Florida ,  and  the  Georgia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  A.  W.  A.  Hood, 

Commanding  PL.  P.  J\£.  S.  J*y  lodes,  off  Rio  Grande. 


Letter  from  Commodore  BeL,  .  Navy,  to  the  U.  S.  district  attorney  at  New  Orleans, 
regarding  repairs  required  by  the  prize. 

September  25,  [1863]. 

Sir:  The  British  steamer  Sir  William  Peel  has  been  brought  up 
from  the  Rio  Grande  for  adjudication,  and  as  she  will  prove  one  of 
the  most  important  cases  of  the  times,  and  has  a  cargo  of  great 
value,  I  desire  to  have  everything  conducted  with  legal  precision.  I 
have  nothing  to  do  with  her  directly,  but  she  has  a  dangerous  leak 
about  her  sternpost  which  should  be  attended  to  without  delay,  and 
we  have  a  dock  at  hand  which  can  be  applied  to  her  stern  and  is  at 
your  service  for  that  particular  work.  If  the  court  will  give  the 
necessary  instructions,  appointing  a  suitable  person  to  direct  the  requi¬ 
site  repairs,  the  dock  may  be  applied  immediately. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rufus  W aples,  Esq. , 

U.  S.  District  Attorney ,  New  Orleans. 
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Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  U.  S.  district  attorney  at  New  Orleans, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  injuries  sustained  by  the  prize. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  October  10 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Please  receive  herewith  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Golding,  a 
respectable  machinist  and  engineer,  of  the  damages  in  the  steam  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Sir  William  Peel ,  which  she  has  sustained  since  her  seiz¬ 
ure  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Seminole.  By  request  of  the  marshal  I  am 
employing  the  chief  engineer  (William  H.  Shock,  esq.)  of  this  fleet 
and  Mr.  Cox,  carpenter  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pensacola ,  to  have 
the  Sir  William  Peel  put  into  the  same  good  order  that  the  Seminole 
found  her  in. 

This  statement  is  enclosed  to  you  for  your  information  in  case  of 
reclamation  for  damages  being  made  by  the  parties  concerned. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern . 

Rufus  Waples,  Esq., 

U.  S.  District  Attorney ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  corre¬ 
spondence  regarding  the  seizure  of  the  British  steamer  Sir  William  Peel. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La.,  October  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  letter  from  the  gov¬ 
ernor  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  Republic  of  Mexico  (marked  No.  1), 
in  reference  to  the  seizure  of  the  Sir  William  Peel ,  and  a  copy  of  my 
letter  No.  2  in  acknowledgment  thereof. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

[H.  H.  Bell], 

Comma/tiding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosures.— Translation.] 

PROVINCE  AND  MILITARY  COMMAND  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TAMAULIPAS. 

Having  charge  of  this  district  and  military  command,  the  English 
subjects  Milino  and  Company  present  to  me  their  petition,  a  copy  of 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you,  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
English  steamer  Sir  William,  Peel  has  been  captured  by  the  gunboat 
Seminole ,  of  your  squadron,  finding  her  in  the  Mexican  waters.  I 
have  thought  it  expedient  to  make  this  known  to  you,  that  to  aid  me 
in  promoting  the  harmony  existing  between  the  two  Republics,  as  well 
as  the  neutrality  due  to  vessels  met  with  in  the  waters  of  Mexico,  you 
may  issue  an  order  for  the  said  steamer  to  be  released  and  permitted 
to  pursue  her  mercantile  negotiations. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  my  high  consideration  and  dis- 
guished  regard. 

Independence  and  Liberty,  City  of  Matamoras,  September  18, 1863. 

Man.  Ruiz. 

Commander  of  the  American  Squadron, 

Anchored  in  the  Boca  del  Rio. 
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[Subenclosure.] 

seal.]  City  of  Matamoras,  September  ij,  1863. 

Milmo  and  Company,  English  subjects,  merchants  and  consignees 
of  the  English  steamer  Sir  William  Peel ,  respectfully  represent  to 
you  that  this  vessel,  then  lying  in  Mexican  waters  at  Boca  del  Rio, 
has  been  captured  by  the  gunboat  of  the  United  States  called  the  Sem¬ 
inole,  her  crew  removed  to  some  other  vessel,  and  another  crew  sent 
on  board. 

Furthermore,  it  appears  that  they  intend  to  take  her  to  some  port  of 
the  United  States. 

As  soon  as  time  permits  the  undersigned  will  notify  the  vice-consul 
of  her  Britannic  Majesty  that  he  may  make  in  person  the  suitable 
reclamations.  But  knowing  in  advance  that  the  person  performing 
this  dut}r  has  not  received  the  exequator  of  the  Mexican  Government, 
we  come  di  rectly  to  you  to  show  that  the  Sir  William  Peel  entered 
this  port  the  26th  of  June  last  with  all  her  papers  in  due  form;  that  she 
has  remained  constantly  in  Mexican  waters;  that  when  she  had  finished 
discharging,  she  was  here  loaded  with  a  cargo  of  cotton  bought  at  this 
place,  and  that  the  act  of  seizing  her  in  neutral  waters,  loaded  with  a 
neutral  cargo,  purchased  in  lawful  trade,  constitutes  a  violation  of 
international  law.  That  the  consignees  of  said  vessel  come  here  to 
reclaim  her  for  the  reasons  given,  and  pray  your  excellency  that, 
in  view  of  the  information  that  we  have,  to  have  the  goodness  to  take 
possession,  or,  if  not,  to  show  the  best  measures  to  be  taken  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  Sir  William  Peel  being  taken  out  of  the  harbor  of  Boca  del 
Rio,  and  to  the  end  that  the  petitioners  and  their  employers  may  not 
suffer  detriment  to  their  interests,  as  they  would  in  the  capture  and 
taking  away  of  the  vessel  to  another  port,  and  they  may  prove  the 
damage  originally  done  should  it  be  carried  to  another  port. 

Milmo  and  Company. 

Governor  and  Military  Commander, 

State  of  Tamaulipas. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  October  23, 1863. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  dispatch  of  your  excellency  bearing 
date  September  18,  1863,  concerning  the  seizure  of  the  British  steam¬ 
ship  Sir  William  Peel ,  a  trading  vessel,  while  lying  off'  the  Rio  Grande, 
by  the  United  States  steam  sloop  of  war  Seminole. 

I  beg  to  inform  your  excellency  in  reply  to  your  excellency’s  letter, 
that  the  British  steamship  Sir  William  Peel ,  having  been  found  by 
Commander  Henry  Rolando,  commanding  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop 
Seminole ,  lying  in'the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and  violating  the 
laws  of  the' United  States,  she  was  seized  by  the  captain  of  the  Seminole 
and  sent  to  the  port  of  New  Orleans  to  be  adjudicated  upon.  She  is 
now  in  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States  undergoing  investiga¬ 
tion,  and  is  entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  the  naval  authorities. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States,  appreciating  the  friendship 
of  the  Mexican  nation,  and  esteeming  her  as  their  nearest  neighbor, 
are  careful  to  regard  Mexican  rights,  both  by  land  and  by  sea,  with 
profound  respect,  and  would  never  have  molested  the  steamship  Sir 
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William  Peel  unless  she  were  manifestly  out  of  the  limits  of  Mexican 
waters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 
His  Excellency  Manuel  Ruiz, 

Governor-  General  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  Republic  of  Mexico . 


Report  of  Commander  Rolando,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole,  in  response  to 
charges  presented  through  the  British  minister  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Off  Sabine  Pass ,  December  1,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  November  10  in  reference  to  a  statement  made  by  the  master, 
first  officer,  and  second  steward  of  the  Sir  William  Peel  in  a  protest 
made  by  them  and  communicated  by  Lord  Lyons  to  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment. 

On  the  11th  of  September  I  seized  the  British  steamer  Sir  William 
Peel  off  the  coast  of  Texas,  where  she  had  been  landing  a  portion  of 
her  cargo,  contraband  of  war,  and  was  receiving  Confederate  cotton 
from  Confederate  agents  at  Brownsville. 

The  ship  was  taken  possession  of  by  Acting  Ensign  George  B.  Steph¬ 
enson,  Master’s  Mate  John  Dennett,  and  Sergeant  Mackie,  of  the 
marine  guard,  with  13  of  his  guard  and  15  men  from  this  ship,  the 
seamen  composing  the  boat’s  crews  who  were  alongside  of  the  Peel. 

As  soon  as  1  saw  my  boats  go  alongside  of  the  Peel  I  went  there 
myself  about  11:30  a.  m.,  and  on  searching  the  Sir  William  Peel  I 
found  sufficient  contraband  of  war  to  justify  the  seizure. 

The  master  of  the  Peel  at  that  time  was  noton  board,  but  1  instructed 
his  first  officer  to  send  for  him.  A  short  time  after  his  boat  was  seen 
returning  to  the  Peel.  It  was  about  2  p.  m.  when  he  came  on  board. 

I  then  informed  him  (the  master  of  the  Peel)  upon  what  grounds  I 
had  seized  his  ship  and  enquired  for  his  papers.  He  stated  that  they 
were  at  Matamoras.  I  then  told  him  to  send  for  them,  that  he  would 
have  ample  time  to  obtain  them;  which  he  said  he  would  do,  the  dis¬ 
tance  to  Matamoras  being  only  a  ride  of  six  hours  from  the  village  of 
Bagdad,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  crew  of  the  Peel ,  42  in  number,  were  then,  with  their  chests 
and  effects,  sent  to  the  Seminole  in  my  boats,  and  on  being  put  on  board, 
all  the  crew  of  the  Seminole  was  withdrawn  from  the  Peel ,  except  13 
marines,  under  charge  of  Sergeant  Mackie,  and  8  or  10  firemen,  who 
were  sent  to  get  the  engines  in  readiness  for  use.  At  no  time  were 
there  more  than  13  marines  and  15  men  from  this  ship  on  board  the 
Peel,  and  when  the  men  were  withdrawn,  10  firemen  replaced  them. 
At  about  5  p.  m.  the  transfer  of  the  crew  of  the  Sir  William  Peel , 
with  all  their  effects,  to  the  Seminole  was  completed. 

I  left  the  Peel  at  about  5:30  p.  m.  and  returned  to  my  own  ship. 

I  saw  nothing  at  all  in  the  conduct  of  the  officers,  marines,  seamen, 
or  firemen  at  all  calculated  to  excite  such  an  infamous  charge  as  is 
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made  by  the  officers  of  the  Peel  in  the  protest  reflecting  on  the  officers 
and  men  of  this  ship. 

^  On  leaving  the  Sir  William,  Peel  I  left  the  ship  in  charge  of  Acting 
Ensign  George  B.  Stephenson,  with  Acting  Ensign  M.  H.  Karlowski 
and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  John  Dennett,  to  assist  in  keeping'  an  eye 
on  everything  on  board  and  that  a  regular  watch  might  be  kept  on  the 
vessel  during  the  night. 

The  senior  engineer,  Mr.  [Claude]  Babcock,  was  also  on  board,  in 
charge  of  the  firemen,  making  preparations  for  starting  the  ship  next 
day. 

About  6  o’clock  the  next  morning  (on  the  12th  September)  1  returned 
to  the  Peel  to  see  the  progress  that  had  been  made  in  getting  her  ready 
to  sail  and  found  my  men  engaged  shipping  the  propeller,  which  took 
some  time.  In  all  other  respects  the  ship  was  ready. 

I  found  all  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Seminole  which  were  on 
board  the  Peel  perfectly  themselves  and  no  sign  of  any  such  conduct 
as  the  protest  represents.  1  saw  and  conversed  with  the  officers  in 
relation  to  the  duties  of  the  night. 

The  conduct  of  John  Maloney,  one  of  the  firemen,  for  drunkenness 
and  insolence  to  his  superior,  on  the  Sir  William  Peel,  and  of  Joseph 
Cooper,  marine,  also  for  drunkenness,  was  brought  to  my  notice  and 
both  men  were. sent  on  board  the  Seminole  and  there  confined  in  irons 
for  their  offenses. 

About  7  a.  m. ,  the  master  of  the  Peel  came  on  deck  and  stated  that 
during  the  night  there  had  been  drunkenness  and  disturbance  on  board 
the  ship,  occasioned  by  the  officers  and  men  who  were  in  charge.  I 
told  him  that  there  could  have  been  but  little  drunkenness,  as  every 
precaution  had  been  taken  to  prevent  it. 

Sentinels  had  been  placed  wherever  he  had  informed  me  there  was 
liquor,  and  what  drunkenness  had  taken  place  among  my  men  was  the 
consequence  of  his  steward’s  having  given  liquor  to  them  during  the 
night,  but  that  I  wished  him  to  point  out  to  me  any  of  the  men  who 
had  been  noisy  or  created  a  disturbance,  or  any  officer  who  had  not 
behaved  himself  and  that  the  offense  should  be  noticed.  He  said,  “No; 
that  he  could  not  do  so;  that  he  had  not  left  his  room  during  the  night 
and  that  it  was  only  the  noise  he  had  heard.” 

The  officers  and  firemen  continued  all  that  day  (12th  September)  until 
about  5  p.  m.  at  work  on  board  the  Peel.  The  work  being  then  com¬ 
pleted,  she  was  started  for  New  Orleans  in  charge  of  the  prize  officer. 

As  regards  that  part  of  the  protest  relating  to  me  personally,  I  have 
only  to  pronounce  it  maliciously  and  unequivocally  false,  and  in  the 
statements  of  officers  who  were  left  in  charge  during  the  time  I  was 
not  on  the  Peel ,  and  while  I  was  on  board,  you  will  find  a  continuous 
refutation  of  the  malicious  misstatement  of  the  protest. 

I  have  thought  it  best  that  the  officers  who  were  in  charge  while  I 
was  not  aboard  the  Peel  should  each  forward  to  you  a  statement,  as  it 
will  place  before  the  Department  the  whole  chain  of  events  from  the 
time  the  ship  was  seized  until  she  sailed  for  New  Orleans. 

There  was  nothing  more  that  came  under  my  notice,  and  I  attributed 
the  report  of  the  master  of  the  Peel  about  the  behavior  of  my  officers 
and  men,  as  I  do  the  protest,  to  the  bad  spirit  of  a  person  detected  in 
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a  wrong,  wishing  to  embroil  others  that  he  may  escape  the  punish¬ 
ment  for  his  transgressions  in  striving  to  malign  character. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Note. — Reports  of  Acting  Ensign  George  B.  Stephenson,  Acting 
Master’s  Mate  John  Dennett,  Orderly  Sergeant  John  Mackie,  and 
Surgeon  Charles  Martin  are  omitted,  as  they  repeat  the  substance  of 
the  foregoing  report  of  Commander  Rolando. — Compiler.] 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  R.  S.  Navy,  regarding  condition  of  prize. 


U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  January  27,  186  f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  passage 
of  the  prize  steamer  Sir  William,  Peel  from  Matamoras  to  this  place 
her  machinery  was  damaged  through  the  incompetency  of  our 
engineers. 

As  the  case  of  the  Sir  William  Peel  was  one  of  great  delicacy,  and 
her  condemnation  seemed  to  be  very  doubtful,  1  felt  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  place  her  in  the  same  condition  she  was  when 
seized  by  the  United  States.  1  accordingly  directed  the  necessary 
repairs  to  be  made,  and  have  tiled  a  bill  of  reclamations  in  the  United 
States  district  court  upon  the  ship  and  cargo  of  the  expenses  therein 
incurred,  and  which  have  been  paid  by  the  paymaster  of  the  fleet  upon 
my  order.  I  enclose  herewith  a  communication  upon  the  same  sub¬ 
ject  from  the  fleet  engineer,  marked  No.  1,  and  a  bill  of  the  expenses 
incurred,  marked  No.  2. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

Flagship  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  November  2 If.,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  to  examine  into  the  condition 
of  the  English  prize  steamer  Sir  William,  Peel ,  lately  captured,  I  have 
to  report  that  she  was  brought  into  this  port  in  a  sinking  condition, 
requiring  the  steam  pumps  to  be  kept  going  day  and  night  until  a 
dock  was  put  under  her  stern,  and  upon  examination  it  was  discovered 
that  the  propeller  had  been  lowered  while  the  shaft  clutch  to  receive 
it  was  in  a  wrong  position,  requiring  the  propeller  to  be  forced  to  its 
place.  This  resulted  disastrously  to  the  deadwood  on  shaft  casing  or 
bearing  by  throwing  it  out  of  line  as  soon  as  the  engines  were  put  in 
motion,  and  in  other  respects  damaging  that  part  of  the  ship,  which 
resulted  in  the  leak  referred  to. 

It  was  also  discovered  that  all  the  furnaces  in  one  boiler  and  150 
tubes  in  another  had  been  seriously  injured  by  our  engineers  allowing 
the  water  to  get  too  low. 
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It  was  also  discovered  that  some  of  the  pipes  had  been  broken  and 
the  joints  of  others  blown  out,  results  arising  from  the  inexperience 
and  a  want  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  our  engineers  of  the  various 
cocks  and  valves  about  the  machinery  (the  English  engineers  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  ship  declining  to  give  any  information). 

In  obedience  to  and  in  carrying  out  your  order  to  make  good  the 
damages,  TV  illiam  Golding,  esq.,  engineer  and  machinist,  was  employed 
and  [by]  an  expense  of  $5,782.45  (bills  for  which  I  have  examined  and 
found  correct)  the  damages  were  made  good. 

I  enclose  Mr.  Winter’s  letter  of  November  21;  reports  all  satis¬ 
factory  after  a  trial  of  engines  and  boilers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


Wm.  H.  Shock, 

Fleet  Engineer ,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

Flagship  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  of  Major-General  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmit¬ 
ting  captured  letter  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Seminole. 

Headquarters  District  Texas, 

New  Mexico,  and  Arizona, 

Houston ,  October  17 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  for  your  information  a  letter  from 
Captain  Rolando,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole ,  to  Mr.  G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary  U.  S.  Navy.  This  letter  was  in  the  mail  bag  of 
the  Seminole ,  which,  with  that  of  the  Cayuga ,  were  intrusted  to  the 
captain  of  the  blockade  runner,  who  deceived  the  Federals  into  the 
belief  that  he  was  bound  for  New  Orleans,  and,  on  leaving  them  at 
Sabine  Pass,  ran  into  Calcasieu,  and  delivered  the  mails  to  an  officer 
there;  who  transmitted  them  to  these  headquarters.  The  original  has 
been  sent  to  Mr.  Mason,  in  London,  for  publication,  one  copy  to  the 
British  admiral  commanding  the  Gulf,  and  one  to  the  Mexican  author¬ 
ities  at  the  Rio  Grande. 

I  remain,  verj7  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Sabine  Pass ,  October  3 ,  1863. 

My  Dear  Fox:  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  been  ordered  by  the  com¬ 
modore  to  blockade  off  this  place,  as  1  felt  1  could  have  been  of  more 
service  at  the  Rio  Grande,  where  I  had  seized  the  Sir  William  Peel  on 
the  11th  of  September. 

I  could  not  stand  the  hocus-pocus  of  those  Englishmen  there;  they 
were  in  open  daylight  landing  cargoes  of  contraband,  with  the  con¬ 
nivance  of  the  Mexicans,  and  sending  into  Texas  everything  they 
could  which  would  aid  the  rebellion.  I  knew  it,  but  could  not  detect 
the  act;  consequently  had  to  keep  quiet  until  I  had  sufficient  grounds 
for  making  the  seizure  I  did. 
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The  Sir  William  Peel  is  about  340  feet  long  on  deck,  and  has  splen¬ 
did  engines,  all  below  the  water  line,  and  built  for  a  man-of-war,  iron 
stanchions  and  knees  fore  and  aft  on  her  main  deck,  and  could  be  con¬ 
verted  into  a  privateer  on  very  short  notice. 

I  expected  to  find  guns  on  board,  but  did  not,  with  the  exception  of 
two  iron  18-pound  guns.  Of  contraband  articles  I  found  about  150 
axles  for  gun  carriages,  and  two  casks  of  iron  rings  for  artillery 
harness. 

The  vessel  is  perfectly  ventilated  with  air  ports,  and  would  be  com¬ 
fortable  fora  crew  of  400  men.  She  will  make  us  a  splendid  single¬ 
decked  sloop,  with  pivot  guns,  razee  the  spar  deck. 

No  one  knows,  who  has  not  been  to  the  Rio  Grande,  the  immense 
value  that  river  is  to  the  Southern  Confederacy.  Steamers  are  con¬ 
stantly  landing  cargoes — contraband — which  go  to  Texas  in  the  small 
steamers  and  barges,  which  are  towed  up  the  river  and  landed;  on 
returning,  bringing  cargoes  of  Confederate  cotton — just  as  bad  as  con¬ 
traband,  as  it  buys  the  arms  and  munitions  of  war. 

When  I  took  the  Peel  she  had  steam  up,  and  1  thought  she  was  going 
to  run  for  it;  sol  took  her  at  anchor,  which  1  would  have  not  preferred, 
as  I  feared  the  Englishman  would  cry  out  “  neutrality,”  as  he  did;  but 
I  informed  him  that  he  was  in  error;  that  1  had  the  advantage;  he  was 
on  my  side  of  the  line;  he  was  cjuite  near  the  line,  but  a  little  to  the 
northward. 

I  did  not  take  any  bearings  myself  of  the  position,  as  my  instructions 
to  the  master  are  general,  that  “he  should  always  take  bearings  when 
we  stopped  near  the  land.”  He  did  so  while  I  was  on  board  the  Peel , 
as  I  seized  her  myself,  and  the  day  after  the  seizure  I  found  that  in 
the  log  was  noted  the  bearing  of  the  river  Rio  Grande,  W.  by  S.,  at  the 
time  of  the  seizure,  which  puts  us  a  little  in  American  waters. 

I  am  glad  it  was  done  by  the  master,  as  I  felt  some  delicacy  about  a 
point  of  so  much  interest  personally. 

It  galled  me  to  have  a  scoundrel  of  an  Englishman  crying  out  “neu¬ 
trality,”  when  he  knew  as  well  as  I  did  that  he  had  been  trafficking  in 
the  blood  of  my  countrymen  and  making  money  out  of  our  misfortunes; 
that  he  had  landed  arms  and  contraband  of  every  kind  before  my 
arrival  (I  was  only  ten  days  at  the  Rio  Grande),  and  had  started  with 
the  intention  of  being  a  privateer,  and  had  so  boasted  in  Matamoras, 
is  well  known;  but  the  miserable  Mexicans  who  are  helping  the  trade 
will  yet  no  doubt  sustain  a  claim  of  neutrality,  which  they  themselves 
are  violating;  for  the  Hawkins ,  the  Celt,  Labuan ,  and  Peel  had  all 
discharged  their  cargoes,  which  were  eonti'aband,  and  forwarded  to 
Texas  by  Mexican  authorities  in  the  custom-house. 

When  it  is  so  palpable  to  any  one  of  our  statesmen  that  Mexicans 
are  hourly,  through  the  custom-house  at  the  Rio  Grande,  violating 
their  neutrality  by  assisting  and  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy, 
I  think  it  devilish  hard  that  any  plea  for  the  observance  of  a  neutral¬ 
ity,  which  they  don't  observe  themselves,  should  be  listened  to  by  our 
Government,  and  I  hope  Mr.  Seward  will  remind  them  of  what  the}" 
are  now  doing,  and  have  done  in  the  way  of  violating  neutrality,  by 
sending  to  Texas  contraband  cargoes  through  the  Rio  Grande;  it  is  so 
easy,  as  the  river  at  its  mouth  is  about  300  yards  wide,  with  4  feet 
water  on  the  bar,  and  grows  narrower  as  you  go  up. 

I  think  the  Government  should  sustain  my  course  without  listening 
to  any  plea  of  neutrality  from  either  English  or  Mexicans. 
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The  ship  will  condemn  herself,  for  you  know  her  cargo,  from  infor¬ 
mation  from  abroad,  and  what  she  must  have  landed,  the  Mexicans 
are  themselves  violating  neutrality,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  a  neutral  to 
show  favor  to  neither  side,  but  be  an  honest  friend  to  both  belligerents. 

1  can  take  good  care  of  my  position  when  the  tight  comes  on  neu¬ 
trality,  as  the  course  I  have  taken  is  fully  sustained  by  my  officers  and 
the  master  who  placed  the  ship  by  bearings  in  our  own  waters,  so  you 
see  my  reckoning  is  all  right  and  I  can  rebut  the  English  version. 

You  saw  from  that  English  Captain  Hood’s  dispatch  how  the  drift 
would  be.  The  damned  puppy,  I  wonder  if  he  recollected  how  his 
consul,  Mr.  Bunch,  and  some  of  his  brother  officers,  raised  the  blockade 
off  Charleston  by  an  imaginary  line  of  horizon.  1  suppose  the  bound¬ 
ary  of  Texas  and  Mexico  is  one  and  the  same  to  him;  but  I  have  one 
of  Blunt’s  compasses,  which  gives  a  blunter  line  than  theirs. 

I  hope  Mr.  Seward  will  assume  a  higher  law  if  the  case  comes  before 
him,  as  Mexico  and  England  are  violating  neutrality  themselves,  and 
what  is  meted  out  by  them  to  us  the}7  should  be  made  to  feel  in  a 
similar  way. 

There  is  not  enough  doing  here  to  keep  one  alive;  I  have  been  here 
about  two  weeks  and  have  not  seen  anything  but  what  is  in  Sabine 
Pass,  which  the  rebels  are  fortifying  and  piling  across  the  channel. 

I  do  not  anticipate  anything  in  the  way  of  a  tight  here,  unless  the 
Clifton ,  Sachem ,  and  the  cotton  boats  in  the  pass  come  out  and  make 
one. 

The  Cliftoyi  is  in  working  order.  1  can’t  get  near  them,  as  there  is 
only  7  feet  water  at  the  entrance  of  the  pass. 

The  army  will  attack,.!  suppose,  from  some  other  point,  the  pass, 
as  it  is  stronger  now  than  ever. 

I  trust,  my  dear  Fox,  you  will  drop  me  a  line  and  tell  me  how  the  course 
I  have  pursued,  as  regards  the  Peel ,  is  appreciated  by  the  Department; 
for  I  am  really  quite  anxious  at  the  responsibility  I  have  assumed, 
particularly  when  I  think  of  Hunter,  who  I  have  understood  was 
charged  with  violating  neutrality.  The  Englishmen  will  do  any 
amount  of  swearing,  and  the  Mexicans  likewise,  from  complicity. 

My  consciousness  of  having  acted  to  the  best  of  my  ability  for  the 
interest  of  my  country  and  its  cause,  the  belief  that  the  Peel  was  in 
American  waters,  and  the  corroborating  testimony  of  the  master 
and  log  book,  are  the  comforts  1  have  in  my  anxiety  and  on  which  1 
rest  my  defense. 

Drop  me  a  line  soon,  and  believe  me,  your  friend, 

Henry  Rolando. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  information 
regarding  yellow  fevei'  on  U.  S.  S.  Colorado. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  IS ,  1863. 

Sir:  Please  receive  herewith  my  latest  reports  from  the  frigate 
Colorado  off  Mobile  Bar.  From  them  and  my  report  No.  27  you  will 
be  in  possession  of  all  the  official  information  I  have  about  the  sick¬ 
ness  on  board  of  her.  1  understand  verbally  that  Oaptain  (xoldsbo- 
rough  does  not  allow  anyone  to  sleep  below  the  gun  deck,  and  that 
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the  disorder  has  been  checked.  The  dispatch  No.  1,  of  Acting’  Ensign 
Dyer,  confirms  this. 

No.  2  is  the  latest  report  of  Surgeon  Miller. 

No.  3  the  latest  from  Captain  Goldsborough. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  rest  of  the  squadron  off  Mobile  Bar,  at 
this  city,  and  off  Texas  continue  in  good  health. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 

[Enclosures — Telegram.] 

Fort  Pike, 

New  O'rleans ,  September  11 ,  1863. 

The  steamer  Eugenie  is  at  Fort  Pike  delayed  by  an  order  from 
Provost-Marshal  Kilborn,  having  on  board  a  bearer  of  dispatches  who 
[was]  also  commissioned  by  Captain  Goldsborough  to  procure  provi¬ 
sions  for  the  fleet,  not  being  allowed  to  procure  them  at  Pensacola. 
There  has  not  been  any  fever  among  the  Mobile  fleet  except  on  the 
Colorado ,  and  she  has  been  quarantined  for  the  ten  days,  and  there  have 
been  no  new  cases  or  deaths  for  the  past  seven  days  on  her.  Shall 
we  return  to  Mobile,  or  will  you  procure  permission  for  us  to  proceed? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  M.  Dyer, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Eugenie. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile,  September  6,  1863. 

Commodore:  I  enclose  another  letter  I  have  received  from  the  sur¬ 
geon  of  this  ship,  relative  to  the  distressing  malignant  fever  that  has 
made  its  appearance  on  board. 

I  wish  I  could  report  our  sick  as  improving,  but  I  am  fearful  the 
disease  has  obtained  too  great  headwa}^  to  be  checked  in  this  climate. 

Since  my  communication  of  the  1st  instant  three  more  cases  have 
proved  fatal,  and  many  others  threaten  a  like  termination.  Our  last 
cases  are  more  aggravated  and  more  sudden  in  their  character. 

Your  communications  to  Commodore  Smith  were  forwarded 
immediately. 

Coal  and  provisions  will  be  very  much  wanted  at  Ship  Island.  I 
took  the  responsibility  of  ordering  the  brig  Enterprise  with  coal  to 
Ship  Island,  which  I  hope  you  will  approve  of,  notwithstanding  Com¬ 
modore  Smith  had  directed  her  to  return  to  Pensacola. 

I  do  not  think  it  advisable  for  our  vessels  to  go  to  Pensacola  for 
coal,  since  a  quarantine  has  been  established  at  that  place.  The  sur¬ 
geon  of  the  yard  thought  it  imprudent  for  even  the  Eugenie  to  coal 
there,  and  I  now  learn  that  the  health  officer  will  not  allow  any  vessel 
to  go  above  Fort  Pickens. 

Dr.  Miller,  surgeon  of  this  ship,  has  been  detached  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  with  permission  to  return  North.  I  regret  this  exceed- 
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ingly,  particularly  at  this  time,  and  hope  that  you  will  supply  his 
place  as  early  as  practicable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  I Vest  Gulf  Squadron. 

[Subenclosure.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile ,  September  f  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  1st  instant  I  addressed  a  letter  to  you  on  the  subject  of 
a  malignant  fever  which  had  made  its  appearance  in  this  ship.  I  now 
deem  it  my  duty  to  state  further  that  this  disease  is  undoubtedly  yel¬ 
low  fever  in  its  worst  form.  Another  case  of  death  has  occurred  since 
the  1st  instant,  and  two  more  are  near,  all  exhibiting  a  most  malignant 
character. 

In  the  absence  of  even  a  suspicion  that  this  disease  was  communi¬ 
cated,  it  is  natural  to  infer  that  it  has  its  origin  and  support  in  the 
atmosphere  of  the  vessel.  All  experience  of  yellow  fever  teaches  us 
that  its  progress  can  not  be  stayed  except  by  a  change  of  season  or 
climate.  I  therefore  unhesitatingly  advise  you  to  carry  the  Colorado 
North  as  soon  as  practicable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  Miller, 

Surgeon. 

Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Div.  West  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squad.,  TJ.  S.  S.  Colorado. 


Operations  in  Mississippi  Sound ,  September  12-13 ,  1863. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Genesee,  regarding  the 
burning  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Fanny,  formerly  Fox. 

U.  S.  S.  Genesee, 

Off  Pascagoula,  September  13,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  Friday,  the  11th  instant,  in  obedience 
to  orders  from  Captain  Goldsborough,  I  proceeded  with  this  vessel  off 
Mobile  for  duty  as  a  blockader,  but  on  my  showing  him  your  commu¬ 
nication  with  regard  to  a  rebel  armed  sloop,  he  ordered  me  back  into 
the  sound,  which  I  entered  by  Horn  Island  Pass,  in  order  to  commu¬ 
nicate  with  the  Jackson  and  Calhoun. 

Shortly  afterwards  a  steamer  was  discovered  heading  for  Pascagoula, 
when  this  vessel,  together  with  the  Jackson  and  Calhoun,  gave  chase 
and  pressed  her  so  hard  that  her  captain  and  crew  set  her  on  fire  and 
escaped  to  the  shore,  losing  even  their  clothing. 

The  vessel  was  burned  to  the  water’s  edge;  not  a  particle  of  her 
cargo  was  saved,  in  consequence  of  the  rapid  progress  of  the  confla¬ 
gration,  and  her  engine  is  destroyed  and  rendered  totally  useless  by 
the  intense  heat. 

I  afterwards  sent  a  flag  of  truce  on  shore,  in  charge  of  Acting 
Ensign  Charles  H.  Baxter,  who  was  informed  by  the  rebel  officer  and 
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some  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer  that  it  was  the  Fanny ,  formerly  the 
Fox,  captured  some  time  ago  at  the  Balize. 

The  vessel  had  come  from  Havana  with  an  assorted  cargo. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander ,  Senior  Officer. 

Commodore  Henry  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Squad.,  Flagship  Pensacola,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S,  Navy,  regarding  the  burning  of  the  steamer  Fanny,  for¬ 
merly  Fox,  and  capture  of  blockade  runner  Alabama. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  15,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  12th 
instant  the  steamer  Fox,  which  was  captured  by  the  rebels  in  April 
last,  was  chased  into  Mississippi  Sound  and  burned. 

At  the  same  time  another  blockade  runner  called  Alabama ,  one  of 
the  river  boats  from  Mobile,  was  chased  into  Chandeleur  Islands  and 
captured. 

On  shore  thej^  have  been  deluded  into  the  belief  that  the  vessel  cap¬ 
tured  is  the  privateer  Alabama,  and  she  may  be  so  publicly  announced. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Genesee,  regarding  an 
attack  upon  Confederate  batteries  off  Grant’s  Pass. 

U.  S.  S.  Genesee, 

Ship  Island,  September  15,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  12th  instant  this  ship, 
together  with  the  Jackson  and  Calhoun,  went  up  within  easy  rifle  range 
of  Grant’s  Pass  and  fired  at  the  battery,  a  gunboat,  and  a  transport, 
causing  the  gunboat  and  transport  to  shift  their  berths,  and  hitting 
the  middle  of  the  island  many  times,  silencing  the  battery  on  the 
island. 

Number  of  shell  fired  by  this  vessel,  74. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb. 

Commanding,  Senior  Officer. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Bigelow,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Calboun, 
regarding  an  attack  upon  Confederate  batteries  at  Grant’s  Pass. 

U.  S.  S.  Calhoun, 

Off  Granfs  Pass,  September  13,  1863. 
Sir:  On  this  instant  I  arrived  at  this  pass  at  10:40  a.  m.  within  range, 
and  assisted  in  the  engagement. 
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We  fired  48  shells  from  the  30-pounder  Sawyer  and  20-pounder 
Parrott. 

I  estimated  the  range  to  be  5,200  yards,  and  the  practice  proved 
effective. 

The  Calhoun  is  so  crank  that  I  was  unable  to  ascertain  the  exact 
elevation,  but  it  was  between  25  and  30  degrees. 

We  struck  the  battery  eight  times,  drove  the  steamer  Jeff  Davis  from 
her  anchorage,  and  silenced  the  battery  at  2:20  p.  m.  In  obedience 
to  signal  I  proceeded  to  Ship  Island  to  repair  two  leaks  in  the  boilers. 
Respectfully, 

Geo.  A.  Bigelow, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding. 

W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commander ,  Senior  Officer,  Mississippi  Sound. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Genesee,  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

September  12. — At  1  p.  m.  Fort  Morgan  bore  N.  E.,  Sand  Island 
light  N.  E.  by  N.  £  N.  At  3:30  entered  Horn  Island  Pass.  Saw  the 
Jackson  and  Calhoun  at  anchor  to  the  eastward  of  Pascagoula;  steered 
for  them.  At  4:15  p.  m.  signaled  to  the  Jackson  and  Calhoun ;  the 
commanders  of  the  vessels  came  on  board.  At  5  p.  m.  saw  a  steamer 
burning  black  smoke  near  Pascagoula;  proceeded  in  chase  of  said 
steamer.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.,  calm  and  pleasant.  We,  with  the  Jack- 
son  and  Calhoun,  having  the  steamer.  At  6:45  anchored.  The  Jack- 
son  and  Calhoun  going  near  the  town  of  Pascagoula.  At  7  discovered 
the  steamer  on  tire  near  Pascagoula  wharf.  Saw  some  soldiers  on 
shore  and  some  men  landing  from  the  steamer.  At  7  ordered  the 
Jackson  to  tire.  The  Jackson  fired  3  shells  and  we  3,  but  seeing  women 
and  children  on  the  beach  ceased  firing.  At  7:50  sent  a  boat  to  the 
Jackson  to  ascertain  the  state  of  affairs.  At  9:50  p.  m.  manned  and 
armed  the  first  cutter  and  sent  her  in  to  the  wreck,  in  charge  of  Ensign 
Baxter,  as  picket  boat.  The  wreck  still  burning. 

September  13. — From  12  to  4  a.  m.  the  steamer  ashore  still  burning. 
At  5  a.  m.  the  Jackson  got  underway  and  communicated  with  us.  At 
6  the  first  cutter  returned,  having  been  on  picket  duty  all  night.  Mr. 
Baxter  ascertained  that  the  burning  steamer  was  the  Fanny  (formerly 
the  Fox),  from  Havana,  with  a  general  cargo;  she  was  burned  to  pre¬ 
vent  her  falling  into  our  hands.  At  6:30  got  underway  and  proceeded 
to  Grant’s  Pass.  At  9 : 30  a.  m.  saw  the  rebel  battery  at  Grant’s  Pass,  the 
rebel  gunboat,  and  several  steam  transports.  At  10  placed  the  vessel 
in  position  for  firing,  we  having  one  anchor  out  forward  and  one  out 
astern.  We,  together  with  the  Jackson  and  Calhoun ,  opened  fire  on 
the  battery  and  gunboat.  We  compelled  the  gunboat  to  go  under 
shelter  of  the  fort.  We  fired  29  shells  and  the  rebels  responded  from 
their  fort,  but  all  their  shots  fell  short.  At  1:40  p.  m.  we  opened  fire 
on  the  rebel  works  in  company  with  the  Jackson  and  Calhoun.  At 
3:30  p.  m.  ceased  firing,  having  fired  41  shells  from  the  Parrott.  At 
3:45  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  [Mississippi]  Sound  toward 
Ship  Island,  Calhoun  and  Jackson  in  company.  At  6:30  came  to 
anchor  off  the  east  end  of  Horn  Island.  Fired  3  5-second  shell  from 
the  IX-inch  gun  and  1  15-second;  also  1  15-second  from  the  after 
pivot. 
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September  7J.—  At  12:45  p.  m.  weighed  and  started  for  Ship  Island. 
At  3: 15  saw  three  sailboats  close  in  under  the  mainland;  steered  for 
them.  At  3:30  came  to  anchor,  sent  the  first  and  third  cutters  in 
charge  of  Acting  Ensign  C.  H.  Baxter  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  E.  W. 
Halcro  after  the  sailboats.  A  person  came  on  board  from  a  small 
dingey,  having'  left  Mobile  on  Friday.  At  7  p.  m.  the  boats  returned, 
having  succeeded  in  capturing  a  boat  with  two  men  from  Mobile.  At 
7:30  proceeded  toward  Ship  Island.  At  10  came  to  off  Ship  Island.  _ 
September  15.—  From  8  to  12:  Proceeded  toward  Biloxi,  going  in 
as  close  as  possible.  We  anchored  in  10^  fathoms  water.  Saw  some 
boats  ashore.  At  11:45  the  first,  second,  and  third  cutters  were 
sent  inshore  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  C.  M.  Marchant,  to  capture 
or  destroy  them.  At  4:30  p.  m.  the  boats  returned,  having  been  fired 
upon  by  a  number  of  soldiers.  The  boats  responded  to  firing  briskly. 
No  one  in  the  boats  was  hurt.  At  5  opened  upon  the  house  from 
which  the  boats  were  fired  upon,  with  our  100-pounder  Parrott  and 
fired  6  shell.  At  7: 30  came  to  anchor  off  Ship  Island. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Gertrude,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Cressy,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

commanding. 

September  IS,  1863. — A46:30  p.  m.  anchored  off  Pelican  Inlet. 

September  13. — At  9  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  amongst  the  fleet.  At 
10:15  a  boat  came  alongside  with  dispatches  for  us  to  take  to  the 
Colorado.  Hove  up  anchor  and  proceeded  forthwith.  At  11:45  Mr. 
Newell  went  on  board  in  the  second  cutter.  At  12  o’clock  returned 
with  orders  for  the  Lackawanna.  Three  steamers  engaged  in  shelling 
a  rebel  battery  near  Dauphin  Island.  At  1  p.  m.  hove  up  anchor  and 
ran  down  astern  the  Lackawanna ,  came  to  anchor,  broke  part  of  wind¬ 
lass  gear,  took  dispatches  on  board  the  Lackawanna ,  and  returned. 
The  three  gunboats  still  engaged  with  the  battery. 


Report  of  Major-General  Maury,  C.  S.  Army,  referring  to  the  cargoes  of  the  blockade 

runners  Fanny  and  Alabama. 

Mobile,  Ala.,  September  SO,  1863. 

My  Dear  General:  I  have  not  been  able  to  report  anything  of 
special  interest  to  you  since  you  left  here.  My  scouts  report  no  move¬ 
ment  of  troops  about  New  Orleans  except  down  the  river.  As  they 
have  not  come  here,  nor  to  any  points  under  observation  in  this 
vicinity,  I  think  it  not  unlikely  that  large  forces  are  beng  sent  to 
Texas,  as  the  Yankees  now  say  is  being  done.  *  *  •* 

We  lost  a  fine  cargo  of  Government  supplies  in  the  Fanny.  She 
was  chased  into  Pascagoula  the  other  day  and  burned.  She  reports 
having  seen  the  Alabama  chased  by  a  gunboat.  The  cargo  of  the 
Alabama  was  still  more  valuable  than  that  of  the  Fanny.  The  two 
boats  deposited  in  Havana  450  bales  of  cotton,  which  was  sold  at  36 
cents.  They  may  be  regarded  as  the  last  of  the  blockade  runners,  as 
they  were  the  best  of  them.  *  *  * 

Dabney  H.  Maury, 

Mayor-  General. 

General  Joseph  E.  .Johnston. 
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Letter  from  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  light-house  superin¬ 
tendent ,  Head  of  the  Passes ,  regarding  the  removal  of  a  keeper  for 
suspicious  conduct. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  September  Ilf,  1863. 
Sir:  1  am  officially  informed  by  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  K. 
Ma}'0,  commanding  the  gunboat  Kanawha ,  at  Ship  Island,  that  “This 
morning  (12th)  a  strange  steamer  was  observed  at  anchor  near  to  the 
light-house  at  Chandeleur  Island.  The  distance  and  peculiar  atmos¬ 
phere  did  not  enable  us  to  have  a  very  good  view  of  her,  but  I  was 
satisfied  that  all  was  not  right  with  her  and  the  light-house  keeper 
there.  For  whilst  the  steamer  had  no  flag  flying,  a  flag  was  displayed 
on  the  light-house  keeper’s  windows,”  etc.  This  proved  to  be  a 
Southern  river  steamboat  altered  to  run  the  blockade,  etc.,  and  was 
finally  chased  away  by  some  of  our  cruisers. 

Please  have  another  keeper  appointed  without  delay,  as  the  conduct 
of  the  present  keeper  must  be  enquired  into,  and  be  good  enough  to 
let  the  commanding  naval  officer  at  Ship  Island  know'  when  you  are 
ready  to  make  the  change,  in  order  that  he  may  proceed  in  this  case. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Commdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

M.  F.  Bonzano,  Esq., 

Light-House  Engineer  and  Superintendent, 

Head  of  the  Passes,  Mississippi  River. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 

Mayo,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  light-housekeeper 

at  Chandeleur  Island. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  0rlea7is,  September  Ilf,  1863. 

Sir:  I  received  your  dispatch  of  the  12th  instant  to-day. 

You  will  please  visit  Chandeleur  Island  and  examine  into  the  affair 
of  the  steamer  and  light-house  keeper,  and  his  “showing  a  flag  from 
his  window.”  it  may  admit  of  some  explanation,  considering  your 
distance,  and  the  necessity  for  immediate  action  being  apparent  in 
case  there  was  no  deception. 

I  have  written  to  Mr.  Bonzano  to  appoint  another  keeper  in  his 
place,  in  case  you  find  your  suspicions  confirmed. 

The  suspected  man  and  the  proofs  against  him  should  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  provost-marshal  at  this  place. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Corndg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  K.  Mayo, 

TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Kanawha,  Ship  Island. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy  , 
forwarding  consular  information  regarding  blockade  runners. 

Navy  Department,  September  Ik,  1863. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  extracts  from  consular  dispatches  contain¬ 
ing  notices  of  suspicious  vessels  and  a  description  of  the  rebel  ram 
296,  recently  launched  from  Lairds. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern.  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Captain  Gillis,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movements  of 

certain  vessels. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  September  lk,  1863. 

Commodore:  Lieutenant-Commander  Madigan  will  have  given  you 
information  in  relation  to  affairs  at  Sabine.  I  learn  that  the  Clifton 
and  Sachem  are  not  so  much  injured  as  was  supposed. 

The  Bienville  left  to-night  for  the  Rio  Grande,  etc. 

The  Seminole  to  proceed  to  Sabine  Pass  without  delay  and  relieve 
the  Circassian,  dispatched  there  to  assist  in  blockade  until  arrival  of 
Seminole,  when  she  (the  Circassian ])  will  return  here  for  dispatches, 
etc.,  or  to  you. 

In  haste,  very  truly,  yours, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Cap>tain  and  Senior  Officer, 

Second  Division ,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  West.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 

We  have  some  men  (service  expired)  and  prisoner  under  sentence 
of  general  court-martial  to  send  home  in  the  Circassian  on  her  return 
here. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
DuBois,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Albatross,  to  proceed  to 
blockade  duty  off  Mobile. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  September  If  1863. 

Sir:  Having  taken  in  the  supplies  for  the  Jackson,  proceed  to  Ship 
Island  and  deliver  them  to  the  senior  officer  present,  then  proceed 
forthwith  to  Mobile  Bar  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  there  for  the 
blockade  service. 

1  am,  respectfully, 

Id.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Tiieo.  B.  Du  Bois, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Albatross. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Nary, 
referring  to  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo. 

Navy  Department,  September  If  1863. 

Sir:  The  Department  received  your  No.  12,  enclosing  report  of 
Commander  Woolsey  and  copy  of  your  instructions  to  that  officer  in 
reference  to  the  illicit  traders  at  Matamoras  and  the  Mexican  bound¬ 
ary  line. 

The  stipulation  in  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  by  which  the 
boundary  between  the  United  States  was  begun  in  the  Gulf  3  leagues 
from  land,  is  still  in  force.  It  was  intended,  however,  to  regulate 
within  these  limits  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  parties  to  the  instru¬ 
ment  only,  and  does  not  disturb  international  law  as  regards  other 
powers. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  Henry  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading 

Squadron  pro  tern.  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Pennington ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  J.  P.  Jackson,  to 
proceed  to  Brashear  City. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  11,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  in  the  U.  S.  S.  J.  P.  Jackson , 
under  your  command,  to  Brashear  Cit}T,  Berwick  Bay,  for  the  defense 
of  those  waters  and  to  cooperate  with  the  army  in  that  direction. 
Brashear  City  is  open  by  rail  with  New  Orleans. 

Report  your  arrival  by  telegraph  and  make  known  your  wants, 
sending  over  an  officer  if  necessary. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Corndg.  West  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron,  pro  tern. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  L.  W.  Pennington, 

U.  S.  S.  John  P.  Jackson. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Goldsboroitgh, 
U.  S'.  Navy,  enjoining  'watchfulness  against  surprise  from  Confed¬ 
erate  rams  at  Mobile. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  September  Ij,  1863. 

Sir:  I  sent  you  “extracts  from  consular  dispatches  about  blockade 
runners  and  vessels  fitting  out  in  England  and  Scotland  for  the  rebels.” 
Please  turn  these  over  to  your  relief.  You  will  observe  that  they 
should  have  had  ready  for  sea  some  weeks  ago  two  ironclads  turrets 
and  two  rams,  which  were  intended  for  immediate  use  somewhere, 
either  here,  at  Mobile,  or  Charleston.  Look  out  for  them,  youi  ships 
are  as  good  rams  as  they. 
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I  have  information  through  deserters  from  the  Selma  that  they  have 
five  rams  in  Mobile,  three  of  them  weak.  One,  the  Nashville ,  not 
yet  ready,  and  the  Tennessee ,  a  screw  of  6  heavy  guns,  275  feet  long, 
40  feet  beam,  said  to  be  very  effective.  The  Nashville  is  a  side-wheel 
of  the  same  dimensions.  Look  out  for  a  surprise. 

I  am.  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado ,  Senior  Officer ,  Commanding  off  Mobile  Bar. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Goldsborough , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer  off  Mobile ,  regarding  vessels  for  his  com¬ 
mand. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  If  1863. 

Sir:  The  Albatross  will  report  to  you  for  blockade  duty;  employ 
her  as  you  deem  best.  The  Gertrude  was  sent  to  you  a  few  days  ago 
for  offshore  cruising. 

The  Albatross  will  take  several  officers  to  your  squadron;  among 
them  is  Lieutenant-Commander  Edward  C.  Grafton,  to  relieve  Com¬ 
mander  Macomb  on  board  of  the  Genesee /  Captain  Strong  to  the 

Monongahela. 

An  expedition  was  sent  against  Sabine  Pass,  in  which  we  had  the 
great  misfortune  to  lose  the  Clifton  and  Sachem. 

The  transports  being  out  of  water  and  troops  unable  to  land,  returned 
to  this  river. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado ,  Senior  Officer ,  Comdg.  off  Mobile  Bar. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  Commander 

Henry ,  II.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  16 ,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  relieve  Lieutenant-Commander  John  Madigan  of  the 
command  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Ovjasco  without  delay. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tem. 
Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  U.  S.  marshal  at 
New  Orleans ,  acknowledging  information  regarding  the  liability  to 
attack  of  vessels  at  Quarantine. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  September  16 ,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
date  yesterday,  and  also  the  receipt  of  4  cutlasses,  4  pistol  holsters, 
and  i  pistol,  taken  from  the  prize  schooner  J.  T.  Davis. 
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I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  the  information  you  give  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  vessels  lying  at  Quarantine,  viz,  their  liability  to  be  attacked 
there  by  rebels.  Every  vessel  has  her  prize  crew  on  board,  armed  for 
resisting  such  attacks,  and  Fort  Jackson  would  not  allow  anything 
to  pass  outward  without  being  boarded.  I  am  sorry  I  have  no  vessel 
to  spare  from  blockade  for  protecting  the  quarantine  established  by 
the  military  authorities.  It  is  a  proper  place  for  a  post  of  a  few 
soldiers. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Commanding. 


James  Graham, 

U.  S.  Marshal ,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commodore  Bell , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  requirements  in  connection  with  the  transfer 
of  articles  from  the  Navy  to  the  Army. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Neiv  Yorh ,  September  16,  1863. 

Sir:  In  a  conversation  1  held  with  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  he  sought  to  impress  on  my  mind  the  importance  of  making  the 
Army  require  and  pay  for  all  articles  that  are  transferred  to  them 
by  the  Navy,  and  I  desire  that  you  will  carry  out  his  views  in  that 
particular. 

Very  respectfully,  }mur  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S. — Whenever  we  require  anything  from  the  Army,  the  Secretary 
desires  we  should  make  requisition  and  pay  for  it,  and  the  paymaster 
will  make  requisition  on  the  Department  for  the  money  to  cover  the 
expenditure. 

Respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Hartford. 

Navy  Department,  September  16,  1863. 
Sir:  As  the  Hartford  is  at  the  nav}^  yard,  New  York,  you  will  trans¬ 
fer  her  officers  and  crew  to  the  command  of  Rear-Admiral  Paulding. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  York. 
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[Telegram.] 

Sir:  I  can’t  send  you  to  sea.  It  would  not  count  with  the  quarantine 
master. 

Give  protection  to  the  prizes  there  against  attacks  by  boats. 

Sir  William  Peel  leaks.  Assist  her,  if  she  needs  it,  with  men  and 
pumps. 

Keep  me  informed. 

Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell. 

Captain  Geo.  Wiggin, 

U.  S.  S.  Tennessee ,  Quarantine  Station. 

Forward  to  me  a  copy  of  quarantine  regulations. 


Report  of  Commander  Mullany ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Bienville ,  regarding  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  off  Galveston. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Ter. ,  September  17 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  reporu  my  return  to  this  station  from  the  Rio  Grande, 
having  executed  your  orders  of  the  lfth  instant. 

I  communicated,  on  my  way  south,  with  the  schooner  Kittatinny , 
brig  Bahio ,  and  bark  William  G.  Anderson ,  and  delivered  to  the  latter 
the  recruits  I  had  on  board  for  her. 

The  Seminole  sailed  from  the  Rio  Grande  in  company  with  this  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander. 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

Senior  Officer ,  Commanding  off  Coast  of  Texas. 


Letter  from.  Commodore  Bell ,  IT  S.  Navy ,  to  the  chief  quartermaster 
at  Nero  Orleans ,  requesting  the  services  of  the  prize  steamer  Southern 
Merchant. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  17 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Understanding  that  the  steamer  Southern  Merchant ,  a  naval 
prize  was  loaned  temporarily  to  the  quartermaster’s  department,  and 
observing  that  she  is  not  employed,  I  would  like  to  take  her  in  charge 
for  special  service,  if  it  would  be  convenient  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


H.  H.  Bell, 


Commodore ,  Comdg.West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Col.  S.  B.  Holabird, 

Chief  Quartermaster ,  Department  of  the  Gulf  ',  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  improved  con¬ 
dition  of  health  on  board  the  vessels  of  the  Mobile  squadron. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  18, 1863. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  gunboat  Aroostook,  from  Mobile  Bar,  arrived  in  the 
I’iver  on  the  17th  instant  and  reported  that  no  new  cases  of  fever  had 
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occurred  on  board  of  the  Colorado  within  the  last  twelve  days,  and 
that  the  squadron  on  duty  there  is  in  excellent  health. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Id.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Gillis ,  U.  S.  Navy.,  commanding  off  Galveston , 
regarding  general  matters  pertaining  to  his  command. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  September  18 , 1863. 

Commodore:  I  forwarded  }tou  communications  by  the  Owasco  and 
supply  ship  Circassian ,  also  by  coal  schooner  Argus  Eye  and  bark 
William  Anderson;  some  surveyed  sick  in  the  latter  to  be  sent  North; 
supplied  her  with  water.  She  left  last  evening  for  the  Mississippi. 

Since  yours  of  the  11th  instant,  I  have  not  heard  from  you,  nor  is 
the  Tennessee  here. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  transport  Pocahontas  for  water  and  reinforce¬ 
ments  1  dispatched  the  Bienville  to  Sabine  Pass.  On  her  return  she 
reported  all  the  vessels  afloat  which  had  grounded  and  the  transports 
gone  to  the  Mississippi.  Her  boilers  being  reported  in  bad  condition, 
she  has  hauled  fires  to  repair  and  consequently  did  not  leave  imme¬ 
diately  to  comply  with  orders  south.  When  the  Circassian  arrived 
here  the  Bienville  was  sent  to  the  Rio  Grande  to  order  the  Seminole 
to  Sabine  Pass  and  communicate  with  our  sailing  vessels  cruising  to 
the  southward. 

The  Kittatinny  and  Bohio  touched  here  on  their  way  to  the  stations 
assigned  them  and  were  directed  to  cruise  well  offshore.  The  Bienville 
delivered  to  bark  Anderson  the  men  sent  for  her.  Under  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  condition  of  affairs  at  Sabine  Pass,  it  was  thought  advisable 
she  should  not  visit  Tampico  at  this  time,  but  return  here  and  hence  to 
Sabine  Pass  and  New  Orleans.  Other  leaks  in  boilers  detained  her 
last  night. 

The  Seminole ,  in  want  of  coal,  arrived  about  sunset,  17th  instant; 
sent  to  Sabine  this  morning.  She  reports  having  seized  the  English 
steamer  Peel ,  off  the  Rio  Grande,  and  sending  her  to  New  Orleans  for 
adjudication.  Dispatches  in  her  to  you. 

It  is  probable  you  have  later  accounts  from  Sabine.  I  enclose, 
however,  a  copy  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Dana’s  letter  to  me  dated 
13th  September. 

Two  pilots  who  were  on  board  the  vessels  captured  at  Sabine  by  the 
rebels,  think  the  CliftorCs  machinery  was  injured,  a  shot  having  been 
fired  into  it  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Crocker,  previous  to  sur¬ 
render.  They  state  also  that  Captain  Crocker  objected  to  going  in 
previous  to  landing  of  troops,  but  without  avail,  and  that  the  pro¬ 
gramme  seen  by  them  at  New  Orleans  was  not  adhered  to. 

I  will  direct  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Circassian  to  send  them 
to  you  if  they  have  not  left  for  New  Orleans  by  other  conveyance. 
It  appears  the  expedition  was  under  the  command  of  General  Franklin. 
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I  informed  you  that  the  coal  schooner  off  Sabine  Pass  had  lost  her 
master  by  yellow  fever  and  that  I  had  directed  Lieutenant-Commander 
Dana  to  anchor  her  well  off  or  send  her  to  quarantine  in  Mississippi. 
Coal  will  be  required  there. 

All  the  requisitions  for  provisions  I  have  are  forwarded;  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Dana  may  have  some. 

We  are  discharging  coal  brig  here  when  weather  will  permit;  may 
want  more  soon.  So  rough  this  morning  I  sent  Seminole  without 
waiting  to  add  to  her  coal. 

I  am  awaiting  anxiously  officers  and  men.  Lieutenant-Commander 
Potter  will  leave  in  the  Circassian;  the  medical  survey  held  on  him 
was  transmitted  to  you.  The  acting  master  on  board  New  London  has 
recovered  sufficiently,  1  learn,  to  take  temporary  charge  of  the  vessel. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill,  of  the  bark  Anderson ,  informs  me 
there  are  various  defenses  along  the  coast  of  Texas  from  the  Rio 
Grande  up  to  this  anchorage  and  promised  me  a  list  or  memorandum 
of  them,  but  neglected  to  send  it.  Will  you  please  procure  it  for  me? 

You  are  aware  of  the  number  of  guns  mounted  at  Galveston,  26, 
including  those  casemated. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  two  ironclads  from  the  river  were  not  sent  to 
Sabine. 

From  all  I  can  learn  it  is  most  advisable  to  land  and  take  possession 
of  the  Texas  side  of  the  Rio  Grande.  It  is  said  a  strong  Union  force 
once  established  there  would  receive  many  adherents  from  Northerners 
and  foreigners  settled  in  that  portion  of  the  State  who  are  now,  per 
force  only,  secessionists.  The  transportation  of  cotton  and  war  mate¬ 
rial  across  the  line  could  then  be  checked  altogether.  I  suppose  the 
Granite  City  is  yet  off  the  Sabine.  I  sent  Circassian  there  also,  to 
await  the  arrival  of  Seminole ,  then  to  return  here  for  men  whose  term 
of  service  has  expired,  and  a  prisoner  under  sentence  of  general  court- 
martial  to  be  sent  North. 

Please  send  me  the  sentence  of  Edward  McDonald  if  received,  one 
of  the  crew  of  this  ship,  tried  at  Pensacola. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Capt.  and  Senior  Officer,  Second  Div.  West  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comm,anding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 

P.  S. — 19th.  Letter  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Dana,  of  the  17th 
instant,  enclosed.  Captain  Eaton,  of  Circassian ,  informs  me  that  the 
Clifton  and  Sacliem.  were  seen  from  his  anchorage  and  did  not  appear 
much  injured. 


Letter  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Tampico ,  Mexico ,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy ,  reporting  the  arrival  at  that  place  of  the  vessel  Sarah , 
bringing  cotton  from  Galveston. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Tampico ,  September  19,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  a  small  vessel,  called  the 
Sarah ,  though  surreptitiously  documented  as  a  Swiss  vessel  by  J.  C. 
Kuhn,  esq.,  consul  for  Switzerland  at  the  port  of  Galveston,  arrived 
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at  this  port  on  the  5th  instant,  with  a  cargo  of  140  bales  of  cotton, 
which  was  immediately  delivered  to  an  English  house  at  this  place  for 
transshipment  to  England.  As  usual,  this  vessel  was  forthwith 
invested  with  British  nationality  by  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  consul  at 
this  port,  and  on  the  16th  instant  she  left  here  for  the  port  of  Galves¬ 
ton,  where  another  cargo  of  cotton  awaits  her  for  Tampico. 

Previously  to  her  departure  from  this  port  her  nominal  owner,  Mr. 
David  Jolly,  came  to  this  consulate  and  made  an  energetic  demand  for 
a  license  to  warrant  a  clearance  for  New  Orleans,  which  was  peremp¬ 
torily  and  disdainfully  refused. 

From  a  Mr.  Dempsey,  who  came  from  Galveston  in  the  Sarah,  I 
learn  that  that  vessel  sailed  from  that  port  on  the  3d  of  August  last, 
in  company  with  three  other  cotton-loaded  rebel  vessels,  bound  for 
this  port;  but  as  they  have  not  arrived  here,  it  is  to  be  presumed  they 
are  lost  or  captured. 

The  exemption  of  the  port  of  Matamoras  to  the  restrictions  of  the 
blockade  of  those  Mexican  ports  by  the  French  squadron  under  Rear- 
Admiral  Bosse,  whose  inhabitants  do  not  adhere  to  the  dictatorial 
intervention  of  the  Emperor  of  France,  serves  to  enhance  to  an  alarm¬ 
ing  degree  the  injury  which  French  and  British  smugglers  are  inflict¬ 
ing  on  our  Government  by  the  constant  introduction  of  contraband  of 
war  at  that  port,  as  well  as  to  aid  them  in  bringing  out  of  the  same  and 
the  ports  of  Texas  large  quantities  of  cotton. 

Large  sums  of  money  are  now  in  deposit  in  skillful  hands  in  this 
place  to  facilitate  such  operations.  • 

Yesterday  a  British  iron  steamer,  called  the  Smoker,  while  engaged 
in  loading  "a  British  vessel  outside  the  bar  with  80  bales  of  cotton 
taken  from  the  Sarah ,  was  stranded  on  the  beach,  all  of  which  will  be 
a  total  loss. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  trust  that  1  may  venture  to  suggest 
that  if  it  could  enter  into  your  views  to  cause  our  vessels  of  war  to 
touch  here  periodically,  taking  the  coast  from  Point  Isabel,  [Tex.],  to 
this  port  en  route,  it  would  soon  be  the  means  of  putting  a  final  check 
to  this  forced  trade,  which  has  become  so  extremely  prejudicial  to  the 
power  and  influence  of  our  Government  and  mortifying  to  our  loyal 
countrymen  abroad. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

Franklin  Chase. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  United  States  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant- Commander  Loir, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commandmg  TJ.  S.  S.  Octorara,  to  report  for  duty  at 
New  Orleans. 

Navy  Department,  September  %% ,  1863. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Octorara  to  New  Orleans  and  report 
to  Commodore  Id.  H.  Bell,  or  the  senior  commanding  officer  present, 
for  duty  in  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  W.  Low, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Octorara,  West  India  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Mullany ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Bienville,  giving  the  cause  for  deviation  from  orders  to  proceed  to 

Tampico ,  Mexico. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  September  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honer  to  report  my  arrival  from  off  Galveston  with 
this  ship  under  my  command. 

Subsequent  to  the  reception  of  your  order  of  the  3d  instant,  direct¬ 
ing  me  to  proceed  with  this  ship  to  Tampico  via  Rio  Grande  and  thence 
to  New  Orleans,  I  received  orders  from  Captain  Gillis,  senior  officer 
commanding  on  the  coast  of  Texas  (copies  of  which  are  herewith 
enclosed),  which  required  me  to  deviate  so  far  from  your  instructions 
as  not  to  visit  Tampico  unless  on  my  arrival  at  the  Rio  Grande  more 
important  information  could  be  obtained  in  relation  to  that  place  than 
I  was  previously  in  possession  of. 

I  arrived  at  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  16th  instant,  and  as  no  additional 
information  could  be  obtained  there  I  was  governed  by  Captain  Gil- 
lis’s  order  of  the  14th  instant  in  returning  to  the  station  off'  Galveston. 

My  ability  to  promptly  execute  the  service  required  of  this  ship  has 
been  greatly  impeded  within  the  last  four  weeks  by  many  imperfec¬ 
tions  developed  in  the  boilers,  which  have  rendered  it  necessary  to  haul 
fires  and  blow  off  steam  for  repairs  several  times,  thus  rendering  the 
ship  quite  inefficient  while  off  the  enemy’s  coast. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  .  J.  R.  M.  Mullaney, 

Commander. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  schooner  Kittatinny ,  Acting  Master  L.  D. 

Seyburn ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding. 

September 22, 1863. — Latitude  28°  42'  N.,  longitude  95°  38'  W.  At 
9  a.  m.  saw  a  schooner  to  westward.  Gave  chase.  They  ran  her  on 
the  beach,  set  her  on  fire,  and  abandoned  her.  We  gave  her  several 
shots,  broadside  guns;  some  of  them  went  over  and  struck  the  beach. 
Sent  the  first  cutter  (to  see  if  she  was  well  on  fire)  in  charg’e  of  Mr. 
Jackson,  accompanied  by  Mr.  De  Grosse  and  Mr.  Sprague.  They 
received  a  volley  of  musketry  from  the  shore,  striking  the  boat  in 
several  places,  wounding  John  Hart  in  the  back,  the  ball  passing  clear 
through  him.  Boat  returned,  the  schooner  being  completely  on  fire. 
Made  sail  and  stood  off.  No  surgeon  on  board. 

.  September  2f — At  11  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Galveston.  Lowered 
gig;  commanding  officer  proceeded  on  board  flagship.  At  1:30  p.  m. 
gig  returned  with  captain  and  fleet  surgeon.  At  2:30  p.  m.  sent  the 
wounded  man  on  board  the  Ossipee.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.  lying  at  anchor 
off  Galveston. 
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Capture  of  the  U.  S.  Army  steamer  Leviathan  and  recapture  of  the 
same  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Be  Soto ,  September  08, 1863. 

Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  the  captors. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  September  28,  1863. 
Sir:  At  4  a.  m.  to-day  about  25  men  landed  from  boats  at  South 
W est  Pass  and  captured  screw  tug  Leviathan  and  put  off  to  sea.  She 
stood  to  the  eastward  several  miles  and  was  last  seen  standing  to  the 
southward  and  eastward.  She  draws  between  9  and  11  feet  and  will 
either  make  for  Mobile  Bar  by  night  or  for  Havana.  She  has  no  guns; 
they  are  armed  with  swords  and  pistols. 

Place  the  Eugenie  in  the  channel  above  the  Swash  at  night  to  inter¬ 
cept  her,  giving  her  directions  to  come  out  at  earl}r  dawn. 

I  have  sent  out  the  Tennessee  in  pursuit  and  the ■  Circassian  will  fol¬ 
low  in  chase  immediately. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  LI  lockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 
Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 

U.  S.  S.  Colo'rado ,  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 

[Letter  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  K. 
Mayo,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kanawha ,  off  Ship  Island.] 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  September  21,  1863. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  inform  the  Department  that  at  4  a.  m.  on 
the  22d  instant  some  25  rebels,  or  pirates,  landed  on  the  outside 
marshes  of  the  South  West  Pass  and,  wading  through  mud  and  grass, 
seized  the  screw  tug  Leviathan ,  lying  at  a  coal  wharf  near  that  light¬ 
house,  and  put  to  sea. 

The  Circassian ,  Tennessee ,  and  Aroostook  being  detained  in  quaran¬ 
tine  (although  healthy),  I  telegraphed  them,  being  the  only  available 
vessels  here,  to  go  in  pursuit.  Fortunately,  the  army  transport  Cres¬ 
cent  arrived  at  the  Pass  about  two  hours  after  and  went  in  pursuit, 
having  taken  on  board  from  the  U.  S.  ship  Pampero  Acting  Master 
Edward  Herrick  and  some  of  her  crew.  Shortly  after  the  De  Soto 
met  the  Crescent ,  and,  joining  in  the  pursuit,  the  former  recaptured 
the  Leviathan  about  40  miles  at  sea  and  brought  her  into  this  port. 

The  parties  engaged  appear  to  have  been  regularly  commissioned  by 
the  Confederate  authorities. 

Captain  William  M.  Walker,  commanding  the  De  Soto ,  will  report 
in  full  to  the  Department.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


*See  Series  I,  volume  17,  pp.  556-559. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto,  Commander  W.  M.  Walker,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

September  22,  I860.-  -At  (3  a.  m.  discovered  the  South  West  Pass 
light-house  and  the  shipping  off  the  bar.  Passed  several  sails  stand¬ 
ing  to  the  westward.  At  7  took  pilot  on  board  and  headed  in  for  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  Exchanged  numbers  with  the  U.  S.  bark 
W.  G.  Anderson.  At  7 :  25  the  U.  S.  quartermaster’s  steamer  Crescent 
came  out  and  spoke  us,  giving  us  the  information  that  a  steamer  had 
been  captured  by  rebels  during  the  night  and  had  gone  off  to  sea.  Ran 
off  to  the  southeastward  and  soon  discovered  a  sail  bearing  about  S.  E. 
by  S.  i  S.  Gave  chase  and  ascertained  her  to  be  a  steamer  with  sail 
set.  At  7:  30  South  Pass  light-house  bore  per  compass  N.  E.  by  E. 
and  South  West  Pass  light- house  N.  W.  by  N.  i  N.  At  8  a.  m.  in 
chase  of  the  steamer,  accompanied  by  the  Crescerd.  From  8  to 
meridian  in  chase  of  the  steamer  and  gaining  rapidly.  At  10:30,  after 
firing  three  shell  at  the  steamer,  she  stopped.  Boarded  and  took 
possession  of  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  quartermaster’s  steam 
tug  leviathan ,  which  had  been  captured  by  Acting  Master  David 
Nichols,  C.  S.  Navy,  and  17  men;  who  all  professed  to  belong  to  the 
C.  S.  Navy.  The  captain,  engineer,  and  his  firemen  and  coal  heavers 
were  also  on  board,  the  remainder  of  the  crew  having  been  set  adrift 
9  miles  from  the  Pass.  At  11  the  boat  returned,  and  receiving  the 
report  that  she  was  ready  to  proceed  to  the  Mississippi,  the  boat  was 
hoisted  and  steamed  back  to  the  Mississippi,  accompanied  b}T  the  prize 
Leviathan.  The  Crescent  also  turned  back,  being  astern  at  the  time 
of  the  capture.  At  4  p.  m.  anchored  off  Pilot  Town.  The  prize 
Leviathan  anchored  near  us.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.  the  prisoners  011 
board  the  Leviathan  were  placed  in  single  irons  under  sentry’s  charge. 


Shipping  articles. 


Signature  of  recruit  in  his  own  handwriting. 

Rating. 

Wages  per  month. 

1 

David  Nicola . 

Without  pay. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

2 

Henry  Skinner . 

3 

George  H.  Merryfield . 

4 

E.  Hewett . ' . . . 

5 

John  Bryce . . . 

6 

J.  W.  Ramsay . . . 

7 

.1  erome  Beal’. . 

8 

Wm.  Wisdon . 

9 

John  Thompson . 

. do  . . . 

10 

W.  P.  Cantillon . 

11 

P.  Garrity . 

12 

James  Burroughs . 

13 

Charles  Lang. . 

14 

Walter  Warrelman . 

15 

.Tas.  E.  Rasini . 

16 

Wm.  Connell . 

17 

Oliver  Bavm . 

18 

11.  H.  Gorden . 

F.  D.  Han  scorn . 

Daniel  Marry . 
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Provost-Marshal  Office, 

Mobile ,  August  19,  1863. 

Captain  David  Nicols  anu  crew,  having  been  duly  sworn,  are  hereby 
granted  permission  to  pass  the  forts  and  obstructions  on  their  projected 
voyage  from  this  port. 

J.  C.  Denis,  [seal.] 

Major  and  Provost- Marshal. 
M.  Chester, 

Assistant. 

J.  M.  Spencer, 

Coin  man  ding  Office)'  C.  S.  Steamer  Baltic. 

August  20. 

U.  S.  Prize  Commission’s  Office, 

New  Orleans ,  September  26,  1863. 

A  correct  copy  of  the  shipping  articles  found  on  board  of  the 

Leviathan . 

T.  B.  Thorpe, 

Special  U.  S.  Prize  Commissioner. 

Endorsed:  r^. 

T.  B.  T. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Allen ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Nero 
London. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  September  23,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  and  will 
proceed  by  the  first  public  conveyance  to  Galveston  and  relieve  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Ed.  E.  Potter  (invalided  b}r  medical  survey)  of  the 
command  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  New  London. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  N.  Allen, 

U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  off  Mobile  Bar. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Hamilton, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Commodore. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  September  23,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  IJ.  S.  ship  Vincennes,  and 
will  assume  without  delay  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Commodore, 
employed  in  Mississippi  Sound  and  Lake  Pontchartrain. 

Require  the  officers  in  charge  to  put  you  in  possession  of  all  official 
documents,  charts,  etc. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern . 

Acting  Master  John  R.  Hamilton, 

U.S.  Ship  Vincennes,  Ship  Island. 
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Report  of  Commander  Rolando ,  U  S.  Navy ,  reft erring  to  affairs  at 

Sabine  Pass. 


U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Sabine  Pass ,  September  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Lieutenant-Commander  Dana. 

I  have  directed  him  to  send  to  you  by  the  first  opportunity  to  New 
Orleans  direct,  Daniel  Haggerty,  ordinary  seaman,  and  Peter  Jackson, 
landsman,  two  of  the  crew  of  the  Harriet  Lane  at  the  time  of  her  cap¬ 
ture,  and  whose  reports  of  the  officers  and  crew,  now  prisoners  in 
Texas,  the  letter  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Dana  gives  information 
about. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  liquor  was  given  to  some  of  my  men  by 
persons  on  board  the  coaling  schooner  Manhasset ,  at  this  place,  and  I 
would  request  that  if  another  application  for  charter  is  made  by  her 
owners  it  will  be  refused. 

I  have  to  report  that  I  have  sent  the  U.  S.  S.  Arizona  to  the 
Southwest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  River,  to  there  await  your  further 
instructions.  1  have  retained  the  Granite  City  here  for  your  further 
orders. 

A  good  deal  of  activity  seems  to  pervade  the  people  on  shore  at  the  • 
Pass.  They  are  moving  from  point  to  point  with  pickets. 

The  Clifton  is  still  in  sight  from  the  anchorage ;  also  a  river  steamer 
and  a  three-masted  schooner. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


H.  Rolando, 

Commanded',  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern.,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 
'regarding  orders  given  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Colorado  in  view  of  sickness 
prevailing  on  that  vessel. 


Navy  Department,  September  23, 1863. 

Sir:  Fearing  that  the  sickness  on  board  of  the  Colorado  may  not 
have  disappeared,  the  Department  has  ordered  the  Richmond  to  pro¬ 
ceed  off  Mobile  and  relieve  her.  Captain  Goldsborough  has  been  given 
permission  to  proceed  with  the  Colorado,  on  being  relieved,  to  Port¬ 
land,  Me.,  unless  the  fever  shall  have  disappeared  and  his  proceeding- 
north  is  not  considered  as  a  sanitary  measure.  Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins, 
commanding  the  Richmond,  has  been  directed  to  report  to  you  b}7 
letter. 

Orders  were  yesterday  sent  to  the  Octorara,  of  the  West  India 
Squadron,  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  and  report  to  you;  also  to  the 
Port  Royal,  of  the  East  Gulf  Squadron,  on  being  relieved  by  the  Tioaa 
from  the  West  India  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Squadron  pro  tern.,  New  Orleans. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Goldsborough,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  U  S.  S.  Colorado  Co  proceed  to  Portland,  Me. 

Navy  Department,  September  S3, 1863. 

Sir:  On  being-  relieved  by  the  Richmond ,  which  takes  out  this  com¬ 
munication,  you  are  at  liberty  to  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  frigate 
Colorado ,  under  your  command,  to  Portland,  Me.,  unless  the  sickness 
on  board  shall  have  so  far  disappeared  that  you  do  not  consider  it 
necessary  for  the  vessel  to  come  north  as  a  sanitary  measure. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy . 

Captain  J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Colorado ,  off  Mobile. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Jenkins ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Richmond ,  to  relieve  the  II.  S.  S.  Colorado , 
off  Mobile. 

Navy  Department,  September  S3,  1863. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  all  practicable  dispatch  with  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop 
Richmond  to  Mobile  Bar  and  relieve  the  Colorado ,  reporting  to  the 
senior  officer  present  and  by  letter  to  Commodore  Id.  H.  Bell,  com¬ 
manding  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem.  Trans¬ 
mitted  herewith  are  orders  for  Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 
commanding  the  Colorado ,  which  you  will  deliver  to  him. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

Commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Richmond ,  New  Y</rk. 


Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  of  arrival  off  Mobile  for 
command  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Colorado. 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 

Of  Mobile,  September  Sf  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereby  enclosed,  1  came  to  this  station  in 
the  supply  steamer  Bermuda ,  arriving  here  last  night,  and  have  this 
day  assumed  command  of  this  ship,  relieving  Captain  Goldsborough. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Id.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commodore. 

Commodore  II.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Instructions  from  Commodore  Bell,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Broivn,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Virginia, 
regarding  blockade  duty  on  the  coast  of  Texas. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  La.,  September  Sf  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Galveston  and  report  to  Captain  Gillis, 
commanding  the  blockading  forces  on  the  coast  of  Texas,  for  blockade 
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duty  off  the  coast  from  Galveston  to  the  Rio  Grande,  in  order  to  inter¬ 
cept  the  blockade  runners  and  to  break  up,  if  possible,  the  contraband 
trade  that  is  carried  on  with  the  Rio  Grande.  Descriptions  of  many 
vessels  so  engaged  are  herewith  enclosed,  though  you  must  exercise 
your  judgment  after  search  as  to  whether  they  are  truly  so  engaged 
or  not. 

When  going  down  from  Galveston  look  into  Brazos  River,  Pass 
Cavallo,  and  Aransas,  where  some  cotton-clad  steamers  are  believed  to 
be  for  attacking  the  sailing  vessels  on  blockade,  and  you  will  commu¬ 
nicate  with  the  schooner  Kittatinny  and  brig  Bohio ,  stationed  off 
these  ports.  Thence  proceed  to  Brazos  Santiago  and  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  be  careful  not  to  claim  nor  exercise  belligerent  rights  within  Mexi¬ 
can  waters,  which  begin  at  a  line  drawn  at  right  angles  to  the  coast, 
passing  through  the  middle  of  the  outside  channel  or  bar  of  that  river. 
Everything  to  an  anchor  north  of  that  line,  as  well  as  on  the  high  seas, 
37ou  have  the  belligerent  right  to  visit  and  examine,  and  you  are 
expected  to  exercise  this  right  steadfastly,  without  giving  unnecessary 
annoyance  or  inconvenience,  and  to  send  into  port  for  adjudication  any 
vessel  of  whose  lawful  character  you  may  have  a  reasonable  doubt. 
Vessels  bound  to  and  from  the  Rio  Grande  are  frequently  met  with  on 
the  coast  much  out  of  their  courses;  such  vessels  are  unquestionably 
blockade  runners,  and  should  be  sent  in  for  adjudication,  always  inform¬ 
ing  the  judge  with  exactness  of  their  position  when  seized.  On  that 
coast  it  is  pretty  much  a  question  of  latitude,  always  easily  ascertained. 
Touch  Sabine  Pass  on  37our  way.  Never  approach  a  blockaded  port  at 
night,  unless  you  were  previously  seen  approaching,  and  then  with 
your  lights  distinctly  shown. 

Veiy  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Brown, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Virginia ,  of  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Adams,  U.  S.  Navy ,  explaining  the 
reason  for  expedition  under  fag  of  trace. 

Philadelphia,  September  25,  I860. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  communica¬ 
tion  from  the  Department,  dated  September  22,  1863,  desiring  a  par¬ 
ticular  report  of  the  circumstances  of  my  meeting  a  brother  under  a 
flag  of  truce.  In  reply  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report: 

In  the  month  of  July  two  men,  a  Mr.  Mitchell  and  Mr.  Harrison, 
were  captured  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Clifton.  They  were  released  upon 
parole,  but  neglected  to  take  copies  of  their  paroles  with  them.  Some 
time  in  August  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Harrison,  asking  me  for 
copies  of  the  paroles  to  get  exchanged  with  or  to  prevent  his  being- 
forced  into  the  rebel  army.  By  the  same  boat  I  received  a  note  from 
my  brother,  written  long  before.  Not  being  the  senior  naval  officer, 
I  took  both  letters  to  Commander  Macomb,  who  read  them.  I  asked 
him  to  permit  me  to  give  copies  of  the  paroles  to  the  gentlemen  referred 
to,  that  it  might  keep  them  out  of  the  army  or  get  a  man  in  exchange 
for  each.  I  went  over  to  Mississippi  City  the  next  morning  in  the 
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schooner  Sam  Houston ,  accompanied  by  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster 
S.  Jordan,  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Vincennes.  I  did  not  expect  to  see  my 
brother,  for  I  supposed  he  had  gone  away. 

On  arriving  off  Mississippi  City  I  anchored  and  sent  a  boat  with  a 
flag  of  truce  to  the  end  of  the  long  wharf,  with  Acting  Assistant  Pay¬ 
master  Jordan  in  charge,  to  say  that  if  Mr.  Mitchell  and  Mr.  Harrison 
wanted  to  get  copies  of  their  paroles  I  was  there  to  deliver  them  after 
they  signed  them,  and  if  any  military  officer  was  there  in  command  to 
say  that  if  he  came  alongside  of  the  schooner  I  would  explain  the 
object  of  the  visit.  The  boat  returned  to  the  schooner  with  Mr.  Har¬ 
rison  and  my  brother,  Air.  C.  A.  Adams,  who  said  he  was  in  charge 
of  the  forces  about  there.  I  explained  to  him  that  I  had  come  over  to 
leave  with  Air.  Harrison  and  Air.  Mitchell  copies  of  their  paroles. 
After  signing  and  witnessing  the  paroles  we  sat  down  and  conversed 
a  short  time  and  then  landed  on  the  pier,  walked  up  to  Mr.  Harrison’s 
house,  sat  there  a  few  moments,  and  then  came  back  to  the  schooner 
and  made  sail  for  Ship  Island.  The  whole  time  was  not  much  more 
than  an  hour.  I  reported  to  Commander  Macomb  what  had  trans¬ 
pired  and  was  very  particular  to  do  so  in  detail.  The  commanding 
officer  of  the  Sam  Houston  and  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Jordan 
were  with  me  all  the  time.  The  people  were  civil  to  us  and  nothing 
was  said  that  was  offensive  to  us  as  United  States  officers. 

In  explanation  of  the  Department  not  having  received  a  report  of 
the  affair  I  would  respectfully  state  that  I  reported  to  my  superior 
officer  all  that  transpired,  and  I  did  not  think  it  of  sufficient  impor¬ 
tance  to  make  a  report  of  it  to  the  Department.  In  regard  to  my  going 
with  the  Hag  myself  I  would  say  that  from  the  time  I  took  command 
of  the  Vincennes  I  had  been  confined  closely  to  my  ship  by  duties  and 
had  not  been  out  of  gunshot  of  her.  Having  just  been  relieved  as 
senior  officer  by  Commander  Alacomb,  I  got  his  permission  to  go  in 
the  schooner,  as  much  for  recreation  as  for  anything  else. 

Trusting  that  this  report  and  explanation  will  satisfy  the  Department 
that  no  infringement  of  the  rules  for  the  Navy  or  the  laws  of  the 
country  was  intended  or  executed, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 
Lieutenant -  Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  an  outbreak  of 
fever  on  board,  the  United  States  vessels  at  New  Crleans. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La.,  September  *25,  1863. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  the  Department  that  a  pernicious  fever  has 
appeared  on  board  the  United  States  steamers  repairing  at  this  port, 
from  which  some  deaths  have  ensued.  Some  of  the  cases  have  been 
well-defined  3^ellow  fever,  and  others  are  recognized  here  by  the 
names  of  pernicious  and  congestive  fever. 

I  am  gratified  in  being  able  to  state  that  the  disorder  has  not 
extended  rapidly  nor  far.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  approaching  cold 
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season  will  soon  check  it.  The  vessels  which  have  suffered  most  are 
those  which  have  been  lying  longest  off  the  city,  namely,  storeship 
Fearnot ,  the  tug  Hollyhock ,  and  Pensacola ,  sloop  of  war. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron pro  tem. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington . 


Report  of  Commander  Mtdlany ,  V.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Bienville ,  regarding  the  sanitary  condition  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  September  26,  1863. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  and  recommend  for  your 
favorable  consideration  a  communication  addressed  to  me  by  the  med¬ 
ical  officer  of  this  ship  in  relation  to  her  sanitary  condition,  and  recom¬ 
mending  that  she  be  sent  to  sea  to  cruise  for  the  next  three  weeks  for 
the  better  preservation  of  the  health  of  her  ship’s  company. 

On  consultation  with  the  fleet  engineer  1  learn  that  temporary 
repairs  on  the  boilers  can  be  made  which  will  enable  the  ship  to  keep 
the  sea  for  three  or  four  weeks  without  undue  risk. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander . 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  V.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  disposition  oj 
certain  vessels  of  his  command. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  • September  26,  1863. 

Sir:  After  the  loss  of  the  Clifton  and  Sachem ,  and  not  knowing 
the  extent  of  their  injuries,  I  ordered  up  from  the  Rio  Grande  the 
Seminole ,  Commander  Rolando,  for  blockade  service  off  Sabine  Pass; 
that  vessel,  the  Cayuga ,  and  Granite  City  are  now  on  duty  there. 

I  forward  by  to-day’s  mail  Commander  Rolando’s  report*  of  the 
seizure  of  the  British  Steamer  Sir  William.  Peel. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Virginia ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Charles  H. 
Brown,  commanding,  has  been  sent  to  the  Rio  Grande. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,' 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


*See  p.  568. 
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Letter  from  Commodore  Bell ,  U  S.  Navy ,  to  the  commandant  navy 
yard ,  Pensacola ,  regarding  measures  of  defense  for  that  place. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  September  29,  1863. 

Sir:  The  storeship  Fearnot  is  without  the  spars  which  she  required  of 
you.  They  can't  be  obtained  here  within  a  reasonable  time,  as  the 
timber  is  not  on  market,  and  can  be  had  only  from  the  rebel  domain. 
Be  good  enough  to  have  them  made.  General  Banks  informed  me 
to-day  that  he  will  send  more  troops  to  [Fort]  Barrancas  for  defense 
of  the  navy  yard  and  station  as  soon  as  he  can  find  transportation. 
One  regiment  will  go  immediately.  In  the  meantime,  commodore, 
have  your  vessels  so  placed  as  to  rake  the  approaches  to  the  navy  yard 
walls. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  FI.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  -pro  tern. 

Commodore  William  Smith, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Pensacola. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Bruner,  P.  S. 

Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  September  29,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac  and 
will  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Nightingale  in  Pensacola  Bay. 
I  am,  respectfullv, 

H.  FI.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Acting  Master  E.  D.  Bruner, 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac,  Pensacola  Bay. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-  General  Shep- 
ley,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  a  pass  for  provisions  into  the  insurrec¬ 
tionary  district. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  September  29,  1863. 
General:  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  28th  instant  in 
reference  to  convoying  a  large  supply,  of  provisions  and  dry  goods 
into  an  insurrectionary  district,  and  which  is  under  blockade. 

The  extract  from  the  President’s  order  which  you  have  done  me.the 
honor  to  enclose  to  me  refers  to  places  not  blockaded  by  the  United 

States  forces.  _  ,  . 

Notwithstanding’,  as  you  consider  the  supplies  named  in  the  clear- 
ance  of  the  Christopher  Columbus  as  essential  for  procuring  the  neces¬ 
sary  lumber  required  for  the  army  and  city  of  New  Orleans,  I  will 
cheerfully  give  the  necessary  pass  for  the  provisions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  IF  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Brigadier-General  G.  F.  Shepley, 

Military  Governor  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga ,  Lieutenant- Commander  W.  H. 

Dana,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding. 

September  30,  1863.— Off  Sabine  Pass.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  A  ves¬ 
sel  reported  being  ashore  to  the  westward  of  Sabine  Pass.  Stood  to 
the  westward  and  made  sail.  At  6:10  p.  m.  came  to  with  the  port 
anchor  in  2i  fathoms  of  water  off  the  vessel  ashore. 

October  1. — At  5:30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  in  toward  the 
vessel  ashore,  which  proved  to  be  the  coal  schooner  Manhasset,  of 
Boston.  Saw  a  number  of  cavalry  on  shore;  fired  three  shots  with 
30-pounder  rifle  and  three  with  the  20-pounder  rifle  guns  inshore.  A 
three-gun  batte^  returned  the  tire  from  the  shore.  At  7:30  a.  m. 
.stood  back  for  Sabine  Pass. 

October  <2. — At  5  p.  m.  saw  the  rebel  steamer  Clifton  and  one  of  the 
river  boats  get  underway  from  Sabine  City  and  come  as  far  as  the 
light-house.  At  5:10  got  underway,  went  to  general  quarters,  and  got 
ready  for  action.  At  5:20  piped  down.  At  5:50  came  to  with  port 
anchor. 

October  f — At  9  a.  m.  sent  a  flag  of  truce  into  Sabine  City.  At 
2  p.  m.  the  flag  of  truce  returned  from  shore. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Tibbits,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Arizona,  regarding  property  taken  from 

plantations. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  October  1,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  been  informed  by  Lieutenant-Commander  S.  R.  F ranklin, 
senior  officer  of  the  court  of  enquiry  sitting  on  board  of  the  Arizona, 
that  there  is  a  quantity  of  carpeting  and  furniture  on  board  that  vessel 
which  was  taken  from  plantations  up  the  river.  You  will  have  all 
such  property  on  board  of  the  Arizona  properly  packed  and  contents 
marked  on  the  packages,  together  with  the  name  of  the  estate  or  owner 
whence  it  was  taken,  and  turned  into  the  navy  store,  taking  a  receipt 
for  the  same. 

Respectfully,  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Acting  Master  H.  Tibbits, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Arizona. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S'.  Navy,  to  Acting  Yolunteer  Lieutenant 
lYiggin,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee,  to  cooperate 
with  engineer  officer  in  examination  of  the  Texas  coast. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  October  2,  1863. 

Sir:  Captain  Baker,  U.  S.  Engineers,  will  take  passage  with  you  in 
the  Tennessee  for  the  purpose  of  examining  Brazos  River,  Pass  Cavallo, 
Pass  Aransas,  Brazos  Santiago,  and  Rio  Grande  bars,  and  you  will 
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please  give  him  every  assistance  in  boats,  officers,  and  men  for  accom¬ 
plishing  the  objects  of  his  service,  and  return  to  this  city  as  soon  as 
finished. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  Wiggin, 

Commanding  II.  S.  S.  Tennessee. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  special  service  on  the  coast  of  Texas. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  October'  1863. 

Sir:.  You  will  please  have  the  Tennessee  promptly  discharged  of  the 
provisions  and  stores  on  board  of  her  for  your  squadron  and  allow 
her  to  proceed  down  the  coast  on  special  service.  She  will  return  by 
way  of  Galveston  and  Sabine  without  detention. 

If  you  could  give  me  exact  information  about  the  defenses  at  Brazos 
River  and  that  bar  I  would  be  glad  to  receive  it.  Crone,  the  pilot, 
knows  more  about  that  bar  than  anyone  I  have  seen;  but  we  must 
keep  him  for  the  bay,  unless  we  can’t  find  another  pilot  for  Brazos. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

U.  S.  S.  Ossipee,  Senior  Officer,  Comdg.  off  Galveston. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rolando,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole,  to  furnish  explanation  in 
answer  to  complaints  made  by  the  commanding  officer  of  IT.  B.  M.  S. 
Buzzard. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  October  2,  1863. 

Sir:  In  the  course  of  a  call  which  Commander  Martin,  of  Id.  B.  M. 
steam  sloop  Buzzard,  made  upon  me  yesterday  he  mentioned  vour  hav¬ 
ing  spoken  him  off  the  Rio  Grande,  and  that  after  having  done  so  you 
followed  him  up,  approachimg  “close  alongside  of  him,  your  men 
being  at  quarters  and  tompionS  out,”  in  a  menacing  manner;  also  some¬ 
thing  about  harsh  treatment  of  the  crew  of  the  Sir  William,  Peel  and 
a  letter  which  Captain  Hood,  of  the  Pylades,  addressed  you  on  that 
subject.  As  I  had  no  report  from  you  touching  those  subjects,  1  could 
say  nothing,  and  have  to  request  you  will  inform  me  of  the  particu¬ 
lars  for  the  information  of  the  Navy  Department  if  they  shall  require  it. 

In  the  exercise  of  belligerent  rights  the  Government  requires  of  its 
officers  vigilance  and  firmness  and  that  they  shall  not  abate  any  of  its 
claims  of  visitation  and  search.  At  the  same  time  they  are  expected 
to  observe  a  courteous  deportment,  carefully  avoiding  doing  an}^  act 
which  we  would  not  tolerate  in  others  toward  ourselves. 
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I  have  no  doubt  that  the  incident  referred  to  by  Commander 
Martin  is  a  misapprehension  which  you  will  readily  explain. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  }mur  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Commander  Henry  Rolando, 

XI.  S.  S.  Seminole. 


Report  <>f  Acting  Master  Smith ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Bermuda ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner'  Florrie , 

October  2,  1863. 

U.  S.  S.  Bermuda, 

Philadelphia ,  October  18 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  English  schooner 
Florrie ,  on  the  2d  of  October,  6  miles  from  Matagorda,  Tex.,  purport¬ 
ing  to  be  bound  from  New  Orleans  to  Rio  Grande.  When  boarded  he 
pretended  that  he  did  not  know  his  position  and  thought  he. was  80 
miles  from  the  land.  I  seized  her  as  a  lawful  prize  for  violating-  the 
blockade  and  sent  her  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication.  She  was 
loaded  with  medicines,  wines,  saddles,  and  assorted  cargo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Smith, 

Acting  A  faster,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  appointment  of 
Lieutenant- Commander  Franklin  as  fleet  captain. 


U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  October  3 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  1  have  appointed  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Commander  S.  R.  Franklin  fleet  captain  of  this  squadron,  subject 
to  your  approval. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Franklin  was  ordered  to  the  command  of 
the  Oneida  by  Admiral  Farragut,  but  in  consequence  of  commanding 
officers  having  been  sent  to  the  squadron  by  the  Department,  he  is  at 
present  without  a  command.  The  services  of  an  officer  in  the  position 
to  which  I  have  appointed  him  are  so  necessary  in  this  squadron  that 
I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  do  so. 

1  am,  respectfully, 


Id.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  W est  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  gyro  tern. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Scvrtori ,  IT,  8. 
Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  TJ.  8.  ship  Portsmouth. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  October  3,  1863. 

Sir:  lou  will  proceed  without  delay  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  ship 
Portsmouth  and  assume  command  of  her. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Ii.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Coindy .  Western  Gulf  JBlockdg .  Squadron  pro  tern . 
Commander  Lewis  C.  Sartori, 

_ZV<?r)  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  C.  &  Navy,  regarding  the  disappearance 
°f  fever  on  board  the  U.  8.  8.  Colorado  and  other  vessels. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  October  3 ,  1863. 

Sir:  1  am  happy  tc  inform  the  Department  that  the  fever  which 
appeared  on  board  of  the  Colorado  off  Mobile  Bar,  and  of  the  vessels 
lying  in  this  river,  has  disappeared,  except  a  few  cases  convalescing 
in  the  hospitals. 

The  Colorado  and  Gertrude  were  the  only  vessels  that  took  the  fever 
while  on  outside  blockade.  The  Gertrude  went  into  Pensacola  and  I 
have  no  definite  advices  from  there. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Instructions  from  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commodore 
Thatcher,  U.  8.  Navy,  upon  assuming  the  command  of  the  Mobile 
blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  October  3,  1863. 

Commodore:  I  have  received  your  report  of  having  relieved  Cap¬ 
tain  Goldsborough  of  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  steam  frigate  Colorado 
and  of  the  command  of  the  blockade  off  Mobile  Bar. 

I  am  delighted  to  hear  that  the  fever  has  left  the  Colorado,  and  trust 
it  has  disappeared  from  the  navy  yard,  Pensacola,  where  your  sup¬ 
plies  are  stored.  If  it  shall  continue  there,  dispatch  me  the  Eugenie 
to  the  lake  with  requisitions  for  such  provisions  and  stores  as  may  be 
indispensable  for  the  vessels  on  blockade  off  Mobile. 

You  must  give  me  time  to  charter,  load,  and  battle  against  head 
winds  and  calms.  I  have  no  steamers  to  send.  I  am  loading  a  vessel 
with  700  tons  coal  to  supply  you  at  Ship  Island,  One  was  recently 
sent  there  with  400  tons. 
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The  Genesee  belongs  outside  of  the  sound  and  was  sent  inside  on 
account  of  some  threatened  raid  of  rams  on  Ship  Island,  the  Jackson , 
Calhoun ,  and  Vincennes  being  the  regular  vessels  for  those  waters. 
But  please  bear  in  mind  that  you  are  responsible  for  the  entire 
blockade  there,  as  well  inside  the  sound  as  off  the  bar.-  You  will  dis¬ 
pose  of  the  vessels  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  that  service,  only  it  is 
essential  that  you  keep  the  Jackson  and  Calhoun  in  the  sound  and  in 
sight  of  Grant’s  Pass.  1  have  to  request  you  to  keep  vour  vessels  on 
blockade  as  long  as  you  can;  those  that  you  may  report  broken  down 
will  be  relieved  as  soon  as  vessels  can  be  repaired  here  to  take  their 
places. 

One-fourth  of  the  fleet  are  here  undergoing  repairs,  and  can  be  sent 
forth  but  slowly.  Moreover,  we  are  straitened  for.  officers  and  crews 
and  have  to  rob  the  vessels  not  ready  for  sea  in  order  to  send  out 
those  that  are. 

Look  sharp  for  the  enemy  from  without  as  well  as  from  within. 
Run  down,  commodore,  anything  that  threatens  you  from  outside 
waters. 

No  vessel  can  stand  the  shock  of  any  of  yours  striking  her  at  full 
speed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Block dg.  Squadron  pro  tem. 


Commodore  Henry  K.  Thatcher, 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado ,  off  Mobile  Bar. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Wavy ,  to  Lieutenant  Watson, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  to  report  for  duty  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Hartford. 

New'  York,  October  5 ,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  New  York  and  report  to  me  for  duty  as 
my  flag-lieutenant  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Hartford. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Jno.  C.  Watson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Flag -Lieutenant  of  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher ,  If.  S.  Navy,  requesting  temporary 
relief  steamers  for  the  Mobile  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Blockade  off  Mobile,  October  5,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  only  time  to  write  a  line  to  say  that  we  are  all  in  usual 
health  and  to  beg’  of  you  if  possible  to  give  me  some  relief  steamers  to 
take  the  place,  temporarily,  of  the  Kanawha ,  requiring  repairs  and 
coal;  also  of  the  Lackawanna,  also  out  of  coal,  and  must  be  absent 
three  days  just  as  the  moon  is  growing  small.  Captain  Strong  desired 
to  go  to  New  Orleans  to  coal  and  calk  spar  deck;  he  left  here  just 
before  the  full  moon  and  has  not  yet  returned. 

The  little  Eugenie ,  very  valuable  and  indispensable  as  a  dispatch 
boat,  as  also  for  night  duty  inshore,  requires  a  complete  overhaul  and 
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calking  all  over,  and,  as  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  her  very  soon  into 
port  for  this  purpose,  can  you  not  send  me  a  substitute  for  her  during 
her  absence?  Please  excuse  my  want  of  method,  as  I  hurry  to  get  my 
note  off  by  an  army  transport  en  route  for  New  Orleans. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commodore. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Block, dg.  Squadron ,  etc. ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Acting '  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Brovm ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  l .  S.  S.  Virginia ,  regarding  the  grounds  of  capture  of  the  Brit- 
.  ish  schooner  Jenny. 

U.  S.  S.  Virginia, 

Of  Coast  of  Texas ,  October  6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  6th  instant,  while  this 
vessel  was  lying  on  the  American  side  of  the  boundary  line  which 
separates  Texas  from  Mexico.  I  saw  the  English  schooner  Jenny  get 
underway  from  American  waters  to  proceed  to  sea.  I  therefore  sent 
an  officer  on  board  to  examine  her  papers. 

I  found  her  manifest  was  dated  September  IT,  while  her  log  book 
showed  that  she  did  not  finish  loading  till  October  4.  The  manifest, 
the  Mexican  clearance,  and  the  U.  S.  consul’s  bill  of  health  stated  New 
York  to  be  her  port  of  destination,  but  the  owner’s  letter  of  instruc¬ 
tions  to  the  captain  orders  him  to  stop  at  Nassau  and  there  follow  the 
directions  of  Messrs.  Saunders  &  Son. 

The  English  and  American  consuls’  bills  of  health  specify  six  men 
and  no  passengers,  but  I  found  a  passenger  on  board  named  Louis 
Mund. 

The  provisional  certificate  of  registry  of  the  vessel  specifies  that 
Messrs.  Hale  &  Co.,  merchants,  of  Matamoras,  are  the  sole  and  only 
owners  of  the  vessel;  but  by  the  letters  of  instruction  to  the  captain, 
I  find  that  a  person  by  the  name  of  Charles  Frederic  Jenny  is  the 
actual  owner  of  this  schooner  Jenny. 

I  find  also  an  agreement  between  Julius  Schlickum  (agent  for  Charles 
F.  Jenny,  the  owner  of  the  schooner  Jenny )  and  J.  Johnson,  master  of 
said  schooner,  by  which  the  rate  of  wages  is  fixed  for  the  services  of 
the  captain  on  the  voyage,  and  the  duties  specified  which  he  is  to  per¬ 
form  for  the  said  Charles  F.  Jenny,  owner  of  the  said  schooner  Jenny. 

Upon  these  grounds  I  consider  her  a  lawful  prize,  and  accordingly 
send  her  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication. 

Her  cargo  consists  of  154  bales  of  cotton. 

At  the  time  of  the  capture  we  were  lying  in  T  fathoms  of  water, 
with  the  center  of  the  bar  bearing  bjr  compass  west  by  south;  the 
schooner  Jenny  was  boarded  when  bearing  to  the  north  and  west  of  us, 
distant  about  1^  miles. 

Enclosed  please  find  prize  list  of  this  vessel  at  time  of  the  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Chas.  H.  Brown, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Virginia , 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  deficiency  of 
officers  and  men  in  the  vessels  of  his  command. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  October  6,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith  annexed,  the  deficiencies 
in  the  officers  and  crews  of  this  squadron.  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  in 
sending  a  vessel  to  sea  it  is  necessary  in  every  instance  to  take  officers 
from  those  repairing  here,  and  I  would  further  add  that  there  is  hardly 
a  vessel  in  this  squadron  whose  efficiency  is  not  considerably  impaired 
for  want  of  officers  and  men.  I,  therefore,  respectfully  request  that 
these  deficiencies  may  be  supplied.  I  would  also  state  the  terms  of 
enlistment  of  the  men  r”e  constantly  expiring,  but  I  am  compelled  to 
retain  them  until  their  places  can  be  supplied  by  recruits. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


[Enclosure.] 

List  of  officers  and  men  deficient  in  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  > Squadron . 


Officers. 

1 

Men. 

3 

15 

40 

1 

2 

8 

2 

40 

Acting  ensigns  and  masters . 

Landsmen  . 

Second  assistant  engineers . 

Third  assistant  engineers . 

Coal  heavers . 

Acting  assistant  surgeons . 

Acting  masters’  mates . 

Marines . . 

265 

343 

562 

4 

32 

24 

53 

3 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Latnson ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Granite  City ,  regarding  expedition  for  the  destruction  of  the  British 
schooner  Concordia. 

U.  S.  S.  Granite  City, 

Off  Sabine ,  October  6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  orders  I  left  this  anchorage  at  2  a.  m.  yes¬ 
terday  for  Calcasieu  Pass,  to  ascertain  if  the  English  schooner  Con¬ 
cordia  had  succeeded  in  running  the  blockade  at  that  place,  and  if  so, 
to  either  capture  or  cause  her  destruction.  At  daylight  anchored  off 
the  pass  and  discovered  the  schooner  in  the  bayou,  some  5  miles  dis¬ 
tant.  I  immediately  armed  and  dispatched  first  cutter  and  gig  under 
command  of  Acting  Master  A.  H.  Atkinson  and  Acting  Ensign  Beny 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  or  capturing  her.  The  boats  pulled 
into  the  bayou  and  approached  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the 
schooner,  when  they  discovered  a  considerable  cavalry  force  upon  the 
bank  near  her  anchorage,  but  continuing  to  advance  soon  discovered  the 
schooner  to  be  on  fire,  fore  and  aft.  Having  remained  sufficient  time 
to  be  certain  of  her  destruction,  and  the  cavalry  approaching,  deemed 
it  prudent  to  make  the  best  of  their  way  out;  but.  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  the  object  of  the  expedition  was  fuily  accomplished. 
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It  gives  me  pleasure  to  add  that  Acting  Master  Atkinson  has  been 
in  the  service  since  July,  1861,  and  has  always  been  prompt  and  for¬ 
ward  in  volunteering  for  any  and  every  service  of  this  kind,  and  is 
particularly  energetic  and  zealous  in  the  performance  of  all  his  duties. 

I  would  respectfully  request  you  to  forward  this  report  to  the 
Department,  if  it  meets  your  approbation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Lamson, 

Commanding. 

Commodore  Henry  Rolando, 

U  S.  S:  Seminole ,  Commanding  off  Sabine  Pass,  Texas. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy ,  requesting  instructions  regarding  his  return  to  duty. 

Astor  House,  N.  Y.,  Octobers ,  [1863]. 

Sir:  I  am  informed  by  Captain  Jenkins  that  steam  will  be  gotten  up 
on  the  Richmond  to-da}T,  to  test  the  boilers  and  engines,  and  that  she 
will  be  ready  for  sea  in  two  or  three  days.  The  Hartford  will  not  be 
ready  in  two  or  three  weeks,  if  so  soon.  I  can  sail  in  the  Richmond , 
if  such  is  the  wish  of  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  I .  S. 
Navy ,  to  return  to  duty  in  the  If.  S.  S.  Hartford  when  that  vessel  is 
ready  for  sea  service. 

Navy  Department,  October  7,  1863. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  6th  instant,  the  Department  informs 
you  that  it  does  not  require  you  to  go  out  in  the  Richmond ,  but  desires 
that  you  will  urge  the  preparations  of  the  Hartford  for  sea  service,  in 
order  that  you  may  reach  your  station  by  the  end  of  the  current 
month. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  York. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of 
Construction  and  Repair ,  requesting  direction  in  the  matter  of  the 
raising  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Varuna. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  October  7 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  informed  you  on  the  11th  September  that  Captain  S.  B.  Mil¬ 
ler,  the  agent  of  Bushnell  for  raising  the  Varuna ,  had  informed  me  of 
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his  readiness  to  begin  the  work.  lie  subsequently  examined  her  and 
stated  to  me  that,  he  could  not  obtain  here  the  necessary  means  for  rais¬ 
ing-  her  and  would  have  to  go  to  New  York  for  them,  and  I  have  not 
heard  from  him  since. 

A  few  days  ago,  however,  a  party  with  whom  Admiral  Farragut 
contracted  for  raising  the  wrecks  of  rebel  vessels  sunk  in^  the  river, 
and  who  are  provided  with  the  requisite  conveniences,  informed  me 
that  Mr.  Bushnell’s  agent  has  proposed  to  them  to  raise  the  Varuna , 
and  wished  to  know  if  I  would  sanction  the  contract.  I  told  them  I 
would  not  without  your  direction.  1  think,  however,  this  party  would 
raise  her  promptly. 

In  the  present  stage  of  the  river  the  Varuna  is  quite  accessible. 
When  the  water  rises  she  will  be  submerged  and  more  difficult  to  work 
upon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

John  Lenthall,  Esq., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repa  ir ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Rolando,  TJ.S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  regard¬ 
ing  two  vessels ,  carrying  ammunition  to  the  Confederates ,  discovered 
off  Calcasieu  River. 


U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Sabine  Pass ,  October  13,  1863. 

Sir:  Enclosed  I  forward  to  you  a  report  from  Lieutenant-Commander 
Dana,  of  the  Cayuga ,  of  a  reconnoissance  on  which  I  sent  him  on  the 
morning  of  the  7th,  as  far  as  Merment.au  River,  looking  into  Calcasieu 
on  his  way  there  and  back.  Of  its  successful  result  you  will  see  the 
importance  from  the  destruction  of  powder  on  its  wa}^  to  the  rebels 
in  two  schooners,  which  were  destroyed  by  Lieutenant-Commander 
Dana. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  rebels  are  supplied  through  these  two  inlets 
with  quantities  of  arms  and  ammunition. 

I  would  request  that  another  vessel  be  added  to  this  blockade  for  the 
express  purpose  of  enabling  me  to  spare  one  to  cruise  up  and  down 
the  coast  as  far  as  these  passes  and  stop  the  supply  of  arms  and  powder 
which  is  finding  its  way  into  Texas  through  these  facilities. 

The  rebels  in  Sabine  Pass  have  the  Clifton  and  Sachem  in  working 
order.  We  see  them  daily  moving  up  and  down  the  pass  under  steam, 
and  besides  them,  four  cotton  boats.  So  you  will  see  that  none  of  my 
present  force  can  be  spared  from  here  without  weakening  that  left  too 
much,  and  1  would  request  that  another  vessel  might  be  added  to  the 
present  force  here,  as  the  rebels  outnumber  us  two  to  one,  now  that 
the  Clifton  and  Sachem  are  in  working  order. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


H.  Rolando, 

Commander ,  II.  S.  Navy. 


Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Cayuga, 

Off  Sabins  Pass ,  Tex. ,  October  5,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant, 
while  oil'  Calcasieu  River,  Louisiana,  saw  a  schooner  and  a  sloop, 
both  under  sail,  and  both  some  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
near  the  lake.  While  watching  their  movements,  made  a  sail  to  the 
eastward  and  stood  for  her  (a  schooner  trying  to  get  into  Mermentau 
River).  I  fired  several  shots,  some  of  ivhich  fell  near  her.  She  went 
ashore  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  beach  and  dropped  her  main 
peak.  1  manned  and  lowered  boats,  and  at  that  time  another  sail  was 
made  on  our  starboard  bow  to  the  eastward.  I  sent  one  boat  to  the 
vessel  which  was  already  aground  and  stood  for  the  other  sail,  which 
was  working  inshore,  the  wind  offshore.  A  rain  squall  came  up  and 
for  a  time  I  lost  sight  of  her.  When  the  weather  cleared  up  I  saw 
she  was  quite  a  large  schooner  and  in  range  of  bow  gun.  After  firing 
one  shell,  which  struck  very  near  her,  she  immediately  went  about 
and  the  next  moment  blew  up,  leaving  nothing  in  sight  but  some 
burning  fragments.  How  she  could  go  about  in  the  manner  she  did 
without  some  person  on  board  1  can  not  imagine.  Her  boat  was 
shortly  afterwards  discovered  halfway  inshore.  At  the  time  of  the 
explosion  the  Cayuga  was  within  three-fourths  to  1  mile  of  her,  and  I 
judge  she  must  have  had  a  large  amount  of  powder  on  board,  from 
the  concussion  and  great  cloud  of  smoke  which  hung  over  her,  and 
her  being  blown  to  atoms. 

I  immediately  stood  into  2  fathoms  water,  as  near  as  I  could 
approach  the  other  vessel,  which  proved  to  be  the  Pushmataha ,  from 
Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  rum,  claret,  and  gunpowder.  On  our  boat’s 
crew  getting  on  board  of  her,  it  was  discovered  that  she  had  been  set 
on  fire  by  her  crew,  which  had  left  her  a  few  minutes  before  and 
were  pulling  for  the  shore.  One  of  a  number  of  kegs  of  powder  had 
been  opened,  and  a  match,  which  was  inserted  in  the  hole,  was  on 
fire;  this  was  taken  out  and,  with  the  keg,  thrown  overboard  by 
Thomas  Morton,  ordinary  seaman.  The  cargo  was  all  taken  out  by 
boats,  and,  after  working  until  4  p.  m.  trying  to  heave  her  off  with 
an  anchor,  finally  set  fire  to  her,  leaving  2  kegs  of  powder,  which 
blew  the  after  part  of  the  vessel  to  pieces  and  burned  her  to  the 
water’s  edge.  The  English  ensign  was  found  on  board  the  Pushma¬ 
taha ,  also  her  papers.  Her  muster  roll,  which  contained  the  names 
of  2  Englishmen,  1  Italian,  and  1  Portuguese,  was  dated  Havana, 
September  22,  1863,  and  was  signed  by  John  V.  Crawford,  her 
Britannic  Majesty’s  acting  consul-general  in  Cuba. 

The. powder  found  on  board  was  of  French  manufacture  (10  kilo¬ 
grams  to  the  keg). 

A  few  articles  which  are  very  necessary  to  the  vessels  of  the 
squadron  have  been  retained  and  distributed.  The  spirituous  liquors 
will  be  sent  to  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  IT.  Dana, 

Lieutenant- Commander  Commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Cayuga. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Mullaiiy,  JJ.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bienville,  to  proceed  to  New  1  ork. 

IJ.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  October  8 ,  1863. 

Sir:  The  boilers  of  the  Bienville  requiring  extensive  repairs,  you 
will  proceed  in  the  Bienville  to  the  navy  yard,  New  1  ork,  for  the 
needful  repairs,  and  report  your  arrival  there  to  the  honorable  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  1  Vest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Commander  J.  11.  M.  Mullany, 

Commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Bienville ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  departure  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Bienville  for  New  York. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  October  8 ,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Bienville ,  under  the  command  of  Commander  J.  P.  M. 
Mullany,  requiring  extensive  repairs  which  can  not  be  done  here  for 
want  of  materials,  has  been  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  navy  yard,  New 
York,  for  the  needful  repairs,  and  will  start  to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

✓ 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  joro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  IT  S.  Navy,  regarding  sanitary  conditions 
in  the  squadron  under  his  command. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  October  8, 1863. 

Sir:  1  would  respectfully  inform  the  Department  that  the  malady 
which  has  affected  some  of  the  vessels  at  this  port  still  continues  to 
manifest  itself,  though  in  a  rather  milder  form  since  the  weather  has 
become  cooler.  There  are  not  so  many  fatal  cases  as  at  its  first 
appearance. 

The  Pensacola,  Estrella ,  Pinola ,  Fearnot ,  and  Hollyhock  are  the 
only  vessels  that  have  been  infected.  1  am  happy  to  state  that  the 
fever  has  disappeared  entirely  from  the  Colorado  and  that  the  block¬ 
ade  off  Mobile  is  in  a  good  sanitary  condition. 

The  reports  from  Pensacola  Bay  have  been  so  unsatisfactory  that 
I  can  write  nothing  definite  about  the  health  of  the  vessels  there, 
although  I  understand  they  have  suffered  quite  severely. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern  . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  improved  sani¬ 
tary  conditions  on  hoard  the  U.  S.  S.  Colorado. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  October  8, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  fever 
has  entirely  disappeared  from  the  Colorado ,  and  there  appears  to  be 
no  sufficient  reason  for  sending  her  north  as  a  sanitary  measure  at  this 
time,  althoug’h  I  think  it  should  be  done  in  the  course  of  the  coming- 
winter,  in  order  to  effectually  disinfect  the  ship  in  anticipation  of  next 
summer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Endorsement.] 

Direct  the  Colorado  to  arrive  in  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  about  the  1st 
of  February,  1864.  [G.  Y.  F.] 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Clark,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  his  capture, 
October  8,  1863 ,  imprisonment,  and  parole. 

Middletown,  Conn.  ,  October  35,  186. f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  8th  of  October,  1863, 
while  attached  to  the  U.  S.  schooner  John  Griffith ,  Acting-  Master 
Henry  Brown,  commanding,  off  Big  Bayou  [Bayou  Grande],  Pensacola, 
Fla.,  I  was  sent  ashore  for  the  purpose  of  getting  spars  for  boat,  tak¬ 
ing  with  me  the  dingey  and  Sylvester  Comither  (captain’s  cook,  col¬ 
ored).  While  there  I  discovered  the  enemy  and  immediately  jumped 
into  my  boat  and  pulled  for  the  vessel.  When  about  30  feet  from  the 
shore  the  enemy  came  down  and  ordered  me  to  surrender,  threaten¬ 
ing  to  shoot  me  if  I  did  not  comply.  Seeing  no  chance  to  escape  1 
surrendered  myself  and  man  prisoners  of  war  to  Brigadier-General 
Clanton,  C.  S.  Army.  1  was  taken  to  Mobile,  and  left  on  the  20th 
for  Richmond,  Va.,  leaving  Sylvester  Comither  there,  and  have  not 
seen  or  heard  of  [him]  since. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  1864,  I  was  paroled  at  Richmond,  Va.,  and 
arrived  inside  of  our  lines  on  that  date. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robt.  M.  Clark, 

Acting  Ensign,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  commandant  Pensacola  navy  yard,  regarding  capture  of 
Acting  Ensign  Clark,  U.  S.  Navy,  from  U.  S.  schooner  John  Grif¬ 
fith,  October  8,  1863. 

Commandant’s  Office, 

Navy  Yard,  Pensacola ,  Eft. ,  October  13,  1863. 
Sir:  In  the  evening  of  the  8th  instant  I  received  a  note  from  Colo¬ 
nel  [William  C.]  Holbrook,  the  commanding  officer  at  Barrancas, 
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informing  me  that  late  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  had  attacked  his 
pickets,  and  after  a  short  skirmish  retreated  into  the  woods;  he  judged 
their  force  to  be  about  200;  he  thought  they  were  feeling  the  positions 
of  the  negro  pickets. 

On  the  next  day,  the  9th,  late  in  the  afternoon,  another  but  slighter 
attack  was  made  on  the  pickets  near  Barrancas  with  musketry,  which 
was  answered  by  musketry  and  a  few  discharges  from  howitzers.  The 
commanding  officers  of  our  vessels  anchored  off  the  mouth  of  the  Big 
Bayou  [Ba3Tou  GrandeJ,  hearing  the  firing,  and  thinking  some  of  the 
enemy  might  be  in  the  thick  woods  on  the  north  side  of  the  ba3rou, 
fired  a  few  shot  and  shell  in  that  direction,  but  without  any  good 
result,  as  no  enemy  was  there;  the3r  had  been  gone  some  hours,  as  we 
have  since  learned. 

On  the  9th  [8th],  in  the  forenoon  Mr.  Robert  M.  Clark,  acting  ensign 
on  board  the  schooner  John  Griffith,  one  of  the  vessels  lying  off  the 
bayou,  was,  with  a  negro  man,  ordered  on  shore  on  the  south  (our)  side 
the  ba3Tou  to  cut  a  sapling  for  boat’s  mast.  They  crossed  over  to  the 
north  (enemy’s)  side,  where  the3T  were  captured,  as  was  also  a  man 
known  as  “Old  Tom,”  who  lived  near  the  mouth  of  the  bayou. 

Yesterday,  the  11th  instant,  “Old  Tom”  returned  and  informed  the 
officers  at  the  bayou  that  the  enemy’s  force  was  1,000  infantry,  under 
the  immediate  command  of  Brigadier-General  Clanton,  whose  head¬ 
quarters  are  at  Pollard,  about  50  miles  from  here.  On  leaving  the 
vicinity  of  the  bayou  on  the  9th  instant,  they  proceeded  toward  Pol¬ 
lard,  and  halted  at  a  picket  station  about  16  miles  from  Pensacola, 
where  were  500  cavalry.  At  this  place  “Old  Tom”  was  released. 

The  troops  had  no  provisions  except  what  the37  carried  in  their  hav¬ 
ersacks,  and  could  remain  but  a  very  short  time.  What  was  the 
object  of  their  visit  I  am  unable  to  say. 

If  it  was  for  a  reconnoissance  the3T  have  learned  that  any  attack 
made  on  this  place  without  artillery  must  fail;  and  if  the3T  make 
another  attack  they  will  probabl3T  be  furnished  with  that  arm. 

It  is  reported  that  Clanton  said  he  was  only  after  the  negro  soldiers; 
that  he  would  not  fire  on  the  white  pickets,  but  that  everj7  black  picket 
that  could  be  seen  would  be  shot. 

A  regiment  of  negro  infantry,  500  strong,  was  sent  here  a  short 
time  since  from  New  Orleans,  and  another  regiment  of  the  same  kind 
is  expected  in  a  few  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Smith, 

Com m odore ,  Corrmandin g. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U  S.  schooner  John  Griffith ,  Acting  Master 
H.  Brown ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding. 

October  8,  1863. — At  11:30  Mr.  Clark  and  Comither  went  on  shore 
to  cut  boat  masts.  At  4  p.  m.  Mr.  Clark  and  Comither  not  returning, 
sent  the  second  cutter  close  in  to  shore  to  learn  something  of  them. 
Boats  returned  without  any  word  of  them.  From  6  to  8  got  the 
schooner  in  position  for  shelling  the  shore.  At  8  sent  boat  to  the  navy 
yard  with  letter  to  the  flag-officer.  At  8:30  cast  loose  our  guns. 
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Learned  that  Mr.  Clark,  executive  officer,  and  Sylvester  Comither  had 
been  captured  at  12  noon  by  the  rebels. 

October  9. — At  12:30  a.  m.  the  pickets  on  shore  tired  a  musket.  From 
8  to  12  noon:  Manned  and  armed  the  first  cutter  and  sent  ashore  to 
bring  off  the  skiff  left  by  Mr.  Clark.  From  1  to  6  p.  m. :  Heard 
.skirmishing  in  the  woods.  Went  to  quarters  and  fired  three  6-inch 
shell  from  port  broadside.  Then  opened  with  the  mortar  and  fired 
four  13-inch  shell.  It  appeared  quiet  on  shore.  Ceased  firing.  At 
7 :30  p.  m.  the  Jasmine  and  Bloomer  came  up  and  took  position  ahead 
of  us.  Our  pickets  on  shore  signaled  that  the  enemy  were  crossing 
the  bayou.  Opened  with  the  broadside,  fired  twenty  6-inch  shell  and 
consumed  160  pounds  of  powder.  At  8:30  p.  m.  opened  with  the 
mortar  and  fired  three  shell. 

October  11. — From  12  to  1  p.  m. :  Sent  a  flag  of  truce  on  shore  to 
communicate  with  “Old  Tom,”  who  had  been  captured  with  Mr. 
Clark.  He  had  been  released  and  brought  a  letter  from  Mr.  Clark. 
Sent  to  the  navy  yard  to  get  the  commodore’s  approval  to  send  Mr. 
Clark’s  and  Comither’s  clothing. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  trans¬ 
mitting  consular  information. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  October  9,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  jmur  information 
concerning  the  maritime  operations  of  the  insurgents,  a  dispatch  (No. 
156)  received  from  our  consul  at  Liverpool. 

Agreeably  to  your  request  of  to-day,  I  enclose  also  a  dispatch  dated 
May  23,  1863,  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  London  in  reference  to  the 
Sir  William  Peel  and  other  vessels. 

I  will  thank  you  to  return  the  dispatches. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward, 

[, Secretary  of  State.} 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosures.] 


United  States  Consulate, 

London ,  May  % 3 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  received  the  accompanying  letter  last  evening,  and  the  infor¬ 
mation  it  contains  about  the  Rio  Grande  trade,  the  Edward  Hawkins, 
etc.,  is  of  interest  to  be  made  known  to  the  Nav}r  Department.  1 
therefore  forward  it  to  j'ou. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  Morse. 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

p.  g# — When  W.  F.  some  time  since  told  me  about  McKay,  I 
enquired  if  he  would  go  to  New  Tork,  and  was  told  that  it  was  his 
wish  to  go  there  and  make  it  his  home,  and  I  think  I  have  arranged  to 
send  him  off  there  with  but  little,  perhaps  no  expense  to  us. 
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w.  F.  seems  to  have  but  little  idea  of  the  strength  of  the  evidence 
required  to  take  a  ship  at  sea,  but  I  have  hardly  a  doubt  but  that  his 
statement  about  the  two  ships  is  true.  Both  vessels  are  large  and  do 
not  draw  less  than  17  or  18  feet  of  water,  consequently  can  not  lay 
within  7  or  8  miles  of  the  Mexican  coast.  From  where  they  will  lay 
they  will  send  their  cargoes  to  Texas. 

J  F.  H.  M. 


[Subenclosures.] 

Liverpool,  England,  May  22,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  You  may  safely  order  the  departments  at  home  to  cap¬ 
ture  the  steamers  Sir  William  Peel  and  th e,  Edward  LLawkins.  I  have 
to-day  obtained  conclusive  evidence  of  all  I  have  written  about  them, 
and  this  man,  McKay,  who  was  the  carpenter  on  the  Ilawkins,  must  go 
to  New  York. 

I  paid  a  visit  to  Laird’s  yard  to-da}r  and  both  rams  are  getting  on 
finely;  the  one  that  was  behindhand  will  be  brought  up  with  the  other; 
putting  the  timber  on  both.  1  have  obtained  evidence  beyond  all  cavil 
as  to  who  they  are  for,  viz,  the  rebels  of  the  South. 

Yours,  etc., 

W.  F. 

American  Consul, 

London. 


Liverpool,  England,  May  22,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Gladiator  is  up  for  Matamoras,  loading  for  the 
rebels,  taking  no  other  freight.  I  say  she  is  up  for  Matamoras;  that 
is,  her  advertisement  says  so,  that  is  all  the  Matamoras  she  is  loading 
for.  Will  write  you  more  about  her. 

1  had  a  talk  last  evening  with  McKay.  He  knows  a  great  deal  more 
than  I  thought.  I  mentioned  the  fact  of  the  Hawkins  taking  a  load  of 
cotton  from  Brownsville,  Tex.,  to  Havana,  Cuba,  and  last  evening 
McKay  tells  me  that  she  carried  back  from  Havana  to  Brownsville, 
Tex.,  a  load  of  arms,  ammunitions,  etc.,  made  up  into  square  cases  and 
covered  over  with  gunny  bagging,  and  it  was  passed  off  to  those  seeing 
it  go  aboard  as  gunny  bags.  It  was  stowed  in  the  main  hold,  over 
which  the  Hawkins  has  a  platform  or  additional  deck,  on  the  which  at 
that  time  for  a  blind  he  covered  with  fruits,  oranges,  etc.,  and  now  at 
this  time  she  has  that  platform  covered  over  with  coals,  and  under  that 
platform  now  at  this  time  (wherever  the  Edward  Hawkins  is)  she  lias  a 
cargo  contraband  rebel  goods.  You  can  report  her  or  not  as  you  like. 
I  have  done  all  I  can  do  in  the  premises — that  is,  to  detect  and  report 
her  and  the  Peel.  There  are  other  vessels  gone  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  no  doubt  the  rebels  will  get  the  best  part  of  the  cargoes 
they  take  out,  but  I  know  nothing  in  relation  their  being  Confederate 
vessels,  but  in  these  two  cases  I  know  it  and  can  and  will  go  into  the 
prize  court,  and  hence  I  am  attending  so  closely  to  this  man  McKay. 
How  do  you  like  the  news  this  morning? 

Yours,  etc., 

W.  F. 


American  Consul, 

London. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Beei's,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Penguin. 

Navy  Department,  October  9 ,  1863. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Penguin  with  all  practicable  dis¬ 
patch  to  New  Orleans  and  report  to  Commodore  H.  IT.  Bell,  or  the 
senior  commanding-  naval  officer  present,  for  duty  in  the  Western 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Beers, 

Commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Penguin ,  Baltimore ,  Aid. 


Request  from  Major-  General  Banks ,  IT.  S.  Army ,  to  Commodore  Bell, 
IT.  S.  Navy,  for  the  cooperation  of  tin-clads  in  Berwick  Bay. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  October  9,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  just  received  a  tele¬ 
gram  from  Brigadier-General  Charles  P.  Stone,  chief  of  staff,  to  the 
effect  that — 

Should  any  tin-clad  boats  from  Admiral  Porter’s  fleet  arrive,  the  major-general 
commanding  desires  that  the  commanders  he  requested  to  come  around  immediately 
to  Berwick  Bay,  to  cooperate  with  the  army  in  present  and  impending  operations. 

I  would  respectfully  request  that  you  be  kind  enough  to  notify  them 
of  this  request  upon  their  arrival,  so  that  no  time  may  be  lost. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[J.  Schuyler  Crosby], 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Senior  Officer  in  Command, 

IT.  S.  Squadron,  at  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Captain  Dunham,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Brigadier-  General 
Stone,  IT.  S.  Army,  on  his  return  from  an  interview  with  Rear- 
Admiral  Porter ,  IT.  S.  Navy,  at  Cairo,  111. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  October  9,  1863. 

General:  When  I  arrived  at  Cairo,  Rear-Admiral  Porter  informed 
me  that  he  had  already  sent  down  three  tin-clads,  but  said  that  he 
deemed  it  unnecessary,  as  well  as  impracticable,  at  the  present  time  to 
send  any  ironclads  into  this  department,  because  of  the  low  stage  of 
the  Mississippi.  Lieutenant  [J.  Gales]  Ramsay  leaves  this  morning 
for  headquarters.  I  will  forward  dispatch  by  him,  and  start  myself 
to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  T.  Dunham, 

Captain  and  Aid-de-camp. 

Brigadier-General  Charles  P.  Stone, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
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Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  II.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy , 

regarding  vessels. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  October  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  sent  the  Arizona  to  you  for  such  blockade  service  as 
you  may  deem  advisable.  She  will  take  down  the  articles  demanded 
by  the  requisitions  of  your  vessels;  also  six  firemen  for  the  Ossipee. 

The  Owasco  will  be  ready  for  sea  in  about  two  weeks  and  shall  be 
sent  to  you. 

Your  broken-down  vessels  shall  be  relieved  as  fast  as  vessels  can  be 


repaired  and  sent  out. 

You  will  please  bear  in  mind  that  I  have  no  superfluity  of  vessels 
to  take  the  places  of  others  as  they  give  out. 

I  would  also  state  that  I  have  neither  officers  nor  recruits  for  distri¬ 
bution,  but  will  gladly  supply  deficiencies  as  the  recruits  arrive.  It 
is  painful  to  keep  men  beyond  their  times,  but  it  is  unavoidable,  unless 
recruits  are  sent  out  to  take  their  places;  the  blockade  must  be  main¬ 
tained. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  remarkable  document  from  the  crew  of  the 
New  London ,  which  you  will  please  have  investigated.  It  came  to  me 
by  the  Bermuda ,  but  is  endorsed  by  no  officer.  Please  return  it  to 
me  when  you  have  done  with  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 


Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

U.  S.  S.  Ossipee ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Blockading  Forces, 

Coast  of  Texas. 


Report  of  Captain  Gillis ,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  observations  made 
on  a  cruise  on  the  coast  of  Texas. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  October  1%,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Tennessee  returned  this  afternoon  and  will  leave  for  Sabine 
Pass  and  New  Orleans  as  directed. 

Captain  [J.  S.  J  Baker,  U.  S.  Army,  informs  me  his  reconnoissance  has 
been  very  satisfactory.  I  enclose  observations  of  Pilot  Crone. 

Am  yet  in  doubt  of  efficiency  of  pilots  mentioned  in  former  letter. 

1  have  written  to  Commander  Rolando,  enquiring  wh}T  he  sent  the 
Arizona  to  New  Orleans  and  had  not  communicated  with  me  since  his 
arrival  off  Sabine  Pass. 

We  are  greatly  in  want  of  vessels  (steamers)  on  this  blockade. 

The  Tennessee  chased  and  caused  to  be  burned  a  contrabandist  with 
a  quantity  of  powder  on  board.  She  has  a  small  schooner  in  tow, 
captured  to  the  southward  (arms  and  ammunition). 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans, 
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[Enclosure.] 

Statement  of  Pilot.  Crone  on  return  of  the  Tennessee  from  cruise  down  the  coast  October  12 

1863. 

Chi  Bio  Grande  Bar. — Found  4  feet  4  inches  water;  no  fortifications. 
Boca  Ghica. — Nine  feet  of  water  within  30  yards  of  shore;  supposed 
to  be  2  feet  on  the  bar.  Saw  two  shanties  and  one  tent  and  some  men 
on  horseback  there. 

Brazos  Santiago. — Nine  feet  of  water  on  bar;  no  fortifications.  Five 
miles  farther  northwest,  at  Point  Isabel,  fortifications  by  light-house; 
2  guns. 

Aransas  Pass. — Three  guns,  32-pounders,  on  the  point;  one  rifled. 
On  another  mound,  interior,  are  two  more  guns. 

Pass  Cavallo. — W  orks  about  2  miles  back  of  light-house,  on  south 
side;  3  guns. 

Bra  zos  Biver. — On  San  Luis  side,  3  guns  mounted  and  outworks 
thrown  up. 

San  Buis  Pass. — No  fortifications.  One  new  house  with  porthole 
and  lookout  on  top,  supposed  to  be  25  feet  high,  near  Galveston  Point. 


Beport  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Beers ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  stating  the 
cause  of  his  delayed  departure  for  the  West  Gulf  Squadron.  ' 

U.  S.  S.  Penguin, 

Off  Point  Lookout ,  Potomac  Biver ,  October  1 2,  1863 — 1  a.  m. 

Sir:  I  left  Baltimore  yesterday  morning,  in  obedience  to  orders,  for 
the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  on 
account  of  report  made  to  me  by  the  chief  engineer  of  this  vessel,  that 
the  cut-off'  eccentrics  became  loose  and  the  machinery  in  general,  I 
was  obliged  to  stop  here  for  the  space  of  twenty-four  hours  to  repair 
the  same.  At  the  expiration  of  the  above- specified  time  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  resume  my  voyage. 

Very  respectfully,  j^our  obedient  servant, 

James  R.  Beers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  P.  C. 


Beport  of  Commodore  Thatcher ,  II  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  chasing 
ashore  of  a  steamer ,  supposed  to  be  the  Alice ,  at  Fort  Morgan ,  by 
U.  S.  steamers  Kanawha  and  Eugenie. 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile  Bar ,  October  1 2,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  this  morning,  as  soon  as  it  became 
light  enough  to  see  the  beach,  a  small  steamer  was  discovered  aground 
directly  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan,  and  a  river  steamer  was 
apparently  trying  to  assist  her  off.  The  night  and  morning  had  been 
dark  and  rainy,  so  much  so  that  objects  were  not  visible  a  mile.  As 
soon  as  this  little  steamer  was  discovered,  Lieutenant  Miller,  executive 
officer  of  this  ship,  was  dispatched  in  the  tender  Eugenie  to  reconnoiter, 
and  Lieutenant-Commancfer  Mayo,  with  the  Kanawha  (he  being  the 
inside  vessel),  also  got  underway  for  the  purpose  of  attacking,  and  did  so 
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in  a  very  gallant  manner;  but  his  guns  being  of  short  range,  compared 
with  those  upon  the  fort,  and  he  was  obliged  to  approach  so  near  the 
enemy  in  order  to  hull  him,  that  he  was  hulled  himself  by  the  fort, 
receiving  an  8-inch  solid  shot  in  his  starboard  side  forward  of  his 
smokestack,  which  struck  the  end  of  one  of  the  main  beams  which  sup¬ 
ports  the  deck  under  her  pivot  gun,  bruising  and  ragging  the  beam  very 
much,  also  displacing  two  carlines  and  starting  the  hanging  knee  which 
secured  the  beam,  and  destroying  the  contents  of  the  dispensary  and 
cutting  a  splinter  from  the  foremast.  Fortunately  no  one  was  hurt. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Mayo,  however,  kept  up  a  heavy  tire  upon  these 
vessels,  both  before  and  after  the  accident,  driving  the  tug  inside  the 
point  for  shelter.  He  did  not  retire  until  it  became  evident  that  his 
guns  were  of  too  short  range  to  destroy  the  steamer  without  a  cer¬ 
tainty  of  losing  his  vessel.  In  the  meantime  the  little  Eugenie ,  under 
Lieutenant  Miller,  although  covered  with  shot  from  the  fort,  kept  up 
a  constant  fire  from  her  field  howitzers  and  retired  only  with  the  Ka¬ 
nawha.  It  was  believed  that  the  150-pounders  of  the  Lackawanna  and 
the  Genesee  would  be  able  to  reach  the  enemy  out  of  range  of  the 
forts,  and  the  attempt  was  accordingly  made,  but  before  they  could 
reach  a  position  to  attack,  the  tug  had  returned  from  inside  the  point 
and  succeeded  in  releasing  the  small  steamer  (believed  to  be  t\\Q  Alice) 
from  her  dangerous  position,  and  towed  her  into  the  cove  north  of 
Mobile  Point,  both  the  Lackawanna  and  Genesee  firing  from  their  150s 
within  range,  but  with  what  effect  we  could  not  learn.  The  steamer 
referred  to  is  about  the  size  of  the  Eugenie ,  probably  upward  of  100 
tons,  no  spars  except  a  very  short  foremast,  and  from  all  appearances 
was  outward  bound  when  she  grounded,  and  was  probably  trying  to 
creep  along  shore  during  one  of  the  thick  rain  squalls  which  occurred 
on  the  night  and  morning  of  the  12th.  Her  smokestack  is  visible 
inside,  and  she  will  be  closely  watched.  She  is  reported  to  be  flying  a 
Spanish  flag.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  greatest  possible 
vigilance  is  exercised  on  this  blockade,  and  that  the  commanders  of 
the  vessels  now  here  are  in  every  way  worthy  of  their  commands;  but 
in  the  pitchy  darkness  which  occasionally  exists,  especially  during 
rainy  nights,  it  is  impossible  to  see  a  small  object,  such  as  a  boat  of  100 
tons,  more  than  50  yards. 

The  Kanawha  is  at  anchor  close  to  us  and  our  carpenter  is  engaged 
in  making  good  her  damages  so  far  as  circumstances  will  admit  of,  and 
we  hope  to  have  her  ready  for  service  in  twenty-four  hours,  after 
which  she  must  run  to  Ship  Island  or  Pensacola  for  coals. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commodore. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Com  manding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  Commander 
Bigelow ,  U  S.  Navy ,  restricting  the  visits  of  flags  of  truce. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  October  13 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  been  informed  by  Acting  Master  J.  R.  Hamilton,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Commodore ,  that  he  convoyed  from  Mississippi  City 
to  Ship  Island  a  boat  under  Hag  of  truce  containing  rebel  officers, 
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Boats  must  not  be  allowed  to  run  along-  the  coast  under  flags  of  truce; 
when  they  wish  to  communicate  they  must  leave  their  own  shores  and 
approach  our  ships  directly  and  without  deviation.  You  will  please 
keep  me  informed  of  the  visits  of  all  flags  of  truce  and  the  objects  of 
them.  They  are  frequently  sent  out  to  ascertain  the  strength  or  weak¬ 
ness,  and  when  so  employed  are  not  entitled  to  the  immunities  of  a 
flag  of  truce.  They  should  be  discouraged  as  much  as  possible. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  1  Vest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Lieutenant-Corn^  mder  Geo.  A.  Bigelow, 

Commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Calhoun ,  Ship  Island. 


Report,  of  Commander  Rolando ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  IT.  S.  S. 

Seminole,  regarding  accusations  made  by  the  commanding  officer  of 
II.  B.  M.  S.  Buzzard. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Off  Sabine  Pass ,  October  13, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  dispatch  of  October  2, 
and  in  reply  have  to  state  that  no  menace  was  intended  on  my  part  to 
H.  B.  M.  S.  Buzzard ,  and  Commander  [Thomas  H.  M.]  Martin 
labored  under  a  great  misconception  when  he  so  reported  the  move¬ 
ments  of  this  ship  as  displaying  a  “menacing  manner.” 

I  consider  it  my  duty  when  a  man-of-war  is  made  bearing  the 
British  flag  to  be  ready  to  meet  her  and  be  prepared  for  any  emergency, 
as  the  Confederates  are  using  that  flag  on  the  ocean  more  than  the 
so-called  Confederate  one,  and  I  can  only  cite  the  instances  off  Wil¬ 
mington,  that  of  the  Florida  off  Mobile,  and  that  of  Semmes  off  Gal¬ 
veston  with  the  Ilatteras ,  to  justify  my  caution  and  preparation. 

On  the  morning  of  the  loth  of  September,  about  8  o’clock,  I  made  a 
steamer  in  the  offing  off  the  Rio  Grande.  I  got  underway  and  stood 
for  her,  she  running  in  toward  the  land  and  I  off.  1  spoke  her  and 
stood  back,  our  courses  being  the  same  toward  the  anchorage,  and 
availed  myself  of  the  occasion  to  exercise  the  crew  at  general  quarters. 

The  Seminole  proved  to  be  faster  than  the  Buzzard  and  I  slowed 
down  nearly  all  the  way  in,  to  let  the  Buzzard  go  on,  as  1  did  not  wish 
to  pass  him,  from  a  feeling,  I  assure  you,  of  courtesy. 

1  stopped  the  Seminole  for  some  time  and  so  allowed  the  Buzzard 
to  get  at  least  a  half  a  mile  ahead,  when  1  stood  on  my  course  to  the 
anchorage,  and  it  seems  very  strange  that  my  courtesy  should  not  be 
understood  by  Commander  Martin  and  so  poorly  appreciated  by  him. 

As  regards  what  he  has  said  about  Captain  Hood’s  letter  to  me,  on 
the  subject  of  harsh  treatment  of  the  crew  of  the  Sir  William  Peel,  I 
have  to  say  that  it  is  the  first  I  have  heard  of  it. 

Captain  Hood’s  letter  with  my  reply,  was  sent  to  you  by  the  Cir¬ 
cassian,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  you  had 
the  perusal  of  the  letter.  All  that  Captain  Hood  says  on  the  subject 
of  the  crew  of  the  Sir  William  Peel  is  as  follows: 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  me  with  your  reasons 
for  taking  possession  of  the  British  steamer  Sir  William  Peel  and  detaining  her  crew 
as  prisoners  on  board  the  United  States  vessel  under  your  command. 

Now,  how  that  can  be  construed  by  any  contortion  into  harsh  treat¬ 
ment,  I  can  not  see;  but  the  reverse  was  the  case.  I  could  have 
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shipped  several  of  her  men,  and  on  leaving  the  ship  they  expressed 
themselves  very  thankful  for  the  kind  treatment  they  had  received. 

I  treated  them  as  I  did  my  own  men,  with  the  exception  of  putting 
them  in  single  irons  during  the  night,  as  I  did  not  choose  to  allow  so 
large  a  number  of  prisoners  (42)  to  be  at  large,  and  1  thought  it  a 
necessary  precaution  for  the  security  of  the  ship  under  my  charge. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 


Report  of  Commander  Rolando ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Seminole,  regarding  the  wreck  of  theU.  S.  coal  schooner  Manhasset. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Saline  Pass,  October  13,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  coal  schooner  Manhasset 
was  driven  on  shore  in  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  from  the  southward  and 
eastward,  on  the  night  of  the  19th  of  September.  She  had  been 
anchored  about  10  miles  from  the  shore,  and  I  deemed  her  perfectly 
safe  in  the  event  of  heavy  weather,  as  she  might  have  made  sail  and 
kept  off  the  land.  I  discovered  her  on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  high 
and  dry  on  the  beach,  about  10  miles  to  the  westward  of  Sabine  Pass. 
The  Cayuga  was  at  once  sent  in  and  at  da}rlight  she  stood  into  12  feet 
water,  near  enough  to  ascertain  it  was  the  coal  schooner  and  that  it 
would  be  impossible  for  us  to  get  her  off;  her  masts  were  gone  and 
she  lay  a  perfect  wreck  on  the  beach,  with  her  bows  out  of  water. 
The  rebels  had  come  down  with  several  pieces  of  rifle  guns  and  were 
in  possession  of  the  schooner. 

Henry  Rolando, 

Commander. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Gertrude ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
J.  P.  Creesy ,  U  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

October  13,  1863. — At  8  a.  m.  west  end  of  Pelican  Island  bore  N.  E. 
by  E.,  distant  10  miles.  Standing  off  and  on.  At  11:15  sighted  the 
fleet.  Observed  two  rebel  rams  inshore.  Two  rebel  rams  lying  off 
Fort  Morgan.  At  2:30  p.  m.  the  Lackawanna,  Genesee ,  Kanawha ,  and 
Albatross  ran  in  toward  the  land  and  fired  a  few  shots,  but  drew  no 
answer  and  returned  to  stations.  At  3:30  one  of  the  rams  went  up 
the  bay. 


Order  of  Captain  Gillis ,  17.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting '  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Eaton,  US.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Circassian,  to  proceed  to 
temporary  blockade  duty  off  Sabine  Pass. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  October  If  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Circassian  under  your  com¬ 
mand  to  Sabine  Pass,  remain  there  on  blockade  duty  until  the  arrival 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


627 


of  the  U.  S.  S.  Seminole ,  the  orders  for  which  have  been  sent  to  Rio 
Grande  in  the  Bienville;  after  supplying-  the  Seminole  with  fresh  pro¬ 
visions,  return  to  this  anchorage  for  dispatches,  etc. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

(l apt-  and  Senior  Officer,  2d  Div .,  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wi.  B.  Eaton, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Circassian. 


Instructions  from  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Wavy ,  to  Commodore 
Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  Mobile  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  October  If  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  report  of  the  survey  on  the  Genesee ,  and 
you  will  please  order  her  into  this  port  as  soon  as  she  can  be  spared 
from  the  blockade  off  Mobile. 

You  will  so  dispose  of  the  force  assigned  you  for  the  blockade  of  the 
ba\T  of  Mobile  as  to  provide  for  the  contingencies  of  repairs,  which  they 
often  require. 

I  can  not  promise  you  any  more  vessels  than  you  have  until  those 
under  repair  here  are  finished.  The  Kennebec  and  Aroostook  will  join 
you  about  two  weeks  hence. 

I  believe  you  have  eight  vessels  on  duty  there.  If  you  have,  one  or 
two  of  those  most  badly  off  may  be  readily  spared  to  receive  repairs. 
The  Monongahela  left  the  South  W est  Pass  yesterday  to  return  to  the 
blockade  off  Mobile.  Two  vessels  are  at  Ship  Island  with  coal,  and  a 
third  will  leave  to-day.  They  are  on  heav,y  charters.  Please  do  not 
keep  all  of  them  there  without  drawing  upon  them,  though  it  is  desir¬ 
able  to  keep  one  there  always  to  supply  the  vessels  in  the  sound. 

The  Richmond  should  be  there  (Mobile  Bar)  by  this  time;  also  the 
Port  Royal. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

IT.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Corndg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  giro  tern. 

Commodore  Henry  K.  Thatcher, 

V.  S.  S.  Colorado ,  Coyndg.  Blockading  Forces  off  Mobile  Bay. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  arrival  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Arkayisas  without  expected  recruits. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  October  If  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  David  Cate,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Arkansas,  reported 
for  duty  in  this  squadron  on  the  10th  instant.  She  did  not  bring  the 
recruits  for  the  squadron  which  I  had  been  informed  would  be  sent  by 
her, 
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The  Bermuda  delivered  here  15  firemen,  5  coal  heavers,  18  lands¬ 
men,  and  11  boys. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Act  ing  Master  Starrett ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  condition 

of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  brought  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Arkansas. 

U.  S.  Naval  Ordnance  Depot, 

New  Orleans ,  October  15 ,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Arkansas 
arrived  here  loaded  with  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  two  days  ago, 
and  her  cargo  has  been  discharged,  but  I  find  it  in  very  bad  condition, 
many  of  the  slides  and  carriages  being  splintered  and  bruised  and  the 
guns  marred  badly  from  abrasions.  Some  of  the  wheels  of  the  how¬ 
itzers’  carriages  were  broken  to  pieces,  and  nearly  all  boxes  containing 
articles  were  broken  open. 

This  state  of  affairs  1  attributed  to  the  carelessness  of  the  stevedore, 
or  parties  who  stowed  the  cargo.  I  attend  personally  to  such  matters 
myself,  and  can  affirm  that  the  damage  was  not  done  in  hoisting  the 
articles  out  of  the  vessel’s  hold. 

Commodore  Bell  informs  me  that  ten  12-pounder  howitzers  of  750 
pounds  and  ten  12-pounder  rifle  howitzers,  with  their  ammunition  and 
equipments,  are  to  be  turned  over  to  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the 
Army  for  service  on  board  their  transports,  etc. 

This  arrangement  will  leave  us  two  heavy  12-pounder  howitzers, 
smooth,  and  three  12-pounder  howitzers,  rifled,  with  their  carriages 
and  equipments  for  issue. 

Besides  these,  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  are 
now  on  hand  at  this  depot  34  carriages  for  24-pounder  howitzers  and 
no  guns  of  that  description. 

There  are  also  on  hand  twelve  12-pounder  boat  carriages  and  six¬ 
teen  12-pounder  field  carriages  wffiich  have  no  guns  for  them,  and  I 
suppose  that  the  12  and  24  pounder  howitzers  are  on  their  wav  out  in 
some  other  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Adrian  C.  Starrett, 

Acting  Master ,  in  Charge  Ordnance ,  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commander  H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  Bureau  of  Ordnance ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  prevalence 
of  yellow  fever  on  board  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Albatross. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Alobile  Bar ,  October  15,  1863. 

Sir:  The  gunboat  Albatross  has  suffered  very  much  with  yellow 
fever,  and  to-day  her  commander  reports  that  several  new  cases  have 
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appeared  and  two  recent  deaths;  also  that  his  vessel  rolls  so  deep  that 
he  can  not  keep  his  berth  deck  ports  open  for  ventilation.  After 
consultation  with  medical  officers,  I  concluded,  by  their  advice,  to 
send  her  to  Pensacola  for  a  few  days,  where  she  could  have  smooth 
water  to  cleanse  and  ventilate  the  vessel.  I  can  ill  afford  to  dispense 
with  her  services,  but  it  seems  to  be  a  case  of  urgent  necessity.  I  had 
hoped  that  the  prevalence  of  north  winds  would  check  the  disease  of 
fin]  this  vessel,  but  the  contrary  seems  to  have  been  the  effect.  I  have 
also  to  send  the  Kanawha  away  for  coal. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commodore. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Confidential  letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Com¬ 
modore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  proposed  attempt  to  subordinate 

the  Navy  to  the  Army  in  operations  in  the  western  waters. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

New  York,  October  15,  1863. 

Dear  Commodore:  I  intended  to  write  you  by  the  last  steamer.  I 
did  not  write  by  Captain  Jenkins,  as  he  will  not  arrive  until  long’  after 
the  steamer. 

I  am  run  to  death  with  the  attention  of  the  good  people,  but  I  am 
beginning  to  give  out,  as  I  am  not  able  to  bear  my  honors.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  have  a  da}T  at  home  in  a  week. 

The  Secretary  wrote  me  a  private  letter  the  other  day,  telling  me 
that  General  Banks  had  applied  to  the  Department  for  certain  gun¬ 
boats  to  be  ordered  to  report  to  him  for  duty  on  [Lake]  Pontchartrain 
and  Berwick  Bay.  The  Secretary  very  properly  referred  him  to  me, 
as  the  commanding  naval  officer,  and  said  that  I  would  always  cooper¬ 
ate  with  him.  1  now  put  you  on  your  guard;  there  is  a  foolish  attempt 
being  made  b}T  the  Army  (you  will  see  it  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal) 
to  get  the  supreme  command  in  the  hands  of  the  commanding  general 
if  he  is  senior  to  the  naval  officer,  and  then  they  will  always  be  sure  to 
put  a  senior  there  if  possible. 

I  wrote  the  Secretary  a  full  letter  on  the  subject,  showing  the  folly 
of  such  a  course. 

I  told  General  Bowen,  whom  the  Secretary  told  to  consult  with  me 
as  to  what  they  wanted,  that  1  intended  the  Commodore  and  Calhoun 
for  the  Pontchartrain  duty,  and  any  other  light-draft  boats  we  had — as 
the  Corypheus.  He  wished  other  boats  to  protect  the  river  transports, 
etc.  I  told  him  that  was  Admiral  Porter’s  duty;  it  did  not  belong 
to  General  Banks.  W e  will  attend  to  the  river  down  to  its  mouth  and 
the  coast;  that  if  the  soldiers  will  look  after  the  shore  line  we  will 
the  water  course,  but  that  they  must  not  attempt  to  get  the  control  of 
the  Navy;  that  they  had  caused  disaster  wherever  they  had  exercised 
an  influence  over  the  officers  of  the  Navy.  They  caused  the  loss  of  the 
soldiers  landed  at  Galveston  in  disobedience  to  my  advice;  they  lost 
the  Diana  by  sending  her  up  the  Teche,  and  no  doubt  they  lost  the  last 
expedition  by  not  following  your  instructions;  and  that  therefore  I 
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will  never  consent  to  any  expedition  being  sent  away  from  me  except 
under  such  an  officer  as  1  have  confidence  in,  and  under  my  instruc¬ 
tions;  and  the  Secretary  agrees  with  me. 

I  tell  you  these  things  that  you  may  be  posted  up  and  upon  your 
guard. 

The  Brooklyn  and  Hartford  will  be  ready  for  sea  in  about  three  or 
four  weeks.  I  do  not  want  to  go  down  before  my  ships  are  ready,  for 
the  people  will  expect  me  to  do  something  with  nothing.  They  are 
trying  to  force  the  Department  to  send  me  to  Charleston,  but  1  think 
that  Dahlgren  is  too  firm  in  favor  for  me  to  fear  that. 

God  bless  3’ou. 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  /Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Grove ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  yacht 

Corypheus ,  regarding  expedition  to  Bay  St.  Louis ,  Miss.,  for  the 

destruction  of  tannery ,  October  15,  1863. 

U.  S.  Yacht  Corypheus, 

Lake  Ponte  ha rtrain,  October  17,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  14th  instant,  directing  me 
to  cooperate  with  the  IT.  S.  S.  Commodore,  Acting  Master  John  R. 
Hamilton,  commanding,  in  destroying  the  tannery,  working  for  the 
rebel  army,  situated  at  Bay  St.  Louis,  Miss.,  on  the  morning  of  the 
14t,h  instant,  at  11  a.  m.,  sailed  from  Lakeport  for  Fort  Pike;  arrived 
at  2  p.  m.  At  8  p.  m.  the  LT.  S.  S.  Commodore  took  us  in  tow  (the 
wind  being  light);  at  daylight  of  the  15th  instant,  being  close  to  Bay 
St.  Louis,  the  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  cast  us  off,  made  sail  and  stood  into 
the  bay,  taking  a  position  to  the  westward  (of  the  place  agreed  on  for 
landing),  the  LT.  S.  S.  Commodore  taking  her  position  to  the  eastward 
to  cover  the  landing  party;  sent  an  armed  boat’s  crew  in  command  of 
Mr.  Gregory,  executive  officer,  to  assist  in  landing  troops  from  the 
LT.  S.  S.  Commodore. 

After  landing  the  troops  and  boat’s  crew,  started  for  the  scene  of 
action  at  double  quick,  and  I  shortly  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the 
smoke  and  flames  arising  from  the  wroods  in  which  the  place  was 
situated. 

At  8  a.  m.  the  party  returned,  having  completely  destroyed  the 
buildings,  vats,  and  a  mill  for  grinding  bark;  also  a  large  amount  of 
hides  stored  there,  said  to  be  worth  $20,000.  I  am  sorry  we  could  not 
bring  the  hides  off,  but  the  place  being  1  mile  from  the  landing,  and 
we  having  no  means  of  transportation,  there  was  no  recourse  but  to 
destroy  them. 

During  these  operations  the  enemy  did  not  molest  us  in  any  wai7, 
nor  did  they  show  themselves. 

I  learned  from  some  refugees  who  sought  our  protection  (and  were 
brought  away  on  the  LT.  S.  8.  Commodore)  that  there  was  a  company 
of  cavalry  stationed  there,  but  they  thought  it  prudent  to  leave  on  our 
approach. 
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Having  reembarked  the  party,  we  started  for  Fort  Pike;  the  vind, 
strong  from  the  S.  W.  Did  not  arrive  until  midnight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  H.  Grove, 
Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State ,  regard¬ 
ing  four  of  the  crew  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Florida ,  having  shipped  from 
London  for  New  York. 

Navy  Department,  October  16 ,  1863. 
Sir:  In  Mr.  Morse’s  dispatch  No.  156,  dated  September  26,  which 
you  communicated  to  me  on  the  9th  instant,  he  mentions  the  fact  of 
four  of  the  crew  of  the  rebel  steamer  Florida  having  shipped  at 
London  in  the  British  vessel  Frances  A.  Palmer ,  for  New  ''fork,  viz: 
Charles  A.  Grover,  John  Corrin,  John  Jackson,  and  John  Brown. 

He  states  that  the  three  last-named  are  Southerners,  and  joined  the 
Florida  at  Mobile,  and  that  Grover  belonged  to  one  of  the  vessel.^ 
captured  and  burned.  The  three  Southerners  are  said  to  be  on  their 
way  South  to  enter  the  Army  or  Navy. 

I  trust  that  the  individuals  mentioned  will  receive  due  attention  on 
their  arrival  in  New  York. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  Wm,  H.  Sewtard, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  improved  sani¬ 
tary  condition  of  the  vessels  under  h  is  command. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  October  16,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  health  of 
the  vessels  here  is  gradually  improving  and  that  the  cases  of  fever 
appearing  are  becoming  milder  every  day. 

The  squadrons  off  Mobile  Bay  and  coast  of  Texas  are  in  good  health. 
At  the  navy  yard,  Pensacola,  the  fever  was  gradually  disappearing, 
latest  dates  from  there  being  12th  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  propeller  of  the 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Of  New  Orleans,  La.,  October  16,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  stern 
of  the  Pensacola  having  been  docked,  her  propeller  has  been  found 
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perfectly  secure,  and  not  loose,  as  was  suspected  on  the  occasion  of 
her  trial  trip,  8th  of  September  last. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Corndg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the 

British  schooner  Friendship  and  chase  of  the  schooner  Jane,  off  Rio 

Brazos. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La.,  October  16,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee  returned 
yesterday  from  the  Rio  Grande,  whither  she  had  been  dispatched  with 
Captain  Baker,  U.  S.  Engineers,  to  examine  the  coast  of  Texas.  The 
Tennessee  left  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  10th  instant.  On  return,  oh'  Rio 
Brazos  captured  British  schooner  Friendship,  loaded  with  munitions 
of  war  from  Havana,  and  at  the  same  time  chased  another  schooner, 
which  was  fired  and  blown  up  when  3  miles  distant  from  the  Tennessee. 
The  explosion  was  heard  at  Galveston,  30  miles  distant.  She  was  dis¬ 
covered  to  be  the  Jane,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

Lieutenant-Commander  William  H.  Dana,  in  the  Cayuga,  also  has 
been  successful  in  destroying  two  schooners  on  the  coast  of  Louisiana, 
loaded  with  powder. 

Commander  Rolando,  U.  S.  S.  Seminole,  off  Sabine  Pass,  has 
informed  me  that  the  Clifton  and  Sachem,  with  three  cotton-clad 
steamers,  are  seen  daily  steaming  in  the  river  there. 

From  all  information  1  can  obtain,  1  infer  every  blockade  runner, 
either  from  or  into  Mobile,  has  been  captured;  and  that  the  coast  of 
Texas  will  be  henceforth  the  principal  theater  for  blockade  runners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Corndg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Dyer,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  to  resume  command  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Eugenie. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  La. ,  October  16,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Mobile  Bar  forthwith,  and  report  to  Com¬ 
modore  Henry  K.  Thatcher  for  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Eugenie, 
from  which  vessel  you  were  detached  and  ordered  as  prize  master  of 
the  steamer  Alabama. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Corndg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Acting  Ensign  N.  M.  Dyer, 

New  Orleans. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commodore  Thatcher ,  6.  N. 

Navy ,  to  dispatch  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond  to  South  West  Pass. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  October  16,  1863. 

Sir:  Immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Richmond  (Captain  Jen¬ 
kins)  off  Mobile  Bar,  or  at  Pensacola,  order  her  to  proceed  forthwith 
to  the  South  West  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  and  the  captain  to  report  by 
telegraph  his  arrival  there-;  also  what  amount  of  coals  and  provisions 
he  may  require  to  till  him  up,  the  latter  not  to  exceed  three  month’s 
supply. 

If  the  Richmond  does  not  arrive  very  soon  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
take  your  most  effective  sloop  (in  engines)  from  that  blockade  for  a 
short  time. 

I  shall  not  be  able  to  send3mu  the  vessels  you  ask  for;  they  are  not 
in  the  ffeet  to  send,  and  such  as  we  have  are  undergoing  repairs  and 
relieving  each  other  by  turns.  I  have  to  request  }tou  will  bear  this  in 
mind,  and  send  one  or  two  into  port  for  repairs  as  fast  as  others  arrive 
to  take  their  places  on  blockade  without  waiting  for  a  complete  break 
down. 

The  Eugenie  should  be  calked  at  Pensacola  navy  yard  in  twent}^- 
four  hours. 

The  Monongahela  left  here  two  months  ago  in  good  order,  and  can 
require  but  little  calking;  she  should  do  it  within  herself,  or  have  it 
done  at  the  navy  yard. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Corndg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Commodore  Henry  Thatcher, 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado,  Coynmanding 

U.  S.  Naval  Forces  off  Mobile  Bay. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  promotions. 

Navy  Department,  October  17,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  6th  instant  (No.  75)  has  been  received.  Your 
requisition  for  officers  and  men  will  be  filled  as  practicable. 

It  has  been  several  times  ordered  by  the  Department  that  the  most 
worthy  of  the  acting  master’s  mates  in  the  squadron  should  be  advanced 
by  the  officer  commanding  the  squadron  to  the  position  of  acting 
ensign,  subject  to  the  approval  of  this  Department;  that  in  the  same 
manner  those  serving  in  a  lower  capacity,  who  ma}r  be  qualified,  shall 
be  appointed  acting  master’s  mates,  and  when  from  gallantry  and  good 
service  an  officer  may  be  recommended  by  his  commanding  officer  for 
promotion,  that  such  recommendations,  with  the  approval  of  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  squadron,  shall  be  forwarded  to  this  Department 
for  its  decision. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Department  to  fill  these  appointments  as  far 
as  possible  from  those  in  the  squadron  who  have  served  during  the 
war  and  proved  meritorious. 

The  Department  reiterates  that  the  utmost  exertions  must  be  used 
to  enlist  contrabands  to  supply  the  deficiencies  existing  in  the  crews 
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of  the  vessels  of  the  W est  Gulf  Blockading1  Squadron,  as  it  is  with 
difficulty  that  crews  can  be  obtained  to  man  the  vessels  now  fitting  out. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern , 

New  Orleans ,  La. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  transmitting  drawing  of  rebel  cigar  boat. 


Navy  Department,  October  19,  1863. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a  drawing  of  the  rebel 
cigar  boat  and  torpedo  with  which  an  attempt  was  made  to  blow  up 
the  new  New  Ironsides. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Commodore  Henry  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern, 

New  Orleans,  La. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lie  itenant-  Commander  Benharn, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Penobscot. 


Navy  Department,  October  19,  1863. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  New  Orleans  with  theU.  S.  S.  Penobscot  and  report 
to  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  or  the  senior  commanding  officer  present, 
for  duty  in  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  E.  K.  Benham, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Penobscot,  New  1  Jerk. 


Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Mobile 

blockade,  regarding  vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile  Bar,  October  30,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  By  arrival  of  the  Arkansas  I  have  your  order  to  send  you 
a  well-armed  vessel  of  war  to  South  West  Pass,  there  to  report  to  you; 
also  deficiencies  in  coal  and  provisions.  The  Monongahela  is  now  the 
only  one  of  that  description  left  here  (unless  it  be  the  Oneida ). 
The  Lackawanna  is  now  being  surveyed  by  a  board  of  engineers  at 
the  request  of  Captain  Marchand,  and,  if  I  am  to  believe  the  verbal 
reports,  will  be  unserviceable  for  many  weeks,  perhaps  months,  in 
consequenceof  some  difficulty  with  her  shaft.  I  shall  furnish  you  as 
soon  as  possible  with  the  report.  Any  two  of  the  others  could  have 
been  better  spared  from  this  blockade.  I  shall  lose  the  services  of 
three  vessels,  which  will  leave  me  very  weak.  The  detention  of  the 
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Albatross  at  Pensacola  quarantine  is  for  an  indefinite  time.  The  leaks 
of  the  Eugenie  are  in  her  sides  and  bends  andean  not  be  reached  unless 
in  smooth  water;  her  coal  bunkers  are  in  bad  condition  and  I  have  no 
lumber.  The  quarters  for  officers  give  them  no  protection  against  the 
rain,  as  they  are  quite  open  and  can  not  be  repaired  without  material 
which  I  can  not  obtain  here. 

Captain  Strong,  with  th a  Monongahela,  will  report  to  you  forthwith 
per  telegraph,  also  deficiency  in  coal  and  provisions,  if  any.  Neither 
the  Richmond  nor  Port  Royal  have  been  heard  from  here,  but  should 
either  arrive  I  shall  be  very  glad  of  their  services. 

I  have  no  desire  to  use  a  pennant  to  which  1  am  not  entitled,  but  beg 
you  to  let  me  know  what  will  be  the  distinguishing  flag  of  this  ship. 
The  flag  or  pennant  made  by  Captain  Goldsborough  and  hoisted  by 
his  order  is  a  small  blue  “swallow  tail,”  which  is  now  ftying.  No 
other  vessel  than  the  Albatross  is  now  suffering  from  fever. 

One  of  my  ensigns,  a  troublesome  and  insubordinate  man,  has  ten¬ 
dered  his  resignation,  which  I  trust  may  be  accepted,  and  which  I  here¬ 
with  forward,  although  the  vacancy  should  be  filled  very  soon,  as  I  am 
already  short  of  officers. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  very  truly,  yours, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commodore. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Western  Gulf  Blockade,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  the  II.  S.  S.  Colorado. 

Navy  Department,  October  21,  1863. 
Sir:  Your  No.  81,  in  reference  to  the  Colorado ,  has  been  received. 
You  will  give  instructions  to  that  vessel  to  leave  the  Western  Gulf 
Squadron  in  time  to  arrive  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  about  the  1st  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1864. 

Ver}T  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Corndg.  Western  Gulf  Block, dg.  Squadron  pro  tern ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Greene ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

U.  S.  ship  Vincennes ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Syrena. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Ship  Island ,  October  22, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  L.  W. 
Pennington,  commanding  the  steamer  J.  P.  Jackson,  took  into  custody 
the  schooner  Syrena.  When  taken  the  vessel  was  bound  from  Biloxi 
to  Pascagoula.  She  has  no  cargo. 

It  seems  that  a  Mr.  Masick,  who  has  two  schooners  loading  (by 
authorities  naval  and  military)  cotton  at  Pascagoula,  wrote  a  request 
or  pass  to  the  master  of  the  schooner  to  come  and  lighten  the  two 
schooners  over  the  bar  at  Pascagoula  Liver. 
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Enclosed  find  a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Pennington’s  report*  to  me. 

I  have  the  schooner  now  here,  and  await  instructions  from  you  in 
regard  to  her. 

Respectfully, 

C.  H.  Greene, 

Lieutenant- Commander  and  Senior  Officer 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Corndg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  J.  P.  Jackson ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
L.  W.  Pennington ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding. 

October  2 1 ,  1863.— Lying  at  anchor  in  South  Channel.  At  daylight 
the  Calhoun  at  anchor  off  Belle  Fontaine  Spit,  [Mississippi  Sound]. 
At  3  p.  m.  moderate  breeze  from  east  and  foggy.  Cleared  off,  saw  a 
schooner  off  Deer  Island,  got  underway  to  overhaul  her.  At  5:30 
p.  m.  overhauled  the  schooner  Syrena,  of  Biloxi,  bound  to  Pascagoula. 
Her  papers  not  being  satisfactory,  took  her  in  tow,  stood  to  the  west¬ 
ward.  At  8  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Horn  Island. 

November  1. — At  9:30  a.  m.  got  underway,  took  our  prize  schooner 
Syrena  in  tow,  and  stood  toward  Cat  Island.  At  2:30  p.  m.  anchored 
on  the  north  side  of  Cat  Island.  Acting  Ensign  Gelett  went  on  board 
the  prize  Syrena ,  taking  Mr.  Kain,  pilot,  Albert  Lindolph,  and 
Charles  Brown;  started  for  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Greene ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
request  from  Mayor- General  Banks ,  U.  S.  Army ,  for  the  delivery 
of  communication  to  Major-General  Maury,  C.  S.  Army . 

Lb  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Ship  Island ,  October  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  to-dajr  a  request  from  E.  G.  Beckwith,  colonel, 
commanding  defenses  at  New  Orleans,  b}r  order  of  Major-General 
Banks,  that  a  flag  of  truce,  conveying  a  communication  to  Major- 
General  D.  H.  Maury,  commanding  Confederate  forces  at  Mobile, 
may  be  sent. 

I  have  dispatched  the  quartermaster’s  steamer  St.  Charles  to  Pas¬ 
cagoula  in  charge  (temporarily)  of  Acting  Master  C.  W.  Pratt.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Davidson,  of  the  staff,  conveys  the  communication. 

Respectfully, 

C.  H.  Greene, 

Lieutenant-  Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  certain  vessels. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  La.,  October  23,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Octorara,  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  W.  Low  commanding,  reported 


*  Not  found. 
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here  on  the  19th  instant,  requiring  considerable  repairs  of  her  engines 
and  extensive  repairs  on  her  boilers. 

The  Port  Royal ,  Lieutenant-Commander  George  U.  Morris,  reported 
on  the  21st  in  quarantine,  although  she  had  a  clean  bill  of  health.  I 
sent  her  to  the  South  West  Pass  to  take  in  coals;  then  to  proceed  to 
Mobile  Bar  and  report  for  blockade  service  there. 

The  Monongahela  has  been  withdrawn  from  blockade  off  Mobile  Bar 
to  convoy  U.  S.  troop  transports,  under  Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 
down  the  coast. 

Commodore  Thatcher,  commanding  off  Mobile  Bar,  reported  on  the 
15th  that  yellow  fever  having  appeared  on  board  of  the  Albatross ,  he 
sent  her  into  Pensacola.  He  also  reports  the  boilers  of  the  Lacka- 
wamxa ,  on  blockade  there,  to  be  very  badly  worn;  the  vessels  on 
blockade  are  relieved  as  fast  as  others  are  repaired. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern  . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  prevalence  of 
fever  on  board  certain  vessels  of  his  command. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  October  23,  1863. 

Sir:  1  regret  that  I  can  not  state  to  the  Department  that  there  has 
been  some  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  vessels  in  the  river  since 
the  date  of  my  letter  of  the  16th  instant. 

The  cases  have  not  been  so  fatal  as  at  first,  owing  to  the  practice 
recently  adopted  of  sending  every  case  in  the  least  equivocal  to  the 
naval  hospital  as  soon  as  it  appears,  and  thus  remove  the  patient  from 
the  vitiated  air  of  the  ship. 

Fever  has  appeared  on  board  of  the  Albatross  and  the  vessel  sent  to 
Pensacola;  she  had  fever  on  board  last  year  also. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  G  ulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  1).  C. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 

Hill,  U  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  October  23,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  bark 
W.  G.  Anderson  and  will  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee. 
Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Fred.  S.  Hill, 

0.  S.  Bark  W.  G.  Anderson. 
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Letter  from  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General  Banks, 
TJ.  S.  Army ,  regarding  measures  for  preventing  the  spread  of  con¬ 
tagion. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  La.,  October  23,  1863. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  jour  note  of 
this  date,  referring,  for  my  “information,”  the  recommendation  of 
the  president  of  the  board  of  health  to  send  the  vessels  of  the  Navy 
into  quarantine  and  prevent  the  transfer  of  sick  to  naval  hospital. 

The  facts  are  mainly  as  follows:  As  soon  as  the  fever  appeared  on 
board  the  Hollyhock  she  was  sent  into  quarantine;  the  same  course 
was  pursued  with  the  Fearnot ,  next  attacked.  At  the  suggestion  of 
the  president  of  the  board  of  health  individual  cases  of  equivocal  char¬ 
acter  were  sent  by  transports  to  quarantine.  This  proved  fatal  in 
nearly  all  cases,  and  the  quarantine  physician  recommended  to  keep 
parties  sick  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  There  was  no  time  to 
establish  a  new  hospital  for  cases  occurring  daily,  and  the  order  was 
given  to  send  any  men  who  complained  at  all  to  the  naval  hospital. 
Yellow  fever  appeared  in  many  of  these  men,  but  in  others  only  catarrh 
and  intermittent  fever;  but  those  in  whom  yellow  fever  was  developed 
have  almost  universally  done  well.  The  question  was  thus  narrowed 
down  to  the  preservation  of  human  life  and  the  efficiency  of  the  block¬ 
ade.  Our  vessels  here  are  repairing  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  others 
at  sea.  Our  supplies  and  workshops  are  all  here.  I  can  not  abandon 
the  blockade,  enjoined  b}^  the  highest  authority,  and  I  can  only  dis¬ 
patch  vessels  as  fast  as  they  can  be  repaired.  I  shall  get  all  that  are 
in  condition  to  be  moved  as  far  off  from  the  river  side  as  possible.  It 
is  there  that  they  contract  disease,  and  the  effect  of  quarantining  them 
would  be  utterly  demoralizing  to  the  whole  fleet.  In  conclusion.  I 
suggestthat  the  season  is,  by  all  former  experience,  too  far  advanced 
for  an  epidemic,  and  we  must  take  our  local  risks  in  the  fleet,  with 
such  vigilant  precautions  as  may  save  the  lives  of  our  people  and  pi-e¬ 
vent  danger  to  the  army  and  the  city. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  II.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  I  Vest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Captain  Gillis,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  cruise  on  the  coast 

of  Texas. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Of  Galveston,  Tex.,  October  2J,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  communications  by  the  Arizona  were  received.  At  the 
same  time  Commander  Bolando  informed  me  that  he  required  more 
force  off  Sabine.  I  ran  over  there  on  the  17th,  remained  the  18th, 
returned  here  the  19th,  and  left  same  night  for  the  Rio  Grande, 
desiring  to  fall  in  with  the  Bohio  and  Kittatinny,  a  strong  south¬ 
easter  prevailing.  Morning  of  the  20th  saw  inshore  of  us  a  three- 
masted  schooner  standing  to  the  northward,  supposed  to  be  the 
Kittatinny. 
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On  the  21st  boarded  the  bark  (English)  White  Sea ,  from  New  Orleans, 
for  Matamoras;  papers  correct;  then  stood  in  toward  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  seized  the  lighter  containing  7  bales  wet  cotton,  which 
proved  to  be  Mexican  property,  and  was  released. 

We  found  at  the  anchorage  two  French  men-of-war  (steamers),  one 
the  Magellanes;  also  English  frigate  Galatea ;  steamed  through  the 
fleet,  all  in  Mexican  waters;  thence  to  Point  Isabel,  where  there  is  a 
small  battery;  put  ship’s  head  to  southward  and  eastward,  running 
slowly  until  dark,  then  stood  to  northward  along  the  coast,  intending 
to  sight  it  on  our  course;  wind  hauled  to  the  northward;  strong  breeze, 
weather  hazy.  22d,  at  7  p.  m. ,  struck,  but  not  heavily,  on  the  baron 
bank  off  Pass  Cavallo;  wind  increased  to  a  strong  norther.  On  the 
afternoon  of  23d  saw  two  small  craft  inshore,  running  to  the  south¬ 
ward.  At  8  p.  m.  anchored  off  Galveston;  found  all  as  we  had  left. 

Dispatched  the  Arizona  to  Sabine  Pass  to-day.  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  the  continued  absence  of  the  Virginia.  She  had  orders  to 
return  immediately  from  the  South  West  Pass,  her  services  being 
much  needed  on  the  Southern  coast.  Two  sailing  vessels  only,  there. 

You  remark,  ‘’The  blockade  must  be  kept  up.’’  Can  it  be,  without 
vessels  ? 


Commander  Rolando  says  he  had  informed  }tou  of  condition  and 
wants  off  Sabine.  The  Arizona  being  more  heavily  armed,  I  sent  her 
there  temporarily,  and  the  Granite  City  on  a  cruise  to  Corpus  Christi 
and  back,  along  coast,  also  to  communicate  with  the  Bohio  and  Kitta- 


tinny. 

Enclosed  please  find  reports  in  relation  to  officers,  armaments,  coal, 
etc.,  of  vessels;  also  statement  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson, 
made  bv  refugees  he  received  on  board.  I  will  send  them  to  you. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 


Second  Division  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Commodore  H.  II.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier- General  Stone , 
II.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  overhauling  of  schooner  Alice  McGuigin, 
under  fag  of  truce,  October  £5,  1863. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  La. ,  November  J,  1863. 

General:  The  senior  officer  on  blockade  in  Mississippi  Sound, 
stationed  at  Ship  Island,  has  informed  me  that  the  flag-of-truce 
schooner  Alice  Me  Guigin  was  boarded  a  few  days.ago,  returning  from 
Biloxi,  by  the  U.  S.  S.  J.  P.  Jackson,  on  blockade  there.  This  vessel 
appears  to  have  effected  her  intercourse  with  Biloxi  without  reference 
to  any  naval  authority  either  here  or  in  the  sound. 

I  had  a  conversation  with  Major-General  Banks  about  flag-of-truce 
boats  navigating'  the  sound  without  his  own  passport  and  that  of  the 
senior  naval  officer  here  present.  [Illegible  for  several  lines.]  I 
accordingly  forwarded  an  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  to  the 
blockading  fleet,  that  they  shall  seize  and  send  in  for  adjudication  all 
vessels  that  may  be  found  navigating  the  sound  or  on  the  coast  with¬ 
out  a  pass  conjointly  signed  by  Major-General  Banks  or  the  senior 
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officer,  U.  S.  Army,  in  command  at  New  Orleans,  and  the  officer  com¬ 
manding-  Western  Gulf  Blockading-  Squadron.  1  have  respectfully  to 
request  your  action  on  the  question  referred  to,  which  materially 
concerns  the  blockade  of  the  adjacent  coasts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  '  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  C,  P.  Stone, 

Chief  of  Staff ,  Department  of  the  Gulf  New  Orleans. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  J.  P.  Jackson ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Pennington ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding. 

October  £5,  1863. — At  5:30  p.  m.  saw  a  schooner  coming  out  of 
Pascagoula  and  steering  to  the  westward.  Got  underway  and  gave 
chase  immediately.  At  sundown  went  to  quarters  and  cleared  the  bat¬ 
tery  for  action,  as  usual.  At  6:30  p.  m.  fired  two  shots  at  the  schooner 
and  brought  her  to.  At  7  p.  m.  overhauled  her;  she  proved  to  be 
the  Alice  McGuigin ,  of  New  Orleans,  in  charge  of  an  army  officer 
(with  a  flag  of  truce  flying).  Returned,  and  at  8  anchored  near  the 
Calhoun. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-  Commander  Brown , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ltasca. 


Navy  Department,  October  26,  1863. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Ltasca  is  ready  for  sea  proceed 
with  her  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to  New  Orleans,  and  report  to 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  or  the  senior  commanding  officer  of  the  Navy 
present,  for  duty  in  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Lieutenant-Commander  George  Brown, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Gunboat  ltasca ,  Philadelphia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-  Commander  Gher- 
ardi,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Chocura. 


Navy  Department,  October  26,  1863. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Chocura  is  ready  for  sea,  pro¬ 
ceed  with  her,  with  all  practicable  dispatch,  to  New  Orleans  and  report 
to  Commodore  Id.  H.  Bell,  or  the  senior  commanding  officer  of  the 
Navy  present,  for  duty  in  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Bancroft  Gherardi, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Chocura ,  Philadelphia. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Seyburn ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 
schooner  Kittatinny ,  regarding  the  capture  of  schooner  Reserve,  from 
Vera  Cruz. 


U.  S.  Schooner  Kittatinny, 

Coast  of  Texas ,  October  %6,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
25th,  at  11  o’clock,  a  sail  was  descried  from  the  masthead.  We  imme¬ 
diately  gave  chase,  and  at  3:30  p.  m.,  off  Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.,  we 
boarded  and  captured  the  three-masted  schooner  Reserve ,  from  Vera 
Cruz,  said  to  be  bound  to  New  Orleans,  but  on  boarding  her  they 
confessed  to  be  bound  for  some  port  in  Texas.  I  removed  all  the 
crew  but  two  sick  men,  put  a  prize  crew  on  board,  and  sent  her  to 
New  Orleans  for  adjudication.  She  was  built  at  Lynchburg,  Tex., 
and  ran  the  blockade  to  Vera  Cruz  with  cotton,  sailing  under  English 
colors  and  false  papers.  She  is  partly  laden,  her  cargo  consisting  of 
dry  goods,  brandy,  wine,  hardware,  and  medicine.  I  enclose  list  of 
officers  and  crew. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Isaac  D.  Seyburn, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy ,  Washington. ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy ,  acknowledging  instruc¬ 
tions. 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 

Off  ATobile  Bar ,  October  26,  1863. 

Sir:  Yours  of  October  18  is  this  moment  received,  via  Pensacola, 
per  Jasmine.  The  Monongahela  was  dispatched  forthwith  on  receipt 
of  your  order  of  the  20th  instant,  with  instructions  to  report  to  you 
per  telegraph  from  South  West  Pass;  also  relative  to  coal  and  pro¬ 
visions.  The  emergency  was  so  explained  to  Commander  Strong  that 
I  doubt  not  but  that  he  obeyed  promptly. 

I  am,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commodore. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Western  Gulf  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 

P.  S. — Will  you  please  send  the  few  articles  required  per  Jasmine 
or  Arkansas. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-  General  Stone. 
U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  restriction  of  illicit  trade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  October  27,  1863. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  reference  to  me 
of  a  letter*  addressed  by  Captain  Salmon  Dutton,  of  the  Seventh 


jsr  w  b — vol  20 - 41 


*  Not  found, 
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Vermont  Volunteers,  and  provost-marshal  at  Pensacola,  to  the  provost 
marshal  here,  stating  his  belief  that  “  an  illicit  trade  is  being  carried 
on  between  parties  in  our  lines  and  the  enemy’s”  in  Pensacola  Ba3u 

Captain  Dutton  alleged  that  this  is  done  by  means  of  passes  obtained 
from  the  commanding  naval  officers  on  that  station,  and  says  he  has 
reason  to  believe  that  merchandise  and  provisions  are  sold  to  the 
enemy  under  these  passes. 

Permit  me  first  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  point  that  in  support 
of  this  grave  charge  against  the  naval  officers  named  by  Captain  Dut¬ 
ton  he  alleges  no  facts,  offers  no  evidence,  but  simply  expresses  what 
he  feels  confident  in  asserting.  I  do  not  pretend  to  deny  the  possi¬ 
bility  that  passes,  given  with  ever  so  great  caution  and  for  lawful 
purposes,  may  have  on  some  occasions  been  abused.  We  know  that 
our  blockade  around  this  city  is  extensively  evaded  in  spite  of  the 
utmost  vigilance  of  military  and  naval  authorities  here;  and  it  stands 
to  reason,  as  well  as  universal  experience,  that  wherever  there  is  a 
great  demand  for  articles  of  vital  necessity  adventurers  will  be  found 
bold  enough  to  take  all  risks  of  supplying  it  to  their  own  profit. 

I  do  not  believe  it  is  possible  that  any  large  quantities  of  merchan¬ 
dise  or  provisions  could  get  through  the  lines,  because  we  know  that 
this  city  is  the  source  of  supply  for  the  army  and  navy  and  recognized 
refugees  at  Pensacola  navy  yard,  and  that  all  vessels  carrying  such 
supplies  are  required  to  have  bills  of  lading  approved  at  the  custom¬ 
house  and  passes,  and  signed  by  the  provost-marshal  and  naval  officer 
in  command  at  New  Orleans.  These  supplies,  to  my  own  official 
knowledge,  are  small  in  quantity,  and  utterly  inadequate  to  afford 
relief  to  any  but  the  parties  for  whom  they  are  destined. 

The  refugees  are  fed  chiefly  upon  fish  caught  in  the  bay,  and  it  is 
not  improbable  that  some  of  the  fishing  smacks  may  abuse  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  pursuing  their  calling;  these,  however,  are  restricted  to  the 
bark  Arthur ,  now  anchored  off  Pensacola,  to  prevent  intercourse. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that,  if  any  instance  of  abuse  of  passes 
has  come  or  should  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  provost-marshal,  he 
ought  to  communicate  the  facts  to  the  vessels  or  guard,  so  that  the 
offending  parties  may  be  arrested;  but  I  see  no  reason  why  the  pro¬ 
vost-marshal  and  the  local  authorities  afloat  should  not  act  in  perfect 
concert,  and  no  permission  to  pass  the  lines  should  be  valid  without 
the  joint  consent  and  signatures  of  the  provost-marshal  and  the  senior 
naval  officer  present.  I  shall,  on  my  own  part,  so  instruct  Commo¬ 
dore  Smith. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

‘  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  giro  tem. 

Brigadier-General  C.  P.  Stone, 

Chief  of  Staffs  Department  of  the  Gulf ,  New  Orleans. 
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Rio  Grande  expedition  under  Major-General  Banks,  JJ.  S.  Army , 

assisted  by  the  U.  S.  steamers  Monongahela ,  Owasco ,  and  Virginia 

October  27  to  November  3 ,  1863. 

Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  naming  vessels  for  the  service. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  [Za.],  October  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  Major-General 
N.  P.  Banks,  having-  expressed  to  me  a  wish  for  a  convoy  of  trans¬ 
ports  which  he  was  preparing  to  send  to  the  Rio  Grande  with  troops 
to  occupy  there  and  at  Brazos  Santiago,  I  found  it  necessary  to  with¬ 
draw  the  Monongahela  for  that  service  from  the  blockade  of  Mobile 
Bay. 

The  convoying  vessels  will  consist  of  the  Monongahela ,  Commander 
James  H.  Strong;  Owasco ,  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry; 
Virginia ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Brown.  I  could 
not  assemble  a  more  respectable  force  for  that  service  without  too 
much  weakening  the  forces  blockading  the  several  ports  within  the 
limits  of  this  command.  This  remote  position  of  the  troops  on  the 
Rio  Grande  will  necessitate  an  increase  of  naval  force  in  the  Gulf,  as 
at  least  three  efficient  vessels  of  a  class  superior  to  gunboats  will  be 
required  off  Brazos  Santiago,  or  in  its  vicinity,  for  the  security  of 
army  transports  and  army  supplies  going  to  that  port. 

Major-General  Banks  himself  will  accompany  the  expedition  and  is 
ready  to  embark  his  troops  and  proceed  as  soon  as  the  storm  now 
raging  shall  have  abated. 

The  naval  vessels  convoying  the  transports  can  not  cross  the  bar, 
there  being  not  more  than  8  feet  of  water;  but  they  may  render  the 
troops  essential  service  with  their  boats  and  their  guns  of  long  range. 

The  expedition  will  sail  probably  to-morrow  or  the  day  after. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Gomdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
withdrawal  of  vessels  for  the  expedition. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola,  October  26,  1863. 

Dear  Captain:  1  am  hard  pressed  all  the  time  for  a  clerk,  and  am 
therefore  always  pressed  for  time  to  say  what  J  would. 

An  expedition  will  sail  from  here  to-morrow  for  Brazos  Santiago 
under  Major-[General]  Banks.  Captain  James  H.  Strong,  U.  S.'S. 
Monongahela,  attended  by  the  Owasco ,  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W. 
Henry,  and  Virginia,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Brown, 
will  constitute  the  convoy,  and  Captain  Strong  will  remain  on  that 
part  of  the  coast  to  guard  the  interests  of  the  Cnited  States  in  that 
quarter.  He  will  be  considered  a  part  of  your  command  and  will  look 
to  you  for  supplies,  going  to  Galveston  for  his  coals.  If  he  can  spare 
the  Owasco  after  getting  there  he  will  send  her  to  you.  When  I  sent 
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the  Arizona  to  report  to  you  I  expected  one  of  the  boats  most  in  want 
of  repairs  to  be  sent  up.  It  will  not  do  to  keep  them  all  there  until 
they  all  break  down.  It  is  left  to  you  to  send  up  one  at  a  time  as  ves¬ 
sels  are  sent  to  take  their  places.  I  expect  to  send  down  the  Arkansas 
with  supplies  to-morrow.  The  distinguishing  pennants  and  lights  are: 


RED 


I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  II.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 


Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

II.  S.  S.  Ossipee,  Comdg.  Blockade  Forces ,  Coast  of 'Texas. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Strong,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Monongahela,  regarding  additional  duty  to  be  performed. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Of  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  October  26,  1863. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  the  needful  protection  which  the  army  trans¬ 
ports  will  require  of  you,  you  are  expected  to  look  after  the  contraband 
trade  to  the  Rio  Grande.  A  description  of  all  the  blockade  runners 
that  we  have  an}^  information  of  has  been  supplied  you.  You  will 
please  bear  in  mind  that  the  French  and  English  have  armed  vessels 
stationed  off  the  Rio  Grande,  and  that  the  French  are  at  war  with  the 
Mexicans  and  claim  to  exercise  belligerent  rights  in  that  quarter,  the 
same  as  ourselves. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Captain  J.  H.  Strong, 

Commanding  TJ.  ' S.  S.  Monongahela. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  occupation  of  Brazos  Santiago, 
November  2,  1863,  transmitting  additional  reports. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  November  10,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  division  of  the  army  under 
Major-General  Banks,  which  sailed  hence  on  the  27th  October,  com 


west  gulp  blockading  squadron. 


645 

voyed  by  the  Monongahela ,  Captain  James  H.  Strong,  Owasco ,  and 
Virgina ,  effected  a  landing  without  opposition  on  the  2d  instant  on 
Brazos  Island,  at  Brazos  Santiago,  and  that  a  part  of  the  same  division 
was  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  following  day,  3d 
instant,  by  the  boats  of  the  Monongahela  and  Owasco. 

I  he  surf  running  high,  two  of  the  Owasco1  s  boats  were  swamped 
and  2  sailors  and  7  soldiers  drowned. 

The  transports,  having  been  separated  in  a  norther,  appear  not  to 
have  sought  the  place  named  for  rendezvous;  but,  after  heaving  to, 
proceeded  straight  for  Brazos  Santiago,  and  began  to  land  before  the 
arrival  of  the  Monongahela ,  which  vessel,  and  the  Owasco  alone, 
repaired  to  the  appointed  rendezvous  and  waited  there  two  days. 
Captain  Strong  commends  Lieutenant-Commander  Henry  for  the 
skillful  management  of  his  vessel,  having  a  transport  in  tow  during 
the  storm. 

The  troops  at  Brazos  Santiago  had  not  landed  on  the  main  at  the 
time  of  the  departure  of  the  dispatch  vessel  on  the  4th. 

Please  receive  copies  of  the  reports  of  Captain  Strong,  viz: 

No.  1.  Report  of  Captain  Strong,  arrival  of  convoy  at  Brazos 
Santiago. 

No.  2.  Report  of  Captain  Strong,  landing  of  troops  at  Rio  Grande. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfull}-,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  T  Vest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  gyro  tem. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Strong,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Monongahela,  regarding 

arrival  of  convoy  at  Brazos  Santiago. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Brazos  Santiago ,  November  J,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  left  the  bar  on  the 
morning  of  the  27th  with  this  ship,  the  Owasco ,  and  Virginia ,  to  con¬ 
voy  the  fleet  of  army  transports  (in  obedience  to  instructions).  All 
went  well  till  the  morning  of  the  30th,  when  we  were  caught  by  a  gale 
from  the  north.  Signal  was  made  from  the  general’s  ship  to  heave 
to,  which  was  done.  Soon  after  the  transport  Bagley  came  near  with 
her  flag  union  down;  wore  ship  to  find  out  her  difficulty  and  render 
assistance  if  necessary.  In  going  round  rolled  boats  under,  tilled  and 
dropped  a  quarter  boat,  but  saved  her.  This  ship  can  not  carry  this 
battery  with  safety.  Found  she  could  not  lay  to,  on  account  of  put¬ 
ting  out  her  fires.  She  required  no  assistance.  Hove  to  again  about 
8  miles  to  the  south  of  the  fleet.  It  was  thick  and  foggy,  with  a  great 
deal  of  sea.  At  daylight,  no  vessels  of  the  fleet  in  sight;  stood  for 
the  rendezvous,  reached  it  about  3  p.  m.  next  day,  fell  in  with  the 
Owasco  at  the  rendezvous,  with  a  disabled  steamer  in  tow.  Two 
transports  came  in  during  the  da}r.  Remained  for  three  days  as  near 
as  possible  to  the  designated  point  of  meeting,  in  case  of  separation, 
then  stood  for  this  place,  having  the  disabled  steamer  Bagley  in  tow, 
and  taking  with  me  the  vessels  that  I  had  met  with.  Found  the  rest 
of  the  fleet  here,  they  not  having  stopped  at  the  rendezvous.  The 
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general  sent  a  steamer  back  but  she  missed  us.  Found  them  landing 
troops,  no  one  being  here  to  oppose  them.  One  small  steamer,  one 
schooner,  and  one  launch  were  lost  in  the  gale,  but  all  hands  saved. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Henry  deserves  great  credit  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  handled  his  vessel  in  taking  the  disabled  steamer  in  tow 
during  the  gale.  The  general  wishes  me  to  go  down  to-day  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  land  troops  there  if  possible.  I  shall 
leave  immediately.  There  are  no  foreign  men-of-war  there  to-day. 
A  French  brig-of-war  anchored  there  yesterday  for  about  an  hour, 
then  left.  The  Virginia  injured  her  rudderhead  during  the  gale,  but 
can  hold  out  for  the  present  at  any  rate. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Commander. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Flagship  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commander  Strong,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela,  regarding 

attempted  landing  off  the  Rio  Grande. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Off  Rio  Grande ,  November  V  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  came  down  here  wdth 
the  troop  transport  Scott  yesterday  at  the  request  of  the  general  to 
land  the  troops,  if  possible,  and  obtain  lighters.  After  anchoring  1 
sent  a  boat  in  with  two  army  officers  to  obtain  information,  intending 
to  land  troops  if  it  was  practicable.  I  then  sent  my  boats  and  the 
boats  of  the  Oivasco  to  the  Scott  to  be  prepared  to  land  when  ordered, 
which  was  not  to  be  till  I  had  heard  from  the  shore.  I  then  took  the 
last  boat  that  I  had,  and  took  Captains  Henry  and  [L.  P.]  Griffin  in 
with  me  to  examine  the  bar.  Finding  it  very  rough,  I  pulled  out  to 
several  of  the  vessels  to  get  information,  if  possible. 

I  ascertained  there  were  no  troops  here. 

While  I  was  on  board  of  one  of  these  vessels  it  was  reported  to  me 
that  the  boats  were  going  in.  The  colonel  had  mistaken  his  orders 
and  sent  them  in.  Signal  was  made  from  my  ship  to  stop  them,  and 
I  also  would  have  headed  them  off  if  possible,  but  was  too  late.  I 
regret  to  have  to  report  the  swamping  of  two  of  the  Owasco's  boats 
and  the  loss  of  two  of  her  men.  As  near  as  I  can  learn  7  soldiers  were 
lost.  My  boats  all  got  in  safe,  but  could  not  get  off  till  this  morning. 
Three  of  my  men  are  still  on  shore,  but  all  safe.  Two  of  the  Owasco's 
boats  are  still  on  shore,  the  surf  being  too  high  for  them  to  return 
out  yet. 

The  officer  sent  with  the  boats  from  this  ship  reports  that  the  Mexi¬ 
cans  treated  them  with  great  kindness  and  assisted  him  to  get  his  boat 
launched. 

It  was  reported  this  morning  that  the  rebels  had  burned  Brownsville 
last  night. 

The  American  flag  is  now  flying  on  the  Texan  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


J.  FI.  Strong, 


Commander . 


Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Flagship  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  II.  S.  Army,  to  Commodore  Bell,  II.  S.  Navy,  announcing 

the  occupation  of  Brazos  Santiago. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Flag  ship  Me  Clellan ,  off  Brazos  Santiago,  November  3 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  reached  Brazos  Santiago 
on  Sunday  (November  1)  and  effected  a  landing  on  Brazos  Island  at 
meridian  on  the  2d,  which  is  now  in  our  possession.  W e  shall  move 
for  the  Rio  Grande  as  soon  as  the  vessels  too  deep  for  the  bar  can  be 
discharged.  On  the  30th  we  encountered  a  severe  gale  from  the  north, 
off  Aransas,  which  scattered  somewhat  our  fleet.  The  Virginia  was 
disabled  and  did  not  reach  the  Brazos  until  late  Sunday  evening. 

The  Monongahela  was  separated  from  us  and  has  not  yet  reported. 
The  Owasco  arrived  this  morning  and  reports  that  they  had  been  at 
the  rendezvous  for  three  da}^s. 

10  a.  m. — The  Monongahela  is  now  in. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major -  General ,  Commanding. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela,  Commander  Strong,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

November  2, 1863. — At  9  a.  m.  communicated  by  signal.  At  10  Cap¬ 
tain  Henry  ( Owasco )  came  on  board.  At  10:30  saw  and  communicated 
with  transport  Bagley.  Got  soundings  in  16  fathoms  and  made  land 
bearing  W.,  12  miles  distant.  At  12:45  p.  m.  stopped  engines  and 
sounded  in  17  fathoms.  At  3:30  p.  m.  communicated  with  the  Boca - 
hontas  and  Bagley;  made  general  signal  to  the  Owasco.  At  5:  50  p.  m. 
took  steamer  Bagley  in  tow  and,  in  company  with  the  Owasco ,  with  the 
steamer  Zephyr  in  tow,  and  the  Pocahontas ,  with  schooner  in  tow, 
started  on  our  course  at  6. 

November  3. — At  8: 20  a.  m.  dropped  off  the  Zephyr  and  Bagley.  At 
8:35  came  to  an  anchor  in  8  fathoms  near  the  McClellan.  At  11  a.  m. 
got  underway  and  stood  for  the  Rio  Grande  River.  At  12:30  p.  m. 
came  to  anchor  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Captain  Strong  went 
toward  shore  in  the  boat.  Sent  off  first  and  second  launches  and  first 
cutter  with  armed  crew  to  transport  soldiers  on  shore. 

November  j. — From  4  to  6  a.  m.,  first  and  second  launches  and  first 
cutter  came  from  shore,  also  a  boat  belonging  to  the  Owasco.  W eather 
cloudy  and  rain.  Wind  E.  S.  E.  Steamer  Scott  got  underway  and 
stood  in  near  the  beach.  At  8:30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  came  to 
anchor  again  near  the  Scott.  At  10  the  Scott  got  underway  and  joined 
the  fleet  off  Point  Isabel.  At  11  a.  m.  the  American  flag  was  hoisted 
in  Clarksville,  Tex.  At  1  p.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  for  the 
McClellan.  At  2:15  came  to  anchor  near  the  McClellan. 


Report  of  Captain  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  an  account  of  the  occupation  of  Brazos 

Santiago. 

U.  S.  S.  Ossipee, 

Off  Galveston  Tex.,  Novembers ,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Annie  Lends  has  been  unable  to  sail  for  want  of  wind.. 

1  hasten  to  send  you  the  accounts  from  Rio  Grande  just  received 
from  Lieutenant-Commander  Henry,  who  reports  that  on  the  2d  or 
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3d  of  November  the  army  under  General  Banks,  about  9,000  strong-, 
landed  at  Brazos  Santiago.  The  Monongahela,  Owasco,  and  \irginia 
arrived  the  day  after  and  seized  as  prizes,  lying  in  American  waters, 
the  brig  Dashing  Ubve,  the  Volante ,  bark  Science ,  and  schoonei  Mat- 
amoras,  all  English.  Another  English  schooner  loading  with  cotton 
will  be  seized. 

The  army  has  possession  of  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  Brazos 
Santiago,  and  Point  Isabel,  and  is  now  on  the  march  to  Brownsville, 
which  is  reported  burned.  Of  the  army  expedition  one,  a  tugboat, 
Union ,  was  lost  at  sea.  Another  tug  on  bar  at  Brazos  Santiago  bilged, 
and  one  schooner  lost  at  sea,  laden  with  fresh  water.  No  lives  lost, 
except  in  crossing  the  bar  of  Rio  Grande,  when  the  Owasco  lost  2  men 
and  the  army  5. 

An  expedition  of  two  regiments  was  to  go  to  Aransas  to  land  on 
southern  end  of  Mustang  Island. 

Generals  Banks  and  Dana  and  staff  were  all  on  shore  at  Brazos  San¬ 
tiago.  Many  of  our  transports  are  inside  at  Brazos. 

The  Owasco  comes  for  coal.  I  shall  dispatch  the  coal  schooner  to 
New  Orleans  to-day  and  send  Katahdin  to  the  Rio  Grande  while  the 
Owasco  coals  here. 

The  Katahdin  and  Cayuga  will  be  sent  to  New  Orleans  for  repairs 
so  soon  as  they  can  be  spared.  We  must  have  some  vessels  here  if  you 
desire  the  blockade  kept  up.  My  previous  letters  show  that  we  have 
been  kept  busy  and  want  steamers  on  Southern  coast.  No  dispatch 
vessel. 

Supply  steamer  is  looked  for  daily.  Stores  for  the  Kittatinny 
required. 

Ver}^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer, 

Second  Division  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 

It  is  probable  you  have  the  army  news  from  the  Rio  Grande. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Dana,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Strong,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela,  returning  thanks  for  gallant  services  rendered. 

Headquarters  Thirteenth  Army  Corps, 
Steamship  McClellan ,  Brazos  Santiago ,  November  f  1863. 

I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  you,  and  through  you  to 
your  officers  and  men,  for  the  many  services  you  have  rendered  this 
expedition,  and  particularly  for  the  gallant  service  rendered  by  Captain 
[Edmund  W.J  Henry  and  the  crew  of  the  Owasco  in  saving  the  steam 
transport  Zeqdiyr  from  wreck  during  the  late  storm  and  towing  her 
to  the  rendezvous,  and  to  you  and  your  crew  for  assisting  the  steam 
transport  Bagley  in  distress;  also  especially  for  the  signal  gallantry  of 
your  brave  tars  in  landing  our  soldiers  through  the  dangerous  surf 
yesterday  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

I  wish  to  mention  for  your  special  approval  the  names  of  Master’s 
Mate  [James  IE]  Rogers,  Captains  of  the  Forecastle  [David]  White 
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and  [Guiseppi]  Conte  Modena,  and  Ordinary  Seamen  [Alonzo]  Birt  and 
[James]  Hewes,  of  the  Virginia ,  who,  when  a  boat  from  this  ship  was 
capsized  in  the  breakers  on  this  bar  at  dusk  last  night,  boldly  pushed 
into  the  perilous  place  and  searched  for  the  men  all  night. 

You  will  oblige  me  now  by  bringing  your  ship  to  this  anchorage, 
when  I  will  communicate  with  you  in  reference  to  future  operations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

N.  J.  T.  Dana, 

Major-  General. 

Captain  Strong, 

U.  S.  S.  Monongahela ,  Comdg.  Naval  Forces  off  Brazos. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Bee,  C.  S.  Army,  announcing  the  approach  of  the  enemy’s 

vessels  off  Bazos  Santiago. 


Headquarters  Fort  Brown,  November  1863 — 3  p.  on. 

Sir:  The  eneni3T  are  in  considerable  force,  fifteen  vessels  of  all  sizes, 
up  to  this  time,  are  off  the  Brazos  Santiago.  Ten  shells  were  fired 
this  morning  at  the  houses  at  the  mouth.  The  weather  is  stormy,  and 
I  do  not  anticipate  a  landing  before  to-morrow.  I  have  150  of  [James] 
Duff’s  cavalry,  very  much  exhausted  by  a  week’s  constant  duty. 

Respectfully, 

H.  P.  Bee, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Captain  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Houston. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Bee,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dickinson,  C.  S. 

Army,  announcing  the  occupation  by  the  Federal  forces  of  Brazos  Santiago. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Army  of  Texas, 

Santa  Gertrudes ,  November  8 ,  1863. 

Sir:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  of  the 
evacuation  of  Brownsville  by  the  Confederate  forces  and  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  that  place  by  the  enemy  in  large  force.  At  5  p.  m.  on  the  1st 
instant  the  enemy  made  their  appearance  oft'  the  Brazos  Bar  with  a 
fleet  of  eleven  vessels,  which  was  increased  to  twenty-six  transports 
and  gunboats  during  the  night.  They  effected  their  first  landing  on 
the  evening  of  the  2d,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  two  large  trans¬ 
ports  had  entered  the  bay  and  landed  five  regiments  of  infantry  and 
about  400  cavalry  horses.  On  the  evening  of  the  3d,  about  100  of  their 
cavalry  ran  in  our  pickets  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  can  not  be  less  than  8,000.  Colonel  Duff’s 
command  will  arrive  at  this  point  to-night. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  Tarver, 

Aid-de-  Gamp  and  Acting  Adjutant-  General. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  G.  Dickinson, 

Commanding  at  San  Antonio. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Brigadier-General  Boggs,  C.  S. 

Army,  announcing  the  occupation  of  Brazos  Santiago  and  Brownsville  by  the  Federal 

forces. 

Houston,  November  10 ,  1863. 

General:  Information  has  just  been  received  by  me  that  the  enemy 
appeared  off  Brazos  Santiago  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant  and, 
landing  at  that  point,  marched  on  Brownsville,  which  was  evacuated 
on  the  dth  by  General  Bee,  after  the  buildings  and  cotton  had  been 
destroyed.  Their  forces  are  estimated  at  from  5,000  to  6,000  men, 
and  supposed  by  General  Bee  to  come  from  Fortress  Monroe,  although 
it  is  my  impression  that  they  are  from  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 

I  will  give  further  particulars  and  details  to-morrow. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,T.  Bankhead  Magruder, 
Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  W.  R.  Boggs, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Shreveport. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Lam, son,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Granite  City,  regarding  the  capture  of  Confederate  schooner  Anita. 

U.  S.  S.  Granite  City, 

Off  Pass  Cavallo ,  Texas,  October  28,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  of  the  rebel 
schooner  Anita,  with  a  cargo  of  273  bales  of  cotton,  from  Matagorda, 
bound  to  Honduras,  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  instant. 

I  have  sent  her  to  New  Orleans  in  charge  of  prize  crew. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Lamson, 

Commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Granite  City. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  IT.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  continued  prev¬ 
alence  of  yellow  fever  on  Gnited  States  vessels  in  the  Mississippi 
River. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  La.,  October  30,  1863. 
Sir:  I  am  sorry  to  inform  the  Department  that  yellow  fever  still 
exists  on  board  most  of  the  United  States  vessels  in  the  river.  The 
Estrella,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke,  is  the 
severest  sufferer,  and  1  have  found  it  necessary  to  suspend  repairs 
upon  her  and  send  her  to  quarantine  down  the  river.  Not  more  than 
one  case  in  the  course  of  three  days  now  occurs  on  board  of  this  ship. 

1  enclose  herewith  a  communication  from  the  fleet  surgeon  on  the 
subject  of  the  fever;  his  remarks  will  apply  as  well  to  half  of  the 
fleet  as  to  this  ship;  undoubtedly  they  should  be  exposed  to  severe 
cold  during  a  part  of  this  winter,  at  least,  if  we  would  have  health  in 
them  next  summer. 

I  would  suggest  that  all  of  the  smaller  vessels  could  experience  the 
desirable  change  by  ascending  the  river  to  Cairo  or  St.  Louis  during 
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high  water,  and  that  some  of  the  river  fleet  be  sent  down  to  take  their 
places. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,  Washington. 


[Enclosure.] 

Flagship  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Of  New  Orleans ,  October  22,  1863. 

Sir:  At  my  request  the  surgeon  of  the  flagship  makes  me  the  enclosed 
report  (cop}T)  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  epidemic  now  prevail¬ 
ing  on  board.  1  have  nothing  to  add,  except  a  recommendation  that 
t  he  Pensacola  be  got  north  immediately,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  under 
sail,  and  that  she  remain  exposed  to  a  freezing  temperature  for  at 
least  a  month.  In  my  opinion  she  will  otherwise  have  typhoid  dis¬ 
eases  all  the  winter  and  become  a  focus  of  infection  as  soon  as  warm 
weather  returns. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•Ias.  C.  Palmer, 

Fleet  Surgeon. 

Commodore  H.  IT.  Bell, 

Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

[Subenclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  October  21, 1863. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  verbal  directions  I  make  the  following 
statement  in  regard  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  this  ship: 

Cases  of  fever,  malignant  in  character,  began  to  occur  on  board  on 
the  1st  day  of  September.  Up  to  the  present  time  -11  cases  have  [been] 
reported,  of  which  10  are  believed  to  have  terminated  fatally  (the 
official  report  in  some  of  the  cases  sent  to  quarantine  hospital  not 
having  reached  us). 

The  largest  number  of  new  cases  in  a  single  day  has  been  six. 
Intervals  of  five  or  six  days  have  passed  at  times  without  a  new  case. 
Each  accession  of  cool  weather  seeming  to  develop  the  latent  cases, 
with  each  recurrence  of  milder  temperature  the  process  of  incubation 
apparently  recommences. 

New  cases  continue  to  occur,  and  some  of  the  more  recent  are  as 
malignant  and  as  rapidly  fatal  as  the  early  ones. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  causes  of  disease  exist  within  the 
ship,  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  having  been  developed  among 
those  persons  who  are  employed  about  the  engines  and  those  who  are 
berthed  in  the  same  vicinity. 

In  my  opinion  the  ship’s  company  will  continue  to  suffer  from 
malignant  disease,  varying  in  type  perhaps  with  the  season,  until  the 
the  ship  is  abandoned  or  thoroughly  exposed  to  a  freezing  tempera¬ 
ture.  A  cruise  at  sea  under  sail  might  suspend  the  development,  but 
it  would  surely  recur  whenever  a  summer  temperature  should  be  repro¬ 
duced,  either  by  the  change  of  season  or  by  relighting  the  fires. 
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Believing  that  both  humanity  and  policy  dictate  immediate  and  decided 
action,  I  submit  the  matter  for  reference  to  competent  authority. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Lansdale, 

Surgeon. 

Fleet  Surgeon  J.  C.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy, 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Sq  uadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Instructions  from  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commodore  Thatcher , 

U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  vessels. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  October  30 ,  1863. 

Commodore:  The  steamer  Port  Royal ,  Lieutenant-Commander  G.  U. 
Morris,  was  sent  from  the  river  on  the  26th  instant  to  report  to  }mu  for 
duty  off  Mobile  Bay. 

The  Richmond  left  the  mouth  on  the  17th  for  this  station  and  should 
be  out  by  this  time. 

The  Octorara  and  Kennebec  will  leave  here  Monday,  2d  proximo,  to 
report  to  you.  Here  are  four  vessels  in  good  condition  for  blockade, 
and  you  will  please  send  into  the  river  the  vessels  requiring  repairs  as 
fast  as  the  repaired  vessels  report  to  you. 

The  Lackawanna  to  be  first  in  order,  as  she  will  be  wanted  immedi¬ 
ately  and  is  considered  the  most  in  need  of  repairs.  The  Genesee  has 
been  thoroughly  examined  here;  the  leak  is  in  her  bottom;  she  was 
calked  while  in  the  river  and  can’t  require  calking  to  any  great  extent. 
If  she  can’t  keep  on  blockade  without  danger  to  herself,  please  send 
her  into  the  river  or  into  the  sound;  you  will  judge  of  the  necessity. 
She  shall  not  leave  the  station  unless  the  Department  or  admiral  shall 
order  it. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Morris  reported  the  Port  Royal  as  requir¬ 
ing  repairs  before  he  left  the  river,  but  as  I  thought  her  services  were 
wanted  off  Mobile,  I  sent  her  to  you  until  she  could  be  relieved  by 
one  of  the  vessels  repairing  here.  She  was  stopped  at  quarantine,  72 
miles  below,  and  we  could  not  examine  her. 

Very  respectfully, 


H.  H.  Bell, 


Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado ,  Commanding  Blockading  Forces. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Bell , 
TT.  S.  Navy,  regretting  his  delayed  return  to  his  command  of  the  West 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Astor  House,  October  30,  1863. 

Dear  Commodore:  I  was  in  hopes  to  have  been  off'  before  this,  but 
you  know  what  it  is  to  get  a  vessel  in  the  hands  of  the  machinists. 
I  suppose  it  will  be  at  least  three  weeks  before  the  Hartford  and 
Brooklyn  are  ready  for  sea.  I  feel  anxious  to  be  with  you,  as  I  see 
General  Banks  is  beginning  to  move.  The  Government,  however, 
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appears  to  be  in  no  hurry.  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  really  wish  to 
see  Charleston  fall  before  they  move  against  Mobile,  but  I  am  in  hopes 
to  get  a  few  light-draft  boats  for  the  shallow  waters  of  the  Southern 
coast;  but  the  difficulty  is  to  protect  their  machinery.  I  can  get  boats 
of  feet  draft,  but  the  machinery  is  all  exposed  to  shot.  I  will  have 
them  covered  in  like  the  Albatross ,  and  lined  with  sheet  iron  to'protect 
them  against  musketry.  But  the  round  shot  will  go  through  easily. 
I  can  get  propellers  that  will  not  draw  more  than  6  feet  water,  but 
by  the  time  we  protect  them  and  fit  them  for  service  with  all  the  men 
on  board  they  will  draw  7  feet  I  fear;  but  I  am  doing  the  best  I  can. 
I  think  that  howitzers  are  all-sufficient  for  those  light  vessels;  a 
20-pounder  Parrott  when  there  is  room,  but  I  think  the  12-pounder 
howitzer  just  as  good. 

There  is  a  large  number  of  vessels  here,  but  they  fit  them  out  so 
slowly  that  there  is  no  knowing  when  they  will  be  ready.  There  are 
three  or  four  monitors  launched,  but  it  will  take  some  two  months  or 
more,  I  think,  to  finish  them.  Things  generally  look  better  for  us. 
Mr.  Zantzinger,  my  brother-in-law,  spent  the  evening  with  me,  and  he 
says  he  does  not  know  how  the  secessionists  live,  things  are  so  high 
in  the  South  and  there  is  no  money  coming  in;  but  the  Union  people 
have  the  majority  in  Norfolk  just  now,  and  are  gaining  daily.  I  was 
glad  to  see  that  you  are  still  taking  prizes  off  the  coast  of  Texas  and 
Mobile.  I  told  the  madam  that  you  would  get  enough  to  pay  for  the 
house,  etc.  Her  only  fear  was  that  you  would  not  want  to  come  home, 
so  1  promised  to  make  you.  I  hope  you  are  getting  the  vessels  before 
the  court  as  fast  as  possible,  fori  hope  to  get  something  for  the  crews 
of  the  vessels  that  have  been  confined  to  the  river. 

There  appears  to  be  some  difficulty  about  the  transfer  of  the  $67,000 
on  prize  account  to  Mr.  Dunn,  and  I  told  them  of  it  at  the  time  and 
directed  the  paymaster  [to]  specify  the  amount  that  belonged  to  the 
prize  account.  Mr.  Dunn  will  have  to  cover  the  amount  by  a  requisi¬ 
tion  for  the  squadron,  and  then  the  $67,000  will  be  paid  over  to  the 
persons  entitled  to  it;  but  the  Secretary  seemed  to  think  that  I  had 
better  let  it  stand  until  I  get  out  there.  But  Paymaster  Davis  says  he 
has  made  it  all  right;  but  his  views  and  those  of  the  Government  may 
be  very  different. 

God  bless  you. 

Your  friend, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-  A  dmiral. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell. 


Mrs.  Farragut  sends  her  kind  regards  to  you. 


D.  G.  F. 


Report  of  Captain  Jenkins ,  U.  S..  Wavy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rich¬ 
mond,  of  arrival  in  South  West  Pass. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Of  Pilot  Town ,  South  West  Pass,  October  31,  1863. 

Sir:  I  arrived  at  this  place  at  4  p.  m.  yesterday,  and  sent  immediately 
the  telegraphic  dispatch  of  which  I  now  transmit  a  copy,  but  have  not 
received  a  reply.  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  my  orders,  and  also 
orders  for  Captain  J,  R.  Golds  borough,  commanding  the  Colorado, 
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I  await  your  further  orders  in  regard  to  a  supply  of  coal  and  water. 
It  is  blowing  a  very  fresh  northeaster  here  and  outside. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain  . 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  term, 

New  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Captain  Gill  is.  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  affairs  off  Galveston. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex .,  November  1,  1863. 

Sir:  I  received  last  evening  yours  by  the  Arkansas.  The  Mononga- 
hela ,  Owasco,  and  Virginia  having  been  sent  by  you  direct  to  Brazos 
Santiago,  I  can  not  as  }Tet  give  you  the  account  of  coal  they  consume 
daily  or  weekly.  The  Annie  Lewis  will  probably  be  discharged  on 
return  of  Granite  City ,  absent  on  a  cruise  to  the  southward. 

You  will  please  observe  by  my  previous  report  that  I  have  endeav¬ 
ored,  with  the  small  force  here,  to  keep  a  vigilant  watch  on  the  extended 
blockade. 

The  return  to  New  Orleans  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Kendall 
will  leave  the  New  London,  without  a  medical  officer.  The  Bohio  and 
Kittatinny  are  in  like  condition.  Have  my  previous  letters  been 
received? 

The  Ossipjeds  decks  require  calking,  and  her  pivot  ports  should  be 
made  more  secure. 

I  too  am  opposed  to  flags  of  truce.  You  have  sent  letters  on  several 
occasions  to  be  forwarded  thus.  Those  received  by  Arkansas  shall  be 
attended  to. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Captain,  and  Senior  Officer , 

Second  Division  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 

I  enclose  Acting  Master  C.  W.  Lamson’s  report. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-  Commander  Newman, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pembina. 

Navy  Department,  November  3,  1863. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  V.  S.  gunboat  Pembina  is  ready  for  sea  proceed 
with  her  to  New  Orleans  and  report  to  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell  or 
the  senior  naval  officer  present  for  duty  in  the  West  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  L.  Howard  Newman, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pembina ,  New  York . 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  Comm,ander 
Low ,  Z7.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Octorara. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  Z«.,  November  2,  1863. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Octorara  is  ready  for  sea  proceed  to  Mobile  Bay 
and  report  to  Commodore  Thatcher  for  blockade  duty  there. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  G  ulf  Blockading  Sq  uadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  W.  Low, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Octorara ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  coal  supplied  to 

the  army. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  Z«.,  November  #,  1863. 

Sir:  The  army  finding  itself  without  coals  in  the  midst  of  active 
military  operations,  application  has  been  made  to  me  for  a  supply  for 
the  immediate  use  of  their  transports,  which  I  have  complied  with, 
loaning  them  3,000  tons. 

If  shipments  be  made  immediately  for  this  station  and  navy  yard, 
Pensacola,  no  inconvenience  to  this  squadron  will  result  from  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  G  ulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  commandant ,  navy  yard ,  Pensacola ,  to  Commodore 
Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  in  view  of  statement  of  the  gyrovost-marshal  at 
Fort  Barrancas  regarding  illicit  trade. 

Commandant’s  Office, 

Navy  Yard ,  Pensacola ,  November  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  *  of  30th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
a  communication*  dated  [Fort]  Barrancas,  October  22,  1863,  from 
Captain  Salmon  Dutton,  provost- marshal,  to  Colonel  E.  G.  Beckwith, 
provost-marshal-general  at  New  Orleans,  on  the  subject  of  illicit  trade 
imagined  to  be  carried  on  by  parties  within  our  lines  and  the  enemy. 

In  June  last,  by  authority  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  I 
made  a  contract  with  S.  P.  Griffin,  of  New  Orleans,  to  collect  all  the 
timber  logs  that  I  might  require  which  could  be  found  on  the  shores 
or  afloat  in  Pensacola  Bay  and  its  tributaries  and  land  them  at  the 
navy  yard. 

These  logs  were  lying  on  the  shores  of  Escambia  Bay  and  ltiver, 
Blackwater  River,  and  East  Bay;  and  to  collect  them,  of  course,  it  was 
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necessary  to  go  to  those  localities.  Several  boats  with  parties  of  two 
to  five  or  six  men  were  employed  in  the  business,  and  the  men  were 
compelled  to  take  with  them  their  necessary  provisions,  as  they  could 
not  with  safety  land  to  procure  them,  nor  could  they  have  procured 
them  if  thejr  had  landed. 

These  men  had  passes  for  themselves  and  their  provisions,  which  were 
examined  at  the  guard  ship,  and  they  were  not  permitted  to  pass  if 
they  exceeded  what  was  authorized  by  the  passes.  These  parties  were 
sometimes  absent  several  days,  and  the  provisions  they  were  allowed 
to  take  with  them  were  no  more  than  it  was  supposed  they  needed. 
Several  attempts  have  been  made — several  of  which  were  successful — 
by  the  rebels  to  capture  those  people,  and  it  is  not  very  likely  that 
they  would  part  with  their  food  to  their  enemies.  Besides  the  people 
employed  in  collecting  logs,  some  others  have  been  employed  in  East 
Bay  making  shingles  for  the  hospital  buildings  now  being  erected  in 
this  yard,  and  others  on  the  Live  Oak  plantation  in  cutting  wood  for 
the  yard  to  supply  the  vessels  of  the  squadron.  All  these  people  have 
■been  necessarily  allowed  to  take  their  provisions  with  them. 

If  supplies  of  any  kind  have  been  carried  beyond  our  lines  to  the 
rebels,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  has  not  been  under  passes  either  from 
Commander  Gibson  or  myself. 

At  the  time  of  the  evacuation  of  Pensacola  in  March  last  nearly  all 
of  the  population  of  that  place  came  here,  a  few  families  only  being 
left  thei’e,  some  of  whom  professed  to  be  loyal  citizens,  but  remained 
there  because  they  did  not  expect  to  be  disturbed  by  the  rebels,  and 
they  had  their  own  houses  to  live  in,  while,  if  they  had  come  here, 
they  would  have  been  houseless.  Some  of  these  families  have  been 
allowed  to  have  some  supplies  from  here,  but  not  in  sufficient  quanti¬ 
ties,  after  satisfying  their  own  pressing  wants,  to  dispose  of  to  the 
rebels. 

Mr.  Morino,  Spanish  consul,  who  says  he  is  notan  American  citizen, 
has  been  allowed  to  obtain  some  supplies  from  here  for  his  own  use, 
on  his  pledge,  as  a  man  of  honor,  that  none  of  them  should  be  furnished 
to  an}^  person  inimical  to  our  Government. 

Commander  Gibson  informs  me  that  the  sloop  Hope ,  of  which 
Axelson  is  owner  and  master,  had  a  permit  from  Provost-Marshal 
Wilson  to  run  between  East  Bay  and  Warrington,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  down  vegetables,  etc.,  and  at  the  request  of  the  master, 
Commander  Gibson  countersigned  the  pass.  The  sloop  went  to  New 
Orleans  and  brought  back  some  supplies  for  one  of  the  stores  in  War¬ 
rington,  and  after  landing  them,  the  master  obtained  from  Commander 
Gibson  a  permit  to  go  to  his  home  on  East  Bay  and  to  take  with  him 
for  his  own  use  a  barrel  of  flour  and  25  pounds  of  bacon.  The  sloop 
is  now  here,  having  returned  within  a  few  days  with  a  load  of  shingles. 

Axelson  lives  on  the  Live  Oak  plantation  side  of  East  Bay  and  bears 
the  character  of  a  good,  loyal  citizen. 

As  the  rebels  have  nothing  afloat  in  these  waters,  I  understand  that 
our  lines  embrace  them;  and  in  giving  passes  to  the  persons  as  above 
mentioned  I  have  not  given  passes  to  cross  the  lines. 

If  the  provost- marshal  had  reason  to  suppose  that  the  passes  given 
here  were  used  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  illicit  trade,  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  would  have  been  well  for  him  to  have  given  me  the  informa¬ 
tion,  as  it  might  have  enabled  me  to  take  such  steps  as  would  have 
prevented  their  misuse, 
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The  provost-marshal  says  he  is  satisfied  that  there  is  a  contraband 
trade  going-  on  in  this  district  to  a  great  extent.  I  say  that  I  know  such 
is  not  done  under  navy  passes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Smith, 

^  Commodore ,  Command, inq. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  protein., 

TJ.  S.  S.  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  of  the  arrival  at  New  Orleans 
of  the  TJ.  S.  steamers  Richmond  and  Penguin. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  La.,  November  3, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  steam 
sloop  Richmond,  Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  and  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Penguin,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  James  R.  Beers,  arrived  at 
New. Orleans  on  the  2d  instant;  the  Penguin  requiring  considerable 
repairs  of  machinery  before  she  can  be  sent  on  blockade. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
urging  the  capture  of  the  steamer  City  of  Petersburg . 

Navy  Department,  November  J,  1863. 

Sir:  Transmitted  in  the  mail  of  }?e«terday  were  extracts  from  con¬ 
sular  dispatches  concerning  suspicious  vessels. 

Your  particular  attention  is  called  to  the  case  of  the  steamer  City 
of  Petersburg.  Her  character  is  undoubted,  and  the  consul  who  fur¬ 
nished  the  information  is  of  opinion  that  she  should  be  captured  wher¬ 
ever  found  on  the  high  seas. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  Gidf  Squadron pro  ten t.,  etc. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Greene,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  calling  attention  to  the  steamers  Union  and 
Medora,  lying  in  Pascagoula. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  November  J,  1863. 
Sir:  I  am  informed  that  two  schooners,  Union  and  Medora,  are 
lying  in  Pascagoula  with  cotton  on  board,  ready  to  come  out.  They 
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are  there  in  violation  of  blockade,  and  lie  in  sight  of  the  steamers 
Jackson  and  Calhoun.  If  you  could  organize  an  expedition  of  boats 
by  night  from  the  three  vessels,  might  you  not  cut  them  out*  Lhe 
expedition  must  be  commanded  by  an  officer  of  the  regular  seivice. 
Please  give  the  subject  immediate  attention,  directing  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Bigelow  to  make  a  reconnoissance  for  your  information. 
Blockade  runners  must  not  be  suffered  to  lie  in  sight  of  you  unmo¬ 
lested  if  they  can  be  reached.  Be  prompt. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Ciias.  H.  Greene, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes,  Ship  Island. 


Seizures  made  by  United  States  vessels  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande 

November  If  and  5 ,  1863. 

Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Brown,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Virginia, 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  vessels  Matamoras,  Volante,  Dashing  Wave,  and 
Science. 

U.  S.  S.  Virginia, 

Off  Coast  of  Texas ,  November  6 ,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  4th  of  November 
I  boarded  the  British  schooner  Matamoras,  .of  Nassau,  while  she  was 
lying  at  anchor  with  the  middle  of  the  bar  of  the  Rio  Grande  bearing 
west  by  south  by  compass  distant  about  2  miles. 

I  found  by  the  cargo  book  that  she  had  taken  in  spades,  boots  and 
shoes,  cotton  cards,  and  axes  at  New  York,  and  had  discharged  them 
in  American  waters,  I  therefore  captured  her  a  prize  to  the  United 
States. 

The  next  morning,  November  5,  I  took  a  compass  in  my  boat,  and 
taking  with  me  Acting  Ensign  A.  F.  West,  I  pulled  near  the  bar  and 
obtained  the  true  position  of  the  vessels  lying  north  of  the  boundary 
line,  among  which  I  found  the  British  brigs  Volante  and  Dashing 
Wave,  the  British  bark  Science ,  and  the  British  schooner  Matamoras , 
besides  a  number  of  small  schooners. 

As  the  Matamoras  had  already  been  taken,  I  then  proceeded  to  the 
bark  Science  and  found  by  the  cargo  books  that  she  had  been  dis¬ 
charging  a  large  quantity  of  woolen  cloth.  The  bills  of  lading  and 
cargo  books  were  very  vague,  specifying  nothing  except  the  number 
and  marks  of  the  bales,  not  stating  whether  they  were  bales  of  hay, 
gunnies,  cotton  or  woolen  goods.  I  finally  obtained  from  the  captain 
the  information  that  the  bales  consisted  of  woolen  cloth  of  a  color 
between  blue  and  grey.  That  is  just  the  Confederate  uniform  color. 

Upon  these  facts  being  made  known,  the  bark  lying  in  American 
waters,  1  took  charge  of  her  as  a  prize  to  the  United  States. 

Soon  after  having  placed  a  prize  crew  on  board  of  her,  the  U.  S. 
gunboat  Owasco  came  down  from  the  Brazos  Santiago,  and  the  com¬ 
mander  coming  on  board  of  us,  I  pointed  out  to  him  the  two  brigs 
which  I  had  not  yet  examined.  We  then  went  together  to  the  Dash¬ 
ing  Wave  and  found  a  large  quantity  of  medicine,  boots,  shoes,  etc., 
on  board  of  her.  Leaving  one  man  in  charge  of  her  we  proceeded  to 
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the  Volante,  of  Jersey,  and  found  she  had  blankets,  boots  and  shoes, 
stocking's,  and  Confederate  uniform  cloth  on  board,  upon  which  ground 
we  declared  her  a  prize. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry  then  sent  an  officer  and  crew 
to  the  brig  Dashing  Wave,  and  I  sent  a  prize  crew  to  the  brig  Volante. 
On  the  6th  of  November  I  visited  the  other  vessels  lying  in  American 
waters,  but  found  them  engaged  in  legitimate  business. 

The  U.  S.  gunboat  Owasco  was  in  sight  during  the  capture  of  the 
Matamoras  and  the  Science ,  and  assisted  in  the  capture  of  the  Dashing 
Wave  and  Volante.  The  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela  was  in  sight,  lying 
off  Brazos  Santiago,  while  these  captures  were  made. 

I  forward  herewith  the  prize  list  of  this  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  H.  Brown, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding  JJ.  S.  S.  Virginia. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Henry,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Owasco,  regard¬ 
ing  the  capture  of  the  British  brig  Dashing  Wave,  November  5,  1863. 


U.  S.  S.  Owasco, 

Rio  Grande,  November  5,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  boarded  and  seized  as  a 
prize  to  the  United  States  the  English  brig  Dashing  Wave.  I  seized 
her  under  the  following  circumstances,  viz: 

The  brig  was  in  American  waters,  the  entrance  of  the  river  bearing 
by  her  compass  W.  S.  W.  She  was  loaded  with  a  general  cargo,  and 
among  the  articles  on  board  were  medicines  of  all  kinds,  blankets, 
boots,  and  bales  of  army  clothing.  1  thought  those  things  were  suffi¬ 
cient  to  condemn  her,  especially  as  there  was  a  great  quantity  of  qui¬ 
nine  on  board.  The  Virginia  was  near  by  and  the  Monongahela  in 
signal  distance  at  the  time.  I  reported  to  the  captain  of  the  Monon¬ 
gahela  what  I  had  done,  and  he  appeared  satisfied  with  my  conduct. 
I  will  dispatch  my  vessel  immediately  to  New  Orleans  and  give  orders 
for  the  captain  of  the  Virginia  to  do  the  same  with  those  he  has  taken 
charge  of. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  Henry, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  British  consul  at  New  Orleans  to  Commodore  Bell,  IT.  S.  Navy,  requesting 
an  order  for  the  release  of  the  master  of  the  brig  Dashing  Wave. 

British  Consulate, 

New  Orleans,  November  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dean,  who  is  son  of  the 
owner  of  the  British  brig  Dashing  W@ve,  lately  seized  by  the  U.  S. 
gunboat  Virginia  while  at  anchor  oil  the  Rio  Grande  and  now  in  the 
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Mississippi  River,  who  informs  me  that  the  master  of  the  Dashing 
Wave  is  a  prisoner  in  irons,  on  a  false  charge,  on  board  his  vessel. 

I  can  scarcely  think  Captain  Rive  has  been  guilty  of  such  a  crime 
or  crimes  as  would  warrant  a  punishment  so  condign,  and  I  deem  it 
proper  to  bring  the  matter  to  your  notice,  feeling  assured  that  if  it  is 
as  represented  you  will  have  an  early  investigation  as  to  the  cause  of 
imprisonment  or  order  his  release. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Coppell, 

Her  Britannic  Majesty’s  Acting  Consul. 

Commodore  H.  II.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Henry,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
transmitting  receipt  for  brig  Dashing  Wave. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  November  27,  1863. 

Sir:  Herewith  find  enclosed  the  receipt  of  the  U.  S.  marshal  for  the 
prize  brig  Dashing  Wave.  Acting  Master  Thomas  B.  Sears,  the  prize 
master,  having  been  detained  and  imprisoned  by  the  court,  the  receipt 
is  sent  to  you. 

Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gidf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Oivasco. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Brown,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Virginia, 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  brig  Volante. 

U.  S.  S.  Virginia, 

Off  Coast  of  Texas ,  November  6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  !  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  capture  by  this  vessel  of 
the  British  brig  Volante ,  of  Jersey,  this  day. 

At  the  time  of  capture  the  Volante  was  lying  about  3  miles  from 
the  shore,  with  the  center  of  the  Rio  Grande  bar  bearing  W.  S.  W. 
by  compass.  Upon  examination  of  her  papers,  I  found  that  she  carried 
the  following  articles  contraband  of  war,  viz,  boots  and  shoes,  army 
blankets,  case  of  stockings,  bales  of  Confederate  uniform,  woolen 
cloth,  etc. 

I  therefore  sent  her  to  New  Orleans  as  a  prize  to  the  United  States. 
I  forward  herewith  a  list  of  officers  and  crew  attached  to  this  vessel  at 
time  of  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  H.  Brown, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Virginia. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Brown,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Virginia, 

regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  bark  Science  and  referring  to  the  brig  Volante. 

U.  S.  S.  Virginia, 

Off  the  Coast  of  Texas ,  November  6',  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  particulars  relating  to 
the  capture  of  the  British  bark  Science ,  of  Waterford.  On  the  5th 
of  November,  1863,  I  boarded  the  said  bark  and  found  her  lying  in 
American  waters,  with  the  center  of  the  bar  of  the  Rio  Grande  bear¬ 
ing  by  compass  W.  by  S.  £  S.,  distant  about  2£  miles. 

1  found  by  examination  of  her  cargo  books  that  she  had  discharged 
a  large  quantity  of  bales,  but  upon  enquiry  of  the  captain  and  mate  as 
to  the  contents  of  those  bales  I  was  told  that  they  could  give  me  no 
information: 

The  cargo  books,  both  of  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  these  bales  and 
the  bills  of  lading,  seemed  to  be  intentionally  guarded  as  to  stating  the 
contents  of  the  bales,  and  in  no  place  wThere  this  part  of  the  cargo  was 
mentioned  was  there  any  clue  as  to  their  contents. 

This  studied  obscurity  gave  rise  to  suspicion,  and  1  told  the  captain 
that  I  should  have  to  detain  his  vessel  until  I  could  be  satisfied  as  to 
the  contents  of  the  bales. 

Upon  hearing  this  he  said  that  some  of  the  bales  had  been  chafed 
during  the  passage  from  London,  and  he  saw  that  they  contained 
woolen  cloth.  I  then  asked  him  the  color  of  that  cloth,  and  reluc¬ 
tantly  he  told  me  it  was  neither  blue  nor  grey,  but  a  shade  between  these 
two  colors.  This  I  knew  to  be  the  Confederate  uniform  color,  and 
immediately  told  the  captain.  I  took  his  vessel  as  a  prize  to  the 
United  States. 

Upon  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  I  seized  the  British  brig  Volante , 
of  Jersey,  loaded  by  the  same  brokers  and  consigned  to  the  same 
house  in  Matamoras,  and  on  board  of  her  I  found  15  bales  of  cloth 
which  the  captain  said  was  a  balance  of  an  invoice  shipped  by  the 
Science.  Upon  these  grounds  I  considered  her  a  lawful  prize,  and  sent 
her  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  H.  Brown, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Virginia. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Strong,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  correspondence  with  the  captain 
of  the  port  of  Boca  del  Rio,  regarding  the  captures. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Brazos  Santiago ,  November  8 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Yesterday  afternoon  1  received  a  letter  from  the  captain  of  the 
port,  a  translation  of  which  1  herewith  enclose  you.  Early  this  morn¬ 
ing  I  went  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  investigated  the  case, 
and  if  Captain  Brown’s  statement  is  correcj,  which  I  have  no  reason 
to  doubt,  he  has  not  gone  beyond  his  duty.  The  lighters  were  not 
seized  at  all,  and  as  they  returned  to  the  port  as  soon  as  they  had 
unloaded  1  said  nothing  about  them  in  my  letter  to  the  captain  of  the 
port.  A  copy  of  my  letter  in  answer  to  his  I  also  enclose. 
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There  was  a  steamer  that  left  to-day,  I  believe,  for  New  Orleans,  but 
the  general  is  quartered  on  shore  and  did  not  advise  me  of  her  sailing. 

There  has  nothing  further  of  importance  transpired  here  since  I 
wrote  you  last.  Nothing  has  been  landed  to-day,  it  being  too  rough 
on  the  bar.  The  steamers  are  nearly  all  discharged. 

Three  or  four  days  since  the  general  proposed  to  make  another 
demonstration  higher  up  the  coast,  but  I  have  heard  nothing  of  it 
since,  as  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  on  shore. 

I  had  to  send  the  Owasco  up  to  Galveston  for  coal  night  before  last. 

It  will  be  a  serious  matter  for  this  vessel  to  coal  there,  if  it  is  as  rough 
as  it  is  here.  There  has  been  but  one  day  since  I  arrived  here  that  I 
could  have  cast  loose  my  11-inch  or  200-pounder  ride,  and  even  on  that 
one  day  it  would  have  been  attended  with  no  small  risk.  Even  to-day, 
when  the  steamers  anchored  near  me  are  quite  steady,  my  ship  rolls 
the  muzzles  of  the  broadside  guns  under  water. 

The  New  London  came  down  yesterday  on  a  cruise  and  brought  me 
a  dispatch  from  Captain  Gillis;  she  returned  immediately. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Commander. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

U.  S.  Flagship  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 

[Enclosures. — Translation.] 

Office  of  Captain  of  Port  of  Matamoras 

and  Military  Commander, 

Boca  del  Rio ,  Novem  her  6,  1863. 

To-day,  at  9  in  the  morning,  the  schooners  Matamoras ,  Clotilde ,  and 
all  the  other  Mexican  lighters  have  been  captured  by  the  U.  S.  war 
steamer  Virginia,  and  as  I  do  not  know  what  is  the  reason  for  which 
they  have  been  arrested,  I  desire  to  learn  it,  as  likewise  if  we  have  no 
guaranties  that  the  remaining  ships  may  continue  to  trade. 

Considering  that  the  United  States  are  a  friendly  nation,  I  can  not 
believe  that  this  is  true,  and  if  it  should  be  so,  I  would  see  myself  obliged 
to  close  the  port  and  give  an  account  to  my  Government  as  soon  as  I 
may  have  an  opportunity. 

Hoping  that  you  will  answer  me  as  you  deem  best,  I  offer  to  you 
the  assurance  of  my  esteem  and  consideration. 

Liberty  and  reform. 

Joseph  G.  Solar. 

To  Commanding  Officer 

of  the  Squadron  of  the  U.  S.  A., 

Brazos  de  Santiago. 


IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Of  Rio  Grande,  November  8,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commu¬ 
nication  of  the  6th  instant,  which  came  to  hand  late  last  evening. 

In  reference  to  the  captures  complained  of,  the  captain  of  the  Vir¬ 
ginia,  who  made  the  captures,  informs  me  that  they  were  at  anchor  in 
American  waters  at  the  time  of  capture,  and  were  pursuing  a  contra¬ 
band  trade.  No  vessel  anchored  in  Mexican  waters  has  been  inter¬ 
fered  with,  or  even  visited,  so  far  as  I  can  learn. 
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The  Clotilde  was  not  captured,  but  on  the  contrary  was  found  in 
distress  by  the  Virginia,  having  lost  all  of  her  anchors.  The  Virginia 
took  her  in  tow  till  she  could  be  relieved. 

Neither  the  Government  of  the  United  States  nor  its  officers  wish 
to  interfere,  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  with  the  trade  of  Matamoras, 
or  any  other  Mexican  port;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  their  desire  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  same  friendly  relations  that  are  now  existing. 

Hoping  that  this  explanation  will  be  satisfactory, 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  3rour  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Commander. 

Joseph  G.  Solar, 

Captain  of  the  Port ,  Boca  del  Bio. 


Report  of  Commander  Strong,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  correspondence  with  the 
captain  of  the  port  of  Boca  del  Rio,  regarding  the  legality  of  the  captures. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 
Brazos  Santiago ,  Tex .,  November  12,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to-day  received  another  communication  from  the  captain 
of  the  port,  a  translation  of  which  I  send  you,  as  well  as  my  answer. 

Later  in  the  evening,  9  p.  m.,  I  received  a  communication  from 
General  Banks,  asking  me  to  send  a  gunboat  to  Aransas  Pass  to  ascer¬ 
tain  if  there  was  a  force  there,  as  he  wants  to  make  a  landing  there  at 
once.  He  has  a  report  that  the  place  has  been  abandoned.  I  had  to 
detain  the  Virginia  for  that  duty.  She  ought  to  be  back  to-morrow 
night,  when  I  shall  send  her  up  to  Captain  Gillis. 

More  troops  are  expected  down  in  a  day  or  two,  as  steamers  have 
been  sent  up  for  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Commander. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 

[Enclosures.— Translation.] 

Office  of  Captain  of  Port  and 
Military  Commandant  of  Boca  del  Rio, 

Boca  del  Bio ,  November  8,  1863. 

I  have  received  your  polite  note,  and  am  fully  acquainted  with  the 
causes  for  which  the  commander  of  the  gunboat  Virginia  says  he  has 
captured  the  schooner  Matamoras — for  being  in  United  States  waters, 
and  also  for  having  contraband  of  war. 

I  have  made  enquiry  of  the  consignee,  and  he  assured  me  that  he 
had  no  contraband  of  war,  and  as  to  being  in  the  waters  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  not  certain,  because  in  the  spot  where  she  was  anchored 
taking  her  cargo  are  Mexican  waters. 

I  should  wish  you  to  condescend  to  communicate  your  rules,  that 
they  may  be  registered,  and,  if  it  should  be  true  that  she  carried  con¬ 
traband  of  war,  that  I  may  communicate  it  to  my  Government,  and 
the  final  result. 

I  assure  you  of  my  respect  and  consideration. 

Liberty  and  reform. 

Joseph  G.  Solar. 
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Boca  del  Rio,  November  8 ,  1863. 

Sir:  The  schooner  Matamoras ,  Captain  Russell,  from  New  York,  was 
taken  by  authority  of  the  commander  of  the  United  States  fleet,  the  said 
vessel  being  in  Mexican  waters  and  loaded  for  the  port  of  Matamoras 
with  a  regular  clearance  from  the  aforesaid  port  of  New  Jork,  and 
having  no  articles  on  board  contraband  of  war,  as  you  will  perceive 
from  a  complete  copy  of  her  manifest,  and  said  vessel  being  owned  as 
per  register  by  Messrs.  Santiago  Yturria,  O.  K.  King,  and  Captain 
Russell,  the  former  a  citizen  of  Mexico  and  the  two  others  of  the 
United  States. 

Respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

Manuel  Legrand. 

To  the  Commander  of  the  United  States  Fleet, 

Gulf  of  Mexico. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Brazos  de  Santiago ,  Tex.,  November  12,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  8th  instant  has  just  come  to  hand. 

In  answer  I  can  only  say  [that]  the  anchorage  of  the  schooner  Mata- 
mo7'as  was  ascertained  by  the  compasses  of  the  schooner,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  Virginia ,  and  in  presence  of  the  officers  of  the  schooner. 
The  case,  however,  will  be  adjudicated  upon  by  a  legal  court. 

You  ask  me  to  communicate  our  rules  in  reference  to  captures.  We 
claim  the  right  to  capture  any  vessels  anchored  in  our  waters  on  this 
coast,  as  it  has  all  been  declared  closed  to  commerce  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States.  Capture,  however,  does  not  necessarily 
infer  condemnation;  that  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  decide. 

I  have  received  a  communication,  dated  the  11th  instant,  not  signed, 
but  as  it  came  from  your  office,  I  presume  the  omission  was  accidental. 

The  boat  spoken  of  does  not  belong  to  either  of  the  men-of-war  off 
the  port;  it  belongs  to  the  Army.  I  will  send  your  communication  to 
the  quartermaster,  who  will  probably  attend  to  the  matter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Commander. 

Joseph  G.  Solar, 

Captain  of  Port  of  Boca  del  Bio. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-  Commander  De  Haven , 
V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sebago. 

Navy  Department,  November  5,  1863. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Sebago  is  in  all  respects  ready  for  sea 
you  will  proceed  with  her  to  New  Orleans  and  report  to  Commodore 
H.  H.  Bell,  or  the  senior  officer  present,  for  duty  in  the  West  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Joseph  E.  De  Haven, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sebago,  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


665 

Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S-  Navy,  regarding  improved  sanitary 
conditions  on  board  the  United'  States  vessels  in  the  Mississippi 
River. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La,. ,  November  6 ,  1863. 
Sir:  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  health  of  vessels  in  the  river  has 
materially  improved. 

It  became  advisable  to  send  the  Estrella  and  Princess  Royal  to  quar¬ 
antine  and  have  everybody  sent  on  shore  to  live  in  tents.  The  health 
of  all  hands  improved  instantly,  and  the  cases  of  fever  reported  are  of 
the  mildest  character. 

No  new  case  has  occured  on  board  of  this  ship  since  October  26. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  arrival  at  New  Orleans 
of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Lackawanna  for  extensive  repairs. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  November  6,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna  arrived  to-dav  from  Mobile  Bar  for  repairs,  her  propeller 
bearings  having  worn  away  so  much  as  to  let  the  propeller  down  upon 
the  shoe,  against  which  it  thumps  with  great  violence.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  the  detention  in  consequence  will  be  prolonged  and  uncertain  as  to 
time. 

The  Arkansas  will  arrive  to-day  from  Galveston  and  Sabine  Pass, 
having  left  all  well  there. 

No  information  has  been  received  from  General  Banks’  expedition 
since  it  left  the  river,  October  27. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Hamilton, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Commodore,  to  proceed  to  Pass 
Christian  for  the  protection  of  Mrs.  Charlotte  Seal. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

November  9,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  steamer  Commodore  to  Pass  Christian, 
[Miss.],  and  give  protection  to  Mrs.  Charlotte  Seal,  a  loyal  woman, 
who  has  permission  to  embark  her  furniture  in  a  vessel  of  her  own,  to 
bring  it  to  New  Orleans.  You  will  be  careful  to  guard  against  sur¬ 
prise  by  establishing  a  proper  armed  guard  and  lookout.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  that  her  house  is  near  the  beach;  if  it  is  not,  you  are  not  to  risk 
your  men.  A  guard  of  soldiers  would  be  necessary. 
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You  will  not  allow  yourself  to  be  unreasonably  detained  on  this  ser¬ 
vice,  which,  having'  performed,  you  will  proceed  to  Ship  Island,  and, 
having  tilled  with  coal,  return  to  the  lakes,  looking  into  the  bays  and 
creeks  on  the  Mississippi  coast  for  blockade  runners  and  pirates, 
which  are  known  to  infest  those  shores  (as  well  in  the  [Mississippi] 
Sound  as  the  lakes). 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Acting  Master  J.  R.  Hamilton, 

U.  S.  S.  Commodore ,  Port  Peacock , 

[. Lake  Pontchartrain  and  Lake  Borgne\. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier-  General 

Bowen,  U.  8.  Army,  transferring  soldiers  escaped  from  Galveston. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  November  9,  1863. 

General:  Eleven  soldiers  escaped  from  Galveston  Harbor  a  short 
time  since,  and  came  off  to  the  blockading  vessels. 

They  wish  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  can  doubtless  give 
some  reliable  information  as  to  the  defenses  of  Galveston  on  the  land 
side  and  of  Texas  generally.  I  leave  them  in  your  hands. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  James  Bowen, 

Provost- Marshal- General,  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 
forwarding  inf ormation  of  smuggling  in  Texas. 

Navy  Department,  November  9, 1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  referred  to  this  Department,  from  the  U.  S. 
consul  at  Matamoras,  relative  to  the  smuggling  of  rebel  uniforms 
across  the  Rio  Grande  to  Texas,  and  the  absence  of  our  ships  of  war 
from  the  vicinity. 

Very  respectfully  - 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadronpro  tern, 

New  Orleans. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  November  9,  1863. 
Send  the  Pembina  to  New  Orleans  for  duty  in  West  Gulf  Squadron. 
Orders  were  sent  on  the  2d  instant. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Hiram  Paulding, 

Commandant  of  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 
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Report  of  Commander  Townsend,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  delayed  dis¬ 
patch  from  Brigadier-  General  Stone ,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  requesting  coop¬ 
eration  of  tin-clads  in  Berwick  Bay . 

U.  S.  S.  Essex, 

Off  Donaldsonville ,  La .,  November  10,1863. 

Commodore  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  the 
St.  Clair,  of  your  note  of  the  3d  instant,  covering  a  copy  of  a  com¬ 
munication,  dated  October  9,  1863,  and  addressed,  “To  the  Senior 
Officer  in  Command  U.  S.  Squadron  at  New  Orleans,”  by  “G.  Norman 
Lieber,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General.”  In  this  communication 
General  [Charles  P.]  Stone,  chief  of  stall',  curtly  asks  by  telegraph 
for  “Tin-clads  to  cooperate  with  the  army  in  Berwick  Bay.” 

As  you  refer  the  document  to  me,  I  beg  leave  to  say  in  reply  that 
except  in  case  of  public  emergency  I  do  not  feel  authorized  to  order 
any  of  the  vessels  under  my  command  to  points  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  Mississippi  Squadron.  And  in  the  case  presented,  I  can  not  see 
that  any  such  emergenc}”  exists. 

In  order  that  the  first  district  of  his  command  might  be  adequately 
protected,  Admiral  Porter  temporarily  supplied  the  places  of  the  com¬ 
pulsorily  absent  vessels  he  had  assigned  thereto  by  withdrawing  a 
couple  of  tin-clads  from  other  districts.  I  do  not  think  he  would 
approve  my  sending  the  vessels  thus  gleaned  from  the  other  divisions 
on  an  outside  expedition  in  compliance  with  the  call  of  an  informal, 
half-made-up  telegram  that  was  over  a  month  in  reaching  me. 

In  case  I  should  be  informed  by  you,  commodore,  that  the  necessity 
for  such  action  existed  I  would  at  once  send  the  tin-clads  down,  with 
instructions  to  their  commanders  to  place  themselves  under  your 
orders.  I  would  know  that  they  were  wanted  for  an  important  pur¬ 
pose,  and  thus  could  rest  assured  of  the  admiral’s  approval  of  my 
course.  General  Stone’s  unexplained  telegraphic  calls  can  possess  no 
such  weight  or  influence. 

I  shall  transmit  to  Admiral  Porter  by  the  first  opportunity  a  copy 
of  the  document  for  his  consideration  and  decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 

Gommandvr,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  Henry  H.  Bell,  U.  8.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Gidff  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Strong,  TT.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  occupation 
of  Brovmsville  by  Major-  General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army. 

U.  8.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Brazos  Santiago ,  November  10, 1863. 

Sir:  It  has  been  blowing  a  gale  for  the  last  twenty -four  hours,  but 
is  now  moderated.  We  have  just  had  a  tug  off  from  the  shore. 

General  Banks  is  at  Brownsville.  He  has  possession  there.  I  have 
no  more  information  in  regard  to  the  proposed  expedition  higher  up 
the  coast. 

The  Katahdin  came  in  this  morning;  she  leaves  to-morrow  for  Gal¬ 
veston  again. 
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The  army  have  lost  several  steamers  here,  but  nothing  to  interrupt 
the  expedition  materially.  All  is  going  on  well. 

very  respectfullv,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Commander. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Stone ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Commodore 
Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  calling  attention  to  British  blockade  runners  in 
Mermentau  River. 

New  Orleans,  November  11 ,  1863. 
Commodore:  A  reconnoissance  made  by  order  of  Major-General 
Franklin  toward  the  Mermentau  River  develops  the  fact  that  there  are 
four  blockade-running  schooners  in  that  river,  discharging  freight 
from  New  Orleans.  Two  of  these  are  British  schooners,  the  Adelaide , 
which  cleared  from  Matamoras  August  16,  1863,  and  sailed  September 
2;  and  the  Derby ,  a  British  schooner,  which  cleared  August  29,  and 
sailed  September  2  for  Belize,  Honduras,  via  Matamoras.  Can  not 
these  vessels  be  caughU 

V  ery  respectfully,  I  am,  commodore,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  P.  Stone, 

Brigadier-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Strong ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  upon  his  return  from  the 

mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Brazos  Santiago ,  Tex.,  November  12,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  this  moment  returned  to  this  anchorage  from  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  learn  that  a  transport  will  go  to  New  Orleans  this 
afternoon. 

I  have  at  last  got  all  the  boats  belonging  to  our  ships  of!'  from  the 
shore.  Three  of  my  men  deserted  with  their  arms  from  the  boats 
when  the  troops  were  landed. 

There  is  a  revolution  going  on  at  Matamoras.  They  have  had  three 
governors  in  the  last  two  days.  Governor  Cobos  and  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Vila  were  shot  by  order  of  Cortina  and  one  took  refuge  at 
Brownsville. 

There  is  an  English  frigate  now  off  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  general  is  still  at  Brownsville.  He  proposed  to  make  another 
landing  higher  up  the  coast;  how  soon  I  do  not  yet  know,  or  at  what 
point. 
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The  captain  of  the  Virginia  reports  his  vessel  in  an  unsafe  condition 
on  account  of  the  loss  of  the  rudderhead.  I  shall  send  her  up  to 
Captain  Gillis  for  his  action  in  the  matter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Commander. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Sq  uadron, 

TT.  S.  Flagship  Pensacola,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Orders  of  Captain  Jenkins,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  for  the  blockade  off  Mobile. 

U.  S.  S.  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile,  November  12,  1863. 

Coston  night  signals  to  be  burned  without  any  preparatory. 

No.  1.  A  strange  sail  in  sight,  westward. 

2.  Sail  running  out  this  pass. 

3.  Enemy  coming  out. 

4.  Sail  outside  of  me,  southward. 

7.  Suspicious  lights  inside. 

8.  Assistance  I  need. 

9.  Strange  sail  to  eastward. 

Note. — A  rocket  following  the  signal  changes  “sail  ”  into  “steamer.” 

The  following  to  be  shown  by  gunboats  inside  bar: 

Hoist  red  light  if  steamer  running  out  goes  to  eastward. 

White  light  if  she  goes  to  westward. 

Red  and  white  lights  if  she  goes  to  southward. 

White  and  red  lights  if  she  goes  back. 

If  any  vessel  wishes  to  speak,  communicate  with,  or  pass  any  other 
vessel  of  the  fleet  at  night,  she  will  hoist  her  night  number,  which,  when 
made  out,  will  be  answered  by  a  single  light  or  ship’s  number.  The 
vessel  wishing  to  communicate  will  then  haul  down  her  lights  and  stop 
her  engines  till  the  other  vessel  hauls  down  her  lights,  when  she  will 
communicate  or  continue  on  her  course.  The  captains  have  permis¬ 
sion  to  get  underway  and  communicate  with  the  senior  officer  when¬ 
ever  they  consider  it  necessary  or  convenient. 

Memorandum. — In  case  a  rebel  vessel  makes  her  appearance  off 
Mobile,  the  blockading  vessel  making  the  discovery  will,  at  the  time  or 
immediately  after  firing  the  first  gun,  hoist  a  red  light  at  the  peak, 
which  will  be  followed  by  all  the  blockading  vessels  to  prevent  friend 
firing  into  friend.  In  case  the  rebel  vessel  should  hoist  a  red  light  also 
to  mislead  us,  then  the  blockading  vessel  making  the  discovery  will 
haul  down  the  red  light  and  hoist  instead  her  night  distinguishing  light 
at  the  peak  or  well  aft,  and  all  the  vessels  will  immediately  hoist  their 
night  distinguishing  lights. 

T.  A.  Jenkins, 

Cap>tain. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Zerega ,  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Antona. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  La.,  November  13, 1863. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Jasmine,  and  you 
will  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Antona  and  get  her  ready  for  sea 
immediately. 

Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  /Squadron. 

Acting  Master  A.  L.  B.  Zerega, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Jasmine ,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Maine,  U.  S. 

Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  La. ,  November  13,  1863. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Antona,  and  you 
will  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Jasmine. 

Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Wm.  A.  Maine, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Antona,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  II.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master ■  Wade,  U.  S. 

Navy. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  November  13,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Kennebec,  and  you 
will  report  to  Commodore  Henry  K.  Thatcher  for  command  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Gertrude. 

I  am,  respectfully, 


H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore •,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Henry  C.  Wade, 

U.  8.  8.  Kennebec. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  8.  Navy,  giving  information  regarding 
military  occupation  of  Brownsville,  Tex. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  November  13,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  a  dis¬ 
patch  from  Captain  Strong,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela , 
off  the  Rio  Grande,  November  10.  Major-General  Banks  was  in  pos¬ 
session  of  Brownsville  with  3,000  men  and  16  pieces  of  artillery. 
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General  Dana  was  in  command  at  the  mouth  of  the  river;  his  num¬ 
ber  of  troops  is  not  stated,  but  more  troops  and  supplies  are  being1 
forwarded  to  that  point.  The  weather  has  been  heavy,  and  the  army 
has  lost  several  steamers  there. 

They  draw  very  heavily  upon  us  for  coal,  having  no  supply  of  their 
own  in  the  Gulf,  and  I  am  obliged  to  recognize  their  necessities  in 
forwarding  supplies.  1  have  written  to  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Equipment  and  Recruiting  and  to  Commodore  Adams,  requiring  imme¬ 
diate  supply  of  coal  to  be  forwarded  to  this  city  and  Pensacola  navy 
yard. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

•  Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Iieport  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  vessels  under 

repairs  at  New  Orleans. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  November  13,  1863. 

Sir:  TheU.  S.  S.  Richmond ,  having  received  some  repairs,  left  the 
river  yesterday,  12th  instant,  for  blockade  service  off  Mobile  Bar,  and 
the  Port  Boyal  will  come  in  immediately  for  indispensable  repairs. 

The  gunboats  Aroostook  and  Antona,  having  nearly  completed  their 
repairs,  will  be  ready  for  sea  by  the  16th,  and  will  then  proceed  to 
Galveston  Bar  to  relieve  the  Katahdin,  New  London,  and  Cayuga , 
which  can  scarcely  keep  the  sea. 

The  vessels  now  in  this  port  undergoing  repairs  are  the  Lackctr- 
wanna ,  Genesee,  Penguin,  Tennessee ,  Antona,  Pinola,  Aroostook ,  8ci- 
ota,  Princess  Royal,  and  Estrella. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Id.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West.  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  improved  sanitary 

conditions. 

»  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  November  13,  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  fever  has  nearly  disappeared  from 
the  vessels  in  the  river;  the  Aroostook  and  Estrella  (now  at  Quarantine) 
are  the  only  vessels  having  cases  to  report. 

In  other  respects  the  health  of  the  fleet  is  good. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell,  • 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West.  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Captain  Gillis ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  affairs  on  the  coast 

of  Texas. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Of  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  November  13,  1863. 

Sir:  By  the  coal  schooner  Annie  Lewis  I  respectfully  forward  to 
you  letters,  dispatches,  requisitions,  etc.  She  sailed  on  the  8th  instant 
and  would  probably  reach  you  by  the  11th. 

The  Arizona ,  from  Sabine  Pass,  came  here  for  coal  on  the  10th.  She 
took  in  20  tons  and  returned  the  11th.  Commander  Rolando  being- 
apprehensive  of  an  attack  or  attempt  to  run  out  by  the  rebel  force, 
I  have  permitted  her  to  remain  there,  of  which  you  have  been  advised. 

The  New  London  was  dispatched,  5th  instant,  on  a  cruise  along  the 
coast  to  Rio  Grande  and  back.  She  returned  the  10th  and  was  sent  to 
Brazos  River  the  following  day;  returned  the  12th. 

On  arrival  of  the  Owasco  for  coal  1  sent  the  Katahdin  (8th  instant) 
to  cruise  to  southward  as  far  as  Brazos  Santiago.  She  returned 
this  afternoon,  13th.  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson  reports  all 
quiet  there.  General  Banks,  in  Brownsville,  joined  by  1,500  Union¬ 
ists  there,  who  had  driven  out  the  Confederate  force  and  put  out  the 
lire  they  had  started  to  burn  the  place.  There  is  some  trouble  between 
civil  and  military  at  Matamoras.  Rumor  says  the  governor  had  gone 
to  Brownsville  for  protection. 

It  was  reported  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson  by  an  army 
officer  that  demonstration  would  be  made  by  General  Banks  at  other 
points  to  northward  until  reinforcements  were  received  from  New 
Orleans.  I  therefore  send  you  the  Katahdin  for  repairs,  and  desire 
to  dispatch  the  Cayuga  and  New  London  so  soon  as  I  have  vessels  to 
supply  their  stations.  The  want  of  steamers  here  and  along  the  coast 
to  southward  has  prevented  their  departure. 

The  Katahdin ,  it  is  thought  by  engineers,  will  require  ten  days  at 
farthest  for  repairs.  The  Owasco  will  remain  here  until  her  return, 
unless  the  Monongahela  arrives  for  coal.  Vessels  here  require  all  the 
schooner  Lovett  Peacock  has.  We  hourly  look  for  other  schooners,  as 
also  supply  vessels.  The  schooner  Enterprise ,  you  mentioned  having 
been  sent  with  coal  on  board,  has  not  made  her  appearance.  They 
had  exhausted  their  supply  (taken  all  from  schooner)  off  Sabine  when 
the  Arizona  left. 

The  Kittatinny  came  here  for  water  and  provisions.  I  sent  her  to 
communicate  with  the  Boliio,  of  which  I  informed  you.  Her  requisi¬ 
tions  were  forwarded.  Both  these  vessels  arrived  here  this  forenoon. 
The  latter  has  called  for  a  survey,  which  I  order  and  send  result  to 
you. 

The  coast  at  and  near  the  Rio  Grande  being  in  the  possession  of  our 
forces,  I  will  direct  Commander  Strong  tb  send  occasionally  a  vessel 
along  the  coast  to  northward  as  far  as  Corpus  Christi.  Will  send  the 
Granite  City  down  to  Brazos  Santiago  to-morrow,  to  return  when  her 
services  there  can  be  dispensed  with. 

I  learned  by  the  Arizona  that  General  Magruder  had  sent  out  by  flag 
of  truce  to  Seminole  a  reply  to  the  communication  you  mentioned. 
It  has  not  been  transmitted  here;  may  have  gone  direct  to  you. 
******* 

Some  activity  is  daily  visible  at  Galveston;  a  number  of  vessels 
there.  Yesterday  army  signalizing  was  seen  to  southwest  part  of 
island;  trains  of  cars  have  run  out  and  in  with  troops. 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  673 

Report,  on  Bohio  and  examination  of  master’s  mate  of  Katahdin  for 
promotion  to  ensign  accompanies  this. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer , 
Second  Division  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commodore  H.  Id.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Letten'  from  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Rolando , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  advising  him  of  the  reported  presence  of  British  block¬ 
ade  runners  in  Mermentau  Lake. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  November  13 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  report  of  things  at  Sabine,  November  3. 

The  bark  Llanson  Gregory ,  510  tons  coal,  was  sent  on  the  7th  instant 
from  South  AVest  Pass  to  the  vessels  off  Sabine. 

1  have  been  informed  by  General  Stone  that  there  are  two  British 
schooners  lying  in  Mermentau  Lake,  or  bayou,  supplying  the  rebels. 
The  lake  and  approach  being  very  shallow,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find 
boats  of  light  draft  to  navigate  there. 

I  would  like  to  have  them  captured  or  burned  if  they  can  be  gotten  at. 

I  will  send  a  vessel  to  that  coast  as  soon  as  one  can  be  spared.  There 
is  no  doubt  of  the  blockade  being  frequently  violated  in  those  waters 
b}r  small  craft  from  this  city. 

I  fear  there  is  no  chance  of  the  troops  reaching  Sabine  by  land. 

General  Banks  holds  Brownsville,  Point  Isabel,  and  the  mouth  of 
the  Rio  Grande  with  several  thousand  troops. 

I  have  no  one  to  send  you  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Karlowski;  you  must 
keep  him,  therefore. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Henry  Rolando, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole ,  off  Sabine  Pass. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 
enjoining  vigilance  against  breach  of  blockade  near  the  Rio  Grande. 

Navy  Department,  November  If  1863. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch,  dated  the  19th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  last,  from  Franklin  Chase,  esq.,  U.  S.  consul  at  Tampico,  in 
reference  to  trade  between  that  port  and  the  Rio  Grande. 

Vigilance  will  be  necessary  at  and  near  the  Rio  Grande  to  prevent 
such  traffic  as  Mr.  Chase  speaks  of. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  AVelles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Corhdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. ,  New  Orleans. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  the  disposition  of  vessels  having  fever  cases  on  board. 


Navy  Department,  November  If  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  No.  113,  relative  to  fever  on  board  the 
vessels  of  the  squadron. 

Such  vessels  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  fleet  surgeon,  need  a  Northern 
climate,  and  as  are  fit  for  service  in  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  you  can 
send  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter  to  remain  there  for  the  present.  Rear- 
Admiral  Porter  has  been  advised  of  this  and  will  send  some  of  his 
squadron  to  supply  their  places. 

Notify  the  Department  of  those  you  are  going  to  send  up,  and 
furnish  Rear-Admiral  Porter  with  a  copy  of  your  letter. 

*  Furnish  the  Department  with  a  list  of  the  vessels  on  outside  duty 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical  officers,  should  come  North. 

You  can  send  the  Pensacola  to  a  Northern  climate  when  you  see 
proper  to  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. , 


New  Orleans ,  La. 


Recapture  of  the  schooner  Mary  Campbell  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Bermuda , 
off  Pensacola,  November  If  1863. 

Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La.,  November  20,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  14th  instant  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  Smith,  U.  S.  S.  Bermuda,  recap¬ 
tured  schooner  Mary  Campbell  oif  Pensacola  bar,  from  a  gang  of 
rebels  or  pirates  who  came  out  of  the  Perdido  River  under  the  noto¬ 
rious  James  Duke,  who  captured  the  steam  tug  Boston  oil'  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  some  months  ago.  Two  other  schooners  were  in  company  with 
the  Mary  Campbell,  bound  to  Pensacola  navy  yard  for  coal,  under 
contract  with  the  Army.  One  of  them  is  supposed  to  have  gone  safely 
into  Pensacola  Bay,  and  the  other  was  burned. 

I  have  had  no  report  from  Commodore  Thatcher,  who,  by  last 
accounts,  had  sent  a  gunboat  to  look  after  them  and  the  freebooters  at 
Perdido. 

Being  uncertain  as  to  the  proper  disposition  of  this  new  class  of 
prisoners,  I  shall  send  them  to  the  North  by  the  Bermuda  for  the 
action  of  the  Navy  Department. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Smith’s  official  report  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  is  herewith  enclosed,  marked  “No.  1.'  James  Duke  was  not 
captured. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

[H.  H.  Bell], 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Franklin,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Bowen, 
D.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  case  of  the  prisoners  captured. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  November  W,  1863. 

General:  1  am  directed  by  Commodore  Bell  to  inform  you  that  he 
has  decided  to  refer  the  case  of  the  prisoners  captured  at  sea  by  the 
U.  S.  S.  Bermuda  to  the  Navy  Department,  and  that  they  will  be 
detained  to  await  the  instructions  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

"Very  respectfully,  }rour  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Franklin, 

Lieutenant- Commander  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Brigadier-General  James  Bowen, 

Provost- Marshal-  General ,  Departm  ent  of  G  ulf 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Smith,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Bermuda. 

U.  S.  S.  Bermuda, 

New  Orleans ,  November  17,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Bermuda 
at  this  place;  also  the  recapture  of  the  American  schooner  Mary  Camp¬ 
bell ,  which  vessel  was  captured  by  the  rebels  under  the  following- 
circumstances: 

On  the  14th  instant,  5  miles  W.  S.  W.  of  Pensacola  bar,  1  made  out 
three  vessels  directly  ahead,  evidently  steering  for  Pensacola.  On 
nearing  them  they  separated.  The  one  nearest  me  I  brought  to  by 
tiring  a  shell  across  her  bow.  On  boarding  her  she  proved  to  be  the 
schooner  Venice ,  of  New  Orleans,  bound  for  Pensacola  under  Govern¬ 
ment  charter.  The  captain,  on  being  interrogated,  said  the  other  two 
vessels  were  under  charter  also  for  Pensacola,  and  were  the  schooners 
Norman  and  Mary  Campbell ,  and  that  he  did  not  know  why  the  latter 
had  hauled  out  to  sea.  Considering  the  circumstances  of  her  doing  so 
suspicious,  I  immediately  gave  chase  and  overhauled  her  after  four 
hours’  run,  firing  in  the  meantime  seven  shells.  On  boarding  found  that 
she  had  been  captured  by  a  lugger  containing  16  men  under  command 
of  the  notorious  James  Duke,  who  had  also  captured  the  Norman ,  with 
which  vessel  he,  with  10  of  his  crew,  had  made  for  the  land  upon  my 
heaving  in  sight,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  beached  and 
burned  her,  as,  when  in  chase  of  the  Mary  Campbell ,  I  saw  her  run 
upon  the  beach  and  was  to  all  appearances  on  fire.  I  at  once  removed 
the  6  prisoners  on  board  this  ship,  took  the  Mary  Campbell  in  tow,  and 
proceeded  to  Mobile,  it  being  nearer  than  Pensacola,  and  reported  the 
facts  to  Commodore  Thatcher,  who  sent  three  gunboats  to  look  for 
Duke  and  the  other  vessel.  The  6  prisoners  are  now  on  board  this 
ship  awaiting  the  disposition  of  Commodore  Bell.  The  Mary  .Camp¬ 
bell  I  released,  with  her  original  crew,  directing  her  to  proceed  to  Pen¬ 
sacola  according  to  her  charter.  I  also  captured  the  lugger,  fixed 
ammunition  for  howitzer,  nine  rifles,  one  shotgun  (the  howitzer  having- 
beep  thrown  overboard  by  the  rebels  during  the  chase).  Their  rebel 
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flag,  which  they  threw  overboard  when  they  hove  to,  was  picked  up 
by  the  boarding  officer. 

‘  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  }'Our  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Smith, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Abstract  log  of  tbe  B.  S.  S.  Bermuda,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Smith,  B.  S. 

Navy,  commanding. 

November  lb,  1863. — At  2  p.  m.  finished  putting  out  stores,  etc., 
hauled  off  from  the  dock,  and  proceeded  out  of  the  harbor  in  charge 
of  a  pilot.  At  2^30  crossed  the  bar  and  shaped  a  course  for  Mobile 
blockade.  Saw  three  schooners  bound  in  to  Pensacola  in  company 
with  a  larg'e  lugger.  At  3  p.  m.  saw  the  lugger  alongside  of  one  of 
the  schooners,  which  immediately  hauled  on  the  wind,  as  also  did  one 
of  the  other  schooners.  Suspicions  being  excited  as  to  the  character 
of  the  lugger’s  actions,  we  immediately  gave  chase.  Hove  to  the 
schooner  Venice  and  boarded  her;  found  her  all  right;  from  New 
Orleans,  bound  to  Pensacola.  Let  her  proceed  and  gave  chase  for  the 
schooner  standing  out  to  sea  with  the  lugger  in  tow.  At  5  p.  m.  got 
within  range  of  the  schooner  and  fired  a  shell  at  him.  Not  heaving  to, 
fired  several  shell  at  him.  Got  near  enough  to  reach  him,  when  he 
hove  to  and  we  immediately  boarded  him  and  found  he  had  been  taken 
by  privateers  out  of  Perdido  Bay.  Secured  the  pirates,  six  in  num¬ 
ber,  and  sent  them  on  board  of  this  steamer.  Found  the  schooner  to 
lie  the  Mary  Campbell ,  from  New  Orleans,  bound  to  Pensacola.  He 
reported  the  capture  of  the  other  schooner  by  the  same  pirate,  who 
put  on  board  nine  men  under  Captain  Duke  and  started  her  for  Per¬ 
dido  River;  the  rest  of  the  pirates  remained  on  board  the  Mary  Camp¬ 
bell.  Put  the  pirates  in  single  irons,  and  took  the  schooner  and  lugger 
in  tow  and  started  for  the  Mobile  fleet.  At  10  p.  m.  spoke  and  boarded 
the  bark  Hammond ,  from  Ship  Island,  for  Pensacola.  Cautioned  him 
about  the  pirates  and  let  him  proceed. 

November  15. — At  2: 15  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  near  the  Colorado ,  and 
Captain  Smith  went  on  board  to  report.  Schooner  came  to  anchor 
near  us.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Brought  the  captured  lugger  alongside 
and  took  everything  out  of  her  and  gave  her  up  to  the  Colorado. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-  Commander  de  Kraft , 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Conemaugh. 

Navy  Department,  November  16,  1863. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Conemaugh  is  ready  for  sea  proceed 
with  her  to  New  Orleans  with  all  practicable  dispatch  and  report  to 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  or  the  senior  commanding  officer  present,  for 
d uty  in  the  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  C.  P.  de  Krafft, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Conemaugh ,  Philadelphia. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  to  Active/  Master  Zerega ,  77  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Antona,  to  proceed  to  duty  on  Galves¬ 
ton  Bar. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  November  16,  1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Antona  is  ready  for  sea  proceed 
to  the  bar  of  Galveston  and  report  to  Captain  John  P.  Gillis,  U.  S. 
steam  sloop  Ossipee,  the  senior  officer  there,  for  blockade  duty  on  the 
coast  of  Texas. 

\V  hen  you  leave  the  river  make  a  good  S.  S.  W.  course  as  far  as 
latitude  26°  N.,  thence  proceed  to  the  westward  in  the  track  of  vessels 
running  from  the  Mexican  coast,  making  a  good  W.  by  N.  course  until 
you  bring  Velasco  to  bear  N.  W.  Stand  on  that  course  until  you  make 
the  land,  and  thence  to  Galveston  Bar. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Western  G  id f  Block  dg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Acting  Master  A.  L.  B.  Zerega, 

Commanding  bJ.  S.  S.  Antona. 


Instructions  for  United  States  vessels  as  to  neutral  vessels  in  Mexican 

waters  off  the  Rio  Grande. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  November  16,  1863. 

The  United  States  vessels  of  war  visiting  the  Rio  Grande  will  be 
governed  by  the  following  instructions  as  to  neutral  vessels  in  Mexi¬ 
can  waters  off  the  Rio  Grande,  viz: 

You  will  be  careful  not  to  claim  nor  exercise  belligerent  rights  within  Mexican 
waters,  which  begin  at  a  line  drawn  at  right  angles  to  the  coast,  passing  through  the 
middle  of  the  outside  channel  or  bar  of  that  river.  Everything  to  an  anchor  north 
of  that  line,  as  well  as  on  the  high  seas,  you  have  the  belligerent  right  to  visit  and 
examine,  and  you  are  expected  to  exercise  this  right  steadfastly,  without  giving 
unnecessary  annoyance  or  inconvenience,  and  to  send  into  port  for  adjudication  every 
vessel  of  whose  lawful  character  you  may  have  a  reasonable  doubt.  Vessels  bound 
to  and  from  the  Rio  Grande  are  frequently  met  with  on  the  coast  much  out  of  their 
courses,  which  vessels  are  unquestionably  blockade  runners  and  should  be  sent  in  for 
adjudication,  always  informing  the  judge  with  exactness  of  their  position  when 
seized.  On  that  coast  it  is  pretty  much  a  question  of  latitude,  always  easily  ascer¬ 
tained. 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Townsend,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S. 

Essex,  regarding  lumber. 

U.  S.  S.  Essex, 

Off  Do7ialdsonville,  La.,  November  16,  1863. 

Commodore:  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  our  expectations  of 
obtaining  timber  from  the  Red  River  country  have  been  disappointed. 
Colonel  Wilder  (formerly  of  the  Topographical  Engineer  Corps,  and 
for  many  years  past  a  civil  engineer  in  this  State)  spoke  to  me  of  there 
being  100  000  pine  logs,  about  50,000,000  feet  of  lumber,  just  above 
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the  mouth  of  Red  River.  I  had  no  faith  in  the  quantity  mentioned; 
but  I  did  hope  to  find  some  foundation  of  fact  for  so  magnificent  a 
story,  a  few  hundred  to  represent  the  hundred  thousand,  and  I  was 
greatly  disappointed  by  the  result  of  my  enquiries.  The  accompany¬ 
ing  copy  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Ramsay’s  letter  will  inform  you 
regarding  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  it  will  also  acquaint  you  with  his 
desire  to  aid  you  by  collecting  all  suitable  logs  that  may  be  found  in 
his  district.  I  have  requested  Lieutenant-Commander  Foster,  com¬ 
manding  the  second  district,  to  make  similar  collections.  I  fear  that 
a  great  deal  can  not  be  expected  from  these  gleanings,  but  they  may 
serve  to  give  you  a  moderate  supply  of  passable  lumber. 

As  soon  as  the  requisite  preparations  could  be  made  after  the  return 
of  the  St.  Clair  f  rom  New  Orleans,  I  sent  Captain  [T.  B.]  Gregory 
down  to  White  Hall  to  start  the  sawmill.  It  has  been  quite  a  job  to 
get  the  mill,  neglected  and  decaying  during  the  last  two  years,  in  run¬ 
ning  order,  and  yesterday  the  St.  Clair  returned  for  necessary  axes, 
shovels,  oil,  and  files.  These  articles  were  supplied,  and  Captain 
Gregory  went  back  to  his  work.  I  gave  him  a  barrel  of  lard  oil  and 
such  files  as  would  answer  his  purpose  temporarily.  But  he  wants 
mill  saw  files,  and  I  send  herewith  a  requisition  for  some  (as  well  as 
other  articles),  which  you  will  much  oblige  me  b}r  filling.  Captain  G. 
thinks  he  will  have  the  mill  ready  by  to-morrow,  wThen  he  will  com¬ 
mence  getting  out  the  lumber  at  the  rate  of  4,000  to  5,000  feet  per 
day.  Will  you  please  send  me  by  Captain  Morong  the  sizes  3-011  will 
want?  I  think  we  can  get  out  for  you  from  the  logs  on  hand  about 
20,000  to  30,000  feet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  Henry  H.  Bell.  U.  S.  Nav}7, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  S< madron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Choctaav, 

Off  Mouth  of  Red  River ,  November  10 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  9th  instant. 

I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  assist  Commodore  Bell.  The 
only  lumber  I  have  been  able  to  get  about  here  has  been  from  wrecks 
of  coal  barges  and  fiats. 

There  were  a  few  logs  in  Red  River  last  August,  but  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  to  get  them  out,  as  there  is  not  water  enough  in  Old  River  for 
our  lightest  draft  tin-clads. 

I  will  direct  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  in  this  district  to  keep  a 
lookout  for  lumber  of  all  kinds,  and,  if  any  is  found,  will  send  it 
down. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  M.  Ramsay, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Comdg.  Third  District,  Mississippi  River. 

Commander  Robert  Townsend, 

Commanding  First  District,  Mississippi  River, 

U.  S.  S.  Essex,  Donaldsonville,  La. 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


679 


Report  of  Commander  Rolando ,  Tj .  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Seminole ,  regarding  affairs  in  Sabine  Pass. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Sabine  Pass,  November  16,  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  to  you  a  request  for  survey  of  the  Arizona  from  the 
medical  officer  of  that  vessel  and  the  report  of  the  surveying  officers. 
******  * 

I  have  sent  into  Sabine  Pass  twice,  once  on  the  5th  and  again  on  the 
13th,  for  an  answer  to  the  dispatch  sent  to  General  Magruder,  but  have 
received  no  reply  as  yet. 

The  rebels  are  quite  busy  in  the  Pass  during  spells,  and  I  think 
erecting  more  batteries  on  the  eastern  shore.  I  do  not  see  as  many 
tents  as  were  here  a  few  w'eeks  ago,  and  think  that  a  portion  of  the 
force  has  been  removed  from  this  point. 

The  coal  bark  Hanson  Gregory  arrived  here  on  the  13th  from  New 
Orleans. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 

Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern, 

New  Orleans. 


Occupation  of  Aransas  Pass ,  Texas,  and  capture  of  three-gun  battery, 

November  17,  1863. 

Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  reports. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

*  Off  New  Orleans,  November  25, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  battery  of  three  heavy 
guns  at  Aransas  Pass  was  captured  on  the  17th  instant  by  a  body  of 
troops  under  Major-General  Banks,  from  the  Rio  Grande,  attended  by 
the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Monongahela ,  Commander  James  H.  Strong. 

Commander  Strong,  after  assisting  in  the  landing  of  the  troops  on 
Aransas  Island,  steamed  ahead  and  opened  an  effective  fire  upon  the 
battery,  which  shortly  hoisted  the  white  flag  and  was  taken  possession 
of  by  the  troops,  who  engaged  it  also. 

Major-General  Banks  commends  the  effective  gunnery  of  the 
Monongahela. 

Please  receive  enclosed  (No.  1)  Commander  Strong’s  report  and 
(No.  2)  letter  from  Major-General  Banks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Strong,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Off  Aransas  Pass,  Coast  of  Texas ,  November  17,  1863, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  in  compliance  with  the 
request  of  Major-General  Banks,  I  left  Brazos  Santiago  in  the  evening 
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of  the  15th  instant  to  convoy  his  fleet  of  transports,  bearing  1,900 
troops,  to  this  pass.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  we  arrived  oft 
Corpus  Christi  Pass,  and  at  sunset  began  to  land  troops  on  ths  south¬ 
ern  end  of  Mustang  Island.  About  1,200  men  were  landed  there.  I 
sent  men  enough  on  shore  to  man  a  two-howitzer  battery,  under  the 
charge  of  Acting  Ensign  H.  W.  Grinnell.  At  2  this  morning  got 
underway  and  came  with  the  remaining  transports  to  this  pass;  landed 
the  balance  of  the  troops  about  1  miles  below  the  fortification;  then 
proceeded  up  within  range  and  threw  fifteen  shells  into  it,  making 
some  beautiful  shots.  The  army  advancing  on  both  sides  of  the  island 
toward  the  fortification  at  this  time,  the  enemy  ran  up  the  white  flag 
and  I  ceased  firing. 

The  garrison  of  100  men  surrendered  and  three  battery  guns  and  a 
howitzer,  with  wagons,  ammunition,  and  over  100  horses  and  mules, 
fell  into  our  hands.  The  army  is  now  in  quiet  possession  of  Mus¬ 
tang  Island  and  command  the  pass. 

The  general  proposes  to  move  upon  Pass  Cavallo  in  two  or  three 
days.  He  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  praise  of  the  officer  whom  I 
sent  on  shore  in  charge  of  the  howitzer  battery,  as  well  as  of  the  men. 

The  Granite  City  is  here  and  1  am  obliged  to  detain  her  for  a  few 
days.  Her  commander  will  send  a  Spanish  bark  taken  off  the  Rio 
Grande  as  a  prize  to  New  Orleans  to-morrow.  He  has  a  prize  schooner 
which  is  not  considered  safe  to  send,  and  as  she  draws  but  2  feet  of 
water,  1  will  put  her  cargo  into  the  bark  and  detain  her  for  General 
Banks’  use. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Comma; nder. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  U.  S.  Slag  ship  Pensacola. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 
Flagship  Me  Clellan,  off  Aransas  Pass,  Tex.,  November 17 , 1863. 

Commodore:  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  of 
the  works  at  Aransas  Pass  this  day.  We  have  in  our  possession 
three  heavy  guns,  a  lieutenant-colonel,  9  officers,  90  men,  between  80 
and  90  horses,  a  quantity  of  small  arms,  and  considerable  transporta¬ 
tion.  We  arrived  at  Corpus  Christi  from  Brazos  Santiago  yesterday, 
about  2  o’clock  p.  m.,  and  landed  our  troops  during  the  night.  It  was 
supposed  that  the  Matamoras,  which  we  brought  with  us  from  the 
Rio  Grande,  would  be  able  to  cross  the  bar,  but  we  found  only  2£  feet 
of  water  there,  which  made  it  impossible,  and  we  were  compelled  to 
land  our  troops  upon  the  coast  by  means  of  surfboats.  The  landing 
occupied  a  greater  part  of  the  night.  The  troops  reached  Pass 
Aransas  early  this  morning,  taking  the  enemy  completely  by  surprise. 
After  skirmishing  for  a  couple  of  hours  on  the  island,  and  the  firing 
of  some  most  excellent  shots  from  the  Monongahela,  they  surrendered. 
To-morrow  we  move  against  Pass  Cavallo,  where  we  shall  have,  per¬ 
haps,  a  more  severe  contest.  It  is  important,  in  reference  to  our  future 
movements,  that  there  should  be  one  or  two  gunboats  in  Berwick  Bay. 
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I  hope  you  will  send  down  one  or  two  as  soon  as  possible.  Admiral 
Porter  ought  to  send  some  of  his  gunboats,  which  were  ordered  here 
by  the  Government,  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  around  by  the  coast. 
1  am  confident  we  could  get  them  round  saf  ely  by  means  of  buoying  them, 
with  the  assistance  of  steamers  and  watching  closely  for  fair  weather. 
The  distance  is  about  40  miles.  I  wish  you  would  communicate  with 
him  upon  this  subject.  Captain  Strong  has  been  of  great  assistance 
to  us  in  enabling  us  to  land  troops.  The  artillery  practice  against 
the  enemy  was  most  effective. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  }7our  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  etc .,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Ransom,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

North  End  of  Mustang  Island ',  Tex.,  November  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  Special  Order 
No.  — ,  dated  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf,  Brazos  Santiago, 
Tex.,  November  15,  1863,  I  embarked  with  the  Thirteenth  and  Fif¬ 
teenth  Maine,  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry  (two  companies),  First  Engi¬ 
neers,  Corps  d’Afrique  and  two  boat  howitzers  on  the  transports 
assigned  by  Colonel  Holabird,  acting  quartermaster,  leaving  orders  for 
the  Thirty -fourth  Iowa  Infantry  and  the  battery,  which  were  to  arrive 
from  Brownsville,  to  embark  on  the  steamer  Warrior  and  follow  the 
expedition. 

At  sunset  on  the  16th  instant  I  disembarked  the  Thirteenth  and  Fif¬ 
teenth  Maine  and  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry  and  the  two  boat  howitzers 
through  the  surf,  near  the  south  end  of  Mustang  Island,  and  at  once 
moved  my  forces  in  a  northerly  direction  up  the  beach,  with  a  strong 
line  of  skirmishers  in  nry  front.  Meeting  no  enemy,  I  moved  rapidly, 
and  by  4  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant  had  made  18  miles. 
1  halted  at  this  point,  allowed  the  troops  to  rest  until  daylight,  and 
again  pushed  forward.  The  enemy’s  skirmishers  made  a  faint  show  of 
resistance  about  a  mile  south  of  their  camp,  when  I  deployed  the 
Thirteenth  Maine  and,  advancing  in  line,  drove  them  to  their  camp  on 
the  north  end  of  the  island,  where  the  garrison,  consisting  of  9  officers 
and  89  men,  with  a  battery  of  3  heavy  guns,  surrendered  to  me  with¬ 
out  resistance  and  unconditionally. 

I  at  once  placed  Colonel  Dyer,  Fifteenth  Maine  Infantry,  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  post,  and  made  provisions  for  the  care  of  the  prisoners 
and  captured  stores,  which  consisted  chiefly  of  3  heavy  guns,  the  small 
arms  of  the  prisoners,  1  schooner,  and  10  small  boats,  all  in  fair  condi¬ 
tion.  I  herewith  forward  descriptive  lists  of  the  prisoners  and 
schedules  of  captured  property.  There  are  about  140  horses  and 
mules  and  125  head  of  cattle  on  the  island.  Scarcity  of  forage  has 
compelled  me  to  let  them  run  at  large  and  subsist  on  the  scanty  growth 
of  grass  on  the  island. 

Colonel  H.  D.  Washburn,  Eighteenth  Indiana  Infantry,  command¬ 
ing  the  troops  on  the  steamer  St.  Mary's,  disembarked  a  portion  of 
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bis  troops  (Eighteenth  Indiana)  at  the  south  end  of  the  island,  and  the 
remainder  (Eighteenth  Indiana)  near  the  north  end  of  the  island,  and 
by  a  forced  march  reached  me  at  this  point  about  two  hours  after  the 
surrender. 

After  my  forced  march  of  22  miles  up  the  beach  my  command  was 
completely  exhausted  and  foot-sore.  Both  officers  and  men  are  entitled 
to  great  credit  for  their  perseverance  and  zeal  in  accomplishing  the 
march  and  dragging  the  artillery  by  hand  with  them. 

The  cooperation  of  the  United  States  naval  forces,  under  Commander 
James  H.  Strong,  in  the  Monongahela ,  merits  and  receives  my  entire 
approbation.  He  advanced  soon  after  daylight  and  searched  for  the 
enemy’s  works,  making  excellent  practice  with  his  guns,  bursting 
Xl-inch  shells,  as  I  afterwards  ascertained,  in  the  enemy’s  camp.  The 
conduct  of  the  naval  party  of  Acting  Ensign  II.  W.  Grinnell  and  ten 
seamen  fi'omthe  Monongahela ,  in  charge  of  two  howitzers,  in  landing 
and  accompanying  the  expedition  from  Corpus  Christi  Pass  was  of 
the  most  satisfactory  character. 

Captain  L.  P.  Griffin,  naval  aid  to  General  Banks,  afforded  me  much 
valuable  assistance  and  advice.  The  sailing  of  the  fleet  was  under 
his  direction,  and  the  plan  of  landing  through  the  surf  was  adopted 
through  his  advice. 

I  desire  particularly  to  make  honorable  mention  of  Colonel  Isaac 
Dyer,  commanding  Fifteenth  Maine  Infantry,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hesseltine,  Thirteenth  Maine  Infantry,  who  were  untiring  in  their 
efforts  to  encourage  their  men  and  urge  them  forward.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hesseltine  was  the  first  man  to  land  through  the  surf  and 
plant  his  colors  on  the  island.  Captain  [R.  M.  j  Hill  and  Lieutenant 
Jackson,  of  General  Banks’  staff,  volunteered  much  valuable  assistance. 

I  regret  to  mention  in  this  connection  the  unsoldierlike  conduct  of 
Major  Thompson,  commanding  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry,  who  con¬ 
stantly  discouraged  his  men  by  complaining  in  their  presence  of  the 
hardships  of  the  march,  and  permitted  them  to  scatter  and  straggle  to 
the  rear,  losing  more  than  half  his  men  before  he  reached  the  north 
end  of  the  island. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  W.  S.  Dungan,  Thirty-fourth  Iowa,  reported  to 
me,  shortly  after  the  surrender,  with  his  regiment  and  Battery  F, 
First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  on  steamer  Warrior.  I  caused  the 
Thirty-fourth  Iowa  to  be  disembarked  on  St.  Joseph’s  Island,  leaving 
the  battery  for  the  present  on  board. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  E.  G.  Ransom, 
Brigadier-  General  Volunteers. 

Lieutenant  Augustus  W.  Sexton, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Bee,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dickinson,  C.  S. 
Army,  commanding  at  San  Antonio,  Tex, 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Army  of  Texas, 

Corpus  Christi ,  Tex. ,  November  21,  1863. 
Sir:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  state,  for  your  infor¬ 
mation,  that  the  enemy,  who  landed  in  force  on  Mustang  Island  on 
the  16th,  captured  two  companies  of  our  troops  on  the  north  end  of 
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that  island,  after  a  severe  fight  which  lasted  more  than  half  an  hour, 
with  small  arms.  The  gunboats  in  the  Gulf  shelled  our  forces  from 
their  guns  before  these  troops,  landed  on  the  lower  end  of  the  island, 
came  up,  which  was  about  8  a.  m.  on  the  19th.  Major  [George  O.] 
Dunaway,  of  the  State  troops,  is  among  the  prisoners. 

These  facts  are  all  ascertained  from  persons  who  witnessed  the  fight 
from  the  dredge  boat  about  6  miles  distant  from  the  island.  Nothing  is 
known  of  the  killed  and  wounded.  The  steamer  Cora  passed  through 
safe  and  is  at  Saluria.  There  are  now  three  lai'ge  steamers  inside  of 
Aransas  Bar  and  five  outside. 

Nothing  further  from  Brownsville  since  my  last. 

1  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

[E.  R.  Tarver,] 

Aid-de-Camp  and  Acting  Adjutant- General. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  G.  Dickinson, 

Commanding  Post  at  San  Antonio. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Bee,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  detention  of  flag  of  truce  by 

the  enemy. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Armt  of  Texas, 

Corpus  Christ/!.  Tex. ,  November  21^,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  communications  of  the  17th  and  18th  are  at  hand.  *  *  * 

I  regret  to  state  that  the  enemy  have  either  captured  or  detained 
Lieutenant  W.  L.  Mann,  of  my  staff,  who  was  sent  with  a  letter  under 
a  flag  of  truce;  he  has  not  returned,  although  absent  forty-eight  hours. 
He  was  seen  to  go  to  the  fleet. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  communication  and  my  instructions  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Mann,  which  I  believe  that  the  general  commanding  will  consider 
as  proper  and  not  exceeding  the  usages  of  war.  I  have  no  experience, 
but  I  believe  I  was  not  wrong. 

I  submit  to  the  general  commanding  as  to  what  course  I  shall  take 
in  view  of  this  outrage.  In  connection  with  this,  it  is  proper  to  state 
that  the  flag  of  truce  sent  by  Colonel  Hobby  before  I  arrived  here  has 
not  returned;  we  are  a  little  fearful  that  the  boat  may  have  capsized, 
as  the  weather  was  storming  when  it  left.  It  is  possible  that  they  did 
not  wish  their  movements  to  be  known,  and  therefore  detained  my 
officer;  but  if  he  complied  with  my  instructions,  as  I  know  he  would 
do,  he  could  have  given  no  cause  for  his  detention  on  that  account,  as 
he  could  not  see  any  more  than  we  could  do  from  the  shore. 

******* 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B *  Bee, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Provisional  Army. 

Captain  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General ,  Houston. 

[Enclosures.] 

Instructions  to  Lieutenant  Mann. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Army  of  T  ^xas, 

Corpus  Christi ,  Tex.,  November  21,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  vessel  commanded  by  Captain  Henry 
to  the  vicinity  of  the  United  States  fleet  at  Aransas  Pass.  On  arriving 
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at  a  point  from  which  your  signal  can  be  seen,  you  will  attract  their 
attention,  and  await  the  approach  of  such  boat  as  may  be  sent  to  you. 
As  your  mission  is  one  solely  of  humanity,  you  will  not  approach  so 
near  the  enemy  as  to  induce  them  to  suppose  that  your  object  is  to 
obtain  information  of  their  movements,  strength,  etc.  On  receiving 
an  answer  to  the  communication  which  you  bear,  }rou  will  return  to 
this  point. 

You  will  raise  a  white  flag  on  your  vessel  as  soon  as  you  leave  this 
wharf,  and  keep  it  flying  until  your  return. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  H.  P.  Bee,  Provisional  Army: 

E.  B.  Tarver, 

Aid-de-  Camp  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  Generuo. 

Lieutenant  Walter  L.  Mann, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Army  of  Texas, 

Corpus  Christi ,  Tex. ,  November  21,  1863. 

Sir:  In  response  to  the  appeals  made  to  me  by  the  families  of  the 
soldiers  of  this  army  stationed  on  Mustang  Island,  I  have  the  honor  to 
send  Lieutenant  Walter  L.  Mann,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  of 
this  division,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  with  this  communication. 

In  the  name  of  humanity,  I  ask  that  you  will  inform  me  of  the  fate 
of  those  soldiers,  that  the  families  may  be  relieved  from  this  state  of 
suspense. 

A  flag-of-truce  boat  sent  down  by  Colonel  [A.  M.]  Hobby,  of  this 
command,  before  my  arrival  has  not  returned;  it  was  borne  by  Acting 
Sailing  Master  Neal;  information  as  to  its  whereabouts  is  requested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  P.  Bee, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States. 

Comdg.  Officer  of  the  U.  S.  Land  or  Naval  Forces, 

Aransas  Pass. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Bee,  C.  S,  Army,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant  Mann, 

C.  S.  Army,  bearer  of  flag  of  truce. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Army  of  Texas, 

Port  Lavaca ,  November  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  you  an  interesting  report  from  Lieutenant 
Mann  of  his  visit  and  detention  at  the  camp  of  the  enemy  at  Aransas 
Pass,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  together  with  a  communication  from  Gen¬ 
eral  Banks, 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  P.  Bee, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  District  of  Texas,  etc. ,  Houston. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Army  of  Texas, 

Lavaca,  November  30,  1863. 

Sir:  Acting  in  accordance  with  your  instructions  to  me  on  the  21st 
instant,  1  left  Hawley’s  dredge  boat  on  Aransas  Bay  on  the  22d,  bear¬ 
ing,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  your  communication  to  the  officer  command- 
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ing  the  naval  and  land  forces  of  the  United  States  Army  at  Aransas 
Pass. 

On  arriving  within  probably  a  mile  of  the  nearest  vessel  of  the 
Federal  fleet,  I  stopped  and  waved  my  flag  repeatedly  to  attract  the 
attention  of  their  outposts.  After  the  lapse  of  two  or  three  hours,  I 
saw  nearing-  me  a  small  boat,  containing  an  officer  and  5  men.  Although 
they  had  no  white  flag  flying,  still  I  determined  to  await  their  approach, 
being  very  anxious  to  get  an  answer  to  your  communication.  As 
soon  as  the  boat  reached  me,  I  made  known  my  business,  and  handed 
the  officer  my  documents. 

I  was  at  once  placed  under  guard,  and  the  Federal  boat  returned  to 
the  island,  coming  back  again  in  an  hour,  with  instructions  to  take 
myself  and  party,  consisting  of  2  citizens,  within  the  lines. 

As  soon  as  we  reached  Aransas  City  1  was  conducted  to  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  officer  commanding  the  troops  at  that  point.  I  was 
here  informed  that  I  would  be  detained  until  General  Banks,  whose 
headquarters  were  on  Mustang  Island,  about  5  miles  distant,  could 
receive  your  communication  and  act  upon  it.  This  gave  me  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  seeing  very  distinctly  their  entire  force,  and  forming  some 
idea  of  the  very  active  movements  that  were  going  on.  I  soon  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  an  expedition  was  being  organized  to  attack  our 
fortifications  at  Saluria,  which  conclusion  was  verified  during  the 
evening. 

******* 

The  expedition  was  directed  by  General  [Cadwallader  C.]  Washburn, 
who  commands,  I  understand,  one  division  of  the  Thirteenth  Army 
Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 

General  Washburn  marched  on  Saluria  the  same  evening  that  I 
landed  on  the  island,  the  22d  instant.  About  two  hours  after  my 
landing  I  was  taken  by  Colonel  [Nathan  A.  M.]  Dudley,  inspector- 
general  of  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Mustang- 
Island,  when  the  colonel  informed  me  I  would  be  detained  there  three 
or  four  daj^s  for  prudential  motives.  Quarters  were  assigned  me  on 
one  of  their  transports. 

I  was  detained  within  the  Federal  lines  four  da}^s,  during  wjiich 
time,  being  restricted  only  by  the  limits  of  the  transport  on  which  I 
was  quartered,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  gaining  considerable  informa¬ 
tion  respecting  General  Banks’  expedition  against  our  State. 

Until  the  25th,  the  five  regiments  that  marched  against  Saluria  and 
two  companies  of  negroes  that  remained  on  Mustang  [Island]  com¬ 
prised  General  Banks’  entire  command  this  side  of  Brownsville. 
On  the  evening  of  the  25th,  however,  a  vessel  arrived  from  New 
Orleans,  I  think,  with  two  regiments-  the  Twenty -first  and  Twenty- 
second  Iowa;  they  also  averaged  only  about  500  men  each.  This  com¬ 
prised  General  Banks’  entire  command  on  the  islands  of  Mustang, 
Saint  Joseph’s  and  Matagorda.  When  I  was  released  on  the  evening 
of  the  26th  instant,  he  had  outside  four  heavy  ships  of  war — the 
McClellan ,  his  flagship;  the  Monongahela ,  their  heaviest  armed  ship; 
the  Granite  City ,  and  the  Thomas  Scott.  Inside  the  bar  there  were 
six  transports  drawing  under  8  feet  of  water,  all  armed  but  one, 
their  armanent  consisting  of  12-pounder  Dahlgren  howitzers  and  20- 
pounder  Parrott  guns.  There  were  four  of  each  kind;  two  of  the 
Parrott  eruns,  however,  were  in  battery  on  land,  two  small  earth- 
works  having  been  thrown  up  as  soon  as  the  island  was  captured. 
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One  of  the  transports  was  the  ALatamoras,  from  the  Rio  Grande, 
one  of  the  boats  owned  by  Messrs.  King  &  Kennedy,  of  Browns¬ 
ville;  all  of  their  boats  excepting  one  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Fed- 
erals.  The  Matamoras  is  still  commanded  by  her  same  captain, 
Dalzell.  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walter  L.  Mann, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Brigadier-General  II.  B.  Bee. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Wavy,  to  Captain  Gillis ,  U.  S. 
Wavy,  regarding  coal  for  the  vessels  on  the  Texas  coast. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  Were  Orleans ,  Woverriber  17,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Katahdin  is  in,  also  the  coal  vessels  Annie  Lewis  and  For¬ 
est  King.  I  sent  you  the  coal  brig  Samuel  Lindsey ,  511  tons,  on  the 
26th  October,  and  presume  she  has  reached  you. 

On  the  Tth  instant  the  bark  Hanson  Gregory  was  dispatched  with 
510  tons  coal  for  Sabine  Pass. 

I  am  now  loading  up  two  vessels  with  coal,  say  1,000  tons,  and  they 
will  be  sent  to  Galveston  some  time  this  week.  Therefore  don’t  draw 
unnecessarily  on  the  collier  off  Sabine. 

The  Bermuda  is  in  to-day,  but  will  be  detained  a  few  days  for  the 
Circassian  to  get  ahead. 

The  Antona,  Acting  Master  Alfred  L.  B.  Zerega,  left  here  yester¬ 
day  to  report  to  you. 

The  Aroostook  goes  down  to-day,  and  the  Peosta  will  follow  in  about 
one  week.  The  Penguin  will  follow  about  two  weeks  hence. 

These  are  the  only  vessels  I  have  in  store  for  you. 

Troops  are  being  forwarded  to  Rio  Grande. 

1  am,  very  respectfully, 


H.  H.  Bell, 


Commodore,  Corndg.  Western  Gulf  B  lockdg .  Squadron  pro  tem. 


Captain  John  1’.  Gillis, 

TJ.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee , 

Corndg.  U.  S.  Blockading  Forces,  off  Coast  of  Texas. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Stone,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  to  the  senior  naval 
officer  near  Donaldsonville,  • requesting  cooperation  of  a  gunboat  at 
Plaquemine. 

New  Orleans,  Wovemher  17,  1863. 
Sir:  Is  there  an}7  gunboat  at  Plaquemine?  If  not,  can  one  be  sent 
there?  There  is  information  that  the  enemy  are  on  the  Grosse  Tete, 
above  that  point.  , 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  P.  Stone, 
Brigadier- General  and  Ch  ief  of  Staff. 

Senior  Naval  Officer, 

Wear  Donaldsonville, 
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Report  of  Commander  Townsend ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  the  call  for 

cooperation  at  Plaquemine. 

U.  S.  S.  Essex, 

Off  Donaldsonville,  La. ,  November  18 ,  1863. 

Commodore:  I  intended  to  send  the  Argosy  to  New  Orleans  last 
evening,  but  Colonel  Fiske  (commanding  Fort  Butler)  brought  me  a 
telegram  from  General  Stone,  speaking  of  a  rumored  advance  of  the 
rebels  on  Plaquemine,  and  at  Colonel  Fiske’s  request  I  sent  the 
Argosy  thither,  although  the  place  is  not  in  my  district.  Captain 
Morong,  finding  that  there  was  no  immediate  cause  for  apprehension, 
returned  here  to-day,  and  I  now  send  the  Argosy  below.  If  it  be  nec¬ 
essary  that  a  gunboat  lie  at  Plaquemine  for  any  time  it  should  be 
supplied  by  the  second  division,  as  the  place  lies  within  that  district. 
I  have  therefore  telegraphed  to  Captain  Swaney,  of  the  Ivenwood , 
lying  at  Baton  Rouge,  to  consult  with  General  Cooke,  there  command¬ 
ing,  and,  if  it  should  appear  necessary,  proceed  to  Plaquemine  and 
remain  there  as  long  as  his  presence  might  be  required,  or  until  he 
should  receive  other  orders  from  his  division  commander,  Captain 
Foster.  After  the  Argosy  returns  from  New  Orleans  1  will  send  her 
again  to  Plaquemine  to  learn  from  Captain  Swaney  the  exact  situation 
of  affairs,  and,  if  requisite,  give  him  assistance.  The  Argosy  will  make 
but  a  short  stop  at  New  Orleans.  I  do  not  apprehend  that  any  disturb¬ 
ance  will  occur  during  her  absence.  If  aid  be  required  above  us,  I 
will  take  Captain  Gregory  from  his  guard  over  the  mill  for  a  day  or 
two  and  send  him  up  to  cooperate  with  Captain  Swaney  at  Plaquemine. 

W  ill  jTou  please  give  orders  that  the  articles  required  for  the  mill 
be  obtained  and  put  on  board  the  Argosy  with  dispatch?  With  these 
rumors  flying  around,  and  spasmodic  calls  from  the  Army  for  gun¬ 
boats,  I  should  like  to  have  my  little  force  well  in  hand  to  assist  our 
soldier  brethren  if  requisite.  The  latter,  in  their  placid,  self- 
gratulatory  moments,  are  somewhat  inclined  to  make  light  of  the 
doings  of  the  Navy;  but  when  an  alarm  comes  their  first  thought 
and  cry  is  for  a  gunboat,  and  many  a  scrape  have  the  gunboats  helped 
them  out  of,  often  saving  them  from  utter  destruction.  1  do  not 
know  what  bright  thought  induced  the  military  authorities  to  stick 
down  200  troops  at  Plaquemine,  where  there  should  be  either  a  strong 
force  or  none  at  all.  It  is  really  a  very  important  strategic  point,  and 
should  be  defended  by  a  well-garrisoned  fort.  Captain  Morong  will 
give  you  the  particulars  of  the  rumors,  etc. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 

Commander ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Commodore  Henry  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squad/ron. 


Report  of  Commander  Townsend ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  a,  vessel  for 

cooperation  at  Plaquemine. 

U.  S.  S.  Essex, 

Off  Donaldsonville ,  La.,  November  18,  1863 — 10:30 p.  rn . 
Commodore:  An  hour  since  I  received  a  second  dispatch  from  Gen¬ 
eral  Cooke,  saying:  “  The  Kenwood  has  gone  to  Bayou  Sava,  near  which 
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the  enemy’s  batteries  are  said  to  be  engaged.  It  is  merely  report  that 
a  large  force  of  them  are  on  their  march  down  the  Grosse  Tete, 
bnt  it  is  repeated.”  Having  heard  so  many  similar  reports  I  do  not 
place  very  great  confidence  in  these;  but  as  the  Kenwood  can  not  go 
to  Plaquemine,  I  feel  it  is  my  duty  to  send  a  gunboat  thither  from  my 
division.  I  am  therefore  compelled  to  withdraw  the  St.  Clair  from  the 
mill  for  a  few  days  and  send  her  up  to  Plaquemine.  As  soon  as  the 
Argosy  returns  she  will  relieve  the  St.  Clair ,  so  that  Captain  Gregory 
can  go  on  with  the  work  at  the  mill. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

Robert  Townsend, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  Henry  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  Commodore  Bell ,  U .  S. 

Navy ,  connected  with  the  sending  of  United  States  vessels  North. 

Navy  Department,  November  18,  1863. 

Sir:  Hereafter  when  any  vessel  of  the  West  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron  is  sent  home  you  will  take  out  the  men  whose  terms  of 
service  are  not  out  and  substitute  those  whose  enlistments  have  ex¬ 
pired;  you  will  also  take  out  such  stores  and  ammunition  as  are  not 
deemed  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  vessel,  and  retain  all  officers 
recently  on  the  station. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  gyro  tern.. 


Capture  of  the  schooner  Amelia  Ann  and  Spanish  bark  Teresita. 

Report  of  Acting  Master  Lamson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Granite  City. 

U.  S.  S.  Granite  City, 

Off  Aransas,  Tex.,  November  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  Captain 
John  P.  Gillis,  commanding  second  division  Western  Gulf  Blockad¬ 
ing  Squadron,  I  left  Galveston  on  the  14th  November  and  proceeded 
to  Brazos  Santiago  with  dispatches  for  Commander  Strong,  U.  S.  S. 
Monongahela ,  but  not  finding  him  there  I  proceeded  to  the  Rio 
Grande,  where  1  learned  he  had  left  for  Corpus  Christi.  In  the 
vicinity  of  Brazos  Santiago  I  captured  the  schooner  Amelia  Ann, 
under  English  colors,  from  Havana,  bound  to  Matamoras,  with  a  cargo 
of  liquors,  oils,  etc. 

In  American  waters  (with  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  bearing  by 
compass  W.  S.  W.)  I  found  the  Spanish  bark  Teresita,  with  298  bales 
of  cotton  on  board.  I  immediately  took  possession  and  towed  her  to 
this  place,  arriving  here  this  day.  I  have  dispatched  her  to  New 
Orleans,  in  charge  of  a  prize  officer.  Enclosed  please  find  list  of  offi¬ 
cers  and  crew.  The  bearing  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  was  the  same 
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by  the  bark’s  compass  as  by  our  own,  and  her  mate  confessed  that  she 
was  in  American  waters;  also  that  she  had  taken  part  of  her  cargo  on 
board  at  the  same  anchorage,  and  that  the  wind  had  been  favorable  for 
shifting  her  position  into  neutral  waters  if  he  had  been  so  disposed. 
I  boarded  another  Spanish  bark,  also  in  American  waters,  that  had 
been  examined  by  the  Monongahela ,  but  as  she  had  no  cargo  on  board 
at  that  time  was  not  disturbed,  but  I  found  that  since  the  Mononga¬ 
hela  left  she  had  taken  on  board  44  bales  of  cotton,  but  with  the  small 
power  of  this  steamer  I  could  not  tow  her,  as  I  had  the  schooner  in 
addition  to  the  Teresiia;  therefore,  I  was  obliged  to  leave  her. 

Trusting  that  my  proceedings  in  this  case  will  prove  to  have  been 
correct  and  legal, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Lam  son, 

Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Spanish  consul  at  New  Orleans,  regarding 

the  case  of  the  schooner  Amelia  Ann. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  Decermber  21,  1863. 

Sir:  Major-General  Banks  has  referred  to  me  your  letter  of  17th 
December,  relating  to  the  schooner  Amelia  Ann,  seized  off  the  Rio 
Grande  by  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Granite  City. 

I  would  state  for  your  information  that  the  case  of  the  schooner 
Amelia  Ann  is  pending  in  the  U.  S.  district  court,  and  has  gone  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  naval  authorities.  Any  reclamations  you  may 
desire  to  make  should  be  done  through  that  court. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Don  Juan  Callejon, 

Her  Catholic  Majesty's  Consul  at  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  regarding  the  capture  and 

disposition  of  the  bark  Teresita. 

Navy  Department,  February  9 ,  186 J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  translation  of  a  note,  dated  the  21st  ultimo, 
addressed  to  you  by  M.  Tassara,  the  minister  of  her  Catholic  Majesty, 
complaining  of  the  alleged  illegal  capture  of  the  Spanish  brig  Teresita 
by  a  vessel  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  concerning  which  you  ask  to  be  fur¬ 
nished  with  such  information  as  this  Department  may  possess  or  may 
be  able  to  obtain. 

Acting  Master  C.  W.  Lamson,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Granite 
City ,  by  which  vessel  the  capture  of  the  Teresita  was  made,  reported 
briefly  the  circumstances  under  date  of  the  18th  of  November  last. 

n  w  r — vol  20 - 44 
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He  says  that  in  American  Avaters  (Avith  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande 
River  bearing-  by  compass  W.  S.  W.)  he  found  the  leresita  with  298 
bales  of  cotton  on  board,  took  possession  of  her,  placed  a  prize  crew 
in  charge,  and  dispatched  her  to  New  Orleans.  He  further  says  the 
bearing  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  was  the  same  by  the  bark’s  compass 
as  by  his  own,  and  that  her  mate  confessed  he  was  in  American  waters; 
also  that  she  had  taken  part  of  her  cargo  on  board  at  the  same  anchor¬ 
age,  and  that  the  wind  had  been  favorable  for  shifting  her  position 
into  neutral  waters  if  he  had  been  so  disposed. 

The  Department  has  no  further  information  on  the  subject  of  the 
seizure  than  the  report  of  Acting  Master  Lamson  conveys. 

The  Teresita  has  been  sent  to  the  prize  court  at  New  Orleans,  Avhich 
is  a  proper  tribunal  to  decide  upon  the  legality  of  the  seizure.  Mr. 
Tassara’s  note  is  herewith  returned. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 

Fitzhugh ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  November  19,  1863. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  relieve  Lieutenant-Commander 
James  Stillwell,  in  command  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Pinola. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  E.  Fitzhugh,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Greene,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  pro¬ 
posed  expedition,  for  tlte  destruction  of  some  of  the  United  States 
vessels  in  Mobile  Bay. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Ship  Island,  November  19,  1863. 

Sir:  Accompanying  the  communication  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
BigeloAv,  in  reference  to  the  prisoner  George  W.  Walker,  I  have  to 
state  that  I  have  learned  from  him  that  an  expedition  is  fitted  out  in 
Mobile  Bay  to  destroy  some  of  the  blockading  fleet.  The  particulars 
are  as  follows: 

The  steamer  Gunnison,  a  small  propeller,  having  a  torpedo  attached 
in  a  similar  manner  to  the  one  used  at  Charleston,  is  about  to  run 
down  the  Colorado,  or  such  Aressel  as  she  may  meet.  She  is  commanded 
by  one  Cunningham,  with  a  crew  of  not  over  ten  men.  She  is  iron 
cased  about  her  boilers,  carries  no  guns,  has  one  smokestack,  no  mast, 
very  low  in  the  water,  draws  7  feet.  Torpedo  contains  about  150 
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pounds  powder.  I  have  taken  proper  steps  to  inform  Commodore 
Thatcher  off  Mobile. 

The  prisoner  who  is  brought  with  this  can  give  you  the  further 
particulars.  I  had  him  searched  on  board  this  vessel  and  found  two 
papers  in  the  lining  of  his  coat,  marked  Nos.  1  and  2,  in  the  accom¬ 
panying  list  of  articles;  also  an  amount  of  money,  which  is  specified, 
which  was  found  in  his  wallet  with  sundry  other  papers. 

^  The  suspicious  movements  of  this  person,  as  reported  by  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Bigelow,  when  taken,  have  caused  me  to  give  the  par¬ 
ticulars  in  this  dispatch. 

As  he  was  seen  to  land  before  capture,  I  have  ordered  the  Calhoun 
to  g-o  and  search  the  spot  that  he  was  seen  at.  The  prisoner  reports 
that  he  sunk  a  bundle  of  dispatches  for  General  Banks  off  Pascagoula, 
and  thinks  he  could  recover  them.  This  was  before  he  was  seen  by 
the  Calhoun.  He  says  he  can  recollect  the  tenor  of  the  dispatches. 

Should  they  be  of  importance  I  will  try  (if  you  will  send  the  prisoner 
down)  to  recover  them. 

Respectfully, 


C.  H.  Greene, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 


Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Wavy,  regarding  additional 

vessels  for  the  Texas  coast. 

Hastings  upon  Hudson,  November  SO,  1863. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Hartford  and 
Brooklyn  will  not  be  ready  for  sea  in  less  than  three  weeks,  from  the 
best  information  I  can  obtain.  I  particularly  regret  it,  because  1  see 
that  General  Banks  is  in  the  field  and  my  services  may  be  required. 
A  letter  from  Commodore  Bell  to-day  urges  me  to  bring  down  more 
vessels,  as  the  calls  upon  him  by  the  army  since  they  have  determined 
to  occupy  Texas  can  not  be  supplied  without  too  much  sacrifice  of  the 
blockade.  I  am  informed  there  are  some  turreted  ironclads  building- 
on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  which  should  be  nearly  finished  by  this  time. 
They  draw  about  6  feet  of  water  and  will  be  the  very  vessels  to  operate 
in  the  shallow  waters  of  Texas,  if  the  Department  would  order  them 
down  there.  We  might  also  have  some  vessels  of  still  lighter  draft, 
say,  not  to  exceed  4  feet,  built  there  and  sent  down  the  river  and 
thereby  avoid  the  risk  of  a  sea  voyage.  We  can  not  protect  these  ves¬ 
sels  against  round  shot,  but  they  can  be  well  protected  against  mus¬ 
ketry  by  boiler  iron.  With  one  or  two  light  guns  they  can  do  the 
service  of  a  larger  vessel  and  their  great  facilities  for  transporting  and 
landing  troops  and  patrolling  on  Lake  Pontchartrain  and  the  bayous 
along  the  coast. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear -A  dmiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Commander  Rolando ,  IJ.  S.  Navy ,  commandi/ng  IT.  S.  8. 
Seminole ,  regarding  general  matters. 


U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Sabine  Pass ,  November  — ,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  dispatches  of  November  7, 12,  and  13  have  been  received. 

I  send  to  New  Orleans  in  the  Circassian  Mr.  Robert  G.  Pope,  act¬ 
ing-  second  assistant  engineer,  detached  by  your  order  from  this  ship, 
with  instructions  to  report  to  the  senior  officer  at  that  place. 

1  enclose  to  you,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the 
prize  list  of  the  crew  of  this  ship,  which  has  been  corrected;  also  the 
dates  of  appointment  of  all  volunteer  officers  at  Sabine  Pass. 

Agreeably  to  your  order,  the  Arizona  was  sent  on  the  18th  to  Cal¬ 
casieu  Pass,  where  Mr.  Charles  M.  Thaj'er  was  landed  under  a  Hag 
of  truce.  The  Arizona  then  proceeded  to  Mermentau  Lake,  but  could 
discover  no  vessels  either  there  or  in  the  vicinity. 

A  previous  requisition  was  made  for  30  bags  of  soft  coal.  It  was 
receipted  for  by  Captain  Eaton,  of  the  Circassian ,  but  left  behind  at 
New  Orleans.  You  will  oblige  me  by  having  it  sent  to  this  ship  in 
the  Bermuda ,  as  it  is  fuel  for  the  ship’s  galley,  which  will  not  burn 
the  anthracite  coal. 

In  consequence  of  the  increase  of  the  fever  on  board  the  Arizona ,  pro¬ 
nounced  by  the  surgeons  to  be  yellow  fever,  I  will,  on  her  return  from 
Vermilion  Bay,  where  I  have  sent  her  as  a  convoy  to  the  Kate  Dale , 
army  transport,  with  broken-down  machinery,  send  her  to  Galveston 
to  await  Captain  Gillis’s  orders. 

You  will  see  b}T  the  report  of  the  medical  officers  that  the  sickness 
and  mortality  on  board  the  Arizona  is  increased  greatly,  to  such  an 
extent  that  I  fear  she  will  be  inefficient  from  the  loss  of  men.  Since 
the  report  was  forwarded  two  additional  deaths  took  place  on  the  21st 
from  the  fever,  and  the  ship  is  thoroughly  infected  with  the  disease, 
so  much  so  that  she  is  not  a  proper  vessel  for  blockading  duty. 

As  I  think  there  will  be  no  doubt  of  wffiat  Captain  Gillis  will  do, 
viz,  send  the  vessel  to  New  Orleans  for  orders,  I  will  call  your  atten¬ 
tion,  in  anticipation,  to  my  previous  request  for  an  increase  of  force 
at  this  point. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  &<, 


H.  Rolando, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Iron  pro  tern , 

New  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  referring  to  the  capture  of  the 
vessels  Matamoras ,  Science ,  Volante ,  and  Dashing  Wave. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  November  £o,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
October  21,  directing  the  Colorado  to  be  sent  in  due  time  to  Ports¬ 
mouth,  N.  H.,  for  her  to  reach  there  by  the  1st  of  February  next. 

A  former  letter,  September  23,  ordered  her  to  be  sent  to" Portland, 
Me.  She  will  be  detached  by  the  1st  of  January. 
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Reports  have  been  received  from  Captain  James  H.  Strong,  U.  S.  S. 
Monongahela ,  off  Brazos  Santiago,  November  12,  and  from  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Brown,  TJ.  S.  gunboat  Virginia. 

The  gunboats  Owasco  and  Virginia  seized  the  following-named 
British  trading  vessels  lying  off  the  Rio  Grande,  in  American  waters, 
as  they  believe,  for  being  in  contraband  trade,  viz,  schooner  Mata- 
moras ,  brig  Volante ,  bark  Science ,  and  brig  Dashing  Wave.  As  soon 
as  these  vessels  arrive,  their  reports  will  be  forwarded. 

An  insurrection  occurred  in  Matamoras,  November  10,  headed  by 
Cortinas,  who  shot  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor. 

The  object  of  the  insurrection  was  not  stated  by  Captain  Strong. 

The  Aroostook ,  Lieutenant-Commander  C.  Hatfield,  which  has  been 
heretofore  on  blockade  off  Mobile  Bar,  has  been  detached  from  there 
and  sent  to  the  coast  of  Texas. 

The  brig  Bohio,  blockading  off  the  coast  of  Texas,  leaking  badly, 
will  !:e  relieved  immediately  by  the  U.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson ,  under 
the  command  of  Acting  Master  J.  F.  Winchester. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Nightingale ,  being  too  damp  for  ordnance  stores,  the 
U.  S.  bark  J.  C.  Kuhn,  Acting  Master  J.  F.  Harden,  will  start  for 
Pensacola  Bay  to-morrow  to  receive  the  ordnance  stores  formerly  in 
the  Nightingale. 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  W.  R.  Sherwood  has  been  ordered  to 
proceed  to  the  North  and  report  his  arrival  there  by  letter  to  the 
Department. 

He  was  relieved  by  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Ichabod  Norton. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Corndg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  AVelles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washing hton ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  correspondence 
with  the  commanding  officer  of  II.  B.  M.  S.  Galatea ,  regarding  the 
exercise  of  belligerent  rights  of'  the  Rio  Grande. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  November  W,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copy  of  a  letter,  marked 
No.  1,  from  Captain  Maguire,  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Galatea ,  requesting 
information  as  to  the  instructions  under  which  United  States  cruisers 
act  off  the  Rio  Grande  in  reference  to  neutral  vessels  trading  there. 
A  copy  of  my  reply,  No.  2,  thereto  is  also  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Corndg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 

[Enclosures.] 

H.  B.  M.  S.  Galatea, 

Off  the  Rio  Grande ,  November ,  1863. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  numerous  applications  which  1  receive 
as  to  the  immunity  from  capture  of  British  vessels  engaged  in  legal 
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trade  in  Mexican  waters,  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  by 
vessels  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  will  be 
pleased  to  give  me  for  the  information  of  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Alexander 
Milne,  K.  0.  B.,  the  British  naval  commander  in  chief  on  the  North 
American  station,  such  items  of  the  orders  issued  to  the  officers  in 
command  of  cruisers  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  as  relate  to  the  treatment 
of  neutral  vessels  in  the  Mexican  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Brown,  commanding  the  IT.  S.  cruiser  Virginia ,  has  been  good 
enough  to  allow  me  to  copy  his  general  instructions  on  this  head,  but 
I  am  anxious  to  obtain  the  authority  of  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
Gulf  Squadron  on  this  subject  for  the  guidance  and  information  of 
British  men-of-war  visiting  Matamoras. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Rochfort  Maguire, 

Captain ,  Senior  Naval  Officer,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  etc. , 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  November  16 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  present  month,  requesting  information  as  to  the  instructions  which 
govern  United  States  cruisers  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  in  relation  to  the 
treatment  of  neutral  vessels  in  the  Mexican  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  would  state  in  reply  that  the  United  States  cruisers  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  proceeding  to  the  Rio  Grande  have  orders  not  materially 
differing  from  those  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Virginia ,  viz: 

Not  to  claim  or  exercise  belligerent  rights  within  Mexican  waters,  which  begin  at 
a  line  drawn  at  right  angles  to  the  coast,  passing  through  the  middle  of  the  outside 
channel  or  bar  of  that  river;  everything  to  an  anchor  north  of  that  line,  as  well  as 
on  the  high  seas,  you  have  the  belligerent  right  to  visit  and  examine,  and  you  are 
expected  to  exercise  this  right  steadfastly,  without  giving  unnecessary  annoyance  or 
inconvenience,  and  to  send  into  port  for  adjudication  any  vessel  of  whose  lawful  char¬ 
acter  you  may  have  a  reasonable  doubt.  V essels  bound  to  and  from  the  Rio  Grande 
are  frequently  met  with  on  the  coast,  much  out  of  their  courses;  such  vessels  are 
unquestionably  blockade  runners,  and  should  be  sent  in  for  adjudication,  always 
informing  the  judge  with  exactness  of  their  position  when  seized.  On  the  coast  it  is 
pretty  much  a  question  of  latitude,  always  easily  ascertained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Captain  Rochfort  Maguire, 

11.  B.  M.  S.  Galatea ,  off  the  Bio  Grande. 


Report  of  Commando)'  Strong ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U  S.  S. 
Monongahela ,  regarding  proposed  cooperation  with  Major-General 
Banks  at  Pass  Cavallo. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Off  Aransas  Pass ,  Coast  of  Texas ,  November  11,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  let¬ 
ters  of  the  14th  instant. 
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The  Alabama  has  arrived  and  is  now  inside.  I  shall  get  the  buoy 
and  plant  it  as  directed,  if  it  is  on  board.  1  have  heard  nothing  of  it 
as  yet. 

General  Banks  intends  to  march  from  this  point  to  Matagorda,  and 
desires  me  to  be  at  PassCavallo  to  cover  his  approach.  He  will  move 
in  a  day  or  two. 

I  have  been  very  careful  about  meddling  with  vessels  off  the  Rio 
Grande;  even  those  anchored  in  our  waters  that  had  clear  papers,  L 
have  not  disturbed.  One  I  had  towed  off,  as  she  could  not  otherwise 
get  oft',  for  it  was  clearly  a  mistake  in  her  being  there,  and  her  papers 
were  all  right. 

Vessels  anchored  on  our  side  (clearly  so),  and  being  engaged  in  a 
suspicious  trade,  I  have,  of  course,  claimed  the  right  to  capture. 

I  have  to-day  sent  the  Granite  City  15  miles  up  the  coast  to  recon- 
noiter,  at  the  request  of  General  Banks.  The  Army  now  hold  the 
whole  line  of  coast  from  the  Rio  Grande  to  this  point,  and  I  trust  will 
soon  hold  Pass  Cavallo. 

*  ****** 

The  Circassian  brought  us  no  mails. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Commander. 

Commodor'e  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

U.  S.  Flagship  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandant ,  navy  yard , 

New  York ,  regarding  tugs. 

Navy  Department,  November  S3,  1863. 
Sir;  The  tugs  Cowslip  and  Narcissus  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Western 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Hiram  Paulding,  ^ 

Commandant ,  Navy  Yard ,  New  York. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master  Gray ,  L .  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Courier ,  to  return  to  New  York. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  November  83,  1863. 


Sir:  Having  found  it  convenient  to  send  the  stores  brought  out  in 
the  Courier  for  Pensacola  to  that  place  by  another  conveyance,  you 
will  proceed  to  New  5  ork  with  the  TJ.  S.  ship  Courier  under  your  com¬ 
mand  without  delay,  and  on  your  arrival  report  to  the  commandant  of 


the  navy  yard  there. 
Respectfully, 


H.  H.  Bell, 


Commodore. 


Acting  Master  S.  C.  Gray, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Courier ,  New  Orleans. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Llatfield ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Aroostook ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Eureka. 

U.  S.  S.  Aroostook, 

Off  Galveston ,  November  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  schooner  Eureka 
loaded  with  73  bales  of  cotton  and  bound  to  Havana. 

The  capture  took  place  on  the  22d  of  November  in  latitude  27°  16'  N., 
longitude  91°  26'  W.  The  Eureka  sailed  from  Brazos  River  on  the 
19th  instant,  running  S.  S.  E.,  and  intending  to  run  to  the  eastward  on 
the  23d.  She  reports  three  other  small  vessels  inside  ready  to  come 
out  and  of  about  her  own  size,  viz,  20  tons. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Chester  Hatfield, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 

Johnstone ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  November  2b,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Octorara,  and 
you  will  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Texas  by  the  first  public  conveyance 
and  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson ,  reporting  to 
Captain  J.  P.  Gillis,  senior  officer  at  Galveston,  on  your  way. 
Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  John  A.  Johnstone,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Octorara. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Thatcher ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  enjoining  vigilance  against  attack  from  torpedo  vessel  in 

Mobile  Bay. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  November  25,  1863. 

Sir:  Frequent  reports  reach  me  from  time  to  time  of  the  certainty 
of  a  small  screw  steamer,  carrying  a  torpedo  over  her  bow,  being 
ready  to  come  out  from  Mobile  Bay  to  attack  the  vessels  on  blockade 
either  off  the  bar  or  in  the  sound. 

The  vessel  is  low  in  the  water,  has  one  chimney,  and  draws  7  feet 
and  carries  no  gun. 

Be  vigilant  and  take  her  or  destroy  her  if  you  can. 

Torpedoes  and  rams  are  entitled  to  no  quarter 
1  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tem,. 

Commodore  Henry  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  V.  S.  Blockading  Forces,  off  Mobile  Bar. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  17.  8.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Greene ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  enjoining  vigilance  against  attach  from  tor¬ 
pedo  vessel  and  to  give  no  quarter. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  November  £5,  1863. 
Sir:  Information  has  reached  me  through  army  authorities,  and 
supposed  to  be  reliable,  that  Duke  is  coming  out  through  Iieron  Pass 
next  Friday  night,  November  27,  with  the  screw  steamer  Gunnison , 
carrying  a  torpedo  over  her  bow,  attended  by  four  launches,  to  attack 
the  vessels  in  the  sounds.  You  will  please  communicate  this  informa¬ 
tion  without  delay  to  the  advance  vessels  near  Grant’s  Pass  and  direct 
them  to  keep  out  armed  boats,  and  to  exercise  the  greatest  vigilance 
for  the  detection  of  their  approach,  and  to  destroy  them.  Persons 
employed  on  torpedoes  deserve  no  quarter,  and  none  should  be  given 
them. 

Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg .  Squadron protem. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Chas.  H.  Greene, 

Com  man  ding  U.  8.  Ship  Vincennes ,  off  Ship  Lsland. 


Report  of  Major-  General  Washburti ,  U.  8.  Army ,  regarding  the 
advance  upon  Fort  Esperanza ,  Matagorda  lsland ,  Texas. 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Cedar  Bayou ,  November  %5,  1863. 

General:  We  are  progressing  fairly  in  crossing.  The  process  is 
slow  and  tedious,  but  1  will  have  alL  ferried  over  during  the  coming- 
night.  I  will  advance  my  headquarters  to-morrow  at  least  15  miles, 
and  will  invest  the  fort  the  day  after.  I  hope  the  gunboats  may  be  in 
position  by  10  a.  m.  on  that  day. 

Please  send  me  a  signal  officer. 

The  gunboat  Granite  City  lies  off  this  point,  and  has  done  so  ever 
since  my  arrival,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  communicate. 

A  rebel  major  was  shot  on  the  north  side  of  the  bayou  on  the  day 
before  I’esterday.  His  body  was  found  this  morning.  He  came  down 
with  a  flag  of  truce.  A  sergeant  from  General  Ransom’s  command 
swam  over  to  him.  He  got  into  a  dispute  with  the  sergeant  and  drew 
his  pistol  and  shot  him,  wounding  him  severely.  Our  soldiers,  wit¬ 
nessing  the  struggle,  fired,  and  the  major  was  seen  to  limp  away.  His 
body  was  found  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  spot  where  he  was 
struck.  His  enquiry  was  as  to  what  had  become  of  the  Confederate 
troops  that  were  on  Mustang  Island. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

C.  C.  Washburn, 

Major-  Genet  al. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 
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Report  of  Commander  Strong,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  (I.  S.  S. 

Monongahela,  regarding  readiness  for  cooperation  with  the  army 

forces  at  Pass  Cgvallo. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Off  Pass  Cavallo,  Coast  of  Texas ,  November  26,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  17th  instant  by  the  Bermuda. 

1  was  very  particular  in  impressing  upon  the  commanders  of  the 
vessels  of  war  sent  down  to  the  Rio  Grande  the  extreme  importance 
of  knowing  the  variation  of  their  compasses,  and  to  allow  for  varia¬ 
tion,  etc.,  and  that  the  bearings  should  be  taken  by  the  compass  of  the 
seized  vessel  and  in  presence  of  her  own  officers.  After  the  vessels 
had  been  seized  I  made  the  enquiry  of  each  of  the  commanders  if  that 
had  been  done,  and  they  all  assured  me  that  it  had,  and  that  all  the 
vessels  taken  were  clearly  on  our  side  of  the  line,  and  so  admitted  to 
be  by  their  own  officers. 

I  have  furnished  the  vessels  down  here  with  a  copy  of  your  instruc¬ 
tions.  1  met  the  Bermuda  to-day  on  my  way  from  Aransas  Pass  to 
this  place. 

The  general  had  informed  me  that  the  attack  would  be  made  to-mor¬ 
row  morning,  and  he  wished  my  cooperation.  I  do  not  think  it  can 
take  place  so  soon,  for  the  army  is  now  encamped  for  the  night  8  or  10 
miles  below  Pass  Cavallo,  nearly  a  day’s  march. 

I  have  the  Granite  City  close  inshore  to  cover  the  advance.  The 
Virginia  is  off  Rio  Grande,  and  the  Antona  I  sent  down  yesterday. 

The  Virginia  and  Granite  City  will  both  have  to  go  to  Galveston  in 
the  course  of  three  or  four  days  for  coal.  1  shall  have  to  go  in  a  few 
days  myself. 

28th  instant. — Last  night  the  wind  changed  to  the  north.  It  is  now 
blowing  a  gale.  We  have  not  been  able  to  communicate  with  the 
army. 

The  Bermuda  has  arrived.  I  shall  dispatch  her  as  soon  as  the  gale 
moderates  sufficiently  to  communicate  with  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

•  Commander. 

Commodore  H.  Id.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Pensacola,  New  Orleans,  La. 

We  shall  open  lire  upon  the  port  in  the  morning  if  the  gale  moderates. 

J.  H.  Strong. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Zerega,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Antona,  regarding  the  capture  of  schooner  Mary  Ann,  of  Sabine , 
November  26,  1863. 


U.  S.  S.  Antona, 

Off  Pass  Cavallo ,  November  29,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  26th  instant,  in  latitude 
26°  22',  longitude  97°,  I  captured  the  rebel  schooner  Mary  Ann,  of 
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feabine,  from  Calcasieu  Pass  on  the  91st  instant,  loaded  with  27  bales 
of  cotton,  and  bound  for  Tampico.  Her  papers  consist  of  a  register 
from  the  so-called  Confederate  States  and  a  clearance  from  the  port  of 
Sabine,  and  on  board  of  her  was  found  a  rebel  flag.  As  she  was  leak¬ 
ing  very  much,  I  did  not  deem  it  safe  to  send  her  in  charge  of  a  prize 
crew  to  New  Orleans,  so  I  took  her  in  tow.  To-day,  by  order  of 
Commander  James  II.  Strong,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela ,  I  ordered 
a  survey  to  be  held  (a  copy  of  which  please  And  enclosed)  on  her;  the 
survey  having  pronounced  her  unseaworthy  and  recommended  that 
the  cotton  be  shipped  to  New  Orleans  and  the  vessel  destroyed  or 
turned  over  to  the  Army,  I  am,  with  Commander  James  II.  Strong’s 
sanction,  transferring  it  to  the  Bermuda  to  be  delivered  in  New 
Orleans  to  the  prize  commissioners.  I  have  sent  an  officer  up  with  it. 

No  other  vessel  in  sight. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  L.  B.  Zereqa, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Antona. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  J).  C. 

Enclosed  please  find  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  at  the 
time  of  the  capture. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  17.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  the  openmg  of  a 
rendezvous  at  New  Orleans  without  satisfactory  results. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Of  New  Orleans,  November  '27,  1863. 

Sir:  Since  the  abatement  of  the  yellow  fever  in  this  fleet,  a  rendez¬ 
vous  has  been  opened  in  New  Orleans,  which  has  not  been  very  suc¬ 
cessful.  Some  few  landsmen  and  contrabands  have  been  shipped,  but 
no  seamen  or  ordinary  seamen. 

The  high  bounty  paid  by  the  army  not  only  draws  off  the  vigorous 
men  found  in  the  city,  but  also  induces  frequent  desertions  from  the 
United  States  vessels  coming  in  here  for  indispensable  repairs  and  for 
recruiting  the  health  of  officers  and  crews. 

Every  vessel  on  the  station  has  a  large  list  of  men  whose  terms  of 
service  have  expired,  and  every  vessel  is  at  the  same  time  largely  short 
of  her  complement  of  crews.  Under  these  circumstances  I  have  been 
compelled  to  issue  an  order  that  no  more  men  shall  be  discharged  on 
account  of  expiration  of  term  of  service  until  recruits  are  sent  out  to 
take  their  places. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  II.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Endorsement.] 

No  discharge  can  take  place  in  this  squadron  except  by  order  of  the 
Secretarv  of  Navy,  and  they  can  be  kept  over  their  time. 

[G.  V.  Fox.] 
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Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  referring  to  cooperative  opera¬ 
tions  on  tlxe  coast  of  Texas. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  November  37,  1863.  ■ 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  on  the  25th  instant  to  forward  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  the  report  of  Commander  Strong,  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Mononga- 
hela,  announcing  the  capture  of  a  battery  of  three  heavy  guns  at 
Aransas  Pass  on  the  17th  instant  by  the  Monongahela  and  a  body  of 
troops  under  Major-General  Banks. 

It  was  the  general’s  intention  to  advance  against  the  battery  at  Pass 
Cavallo  (the  entrance  to  Matagorda  Bay)  on  the  18th;  he  had  not  done 
so,  however,  up  to  the  22d  instant,  my  last  advices  from  that  point. 

Refugees  from  Mobile  report  a  small  screw  steamer  carrying  a  tor¬ 
pedo  of  150  pounds  of  powder  over  the  bow,  like  that  which  attacked 
the  Ironsides  in  Charleston  Harbor,  as  ready  to  come  out  from  Mobile 
Bay  to  assail  the  vessels  off  the  bar  or  inside  of  Mississippi  Sound. 

The  commanding  officers  have  been  apprised  of  these  reports  and 
vigilance  enjoined  upon  them. 

The  Circassian  left  here  on  the  26th  for  the  eastward.  The  Union , 
supply  steamer,  will  leave  to-day.  The  Bermuda  is  on  the  coast  of 
Texas. 

Yellow  fever  cases  still  appear  on  board  of  the  Estrella  lying  at 
Quarantine. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  complaints 
made  relative  to  property  captured  at  Bayou  Sara  and  Pointe 
Coupee. 

Hastings  on  the  Hudson,  November  37,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of  the 
25th  instant,  together  with  the  enclosed  papers*  of  C.  Maurin,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  his  sugar  and  molasses  taken  at  Bajmu  Sara  and  Pointe  Coupee 
by  the  vessels  under  my  command.  In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  sugar 
and  molasses  were  taken  at  those  points  and  used  by  the  officers  and 
crew,  but  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  claimant  for  anything  so  taken. 
It  was  all  understood  to  be  in  transitu  for  Port  Hudson,  and  no  one 
had  the  hardihood  to  say  anything  on  the  subject;  we  also  could  see 
the  enemy’s  troops  on  the  hill  at  the  time.  We  destroyed  a  large 
quantity  of  corn  and  potatoes  at  the  same  time,  all  of  which  I  reported 
to  the  Department  officially.  On  such  occasions  we  appropriated  as 
much  as  we  could  accommodate  to  the  use  of  the  vessels  and  destroyed 
the  remainder.  The  4-  hogsheads  were  captured  in  a  lighter  in  her 
attempt  to  cross  the  river  from  Pointe  Coupee  to  Bayou  Sara.  I  have 
therefore  to  report  [to]  the  honorable  Secretary  that  I  think  the  whole 
statement  a  fraud.  The  individual,  C.  Maurin,  may  have  become  a 
good  Union  man  since,  but  our  impressions  at  that  time  were,  there 
was  but  one  Union  family  within  the  district  of  our  blockade.  The 


*Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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man  was  seized  by  the  rebels  and  confined  in  Port  Hudson  until  its 
surrender.  His  wife's  sister  was  our  best  friend,  giving  us  informa¬ 
tion  of  all  that  passed  on  shore. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  fj .  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  Commander 
Perkins ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sciota. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  November  %8,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Galveston  Bar  and  report  to  Captain  J.  P. 
Gillis,  commanding  blockading  forces,  coast  of  Texas,  for  duty  on 
blockade  service. 

You  will  touch  at  Sabine  Pass  on  your  route. 

Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  H.  Perkins, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Sciota. 


Report  of  Captain  Gillis ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  off  Galveston , 
regarding  general  matters  pertaining  to  his  command. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Galveston ,  November  US,  1863. 

Sir:  Yours  by  the  Aroostook  and  Bermuda  were  received.  The  coal 
brig  Samuel  Lindsey ,  stated  to  have  been  sent  on  the  26th  October, 
has  not  yet  arrived.  The  Aroostook  reports  having  captured  a  small 
prize  to  southward  and  having-her  in  tow,  cast  her  off  to  go  in  pursuit 
of  two  other  suspected  vessels,  which  were  lost  sight  of  in  the  night. 
The  prize  was  ordered  to  this  anchorage,  but  has  not  yet  made  her 
appearance.  I  sent  the  Aroostook  out  twice  in  search  of  her  and  to 
proceed  as  far  as  Brazos  River.  She  returned  without  success  and  has 
been  dispatched  to  relieve  the  Cayuga  off  Sabine. 

The  Bermuda  left  for  the  southern  vessels  of  this  division  on  the 
25th  instant,  and  was  directed  to  keep  a  good  lookout  for  blockade 
runners.  The  same  afternoon  the  Annie  Lewis  reached  here  with  coal. 

Your  several  sealed  parcels  were  forwarded,  and  I  learn  from 
Lieutenant-Commander  Henry  an  acting  ensign  was  sent  in  Bermuda 
with  orders  to  report  direct  to  him. 

I  look  for  the  return  of  supply  vessel  about  Monda}r,  30th  instant; 
also  some  of  the  vessels  from  that  quarter  for  coal. 

The  New  London  will  go  for  repairs  on  return  of  Katalidin. 

30th  instant. — The  Virginia  arrived  this  morning  for  coal.  I  dis¬ 
patched  the  New  London  to  take  her  place  to  southward  temporarily. 

The  Bermuda  returned  here  this  evening.  Her  commander,  Strong, 
informs  me  our  troops  are  in  possession  of  Pass  Cavallo.  The  enemy 
blew  up  their  fort  about  1  o’clock  last  night. 
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The  Granite  City  will  be  here  in  a  day  or  two  for  coal.  Th e,  Annie 
Lewis  only  of  the  vessels  mentioned  has  arrived. 

Please  find  herewith  reports,  requisitions,  etc. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer, 

Second  Division  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Corndg.  Western  Gidf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 

P.  S. — December  1,  1863. — Vour  several  sealed  official  letters  to 
Commander  Strong,  Lieutenant-Commander  Henry,  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Roath,  Acting  Masters  Lamson,  Winchester,  and  Tibbits 
were  received  by  U.  S.  S.  Penobscot,  arrived  this  forenoon. 


Report  of  Commander  Strong ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Monongahela ,  regarding  affairs  off  Pass  Cavallo,  Tex. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Off  Pass  Cavallo,  Coast  of  Texas,  November  29 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  Bermuda  has  been 
here  since  yesterday  morning,  but  the  gale  has  prevented  communi¬ 
cation  till  about  sunset  this  evening.  We  are  now  getting  our  stores 
by  dropping  a  boat  with  a  line. 

The  army  have  taken  the  rifle  pits  in  front  of  the  light-house  to-day. 
The  fort  has  thrown  some  few  shells,  but  no  harm  done  so  far. 

I  hope  the  gale  will  be  moderate  enough  for  me  to  go  in  and  shell 
the  rebel  fort  and  camp  in  the  morning. 

I  have  sent  the  Virginia  up  to  Galveston  to-night  for  coal  (by  signal, 
it  being  too  rough  to  communicate).  The  Antona  has  a  small  prize 
(unseaworthy).  I  have  ordered  a  survey,  and  if  found  to  be  so,  the 
Bermuda  will  take  her  cotton  up  to  New  Orleans. 

The  Antona  I  shall  be  obliged  to  keep  to  the  southward.  The 
Granite  City  will  go  to  Galveston  in  two  or  three  days. 

At  the  request  of  General  Banks  1  have  sent  an  officer.  Acting  Ensign 
H.  W.  Grinnell,  and  10  men  to  man  two  howitzers  which  are  to  come 
up  from  Aransas  to-morrow. 

I  enclose  you  a  list  of  the  officers  on  board  of  this  ship. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Commander. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron, 

II.  S.  Flagship  Pensacola,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Report  of  Commander  Strong,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  occupation 
of  Fort  Fsperanza,  Matagorda  Lsland. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Off  Pass  Cavallo,  Tex. ,  November  30,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  rebels  abandoned  the 
fort  last  night,  first  setting  lire  to  it  to  blow  up  the  magazines.  Sev¬ 
eral  were  exploded,  but  no  material  damage  done. 
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I  landed  early  this  morning.  The  general  wished  to  reconnoiter 
Matagorda  Bay,  as  he  proposes  to  move  on  at  once.  1  sent  the  Granite 
City  up  for  that  purpose. 

The  rebels  had  between  GOO  and  700  men  here,  and  very  strong  works 
(eight  guns  in  one  fort  and  one  in  the  other),  rifle  pits,  etc.  But  four 
prisoners  were  captured  and  one  dead  rebel  that  was  left  in  the  hurry 
for  our  troops  to  bury. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Commander. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

U.  S.  Flagship  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans. 


B.  S. — My  officer  and  men  that  were  sent  to  Aransas  Pass  to  man 
the  boat  howitzers  have  returned. 


J.  H.  S. 


Report  of  Commander  Rolando ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Seminole ,  regarding  affairs  at  Sabine  Pass ,  Texas. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Sabine  Pass ,  November  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  November  27. 

Everything  here  is  quiet,  and  inactivity  seems  to  be  the  order  of  the 
day  in  the  pass.  The  troops  have  been  removed,  I  think,  as  but  few 
tents  are  now  to  be  seen.  The  vessels  keep  inside;  some  at  their 
anchorage  and  others  moving  back  and  forth  from  the  light-house  and 
port. 

I  send  Acting  Ensign  M.  H.  Karlowski,  in  obedience  to  your  order, 
to  report  on  board  the  Fearnot;  also  the  account  of  Acting  Ensign  H. 
Crosby  to  the  Pinola. 

Accompanying  this  is  a  report  from  the  senior  engineer  of  this  ship 
as  regards  the  condition  of  the  boilers  of  the  Seminole.  I  assure  you 
it  is  lioth  disagreeable  and  painful  for  me  to  forward  any  report  of 
this  kind. 

Since  commanding  this  ship  there  has  been  but  a  sequence  of  weak¬ 
nesses,  one  after  another,  discovered  in  the  engineer  department  of  the 
Seminole. 

After  leaving  New  York  I  discovered  that  her  pumps  were  not  in 
order,  engine  not  in  line,  and  everything  so  heating  that  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  keep  a  constant  flow  of  water  on  the  journals  to  keep  them 
cool.  On  my  arrival  in  July  in  New  Orleans  the  engines  were  so  out 
of  order  that  we  were  detained  there  nearly  two  months  repairing; 
and  now  the  senior  engineer  reports  that  the  water  bottoms  of  the 
boilers  are  so  defective  as  to  require  immediate  attention. 

I  forward  to  you  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Seminole ,  and  report 
that,  now  that  Lieutenant  Alfred  T.  Mahan,  Ensigns  G.  K.  Haswell, 
[and]  F.  A.  Cook  have  joined  the  Seminole ,  and  Acting  Ensigns  M.  H. 
Karlowski  [and]  H.  Crosby  have  been  detached,  this  ship  has  her 
complement  of  wardroom  officers  and  masters’  mates,  there  being  a 
deficiency  only  of  a  boatswain. 
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By  the  paymaster’s  report  I  see  that  among  the  crew  of  this  ship 
there  is  a  deficiency  of  13,  respectively,  1  seaman,  6  ordinary  seamen, 
5  landsmen,  1  coal  heaver.  I  would  request  that  these  vacancies  may 
be  filled  as  soon  as  the  men  are  available. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Sq  uadron  pro  tem. ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture  by 

the  TJ.  S.  S.  Kanawha  of  the  schooner  Albert,  or  Wenona,  off  Mobile 

Bar. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile  Bay,  November  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Albert, 
or  Wenona,  William  Henry  Belden,  master,  by  the  gunboat  Kanawha, 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  K.  Mayo. 

This  schooner  had  been  loaded  many  weeks,  awaiting  an  opportunity 
of  escaping  from  Mobile,  and  last  night  she  made  the  attempt  to  run 
out,  but  was  captured  soon  after  passing  the  bar,  and  is  now  under 
orders  for  New  Orleans  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Levi  S.  Fickett, 
with  all  the  papers  and  documents  required  by  law,  to  be  delivered  to 
the  U.  S.  district  judge  at  that  place. 

Lists  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  vessels  serving  on  this  blockade 
at  the  time  of  the  capture  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  received  from 
the  several  commanding  officers. 

The  Albert  had  neither  log  book,  crew  list,  nor  custom-house  papers. 
The  supposed  owner,  BojTd,  was  a  passenger  on  board;  also  a  young 
man  as  passenger,  and  her  crew  is  composed  of  seven  men. 

Her  cargo  is  valuable,  and  consists  of  245  bales  of  cotton,  100  bar¬ 
rels  rosin,  15  barrels  turpentine,  13  boxes  tobacco,  20  caddies  tobacco, 
and  1,000  staves.  On  the  persons  of  passengers  and  crew  were  found 
papers  of  value,  also  money  and  implements.  The  aggregate  of  cur¬ 
rent  money  found  will  be  $5,573,  mostly  in  specie,  besides  a  large 
amount  in  railroad  bonds.  This  money  and  bonds  are  in  the  keeping 
of  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  L.  L.  Penniman,  of  the  Kanawha,  a 
receipt  for  which  is  herein  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Commodore. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  arrival  at 
New  Orleans  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Penobscot  and  Chocura. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  December  1 ,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Penobscot,  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  E.  Iv.  Benham,  on  the  24th 
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November,  and  of  the  Chocura ,  Lieutenant-Commander  B.  Glierardi 
on  the  30th  November. 

The  former  was  sent  immediately  to  blockade  off  Galveston,  and  the 
latter  will  go  to  Sabine  Bar  to  reinforce  that  blockade.  She  will  sail 
to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Id.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Oomdg.  West  Gulf  Stockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy,  Washington. 


Statement  of  the  Confederate  naval  strength  in  Mobile  Bay. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  December  2,  1863. 

Sir:  The  following  is  believed  to  be  the  rebel  naval  strength  in 
Mobile  Bay: 

Ready  for  service. 

Side-wheel  Gaines ,  110  men,  10  guns. 

Side-wheel  Morgan ,  90  men,  10  guns. 

Side-wheel  Selma ,  70  men,  4  guns. 

Ram  Baltic ,  screw,  plated  2d  inches,  speed  5  knots,  80  men,  6  guns. 

Ram  Tuscaloosa ,  screw,  2d-inch  plate,  speed  3  miles  per  hour,  40 
men,  4  guns. 

Ram  Huntsville ,  screw,  2d-inch  plate,  speed  3d  miles  per  hour,  40 
men,  4  guns. 

Two  floating  batteries,  3  guns  each,  30  men,  plated  with  2d-hieh  iron. 

The  Tennessee ,  screw,  reported  ready,  has  10  ports,  mounts  4  guns 
(said  to  be  from  the  Keokuk ),  5-inch  iron  plated,  strong  and  fast. 

The  Nashville ,  side  wheel,  size  of  Tennessee ,  nearly  completed,  being- 
iron  plated  5d  inches,  has  10  ports,  mounts  4  guns. 

At  Selma  there  is  a  large  vessel  building,  to  be  launched  in  January. 
There  are  three  large  rams  building  on  the  Tombigbee  River,  to  be 
launched  during  the  winter. 

Propeller  Gunnison  is  fitted  up  as  a  torpedo  boat,  carrying  150 
pounds  powder  over  her  bow,  with  boiler  iron  over  her  upper  works. 

Another  propeller  had  been  fitted  up  as  a  torpedo  boat,  with  2  guns, 
but  was  set  on  fire,  and  upper  works  burned  off'.  She  is  now  on  the 
ways  to  be  lengthened  30  feet,  which  will  be  done  with  dispatoh,  for 
the  volunteer  nav}T,  and  ten  transport  steamers. 

The  Tennessee ,  Nashville ,  torpedoes,  and  rams  building  on  the  Tom¬ 
bigbee,  compose  the  volunteer  navy  and  are  commanded  by  [unfinished]. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Brown ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  censuring  him  for  furnishing  to  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  of  foreign  vessel  a  copy  of  blockading  instructions. 


Navy  Department,  December  2,  1863. 
Sir:  In  a  communication  addressed  by  Captain  Maguire,  of  H.  B. 
M.  S.  Galatea ,  to  Commodore  Bell,  he  states  that  you  were  good 
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enough  to  allow  him  to  copy  your  general  instructions  in  relation  to 
the  treatment  of  neutral  vessels  in  the  Mexican  waters  of  the  Rio 
Grande. 

The  Department  regrets  that  your  judgment  did  not  dictate  to  you 
the  impropriety  of  your  step.  Instructions  given  to  you  by  the 
Department  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  squadron  in  which  you 
are  serving  are  confidential  in  their  nature,  and  should  not  be  com¬ 
municated  to  officers  of  a  foreign  service  without  the  authority  of  the 
source  from  which  they  emanated. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Chas.  H.  Brown, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Virginia ,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  need  of  light- 

draft  steamers. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  December  2,  1863. 

Sir:  This  fleet  being  extremely  deficient  in  vessels  of  lighter  draft 
than  10  feet,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  prize  steamboat 
Alabama  and  appurtenances,  captured  September  12,  1863,  be  taken 
into  the  Navy  at  her  appraised  value,  viz,  $80,000. 

She  is  an  iron  boat,  about  800  tons  burden,  draws  6  feet  loaded,  is  4 
3rears  old,  in  good  condition,  and  was  built  to  run  between  Mobile  and 
New  Orleans  as  a  passenger  boat.  Most  of  her  upper  works  were 
taken  off  to  fit  her  for  a  sea  steamer.  The  Estrella ,  Commodore , 
Hollyhock ,  and  Eugenie  are  the  only  steamers  in  the  squadron  drawing 
less  than  8  feet  when  loaded,  and  there  are  constant  demands  for  armed 
steamers  of  as  little  draft  as  3  feet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Block dg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington, 


Letter  from  TJ.  S.  consular  officer  at  Havana  to  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  British  steamer  Cumberland  and  other  vessels. 

U.  S.  Consulate-General, 

Havana,  December  3,  1863. 

Sir:  An  English  steamer  called  Cumberland  arrived  here  about  two 
and  a  half  months  ago  from  Madeira  with  a  full  cargo  of  munitions  of 
war  and  other  supplies  for  the  South.  Most  of  the  cargo  was  dis¬ 
charged  here  and  transferred  to  other  vessels,  which  conveyed  the  same 
to  the  South.  It  was  reported  to  me  that  she  had  some  cannon  on 
board  concealed,  and  that  she  was  intended  for  a  rebel  privateer. 

She  is  an  iron  vessel  of  about  500  or  600  English  tons,  new,  fast, 
with  splendid  machinery,  two  smokestacks,  side-wheels,  draws  over 
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10  feet.  A  great  deal  of  money  has  been  expended  upon  her  in  this 
port;  the  machinery  and  wheels  were  strengthened. 

The  Cumberland  is  now  ready,  and  the  arrival  of  a  person  from  Nas¬ 
sau  is  expected,  when  she  will  go  to  sea  under  the  command  of  one 
Daniel  Graham,  formerly  of  New  Orleans,  who  has  a  commission  from 
the  rebel  Government  as  a  Navy  officer,  and  the  authority  to  appoint 
his  subordinates  for  the  present  voyage.  This  commission  and 
authority  were  brought  him  from  Richmond  a  few  days  ago.  This 
person’s  family  live  on  the  corner  of  Louise  and  Levee  streets,  New 
Orleans,  and  I  am  told  he  has  some  property  in  that  city. 

One  George  McGregor  and  one  McClellan,  of  New  Orleans,  both 
here,  furnish  the  money.  Her  chief  engineer  will  be  a  man  named 
Armstrong.  Daniel  Golding,  Luke  Shaw,  David  Pennell,  and  one  or 
two  others  are  mentioned  as  officers  and  engineers.  David  Pennell, 
or  Pinnell,  was  one  of  the  men  that  took  the  Fox,  steamer,  and  carried 
her  into  Mobile.  Men  are  already  engaged  for  the  trip. 

I  have  been  advised  by  one  whom  the  Confederates  trusted  and 
asked  to  join  them  that  the  object  of  the  expedition  is  to  run  into 
Pensacola  and  cut  out  one  or  more  tine  steamers.  In  case  of  capture 
produce  the  naval  commission,  which  would  entitle  them  to  be  treated 
as  prisoners  of  war.  This  may  appear  incredible,  but  I  am  assured 
such  is  the  scheme.  I  can  not  obtain  evidence  to  produce  to  the 
authorities  here;  indeed,  I  do  not  believe  that  she  will  tit  out  as  a  pri¬ 
vateer  in  this  port. 

The  steamers  Alice,  Austin,  Powerful,  Union ,  Laura ,  Mary  Anne, 
and  Little  Lila  are  in  port,  and  will,  soon  as  ready  to  leave,  run  the 
blockade.  The  last  four-named  arrived  with  cotton  a  few  days  since, 
as  they  reported,  from  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  probably  the  Suwanee  River. 
The  Alice  and  Austin  are  valuable  ships. 

It  would  be  well,  perhaps,  to  keep  extra  good  watch  at  Pensacola 
and  Mobile. 

I  beg  to  recommend  my  account  sent  with  letter  of  5th  ultimo,  $233, 
for  supplies  to  an  officer  and  several  men  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Princess 
Royal. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Savage, 

Acting  Consul-  General. 

Comdg.  Officer  of  the  U.  S.  Western  Gulf  Squadron, 

At  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Allen,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  New  London,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Raton 
del  Nilo,  off  Padre  Lsland,  Texas. 

U.  S.  S.  New  London, 

Off  Matagorda,  December  8,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  December  3,  1863,  in  latitude  by  observation  26°  36'  N.  and  10 
miles  east  of  Padre  Island,  Texas,  1  captured  the  schooner  Raton  del 
Nilo,  flying  Mexican  colors;  the  schooner  had  neither  log  book  nor 
papers.  The  person  who  appeared  to  have  charge  of  the  vessel  said 
that  the  captain  was  on  shore  at  Matamoras.  That  on  Sunday  night, 
while  at  anchor  at  the  Rio  Grande,  the  cable  parted  in  a  norther  and 
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he  had  been  driven  to  his  present  position  by  the  wind,  and  had  not 
had  a  fair  wind  to  get  back. 

I  put  a  prize  crew  on  board  and  sent  the  vessel  to  New  Orleans  for 
adjudication.  No  national  vessel  was  in  sight  at  the  time  of  capture. 

The  Raton  del  Nilo  has  on  board  coffee,  sugar,  codfish,  wine,  per¬ 
cussion  caps,  etc.  I  enclose  an  abstract  of  the  log  of  th eNew  London , 
showing  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  a  vessel  to  drift  to  the  north¬ 
ward  at  the  time  stated.  I  also  enclose  a  list  of  persons  taken  on 
board  this  vessel  entitled  to  prize  money. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  Allen, 

Lieutenan  t-  Commander ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  referring  to  operations  on  the 

coast  of  Texas. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  December  If ,  1863. 

Sir:  Having  been  much  pressed  for  vessels  on  blockade,  I  had  the 
gunboat  Sciota ,  which  had  been  run  into  and  sunk  in  the  river,  repaired. 
She  presents  no  perceptible  change  in  her  lines,  and  is  again  on  block¬ 
ade  off  Galveston,  in  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  G.  H.  Perkins. 

By  the  last  advices  from  the  coast  of  Texas,  the  troops  had  not 
advanced  upon  the  batteries  at  Saluria,  Matagorda  Inlet,  or  Pass 
Cavallo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant. 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  improved  sani¬ 
tary  condition  of  United  States  vessels  in  the  river. 

S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  La. ,  December  d-  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  happy  to  state  that  fever  has  entirely  disappeared  from 
the  vessels  in  the  river,  ice  having  formed  here  five-eighths  of  an  inch 
thick.  The  Arizona  has  suffered  from  it  off  Sabine,  but  was  free 
from  it  by  last  advices,  and  the  fleet  may  be  considered  in  good  health 
again. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Rolando ,  U  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  U  S.  8.  Seminole ,  regarding  affairs  at  Sabine 

Pass. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  December  J  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  directed  Captain  Gillis  to  keep  three  gunboats  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  Seminole  on  blockade  off  the  Sabine.  This  force  will  be 
sufficient  for  any  emergency  outside  of  the  bar,  and  will  enable  you 
to  send  a  vessel  frequently  as  far  as  Vermilion  Bay,  where  1  have 
heard  of  some  blockade  runners  being.  I  regret  I  have  not  a  vessel 
of  sufficiently  light  draft  to  attempt  those  waters. 

Acting  Ensign  H.  Crosby  has  been  ordered  to  the  Pinola. 

The  Chocura ,  Lieutenant-Commander  B.  Gherardi,  was  sent  to  you 
on  the  2d  instant,  with  directions  for  you  to  send  the  Arizona  to  New 
Orleans. 

1  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Commander  Henry  Rolando, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole ,  off  Sabine  Pass. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Cate ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Arkansas ,  to  proceed  with 
stores  to  United  States  vessels  on  the  Texas  coast. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  December  f  1863. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  you  are  ready,  proceed  in  the  Arkansas  to  Galveston 
Bar,  with  the  supplies  from  the  navy  store  for  the  vessels  on  the  coast 
of  Texas,  and  report  your  arrival  there  to  Captain  J.  P.  Gillis,  U.  S. 
steam  sloop  Ossipee. 

Touch  off  Sabine  Bar  going  and  returning.  Having  delivered  the 
stores  for  the  vessels  off  Galveston,  proceed  down  the  coast  and  deliver 
the  remainder,  then  return  to  this  port,  touching  at  all  the  stations. 
It  is  believed  that  there  are  several  small  craft  engaged  on  the  coast  of 
Louisiana  in  running  the  blockade.  Look  out  for  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  David  Cate, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Arkansas. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Gillis ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  the  need  of  discreet  officers  for  duty  off  the  Rio  Grande. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  December  5 ,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  please  bear  in  mind  that  the  strongest  naval  force  of 
the  enemy  on  the  coast  of  Texas  is  in  Sabine  River,  and  the  consequent 
necessity  for  keeping  a  strong  force  there,  say  one  vessel  the  strength 
of  the  Seminole  and  three  smaller  ones. 
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I  sent  the  Chocura.  Lieutenant-Commander  Bancroft  Gherardi,  to 
Sabine  Pass  on  the  2d'  to  blockade  there,  and  to  have  the  Arizona  sent 
to  New  Orleans.  You  will  please  send  the  New  London  here  also. 

I  wish  you  would  in  future  send  your  most  discreet  officers  to  the 
Rio  Grande  when  a  vessel  is  to  be  sent  there. 

Several  prizes  have  been  sent  from  that  anchorage,  seized  on  doubt¬ 
ful  compass  bearings,  and  there  has  been  not  a  single  instance  of  one 
of  them  having  obtained  the  deviation  of  compass  by  observations 
that  1  have  heard  of.  The  local  deviation  of  their  compasses  appears 
not  to  be  considered.  This  requires  immediate  attention. 

Officers  should  know  that  they  are  not  justified  in  seizing  unless  they 
can  give  the  judge  proof  of  good  grounds  for  their  proceedings,  and 
if  they  neglect  the  “local  deviation”  of  their  compasses,  they  are 
culpable  of  a  grave  neglect. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  Id.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

Commanding  Blockading  Forces ,  Coast  of  Texas. 


Report  of  Captain  Gillis ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general  matters  per¬ 
taining  to  the  Texas  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Galveston ,  December  5 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  November  27  by  the  Penobscot , 
which  arrived  1st  instant.  When  we  were  off  Mobile  reports  were 
frequent  in  relation  to  infernal  machines,  torpedoes,  etc.,  time 
appointed  for  coming  out,  but  they  did  not  make  their  appearance. 
Vigilance  is  and  will  be  observed  here. 

A  letter  from  Commander  Rolando,  dated  4th  instant,  says  the  sick¬ 
ness  on  board  the  Arizona  has  decreased  since  cool  weather  and  all 
quiet  at  the  Pass. 

The  Sciota  has  arrived  here.  The  Aroostook  and  Chocura  are  off 
Sabine.  I  have  informed  you  of  the  wants  there,  and  regretted  I  had 
not  vessels  to  increase  the  force  at  that  point. 

7th  December. — By  the  Arkansas  this  forenoon  I  received  yours 
of  the  5th  December,  and  have  notified  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Brown  and  others  in  relation  to  variation  and  local  deviation  of  com¬ 
pass,  and  directed  a  statement  to  be  made  which  may  be  sent  to  court 
of  adjudication  in  the  cases  mentioned  in  your  letter. 

The  Owasco  has  been  dispatched  to  the  southward  as  far  as  the  Rio 
Grande,  the  Arkansas  to  Pass  Cavallo,  and  the  Virginia  to  Pass  Sabine. 

The  Sciota  is  undergoing  some  repair  of  machinery  and  the  Antona 
taking  in  coal  for  herself  and  Granite  City ,  the  only  vessel  which 
can  cross  the  bar  at  Pass  Cavallo. 

The  New  London  is  daily  expected  from  the  southward,  when  she 
will  be  sent  to  New  Orleans. 

I  send  two  officers  and  one  fireman  recommended  by  medical  survey 
to  be  transferred  to  naval  hospital  at  New  Orleans. 

The  TF.  G.  Anderson  and  Kittatinny  are  cruising  to  southward. 
The  three-masted  schooner  Burroughs  is  here  with  coal. 
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8th  December. — The  Monongahela  arrived  this  forenoon  for  coal. 
The  Bohio  sailed  last  evening-  for  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Ctillis, 

Cajptain  and  Senior  Officer,  Second  Division 

Western  Gulf  Blockading  Sq  uadron. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Block dg.  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commodore  Thatcher , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  information  regarding  Mobile  and,  vicinity. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  December  5,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  communicate  the  following  information  concerning 
Mobile  and  vicinity: 

A  new  propeller  (name  unknown)  was  launched  between  two  and 
three  weeks  since  to  run  out  with  a  load  of  cotton.  She  was  to  be 
rapidly  finished  and  laden;  cost,  $110,000.  Jim  Robinson  had  engaged 
to  take  her  out  through  Pelican  Pass.  He  is  said  to  be  the  only  pilot 
there  who  knows  that  pass  well.  It  would  be  a  good  thing  to  capture 
him  if  it  is  so. 

There  is  also  information  that  the  rebels  are  strengthening  the  fort 
on  Grant’s  Island,  but  that  they  have  only  110  men  to  garrison  it  and 
that  the  fort  could  be  easily  captured  by  launches  at  any  time  on  a 
dark  night;  that  the  soldiers  have  their  quarters  on  the  inside  of  the 
island  in  a  building  over  the  water,  and  that  there  are  no  defenses  on 
that  side. 

I  am  also  informed  that  there  were  two  schooners  laden  with  600 
bales  of  cotton  in  Pascagoula  River,  about  2  miles  up,  awaiting  chance 
to  get  out.  This  was  about  ten  days  since. 

Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  GulfBlockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  Blockading  Forces  off  Mobile. 


Order  of  Commodore  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Jenkins ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  in  view  of  the  impaired  condition  of  the  vessels  of  the  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado,  December  7,  1863. 

Captain:  I  regret  to  learn  by  your  letter  of  yesterday  that  your 
supply  of  coal  is  so  nearly  exhausted,  especially  as  our  blockade  is 
now  so  reduced  in  numbers.  Yesterday  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
Albatross  (the  fast  steamer  of  the  fleet)  had  lost  the  use  of  her  patent 
rudder  and  iron  sternpost,  so  that  it  was  necessary  to  send  her  direct 
to  New  Orleans.  The  Kanawha  was  nearly  in  sinking  condition,  and 
has  gone  for  l’epairs.  The  Oneida  was  nearly  as  badly  off  and  was 
obliged  to  go,  and  all  just  as  the  moon  is  waning  to  its  last  gasp.  Pray 
hold  on,  if  possible,  till  we  get  the  next  moon  or  receive  reinforcement 
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from  the  river,  or  the  blockade  will  be  reduced  to  thiee  gunboats, 
for  the  Gertrude  has  no  steam  power  or  battery. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commander . 


Captain  TIiornton  A.  Jenkins,  _ 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Richmond ,  off  Mobile  Ray. 

p  g. — a  blockade  runner  is  now  at  anchor  outside  the  forts  await¬ 
ing-  her  chance. 

“  _ 


Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  acknowledging  informa 
tion  regarding  two  schooners  in  Pascagoula  River. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile  Bay ,  December  8 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  relative  to  exchanging  the  men 
in  this  division  whose  terms  of  service  have  expired  or  will  expire  on 
or  before  the  1st  of  January,  1864,  is  received,  and  circulars  will  be 
sent  to  all  the  commanders  now  here  or  in  the  sound  by  the  earliest 
opportunity,  in  order  that  this  arrangment  may  be  carried  into  effect 
as  earlv  as'possible.  I  enclose  herewith  the  number  of  petty  officers 
of  the  different  ratings,  the  number  of  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  lands¬ 
men,  boys,  contrabands,  firemen,  and  coal  heavers  on  board  the 
Colorado  whose  terms  of  service  have  already  expired  or  will  expire 
after  31st  January,  1864,  in  obedience  to  order  of  1st  instant. 

When  the  Eugenie  was  ordered  to  New  Orleans  to  report  to  you 
for  repairs,  her  officers  and  crew  were  transferred  to  the  flagship 
Pensacola  and  previous  to  receipt  of  your  order  to  transfer  them  to  the 
Portsmouth.  There  were  two  men  sent  to  New  Orleans  in  the  Eugenie 
at  their  own  request,  whose  terms  of  service  had  expired  or  were  about 
to  expire,  one  of  them  desiring  to  reship;  the  remainder  of  her  crew 
had  some  time  to  serve. 

1  have  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  5th  instant 
in  relation  to  the  two  schooners  reported  as  laden  with  cotton  in 
Pascagoula  River,  the  defenses  at  Grant’s  Pass,  and  the  new  steamer 
said  to  have  been  built  at  Mobile  to  load  with  cotton,  all  of  which 
shall  meet  with  attention. 

The  prisoners  captured  in  the  tl Tenona  know  nothing  of  this  new 
steamer,  yet  we  shall  look  out  for  her. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  K.  Thatcher, 

Commodore. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  GulfBlockdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 

P.  S. — The  coal  heavers,  being  all  contrabands,  are  rated  as  landsmen. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  ZJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Bigelow ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  furnish  information  regarding  the  defenses 
at  Grands  Pass. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  December  9 ,  1863. 
Sir:  1  have  information  by  persons,  refugees,  that  the  enenw  are 
increasing  the  defenses  at  Grant’s  Pass,  and  have  been  so  engaged 
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ever  since  the  last  bombardment.  I  desire  to  know  the  nature  and 
the  extent  of  the  improvements,  and  all  the  information  that  you  have 
in  relation  to  the  works  there,  the  bearing  of  the  guns,  the  means  of 
access  to  the  island  on  the  bay  side,  how  near  launches  may  approach, 
and  also  the  practicability  of  Passarone  [Pass  aux  Herons]  for  boats; 
also  the  strength  of  naval  force  lying  there. 

You  will  please  reply  by  the  returning  Corypheus. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

H.  II.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Lieutenant-Commander  George  A.  Bigelow, 

U.  S.  S.  Calhoun. 


Report  of  Commander  Rolando ,  Li.  S.  Navy ,  referring  to  expeditions 
by  blockading  vessels  to  the  vicinity  of  Mermentau  Pass. 


U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Sabine  Pass,  December  9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  received  your  communication  of  December  4.  The  Chocura , 
Aroostook ,  and  Virginia ,  with  this  ship,  compose  the  blockading  force 
now  at  Sabine  Pass. 

During  the  past  month  the  Arizona  made  trips  to  the  eastward  as 
far  as  Vermilion  Bay,  Mermentau,  and  Calcasieu  on  the  18th  and  21st; 
also  on  the  3d  of  December.  On  the  6th  instant  the  Aroostook  cruised 
as  far  as  Mermentau  and  brought  to  Sabine  Pass  Antoine  Antonio,  a 
refugee  from  thence,  who  reports  two  vessels  there,  40  miles  up  the 
lake,  one  large  enough  to  carry  away  200  bales  of  cotton,  with  which 
she  is  loading,  and  that  she  would  be  ready  to  leave  in  a  few  days. 
I  send  him  up  with  the  boat  in  which  he  was  taken  to  New  Orleans, 
with  orders  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Arkansas  to  deliver  him 
on  board  the  Pensacola. 

I  would  inform  you  that  there  is  not  now  coal  enough  in  the  coal 
vessel  here  for  the  demands  of  the  vessels,  and  would  request  another 
supply  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible. 

At  the  request  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Brown, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Virginia,  I  forward  a  copy  of  a  complimentary 
letter  from  Major-General  Dana  in  reference  to  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
James  H.  Rogers,  who  requests  that  the  letter  will  be  forwarded  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the  report  of  his  examination. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


H.  Rolando, 

Commander ,  U.  8.  Navy. 


Commodore  H.  IT.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tem, 

New  Orleans ,  La. 


Capture  of  the  Confederate  schooner  Marshal  J.  Smith ,  off  Mobile , 

December  9,  1863. 

Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
McCann,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kennebec. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile  Bay,  December  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  Confederate 
schooner  Marshal  J.  Smith  last  night  by  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Kennebec , 
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LJeu  tenant-Commander  McCann,  of  this  division  of  West  Gulf 
Blockade. 

This  schooner  was  attempting  to  run  out,  bound  to  Havana;  her 
cargo  consists  chiefly  of  cotton,  but  as  her  papers  were  all  destroyed 
by  her  supercargo  previous  to  capture,  the  amount  of  cargo  can  not 
be  ascertained  until  she  is  discharged.  She  is  apparently  about  200 
tons  measurement,  and  will  be  sent  at  once  to  New  Orleans,  with  Act¬ 
ing  Master  Baker  in  charge,  to  be  delivered  to  the  proper  authorities, 
with  all  the  papers  and  writings  found  on  board.  A  considerable  sum 
of  money  found  on  board  will  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  acting  assist¬ 
ant  paymaster  of  the  Kennebec,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  district  judge 
at  New  Orleans. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  detailed  account 
of  capture,  by  Lieutenant-Commander  William  P.  McCann. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  K.  Thatcher, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  Division  off  Mobile  Bay. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kennebec, 

Off  Mobile  Bar ,  December  10 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  capture 
of  the  rebel  schooner  Marshal  J.  Smith ,  made  on  the  night  of  the  9th 
instant  by  this  vessel: 

At  11  p.  m.,  when  in  9  fathoms  of  water  and  18  miles  east  of  Mobile 
Point,  we  saw  a  suspicious  sail  standing  to  the  S.  and  E.  and  at  once 
gave  chase.  The  schooner,  discovering  us,  changed  her  course  and 
hauled  more  off  the  land.  A  shell  was  then  tired  near  her,  but  she  did 
not  answer  our  signal  lights  or  heave  to  until  we  had  closed  to  within 
a  few  hundred  yards,  when  she  was  boarded.  She  proved  to  be,  by 
the  statements  of  Captain  Parker  and  Mr.  J.  F.  Smith,  the  schooner 
Marshal  J.  Smith ,  Captain  Herman  Parker,  from  Mobile  Bay,  having 
run  out  the  Swash  Channel  after  dark,  and  bound  to  Havana,  Cuba; 
cargo,  260  bales  cotton  and  3  packages  of  turpentine.  The  manifest  and 
other  papers  had  been  thrown  overboard  previous  to  our  taking  pos¬ 
session.  I  placed  an  officer  in  charge  of  the  M.  J.  Smith  and  trans¬ 
ferred  as  prisoners  the  persons  whose  names  are  herewith  enclosed.  I 
have  preserved  whatever  papers  or  writings  were  found  on  board  for 
transmission  to  the  judge  of  the  district  to  which  the  vessel  may  be 
ordered.  There  was  no  other  vessel  in  sight  or  signal  distance  at  the 
time  of  this  capture.  1  herewith  enclose  a  complete  list  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  this  vessel  entitled  to  share  in  the  prize  money  that  may 
result  from  the  capture  of  this  vessel. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  P.  McCann, 

Lieutenan  t-  Comm  an  der. 


Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  persons  captured  with  the  M.  J.  Smith: 
Herman  Parker  (master),  H.  F.  Ericsson  (mate),  J.  F.  Smith  (super¬ 
cargo),  Charles  Hansell  (seaman),  Charles  Williams  (seaman),  John 
Bontof  (carpenter),  Thomas  L.  Nelson  (seaman),  A.  E.  Olsson  (seaman). 
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Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition  of  the  prize. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Of  Mobile  Bay ,  December  10 ,  I860. 

Sir:  1  send  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication  the  Confederate  schooner 
Marshal  J.  Smith,  captured  oil'  this  bay  last  night  whilst  attempting  to 
run  out  en  route  for  Havana.  Her  supercargo  (now  a  prisoner  of  war) 
destroyed  her  custom-house  papers  before  capture,  so  that  the  exact 
account  of  cargo  can  not  be  given  until  she  is  discharged,  though  the 
principal  part  is  cotton.  She  was  taken  by  the  Kennebec ,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  W.  P.  McCann.  A  list  of  persons  captured  in  this  ves¬ 
sel  is  herewith  enclosed,  as  also  a  detailed  account  of  the  circumstances 
of  her  capture.  Acting  Master  Baker  will  take  her  to  New  Orleans 
as  prize  master,  with  a  crew  of  four  men  belonging  to  Kennebec ,  and 
all  the  papers  and  writings  found  on  board  are  duly  transmitted  under 
seal  to  the  district  judge  of  Louisiana,  as  well  as  detailed  account  sent 
to  the  Department.  Mr.  Baker  is  ordered  to  report  to  you  and  trans¬ 
fer  the  master  and  supercargo  as  primary  to  your  orders. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Iv.  Thatcher, 

Commodore. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 

P.  S. — The  specie  captured  will  remain  in  the  hands  of  paymaster  of 
the  Kennebec,  receipt  for  which  will  be  furnished  the  district  judge; 
and  all  the  prisoners  except  the  supercargo  and  master  will  be  retained 
on  board  this  ship  until  I  can  send  them  North,  unless  otherwise 
instructed.  They  are  too  numerous  and  too  desperate  a  set  of  fellows 
to  trust  in  the  prize,  or  1  should  send  them  to  New  Orleans. 

H.  K.  T. 

Commodore  Bell,  etc. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Bear- Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  to  return  to  New  York. 

Navy  Department, 

Washington ,  December  10 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Having  completed  the  duty  for  which  you  were  ordered  to 
Washington,  you  will  return  to  your  duties  at  New  York. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Washington. 


Report  of  Captain  Marchand ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  a  mutiny  at 

Fort  Jackson. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Lackawanna, 

New  Orleans ,  December  11 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
the  10th  instant,  I  took  passage  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Arizona  for  forts  St. 
Philip  and  Jackson,  to  aid  if  necessary,  in  suppressing  a  revolt  amongst 
the  soldiers  at  the  latter  fort.  The  same  day  at  10  o’clock,  on  reach¬ 
ing  the  Quarantine  Station,  1  was  shown  a  telegraphic  dispatch  from 
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Colonel  C.  W.  Drew,  commanding  Fort  Jackson,  to  the  health  officer, 
stating  that  quietness  was  restored,  that  should  gunboats  or  troops 
come  from  New  Orleans,  they  should  not  come  below  the  Quarantine 
Station,  and  that  he  could  preserve  order,  provided  neither  gunboats 
nor  troops  would  come  to  the  fort,  in  consequence  of  which  the  Arizona 
was  anchored  at  the  Quarantine  Station  and  I  repaired  to  the  telegraph 
office,  where  a  number  of  whites — men,  women,  and  children — who 
had  taken  refuge  in  the  woods  from  supposed  danger  from  the  disaf¬ 
fected  troops  in  Fort  Jackson,  had  collected,  and  where  also  1  met 
white  officers  and  colored  soldiers  from  that  fort.  From  them  1 
learned  that  the  immediate  mutinous  conduct  of  the  colored  troops  in 
Fort  Jackson  arose  from  punishments  inflicted  the  previous  evening 
upon  two  colored  soldiers  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Benedict,  then  in 
command.  Immediately  after  the  punishment  a  portion  of  the  colored 
soldiers,  numbering  from  80  to  150,  assembled  on  the  parade  ground 
with  muskets  and  commenced  firing,  using  threatening  language 
against  Lieutenant-Colonel  Benedict. 

A  portion  of  the  disaffected  soldiers  left  the  fort,  some  of  whom 
formed  picket  guards  about  the  fort  and  at  the  landing  on  the  river, 
where  the  army  transport  steamer  Suffolk  was  lying.  From  the  latter 
place  a  number  of  muskets  were  fired. 

The  Suffolk  was  cut  loose  from  the  wharf  by  her  commander  and 
she  stood  up  the  river  to  the  Quarantine  Station,  from  where,  at  about 
11  o’clock  p.  m.,  a  telegraphic  communication  was  sent  to  New  Orleans 
in  relation  to  the  revolt. 

By  the  personal  exertions  of  Colonel  Drew,  commanding  the  post, 
aided  by  the  officers  of  the  regiment,  order  was  restored  about  8 
o’clock  the  same  night,  two  hours  after  the  disaffected  took  their  arms. 

The  muskets  when  discharged  by  the  soldiers  did  not  seem  to  be 
aimed  at  any  particular  place,  as  the  quarters  of  nearly  all  the  officers 
and  the  workshop  near  the  landing  showed  marks  of  the  balls. 

After  obtaining  the  foregoing  information,  and  having  been  about 
two  hours  at  the  Quarantine  Station,  I  sent  a  telegraphic  communica¬ 
tion  to  Colonel  Drew  stating  that  a  gunboat  had  arrived  and  desired 
to  know  if  it  would  be  proper  that  she  should  go  to  the  fort,  to  which 
no  reply  was  received,  and  I  remained  with  the  Arizona  at  the 
Quarantine  Station. 

About  2  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  two  regiments  of 
soldiers  arrived  from  New  Orleans,  and  I  communicated  with  their 
commanding  officer,  who  soon  after  went  alone  by  land  to  the  fort, 
and  on  his  return  announced  his  intention  to  keep  the  two  regiments 
at  the  Quarantine  Station  until  further  instructions  were  received  from 
headquarters  at  New  Orleans.  . 

At  10  o’clock  p.  m.  of  the  same  day,  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Kanawha 
arrived  at  that  place,  and,  agreeably  to  your  orders,  I  left  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Mayo  in  charge  of  the  Kanawha  and  Arizona  and  this 
evening  returned  to  New  Orleans. 

Herewith  I  send  copies  of  telegrams  sent  to  General  Banks  and 
Colonel  Drew. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 

Captain. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Major-  General  Banks ,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  mutiny  at 

Fort  Jackson. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Few  Orleans ,  December  11,  1863. 

General:  An  unpleasant  affair  occurred  at  Fort  Jackson  on  the 
evening  of  the  9th  instant.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Benedict,  of  the  Fourth 
Regiment,  Corps  d’Afrique,  having  some  difficulty  with  the  troops 
there,  struck  and  punished  two  soldiers  with  a  whip. 

This  produced  great  excitement  among  the  troops,  who  assembled 
on  the  parade  grounds  in  most  violent  excitement  and  threatened  the 
officers  of  the  regiment. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

The  captain  of  the  steamer  Suffolk ,  tying  near  Fort  Jackson,  became 
greatly  alarmed  at  the  demonstrations  made  and  moved  up  to  the 
Quarantine  Station,  sending  from  there  exciting  telegraphic  dispatches 
to  these  headquarters. 

It  was  difficult  to  get  precise  knowledge  of  affairs  during  the  night, 
but,  with  a  view  of  being  on  the  safe  side,  Commodore  [Henry  H.]  Bell 
was  requested  to  send  one  or  two  gunboats  immediately  to  Fort  Jackson. 
A  regiment  of  troops  was  moved  down  during  the  evening  and  a  bat¬ 
tery  of  artillery  in  the  morning.  They  proceeded  no  farther  than 
Quarantine  Station.  Commodore  Bell  himself  moved  down  the  river 
with  the  Pensacola. 

-X-  *  *  *  -X-  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  R.  Banks, 

Major-General  Commanding. 

Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General  in  Chief ,  TJ.  S.  Army. 


Order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  detention  of  men  whose  terms  of  enlistment  have 
expired. 

Navy  Department,  December  11,  1863. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  deficiency  of  sea¬ 
men  in  the  West  Gulf  Squadron,  has  been  received. 

You  are  authorized  b}^  law  to  retain  men  whose  terms  of  enlistment 
are  out  whenever  their  services  may  be  required,  and  you  will  issue 
no  discharges  except  by  order  of  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gidf  Squadron  pro  tem. ,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Report  of  Fleet  Engineer  Shock,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  pressing 
need  of  certain  supplies  for  his  department. 

Flagship  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  December  11,  1863. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  on  the  10th  of  July  and  the  2d  of 
September  requisitions  were  made  out,  approved,  and  sent  to  the  Navy 
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Department  for  boiler-plate  iron,  bar  iron,  boiler  rivets,  boiler-maker 
and  blacksmith  tools,  etc.,  for  the  use  of  the  squadron  at  Ship  Island, 
Pensacola,  and  at  this  point. 

Letters  bearing  date  July  20  and  September  14,  respectively,  have 
been  received,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  above  requisitions, 
advising  that  orders  had  been  issued  to  furnish  the  articles  from  the 
Brooklyn  navy  yard. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Bureau  acted  promptly,  but  the  articles  have 
not  been  received,  nor  has  anything  further  been  heard  of  them. 

I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  pressing 
necessity  for  many  of  the  articles,  particularly  the  three-eighths-inch 
boiler  plate,  not  only  for  immediate  use,  but  to  avoid  the  necessity 
of  going  into  the  market  to  purchase  at  high  prices  ruling  at  this 
place. 

I  am,  veiy  respectfully, 

Wm.  H.  Shock, 

Fleet  Engineer ,  T Vest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  off  New  Orleans. 

[Endorsement.] 

I  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  contents 
of  this  letter.  There  is  a  pressing  necessity  in  this  squadron  for  many 
of  the  articles  named  therein. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Instructions  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Gibson , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  measures  for  securing  prize  money  in  the 
cases  of  captured  vessels  Independence ,  Bloomer ,  and  Charlotte. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  December  11 ,  1863. 
Snu  The  schooner  Independence ,  captured  by  the  boats  of  the  Poto¬ 
mac,  lies  here  consumed  by  rot  and  shipkeeper,  for  the  want  of  infor¬ 
mation  for  libeling  her  before  the  prize  court.  It  is  necessary  for  you 
to  comply  with  the  law  in  the  case,  viz,  transmit  to  the  judge  of  "the 
U.  S.  district  court  all  the  information  }rou  have  for  insuring  her  con¬ 
demnation;  the  time,  place,  and  circumstances  under  which  she  was 
captured;  all  the  papers  found  on  board;  also  one  or  two  reliable  wit¬ 
nesses  to  testify  to  the  facts. 

A  man  was  to  see  me  a  few  days  ago  about  the  steamer  Bloomer, 
captured  on  the  Choctawhatchee.  "  He  is  a  pilot  on  the  Upper  Missis¬ 
sippi,  and  alleges  that  he  has  always  been  loyal  and  wants  to  get  the 
Bloomer  back.  It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  proceed  in  the  case  of 
the  Bloomer  and  the  Charlotte  and  all  of  your  other  prizes  as  is  pointed 
out  for  the  schooner  Independence,  and  to  send  the  vessels  to  this  port 
to  be  libeled.  If  they  are  not  seaworthy,  then  have  them  appraised 
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by  disinterested  parties  on  oath,  making  triplicate  reports,  and  the 
papers  for  every  vessel  made  up  in  a  separate  form  and  sent  to  the . 
judge,  as  for  the  Independence ,  otherwise  your  officers  and  men  have 
made  prizes  in  vain.  One  certificate  of  appraisement  send  to  the  judge, 
the  other  to  the  Navy  Department. 

To  get  the  money  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  them  to  pass  con¬ 
demnation  by  prize  court,  whether  the  Government  has  taken  them 
into  service  or  not. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Commander  A.  Gibson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac ,  Pensacola  Bay. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Eaton ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  supply  steamer  Circassian ,  on  return  cruise  from  the  West 

Gidf  Squadron. 

U.  S.  S.  Circassian, 

Hampton  Roads ,  Va. ,  December  12,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Circassian  at  this 
place,  on  her  way  to  Boston  from  another  voyage  to  the  West  Gulf 
Squadron. 

The  Circassian  left  Boston  on  the  24th  October,  having  on  board  a 
quantity  of  ordnance  stores  for  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  also 
passengers,  mails,  and  the  usual  quantity  of  fresh  provisions  for  the 
Gulf  squadrons. 

Arrived  at  Port  Royal  on  the  31st  October,  at  Key  West,  Novem¬ 
ber  5,  thence  proceeded  to  Pensacola  and  all  the  stations  of  the  West 
Gulf  Squadron.  At  New  Orleans  orders  were  received  to  proceed  to 
the  Rio  Grande  after  supplying  the  vessels  off  Sabine  and  Galveston. 
Arrived  off  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  19th  November,  and  not  finding 
there  the  Monongahela  and  Granite  City,  as  expected,  remained  sixty 
hours,  at  the  end  of  which  time  intelligence  was  received  by  the  tug 
Leviathan  that  the  missing  vessels  had  gone  to  Aransas  Pass  to 
cooperate  with  a  portion  of  General  Banks’  army. 

Immediately  proceeded  to  Aransas,  and  after  supplying  the  vessels 
there,  shaped  our  course  homeward,  communicating  again  with  vessels 
at  all  the  before-mentioned  places  and  at  Charleston  (remaining  there 
twenty-three  hours),  receiving  from  them  invalids,  mails,  etc. 

The  rate  of  speed  maintained  by  the  Circassian  during  this  voyage 
does  not  compare  favorably  with  that  of  last.  Besides  the  accident  to 
the  machinery  off  Nantucket  Shoals  (previously  reported),  it  has  been 
necessary  to  make  slight  repairs  on  the  engines  at  nearly  every 
stopping  place. 

With  a  heavy  cargo,  such  as  taken  from  Boston  this  voyage,  and  in 
a  rough  sea,  this  vessel  strains  and  leaks  at  the  rate  of  12  inches  per 
hour  without  cargo,  and  in  ordinary  weather  she  leaks  at  an  average 
of  10  inches  per  hour. 

At  Port  Royal,  on  the  homeward  voyage,  162  bags  of  salt,  cargo  of 
the  prize  schooner  Ocean  Bird,  were  received  on  board  the  Circassian 
for  transportation  to  Boston. 
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I  am  happy  to  state  that,  to  all  appearances,  the  yellow  fever  has 
entirely  disappeared  from  Pensacola  and  vicinity. 

1  forward  herewith  the  usual  abstracts  required  by  the  Department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm,  B.  Eaton, 

Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Destruction  of  extensive  salt  works  in  St.  Andrew's  Bay ,  Florida. 

December  Ik  and  18,  1863 A 

Report  of  Commander  Gibson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  storeship  Potomac,  trans¬ 
mitting  report  of  Acting  Ensign  Crissey,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Bloomer. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Pensacola ,  December  23,  1863. 

Sir:  Having  learned  that  there  were  very  extensive  salt  works 
about  West  Bay  of  St.  Andrew’s,  I  thought  I  should  be  rendering 
good  service  by  destroying  them.  I  therefore,  on  the  9th  instant, 
dispatched  the  steamer  Bloomer  with  the  sloop  Caroline,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Acting  Ensign  Crissey,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  that 
object,  which  he  has  effectually  done,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of 
his  operations  which  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you.  Ensign 
Crissey  was  aided  in  the  woi'k  by  Acting  Master  W.  R.  Browne,  of  the 
U.  S.  bark  Bestless,  which  vessel  is  stationed  in  St.  Andrew’s  Ba}L 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Gibson, 
Commander. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Sguadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Crissey,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bloomer. 

U.  S.  S.  Bloomer, 

East  Pass,  December  20,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  December 
9, 1  started  for  West  Bay  of  St.  Andrew’s  in  the  steamer  Bloomer,  and 
accompanying  me  the  sloop  Caroline.  On  the  morning  of  the  10th 
came  to  anchor  in  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  reported  to  Captain  Browne,  of 
the  U.  S.  bark  Restless,  blockading  the  bay.  An  expedition  was 
immediately  formed  to  destroy  the  numerous  works  upon  the  bay. 
Captain  Browne  sent  on  board,  to  assist  in  destroying  the  works,  3 
officers  and  48  men.  At  6  p.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  to  Bear 
Creek,  at  the  head  of  North  Bay,  to  cut  out  a  schooner  loaded  with 
100  bales  of  cotton,  which  lay  4i  miles  up  the  creek.  We  found  the 
water  on  the  bar  very  low,  and  ran  aground  three  times  in  trying  to 
get  over  the  bar,  there  not  being  water  enough. 

At  5  p.  m.  1  proceeded  to  the  salt  works  on  West  Bay,  destroying 
the  salt  works  lined  on  each  side  of  the  bay  for  7  miles,  belonging  to 
private  individuals,  numbering  at  least  198  different  works,  each 
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averaging’  two  boilers  and  ten  kettles  each,  which,  with  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  salt,  were  destroyed.  Five  hundred  and  seven  kettles  were 
dug  up  and  rendered  useless,  and  200  buildings  of  various  sizes,  used 
as  storehouses,  etc.,  were  destined,  together  with  27  wagons  and 
carts.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  we  came  to  a  large  Confederate 
Government  works,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Clendening,  which 
turned  out  daily  400  bushels  of  salt.  This  was  one  of  the  best  located 
iii  West  Bay,  being  situated  in  a  marsh,  the  water  of  which  yielded 
75  gallons  of  salt  to  100  gallons  of  water;  it  was,  in  fact,  a  complete 
salt  village,  covering  a  space  of  three-fourths  of  a  square  mile,  em¬ 
ploying  many  hands  and  16  ox  and  mule  teams  constantly  to  haul  salt 
to  Eufola  Sound  [Eufaula,  Ala.  ?],  and  from  thence  conveyed  to  Mont¬ 
gomery,  at  which  place  it  is  selling  at  a  fabulous  price  of  $10  and  $15 
per  bushel.  At  this  place  were  27  buildings,  22  large  steam  boilers, 
and  200  kettles,  averaging  200  gallons  each,  which  cost  the  Govern¬ 
ment  $5  per  gallon,  all  of  which  were  totally  destroyed,  together  with 
storehouses  containing  salt,  etc.  This  work,  together  with  the  other 
works,  could  not  have  cost  less  than  three  million  dollars. 

Thirty-one  contrabands,  two  of  whom  were  females,  belonging  to 
these  works,  gave  themselves  up  and  assisted  in  destining  the  works. 
This  bay  was  considered  a  safe  place  to  pursue  the  making  of  salt,  and 
for  7  miles  on  each  side  of  the  bay  was  one  continued  string  of  salt¬ 
works.  On  the  15th  proceeded  to  the  bark  Bestless  for  wood  and 
water. 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  Captain  Browne,  2  officers,  and  10  men 
came  on  board.  We  proceeded  to  East  Bay  for  the  purpose  of  destroy¬ 
ing  the  works  there.  We  burned  and  destroyed  all  the  salt  works  in 
East  Bay  that  were  left.  A  large  number  were  burned  and  destroj^ed 
by  the  enemy  to  keep  them  from  falling  into  our  hands.  There  are 
two  companies  of  infantry  stationed  on  the  bay  to  guard  the  saltworks. 

In  all  our  work  in  destroying  the  salt  works  the  men  on  shore  were 
under  cover  of  the  steamer’s  guns  and  occasionally  shelling  the  woods. 
On  the  19th,  noon,  we  started  for  ship,  arriving  there  1  p.  m.  9  p.  m. 
started  for  the  east  end  of  Santa  Bosa  Island,  experienced  heavy 
weather,  at  10  p.  m.  blowing  a  heavy  gale  from  N.  N.  W.  with  a 
heavy  sea,  steamer  rolling  and  steering  bad;  11  p.  m.  drifting  offshore, 
parted  wheel  ropes,  came  to  anchor,  repaired  wheel  ropes,  slipped 
cable,  and  stood  inshore  with  a  heavy  head  of  steam;  saw  sloop  about 
one-fourth  mile  to  the  leeward.  12,  midnight,  close  inshore,  the 
weather  moderate.  6  a.  m.,  steaming  alongshore  with  a  light  north¬ 
erly  wind,  the  sloop  Caroline  not  in  sight;  arrived  at  East  Pass  on  the 
21st,  1:30  p.  m.,  sloop  Caroline  not  in  sight. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwin  Crissey, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding . 

Commander  Alex.  Gibson, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Frigate  Potomac. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  to  the  Department  the  report  of  Acting 
Ensign  Crissey,  B.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TT.  S.  S.  Bloomer. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  January  186  J 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  Edwin 
Crissey,  acting-  ensign,  in  command  of  the  steam  tender  Bloomer  to  the 

N  W  R — VOL  20 - 46 


722 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


frigate  Potomac ,  upon  the  destruction  of  vast  salt  works  in  Choctaw 
hatchee  Bay,  with  the  cooperation  of  Acting  Master  W .  It.  Browne, 
commanding  U.  S.  bark  Restless ,  belonging  to  the  squadron  of  Acting 
Rear-Admiral  Bailey.  The  duty  appears  to  have  been  performed  in 
a  manner  creditable  to  the  officers  concerned. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Plockdg .  Squadron  'pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gibson,  U.  S.  Navy,  stating  that 
Acting  Ensign  Crissey’s  report  bas  been  forwarded  to  tbe  Department. 


U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  January  $3,  186 If . 


Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant  in  reference  to 
the  destruction  of  the  salt  works  at  St.  Andrew’s  Bay.  I  think  that 
your  feeling  in  the  matter  is  very  proper,  and  it  is  but  natural  that 
you  should  feel  that  the  credit  should  be  given  to  those  to  whom  it  is 
due. 

The  report  of  the  services  of  Acting  Ensign  Crissey  has  been  for¬ 


warded  to  the  Department. 
Respectfully, 


H.  H.  Bell, 


Commodore. 


Commander  A.  Gibson, 

U.  S.  Ship  Potomac. 


Letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
tbe  claims  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  destruction  of  the 
works. 

Nayy  Department,  April  16,  186 f 
Sir:  Acting  Ensign  Edwin  Crissey’s  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo  is 
returned  herewith,  and  your  attention  is  called  to  the  following  quota¬ 
tions  from  a  report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailev,  dated  December 
28,  1863: 

I  have  the  gratification  of  reporting  a  very  important  service  performed  by  the 
blockading  force  at  St.  Andrew’s  Sound,  under  the  command  of  Acting  Master 
William  R.  Browne,  in  destroying  a  very  extensive  and  valuable  quantity  of  salt 
works,  both  at  Lake  Ocala  and  in  St.  Andrew’s  Bay.  *  *  * 

■  On  the  10th  December  Acting  Ensign  Edwin  Crissey  arrived  at  St.  Andrew’s  Sound 
from  the  East  Pass  of  Santa  Rosa  Sound,  with  the  stern-wheel  steamer  Bloomer  and 
tender,  the  sloop  Caroline,  having  heard  of  the  expedition  to  Lake  Ocala,  and  placed 
his  command  at  the  disposition  of  Acting  Master  Browne. 

This  statement  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey  appears  to  differ 
materially  from  the  statement  of  Acting  Ensign  Crissey. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  S.  Navy,  claiming  credit  for  Acting  Ensign  Crissey, 

U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Hartford, 

Off  Pensacola ,  May  11 ,  1861+. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  Department’s  dispatch 
dated  April  16,  returning  Acting  Ensign  Edwin  Crissey’s  application 
for  promotion  and  calling  attention  to  a  difference  in  statement  between 
Rear-Admiral  Bailey  and  Acting  Ensign  Crissey. 

1  now  forward  herewith,  marked  “  No.  1,”  a  communication  from 
Commander  Gibson  in  reference  to  this  matter,  in  which  that  officer  dis¬ 
tinctly  states  that  the  expedition  originated  with  him,  and  that  he  sent 
Acting  Ensign  Crissey  with  the  Bloomer  to  carry  it  out,  closing  his 
letter  with  the  remark  that  if  the  Bloomer  had  not  been  sent  the  salt 
works  would  in  all  probability  have  been  in  existence  still,  for  the 
bark  Bestless  had  been  lying  there  for  nearly  a  year  previously. 

I  forward  also,  marked  “  No.  2,”  a  communication  from  Acting 
Ensign  Crissey  on  the  same  subject,  together  with  a  copy  of  his  report 
to  Commander  Gibson  on  his  return  from  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  marked 
“No.  3.” 

I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  the  accuracy  or  truth  of  Acting  Ensign 
Crissey’s  statements,  which  have  undoubtedly  been  made  in  good  faith, 
and,  as  he  is  a  deserving  officer,  I  return  his  application  for  promotion 
with  my  approval. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Earragut, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg. Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant- Commander  Broum , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Itasca. 

Navy  Department,  December  11+,  1863. 
Sir:  Proceed  down  the  river  to-morrow  and  make  the  best  of  your 
way  to  join  the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  Do  not  run  into 
the  Potomac  River  at  night. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  Brown,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Itasca,  Washington,  I).  C.  . 


Report  of  Commander  Rolando,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  N. 

Seminole,  regarding  coal. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 

Sabine  Pass,  December  11/  ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  two  requisitions  and  request  that  the  one  sent  per 
Arkansas ,  concerning  fuel  (coal  and  wood)  for  this  ship,  will  be  sup¬ 
plied,  as  the  fuel  now  on  board  will  soon  be  expended.  The  requisi¬ 
tion  was  sent  as  early  as  October. 
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The  coal  bark  Hanson  Gregory ,  carrying  this  to  New  Orleans,  is 
this  clay  dispatched,  having  been  emptied  of  all  the  coal  to  be  delivered 
here  per  contract. 

There  is  no  coal  at  this  station,  and  I  would  request  a  fresh  supply 
be  sent  as  soon  as  convenient. 

It  is  my  intention  to  keep  one  of  the  vessels  stationed  at  Sabine  Pass 
on  the  blockade  to  the  eastward,  as  far  east  as  Vermilion  Bay  and  west 
as  far  as  Calcasieu.  The  consumption  of  coal  will  consequent]}7  be 
increased,  and  I  think  you  can  estimate  that  it  will  be  nearly  400  tons 
per  month. 

The  Aroostook  is  at  present  on  the  blockade  off  Calcasieu  and  Mer- 
mentau. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern , 

New  Orleans,  La,. 


Letter  from,  Bear- Admiral  Farragut ,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  requesting  the  assignment  to  his  command  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Galena. 

Astor  House, 

New  York ,  December  15,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  to  request  that  if  the  steamer  Galena  has  not 
already  been  assigned  to  some  other  station,  I  think  she  would  be  a 
powerful  addition  to  the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  inasmuch 
as  she  is  of  light  draft  and  has  a  powerful  battery.  I  hope  the  Depart¬ 
ment  will  also  remember  that  Commander  Febiger  and  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Jouett  belonged  to  my  squadron  originally,  and  I  trust 
they  will  be  sent  back. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 

Bear-Adm  iral. 

G.  V.  Fox,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
DuBois,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Albatross. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  December  15,  1863. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Albatross  is  coaled,  you  will  proceed  in  her 
without  delay  to  Mobile  Bar  and  report  to  Commodore  Thatcher, 
U.  S.  S.  Colorado,  for  blockade  duty  there. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Theodore  B.  DuBois, 

Commanding  II.  S.  S.  Albatross,  New  Orleans. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Tidbits ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Arizona ,  to  'proceed  to  duty  in  Berwick 

Bay  in  cooperation  with  the  army. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  December  15,  1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Arizona  has  taken  in  coal  proceed  to  the  U.  S.  S. 
Seminole,  Commander  Rolando,  oil'  Sabine  Bar,  and  having’  allowed 
Mr.  James  M  ebster,  the  U.  S.  consul’s  clerk  at  Matamoras,  to  com¬ 
municate  with  Commander  Rolando,  you  will  return  without  delay  and 
ascend  Berwick  Bay  as  far  as  Brashear  City  to  watch  and  defend  the 
passes  there  against  the  rebels. 

1  ou  will  inform  me  b}r  telegraph  of  your  arrival  at  Berwick  Bay  as 
soon  as  you  reach  there,  and  whether  any  coal  was  left  there  by  the 
Clifton  and  Sachem ;  also  keep  me  duly  informed  of  all  events  trans¬ 
piring  in  that  vicinity. 

You  will  also  address  a  letter  to  Major-General  W.  B.  Franklin, 
commanding  the  army  corps  at  New  Iberia,  [La.],  to  let  him  know 
you  are  there  to  cooperate  with  him  when  it  may  be  required. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Acting  Master  Howard  Tibbits, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Arizona,  New  Orleans. 


Deport  of  Captain  Gillis ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Ossipee , 
regarding  a  cruise  of  inspection  by  that  vessel  to  the  Rio  Grande  and 
retu/rn. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  December  15,  1863. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  the  Monongahela  being  off  Galveston 
Bar,  engaged  in  coaling  ship,  I  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  to 
make  a  cruise  along  the  coast  to  southward.  Visited  Generals  Wash¬ 
burn  and  Ransom  at  Pass  Cavallo,  and  offered  to  cooperate  in  any 
movements  they  might  desire  to  make.  They  replied  none  would  be 
made  at  present,  as  they  were  awaiting  reinforcements  and  orders 
from  New  Orleans. 

On  the  11th  instant  we  reached  the  anchorage  off  the  Rio  Grande, 
passing  through  the  fleet  of  vessels  there,  some  fifty  in  number.  We 
anchored  a  little  to  the  northward  of  the  line  dividing  the  Mexican 
from  Texan  waters,  and  found  several  vessels  in  our  waters  about 
half  a  point;  had  them  boarded,  cargo  examined,  and  found  papers  all 
correct;  one  of  these,  the  American  steamer  Moonlight,  from  New 
York.  She  had- receipt  for  papers  from  our  consul  (Mr.  Pierce) 
at  Matamoras;  also  a  cargo  list  for  245  bales  of  cotton  signed  by 
same  authority,  only  a  few  bales  of  which  had  been  received  on  board. 
Another,  the  Spanish  brigantine  Clotildita,  was  loaded  Avith  193  bales 
of  cotton,  all  marked  according  to  cargo  list,  signed  by  Spanish  vice- 
consul;  her  clearance  from  Matamoras.  This  vessel  was  seized;  cap¬ 
tain,  with  her  papers  and  crew,  sent  on  Doard  this  ship,  his  manifest, 
clearance,  certificate,  etc. ,  all  appearing  correct  and  in  due  form  (the 
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vessel  could  not  have  been  seized  in  the  high  seas);  had  been  forty 
days  off  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  stated  he  was  towed  when  in  dis¬ 
tress  in  Mexican  waters  some  eig'ht  days  previous  by  one  of  our  men- 
of-war  to  where  he  then  lay.  Being  so  near  the  line,  about  six  degrees 
north  of  it,  I  concluded  to  release  him;  he  sailed  for  Havana. 

All  precautions  were  taken  in  regard  to  the  position  of  the  vessels; 
bearing  from  middle  of  channel  of  bar  and  from  the  ship.  At  time  of 
taking  bearings  an  azimuth  was  taken;  this  would  include  variations 
and  deviation,  if  any. 

Well,  sir,  admitting  the  vessels  were  in  American  waters  and  with¬ 
out  suspicion  attached  as  to  their  legal  trade  with  Matamoras,  the 
question  arises:  Are  we  authorized  to  seize  them  as  legitimate  prizes  on 
account  only  of  their  being  in  waters  declared  by  proclamation  under 
blockade?  The  books,  I  think,  are  silent  on  this,  and  further,  our 
army  has  possession  of  the  territory  from  the  Mexican  line  extending 
northward  and  along  coast  for  some  distance,  and  our  Government,  it 
is  .thought,  does  not.  desire  to  give  unnecessary  cause  of  complaint  or 
irritation  to  neutral  powers  at  this  time. 

Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  contains  an  admonition  to  officers 
seizing  vessels  under  similar  circumstances,  with  doubts  of  the  con¬ 
demnation  of  several  cases  now  pending  before  the  court  of  admiralty 
at  New  Orleans;  therefore,  I  desire  to  know  definitely  whether  the 
fact  alone  of  vessels  being  at  anchor  in  our  waters,  say  from  one 
degree  upwards  off  the  Rio  Grande,  can  be  legally  seized  and  con¬ 
demned  on  proof  of  same.  All  such  are  boarded  and  examined. 

My  first  inclination  was  to  seize  the  New  York  steamer  and  send  her 
to  tow  and  convoy  the  whole  party  to  New  Orleans. 

We  left  Rio  Grande  on  the  12th.  The  presence  of  one  of  our  ves¬ 
sels  of  war  is  required  there  at  all  times,  and  I  will  send  one  down  as 
soon  as  possible. 

We  returned  along  coast,  anchoring  at  Pass  Cavallo  and  off  the 
mouth  of  Brazos  River.  I  send  the  Monongahda  to  Pass  Cavallo;  the 
Anton  a  and  Granite  City  are  there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

( 'apt.  and  Senior  Officer, 

%d  Div.  lb.  Gulf  Blhdg.  Squadron ,  Coast  of  Texas. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell ,  IT.  S.  Navy , 
for  the  purchase  of  the  prize  steamer  Alabama. 

Navy  Department,  December  16,  1863. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  (No.  172)  has  been  received. 

You  are  authorized  to  take  the  prize  steamer  Alabama  for  the  use 
of  the  Navy  at  the  appraised  value  of  180,000. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  II.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  {pro  tern)  West.  Gulf  BlMg.  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  repairs  to  the 

U.  S.  S.  Penguin. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  Nemo  Orleans ,  December  16 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  letter  of  November  14,  asking  for  particulars  in  regard  to  the 
repairs  necessary  to  be  done  to  the  Penguin  after  her  arrival  in  this 
port.  She  arrived  here  November  2,  and  her  work  has  been  steadily 
in  hand  ever  since.  She  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  sea  in  the  course 
of  three  or  four  days. 

dhe  officers  who  made  the  survey  on  her  machinery  being  on  block¬ 
ade,  1  referred  your  letter  to  the  fleet  engineer,  and  respectfully  enclose 
his  statement*  of  the  work  which  was  done  upon  the  Penguin  at  Bal¬ 
timore  and  subsequent  to  her  leaving  there,  October  4,  for  blockade 
service  on  this  station. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  IT.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  West.  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  term. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Lettei'  from  the  acting  V.  S.  consul-general  at  Havana ,  regarding  the 
movement  of  blockade  runners  to  and  from  that  'port. 

Consulate-General  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Havana ,  December  16,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  letter 
of  the  9th  instant.  The  bill  for  the  amount  of  my  advances  to  Acting 
Ensign  Miller  and  prize  crew  of  the  Atlantic,  which  you  say  has  been 
drawn  on  the  Treasury  Department  and  forwarded  to  me  by  the  pay¬ 
master  of  the  Princess  Royal,  did  not  come  to  hand  by  the  U.  S.  mail 
steamer  Aborning  Star,  which  brought  your  letter. 

Several  blockade  runners  (steamers)  have  sailed  within  the  last  few 
days,  and  others  are  getting  ready.  Some  of  them  carry  gunpowder 
and  others  munitions  of  war.  It  is  probable  that  their  destination  is 
Florida — Bayport  or  Suwanee.  River — yet,  it  is  possible  that  they  may 
try  to  enter  Mobile. 

A  schooner  under  rebel  colors,  called  Roebuck,  41  tons,  with  cotton, 
arrived  from  Mobile  yesteiday.  She  left  that  port,  I  believe,  on  the 
8th.  She  is  the  only  vessel  that  has  reached  this  port  from  Mobile  for  a 
very  long  time.  Parties  have  been  expecting  the  Spanish  steamer 
Isabel  from  there  on  last  Sunday  or  Monday7.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
she  has  been  captured. 

The  Spanish  brig  Carmencita  arrived  yesterday  from  Sisal,  [Yucatan], 
and  brought  the  master,  J.  Nicholas,  and  a  passenger  named  W.  Green- 
ough,  of  the  schooner  Jos.  L.  Gerety ,  of  New  York.  This  vessel 
sailed  from  Matamoras  with  122  bales  of  cotton  and  7  passengers, 
bound  to  New  York.  On  the  following  night  (17th  ultimo)  six  of  the 
passengers,  who  declared  themselves  Confederates  and  to  have  author¬ 
ity  from  the  so-called  Confederate  Government,  forcibly  took  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  vessel  and  cargo.  Several  days  after  the  master  and  crew 
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and  Mr.  G  reenough  were  landed,  or  rather  placed  in  a  boat  off  Cape 
Catoche.  The  captain  and  Mr.  Greenough  declare  that  their  own 
property  and  the  ship’s  papers  were  delivered  to  them,  but  not  the 
instruments  and  charts.  These  two  persons  went  on  to  New  1  ork  in 
the  Morning  Star;  the  rest  of  the  crew  were  forwarded  to  the  same 
port  direct  from  Sisal. 

The  famous  steamer  Alice ,  which  ran  the  blockade  at  Mobile  suc¬ 
cessfully  so  many  times,  is  now  on  the  dry  dock  here  fitting  out  for 
another  adventure. 

I  am,  with  considerations  of  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Savage, 

Acting  Consul-  General. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  ( pro  tern)  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

17th. — The  steamer  Austin  is  nearly  read}’  to  sail.  She  carries 
munitions  of  war  and  a  very  valuable  cargo.  She  is  of  iron,  and  not 
very  fast.  A  small  schooner  came  in  this  morning  from  Mobile  with 
cotton,  only  of  15  tons.  An  English  steamer  (screw)  arrived  to-day 
with  ballast  from  Glasgow,  called  the  Wave  Queen.  She  looks  like  a 
vessel  fit  for  a  privateer,  and  to  carry  from  four  to  six  guns. 

Respectfully, 

Thos.  Savage. 


Report  of  Commander  Townsend ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  ref  erring  to  the  presence 
of  Confederate  forces  near  Morganza ,  La. 

U.  S.  S.  Essex, 

Off  Donaldsonville ,  La. ,  December  %1,  1863. 

Commodore:  This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  J.  E.  Richardson,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  General  Price ,  a  gun¬ 
boat  recently  sent  down  and  attached  to  my  division.  I  send  Captain 
Richardson  to  make  a  patrol  of  the  district,  to  obtain  the  wheels  that 
have  been  cast  for  the  sawmill,  and  obtain  for  me  some  candles  on 
requisition,  which  you  will  very  much  oblige  me  by  approving. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  I  can  send  you  all  the  lum¬ 
ber  we  will  saw  at  the  mill,  except  some  few  thousand  feet  required 
for  the  Essex.  I  presume  we  can  supply  you  with  from  50,000  to 
55,000  feet.  Colonel  Fiske,  who  obtained  for  me  the  use  of  the  mill, 
learned  that  there  was  a  nice  lot  of  sawed  lumber  stowed  away  a  few 
miles  back  of  Bayou  Goula.  He  sent  some  of  his  command,  who 
brought  it  to  the  river’s  bank,  and  I  sent  a  gunboat  towing  a  barge, 
which  brought  it  down  to  Fort  Butler.  The  colonel  now  has  a  suffi¬ 
cient  supply  for  the  erection  of  his  barracks — the  high  water  will 
drown  out  his  present  temporary  structures — and  the  20,000  feet  I  had 
promised  to  reserve  for  him  can  now  be  sent  down  for  your  use. 

The  last  reports  I  hear  from  above  are  that  from  8,000  to  10,000 
rebels  are  still  on  the  western  side  of  the  river,  near  Morganza,  but  a 
few  miles  farther  back  than  they  have  recently  been.  There  is  reason 
to  believe  that  Admiral  Porter  will  be  down  here  within  a  short  time. 
When  he  comes  he  will  undoubtedly  visit  you  in  New  Orleans.  Cap- 
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tain  Richardson  will  be  able  to  give  }tou  such  news  as  is  circulating, 
both  here  and  on  the  upper  river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commodore  Thatcher ,  II.  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  the  position  of  the  TJ.  S.  steamers  Penguin  and 

Albatross  on  the  Mobile  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Of  New  Orleans,  December  22,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  please  place  the  Penguin  and  Albatross  to  cruise  off 
the  coast  in  latitude  29°  30'  N.  and  between  87°  88'  W.  longitude  for 
intercepting  vessels  escaping  from  or  approaching  the  blockade.  They 
are  both  very  fast.  If  you  can  not  keep  both  on  that  service,  you 
will  please  spare  one  at  least  for  that  important  duty  and  so  arrange 
them  that  both  shall  not  be  coaling  at  the  same  time. 

The  Port  Royal  was  run  into  just  when  completed,  and  her  stern 
piece  so  badly  split  as  to  require  docking.  She  will  be  out  in  ten  days. 

In  order  that  you  may  not  be  delayed  from  sailing  North,  please 
forward  to  me  without  delay  a  statement  of  the  number  and  ratings  of 
the  remainder  of  your  crew  not  yet  transferred,  and  I  will  then  send 
from  here  the  transfers  who  are  to  go  North,  receiving  in  return  your 
men  of  extended  service. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

II.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  C’omdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg .  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Commodore  Henry  Ia.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Blockading  Forces  off  Mobile  Bar. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Sumner,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  to  proceed  on  expedition  to  Mermentau  Lake  for  the  capture  of 
two  British  schooners. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  December  °M,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  the  western  entrance  of  Lake  Mermentau 
with  two  launches  and  40  men  from  this  ship  attended  by  Gunner 
David  A.  Roe,  to  attempt  the  capture  of  two  British  schooners  which 
are  reported  as  lying  at  Grand  Chenier,  about  8  miles  from  the  sea. 

You  will  be  attended  by  the  Eugenie,  Acting  Ensign  N.  M.  Dyer, 
■who  will  take  the  boats  in  tow  and  provision  your  people.  In  tow¬ 
ing  you  will  always  keep  five  men  in  each  boat,  with  some  water  and 
bread.  Have  everything  else  than  oars,  masts,  and  sails  passed  on 
board  the  Eugenie. 

Antoine  Antonio  will  accompany  you  as  pilot.  He  is  a  resident  of 
the  country  and  a  loyal  citizen.  If  the  Eugenie  can  not  cross  the  bar, 
she  will  wait  }mur  return,  and  you  will  proceed  up  the  bayou  with  the 
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launches,  under  the  direction  of  the  pilot,  as  far  as  Grand  Chenier, 
where  the  vessels  are  believed  to  be. 

Having  accomplished  the  objects  of  the  expedition,  you  will  return 
with  your  command  to  this  port. 

There  are  about  300  residents  at  Grand  Chenier  who  are  Union 
people;  you  will  therefore  permit  no  plundering  nor  ill  usage  of  the 
inhabitants  as  long  as  they  offer  no  resistance. 

Some  few  guerrillas  and  coast  militia  are  said  to  ply  those  waters  in 
skiffs;  be  on  the  lookout  for  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern  . 

Lieutenant  G.  W.  Sumner, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Dyer ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Eugenie ,  to  proceed  on  expedition  for 
the  capture  of  two  British  schooners  under  direction  of  Lieutenant 
Sumner ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  December  33,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Eugenie  to  Lake  Mermentau  (the  'west¬ 
ern  entrance  thereto)  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  two  schooners,  said 
to  be  British,  which  have  run  the  blockade.  They  are  believed  to  be 
lying  about  8  miles  from  the  sea,  at  Grand  Chenier,  where  there  is  a 
settlement  of  300  or  400  persons,  who  are  said  to  be  well-disposed 
Union  people.  You  will  therefore  permit  no  plundering  by  anyone 
under  your  command. 

Antoine  Antonio,  a  pilot  and  resident  of  that  coast,  will  accompany 
you  and  conduct  the  boats  into  the  bayou. 

Lieutenant  G.  W.  Sumner  will  accompany  you  with  two  launches 
and  a  detachment  of  men  from  this  ship.  You  will  take  the  launches 
in  tow,  and  in  case  of  bad  weather  seek  a  harbor. 

Lieutenant  Sumner  will  command  the  expedition. 

Should  you  get  short  of  coal,  you  can  be  supplied  at  Sabine  Pass. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


[H.  II.  Bell,] 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pom  tern. 


Acting  Ensign  N.  M.  Dyer, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Eugenie ,  New  Orleans. 


P.  S. — The  expedition  having  been  completed,  return  with  the  boats 
to  this  port. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  delayed 
departure  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Hartford  on  account  of  insufficient  com- 
pjlement. 

Navy  Yard,  Brooklyn,  December  33,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  to  advise  the  Department  that  the  Hartford  is  reported 
ready  for  sea,  with  the  exception  of  69  seamen  and  69  ordinary  seamen. 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


731 


It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  some  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen 
might  be  had  from  Boston  and  other  ports.  If  the  Niagara  is  not  able 
to  go  to  sea  for  some  time  to  come,  would  it  not  be  well  to  let  us  have 
some  of  her  seamen,  and  ordinary  seamen ;  otherwise  I  may  be  detained 
a  month  longer. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


[Endorsement.] 

Permission  sent  by  telegraph. 


[Telegram.] 

New  York  City,  December  23. 

Niagara  has  arrived.  They  say  she  can  not  go  to  sea.  Can  we  have 
the  men  we  require? 

.  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Admiral. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Instructions  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Gill  is ,  II.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  blockade  at  the  Rio  Grande. 

lr.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  December  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  report  of  your  cruise  down  the  coast  to 
the  Rio  Grande.  You  will  keep  one  or  more  vessels  stationed  off  the 
Rio  Grande  and  Brazos  Santiago,  which  are  only  7  miles  apart,  to  look 
after  contraband  runners  and  for  the  protection  of  army  transports 
visiting  those  waters.  The  senior  officer  should  lie  of  the  regular 
Navy,  discreet  and  prompt.  As  soon  as  we  are  possessed  of  the  forts 
at  the  entrance  of  Brazos  River,  you  will  please  fill  the  Monongahela 
with  coals  and  dispatch  Captain  Strong  to  the  Rio  Grande  to  maintain 
the  blockade  there  and  at  Brazos  Santiago.  All  the  coast  is  under 
blockade,  notwithstanding  the  occupation  by  the  army,  except  against 
army  transports.  In  answer  to  your  questions,  I  would  state  that  as 
we  have  not  kept  a  naval  force  steadily  off  the  Rio  Grande  to  enforce 
the  proclamation,  the  proper  course  for  the  commanding  officers  going 
there  will  be  to  warn  off  from  our  waters  all  legal  traders  trading  with 
Mexico,  and  to  seize  them  if  they  should  neglect  the  warning.  Although 
the  Government  does  not  desire  to  give  unnecessary  annoyance  to 
neutrals,  it  expects  the  officers  entrusted  with  the  blockade  to  do  every¬ 
thing  within  their  power  to  break  up  (>3r  all  lawful  means  the  contra¬ 
band  trade  which  is  known  to  be  carried  on  there;  and  where  a  reasona¬ 
ble  doubt  exists  as  to  the  lawful  character  of  a  vessel,  she  should  be 
seized  and  sent  before  the  court,  with  all  the  facts  and  witnesses  neces¬ 
sary  for  a  decision. 
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Having-  already  written  about  the  necessity  of  being  assured  as  to 
the  true  bearings  of  the  bar,  by  a  knowledge  of  the  “local  deviation” 
of  the  compass,  I  will  only  add,  vessels  going  into  the  river  can  scarcely 
avoid  running  over  upon  our  side  somewhat. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Com  dg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Blockading  Forces ,  Coast  of  Terns. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master  Seyburn , 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  Schooner  Kittatinny. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans ,  December  23,  1863. 

Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  proceed  with  the  Kittatinny 
under  your  command  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  report  your  arrival  to 
the  senior  naval  officer  present. 

Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Acting  Master  Isaac  D.  Seyburn, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  Kittatinny. 


Deport  of  Brigadier- General  Stone,  TJ.  S.  Army,  regarding  the 
assignment  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Arizona  to  service  in  Berwick  Bay. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  December  23,  1863. 

General:  I  suppose  the  gunboat  Arizona  has  reported,  in  compli¬ 
ance  with  a  request  of  the  commanding-general  to  the  commodore  that 
one  or  two  gunboats  of  light  draft  should  be  kept  constantly  in  Ber¬ 
wick  Bay.  When  the  water  rises,  she  can  enter  Grand  Lake  and  the 
Atchafalaya. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Charles  P.  Stone], 

Brigadier-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Major-General  William  B.  Franklin, 

Commanding  Troops  in  Western  Louisiana,  New  Iberia. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Greene,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  an 
expected  attack  by  the  Confederate  ram  feet. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Ship  Island,  December  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  informed  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Pennington,  of  the 
Jackson,  that  a  refugee  from  Biloxi,  who  came  out  to-day,  brings 
information  that  the  whole  ram  fleet  is  expected  to  come  out  on  Christ¬ 
mas  eve  to  attack  the  blockading  fleet.  The  person  who  brought  this 
information  is  well-known  to  Captain  Pennington  and  is  a  reliable  man. 
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I  have  taken  measures  to  inform  Commodore  Thatcher  by  the  Cal¬ 
houn  early  to-morrow  morning. 

Respectfully, 

C.  H.  Greene, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanfling  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

■vy  - 

Instructions  from  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Gillis , 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  Texas  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  December  £3,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  sent  the  Estrella ,  Lieutenant-Commander  Augustus  P. 
Cooke,  drawing  6  feet  water,  to  operate  with  the  army  on  the  inland 
waters,  I  understand  they  are  at  present  about  Matagorda  Bay.  When 
they  move  upon  Brazos,  let  her  go  into  that  river  with  them. 

The  Estrella’s  light  draft  will  enable  you  to  employ  the  Antona  in 
some  other  way,  and  perhaps  the  Granite  City  also. 

I  have  sent  orders  for  the  Eittatinny  to  come  here  and  report. 

The  Rio  Grande  and  Brazos  Santiago  are  never  to  be  left  without  the 
presence  of  one  or  two  vessels  of  war  to  look  after  contraband  traders 
to  the  river  and  for  the  protection  of  army  transports  visiting  those 
places  with  supplies  for  the  army.  You  will  please  have  them 
relieved  in  time  for  them  to  coal  off  Galveston. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  senior  officer  on  duty  there  shall  be  of  the 
Regular  Navy,  discreet  and  well  informed. 

T  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Comm  odore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Blockading  Forces  on  the  Coast  of  Texas. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Cooke ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Estrella ,  to  proceed  to 
duty  in  cooperation  with  the  army  in  Texas  waters. 

[J.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  December  &3,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Estrella  to  Galveston  Bar  and  report 
to  Captain  Gillis  for  duty  in  the  inland  waters  of  Texas  and  to  cooper¬ 
ate  with  the  army  in  its  progress  on  the  coast  thereof. 

Your  presence  will  be  first  required  in  Matagorda  Bay.  Upon 
arriving  there  you  will  call  upon  General  W  ashburn,  commanding, 
and  inform  him  of  the  objects  of  your  service.  You  will  diligently 
inform  yourself  of  the  situation  of  the  eneni}^  and  the  exact  nature  of 
his  defenses. 

You  will  receive  coals  as  you  want  them  off  Galveston  Bar. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke^ 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Estrella. 
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Report  of  lieutenant-  Commander  Greene ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 

report  of  capt  ure  of  two  boats. 


U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes,  December  2 h  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report*  of  the  capture  of  two 
boats  laden  with  78  sacks  of  corn,  2  bags  pease,  2  sacks  flour,  and  1 
sack  of  wheat;  Lieutenant-Commanding  Pennington,  will  explain. 
There  were  four  men,  who  have  been  sent  to  the  prc  st-marshal  for 
transmission  to  you. 

Captain  Pennington  has  the  boats  on  shore  at  Horn  Island,  and  in 
addition  a  number  of  skiffs. 

The  articles  captured  are  now  here.  What  disposition  shall  I 
make  of  them?  Enclosed  are  the  receipts  showing  where  they  were 
purchased. 

The  names  of  the  men  are  W.  Holey,  Alex.  Todd,  N.  Wiverdish, 
and  Frank  Mercer. 


Respectfully, 


C.  H.  Greene, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 


Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  /Squadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Deport  of  Acting  Master'  Zerega ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Antona,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Exchange. 

U.  S.  S.  Antona, 

Off  Galveston ,  December  25,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  24th  instant,  on  my  way 
from  Pass  Cavallo  to  this  place,  I  captured  the  British  schooner 
Exchange  for  attempting  to  violate  the  blockade.  At  the  time  of  cap¬ 
ture  we  were  in  8  fathoms  of  water,  Velasco  bearing  west,  true,  dis¬ 
tant  10  miles.  The  schooner  was  first  seen  at  8:30  p.  m. ,  bearing  E. 
by  N.,  distant  5  miles,  and  steering  about  W.  b}^  N.  At  9  o’clock  we 
bred  a  signal  gun  for  her  to  heave  to.  Instead  of  heaving  to  she 
hauled  close  on  the  wind,  bearing  about  N.,  the  wind  at  the  time  being 
from  E.  N.  E.  At  9:15  fired  a  shell  from  rifle  Parrott  over  her,  when 
she  tacked  ship  and  hove  to.  In  answer  to  my  hail  the  reply  was,  that 
it  was  the  British  schooner  Exchange ,  from  Nassau,  bound  for  New 
Orleans.  I  sent  a  boat  on  board  of  her  and  finding  her  papers  were 
from  VeraCruz  and  apparently  correct,  I  seized  her  on  account  of  the 
suspicious  nature  of  her  cargo  and  being  so  much  out  of  the  way  to 
New  Orleans.  Her  cargo  consists  of  coffee,  nails,  tin  plates,  cotton 
goods,  acids,  iron  wire,  gunny  cloth,  cotton  baling,  rope,  cases  of 
boots  and  shoes,  cases,  contents  unknown,  and  a  quantity  of  liquors. 
I  sent  an  officer  and  prize  crew  on  board  of  her  and  towed  her  up  to 
this  place.  To-day  I  have  taken  all  the  spirits  out  of  her,  as  I  did  not 
deem  it  safe  to  allow  it  to  go  in  the  schooner  to  New  Orleans.  By  the 
first  safe  opportunity  I  will  send  it  on  for  adjudication. 


*Not  found. 
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Enclosed  please  lind  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  steamer  at 
the  time  of  capture. 

No  other  vessel  in  sight. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  L.  B.  Zerega, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Antona. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary^  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
transmitting  information  regarding  Confederate  ironclad  building  at 
Mobile. 


Navy  Department,  December  <26 ,  1863. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  copy  of  a  letter  of 
the  11th  instant,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  by  Mr.  J.  J. 
Brown,  relative  to  the  building  of  a  rebel  ironclad  steamer  at  Mobile, 
Ala. 


Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  gyro  tern , 

New  Orleans ,  La. 

[Enclosure.! 


New  Albany,  Ind.  ,  December  11, 1863. 

My  Dear  Sir:  On  yesterday,  10th,  I  met  a  gentleman  eight  days 
from  Mobile.  He  gave  me  information  which  I  know  is  perfectly 
correct  in  relation  to  number  of  troops,  positions  of  guns,  and  construc¬ 
tion  and  completion  of  gunboats,  the  most  important  of  which  is  the 
near  approach  to  being  finished  of  a  very  formidable  vessel  under  the 
superintendence  of  Captain  [James]  Ed.  Montgomery,  who  commanded 
the  rebel  so-called  navy  at  Memphis. 

This  vessel  is  represented  as  260  feet  in  length,  breadth  of  beam, 
etc.,  in  proportion,  and  is  now  receiving  the  iron  plating,  which  is 
placed  upon  the  hull  three  plates  thick. 

This  vessel  is  said  to  contain  the  machinery  of  the  steamer  Vicksburg , 
which  was  taken  overland  from  Vicksburg  to  Mobile.  These  engines 
were  constructed  partially  under  my  superintendence  at  New  Albany, 
when  the  steamer  Vicksburg  was  constructed,  and  I  know  the  engine 
to  be  as  powerful  as  any  now  on  the  Mississippi  River. 

This  fellow,  Captain  [James]  Ed.  Montgomery,  was  formerly  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  this  city,  and  is  a  thoroughly  competent  man  for  what  he  is 
doing. 

Your  Department  may  be  in  possession  of  all  or  more  than  the  facts 
given  you  in  this  communication,  yet  I  felt  it  ni}T  dut}^  to  inform  you 
that,  in  case  you  were  not  fully  posted,  it  might  be  of  service  to  the 
Government. 

*  ****** 


Yours,  truly, 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


J.  J.  Brown. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of  Com¬ 
mander  Strong ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  affairs  off  Pass  Cavallo. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  December  26, 1863. 

Sir:  Reports  from  the  blockade  commanders  announce  all  quiet, 
Texas  being  the  scene  of  military  activity  at  this  time.  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  the  report  (No.  1)  of  Commander  J.  H.  Strong,  U.  S.  S. 
Monongahela ,  off  Pass  Cavallo,  December  21,  which  will  inform  the 
Department  of  the  state  of  affairs  there.  Also  (No.  2)  copy  of  official 
report*  of  Brigadier-General  Ransom  upon  the  capture  of  Aransas. 

In  paragraph  6  he  commends  Acting  Ensign  H.  W.  Grinnell,  in  com¬ 
mand  of  naval  howitzers,  for  good  conduct. 

T  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Comm  odore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Of  Pass  Cavallo ,  Tex. ,  December  21,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  1  returned  to  this  place 
on  the  17th  instant,  after  coaling  at  Galveston. 

Immediately  on  my  arrival  General  Washburn  informed  me  that  he 
had  learned  that  the  rebels  were  collecting  at  the  head  of  the  peninsula, 
probably  to  dispute  his  passage.  He  wished  to  make  a  reconnoissance, 
so  I  gave  him  the  Granite  City  for  that  purpose.  He  went  up  in  her 
himself  and  found  only  scattering  mounted  pickets;  a  few  shells  dis¬ 
persed  them.  The  Granite  City  returned  the  following  day.  I  have 
sent  the  Antona  down  to  Brazos  Santiago,  at  the  general’s  request,  to 
take  one  of  his  staff  down  for  a  couple  of  rifled  guns  that  he  requires. 
She  was  at  the  same  time  directed  to  look  out  for  blockade  runners, 
but  not  to  go  to  the  Rio  Grande.  The  Granite  City  is  now  inside  the 
bar,  and  to-day  has  gone  up  the  bay  inside  with  the  general  on  board 
to  reconnoiter. 

A  forward  movement  is  not  anticipated  now  for  two  or  three  weeks. 
There  are  about  six  thousand  troops  here  now. 

I  shall  probably  be  able  to  go  down  to  the  Rio  Grande  in  this  ship 
in  a  few  days.  I  am  expecting  one  of  the  gunboats  up  from  there  in 
a  da}^  or  two. 

I  was  not  able  to  fill  up  entirely  with  coal,  as  a  leak  was  discovered 
in  the  bottom  of  one  of  our  boilers  while  coaling.  The  leak  can  not 
be  got  at  to  ascertain  its  extent  till  the  coal  is  used  out  of  the  forward 
bunker. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  General  Ransom’s  report  of  the 
taking  of  Aransas. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Commander. 

Commod@re  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Pensacola ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


*  See  p.  681. 
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Letter  f row,  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General  Banks , 
U.  S.  Army ,  acknowledging  communication. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  December  86,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  to-day. 

I  have  had  information  of  the  schooners  referred  to  and  have  dis¬ 
patched  boats  to  seize  them,  if  they  have  not  already  made  their  escape. 
I  am  your  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Major-General  Nathaniel  P.  Banks, 

Commander  in  Chief,  Department  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Bear- Admiral  Farragut , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  information  from  Bear- Admiral  Dorter, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  Confederate  vessels  under  construction  near 
Mobile. 


Navy  Department,  December  86, 1863. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  copy  of  a  dispatch 
dated  the  16th  instant,  from  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  in  reference 
to  the  building  of  rebel  gunboats  in  the  vicinity  of  Mobile,  Ala. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  York. 


[Enclosure.] 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Cairo,  December  16,  1863. 

Sir:  From  a  refugee  by  the  name  of  I.  S.  Turner,  who  escaped  from 
Mobile,  Ala.,  I  learn  the  following  particulars  in  relation  to  the  rebel 
gunboats  now  building  in  that  vicinity.  Mr.  Turner  was  at  one  time 
engaged  at  work  on  some  of  these  vessels. 

The  Nashville ,  building  at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  is  an  ironclad— the 
iron  5  inches  in  thickness— 275  feet  long,  63  feet  beam;  carries  sixteen 
guns — six  broadside,  two  forward,  and  two  aft.  This  vessel  draws  11 
feet  of  water,  and  is  not  intended  to  go  to  sea. 

The  Tennessee,  building  at  Selma,  Ala.,  is  an  ironclad,  the  iron  1 
inches  in  thickness,  with  compressed  cotton  between  her  timbers;  197 
feet  long,  10  feet  beam.  She  carries  eight  guns— four  rifles,  and  four 
smoothbore  61-pounders. 

The  speed  of  the  Nashville  and  Tennessee  in  the  Alabama  River  was 
about  six  or  eight  miles  per  hour. 

Besides  the  above,  there  are  four  steam  batteries  building,  carrying 
four  guns  each,  plated  with  railroad  iron;  also  four  floating  batteries, 
carrying  two  guns  each,  plated  with  railroad  iron,  and  made  for  the 
purpose  of  anchoring  in  the  harbor. 
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A  ram  is  building,  clad  with  sheet  iron,  carries  six  guns  (24s  and  32s); 
speed  about  four  miles,  said  to  be  an  inferior  boat. 

The  Gaines ,  Morgan ,  and  Florida  are  not  ironclad.  They  are 
intended  for  sea  service,  are  schooner-rigged,  and  carry  two  32-pound¬ 
ers  and  six  24-pounders.  Captain  McBlair  commands  the  Gaines , 
Captain  Gift  commands  the  Morgan ,  and  Captain  Hays  commands  the 
Florida. 

There  are  also  building  on  the  Tombigbee  River,  two  gunboats,  180 
feet  keel,  38  feet  beam,  carrying  eight  guns  each. 

A  wooden  gunboat  called  the  General  Beauregard  carries  four 
guns,  and  is  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Milligan. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  I).  G. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Greene ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  referring  to  the 
Confederate  rain  fleet  at  Mobile. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes,  December  2 6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  two  letters*  addressed  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Bigelow,  which  will  explain  themselves,  for  your  decision. 

The  letter  to  you  from  me  in  relation  to  the  ram  fleet  at  Mobile 
being  organized,  to  come  out  on  Christmas  eve,  could  not  be  sent  for 
lack  of  means;  but  as  they  have  not  made  their  appearance  they  (if 
there  was  any  truth  in  the  report)  may  have  been  kept  back  by  bad 
weather.  1  heard  heav}r  tiring  up  the  sound  (probably  off  Mobile)  on 
the  forenoon  of  the  24th  instant,  but  think  it  was  only  the  Colorado 
firing,  the  old  charges  out  of  her  guns,  in  anticipation  of  an  attack. 
No  further  reports  in  relation  to  the  affair  have  reached  me. 

Respectfully, 

C.  H.  Greene, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master  Hamilton , 
V.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Commodore ,  to  cooperate  with 
army  forces  at  Lakeport ,  La. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  December  28,  1863. 
Sir:  Take  in  coals  without  delay  and  proceed  in  the  Commodore  to 
Lakeport,  [La.],  and  there  report  to  Colonel  W.  K.  Kimball,  Twelfth 
Maine  Volunteers,  to  accompany  him  across  the  lake.  You  will  please 
give  him  hearty  cooperation  in  the  military  enterprises  upon  which 
he  may  be  engaged  in  that  quarter.  You  will,  however,  exercise  your 
own  judgment  as  to  the  practicability  of  the  enterprises  that  may  be 
suggested  to  you;  and  you  will  be  careful  not  to  ascend  any  of  the 
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rivers  above  the  bluffs  unattended  by  troops,  and  to  guard  against 
ambushes.  You  will  render  a  written  report  of  all  that  the  Commodore 
may  be  engaged  in. 

Respectfully, 


Acting  Master  J.  R.  Hamilton, 

U.  S.  /S.  Commodore ,  New  Basin , 


H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Thatelier ,  11.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Jenkins , 
U.  A.  Navy^yoreparatory  to  departure  of  the  former  for  the  North. 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado,  December  £9,  1863. 

My  Dear  Captain:  I  have  just  received  yours  of  this  morning,  and 
with  regard  to  the  subject-matter  thereof  I  fully  concur  with  you  that 
the  R.  [ Richmond ]  is  not  fit  for  this  blockade  service,  much  less  for 
Texas  or  Charleston  Bar,  and  having  no  doubt  but  the  admiral  will 
touch  off  here  and  that  I  shall  see  him,  I  shall  make  it  a  point  to  dwell 
upon  the  unfitness  of  your  vessel  for  the  work  given  her  to  do.  As  I 
have  been  a  daily  witness  of  her  capers  for  so  long  a  time  I  am  fully 
satisfied.  Should  I  not  see  the  admiral  before  leaving,  I  will  write 
fully  to  Bell  on  this  matter,  as  you  suggest,  and  use  my  best  efforts 
for  your  relief.  Your  only  play  would  be  to  act  as  a  ram  in  a  seaway, 
for  1  don’t  believe  it  would  be  safe  to  cast  loose  your  guns  in  such 
weather  as  we  have  lately  had. 

I  thought  the  Lackawanna  bad  enough  at  rolling,  but  37our  vessel 
beats  anything  in  that  line  that  I  have  ever  seen,  and  I  must  say  that 
I  have  experienced  some  heavy  rolling  in  my  day. 

My  first  lieutenant  is  at  New  Orleans  with  my  dispatches,  I  trust, 
before  this,  and  I  shall  look  for  the  draft  of  men  from  New  Orleans 
about  Thursday.  I  have  at  least  100  tons  of  powder,  shot,  shell,  can¬ 
ister,  and  grape  to  send  back  in  her,  besides  men  and  their  effects, 
which  I  fear  the  transport  can  not  carry  at  a  single  trip.  Therefore 
it  may  be  ten  da}7s  before  I  can  be  ready  to  depart  hence,  but  as  I  am 
given  till  February  1  to  reach  a  Northern  port,  it  is  not  of  much  con¬ 
sequence  particularly  to  me,  for  I  can  not  remember  any  sea  command 
now  about  ready  for  me  on  my  arrival,  and  idleness  at  this  time  would 
be  of  all  things  the  most  irksome. 

As  to  your  pilot,  although  I  do  not  believe  that  he  knows  anything 
of  either  this  coast  or  that  of  the  Atlantic,  yet  I  think  it  the  cheapest 
way  to  send  him  North  to  be  discharged  from  service  rather  than  to 
keep  him  here  at  $100  per  month,  rendering  no  service  whatever.  I 
have  here  a  pilot  who  knows  the  coast  from  Pensacola  to  Texas;  an 
old  fisherman  by  name  of  Freeman;  a  Dutchman,  I  should  say,  by  birth. 
He  is  respectable  and  will  be  useful,  as  he  knows  all  about  this  bar, 
and  also  all  about  the  approaches  to  New  Orleans.  You  can,  if  you 
please,  receive  him  in  place  of  your  man,  and  if  this  is  your  pleasure 
I  will  cause  the  man  Freeman  to  be  sent  to  you  before  I  go  North. 

Your  executive  officer  has  just  called  to  ask-  if  I  can  fill  up  your 
deficiencies.  In  reply  I  told  him  1  would  write  you.  Commodore 
Bell  says:  1,4  Make  the  exchanges  for  men  whose  terms  have  expired, 
but  do  not  fill  deficiencies.”  Now  if  you  were  to  write  him  for  14 
men  to  fill  your  vacancies,  he  might  give  the  order. 
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Thanks  for  your  kind  remarks  and  wishes  for  me  and  mine.  1  also 
wish  you  many  prosperous  returns  of  the  happy  new  year  and  a  speedy 
return  to  your  own  family,  with  an  end  to  this  sad  struggle  for  national 
existence.  Could  I  only  have  seen  the  stars  and  stripes  flying  from 
these  fortifications  before  leaving-  the  station  I  should  go  with  satisfac¬ 
tion,  but  now  I  do  not. 

Picket  as  usual. 

1  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

H.  K.  Thatcher. 

[Capt.  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

U  S.  S.  Richmond .] 

P.  S. — Command  me  in  anything  and  everything  I  can  do  for  you 
at  home. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Morris ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  XJ.  S.  S.  Port  Royal. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  December  39,  1863. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Port  Royal  is  ready  for  sea  you  will  proceed  to 
Mobile  Bar  and  report  to  Commodore  Hfenry  K.  Thatcher,  U.  S.  S. 
Colorado ,  for  duty  on  blockade  there. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  U.  Morris, 

Commanding  0.  S.  Gunboad  Port  Royal ,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Captain  Gill  is ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  various  matters  per¬ 
taining  to  the  Texas  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Of  Galveston ,  December  39,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  several  communications  by  the  Estrella  were  received. 
I  have  dispatched  her  to  Pass  Cavallo  with  mails,  etc.,  and  the  Kitta- 
tinny  leaves  for  New  Orleans,  as  you  direct.  One  of  her  officers  (Act¬ 
ing  Ensign  Jackson)  is  now  on  board  the  W.  G.  Anderson,  ordered 
there  a  short  time  since  on  temporary  duty,  under  the  impression  the 
efficiency  of  the  Kittatinny  would  be  benefited  thereby.  I  will  send 
him  to  rejoin  her  the  first  opportunity. 

Some  sick  are  sent  to  New  Orleans.  Medical  surveys,  sick  tickets, 
accounts,  etc.,  forwarded  herewith. 

As  mentioned  some  time  since,  we  are  without  coals,  except  a  small 
quantity  on  board  of  different  vessels;  hourly  expecting  a  supply. 

We  have  had  no  dispatch  vessel  here  lately.  Army  awaiting  rein¬ 
forcements,  etc. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer, 

Second  Div.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Coast  of  Texas. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 
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H.  B.  M.  S.  Lily  came  to  this  anchorage  with  a  request  to  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  communicate  with  their  consul  at  Galveston,  which  was 
granted.  She  left  yesterday  for  the  Rio  Grande  and  Vera  Cruz. 

The  sick  tickets  mentioned  are  sent  with  accounts.  The  late  master 
of  prize  schooner  Rosa  Zee  ( Rosalie )  is  represented  by  Acting  Master 
Seyburn  as  a  fit  subject  for  a  Northern  prison. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Henry’s  report  of  burning  [of]  schooner 
Rosalie  enclosed.  31st. — No  coal  vessels  yet.  All  our  vessels  require 
replenishing  with  coals;  some  out.  For  two  or  three  days  past  we 
have  had  very  bad  weather  from  southward  and  eastward.  The  Ossi- 
pee  has  lost  another  port. 


Combined  operations  in  Matagorda  Bay ,  December  29  to  31,  1863. 

Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  of  Commander  Strong,  U.  S,. 

Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  La.,  January  9,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  two  reports  from  Com¬ 
mander  James  H.  Strong,  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela,  narrating  some  recent 
operations  of  the  gunboats  in  concert  with  the  troops  at  Matagorda 
Bay.  This  is  the  latest  information  1  have  from  the  coast  of  Texas, 
acquainting  the  Department  with  the  situation  of  affairs  in  that  quarter. 

The  rebel  gunboat  destroyed  was  in  Matagorda  Bay,  and  they  have 
but  two  others  there.  The  Estrella,  drawing  6  feet  water,  was  recently 
sent  there  for  service  on  the  interior  waters,  and  appears  to  have 
arrived  in  time  to  be  serviceable. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Strong,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monongaliela. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Off  Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.,  December  28,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  to  this  place  from  the 
Rio  Grande. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  25th  instant,  I  found  the 
gunboat  Penobscot  there,  she  having  been  sent  down  by  Captain  Gillis 
to  take  a  messenger.  I  found  some  60  vessels  anchored  in  Mexican 
waters,  4  steamers  among  them. 

It  seems  that  a  large  trade  is  still  carried  on  there.  Cargoes  going- 
in  are  taken  up  on  the  Mexican  side  above  our  line  of  pickets  and  then 
carried  across  the  river.  Cotton  is  brought  down  in  the  same  way. 

On  Christmas  eve  there  seemed  to  be  almost  a  universal  singing  of 
Confederate  songs,  firing  guns,  cheering  for  the  rebels,  etc.,  among 
the  shipping.  It  was  kept  up  nearly  all  night. 

I  understood  that  only  a  few  days  ago  a  cargo  of  army  wagons  was 
landed  there  direct  from  New  York  and  cleared  from  the  custom-house 
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at  New  Y ork.  They  were  undoubtedly  for  the  rebels,  though  nominally 
for  the  Mexican  market. 

The  army  expedition  to  Indianola  and  Lavaca  was  successful.  The 
army  now  occupies  both  places. 

General  Washburn  is  now  waiting  for  reinforcements  and  orders  to 
move  on. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos  River  the  rebels  have  a  fort  mounting 
at  least  20  guns,  so  we  learn  from  deserters  and  a  partial  reconnois- 
sance;  13  guns  facing  the  sea,  some  of  them  heavy  guns.  Deserters 
also  report  that  the  rebels  are  removing  guns  from  Galveston  and 
taking  them  to  Houston. 

The  boilers  of  this  ship  are  in  need  of  repairs.  I  have  been  obliged 
to  haul  fires  three  times  (twice  from  one  boiler  and  once  from  the 
other)  since  coaling  at  Galveston.  1  shall  enclose  the  engineer’s  report 
to  the  fleet  engineer  to  you.  The  ship  also  requires  calking  and  other 
repairs. 

At  the  request  of  General  Washburn  I  have  sent  the  Granite  City 
up  the  peninsula  with  General  Ransom  and  100  troops  on  board,  to 
cut  off  rebel  pickets.  The  Sciota  was  directed  to  accompany  her  and 
assist  in  landing  the  troops  and  then  proceed  to  Galveston. 

The  Brazos  River  is  now  the  only  point  on  this  coast  from  Galves¬ 
ton  down  where  blockade  runners  can  get  out  or  in,  and  I  have  heard 
of  none  attempting  it  there  for  some  weeks  past. 

The  bark  Anderson  left  here  to-day;  she  has  received  her  new 
captain  on  board. 

During  my  absence  General  Washburn  loaned  a  rifled  30-pounder 
Parrott  to  the  Granite  City;  it  is  mounted  on  the  upper  deck  forward. 
The  general  had  two  of  them  brought  up  from  Aransas;  one  was  left 
on  the  schooner  that  brought  them  up,  and  I  understand  that  in  the 
last  gale,  three  or  four  day  since,  the  schooner  got  adrift  in  the  night 
and  has  not  been  seen  since.  There  was  no  person  on  board. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Commander . 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Bloekdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Second  report  of  Commander  Strong,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Monongahela. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Off  Pass  Car  alio,  Tex.,  January  1,  186 f 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  reconnoissance 
which  I  mentioned  in  my  communication  of  the  28th  December  as 
about  to  be  made  by  the  Granite  City  and  Sciota  for  the  general  was 
made  the  next  day  and  the  troops  landed. 

At  half  past  3  in  the  morning  of  the  30th  ultimo  the  Granite  City 
came  down  to  me  and  reported  that  the  troops  were  landed  the  day 
before  in  the  morning,  and  that  the  Sciota  went  up  with  General 
Ransom  to  reconnoiter  at  the  mouth  of  Brazos  River,  leaving  the 
Granite  City  to  protect  the  troops  till  she  should  return.  During  the 
day,  both  in  the  morning  and  afternoon,  the  troops  were  attacked  by 
a  large  force  of  cavalry,  800  or  1,000  of  them,  but  were  defended  by 
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the  Granite  City,  she  firing  140  rounds  before  the  enemy  was  driven 
off.  At  9  p.  m.  she  left  the  Sciota  to  cover  the  troops  until  she  could 
come  down  to  me  for  assistance.  I  got  underway  immediately  with 
the  Granite  City  and  the  Penobscot ,  which  was  anchored  near  me  at 
the  time,  and  went  up  to  render  as  much  assistance  as  possible. 

While  steaming  up  there  came  on  a  fog  so  dense  that  it  was  impos¬ 
sible  to  see  a  cable’s  length,  so  we  ran  the  distance  and  came  to  anchor 
to  wait  for  it  to  clear  away. 

I  happened  to  fall  in  with  the  gunboat  Estrella  a  short  time  before 
we  came  to  anchor. 

I  sent  the  Granite  City  in  to  reconnoiter  and  find  the  Sciota.  In  a 
short  time  she  returned  and  reported  that  the  troops  were  still  safe, 
but  that  the  cavalry  had  made  several  attacks  during  the  night.  The 
Sciota  anchored  close  in  to  the  breakers,  and  by  shelling  on  either 
side  of  the  troops  kept  the  enemy  off. 

As  soon  as  it  was  possible  to  see,  I  went  in  with  the  Penobscot , 
Granite  City ,  and  Estrella ,  and  found  that  after  the  Granite  City  had 
come  out  to  me,  a  rebel  steamer  on  the  inside  came  close  and  shelled 
our  troops  out  of  their  position,  forcing  them  to  retreat  down  the 
beach.  1  then  sent  the  Sciota ,  Granite  City ,  and  Estrella  in  close  to 
the  shore  to  protect  the  troops  through  the  night,  and  as  it  was  nearly 
dark  I  came  to  anchor  there,  so  as  to  destroy  the  rebel  steamer  in  the 
morning  if  the  weather  would  permit. 

During  the  night  a  norther  came  on,  and  in  the  morning  the  rebel 
steamer  was  ashore,  probably  driven  on  by  the  gale,  but  the  weather 
would  not  admit  of  getting  underway  to  destroy  her  at  anytime  during 
the  day. 

This  morning  there  was  a  dense  fog,  and  as  soon  as  it  cleared  away 
I  steamed  in  and  found  that  the  steamer  had  been  destroyed  b}f  fire. 
I  threw  a  200-pounder  rifle  shell  at  the  wreck  to  ascertain  if  any  per¬ 
sons  were  still  remaining  about  there,  and  then  returned  to  Pass 
Cavallo  and  found  that  the  Sciota ,  Granite  City,  and  Estrella ,  having 
succeeded  in  getting  the  troops  on  board  had  brought  them  here. 

After  having  seen  all  safe  above,  I  sent  the  Penobscot  to  Galveston 
to  report  to  Captain  Gillis. 

The  leaks  in  my  boilers  increase,  and  I  am  now  obliged  to  haul  fires 
from  both  to  make  repairs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong. 

Commander. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Perkins,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sciota. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sciota, 

Off  Galveston ,  January  3 , 186J 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  16th  ultimo,  1  proceeded  to 
the  Rio  Grande,  arrived  there  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  December, 
and  boarded  the  brig  Pennivian ,  from  New  York,  under  English  col¬ 
ors,  and  anchored  in  our  waters.  She  had  an  assorted  cargo.  T he 
captain  being  at  Matamoras  with  all  the  papers,  I  sent  an  officer  to 


744 


WEST  GTJLB'  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Matamoras  to  communicate  with  our  consul  and  ascertain  if  the  brig’s 
papers  were  correct.  The  officer  returned  the  following1  day  and 
stated  that  the  consul  had  certified  that  the  brig  and  her  papers  were 
correct. 

Left  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  evening  of  the  21st  instant,  and  arrived 
at  Pass  Cavallo  the  next  day  and  reported  to  Captain  Strong  for  duty. 
December  28, 1  received  orders  from  Captain  Strong  to  proceed  up  the 
coast  about  30  miles  in  company  with  the  Granite  City ,  which  had  on 
board  a  hundred  troops,  and  assist  in  landing  them,  then  proceeded 
with  General  Ransom  on  board  for  the  purpose  of  recon  noitering  the 
coast  as  far  as  Brazos  River.  At  12  o’clock  that  night  I  got  under¬ 
way,  and  assisted  in  landing  the  troops  at  Smith’s  Landing  the  next 
morning,  and  then  proceeded  up  the  coast,  and  when  off  San  Bernard 
River  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  two  or  three  thousand  men  at 
work  throwing  up  breastworks  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  river. 
I  fired  a  few  shells  and  dispersed  them.  On  arriving  at  the  Brazos 
River,  found  two  forts,  one  on  each  side  of  the  river,  mounting  seven 
guns;  breastworks  thrown  up  in  the  rear  of  the  forts,  and  large  numbers 
of  troops  at  work  upon  them.  Fired  several  shots  at  the  works.  At 
5  p.  m.  returned  to  Smith’s  Landing,  arriving  there  about  8  o’clock. 
Captain  Lamson,  of  the  Granite  City ,  reported  that  our  troops  had 
been  attacked  by  about  800  rebel  cavalry,  and  that  our  troops  had 
intrenched  themselves  behind  logs  of  wood,  and  at  sundown,  with  his 
assistance  had  succeeded  in  keeping  them  in  check.  The  Granite  City 
having  used  up  all  of  her  ammunition,  I  sent  Captain  Lamson  to  report 
to  Captain  Strong  and  get  his  assistance.  Owing  to  a  heavy  swell  1 
was  unable  to  communicate  with  or  get  the  troops  off.  I  anchored  as 
near  to  them  as  possible,  and  as  they  were  continually  attacked,  I  was 
obliged  to  keep  up  a  constant  fire  all  night.  On  the  following  morn¬ 
ing,  there  being  a  heavy  fog,  we  were  unable  to  see  our  troops  until 
about  10  o’clock,  and  at  the  same  time  discovered  a  rebel  steamer  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  peninsula,  apparently  landing  troops.  1 
opened  fire  upon  her  with  my  rifle,  and  compelled  her  to  change  her 
position,  she  going  farther  from  us  and  opening  fire  with  her  guns 
upon  our  troops,  obliging  them  to  abandon  their  breastwork  and  to  pro¬ 
ceed  down  the  coast,  we  convoying  them  until  dark,  when  losing  sight 
of  them,  we  anchored. 

During  the  night  the  wind  changed  to  the  northward,  and  in  the 
morning,  the  swell  having  gone  down,  we  proceeded  down  the  coast, 
and  when  about  15  miles  from  Pass  Cavallo,  overtook  our  troops. 

We  embarked  them,  and  at  7  o’clock  anchored  off  Pass  Cavallo. 
The  following  afternoon  I  sent  the  troops  back  to  their  camp  by  the 
Granite  City. 

On  the  1st  instant,  whilst  getting  underway  in  a  heavy  gale,  I  broke 
the  cast-iron  rack  of  capstan,  and  lost  my  starboard  anchor  with  45 
fathoms  of  chain.  1  communicated  with  Captain  Sti'ong,  who  ordered 
me  to  return  here  and  report  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[George  H.  Perkins,] 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

Cammanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Coast  of  Texas. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Monongahela,  Commander  James  H.  Strong,  U.  S.  Navy, 

commanding. 

December  30,  1863. — At  anchor  off  Pass  Cavallo,  Texas.  At  4  a.  m. 
got  underway  and  stood  to  the  northward  and  eastward.  At  11  the 
Granite  City  got  underway  and  went  in  toward  the  shore.  At  3  the 
Granite  City  returned  and  came  to  anchor.  At  3:30  made  general 
signal,  boat  code,  when  all  the  other  vessels  got  underway,  when  we 
made  signal.  At  4:20  p.  m.  came  to  anchor. 

December  31. — At  7  a.  m.  saw  a  rebel  steamer  ashore  in  Matagorda 
Ihiy.  At  8  the  Sciota  got  underway  and  stood  inshore.  At  8:30  the 
Estrella  got  underway  and  followed  the  Sciota.  At  8:05  both  gun¬ 
boats  opened  fire  on  the  rebel  steamer.  At  9:30  hove  up  port  anchor. 
At  11  the  Sciota  ceased  tiring  and  stood  to  the  southward  and  west¬ 
ward.  Estrella  continued  tiring  slowly  at  the  steamer.  At  12:40 
p.  m.  the  Estrella  got  underway  and  stood  along  the  coast.  Sciota  out 
of  sight.  At  2:30  the  Estrella  out  of  sight  to  southward  and  westward. 
At  8:30  a  large  fire  began  in  the  direction  of  the  rebel  steamer  and 
continued  burning  until  11:30  p.  m. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Sciota,  Lieutenant-Commander  George  H.  Perkins,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

commanding. 

December  £8,  1863. — Off  Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.  At  4:30  p.  m.  the 
Granite  City  came  out  over  the  bar  with  troops. 

December  % 9 . — At  12  a.  m.  got  underway.  At  5  a.  m.  lowered  boats 
to  land  troops  from  the  Granite  City.  At  11:45  a.  m.  saw  two  or 
three  thousand  of  the  enemy’s  troops  throwing  up  fortifications. 
Fired  several  shell  from  rifle  and  Xl-inch  gun  and  dispersed  them. 
Also  fired  several  times  at  trains  of  baggage  wagons  going  up  the 
coast.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  weather  b.  c.,  wind  E.  by  S.  Heavy 
swell  from  southward  and  eastward.  At  12:15  p.  m.  off  Brazos  River; 
discovered  that  the  enemy  had  two  forts,  one  on  each  side  of  the  river, 
mounting  seven  guns,  and  a  large  number  of  troops  throwing  up 
breastworks  in  the  rear  of  the  forts.  Also  for  2  miles  above  the  forts 
large  encampment  of  troops.  Fired  several  shells  at  the  forts,  but 
received  no  reply.  At  3:35  p.  m.  stood  to  the  southwai’d.  At  8:10 
p.  m.  anchored  with  starboard  anchor.  At  8:20  boarded  the  Granite 
City  and  learned  that  our  troops  had  been  attacked  by  rebel  cavalry, 
that  she  had  shelled  and  dispersed  them,  and  at  sundown  our  troops 
had  fortified  themselves.  At  9,  the  Granite  City  having  fired  all  her 
ammunition,  got  underway  and  stood  to  the  southward.  At  11:45 
p.  m.,  our  troops  being  again  attacked,  slipped  our  chain  and  opened 
fire  with  all  our  battery,  keeping  up  a  constant  fire. 

December  30. — At  3:30  a.  m.  anchored  in  4  fathoms,  veering  to  25. 
Heavy  sea  setting  in  from  southward.  kShip  rolling  heavily  and  not 
able  to  use  the  Xl-inch  gun.  Transported  the  howitzers  to  the  stern 
ports  and  kept  up  a  constant  fire  for  the  rest  of  the  watch.  At  8:50 
got  underway  and  stood  out  to  44  fathoms  water.  At  10:20  came  to 
anchor.  Saw  a  sail  to  the  S.  W.  Weather  thick  and  foggy.  Dis¬ 
covered  our  troops  and  a  rebel  steamer  inside  the  peninsula.  From 
meridian  to  4  p.  m.,  thick  and  hazy,  with  passing  showers  of  rain. 
At  1  p.  m.  the  Granite  City  arrived;  communicated  with  her,  and  she 
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stood  to  the  southward.  At  1:30  p.  m.  got  underway,  went  to  quar¬ 
ters,  commenced  shelling  the  rebel  steamer,  which  had  the  appearance 
of  attempting  to  land  troops.  Drove  her  from  her  position  and  out 
of  range,  she  opening  on  our  troops  with  two  guns,  driving  them  from 
their  breastworks,  and  they  proceeding  down  the  coast,  we  convoying 
them.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.,  sails  in  sight.  Proved  to  be  the  Mononga- 
hela ,  Penobscot ,  Estrella ,  and  Granite  City.  At  4:15  stood  out  .and 
spoke  the  Granite  City  and  Monongahela.  At  5:20  p.  m.  ran  down 
the  coast  about  2  miles  and  came  to  anchor. 

December  31. — From  4  to  8  a.  m:  Discovered  three  rebel  steamers 
ashore  inside  the  buoy.  Called  all  hands  up  anchor.  At  8:15  a.  m. 
got  underway  and  ran  inshore.  At  8:45  came  to  anchor  in  2J  fathoms 
water,  with  starboard  anchor.  At  9,  commenced  shelling  three  rebel 
steamboats.  At  10,  ceased  firing  and  got  underway  and  steamed  down 
the  coast.  At  2:30  p.  m,  saw  the  troops  on  shore;  ran  into  2^  fathoms 
and  came  to  anchor  with  starboard  anchor,  lowered  all  boats,  and 
transferred  soldiers  to  the  ship.  At  3:30,  gunboat  Estrella  in  sight 
coming  down  the  coast.  At  4:15  p.  m.  hoisted  all  boats,  called  all 
hands  up  anchor,  carried  away  the  capstan,  parted  the  chain  at  42 
fathoms,  and  lost  the  anchor  and  chain.  Proceeded  down  the  coast. 
Spoke  the  Granite  City.  At  7  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Pass  Cavallo. 


Report  of  Major-General  Washburn,  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  IT.  S.  Forces, 

Fort  Espergnza ,  Tex. ,  January  i,  186 J 
General:  *  *  *  On  the  night  of  the  28th  I  sent  100  infantry  up 

on  the  outside,  on  the  gunboat  Granite  City ,  which  was  accompanied 
by  the  gunboat  Sciota ,  with  instructions  to  land  near  the  head  of  the 
peninsula  and  march  down  under  cover  of  the  gunboats,  while  at  the 
same  time  I  sent  all  of  my  mounted  men,  50  in  number,  up  the  penin¬ 
sula.  My  object  was  to  capture  the  pickets  which  the  enemy  are 
known  to  keep  on  the  peninsula,  and  drive  in  cattle  to  supply  the 
army.  I  have  information  that  the  enemy’s  cavalry  charged  down 
the  peninsula  1,000  strong  and  overtook  them  about  15  miles  down. 
My  men  gave  battle  and  with  the  boats  repulsed  the  enemy.  As  soon 
as  the  party  returns  you  shall  have  an  official  report  of  the  affair. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  Washburn, 

Mayor-  General. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hesseltine,  U.  S.  Army. 

Fort  Esperanza,  Tex.,  January  1,  186 f 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  received  through  you  from  the  major-general  command¬ 
ing  coast  expedition,  I  embarked  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  ultimo 
with  100  men  of  my  regiment  on  the  gunboat  Granite  City ,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  that  night  outside  of  Matag’orda  Peninsula  to  a  point  7  miles 
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from  the  head  of  it.  In  the  morning  we  landed  in  small  boats  through 
the  surf  on  a  recon  noissance,  intending  to  return  on  board  when  our 
object  wras  obtained,  but  shortly  after  our  debarkation  the  surf  was  so 
increased  by  a  strong  southerly  wind  as  to  cut  off  all  communication 
with  the  gunboat. 

A  detachment  under  Lieutenant  Ham  having  returned  from  a  scout 
up  the  peninsula,  I  deployed  a  line  of  skirmishers  nearly  across,  and 
moved  down  under  convoy  of  the  Granite  City ,  driving  back  the 
rebel  pickets  cut  off  by  our  line.  Our  progress  was  so  impeded  on 
the  right  by  bayous  from  the  lake  that  by  2  p.  m.  we  had  advanced 
but  7  or  8  miles,  and  were  obliged  to  shorten  the  line  of  skirmishers. 
At  this  time  I  was  warned  by  the  whistle  of  our  convoy,  and  then 
shell  from  her  30-pounder  Parrott,  of  an  enemy  in  the  rear.  Soon, 
by  the  aid  of  my  glass,  I  was  able  to  discern  the  head  of  a  body  of 
cavalry  moving  down  the  peninsula.  Under  a  heavy  lire  from  the  gun¬ 
boat  their  line  stretched  steadily  toward  us,  and,  without  seeing  the 
last  of  it,  I  made  out  a  force  of  from  800  to  1,000  cavalry.  *  *  *  jn 

half  an  hour  their  skirmishers  were  swarming  close  up  to  mine,  slightly 
heeding  the  shell  and  shrapnel  which,  b}^  reason  of  the  heavy  sea,  only 
now  and  then  emptied  a  saddle  for  them.  *  *  *  Hastily  commu¬ 

nicating  to  the  officers  my  plan  to  throw  up,  from  the  drift,  branches, 
logs,  and  stumps  a  barricade,  first  a  face  to  the  enemy  and  then  on 
each  flank,  I  wheeled  the  company  in  on  the  beach.  As  if  by  magic, 
and  while  the  enemy  were  forming  their  line  for  attack,  there  arose 
with  gnarled  roots  and  branches  projecting,  a  rough,  ugly-looking 
redan,  its  pan  coupe  on  a  sand  ridge,  its  gorge  out  in  the  surf. 

They  formed,  advanced,  hesitated,  halted;  a  party  rode  up  to  recon- 
noiter,  and  rode  back  with  Minie  balls  to  report.  *  *  *  While 
they  deliberated  darkness  came  with  a  heavy  mist.  For  a  ruse  or 
threat,  we  sung  out  three  hearty  cheers  and  a  “tiger.”  Two  fires  on 
each  flank  gave  our  position  to  the  gunboat  Sciota ,  which  came  in  from 
a  reconnois^ance  up  the  coast.  The  Granite  City  goes  to  send  reinforce¬ 
ments.  With  the  expectation  of  an  attack  the  men  were  kept  at  the 
barricade  all  night.  *  *  *  Soon  after  midnight  the  picket  fired, 

and  ran  in  to  report  a  strong  body  moving  to  the  left,  on  to  the  beach. 
This  force  came  up,  but  a  sharp  fire  sent  them  to  the  rear,  as  the  gun¬ 
boat  Sciota ,  which  had  slipped  her  anchor,  ran  round  and  poured  in  a 
broadside.  They  retired  for  the  night. 

The  morning  was  very  foggy.  *  *  *  By  noon  it  cleared  away, 

and  the  rebel  gunboat  John  F.  Carr  ran  down  inside,  opposite  our 
work,  and  commenced  shelling  it  with  her  20-pounder  Parrott,  making 
some  very  good  shots,  but  injuring  no  one. 

At  3  p.  m.,  the  men  being  without  food  and  water,  the  gunboats 
expected  to  come  to  our  relief  having  failed,  by  reason  of  the  fog,  to 
find  us,  and  concluding  that  the  enemy  had  driven  back  our  reinforce¬ 
ments,  after  some  hesitation  we  moved  secretly  out  to  cut  our  way  down 
the  peninsula.  The  rebel  gunboat  shelled  the  abandoned  work,  and,  as 
they  report  from  the  Sciota ,  kept  back  a  body  of  their  own  cavalry. 
Our  advance  skirmishers  drove  before  us  a  few  of  the  enemy’s 
scouts.  Night  came  with  a  heavy  fog,  and  we  advanced  cautiously. 
At  10  p.  m.  the  severest  norther  of  the  winter  struck  us.  At  1  a.  m. 
bivouacked  for  the  night.  The  next  day,  at_2  p.  in.,  20  miles  below 
our  work,  we  were  discovered  from  the  Sciota  and  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty  taken  on  board. 
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On  the  march  the  sick  and  exhausted  soldiers  had  been  nobly  aided 
by  their  comrades,  so  that  not  a  man,  musket,  or  equipment  was  left 
for  the  enemy.  The  rebel  gunboat  John  F.  Carr  was  driven  ashore 
in  the  norther,  and  Captain  Strong,  of  the  Monongahela ,  who  came  to 
relieve  us,  reports  she  was  abandoned  and  destroyed.  The  loss  of  this 
boat,  the  information  secured  concerning  the  enemy  and  peninsula, 
alread}r  given  you  verbally,  with  the  lesson  taught  our  enemies,  make 

the  reconnoissance  not  altogether  valueless. 

*  «■  *  *  -x-  *  * 

Captain  [George  IT.]  Perkins,  of  the  Sciota ,  excited  my  admiration 
b}7  the  daring  manner  in  which  he  exposed  his  ship  through  the  night 
in  the  surf  till  it  broke  all  about  him,  that  he  might,  close. to  us,  lend 
the  moral  force  of  his  Xl-inch  guns  and  howitzers,  and  by  his  gallantry 
in  bringing  us  olf  during  the  gale. 

To  Captain  [Charles  W.]  Lamson,  of  the  Granite  City ,  great  credit 
is  due  for  his  exertion  to  retard  and  drive  back  the  enemy.  By  the 
loss  he  inflicted  upon  them  it  is  clear  but  for  the  heavy  sea  he  would 
have  freed  us  from  any  exertion.  Information  comes  in  that  the 
attacking  force  was  Green’s  cavalry,  and  from  1,200  to  1,500  strong. 
I  have  allowed  myself  to  be  too  minute  in  this  report  that  }7ou  may 
understand  exactly  how  100  Yankees  baffled,  beat  back,  and  eluded 
so  large  a  body  of  rebels  and  rebel  gunboat  without  loss. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  S.  Hesseltine, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel ,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  T.  E.  G.  Ransom, 

Corndg.  Third  Brig .,  Second  Div .,  Thirteenth  A.  C. , 

Fort  Esperanza ,  Tex. 


Report  of  Captain  Turner,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters,  etc.,  Camp  Wharton, 

December  SO ,  1863 — 5  j>.  m. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  on  my  return  from  the 
mouth  of  the  San  Bernard  on  yesterday,  the  29th  instant,  at  6  p.  m.,  1 
received  an  official  dispatch  from  Colonel  [A.]  Buehel,  enclosing  a 
report  from  the  signal  operator  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cany.  From  these 
dispatches  it  appeared  that  the  enemy  had  landed  between  200  and  300 
strong  at  a  point  about  7  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Cany,  on  the 
gulf  shore  of  the  Matagorda  Peninsula.  Colonel  Buehel  informed  me 
that  he  had  ordered  down  [R.  R.]  Brown’s  regiment  and  his  own  with 
the  view  of  expelling  or  capturing  the  enemy’s  force.  Thinking  that 
I  might  reach  there  in  time  to  be  of  some  assistance,  I  left  immedi¬ 
ately.  On  arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cany  we  learned  that  Colonel 
Buehel  with  about  300  men  of  his  command  had  passed  down  the 
beach  about  2  p.  m. 

The  enemy  landed  at  7  a.  m.,  and  no  information  was  received  by 
Colonel  Buehel  concerning  the  movement  until  yesterday  at  about  1  p.  m. 
The  enemy  having  the  start  and  moving  rapidly  down  the  Gulf  shore, 
could  not  be  overtaken  until  quite  late  in  the  night  (say  9  or  10  p.  m.), 
when,  halting  under  the  protection  of  their  ships  (three  in  number), 
they  collected  the  driftwood  and  erected  a  hasty  breastwork,  behind 
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which  tney  formed  and  cheered  lustily.  Not  arriving  in  time,  we  met 
Colonel  Buchel  with  his  command  returning  about  10  miles  up  the  beach 
from  the  point  at  which  the  enemy  had  lodged.  He  informed  us  that 
the  enemy  had  availed  himself  of  a  position  having  a  morass  just  in 
his  front  and  large  quantities  of  driftwood  thrown  upon  the  shore 
near  by  as  a  breastwork.  A  few  shots  were  exchanged,  the  enemy 
firing  several  rounds.  The  numerical  force  of  Colonel  Buchel’s  com¬ 
mand  was  small,  many  men  having  fallen  into  the  rear  and  been  lost 
sight  of  by  the  impracticability  of  portions  of  the  ground  and  having 
broken  down  their  horses  by  the  fatigue  of  the  journey. 

The  enemy’s  shipping  had  shelled  them  all  the  way  down,  moving 
pari  passu,  but  without  damage.  Colonel  Buchel  informs  me  that  he 
did  not  attempt  to  dislodge  the  enemy,  for  the  reason  that  his  efforts 
would  have  been  attended  with  very  heavy  loss  (say  100  men),  and 
the  advantage  to  be  gained  by  a  successful  effort  not  being,  in  his  opin¬ 
ion,  commensurate  with  the  sacrifice.  The  scouts  from  the  peninsula 
had  not  reported  at  my  departure  this  morning  from  Colonel  Buchel’s 
command,  which  was  hurried  by  the  report  from  the  signal  officer  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Cany,  received  at  5  a.  m.,  that  the  enemy  had  landed 
a  force  on  the  Gulf  shore  near  the  extremity  of  Cedar  Lake.  We 
went  down  immediately  and  found  the  report  to  be  incorrect,  having 
arisen  from  the  beaching  of  a  Confederate  States  vessel  consigned  to 
Messrs.  Ball,  Hutchings  &  Co.,  laden  with  Mexican  blankets,  salt,  and 
sundries.  The  vessel  will  be  lost.  The  cargo  is  saved,  and  has  been 
removed  by  my  orders. 

The  vessel  was  overhauled  by  the  Yankees  and  had  all  her  passengers 
removed.  During  the  examination  of  her  papers  the  captain  took 
advantage  of  the  occasion  under  cover  of  the  darkness  and  put  directly 
to  the  shore,  beaching  her  about  5  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ber¬ 
nard,  on  the  Gulf  shore.  She  was  from  Tampico,  and  brings  no  arms 
or  ammunition;  nothing  but  the  above-mentioned  articles.  Every 
article  of  value  was  being  removed  when  I  left.  She  will  be  dis¬ 
mantled  at  once. 

It  seems  that  the  object  of  the  enemy  was  clearly  indicated,  by  their 
moving  rapidly  down  the  beach,  to  be  the  cutting  off  and  capturing  of 
Captain  Henderson’s  company  of  exempts,  who  had  been  engaged  for 
several  days  previous  in  scouting  far  down  on  the  peninsula.  This 
conclusion  is  the  more  apparent,  as  he  landed  about  300  men  at  Dutch 
Town,  just  below  the  point  at  which  the  company  was  engaged  in 
scouting  the  day  previous.  This  company,  however,  I  am  informed 
by  Captain  [E.  S.J  Rugeley,  made  their  escape  by  passing  in  boats  to 
Matagorda.  Nothing  is  said  of  their  horses,  the  inference,  of  course, 
being°  that  they  fell  into  the  enemy’s  hands.  None  of  the  enemy’s 
forces  was  captured,  and  we  suffered  no  loss.  Several  of  Colonel 
Buchel’s  command  were  absent  from  roll  call  this  morning,  but  are 
presumed  to  have  straggled. 

Communications  from  Colonel  [James]  Duff  and  Colonel  [John  S.] 
Ford  have  been  sent  forward  to  you  to-day.  Nothing  later  of  impor¬ 
tance  is  received  from  any  source. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  Turner, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Captain  William  Alston, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Report  of  Colonel  Buehel,  First  Texas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

Camp  near  P.  McNeeVs  Plantation ,  December  31 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  29th 
instant  I  received  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  two  or  three  gunboats 
near  the  works  being  erected  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cany,  and  of  the 
landing  of  a  force  of  men  12  miles  below  the  peninsula.  I  immedi¬ 
ately  started  with  the  two  regiments  under  my  command  for  the  works, 
on  arriving  at  which  1  left  the  left  wing  of  my  regiment  for  its  defense 
and  proceeded  with  the  right  wing  and  Brown’s  regiment  down  the 
peninsula  for  the  purpose  of  saving  Captain  Henderson’s  squad  of 
exempts  and  my  scouts,  as  I  had  no  doubt  that  these  men  had  been 
landed  with  a  view  to  cut  them  off  and  capture  them.  I  proceeded  in 
a  trot  and  gallop  until  I  had  overtaken  the  enemy,  who  were  about  300 
strong  and  who  had  moved  down  the  peninsula  from  the  place  of  land¬ 
ing  about  8  miles.  The  gunboat  which  accompanied  them  awaited  our 
approach  about  2  miles  below  where  they  had  landed,  and  when  within 
shelling  distance  she  opened  on  us  with  shell,  rifle  shot,  and  spherical 
case  shot,  firing  about  200  rounds  at  us  during  the  afternoon,  always 
in  eas}T  range.  After  overtaking  the  enemy  they  took  a  position  behind 
a  marsh  and  began  to  make  breastworks  of  the  logs  which  were  profusely 
strewed  along  the  beach,  and  were  soon  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of 
two  other  gunboats.  I  immediately  sent  a  courier  to  Williams’  place 
to  notify  Captain  Henderson  of  my  arrival,  with  orders  for  him  to 
join  me.  During  five  hours  I  kept  the  enemy  invested  in  their  breast¬ 
works  until  the  return  of  my  courier. 

As  the  forces  were  about  equal  when  we  were  dismounted,  and  the 
enemy  were  behind  a  marsh  and  under  the  protection  of  three  gun¬ 
boats,  I  thought  the  risk  too  great  and  the  enterprise  too  hazardous  to 
attack  them  in  their  breastworks,  as  their  capture  would  not  compen¬ 
sate  for  the  loss  of  life  which  we  must  necessarily  have  sustained. 

The  courier  returned  with  the  report  that  Captain  Henderson  and 
his  squad  had  left  in  a  boat  for  Matagorda.  My  scouts,  who  were  also 
below,  have  arrived  via  the  peninsula.  Captain  Henderson  has  since 
reported  to  me  in  person,  and  states  that  he  escaped  with  all  his  men 
but  lost  his  horses. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  notwithstanding  the  heavy  firing  to  which 
the  men  were  subjected  and  the  volleys  of  infantry  fire  at  our  scouts, 
only  two  men  were  wounded  (slightly)  and  two  horses  disabled,  and 
that  both  officers  and  men  behaved  with  coolness  and  bravery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Buchel, 
Colonel ,  Commanding. 

Captain  L.  G.  Aldrich, 

Asst.  Adjutant- General,  Eastern  Subdistrict,  Velasco,  Tex. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Pear- Admiral 
Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  former  for 
the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  December  30,  1863. 
Dear  Admiral:  I  was  sorry  not  to  have  seen  you  in  New  York  at  the 
Dictator'1  s  launch.  If  you  will  recommend  two  or  three  young  men  as 
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acting  ensigns  for  special  duty  on  your  staff,  the  Secretary  will  confirm 
them,  and  the}''  need  not  be  sailors,  but  will  act  as  clerks,  and  be  dis¬ 
charged  when  that  duty  terminates.  The  vessels  and  officers  you  wrote 
for  will  be  sent  to  you.  It  is  expected  that  the  Niagara  will  go  to 
Hampton  Roads  on  account  of  the  ice,  and  you  can  touch  there  and 
get  some  of  her  crew.  Don't  forget  to  write  all  about  Mobile  and  the 
number  of  ironclads  you  will  require  for  the  work.  It  looks  as  though 
the  Onondaga  and  Tecumseh  would  not  be  ready  before  March.  Unless 
we  can  ship  contrabands  and  rebels  we  shall  be  ashore  about  men. 
There  are  but  49  seamen  available  at  all  the  ports. 

Truly,  yours, 

G.  V.  Fox. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

A  star  House ,  New  York. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut , 
U  S.  Navy ,  hastening  the  departure  of  the  latter  in  view  of  informa¬ 
tion  of  expected  attack  upon  the  Mobile  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  December  30 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  telegraphic  dispatch,  received 
by  General  Halleck  from  General  Hurlbut  at  Memphis,  communicat¬ 
ing  information  from  a  deserter  in  reference  to  a  movement  proposed 
to  be  made  by  the  rebel  force  at  Mobile  about  the  20th  proximo  to 
raise  the  blockade  of  that  port. 

This  information  is  such  that  the  Department  feels  it  incumbent  to 
use  every  exertion  to  enable  you  to  hasten  your  departure.  You  can 
have  from  the  Niagara  sufficient  men  to  complete  the  crew  of  the 
Hartford ,  and  the  Department  has  so  instructed  Rear-Admiral 
Paulding. 

Orders  were  sent  to  Commodore  Bell  to  direct  the  Colorado  to  pro¬ 
ceed  North,  but,  in  view  of  the  rumored  attack,  you  are  authorized  to 
retain  her  so  long  as  you  may  consider  her  presence  off  Mobile 
necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  York. 


[Enclosure.] 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  December  29,  1863 — j:30p.  m. 

(Received  1:45  p.  m.,  31st.) 

Deserter  just  in  from  Mobile  reports  that  rebels  have  six  vessels, 
four  ironclads,  with  which  Admiral  Buchanan  proposes  to  raise  the 
blockade  from  the  1st  to  the  20th  of  January.  Chief  of  these  is  the 
Tennessee ,  of  twelve  ports,  six  guns  mounted,  clad  with  6-inch  iron; 
makes  about  8  knots;  the  others  are  slow,  not  over  5  knots.  I  think 
the  attempt  will  be  made  about  that  time.  I  send  information  as  it  is, 
for  the  Navy  Department.  Only  three  regiments  at  Mobile. 

S.  A.  Hurlbut, 

Major-  General. 

Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General  in  Chief. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell ,  17.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commodore  Thatcher ,  77!  >$. 

Navy,  to  transfer  the  command  of  the  Mobile  blockade  to  Captain 

Jenkins,  ZJ.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans ,  December  30,  1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Port  Royal  shall  have  reported  to  you,  turn 
over  the  command  of  the  blockade  of  Mobile  Bay  and  adjacent  waters 
to  Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  U.  S.  S.  Richmond,  together  with 
all  the  orders  pertaining  to  the  blockade,  and  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  S. 
Colorado  to  the  South  West  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  and  report  your 
arrival  to  me  by  telegraph,  preparatory  to  your  proceeding  North  in 
the  ship. 

You  will  please  have  the  remaining  part  of  your  crew  whose  services 
expire  after  31st  January  ready  for  transfer  in  exchange  for  an  equal 
number  from  the  fleet  in  the  river. 

I  would  be  glad  to  see  you  if  you  could  safely  leave  your  ship  in 
charge  of  the  executive  officer. 

1  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Commodore  Henry  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Blockading  Forces  off  Mobile  Bar. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Me  Gann,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

17.  S.  S.  Kennebec ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Grey  Jacket 

off  Mobile,  December  31, 1863. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kennebec, 

Off  Mobile  Bar,  January  0,  186k- 

Sir:  On  the  night  of  the  30th  December,  ultimo,  I  discovered  a  sail 
running  out  of  Mobile  Bay.  I  got  underway  and  pursued  in  the 
direction  the  vessel  was  standing.  She  soon  escaped  in  the  darkness 
and  I  lost  sight  of  her  until  the  morning  of  the  31st,  when  I  again 
discovered  her  standing  to  the  southward  and  eastward,  attempting  to 
escape  from  me.  I  tired  a  gun  across  her  bow,  when  she  hauled  down 
her  colors  and  hove  to. 

At  about  10  o’clock  a.  m.  I  sent  a  boat  on  board  of  her  in  latitude  29° 
34'  N.,  longitude  88°  8'  W.,  41  miles  south  of  Mobile  Bar.  I  found 
her  to  be  the  steamer  Grey  Jacket,  Captain  Tim  Meaher,  bound  from 
Mobile  to  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  cotton,  rosin,  and  turpentine. 

I  have  transmitted  all  of  the  papers  and  writings  found  on  board  of 
her  to  the  district  judge  at  New  Orleans.  I  have  transferred  to  the 
frigate  Colorado  23  persons,  passengers  and  crew,  found  in  her,  and 
have  sent  the  captain  and  chief  engineer  to  New  Orleans  in  the 
captured  vessel. 

There  was  no  other  vessel  in  sight  or  signal  distance  at  the  time  of 
the  capture. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  list  of  officers  and  men  on  board  this  vessel 
entitled  to  share  in  the  prize  steamer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  McCann, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 
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Report  o  f  Commodore  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  the  prize 

steamer  Red  Jacket ,  alias  Grey  Jacket ,  captured  December  31 , 1863. 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile  Bay ,  January  3 ,  ibb’A 

Sir:  I  send  to  you  the  Confederate  steamer  AWi,  alias  Grey  Jacket , 
captured  on  the  31st  ultimo  by  gunboat  Kennebec ,  of  this  squadron, 
after  a  long  chase  in  a  gale  and  very  heavy  cross  sea.  This  steamer  is 
loaded  with  cotton,  entirely  new,  and  Lieutenant-Commander  McCann, 
her  captain,  says  that  she  is  one  of  the  most  perfect  sea  boats  he  ever 
saw.  She  will  make  an  excellent  gunboat,  and  at  very  trifling  expense, 
and  I  trust  may  be  taken  by  Government  for  that  purpose.  Please 
inform  me  what  I  shall  do  with  25  prisoners  taken  from  the  Grey  Jacket. 
Three  of  them  are  passengers;  the  remainder  appear  to  belong  to  the 
vessel.  I  have  also  7  persons  belonging  to  the  Marshal  J.  Smith ,  still 
here;  total,  32  men,  who  are  being  served  with  rations.  I  have  had  no 
opportunity  to  send  them  North.  The  master  and  supposed  owner, 
Meaher,  a  wealthy  and  influential  man  of  Mobile,  is  sent  to  New  Orleans 
in  the  prize,  as  are  all  the  papers  to  district  judge.  This  is,  of  course, 
the  steamer  of  which  you  recently  wrote  me  as  costing  $10,500,  to  be 
loaded  with  cotton. 

Half  her  cargo  belongs  to  the  rebel  Government. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  }mur  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commodore. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Sqicadron ,  New  Orleans. 


Extracts  from  private  diary  of  Commodore  H.  II.  Bell ,  IT.  S.  Navy , 

1863— No.  6. 

March  16 ,  1863. — 7  p.  m.,  steamer  Honduras ,  Captain  William  Clif¬ 
ford,  in  the  service  of  the  U.  S.  Quartermaster’s  Department  at  New 
Orleans,  arrived  from  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  having  on  board 
Lieutenant  Temple  and  62  Texas  volunteers,  of  Davis’s  regiment.  They 
came  up  for  assistance,  having  been  to  that  river  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  off  the  colonel’s  family  and  some  100  refugees.  The  colonel, 
Edmund  [J.]  Davis,  First  Texas  Cavalry,  was  captured  by  the  Texans 
at  Bagdad,  on  Mexican  soil,  Sunday,  15th  instant,  and  carried  over  the 
river,  and  [an]  attempt  was  made  to  capture  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Stancel,  Mr.  Shuster,  and  others,  who  escaped.  ^  That  a  large  party  of 
armed  Texans  surrounded  the  commandante’s  house.  About  100 
refugees  are  at  Bagdad  in  a  destitute  situation,  and  wanting  to  get  on 
board  the  Honduras ,  which  vessel  wants  protection  to  herself  and  her 
boats.  Bark  Arthur  being  ready  to  resume  the  blockade  of  Aransas, 
1  directed  Acting  Master  T.  F.  Wade,  commanding,  to  go  to  the  Rio 
Grande  and  give  the  necessary  protection  to  the  refugees  and  steamer 
in  question,  being  careful  not  to  violate  Mexican  territory,  and  also  to 
shell  the  rebels  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  then  resume  the  blockade. 
A  German  in  company  says  he  has  from  good  authority  that  at  Brazos 
Santiago  there  are  6  guns  (2  12-pounders  and  4  6-pounders)  manned  by 
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60  men.  At  Brownsville  there  are  from  1,400  to  1,600  men,  6  guns  (2 
6-pounders,  4  12-pounders),  and  6  guns  on  their  way  to  that  post  from 
Fort  Ringgold.  No  guns  are  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande.  A 
small  schooner  was  run  in  over  the  bar  three  days  ago,  loaded  with 
arms. 

March  17. — At  daylight  Oivasco  not  in  sight.  Sent  Lieutenant 
Mitchell  to  the  steamboat  Honduras  to  request  them  to  run  down  to 
San  Luis  Pass  to  see  if  the  Owasco  was  there,  Lieutenant  Mitchell  to 
accompany  them.  The  Honduras  sailed  at  8  and  returned  at  1  p.  m. 
in  company  with  the  Owasco.  3  p.  m.,  Sciota  arrived  from.  Sabine; 
reported  that  three  steamers  came  out  of  the  river  last  night  and 
played  about  on  the  flats  till  near  daylight  and  returned  into  the  river. 
This  afternoon  Lieutenant  Radetski,  of  the  First  Texas  Cavalr}T,  came 
on  board  to  request  me  to  send  a  flag  of  truce  to  General  Bee  at 
Brownsville  to  demand  the  release  of  Colonel  Edmund  J.  Davis,  the 
colonel  of  First  Texas  Cavalry,  saying  he  would  bear  the  flag  of  truce. 
He  greatly  feared  his  colonel  would  be  hanged.  I  did  not  see  what  I 
could  do  in  the  matter,  or  how  I  was  to  get  a  flag  of  truce  to  Browns¬ 
ville.  It  could  go  only  through  Mexico  to  Matamoras  and  thence 
across.  I  did  not  see  that  I  could  do  more  than  I  have  by  sending 
down  the  Arthur.  Observed  latterly  that  nothing  larger  than  a  row¬ 
boat  now  passes  through  the  entrance  to  main  channel;  all  their  own 
steamboats  now  go  round  the  flats  to  the  northward  to  get  to  Pelican 
Spit.  It  is  probable  that  the  channel  is  obstructed  with  torpedoes. 
Eighty  vessels  are  reported  at  anchor  at  the  Rio  Grande. 

March  18. — 2:45  a.  m.,  the  Honduras  steamed  to  the  southward  and 
westward. 

March  W.- — 2  p.  m.,  schooner  Rachel  Seaman  arrived  on  blockade 
[with]  orders  from  admiral  for  her  to  get  out  the  guns  of  Morning 
lAght.  She  can  not  be  spared  for  that  service  at  this  time.  Gave 
orders  to  Acting  Master  [Q.  A.]  Hooper,  her  commander,  to  proceed 
off  Pass  Cavallo  to  blockade  and  send  up  Itasca. 

March  m. — Rowboat  coming  out  flying  a  flag  of  truce.  Sent  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Mitchell  to  meet  her  near  the  beacon.  1  p.  m.,  Lieutenant 
Mitchell  returned  with  letter  from  Colonel  Debray,  forwarding  one 
traveling  bag  and  bundle,  being  the  property  of  late  Acting  Master 
[W.  F.]  Monroe,  of  the  Harriet  Lane ,  and  a  package  of  letters  from 
rebels  to  their  friends.  Perused  them  and  finding  [nothing]  of  public 
interest,  I  shall  destroy  them.  Many  express  longing  desires  for  peace. 
Two  of  the  letters  came  from  French  agent  Theron. 

Marchn6. — Observed  a  gun  newly  planted  on  eastern  angle  of  fort 
at  Fort  Point  looking  to  the  bar.  Also  men  busy  on  the  parapet  at 
gateway  of  same,  as  if  planting  a  gun  there  to  look  down  the  beach 
covering  the  approach.  Also  on  the  beach,  halfway  between  Fort 
Point  and  New  Fort,  they  are  busy  constructing  a  work  of  some  kind 
of  long  pieces  of  timber  and  sand. 

March  27. — 11  a.  m.,  steamboat  Honduras  arrived  from  Rio  Grande, 
having  Colonel  Davis  on  board,  whom  the  Texans  released  upon  the 
earnest  remonstrances  of  the  governor  of  Matamoras,  and  his  threat  to 
close  the  entry  and  export  of  goods.  Colonel  Davis  represents  6 
schooners  to  be  fitting  at  Brazos  Santiago;  one  of  them  there  fitting 
out  for  a  privateer,  and  that  the  Texans  had  captured  off  Rio  Grande 
an  American  schooner  and  carried  her  into  the  river.  (Note — All  our 
countrymen  trading  there  are  aiding  and  abetting  the  rebels.  The 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  755 

U.  S.  consul  is  alarmed,  fearing  an  attack  from  the  Texans.  Why 
should  they  attack  ?  They  released  Davis  by  compulsion. )  Acting  V ol- 
unteer  Lieutenant  Wade,  of  bark  Arthur ,  fears  an  attack  from  a  river 
steamer.  Is  badly  damaged  by  collision,  and  will  come  here  for  repairs. 
5  p.  m.,  Colonel  Davis  having  kindly  waited  for  my  letters,  departed 
in  the  Honduras  for  New  Orleans,  Paymaster  Osborn  bearing  my 
dispatches. 

March  28. — He  (captain  of  the  bark  Arthur)  states  thatColonel  Davis 
landed  500  stand  of  arms  for  the  Mexicans.  The  Texans,  hearing  of 
this,  became  greatly  excited,  shouted  and  yelled  like  frantic  people.  This 
is  the  cause,  probably,  of  the  Texan  general’s  writing  a  threatening 
letter  to  the  governor  of  Matamoras.  I  should  have  noted  yesterday 
that  Colonel  Davis  requested  permission  to  send  two  barrels  of  pow¬ 
der  and  a  quantity  of  percussion  caps  to  the  governor  of  Matamoras 
by  the  Owasco ,  which  I  spoke  of  sending  down,  saying  he  had  promised 
them.  I  consented.  He  said  nothing  about  the  arms  he  had  landed. 
It  is  suggested  that  this  may  be  cause  of  offense  to  the  French.  The 
powder  and  caps  are  on  board  the  Owasco.  The  Texans  were  hauling 
two  24-pounders  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  were 
throwing  up  breastworks  there.  They  also  brought  over  a  large  river 
steamer  under  the  Mexican  flag,  and  were  putting  cotton  bales  in  her 
for  offensive  operations.  He  could  not  fire  at  her  without  the  shot 
passing  over  the  bend  of  river  to  the  Mexican  village. 

April  1. — The  day  fine;  got  underway  and  examined  the  harbor. 
SawT  one  steamer  and  a  schooner  with  a  pile  driver  driving  a  line  of 
piles  from  Pelican  Island  toward  the  northwest.  Three  steamers  in 
the  harbor,  one  of  them  having  only  one  chimney  (of  large  diameter), 
lying  behind  the  houses  on  the  wharf;  her  hull  could  not  be  seen.  She 
was  either  the  ram  Bayou  City  or  Harriet  Lane.  Pointed  her  out  to 
Commander  Mullany.  Rebels  actively  engaged  on  their  defenses. 
Apparently  there  are  but  few  soldiers.  Engines  and  boilers  being  in 
a  very  dilapidated  condition,  I  decided  to  leave  Commander  Mullany 
in  the  Bienville  to  take  care  of  the  blockade  of  Texas  and  go  to  New 
Orleans  for  repairs,  leaving  on  the  coast  the  Bienville ,  Owasco ,  Itasca , 
Sciota ,  New  London ,  Cayuga ,  and  Rachel  Seaman.  11:45  p.  m., 
started  for  New  Orleans. 

April  2. — 6  a.  m.,  made  light-house  at  Sabine  and  the  New  London 
anchored.  8:30,  got  underway,  in  company  with  New  London ,  and 
proceeded  to  Calcasieu,  where  the  Cayuga  was.  Saw  nothing  at  Sabine 
but  two  steamers;  all  quiet  there.  Captain  Read  has  reports  from 
spies  that  there  are  very  few  soldiers  present,  all  of  them  from  that 
vicinity  having  been  sent  to  Galveston  to  be  exchanged  for  others. 
More  probable  that  they  are  sent  to  the  Mississippi.  They  also  report 
that  there  are  1,000  or  1,100  men  in  the  swamps  near  Mermentau, 
resisting  conscription.  It  is  said  they  will  join  us  if  we  give  them 
support,  and  that  the  occupation  of  Sabine  City  by  us  would  be  the 
best  point  dhappui.  Vessels  drawing  not  more  than  6  or  7  feet  go 
over  Sabine  Bar.  Two  small  steamers  are  wanted  there  to  catch  the 
Beil  and  Ben. 

April  3. — Arrived  at  South  West  Pass;  attempted  to  cross  the  bar, 
but,  grounding,  backed  off  and  anchored. 

April  7. — 6  p.  m.,  proceeded  to  Pensacola  to  do  necessary  repairs 
upon  machinery,  etc. 

April  8. — 5  p.  m.,  anchored  off  Pensacola  navy  yard. 


756 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


April  15. — Reports  in  circulation  via  Pensacola,  of  the  attack  on 
and  capture  of  Fort  Sumter  and  of  the  disabling  of  some  of  our  iron¬ 
clads. 

April  22. — 5:30 ,  started  for  Ship  Island;  11:10,  anchored  off  Mobile 
Bar;  Colorado  and  - gunboats  there,  viz,  - ,  Cuyler ,  Pem¬ 

bina,  Pinola ,  Kennebec ,  Aroostook ,  Kanawha ,  Pocahontas.  Commo¬ 
dore  Goldsborough  reported  all  quiet;  no  demonstrations  by  the 
enemy.  Started  for  Ship  Island  at  1:20  p.  m.  8  p.  m.,  anchored 
inside  of  Ship  Island. 

.May  18. — 2  p.  m.,  got  underway  and  proceeded  to  Galveston. 

May  20. — 8  p.  m.,  anchored  (off  Sabine). 

May  21. — At  daylight  saw  two  steamboats,  two  schooners,  and  two 
sloops  inside  the  Sabine.  Indications  of  but  few  men  being  at  Sabine. 
3  p.  m.,  anchored  off  Galveston  Bar.  Present,  Bienville ,  Comman¬ 
der  J.  [R.]M.  Mullany;  Katahdin ,  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson; 
Itasca ,  Lieutenant-Commander  Lewis;  Sciota ,  Lieutenant-Commander 
[E.  W.]  Henry,  and  schooner  Forest  King ,  with  coal  for  the  squad¬ 
ron.  Inside  observed  four  steamers  and  two  schooners.  Forts  are 
greatly  increased  in  their  defenses. 

May  23. — Fort  Point  has  been  casemated  during  my  absence;  looks 
strong  and  defiant  against  gunboats,  and  yet  I  think  it  might  be  easily 
carried  by  assault  at  night.  Pelican  Spit  would  then  fall,  being  com¬ 
manded  by  Fort  Point.  A  little  nearer  toward  the  city  another  foi’t 
of  three  guns  (called  Magruder)  has  been  finished;  the  guns  point 
toward  the  sea.  Still  nearer  the  city,  but  immediately  on  the  main 
ship  channel,  is  another  fort  named  Bankhead,  mounting  three  guns. 
At  the  north  end  of  the  city,  near  Old  Hospital,  is  another  battery  of 
two  guns,  one  pointing  to  the  the  seaside,  the  other  upon  the  harbor. 
A  row  of  piles  is  driven  across  the  channel,  apparently  a  foot  bridge, 
extending  from  Fort  Point  across  the  channel  to  the  lower  end  of 
Pelican  Spit.  Ram  Bayou  City  every  day  and  night  at  Pelican  Spit, 
attended  sometimes  by  another  steamboat. 

May  25. — 8:30  a.  m.,  left  Commander  Mullany,  with  three  gunboats, 
to  conduct  the  blockade,  and  I  sailed  dow  n  the  coast.  10  p.  m.,  saw 
two  steamboats  and  a  schooner  inside.  One  of  the  steamboats  came 
up  the  bay  from  toward  Velasco. 

May  26. — 12  m.,  looked  into  Pass  Cavallo;  saw  two  or  three  sloops 
inside  (underway).  Off  Aransas  Pass.  At  I  p.  m.  one  sloop  and  a 
small  steamer  inside. 

May  27. — At  daylight  saw  a  sloop  to  the  westward.  At  8  over¬ 
hauled  the  sloop  Blazer ,  17  tons,  39  bales  cotton  and  4  men,  out  from 
Brazos  or  Velasco  four  days  ago.  Left  there  the  24th  at  4  p.  m.  in  com¬ 
pany  with  one  sloop  and  two  schooners.  No  papers  on  board.  Chris¬ 
topher  E.  Delaney,  captain,  Frank  Luis,  and  two  Germans.  Frank 
Luis,  a  Portuguese,  alone  would  tell.  The  Blazer ,  the  other  sloop, 
and  one  schooner  were  from  Galveston  and  Houston.  They  came  down 
through  West  Bay;  thence  through  San  Luis  Bay  and  a  canal  connect¬ 
ing  with  the  River  Brazos,  where  they  brought  out  7  feet.  Luis  says 
Fort  Point  is  built  up,  first,  a  frame  of  1  foot  thick,  next  sand,  then 
railroad  iron,  „and  sand  again.  Bombproof  mounts  eight  guns.  [Fort] 
Magruder  3,  [Fort]  Bankhead  3,  and  Old  Hospital  2  guns.  The  iron 
casemates  there  are  destroyed.  Piles  are  driven  across  the  channel, 
and  chain  cable  connects  them.  One  passage  there  left  for  steamboats. 
A  large  box  floals  there  in  the  wTater,  which,  he  says,  is  a  torpedo. 
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Thinks  nothing  can  pass  through  there.  Pelican  Spit  has  3  guns. 
Bayou  City  and  Diana  are  the  only  rams.  Bows  armed  with  1-inch 
iron  and  deck  barricaded  with  cotton.  Bayou  City  has  60  men  on 
board  at  all  times.  Diana  has  30  men.  Harriet  Lane  lies  above  Red 
Fish  Bar  at - Bay,  having  but  4  men  on  board,  her  crew  hav¬ 

ing  been  sent  to  Berwick  Bay  some  weeks  ago.  They  thought  of  rig¬ 
ging  her  and  sending  her  to  England,  but  she  carried  only  ten  days’ 
coal,  and  they  did  not  know  what  to  do.  The  two  coal  barks  are  there 
also,  one  aground  and  the  other  in  Buffalo  Bayou.  A  row  of  piles  is 
across  the  bay  toward  - ,  with  one  narrow  opening,  to  pre¬ 

vent  boats  from  passing.  Another  row  of  piles  is  on  north  side  of 
bridge,  50  yards  distant,  to  prevent  bridge  being  burned.  “The 
other  bridge”  proves  to  be  a  solid  road  built  out  into  the  West  Bay  4 
miles  from  the  bridge.  Put  Mr.  [Robert]  Beardsley  and  four  men  in 
charge  of  prize  with  Luis  and  Delaney  to  go  to  Galveston.  Parted 
company  to  look  after  the  other  runners.  Anchored  off  the  Rio 
Grande. 

May  £8. — Sunrise.  Counted  one  French  frigate  (southwest),  of  20 
guns,  and  68  sail  to  an  anchor,  and  one  sloop  to  the  northward  under 
sail.  At  7  a.  m.  got  underway  in  chase.  8  a.  m.,  off  Brazos  Santiago 
in  9  fathoms,  light-house  bearing  W.  by  N.  Took  possession  of  sloop 
Kate ,  from  Houston  via  Velasco,  with  13  bales  cotton,  7  tons;  all  her 

papers  found.  -  Miller,  half  owner  and  captain, - ,  half 

owner,  and  Frank  Moerer  for  crew.  Hard  to  say  what  to  do  with  her. 
Light-house  bearing  W.  by  N.,  stood  into  6^  fathoms  within  li  miles 
of  beach.  Saw  inside  of  ba}r  three  schooners  and  two  sloops,  but  no 
battery.  Returned  to  Rio  Grande  and  anchored.  12:30  p.  m.,  sent 
Acting  Master  Pickering  ashore  with  letter  to  forward  to  Mr.  Pierce, 
U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras.  Not  wishing  to  expose  them  in  the 
boat  to  a  tire  from  the  battery  which  is  believed  to  be  at  the  bar,  I 
told  him  to  land,  if  he  could,  on  the  Mexican  side  and  to  request 
the  commandant  to  forward  my  dispatch,  which  was  done.  Mr. 
P[ickering]  was  also  directed  to  engage  a  coast  pilot,  wanted  espe¬ 
cially  for  taking  away  boats  into  Brazos  Santiago.  Mr.  P[ickering] 
reports  that  there  is  no  battery  at  Rio  Grande;  there  is  one  of 
three  guns  at  Brazos  Santiago,  and  that  General  Bee  went. up  this 
morning  when  we  were  there.  Does  not  know  whether  there  are 
any  troops;  hears  they  vary  from  60  to  200  horsemen  at  times.  A 
pilot  may  be  had  to-morrow  at  8  a.  m.  1  p.  m.,  was  visited  by  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  from  the  French  frigate  Montezuma ,  Captain  Caillet,  who  has 
been  here  for  twenty-six  days  without  communicating  with  either  Tex¬ 
ans  or  Mexicans.  I  could  not  understand  the  reason  of  his  lying 
here.  He  did  not  speak  English  well,  and  1  spoke  French  badly. 
An  English  frigate  left  here  three  days  ago  for  Vera  Cruz.  The  name 
of  the  French  contre-amiral  at  Vera  Cruz  is  Bosse,  in  steam  frigate 
Bellone. 

May  ^9. — 9  a.m.,  sent  Acting  Master  Pickering  to  land  on  the 
Mexican  shore  and  call  on  the  commandante  for  a  coast  pilot  and  let¬ 
ters  from  the  consul,  and  to  get  information.  No  one  knew  whether 
there  was  a  battery  or  soldiers  on  the  opposite  point.  They  professed 
to  know  nothing,  except  that  the  last  Texan  soldier  left  Brownsville  on 
the  morning  of  the  29th  for  parts  unknown.  General  Bee  was  on  the 
point  opposite  Bagdad.  Consul’s  letter  received;  reported  one  or  two 
privateers  to  have  been  fitted  out  from  Brazos  Santiago.  Ran  the  ships 
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up  there  at  midnight  and  anchored.  2  a.  in.,  dispatched  Lieutenant- 
Commander  C.  Hatfield,  Lieutenant  A.  N.  Mitchell,  Acting  Master  Pick¬ 
ering, and  Midshipman  J.  It.  Bartlett  in  the  launch,  first,  second,  and  third 
cutters  and  87  men,  to  go  into  Point  Isabel  and  bring  out  two  schooners 
and  two  sloops  which  we  observed  to  an  anchor  inside  the  Brazos  and 
to  spike  the  guns  (3)  of  a  battery  which  I  heard  was  established  there 
somewhere.  The  boats  seized  schooner  Star,  100  tons,  deserted,  and 
without  cargo  or  papers,  and  brought  her  out;  also  a  fishing  scow  con¬ 
taining  one  Simeon  L.  Holland  and  son  Theodore.  They  continued  on 
to  Point  Isabel,  and  as  they  approached,  the  people  burned  a  fine 
schooner  (understood  to  be  the  Relief  \  of  Chester,  Pa.)  and  a  dwelling 
house  containing  goods.  Shore  people  also  attempted  to  blow  up  the 
light-house,  but  only  blew  out  its  fixtures.  Boats  found  deserted  on 
the  wharf  near  the  schooner;  a  large  quantity  of  brandy,  medicines, 
saltpeter,  and  tin.  The  boats  took  in  12  boxes  of  medicines,  saltpeter, 
and  tin,  and  several  of  brandy.  They  seized  a  sloop  of  100  tons  with 
part  cargo  assorted,  no  papers;  found  English  ensign  in  the  cabin. 
Three  men,  Louis  Obbits,  Joseph  Johnson,  and  Peter  Stafford,  who 
said  the  captain  left  the  night  before,  fearing  a  capture;  that  they  have 
been  in  there  three  or  four  weeks.  Sloop  is  Victoria ,  from  Jamaica, 
having  cleared  at  Havana  for  Matamoras  and  ran  into  Point  Isabel. 
They  have  heard  of  no  privateer  fitting  out  there  or  being  on  the  coast. 
In  bringing  her  out  she  ran  aground  and  was  burned.  Boats  returned 

about - .  Paroled  the  five  persons  taken  here.  Sent  the  Hollands 

ashore  in  their  worthless  scow,  and  putting  Stafford,  Obbits,  Johnson, 
Peter  Miller,  Henry  Fortman,  Frank  Moerer,  John  Lang,  Henry  Babb, 
(the  five  latter  taken  in  the  sloop  Kate)  on  board  the  sloop  Kate ,  with 
two  days’  provisions  and  water,  sent  them  into  Brazos  Santiago,  deem¬ 
ing  this  the  most  economical  manner  of  disposing  of  them.  Fver}T 
man  took  his  own  private  luggage  after  it  had  been  overhauled.  The 
boats  brought  with  them  the  dead  body  of  John  N.ewman,  seaman,  who 

was  killed  by  a  rifle  ball  from  a  musket  in  the  hands  of- - Kelly; 

shot  was  unintentional. 

June  1. — Saw  in  the  river  at  Velasco  one  steamer  and  one  schooner. 
A  newly  built  fort  on  Quintana  side,  without  guns,  and  100  tents  adja¬ 
cent,  but  no  soldiers,  the  morning  being  clear,  and  not  more  than  four 
or  five  men  on  the  fort.  On  the  Velasco  side  the  battery  is  not  so 
prominent;  situated  near  the  water  and  to  the  south  of  the  white 
house  with  colonnades,  some  40  or  50  men  were  assembled  there  in  the 
rear  of  the  fort,  apparently  unarmed;  saw  no  guns.  I  think  no  sol¬ 
diers  are  there.  12  m.  anchored  off  Galveston.  The  enemy  have  been 
active  during  my  absence,  enlarging  the  south  battery,  sea  side,  and 
have  put  up  two  faces,  one  to  command  on  the  south  approach,  the 
other  to  the  northeast  approach.  Fort  Point,  Fort  Magruder,  and 
Fort  Bankhead  have  risen  to  great  importance  and  strength. 

June  6. — McCarty,  refugee,  informed  me  that  he  was  on  board  a  newly 
built  ram,  side-wheel,  at  Houston,  two  months  ago;  had  cotton  packed 
inside;  was  low  in  the  water,  very  sharp,  plated  on  the  bows  about  30 
feet  and  had  one  chimney.  Is  sure  of  it.  Saw  no  guns,  but  saw  the 
cotton  packing. 

June8. — 10  a.  m.,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Styx ,  three  days  from  New  Orleans, 
arrived  and  anchored  to  the  eastward  of  me.  The  Katahdin  and 
Itasca  stood  out  to  meet  her  as  she  approached.  Three  miles  distant 
they  rounded  to,  the  Katalidin  passing  under  her  stern  and  the  Styx , 
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flying  British  blue  flag,  appeared  to  keep  on  without  stopping  her 
wheels.  1  remarked  to  the  officer  of  the  deck,  M.  W.  Sanders,  ensign, 
that  the  gunboats  kept  very  wide  of  the  stranger,  and  that  they  could 
not  speak  her  in  that  way.  As  she  approached  I  sent  Lieutenant 
Mitchell  to  board  her  and  ascertain  her  character  and  business,  and  to 
tell  her  to  anchor  about  a  half  mile  outside  of  me;  she  anchored  about 
a  quarter  mile.  As  the  boat  approached  her  she  stopped  her  wheels 
till  boarded  and  then  came  in  slowly.  The  Katahdin  having  come  in 
ahead  of  her,  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson  came  on  board  and  said 
he  had  been  treated  discourteously  by  the  captain  of  the  Styx,  not 
heaving  to  for  him  to  speak  him,  but  that  he  kept  on  without  slow¬ 
ing.'”  I  replied  that  he  should  have  fired  his  blank  cartridge  and 
rounded  to  ahead  to  have  signified  his  intention.  He  said  he  recog¬ 
nized  the  vessel,  having  recently  seen  her  in  New  Orleans.  10:30, 
Captain  [W.  J.]  Ward,  of  the  Styx,  visited  me,  to  say  he  wanted  to  con¬ 
fer  with  the  British  consul.  I  pointed  out  the  beacon  on  the  flats,  tell¬ 
ing  him  to  send  his  boat  there,  displaying  a  white  flag  and  his  ensign, 
and  the  forts  would  send  out  a  boat  to  meet  him;  that  it  is  probable 
the  main  channel  is  obstructed.  1  remarked  to  him  that  in  approach¬ 
ing  our  blockades  he  would  avoid  difficulty,  by  slowing  his  engines 
and  allowing  the  gunboats  to  speak  him.  He  said  that  he  did  not 
know  that  they  wanted  to  speak  him  to-dajq  that  the  gunboat 
passed  astern  of  him,  and  the  Styx  being  ver}7  slow  he  did  not  stop 
her.  I  returned  Captain  Ward’s  call  in  the  afternoon  and  he  returned 
to  the  subject  of  his  own  accord,  saying  the  gunboats  kept  so  wide 
of  him,  he  did  not  think  they  wanted  to  speak  him,  otherwise  he 
should  have  stopped;  that  when  he  appeared  off  Mobile  Commodore 
Hitchcock’s  gunboats  ran  slap  up  to  him.  As  we  had  not  given  the 
usual  signal  of  a  blank  cartridge,  it  was  no  fault  of  his,  and  the  subject 
was  dropped.  Captain  Johnson,  after  conferring  with  the  court,  wrote 
me  a  letter  about  what  he  called  the  “  discourtesy  ”  of  the  Styx.  I 
replied  in  accordance  with  the  above.  11  a.  m. ,  Styx's  boat  went  to  bea¬ 
con,  and  making  a  signal,  a  boat  came  out  from  the  forts;  they  met  and 
returned  to  their  places,  the  Styx  during  this  time  flying  British  red 
at  the  fore. 

June  9. — A  sailboat  came  out  flying  white  flag  and  a  British  red 
ensign.  Boat  from  Styx  met  her  near  the  beacon,  and,  receiving  an 
individual  into  her,  returned  to  the  Styx ,  flying  the  red  in  the  bow. 
The  shore  boat  beat  about  the  flats  for  about  two  hours,  when  a  boat 
from  the  Styx  conveyed  an  individual  to  her  and  they  separated. 
Shortly  after  an  officer  came  from  the  Styx  bearing  Captain  Ward’s 
compliments,  saying  he  is  rather  unwell  to-day,  but  thanked  me  for 
my  civilities  and  offered  to  take  any  letters  from  me  to  Havana, 
where  he  was  going  directly.  4  p.  m.,  he  sailed. 

June  20. — Fort  Point  hoisted  white  flag  and  sent  out  a  sailing  sloop 
under  white  flag.  At  1  p.  m.  sent  Lieutenant  Mitchell  under  white 
flag  to  meet  her,  with  orders  to  receive  neither  individuals  nor  letters 
except  official.  3  p.  m.,  Lieutenant  Mitchell,  having  met  the  rebel 
boat,  received  a  package  of  letters  (some  official,  and  all  from  United 
States  prisoners  in  Texas).  The  sloop  returned  ashore.  Lieutenant 
Mitchell  states  that  there  was  no  recognized  officer  in  charge  of  the 
boat  or  flag  of  truce,  all  of  them  in  the  boat  being  apparently  rough 
sailor  men.  I  observe  by  date  of  the  letters  (latest),  viz,  June  7 
and  12,  that  all  of  the  United  States  prisoners  have  been  sent  from 
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Houston  to  Huntsville,  Tex.  Most  of  the  letters  dated  April  1  and 
April  20. 

June  21. — 8  a.  m.,  white  flag  reported  flying  over  Fort  Point  and 
sloop  coming  out  flying  the  same.  Shortly  after,  received  a  report 
of  white  flag  being  hauled  down  and  boat  going  back. 

June  23. — Outside  bar  buoy  washed  away  and  lies  on  the  beach  in 
the  city.  Quite  a  loss,  considering  the  extensive  shoals  ofl  the  city. 
Sunset,  a  sail  in  sight;  signaled  Sciota  to  chase.  Weather  thick  and 
cloudy.  Sail  soon  out  of  sight,  standing  to  the  east.  Sciota  last  seen 
bearing  S.  by  E. 

June  2 If.. — Daylight,  Sciota  to  anchor  2  miles  distant.  3  p.  m., 
schooner  Sea  Drift ,  British  (alias  Defiance ),  prize  to  the  Itasca ,  came 
in  and  anchored,  and  shortly  parted  her  cable.  Gave  her  the  end  of 
a  hawser  from  this  ship,  to  which  she  rode.  At  6  p.  m.  the  Itasca 
anchored  near  me. 

June  25. — Prize  schooner  Sea  Drift ,  alias  Defiance ,  was  taken  15 
miles  S.  by  W.  from  Pass  Cavallo  light-house  about  noon.  She  had 
neither  log  nor  reckoning,  nor  track  laid  down,  nor  letter  of  instruc¬ 
tions.  She  cleared  from  Havana  for  Matamoras,  and  was  found  stand¬ 
ing  in  for  Pass  Cavallo,  130  miles  distant  from  the  Bio  Grande,  bearing 
S.  by  W.  i~  W.  Assorted  cargo,  also  1,048  pounds  lead,  horsemen’s 
boots  and  spurs,  percussion  caps,  powder,  and  bird  shot.  Captain 
Lewis  seized  her  and  sent  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

June  28. — 12  m.,  the  Circassian  anchored  close  by;  had  provisions 
on  board.  Captain  Eaton  delivered  me  a  letter  from  Commodore 
Morris,  dated  April  1,  1863,  enclosing  one  from  Major-General  Banks 
to  Major-General  J.  B.  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army,  Houston,  Tex.,  with 
instructions  to  send  it  ashore  by  flag  of  truce  and  bring  an  answer. 
1  p.  m.,  hoisted  a  wdiite  flag  at  the  fore  and  sent  Lieutenant  A.  N. 
Mitchell  in  a  boat  to  the  beacon  with  the  aforesaid  letter.  The  boat 
having  waited  there  until  6  p.  m.,  returned  to  the  ship,  when  we 
hauled  down  flag  of  truce. 

June  29. — 9  a.  m.,  observed  white  flag  over  Fort  Pointand  boat  (sail) 
coming  out  under  another.  Hoisted  white  flag  at  the  fore  and  sent 
Lieutenant  A.  N.  Mitchell  with  another,  bearing  the  letters  referred 
to.  The  boats  met  and  separated  at  the  beacon.  Lieutenant  Mitchell 
observing  no  badge  of  officer  to  distinguish  any  of  the  other  part}7, 
asked  if  any  of  them  was  an  officer,  and  being  informed  that  they  were 
civilians  Lieutenant  Mitchell  said  he  expected  to  be  met  by  an  officer 
of  equal  rank  with  himself.  To  this  the  other  replied,  “  They  are  too 
few,”  and  was  there  checked  by  his  companion,  meaning  to  say,  doubt¬ 
less,  that  there  are  very  few  officers  left,  though  he  named  Colonel 
Cook  as  commanding.  The  men  about  the  forts  are  not  numerous, 
and  yet  they  keep  quite  large  parties  at  work  upon  the  forts,  strength¬ 
ening  and  enlarging  them.  Thursday  observed  that  they  have  mounted 
the  fifth  gun  on  Fort  Magruder,  3  on  Fort  Bankhead,  and  4  on  South- 
side  Fort.  Fort  Point  has  ironclad  casemates,  one  pointing  to  the 
northward  and  eastward,  another  to  the  northward,  and  the  others 
(number  not  known)  point  onto  the  main  ship  channel  in  the  direction 
of  Pelican  Spit.  They  are  not  visible  from  the  sea;  50  or  100  men 
have  been  observed  since  Friday,  26th,  working  on  and  renovating  the 
fort  on  Pelican  Spit. 

July  I — 12  m.  Watched  for  men  at  the  forts;  saw  very  few;  none 
in  a  body  greater  than  five  or  six.  Large  gang  at  work  reforming  the 
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fort,  using*  the  timber  of  the  barrack  there  for  that  purpose.  Steam 
ram  Diana  in  attendance. 

July  7. — A  formidable  looking*  ram,  having*  one  smokestack,  looking- 
like  the  Bayou  City ,  came  down  the  bay  and  took  station  at  Pelican 
Spit.  We  observed  three  other  steamboats  behind  the  city,  one  of 
them  having*  only  one  chimney;  keeps  her  hull  carefully  out  of  sight. 
She  has  been  down  for  a  few  days.  Is  she  not  the  new  ram  of  which 
I  had  information  on  the  6th  May?  Judging  from  the  size  of  her 
chimney  she  can  not  have  great  power. 

July  11. — 10  a.  m.,  Sciota  returned  from  Tampico.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Henry  badly  burned  face  and  hands  by  a  schooner  on  fire, 
and  Lieutenant  [F.  O.]  Davenport  accidentally  wounded  himself  with 
rifle,  ball  passing  through  kneejoint  and  fracturing*  left  arm  above  the 
elbow.  Consultation  of  assistant  surgeons  decided  upon  amputation, 
and  did  it.  Nothing  particular  to  report  from  Tampico.  Consul 
reported  four  Confederate  schooners  as  having  been  there  since  Decem¬ 
ber  last;  that  the  authorities  seized  two  United  States  vessels  and 
confiscated  [them] ;  referred  to  the  United  States  minister.  The  French 
are  in  the  City  of  Mexico  and  are  getting  up  an  expedition  against 
Tampico;  consul  wants  protection.  Lieutenant  Davenport  wanting- 
good  nursing  and  tranquillity,  and  Sciota's  machinery  wanting  repairs, 
she  started  for  New  Orleans  at  8  p.  m.  to  put  Mr.  Davenport  in  hos¬ 
pital.  Sciota  ran  ashore  and  burned  two  schooners  and  two  sloops 
loaded  with  cotton.  Heard  nothing*  of  privateers  on  her  cruise. 
8  p.  m.,  sent  Katahdin  to  cruise  to  the  southward  until  Monday,  13th, 
the  Sciota  having  reported  four  sailing  vessels  inside  of  San  Luis  Pass. 

July  12. — 7  a.  m.,  officer  of  the  deck,  Acting  Master  Lyman  Wells, 
reported  seeing  about  200  troops  marching,  with  muskets,  from  Fort 
Point  toward  Galveston.  Shortly  after  their  arrival  in  the  city  a 
steamboat  departed  and  went  up  the  bay.  Ram  Bayou  City  at  Pelican 
Spit. 

July  13. — 11  a.  in.  [ Katahdin\  brought  up  prize  schooner  Excelsior 
with  2  bales  of  cotton  captured  near  San  Luis  Pass,  going  to  Rio  Brazos. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson  sent  her  to  New  Orleans. 

July  18. — 8  p.  m.,  arrived  U.  S.  steam  screw  Antona ,  from  New 
Orleans,  with  orders  from  the  admiral  to  cruise  on  the  coast  as  far  as 
Rio  Grande,  Charles  T.  Chase,  acting  master,  commanding.  She 
brought  down  news  of  the  glorious  success  of  our  armies  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  capture  of  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  with  thousands  of 
troops  and  all  their  guns.  In  fine,  the  blows  given  the  rebellion, 
North  and  South,  are  staggering;  they  can  never  rally  effectively 
again.  Admiral  informs  me  that  he  is  going  North.  Admiral  A.  H. 
Foote,  the  Christian  admiral,  is  dead. 

July  20. — 5:30,  reported  to  me  that  the  ram  at  the  Spit  was  standing- 
over  to  Bolivar  Point.  Shortly  after  that  she  lowered  and  dispatched 
a  boat  out  with  a  white  flag*  and  fired  a  gun.  Went  on  deck  and  saw 
ram  heading  this  way  with  little  motion,  lying  inside  of  Fort  Point. 
Three  shots  from  Fort  Point  across  the  line  of  light-house  from  us. 
The  boat  from  ram  keeping  on  the  other  shore,  pulling  vigorously. 
She  finally  overhauled  another  boat,  took  men  out  of  her,  and  pulled 
back.  In  the  meantime  I  made  signal  to  the  Bienville  to  protect 
boat,  viz,  No.  136.  She,  anticipating  the  signal,  was  underway  and 
standing  in  toward  the  boats  approaching  her.  She  fired  three  or  four 
shots  at  the  ram,  falling*  short  a  half  mile  by  our  observation,  and  the 


762 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


ram  steamed  back  to  the  spit.  10  a.  m.,  observed  white  flag  at  Fort 
Point  and  on  sloop  boat  coming  out.  Hoisted  a  white  flag  at  the  fore 
and  at  11  sent  Lieutenant  Mitchell  to  meet  the  boat  at  beacon.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Mitchell  returned;  brought  two  letters;  one  for  A.  Piaget,  con¬ 
sul  of  Switzerland  at  New  Orleans,  the  other  to  myself,  from  Colonel 
Debray,  commanding  in  Galveston,  requesting  leave  for  two  young 
ladies  to  join  their  parents  in  the  United  States.  Some  other  letters 
from  United  States  prisoners  and  others  were  presented,  but  I  had 
given  orders  not  to  receive  private  letters,  and  they  were  not  accepted. 
One  of  the  boat’s  crews  was  told  that  the  incident  of  the  morning  was 
an  attempt  of  live  negroes  to  escape.  Moreover,  that  General  Lee 
was  in  Philadelphia  by  this  time.  Our  later  advices  soon  put  the 
long  face  on  them.  Major  [O.  M.]  Watkins,  connected  with  the  ram 
attacks  here  and  at  Sabine,  was  in  the  boat,  and,  I  infer,  for  observa¬ 
tion.  Latterly  I  observe  a  bright  light  every  night  at  Pelican  Spit. 
My  guns  are  loaded  with  solid  shot  and  we  are  on  the  qui  vive  for  low, 
invisible  rams  stealing  upon  us  in  darkness. 

July  2fi — Fort  at  Pelican  Spit  nearly  complete;  is  of  three  guns, 
casemated  and  prepared  with  heavy  vertical  timbers  for  taking  iron 
plates.  The}7  sweep  from  Fort  Point  to  the  wreck  of  the  Westfield , 
about  180  degrees,  bearing  directly  upon  the  main  ship  channel  and 
its  approaches,  distant  from  turning  buoy  2,000  yards.  Up  to  that 
point  they  have  a  raking  fire,  while  Fort  Point  has  a  broadside  fire; 
also  Fort  Bankhead,  3  guns,  and  Pelican  Spit  becomes  a  broadside  fire. 
After  crossing  the  bar,  Fort  Magruder  and  Fort  Point,  at  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  If  to  If  miles,  having  a  broadside  fire  till  the  turn  buoy  for 
a  space  of  2f  miles  in  a  circle;  then  a  raking  fire  through  1  mile  from 
the  spit.  Next  from  the  turning  buoy  a  raking  fire  from  Fort  Point 
and  Fort  Bankhead  through  If  miles.  Outer  channel  varies  in  width 
from  two-eighths  to  three-eights  of  a  sea  mile,  or  500  to  800  yards. 
Inner  channel  and  harbor  is  nowhere  more  than  260  yards  wide;  the 
bar  at  the  turning  buoy  being  lOf  feet  for  three-fourths  of  a  mile, 
between  Pelican  Spit  and  Fort  Point.  Dismounted  one  gun  on  Fort 
Magruder  this  morning,  probably  to  put  into  Pelican  Fort. 

January  25. — 11  a.  m.  dispatched  the  Katahdin  to  report  to  the 
admiral  at  New  Orleans  the  condition  of  the  Bienville ,  and  to  request 
a  relief  for  her.  Katahdin  to  pass  by  Sabine  and  to  send  the  Owasco 
down. 

July  27. — 5  a.  m.,  the  Antona  arrived  in  charge  of  Acting  Master 
Spiro  V.  Bennis,  executive  officer,  who  reported  that  Acting  Master 
Charles  T.  Chase,  his  commander,  went  on  shore  at  Bagdad  in  citizen’s 
clothes  and  was  captured  by  the  Texans.  The  captain  took  with  him 
the  list  of  suspected  vessels,  blockade  runners.  The  officer’s  verbal 
report  was  as  follows:  When  Captain  Chase  was  going  on  shore  he 
told  him  if  he  did  not  come  oft'  to  send  a  boat  ashore  for  him  next 
afternoon,  and  next  afternoon  again  (Sunday),  and  again  Monday,  and 
if  he  wanted  to  refer  to  the  descriptive  list  of  blockade  runners  to  go 
to  Aransas,  - —  miles  distant,  and  take  a  copy  from  Captain  [F.  S.] 
Hill  of  the  [  IF.  t?.]  Anderson.  He  went  on  shore  at  11:35  a.  m.  and 
sent  the  boat  back  to  the  ship.  Captain  Chase  did  not  go  into  Bagdad 
or  see  the  commandante,  but  kept  outside  of  the  village  and,  sending 
his  dispatches  by  some  one  to  the  consul  at  Matamoras.  He  started  to 
return  to  the  ship  in  a  private  boat,  called  Margarita ,  which  was  on 
the  Mexican  shore,  and,  in  beating  out,  some  20  or  30  Texans,  with 
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rifles,  appeared  on  the  Texas  point  of  the  idver  and,  hailing,  threat¬ 
ened  to  fire  into  the  boat  if  they  did  not  go  ashore  to  them.  The 
channel  there  is  about  40  yards  wide  and  lies  close  on  to  the  Texan 
side.  They  then  made  Chase  a  prisoner  and  sent  him  to  Brownsville. 
There  were  present  at  the  anchorage  British  steamers  Sir  William 

Peel ,  Edward  Hawkins ,  Gladiator ,  Celt,  and - ,  and  twenty 

sailing  vessels;  no  man-of-war.  The  merchant  captains  thought  it 
was  intended  to  fit  out  the  Sir  William  Peel  as  a  privateer.  Ordered 
Acting  Master  Thomas  Pickering  to  the  command  of  the  Antona ,  he 
being  the  senior  acting  master  present,  and  as  capable  as  any.  Neces¬ 
sary  to  detain  the  Antona  two  days  for  repairs. 

July  28. — 9  a.  m.,  arrived  the  Hew  London,  Lieutenant-Commander 
Edward  E.  Potter,  for  blockade  service.  She  brought  orders  for  Act¬ 
ing  Master  Thomas  Pickering  to  go  North.  Admiral  going  home  in  a 
few  days. 

July  29. — Detached  Acting  Master  Pickering  and  ordered  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  D.  Loath  from  the  New  London  to  command 
the  Antona.  Antona  reported  in  very  bad  condition  as  to  cleanliness 
and  discipline. 

July  31. — Albatross  brought  me  orders  to  go  in  her  to  New  Orleans, 
to  command  the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  in  the  absence 
of  the  admiral  and  Commodore  Morris,  going  North  temporarily. 
Appointed  Acting  Master  Lyman  Wells  to  command  the  Antona ,  in 
place  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Roath,  who  requested  a  medical 
survey.  Directed  Commander  Mullany  to  take  command  of  the  Texas 
blockade  until  he  shall  be  superseded,  and  send  a  gunboat  to  the  Rio 
Grande  to  look  after  the  Sir  William  Peel  and  other  steamers  lying 
there.  At  12  meridian,  went  on  board  the  Albatross  with  Mr.  Vail, 
my  clerk,  and  started  to  join  the  Pensacola  at  New  Orleans. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  LLartford ,  Captain  Palmer ,  U.  S.  Navy , 

commanding . 

March  16,  1863.— At  5.30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  up  river 
in  charge  of  the  pilot.  At  7  a.  m.  on  account  of  the  fog  came  to 
anchor.  At  7.30  two  men  came  on  board  and  reported  thems'elves  as 
belonging  to  the  original  crew  of  the  Quee7i  of  the  West ,  having  escaped 
from  her  on  her  capture,  and  been  concealed  in  the  woods  since.  At 
11.50  a.  m.  anchored  opposite  the  mouth  of  Red  River. 

March  17. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.  steaming  up  river.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. : 
Sent  second  and  third  cutters  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Watson  to  cut 
telegraph  wires  near  Natchez.  At  5:30  came  to  anchor  off  Natchez. 
From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Sent  a  communication  on  shore  under  a  flag  of  truce. 

March  18. — At  5  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  up  river.  Got 
aground  and  backed  off.  At  9  preparing  ship  to  prevent  enemy’s 
steamers  from  coming  alongside.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  At  work  on 
boarding  nettings.  Smoke  of  steamers  ahead. 

March,  19.— At  5  a.  m.  got  underway.  At  6:40  a.  m.,  in  passing 
Grand  Gulf,  a  battery  opened  fire  on  us,  which  was  immediately 
returned  by  the  starboard  rifle  and  battery.  Steaming  past  under  a 
brisk  fire  and  engaging  batteries  while  in  range.  At  7:08  out  of  range, 
loaded  starboard  guns  with  3-second  shell.  Charles  Sweeny,  ordinary 
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seaman,  and  Dennis  Driscoll,  landsman,  killed.  From  8  to  meridian: 
Steaming  up  the  river.  Crew  employed  securing  sheet  chain  to  port 
lower  yard  arms.  At  5:45  p.  m.  called  all  hands  to  bury  the  dead. 

March  20. — From  8  to  midnight:  The  mortar  vessels  above  Vicks¬ 
burg  fired  a  few  shots  during  the  watch. 

Mar  Mi  21. — From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Rebel  pickets  seen  on  starboard 
beam.  Loaded  starboard  battery  with  15-second  shell.  Put  breast¬ 
works  around  the  wheel.  At  9  a.  m.  got  underway,  went  to  quarters, 
and  steamed  up  the  river  a  short  distance.  Fired  the  Sawyer  gun  in 
the  direction  of  some  earthworks  on  the  right  bank.  A  fog  coming 
on,  we  anchored  at  9:25  in  7  fathoms  water,  with  22  fathoms  on  port 
chain.  Heard  occasional  reports  from  the  direction  of  Vicksburg. 

March  22. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  The  wharf  boat  on  tire,  drifted 
down  the  river  and  out  of  sight.  At  3  a.  m.  a  light  was  seen  passing 
along  the  left  bank  and  afterwards  the  ship  was  hailed  in  that  direc¬ 
tion;  the  Albatross  got  underway  and  went  after  it.  Mortars  tiring 
in  the  direction  of  Vicksburg.  At  10  a.  m.  the  Albatross  g'ot  under- 
wa^y  and  shelled  the  casemates  at  Warrenton,  receiving  in  return  a 
brisk  tire 'from  musketry  and  tieldpieces.  At  11  Albatross  came  up 
and  anchored  ahead. 

March  23. — At  10  a.  m.  beat  to  quarters  and  loaded  the  port  bat¬ 
tery  with  10-second  shell.  At  11:15  a.  m.  called  all  hands  up  anchor. 
Beat  to  general  quarters.  Steamed  down  past  Warrenton,  tiring  the 
port  battery  into  the  casemates,  but  receiving  no  return.  Came  to 
anchor  below  Warrenton  in  7  fathoms  water.  Rainy,  with  breezes 
from  the  east. 

March  25. — At  5:15  a.  m.  heard  heavy  firing  up  the  river  in  the 
direction  of  Vicksburg,  which  continued  until  6  a.  m.  At  6:10  got 
underway  and  steamed  up  the  river.  Beat  to  quarters  and  shelled  the 
rebel  earthworks  at  Warrenton,  the  rebels  returning  our  fire  with 
rifled  tieldpieces  and  musketry.  At  7: 15  passed  the  batteries  and  dis¬ 
covered  ahead  the  U.  S.  rams  Switzerland  and  Lancaster ,  both  having 
just  passed  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg.  The  former  vessel  received 
a  shot  through  her  boilers  and  the  latter  sunk  from  injuries  received  in 
the  action.  At  7: 30  came  to  with  starboard  anchor.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. : 
Rear-Admiral’s  clerk,  Loyall  Farragut,  was  detached  from  this  ship. 

March  26. — From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Major-General  Grant  came 
on  board. 

March  28. — At  4:40  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  down.  As  we 
neared  Warrenton,  tired  several  shots  into  the  casemate  batteries.  The 
enemy  fired  several  times  and  shot  away  our  stream  chain  in  two  places. 
From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Finished  repairing  damage  done  to  chain 
by  shots  from  batteries  at  Warrenton.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Heavy  rain 
with  thunder  and  lightning.  At  10:15  p.  m.  a  gale  came  up  from  the 
northward  and  lasted  until  11:30.  Swamped  and  broke  adrift  the 
fourth  cutter. 

March  29. — At  12:45  a.  m.  a  steamer  reported  coming  down  the 
river.  At  12:50  a.  m.  called  all  hands  to  quarters  and  cast  loose  both 
batteries  for  action.  At  1:05  the  steamer  drifted  past  us  and  went 
ashore  on  our  starboard  quarter.  Weather  squally.  At  3  p.  m.  saw 
three  men  making  their  way  in  the  direction  of  the  steamer  Vicksburg 
under  cover  of  the  levee.  Fired  three  guns  in  that  direction  and  at  3:30 
manned  and  armed  the  second  and  third  cutters  and  sent  to  the  steamer. 
From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Boats  returned  from  the  steamer  Vicksburg . 
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March  31. — At  4  a.  m.  the  rebels  burned  the  steamer  Vicksburg. 
At  4:20  a.  m.  ram  Switzerland  came  down  and  continued  on.  At  6 
got  underway,  standing  down  the  river  in  charge  of  the  pilot.  From 
8  to  meridian:  At  9  came  to  with  starboard  chain.  Sent  boat  in  charge 
of  Mr.  Tyson  to  get  information  in  regard  to  steamer  Indianola.  At 
6  p.  m.  made  signal  to  get  underway  and  at  6:15  steamed  down  the 
river.  The  ram  Switzerland  took  her  place  ahead,  the  Albatross  being 
next.  As  the  ram  neared  Grand  Gulf,  at  twenty -five  minutes  of 
8  p.  m.,  the  batteries  opened  fire  on  her  and  immediately  after  on  the 
Albatross.  Opened  on  us  at  7:40,  which  we  immediately  returned. 
The  engagement  lasted  fifteen  minutes.  At  8  p.  m.  called  all  hands 
to  bring  ship  to  anchor. 

April  1. — At  5:30  a.  m.  steaming  down  the  river  in  charge  of  the 
pilot.  Steamers  Albatross  and  Switzerland  got  underway  at  same  time, 
following  us.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  V&y  to  until  11 : 50,  while  the 
Switzerland  destro}Ted  two  flatboats  in  [St.]  Catherine’s  Bend.  At 
6:15  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  the  mouth  of  Red  River.  Albatross 
anchored  ahead  of  us,  the  ram  Switzerland  on  port  bow. 

April  2. — At  9:30  a.  m.  sent  Ensign  Read  in  charge  of  boats  and 
buried  the  body  of  William  Jones,  landsman,  on  the  plantation  of 
Colonel  Acklin,  opposite  mouth  of  Red  River. 

April  6.—  At  4:30  a.  m.  proceeded  slowly  down  river,  in  company 
with  the  Albatross  and  the  ram  Switzerland.  Slowed  down  several 
times  to  keep  company  with  the  other  vessels.  At  9:30  a.  m.  came  off 
Bayou  Sara.  Sent  second  and  third  cutters  ashore  and  destroyed  a 
quantity  of  corn  which  the  rebels  had  stored  for  their  use.  Destroyed 
some  flatboats  on  our  way  down.  At  2:20  came  to  anchor  about  5 
miles  above  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.  the  Albatross  threw 
some  shot  and  shell  in  the  woods  on  the  west  bank,  where  some  men 
were  seen  to  land,  who  came  from  the  batteries  below.  At  7:15  p.  m. 
fired  three  guns  at  intervals  of  two  minutes  each  and  afterwards  threw 
up  three  rockets  with  the  same  intervals.  Several  lights  reported  on 
the  banks  of  the  rivers,  but  could  not  make  them  out.  Supposed  to 
be  rebel  signals. 

April  7. — From  12  to  4  a.  m.:  At  anchor  above  Port  Hudson.  At 
1:25  p.  m.  heard  the  report  of  two  guns  from  down  the  river.  Saw 
the  smoke  of  a  steamer.  At  1:45  fired  a  blank  cartridge  from  IX-inch 
gun  on  poop;  no  reply.  At  8  p.  m.  Air.  Gabaudan,  the  admiral’s 
secretary,  accompanied  by  a  contraband,  left  the  ship  in  a  skiff,  intend¬ 
ing  to  communicate  with  the  vessels  below  if  possible,  At  10:20  p.  m. 
observed  two  rockets,  supposed  to  be  thrown  by  the  fleet  below  Port 
Hudson.  Several  lights  reported,  but  could  not  make  them  out.  At 
8:30  sent  two  contrabands  in  a  skiff  with  dispatches  for  the  lower  fleet. 

April  8. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.  stood  up  the  river.  At  8:30  anchored 
off'  Pointe  Coupee.  At  4:15  p.  m.  steaming  up  river,  Albatross  and 
Switzerland  in  company.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Came  to  anchor  off 
Texas  Landing. 

April  9. — At  5:20  a.  m.  stood  up  the  river  At  11:30  a.  m.  saw  two 
rebel  steamers  up  near  Red  River.  Fired  our  forward  rifle  gun. 
Captured  the  rebel  steamer  J.  D.  Clarke;  the  other  escaped,  being- 
out  of  range.  At  12:30  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  the  mouth  of  Red 
River.  Received  on  board  3  prisoners  from  the  steamer  J.  D.  Clarke , 
viz,  Alajor  Howell,  a  Confederate  officer,  and  two  engineers  of  the 
steamer.  Sent  third  cutter  with  carpenter’s  gang  to  cut  down  the 
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trees  on  the  point  between  us  and  the  mouth  of  Red  River.  From  4 
to  6  p.  m. :  Sent  two  paroled  prisoners  to  the  Albatross.  The  Alba¬ 
tross  got  underway  and  went  up  the  river. 

April  10. — At  10  a.  m.  stood  down  the  river.  Came  to  anchor  at 
11.  From  meridian  to  4p.  m. :  Took  the  machinery  out  of  the  steamer 
J.  D.  Clarice  and  scuttled  her. 

April  11. — At  10  a.  m.  the  Albatross  got  underway  and  steamed  up 
the  river.  At  2:30  p.  m.  the  Albatross  returned  from  Fort  Adams, 
after  making  a  reconnoissance.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Called  No.  9  gun’s 
crew  to  quarters,  leveled  the  gun,  and  fired  a  5-second  shell  to  the 
distance  of  5°. 

April  15. — At  9:05  a.  m.  passed  Bayou  Sara.  At  10  came  to  above 
Port  Hudson.  Fired  two  guns  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  lower 
fleet.  At  10:30  lookout  aloft  reported  signals  from  the  masthead  of  a 
large  ship  below  Port  Hudson.  At  11:20  fired  a  signal  gun.  From  6 
to  8  p.  m. :  The  admiral’s  secretary,  Mr.  Gabaudan,  returned  on  board 
from  the  lower  fleet,  in  company  with  some  army  officers  and  Ensign 
Swann,  of  the  Richmond. 

April  16. — From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Firing  heard  down  the  river. 
At  4:10  p.  m.  made  signal  to  the  Albatross,  when  she  ceased  firing  and 
steamed  up  to  us.  At  5:20  p.  m.  standing  up  the  river  in  charge  of 
the  pilot,  Albatross  and  ram  Switzerland  astern  of  us.  At  7:10  came 
to  anchor  above  Bayou  Sara. 

April  17. — In  charge  of  pilot  steaming  up  river;  clear  and  pleasant. 
At  5:40  p.  m.  came  to  anchor.  Smoke  of  a  steamer  seen  up  Red 
River.  Sent  picket  boat  up  Red  River  in  charge  of  Third  Assistant 
Engineer  A.  K.  Fulton. 

April  S3. — At  11  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  above  Bayou  Sara  and 
destroyed  a  large  llatboat.  Albatross  passed  down  to  Bayou  Sara  and 
destroyed  a  quantity  of  sugar.  At  2  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  5  miles 
above  Port  Hudson. 

April  %4- — At  10  a.  m.  the  Albatross  and  ram  got  underway  and 
went  over  to  the  other  side  of  the  river  to  receive  a  party  which  they 
telegraphed  from  below  as  having  started  across  the  point.  At  11:40 
the  ram  and  Albatross  commenced  firing  in  the  wood  on  the  point. 
From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Receiving  and  sending  telegrams  to  the 
Richmond ;  the  ram  and  Albatross  shelling  the  point  of  woods  oppo¬ 
site  Port  Hudson  in  order  to  clear  a  way  for  our  mail.  At  2:30  p.  m. 
the  Albatross  returned  with  our  mail  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Swann, 
of  the  Richmond.  At  3  p.  m.  sent  mail  and  13  contrabands  down  below 
Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  The  Albatross  and  Switzerland 
shelling  the  woods  below  on  the  right  bank.  At  5  got  underway  and 
proceeded  up  the  river,  ‘followed  by  the  Switzerland  and  Albatross. 
At  7 :30  came  to  anchor  off  Pointe  Coupee.  Sent  second  cutter  ashore. 
Albatross  anchored  astern;  also  'the  ram.  Two  rebel  soldiers,  prison¬ 
ers,  who  were  captured  on  the  point  opposite  Port  Hudson,  were  sent 
on  board.  From  8  to  midnight:  Sent  the  prisoners  on  board  the 
Albatross. 

April  85. — At  5  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  up  river.  At  7:30 
slowed  down  off  Morgan’s  Point  and  ordered  the  ram  and  Albatross  to 
stop  and  destroy  Morgan’s  sugarhouse  and  sugar,  being  informed  that 
he  supplied  the  rebel  Government  At  1:10  p.  m.  camfe  to  anchor  off 
the  mouth  of  Red  River. 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


767 


May  Ip. — At  1:40  a.  m.  made  a  light  ahead;  beat  to  quarters.  The 
light  proved  to  be  the  Benton ,  together  with  the  Lafayette ,  Pittsburg , 
General  Price ,  ram  Switzerland ,  and  tugboat  ali  from  Grand  Gulf. 

Signalized  the  vessels  and  communicated  with  Admiral  Porter.  From 
meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Called  for  30  volunteers  to  go  on  board  the  Ben¬ 
ton  and  Pittsburg  for  the  Red  River  expedition.  Sent  20  men  to  the 
Benton  and  10  to  the  Pittsburg  for  temporary  service.  At  3  p.  m. 
Admiral  Porter’s  fleet,  consisting  of  the  Benton  (flagship),  Lafayette , 
Pittsburg,  General  Price ,  and  Ivy.  got  underway  and  steamed  up  Red 
River,  the  ram  Switzerland  leading.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Called  all 
hands  to  bury  the  dead.  Read  funeral  service  over  remains  of  J.  D. 
Barnes,  fireman;  sent  same  ashore  for  burial.  At  5  p.  m.  received  the 
remains  of  I.  B.  Hamilton,  pilot,  who  was  sent  on  board  the  Albatross 
and  went  up  Red  River,  where  he  was  killed  in  action  between  the 
rebel  gunboats  and  the  Albatross.  At  6:15  the  Sachem  arrived  from 
New  Orleans. 

May  5. — At  6:30  a.  m.  sent  a  party  on  shore  to  inter  remains  of 
Pilot  Hamilton,  about  1,000  yards  below  Colonel  Acklin’s  [Ackland?] 
house,  mouth  of  Red  River.  At  8  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed 
down  river,  followed  by  the  Albatross  and  Sachem.  At  11  saw  a  flat- 
boat  crossing  the  river  at  Bayou  Sara  with  2  hogsheads  of  sugar  on 
board.  Fired  the  forward  rifle  gun  to  bring  her  to.  Sent  second 
cutter,  towed  her  alongside,  and  made  her  fast.  From  meridian  to  4 
p.  m. :  Steamers  Albatross  and  Sachem  went  to  the  opposite  shore  and 
tired  several  shots  and  burned  two  buildings.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. : 
Paroled  the  2  prisoners  taken  on  the  flatboat  and  sent  them  and  6 
negroes  aboard  the  Albatross  to  be  landed  at  Bayou  Sara. 

May  8. — At  4:40  a.  m.  the  following  officers  left  the  ship,  on  board 
the  Sachem. ,  for  passage  to  New  Orleans:  Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farra- 
gut,  Fleet  Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins,  Fleet  Surgeon  J.  M.  Foltz,  Rear- 
Admiral’s  Secretary  E.  C.  Gabaudan,  Fleet  Captain’s  Clerk  E.  A. 
Palmer,  and  Lieutenant  S.  M.  Eaton,  U.  S.  Army  Signal  Corps. 
Sent  also  two  soldiers  belonging  to  the  Signal  Corps  to  the  Sachem. 
At  5  the  Sachem  proceeded  up  the  river. 

May  9. — At  10:10  p.  m.  heard  ver}^  heavy  firing  from  the  southward 
and  eastward.  Heard  the  last  report  at  11:20. 

May  10. — At  a  few  minutes  of  4  a.  m.  heavy  firing  commenced  to 
S.  E.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Very  heavy  firing  heard  down  river;  con¬ 
tinued  from  4  to  6:15  a.  m.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Saw  smoke  up  Red 
River  at  5:45;  it  disappeared  at  7:30.  Firing  commenced  down  river 
at  11:55  p.  m. 

May  11. — From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Admiral  Porter  came  down  Red  River. 

May  12. — At  12:45  a.  m.  heard  tiring  down  river;  ceased  at  1:15 
a.  m.  At  4:20  p.  m.  the  ironclad  gunboat  Pittsburg,  from  Black 
River,  came  down  and  anchored  ahead  of  us.  Ten  of  the  volunteers 
who  went  on  the  expedition  up  Red  River  returned  on  board  from  the 
Pittsburg  with  bag  and  hammock.  At  7:35  p.  m.  the  ironclad  Benton 
came  down  Red  River.  From  8  to  midnight:  Received  from  the  Ben¬ 
ton  all  the  men  sent  to  her  for  temporary  service. 

May  13.— At  1:  55  a.  m.  firing  commenced  to  the  southward  and  con¬ 
tinued  until  3  a,  m.  At  daylight  the  gunboat  Benton,  with  the.  Gen¬ 
eral  Price  and  tug  Ivy  towing,  went  up  the  river.  From  meridian  to 
4  p.  m. :  A  steam  tug  came  down  the  Red  River  with  dispatches  for 
Admiral  D,  D.  Porter;  gaye  her  some  coal,  after  which  she  steamed 
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up  the  Mississippi  Fiver.  The  Albatross  got  underway  and  steamed 
up  the  Red  River. 

May  16. — At  9  a.  m.  Commodore  Palmer,  Paymaster  Meredith,  and 
the  commodore’s  clerk,  Mr.  Thomas,  left  the  ship  to  go  up  Red  River 
in  the  Sachem.  At  11:25  p.  m.  heard  firing  in  the  direction  of  Port 
Hudson. 

May  19. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Heard  heavy  firing  in  the  direction 
of  Port  Hudson. 

May  21. — Firing  down  the  river  from  2:30  to  3:30  a.  m.  From 
meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery  passing  down  the 
west  bank,  and  at  4  two  steamboats  loaded  with  troops  arrived.  At 
5:30  p.  m.  the  Sachem, ,  with  Commodore  Palmer  and  General  Banks, 
came  down  Red  River. 

May  22. — At  5  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  down  river.  At  8: 15 
a.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Bayou  Sara,  Pittsburg ,  Albatross ,  Sachem , 
and  Estrella  at  anchor  near  by.  At  8.40  General  Banks  and  General 
Andrews  came  on  board.  At  10  got  underway  and  started  down  the 
river.  At  11  anchored  above  Port  Hudson.  Sent  signal  officer  aloft 
to  communicate  with  the  Richmond.  Fired  No.  12  gun  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  lower  fleet.  At  5  p.  m.  stood  down  river.  At  6:30 
came  to  anchor  off  Bayou  Sara.  Transports  St.  Maurice ,  St.  Charles , 
Empire  Parish ,  and  General  Banks  came  down  river;  also  gunboat 
Arizona. 

May  23. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Two  steamers  came  down  the 
river.  At  3  the  mortar  schooners  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  the  batteries 
at  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  A  steamer  loaded  with  cavalry 
went  alongside  the  landing.  From  8  to  midnight  heavy  firing  heard 
at  Port  Hudson. 

May  2 If.. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.  transports  passing  up  and  down,  cavalry 
and  infantry  landing.  At  8:  30  got  underway  and  steamed  down  river. 
At  9:30  rounded  to  above  Port  Hudson  and  fired  a  shell  from  the 
Sawyer  gun  into  the  rebel  batteries.  At  9:40  came  to  anchor. 
Received  from  the  Albatross  5  rebel  prisoners  captured  on  the  point 
opposite  Port  Hudson.  Firing  heard  during  the  watch  in  the  vicinity 
of  Port  Hudson.  Received  from  the  Albatross  a  rebel  signal  officer 
and  2  men.  Sent  them  back  to  the  Albatross.  From  meridian  to  4 
p.  m. :  Heav}r  firing  heard  in  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  The  mortar 
vessels  below  engaged  the  rebel  batteries  from  2:30  to  4  p.  m.  From 
4  to  6  p.  m.:  Strong  northerly  breezes.  Heavy  cannonading  between 
our  lower  fleet  and  the  rebel  batteries  at  Port  Hudson;  also  firing 
between  the  army  and  rebel  fortifications.  At  6:30  p.  m.  received 
mail  from  the  fleet  below  Port  Hudson. 

May  25. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.:  Heard  musket  firing  in  rear  of  Port 
Hudson  during  the  watch.  Sent  Lieutenant  Watson  across  the  point 
to  communicate  with  the  lower  fleet.  At  11  a.  m.  the  steamer  Bee 
came  down  and  communicated  with  us.  From  meridian  to  4  a.  m.: 
Sent  14  rebel  prisoners  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Higbee,  (J.  S.  Marine 
Corps,  with  14  marines,  to  Bayou  Sara.  The  lower  fleet  shelling  Port 
Hudson.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.  firing  heard  at  Port  Hudson.  At  8:30 
p.  m.  steamer  Empire  Parish  came  down  river,  bringing  back  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Higbee  and  14  marines.  At  11:40  p.  m.  beat  to  general 
quarters. 

May  26.  — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Engaged  in  shelling  the  woods 
around  the  batteries  around  Port  Hudson  from  12  to  1:40  a.  m. 
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Remainder  of  the  watch  calm  and  clear.  Albatross  also  participated  in 
shelling. 

May  26. — At  4:45  a.  m.  beat  to  general  quarters.  Heavy  tiring  in 
the  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  Shelled  the  woods  near  the  rebel  fortifica¬ 
tions.  Mortars  of  the  lower  fleet  shelling  the  rebel  earthworks.  Got 
underway  and  dropped  down  to  our  old  anchorage  near  the  point 
opposite  Port  Hudson  and  came  to  with  starboard  anchor  and  30 
fathoms  chain.  From  8  to  meridian:  Sent  third  cutter  to  land  Mr. 
Watson,  who  is  going  across  the  point  to  take  the  mail  for  the  North 
and  dispatches  for  the  admiral.  Occasional  firing  near  Port  Hudson. 
Meridian  to  4  p.  m.  occasional  firing  from  the  batteries  at  Port  Hud¬ 
son  and  our  mortar  boats.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  A  large  fire  burning 
at  Port  Hudson.  Sent  second  cutter  ashore,  armed,  in  charge  of  an 
officer  for  our  messenger.  From  8  to  midnight:  Large  fire  in  Port 
Hudson.  The  mortars  of  the  lower  fleet  bombarding  the  rebel  fortifi¬ 
cations  near  Port  Hudson. 

May  27. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  Calm  and  clear.  Mortar  fleet  bom¬ 
barding  Port  Hudson  until  4.  a  m.  From  1:30  to  2:15  several  volleys 
of  musketry  heard  at  Port  Hudson,  and  also  at  4  a.  m.  From  4  to 
8  a.  m.:  Irregular  firing  all  along  the  line  at  Port  Hudson  until  5:45, 
when  it  became  heavy  cannonading  on  the  left  and  running  along 
toward  the  right.  At  7:05  got  underway  and  dropped  down  the  river 
within  long  range  of  the  rebel  batteries.  Fired  the  Parrott  rifle  and 
Sawyer  gun  a  number  of  times,  but  without  effect.  Received  dis¬ 
patches  from  General  Banks  by  the  steamer  Bee.  At  8:20  retired 
from  action  in  obedience  to  signal  from  the  admiral.  Firing  very 
heavy  on  shore.  At  8:25  came  to  anchor.  From  8  to  meridian: 
Artillery  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson  during  the  watch.  Meridian 
to  4  p.  m.  heavy  cannonading  between  the  rebel  fortifications  and  our 
army.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.  heavy  firing  at  Port  Hudson,  musketry  and 
great  guns.  From  8  to  midnight:  Occasional  firing  during  the  watch 
heard  at  Port  Hudson. 

May  28. — At  2  a.  m.  heard  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  in 
rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Heavy  firing  of  musketry 
and  artillery  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  The  lower  fleet  also  engaged 
the  batteries.  From  8  to  meridian:  Mortars  of  lower  fleet  shelling 
Port  Hudson.  At  intervals  firing  of  artillery  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 
At  9  p.  m.  the  Louisiana  Belle  came  down  the  river  with  dispatches. 
Several  guns  w-ere  fired  from  Port  Hudson  inland.  At  11:10  the 
mortars  opened  fire  on  the  lower  batteries. 

May  29. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Slight  firing  over  at  Port 
Hudson.  Clear  and  pleasant.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Musketry  heard 
during  the  watch  at  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  meridian  occasional  fir¬ 
ing  heard  at  Port  Hudson.  At  3:45  p.  m.  the  mortar  fleet  opened  fire 
on  the  batteries  at  Port  Hudson.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Musketry  firing- 
near  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  midnight:  Light  musketry  heard  at 
Port  Hudson  and  an  occasional  gun.  The  mortars  commenced  firing 
at  11:40;  heard  a  few  muskets  on  right  bank. 

May  30. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Firing  from  the  mortars  dur¬ 
ing  the  watch.  From  8  to  meridian:  Heard  the  report  of  several 
large  guns  during  the  watch.  From  8  p.  m.  to  midnight:  At 
11:15  p.  m.  the  mortar  fleet  commenced  firing  on  Port  Hudson. 

May  31. — Commences  and  until  4  a.  m.  firing  from  the  mortar 
boats.'  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  occasional  shots  fired  from  the  rebel 
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batteries.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.:  At  4:30  p.  m.  the  mortar  fleet  opened 
fire  on  the  rebel  batteries  at  Port  Hudson. 

June  1. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  The  bombers  commenced  and  con¬ 
tinued  bombarding  Port  Hudson  until  3  a.  nu,  when  tiring  ceased.  A 
few  volleys  of  musketry  were  heard.  The  rebels  replied  by  firing 
inland  occasionally  with  two  great  guns.  At  9  a.  m.  steamer  Empire 
Parish  came  down  the  river;  sent  8  prisoners  on  board;  placed  3 
under  sentry’s  charge  and  paroled  the  rest.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. : 
Mortal’s  fired  several  shots  at  tne  oatteries.  From  8  p.  m.  to  mid¬ 
night  mortars  firing  during  the  watch. 

June  — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Mortars  fired  a  few  shots  during  first 

Eart  of  watch.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Sent  7  rebel  prisoners  ashore,  to 
e  taken  across  the  point  to  lower  fleet.  From  8  to  meridian:  Heavy 
firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  A  few 
volleys  of  musketry  fired  at  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Occa¬ 
sional  shots  heard  at  Port  Hudson.  Fired  forward  rifle  Parrott  up  the 
river.  At  7  p.  m.  Chief  Engineer  Kimball  left  the  ship  on  leave  of 
absence.  At  1:10  p.  m.  the  mortars  commenced  firing  and  the  upper 
batteries  at  Port  Hudson  opened  fire  inland. 

June  3. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  At  2  a.  m.  the  mortars  of  the  lower 
fleet  ceased  firing.  From  9  a.  m.  to  6  p.  m. :  Firing  heard  in  the 
vicinity  of  Port  Hudson  and  between  the  armies.  F rom  8  to  midnight: 
Mortars  commenced  about  9  p.  m. ;  continued  firing  during  the  watch. 
Three  of  the  enemy’s  guns  fired  inland  about  every  five  minutes,  from 
before  9  p.  m.  up  to  11  p.  m.  Musketry  was  heard  in  the  rear  of 
Port  Hudson  and  two  rockets  went  up  in  that  direction. 

June  J — Firing  heard  at  Port  Hudson. 

June  5. — Firing  at  Port  Hudson  from  12  to  1:  30  a.  m.  From  8  to 
meridian:  Bombers  commenced  at  9:45  and  continued  bombarding 
Port  Hudson  until  11:30.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Firing  heard  at  Port 
Hudson.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Mortar  boats  firing  at  the  rebel  batteries 
during  the  watch. 

June  6. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Bombers  operating  from  1:  25  to  4 
a.  m.  From  8  to  meridian:  Artillery  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 
From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Heard  artillery  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hud¬ 
son.  8  to  midnight:  Occasional  guns  heard  at  Port  Hudson. 

June  7. — From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Artilleiy  firing  heard  during  the  watch. 
Meridian  to  4  a.  m. :  Musketry  heard  occasionally  at  Port  Hudson. 
From  8  to  midnight:  A  rocket  was  sent  up  from  batteries  at  Port 
Hudson. 

^  June  8. — At  1:30  a.  m.  mortars  of  lower  fleet  commenced  firing. 
From  8  to  midnight:  The  light  of  a  fire  seen  to  northward  and  firing 
of  great  guns  heard  at  Port  Hudson. 

June  9. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Mortars  firing  from  1:  30  to  4  a.  m. 
From  8  to  meridian:  A  cavalry  detachment  made  a  reconnoissance  to 
the  left  bank  of  land.  Heavy  artillery  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 
From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  The  mortars  of  lower  fleet  firing.  Firing- 
heard  at  Port  Hudson  during  the  watch.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Firing- 
heard  at  Port  Hudson  during  the  watch.  8  to  midnight:  Occasional 
shots  fired  in  the  direction  of  Port  Hudson.  At  10  p.  m.  mortar  fleet 
commenced  firing. 

June  10.—  Midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  Mortar  vessels  firing  during  the 
watch;  also  artillery  in  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  8  a.  m.: 
Mortars  of  lower  fleet  firing.  From  8  to  meridian:  Great  guns  fired 
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in  and  in  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Firing  heard 
at  Port  Hudson  during  the  watch.  From  1  to  6  p.  m.:  Occasional 
artiller}^  firing  at  Port  Hudson.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Firing  in  the 
rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  midnight:  Mortars  of  the  army 
shelling  Port  Hudson. 

June  11. — Rain  until  4  a.  m.  Started  tires;  got  up  steam.  Bom¬ 
barding  Port  Hudson  with  the  army  and  navy  mortars  and  the  same 
with  guns  in  the  rear.  Mortar  boats  commenced  tiring  and  con¬ 
tinued  so  during  the  watch.  From  4  to  8  a.  m.:  Heavy  firing  at 
Port  Hudson  during  the  watch;  also  heavy  rain.  From  meridian  to 
4  p.  m.:  Heavy  artillery  firing  heard  in  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 
From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Firing  of  heavy  musketry  and  great  guns  heard 
from  the  army  of  Port  Hudson.  Raining  very  hard.  From  8  to 
midnight;  Firing  heard  at  Port  Hudson. 

Jxme  12. — At  1:30  a.  m.  the  Laurel  Hill  came  down  from  Natchez 
with  dispatches.  Occasional  artillery  firing.  Nav}r  and  army  mortars 
bombarding  Port  Hudson.  Rebels  answer  with  a  large  rifle.  From 
4  to  8  a.m.;  Heavy  musketry  and  artillery  firing  in  the  rear  of  Port 
Hudson  during  the  watch.  From  8  to  meridian:  Firing  in  the  rear 
of  Port  Hudson  heard  at  intervals.  Meridian  to  6  p.  m. :  Firing  back 
of  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  midnight:  Artillery  firing  in  the  rear  of 
Port  Hudson.  At  11 : 20  p.  m.  the  mortars  opened  fire  on  the  batteries. 

June  13. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  At  intervals,  first  two  hours,  heavy 
firing  of  musketry  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  Firing  of  great  guns  at 
intervals,  two  of  the  rebel  guns  replying.  The  mortars  of  the  lower- 
fleet  firing.  A  fire  down  by  the  lower  fleet.  From  4  to  8  a.  m.  and  8 
to  meridian:  Heavy  firing  at  Port  Hudson;  some  musketry  heard  dur¬ 
ing  the  watch.  At  4:30  p.  m.  batteries  ceased  firing.  From  4  to  6 
p.  m. :  The  mortars  of  the  lower  fleet  firing;  the  rebels  l-eplying  with 
their  upper  batteries.  From  6  to  midnight:  Firing  at  Port  Hudson. 
Mortar  boats  opened  at  11:10  p.  m.  and  continued  during  the  watch. 

June  Ilf..— From  8  to  meridian :  Artillery  and  musketry  firing  in  rear 
of  Port  Hudson.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.  and  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Mortars  bom¬ 
barding  and  great  guns  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson  firing.  From  8  to 

midnight:  Artillery  and  mortars  firing  at  Port  Hudson.  At  - - 

the  navy  mortars  opened  and  continued  throughout  the  watch  at  inter¬ 
vals  of  five  minutes. 

June  15. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  The  mortars  of  the  na'vy  and 
army  firing  into  Port  Hudson.  At  2:45  a.  m.  the  mortars  of  the 
lower  fleet  ceased  bombarding.  Latter  part  of  the  watch  brisk  firing 
of  musketry,  the  rebels  replying  with  two  guns.  Guns  heard  at  Port 
Hudson  throughout  the  day.  At  9:15  p.  m.  General  Banks’  trans¬ 
ports  came  down  the  river.  The  bombardment  of  Port  Hudson  still 
going  on. 

June  16.—  From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Mortars  of  the  lower  fleet 
bombarding  the  batteries  during  the  watch.  The  rebels  not  replying. 
From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Brisk  firing  of  musketry  the  first  part  of  the  watch. 
From  8  to  meridian:  Saw  the  smoke  of  something  burning  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  upper  Port  Hudson  batteries.  Continual  reports  of 
musketry  and  some  artillery  and  great  guns  at  Port  Hudson.  From 
meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  The  Bee  came  down  with  dispatches  from 
Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Artillery  and 
musketry  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.:  Firing- 
in  rear  of  Port  Hudson  at  intervals.  From  8  to  midnight:  Steamer 
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( General  Banks)  went  up  river  with  dispatches  to  steamer  Sachem. 
Mortars  opened  tire  at  11:30  p.  m.  and  continued  until  12. 

June  17.—  Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Mortars  of  the  lower  fleet  tiring  at 
intervals  during  watch.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  The  steamer  Sachem  came 
down  and  anchored  ahead  of  the  Albatross.  Several  buildings  on  the 
left  bank  were  burned.  Heard  artillery  and  musketry  tiring  in  the 
rear  of  Fort  Hudson.  From  8  to  meridian:  Firing  heard  at  intervals 
in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Chief  Engineer  Kimball 
returned  on  board.  From  8  to  midnight:  The  steamer  Bee  came  down 
with  dispatches.  Two  rockets  were  sent  up  from  Fort  Hudson. 
Musketry  and  occasional  artillery  tiring  heard  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 

June  18. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Mortars  of  lower  fleet  bom¬ 
barding  the  rebel  batteries.  At  2:30  ceased  tiring.  Occasional  shots 
tired  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Hudson.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Light  tiring  of 
musketry  heard  during  first  hour  and  some  artillery  the  last  half  hour 
of  watch.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Heard  artillery  tiring  in  the  rear  of 
Port  Hudson. 

June  19. — From  8  to  meridian:  Mr.  Watson  and  Mr.  Eaton  went 
across  to  the  lower  fleet.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Artillery  firing  in  the 
rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  midnight:  Occasional  firing  at  Port 
Hudson. 

June  20. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  A  slight  firing  of  musketry  in  rear 
of  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  8  a.  in.:  Steamer  Bee  came  down  from 
Bayou  Sara,  bringing  dispatches  to  Commodore  Palmer.  From  8  to 
meridian:  The  signal  officer  receiving  and  sending  messages  to  our 
army  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Brisk  artillery 
firing  heard  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson,  the  rebels  replying  with  two 
guns.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Occasional  firing  of  great  guns  in  rear  of 
Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  midnight:  Mortars  of  the  army  firing  into 
Port  Hudson  and  the  enemy  replying. 

June  HI. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Heavy  fire  of  musketry  going  on  at 
Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  meridian:  Artillery  firing  in  rear  of  Port 
Hudson.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Slight  firing  of  musketry  and  artillery 
during  the  watch.  From  8  to  midnight:  At  9:30  p.  m.  heard  the 
report  of  a  large  gun  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  At  11  heard  another. 
No  other  firing  heard  during  the  watch. 

June  22. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Several  guns  fired  in  rear  of  Port 
Hudson  during  the  watch.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Firing  of  musketry 
and  artillery  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  S  to  midnight:  An  occa¬ 
sional  gun  at  Port  Hudson. 

June  HS. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  An  occasional  gun  heard  at 
Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Last  hour  of  watch  artillery  firing- 
heard  at  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  12  meridian:  Occasional  great  guns 
fired  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.:  Firing  at  Port 
Hudson. 

June  2 J — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  At  times  a  large  and  very 
strange  appearing  fire  inland,  to  southward  and  westward.  From  4  to 
8  a.  m. :  Guns  heard  occasionally  at  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  mid¬ 
night:  Occasionally  artillery  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 

June  25. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Slight  firing  of  artillery  and  mus¬ 
ketry  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Heard 
artillery  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 

June  26. — From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Heavy  firing  heard  at  Port 
Hudson.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Heavy  firing  at  Port  Hudson.  From 
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6  to  8  p.  m.:  Firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson,  the  rebels  replying  with 
their  guns.  From  8  to  midnight:  Moderate  tiring  of  mortars  and  great 
guns  on  Port  Hudson,  enemy  replying. 

June  27. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Cannonading  going  on  at  Port  Hud¬ 
son.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Artillery  firing  in  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 
From  8  to  meridian:  Artillery  firing  near  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  6 
p.  m. :  Firing  going  on  at  Port  Hudson.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Firing  at 
Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  midnight:  Occasional  guns  fired  in  rear  of 
Port  Hudson. 

June  28. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Occasional  firing  at  Port  Hudson  by 
the  army  mortal’s  and  great  guns.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Firing  heard 
at  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  meridian:  Firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hud¬ 
son.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  At  12:45  p.  m.  sent  Mr.  Meredith  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Banks’  headquarters  with  dispatches.  At  1  p.  m.  an  orderly 
came  on  board  from  the  general’s  headquarters.  At  2:15  p.  m.  the 
Bee  came  down  from  Bayou  Sara  with  dispatches  and  three  soldiers 
of  Seventy-fifth  Regiment  of  New  York  Volunteers  who  were  arrested 
at  St.  Francisville.  They  were  put  under  sentry’s  charge.  Our  bat¬ 
tery  on  the  left  bank  bombarding  the  citadel  all  the  watch.  From  4 
to  6  p.  m. :  Firing  of  great  guns  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to 
midnight:  Artillery  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 

June  29. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Mortars  and  batteries  of  the  army 
firing  from  the  rear  into  Port  Hudson,  the  rebels  not  replying.  From 
4  to  8  a.  m.:  Lieutenant  Higbee,  with  a  corporal,  went  to  the  army 
in  charge  of  3  prisoners  of  the  Seventy-fifth  Regiment  of  New  York 
Volunteers.  Occasional  firing  of  great  guns  by  the  lower  batteries 
on  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  meridian:  The  bombardment  of  Port 
Hudson  going  on.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Several  guns  were  fired  in 
rear  of  Port  Hudson  during  the  watch.  From  4  to  midnight:  The 
bombardment  of  Port  Hudson  going  on. 

June  30. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Brisk  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 
Meridian  to  8  p.  m. :  Firing  going  on  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 

July  1. — From  midnight  to  8  a.  m. :  Firing  at  Port  Hudson.  From 
8  to  meridian:  Firing  of  artillery  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  The  rebel 
guns  along  the  river  firing.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Lower  battery  firing 
slowly  but  steadily  during  the  watch.  Rebels  did  not  reply.  From 
4  to  midnight:  Occasional  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 

July  2. — From  11  a.  m.  to  12  meridian  the  heavy  guns  at  Port 
Hudson  engaged  our  batteries  on  the  point.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. : 
Heavy  guns  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson,  rebel  batteries  replying. 
From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Firing  at  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  midnight:  All 
quiet  at  Port  Hudson. 

July  3. — A  few  guns  fired  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson  during  the  watch. 
From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Transferred  to  the  U .  S.  naval  battery  in  rear  of 
Port  Hudson  ammunition.  From  8  to  meridian:  Chief  Engineer  James 
B.  Kimball  left  the  ship,  being  ordered  North.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. : 
Heavy  guns  were  fired  during  the  watch  on  the  right  of  our  forces. 
From  4  to  8  p.  m.:  Occasional  firing  in  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 
From  8  to  midnight:  Firing  going  on  at  Port  Hudson. 

July  J. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Occasional  musketry  and  artillery  fir¬ 
ing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  8  a.  in.:  Firing  in  rear  of 
Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  meridian:  Batteries  opened  on  our  batteries 
on  the  point,  which  returned  the  fire.  Batteries  in  rear  opened  on 
Port  Hudson  first  part  of  watch.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Firing  going 
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on  at  Port  Hudson.  Received  on  board  3  prisoners  sent  from  our 
forces  on  the  point  opposite  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Put  2 
negroes,  prisoners  (suspected  of  outrages),  in  double  irons.  Lively 
artillery  fighting  at  Port  Hudson.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Occasional  tir¬ 
ing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  midnight:  Gunboat  Arizona 
arrived  from  Vicksburg,  having  on  board  Colonel  Smith,  with  dis¬ 
patches  from  General  Grant  to  General  Banks. 

July  5. — From  8  to  meridian:  Occasional  guns  fired  at  Port  Hudson. 

July  6. — From  8  to  meridian:  Firing  at  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to 
6  p.  m. :  IT.  S.  batteries  opening  on  Port  Hudson,  which  returned  the 
fire.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Engaged  in  refitting 'rigging  that  had  been 
damaged  in  action.  From  8  to  midnight:  Made  a  steamer’s  light  up 
river. 

July  7. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  The  light  reported  the  previous 
watch  proved  to  be  the  steamer  Bee,  bringing  the  news  of  the  fall  of 
Vicksburg;  also  that  the  steamer  General  Price  was  aground  off  Pointe 
Coupee.  Sent  the  steamers  Laurel  Hill  and  Empire  Parish  to  pull 
her  off.  From  4  to  8  a.  m:  Steamers  General  Price  and  Empire  Par¬ 
ish  arrived  from  up  river.  Lieutenant  Watson  started  for  General 
Banks’  headquarters  and  Ensign  Hazeltine  for  the  lower  fleet  to  inform 
them  of  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg.  From  12  to  1:30  p.  m.  heavy 
cannonading  at  Port  Hudson  on  our  right  and  left  wings. 

July  8. — At  8:45  a.  m.  an  orderly  came  on  board  with  dispatches 
from  General  Banks  to  the  commodore.  At  9  a.  m.  started  fires  as  did 
all  the  transports.  At  9 : 30  the  Louisiana  Belle  started  for  Bayou 
Sara.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  The  army  at  Port  Hudson  signalized  to  us; 
answered  them.  Paymaster  Meredith  returned  on  board  from  New 
Orleans. 

July  9. — At  12:45  a.  m.  received  dispatches  from  General  Banks. 
At  1  ordered  the  transports  to  get  underway  and  report  at  Alt. 
Pleasant  Landing.  Colonel  Smith  came  on  board  as  bearer  of  dis¬ 
patches  from  General  Banks,  with  orders  to  report  for  passage  for 
Vicksburg.  At  3:30  a.  m.  the  transports  went  down  the  river.  At  9 
came  to  anchor  above  Port  Hudson  on  account  of  crank  pin  becoming 
heated.  At  10  got  underway  and  stood  down  past  Port  Hudson.  At 
10:10  the  army  firing  a  salute  when  the  American  flag  was  raised  over 
the  place.  At  10:45  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  below  Port  Hudson. 

July  10. — At  6  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  up  to  Port  Hudson 
batteries.  From  8  to  meridian:  General  Banks  visited  the  ship.  Left 
at  1  p.  m.  Called  all  hands  to  cheer  ship.  At  2:45  p.  m.  got  under- 
way  and  started  down  the  river,  Albatross  and  Estrella  in  company 
with  us.  At  3  passed  the  Winona,  with  dispatches  for  commodore  and 
Captain  Jenkins.  Sent  the  Albatross  after  those  for  the  commodore 
and  received  them  about  4  p.  m.  At  5:30  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off 
Baton  Rouge.  From  6  to  midnight  engaged  building  barricades  around 
poop,  etc. 

July  11. — Steaming  down  the  river.  At  9:30  a.  m.  anchored  off 
Donaldsonville.  At  10:50  a.  m.  went  to  quarters  and  prepared  for 
action.  Fired  the  forward  Parrott  rifle  at  the  different  points  as  we 
passed.  Fired  the  broadside  guns  at  embrasures  cut  in  the  levee. 
From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Steaming  down  the  river  in  charge  of  the 
pilot.  Passed  the  Alonongahela  and  ironclad  Essex  at  anchor.  Cheered 
ship.  Steamers  Albatross  and  Estrella  in  company.  F rom  4  to  6  p.  m. : 
Passed  the  sloop  of  war  Portsmouth  at  anchor  off  Carrollton.  At  6:30 
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p.  m.  passed  the  Pensacola /  rounded  to,  and  at  6:35  the  Pensacola  and 
Tennessee  cheered  ship,  which  we  returned.  At  6:40  came  to  anchor 
astern  of  the  Pensacola. 

August  1. — At  9:30  a.  m.  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Blade  Hawk ,  with 
Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  on  board,  came  down  the  river,  accompanied  by 
the  gunboat  Conestoga.  As  they  passed  they  fired  a  salute  of  fourteen 
guns,  which  the  U.  S.  ship  Portsmouth  returned,  and  we  cheered  ship. 
Admiral  Porter  visited  the  ship  and  was  received  by  the  marine  guard. 
From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Called  all  hands  up  anchor,  hove  up  port  anchor, 
steamed  up  the  river  and  turned  round.  Was  cheered  as  we  passed 
the  fleet,  which  we  returned;  stood  down  the  river  in  charge  of  the 
pilot. 

August  12. — At  1  p.  m.  came  to  off  the  navy  yard,  New  York. 

August  15. — At  8  a.  m.  the  French  ensign  was  displayed  at  th &  Worth 
Carolina’s  fore  and  a  salute  fired  in  honor  of  the  birthday  of  the 
Emperor.  At  11  a.  in.  hoisted  the  French  ensign  at  the  fore.  The 
U.  5.  S.  Miantonomah  was  launched  at  the  navy  yard. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Essex ,  Commander  C.  II.  B.  Caldwell , 

U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding. 

Sunday ,  May  4,  1863. — Off  Profit  Island. 

Monday,  May  5. — At  7:45  a.  m.  rebel  steamer  came  down  the  river 
under  a  flag  of  truce  and  landed  under  the  batteries  of  Port  Hudson. 
At  8:20  steamer  Iberville  came  up  the  river  with  flag  of  truce.  9:30 
rebel  steamer  Starlight  came  down  river  and  went  alongside  of  the 
Iberville.  At  11  Starlight  went  up  river  and  Iberville  went  down  river. 

Thursday,  Alay  8.- — Below  Port  Hudson.  Clear,  with  light  breeze 
N.  W.  12:20  a.  m.  steamer  Sallie  Robinson  went  down  river.  At  2 
all  mortar  schooners  were  in  line.  2:30  mortars  opened  fire  on  the 
rebel  batteries;  at  same  time  we  opened  with  our  forward  battery  and 
12-pound  howitzer.  2:35  Mr.  Parker  went  with  16  men  on  shore,  set 
fire  to  the  fence  and  brushwood,  cut  down  some  trees,  captured  a  bale 
of  cotton,  and  destroyed  a  picket  station.  Mr.  Parker  returned  at 
3:  30.  During  action  we  fired  36  rounds.  4: 30  ceased  firing.  11  a.  m. 
made  signal  for  mortar  boats  to  commence  firing. 

Friday,  Alay  9. — Below  Port  Hudson.  Calm  and  clear.  Mortars 
ceased  firing  at  12:30.  Fired  1  round  from  our  battery.  9:30  a.  m. 
Ida  commenced  towing  mortar  boats  into  position.  9:50  got  up 
anchor  and  moved  up  closer  to  the  batteries.  10  came  to  anchor. 
10:30  mortar  boats  commenced  firing  to  get  range.  12:30  tug  Ida 
went  down  river.  At  2  U.  S.  S.  Richmond  steamed  up  under  our  port 
quarter  and  commenced  firing  from  her  bow  rifled  guns  at  the  bat¬ 
teries.  At  3:30  Richmond  ceased  firing  and  dropped  down  to  her  old 
anchorage.  10  p.  m.  mortars  commenced  shelling  the  batteries. 

Sunday,  Alay  10.— 1  a.  m.  tug  Ida  came  up  river,  having  in  tow 
barkentine  Horace  Beals.  At  3:45  made  signal  for  the  mortar  fleet  to 
commence  firing.  Commenced  firing  from  mortars  at  3:52  a.  m. 
From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Clear  and  calm.  Mortars  shelling  the  rebel  bat¬ 
teries.  At  4:25  rebels  opened  fire  on  us  with  rifled  guns.  Immedi¬ 
ately  called  all  hands  to  quarters  and  opened  on  them  with  our  forward 
battery.  At  5:  05  Richmond  got  underway  and  came  up  alongside. 
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At  5 : 15  Richmond  opened  wi th  her  two  forward  rifles.  At  5:50  Rich¬ 
mond  fired  her  starboard  broadside.  All  ceased  firing  at  6:15.  Last 
part  of  watch  rebels  at  work  on  their  earthworks,  repairing,  etc. 
At  12  midnight  mortars  opened  fire  on  batteries.  1  ceased  firing 
and  commenced  to  shift  their  position.  Got  up  anchor  and  drifted 
down  to  an  anchorage  below.  At  10  a.  m.  steamer  Iberville  came  up 
and  landed  a  load  of  prisoners  on  the  point  ahead  of  us.  At  10:30 
rebel  steamer  Starlight  came  down  the  river  and  took  on  board  the 
prisoners. 

Tuesday ,  May  1%. — Below  Port  Hudson.  At  1  a.  m.  opened  fire  on 
the  batteries  with  our  forward  guns.  Mortars  opened  at  the  same  time. 
At  2  ceased  firing.  We  fired  9  rounds. 

Wednesday ,  May  13. — At  2  a.  m.  mortar  boats  opened  fire  on  the 
rebel  batteries.  At  3  mortars  ceased.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Fired 
one  shell  at  some  men  on  the  bluff'  and  several  at  the  house  on  the 
right  of  the  bluff'.  At  11  p.  m.  mortars  commenced  firing;  ceased  at 
12. 

Thursday ,  May  IT — At  12:10  p.  m.  U.  S.  S.  Genesee  came  up.  At 
3  p.  m.  came  astern  and  opened  on  batteries  with  her  100-pounder 
rifle.  At  4: 30  ceased  firing,  got  underway,  and  stood  down  and  anchored 
abreast  of  the  Richmond. 

Friday ,  May  15. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Mortars  commenced 
firing  and  ceased  at  2.  At  9  p.  m.  tug  Ida  came  alongside  with  Colonel 
Grierson  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Prince,  of  the  Seventh  Illinois  Cav¬ 
alry,  Lieutenant-Commander  Terry,  of  the  Richmond ,  and  Captain 
[John  L.]  Swift,  of  General  Grover’s  staff.  At  9:20  mortars  opened 
fire  on  the  batteries;  ceased  at  10: 20.  The  Ida  with  the  above-named 
gentlemen  on  board  left  for  the  Richmond. 

Saturday,  May  16. — From  8  to  midnight:  Mortars  opened  at  11; 
ceased  at  11: 40. 

Sunday ,  May  17. — From  4  to  6  p.  m.  At  5:10  opened  fire  on  the 
rebel  batteries  from  our  forward  guns;  mortars  firing  to  get  range. 
At  6:15  ceased  firing.  Genesee  came  up  and  made  fast  to  bank;  com¬ 
menced  firing  at  the  rebel  batteries  with  her  forward  rifle  gun.  At 
7:30  cast  off  from  the  bank  and  came  to  anchor  astern  of  the  Essex. 

Monday ,  May  18. — At  11:45  a.  m.  II.  S.  S.  Monongahela ,  bearing 
the  admiral’s  flag,  came  up  river.  At  5  p.  m.  the  Monongahela  went 
down  the  river.  At  5:40  Genesee  dropped  down  to  the  Richmond. 

May  18,  19,  21. — Mortars  firing  at  night  on  the  rebel  batteries. 

Friday ,  May  22. — From  3  to  6  p.  m.  transports  landing  troops  at 
Springfield  landing.  From  8  to  midnight:  Rebels  fired  two  guns  from 
the  batteries  and  a  fire  broke  out  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  oppo¬ 
site  the  batteries. 

Saturday ,  May  23. — At  3  a.  m.  mortars  opened;  3:30  ceased  firing. 
At  2:30  p.  m.  Captain  Alden  came  on  board;  3:10  left  ship.  3:40  got 
underway  and  steamed  over  the  river  to  sea  range  of  mortars.  3:  55 
mortars  commenced  firing;  ceased  4:45.  Steamed  back  to  our  old 
anchorage.  6  flagship  Monongahela  anchored.  10: 35  mortars  opened 
fire  on  batteries;  11:35  ceased  firing.  Fired  several  rounds  from  our 
forward  battery. 

Sunday May  21 — At  3:10  a.  m.  rebels  beat  the  long  roll.  From 
8  to  meridian:  Heard  occasional  firing  in  the  rear  of  the  batteries. 
2:10  p.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  up  opposite  the  Green  Bluff, 
commenced  firing  on  the  rebel  batteries;  were  in  action  two  hours; 
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were  struck  six  times,  damage  small.  Thomas  Bourne  (quartermaster), 
D.  O.  Lacey  [or  D.  O’Leary],  Frederick  Phillips,  Spencer  Drake,  Harry 
Chain,  seamen,  slightly  wounded.  At  4:30  dropped  out  of  action  and 
anchored  at  our  old  place  from  which  we  started.  At  8:30  tug  com¬ 
menced  towing  ud  mortar  boats  into  position. 

Monday ,  May  25. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.  heard  bring  in  the 
rear  of  Port  Hudson  and  saw  the  flashes  of  guns.  At  9  got  underway 
and  anchored  about  200  yards  farther  up  the  river.  Flagship  made 
signal.  Steamer  Antona  arrived.  Officer  arrived  from  the  army  and 
reported  having  established  a  line  of  pickets  from  Bayou  Sara  road  to 
the  river.  At  2  a  detachment  of  cavalry  arrived  at  the  top  of  the 
lower  battery,  a  detachment  of  which  came  on  board.  At  3  troops 
returned;  heard  heavy  firing  in  direction  of  upper  batteries.  From  8 
to  midnight:  Tug  Ida  towed  mortar  schooners  about  200  yards  farther 
up  the  river.  9  heard  a  volley  of  musketry  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 
From  11  to  12  heard  artillery  in  same  direction. 

Tuesday ,  May  26. — At  12  midnight  Hartford  opened  lire  from 
above  the  batteries,  1:30  ceased.  Heard  heavy  firing  in  the  rear  of 
batteries  at  intervals.  From  4  to  8  a.  m.:  Heard  firing  from  the 
Hartford.  6: 10  mortars  opened  to  get  the  range;  6:30  ceased  tiring. 
Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Fired  several  shell  and  shrapnel  at  rebel  works, 
Genesee  and  O.  H.  Lee  firing  at  same  time.  Heavy  shots  fired  to 
northward:  4  to  8  p.  m. :  Heavy  artillery  firing  in  rear  of  batteries 
at  intervals.  10  p.  m.  mortars  commenced  firing  one  shell  every  five 
minutes.  Occasional  shots  heard  in  the  rear  of  rebel  batteries. 

Wednesday ,  May  27. — Mortars  continued  bombardment  until  4  a.  m., 
when  they  ceased.  Heard  occasional  firing.  At  6  a.  m.  got  underway, 
called  all  hands  to  quarters,  and  steamed  up  toward  the  batteries. 
From  8  to  meridian:  Commenced  firing  at  the  batteries,  gradually 
nearing  them.  When  up  as  far  as  the  Green  Bluff  dropped  down  out 
of  action.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Heavy  firing  in  rear  of  batteries.  At 
6  flagship  made  signal,  get  underway.  Hove  up  anchor  and  went  up 
river.  7 : 30  tug  Ida  came  alongside,  and  we  dropped  down  to  our  old 
anchorage.  From  8  to  midnight:  Rebels  were  firing  toward  the  Hart¬ 
ford  about  once  in  thirty  minutes  during  the  watch. 

Thursday ,  May  28. — At  6:15  a.  m.  discovered  that  the  rebels  had 
mounted  two  guns  in  their  main  work;  opened  fire  upon  them;  mortars 
also  opened.  The  rebels  returned  the  fire.  Nobody  hurt.  We  were 
struck  several  times.  The  remainder  of  the  fleet  dropped  down  out 
of  range.  At  7,  our  shell  being  out,  we  ceased  firing.  From  8  to 
meridian:  Rebels  firing  occasional  shot  from  their  guns.  Sent  launch 
and  cutter  on  board  the  Richmond  after  ammunition.  Boats  brought 
on  board  100  IX-inch  shell  and  powder.  At  10  rebels  ceased  firing. 
At  11 : 45  gunboat  Kineo  came  up  the  river.  F rom  meridian  to  4  p.  m. : 
Carpenters  and  blacksmiths  repairing  damage.  At  7: 10 _  heard  mus¬ 
ketry  in  rear  of  enemy’s  works.  Musketry  continued  until  8:45  p.  m. 
with  occasional  discharge  of  artillery.  At  11  mortar  boats  opened  on 
the  batteries,  firing  one  shell  every  five  minutes. 

Friday ,  May  29. — Mortars  firing  at  intervals  of  five  minutes.  At 
12:50  (midnight)  rebels  opened  on  us  with  rifled  guns,  firing  at  every 
flash  of  the  mortars.  3:10  a.  m.  dropped  down  out  of  range,  mortar 
schooners  dropping  at  same  time.  5:50  heard  firing  from  the  upper 
batteries,  which  continued  during  the  watch.  From  8  to  meridian: 
Scattered  discharges  of  musketry  and  artillery  in  rear  of  enemy’s 
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works.  Admiral  Farragut  visited  the  ship.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.: 
Mortars  opened  on  batteries.  Gunboat  Kineo  came  up  andwTent 
down.  Put  under  arrest  Mr.  Charles  Burt,  third  assistant  engineer, 
by  order  of  Captain  Caldwell,  for  using  seditious  language.  11 : 15  p.  m. 
Monongahela  hoisted  two  red  lights  at  the  fore.  11:30  mortars  opened 
tire. 

Saturday,  May  30. — Mortars  firing.  At  12  (midnight)  rebels  return 
the  fire.  1  a.  m.  rebels  ceased  firing.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Heavy  mus¬ 
ketry  fire  in  rear  of  the  batteries.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Heard 
occasional  shots  in  rear  of  enemy’s  works.  11  p.  m.  mortars  com¬ 
menced  firing.  Rebels  shelling  the  woods. 

Sunday ,  May  31. — Mortars  continued  firing  at  intervals  of  five 
minutes  until  3  a.  m. ,  when  they  ceased.  At  4: 45  p.  m.  mortars  opened 
fire  on  rebel  batteries.  We  fired  several  shots  from  our  50-pounder 
rifles.  At  5:15  rebels  commenced  returning  the  fire.  Monongahela , 
Richmond ,  and  Genesee  opened  with  rifled  guns.  At  6  Richmond 
made  signal.  6:10  ceased  firing  on  both  sides.  At  10:30  p.  m.  flag¬ 
ship  Monongahela  dropped  down  abreast  of  the  Richmond. 

Monday ,  June  1. — At  12  (midnight)  mortars  opened  and  continued 
tiring  at  intervals  of  five  minutes  until  3  a.  m.  The  enemy  fired  dur¬ 
ing  this  time  15  shot  in  three  different  directions,  viz,  up  river  and 
to  the  rear  of  the  works,  left  and  right.  At  1:10  p.  m.  rebels 
opened  fire  from  upper  battery.  1:10  Richmond  opened  fire;  2:10 
ceased  firing.  Genesee  commenced  firing  and  continued  until  3:15, 
silencing  rebel  battery.  2: 15  steamer  Antona  went  down.  10  p.  m. 
mortars  opened  fire  on  rebel  batteries,  throwing  one  shell  every  five 
minutes. 

Tuesday ,  June  £.■ — lour  mortars  continue  filing  until  1  a.  m.  2:45 
enemy  opened  fire  from  upper  battery;  3:30  ceased  firing.  At  11 
p.  m.  mortars  opened  fire  on  the  rebel  batteries.  Rebels  firing  occa¬ 
sionally  and  shelling  the  woods  at  the  right. 

Wednesday,  June  3. — Mortars  continued  firing  until  2  a.  m.  The 
enemy  fired  6  shell  from  the  upper  batteries  in  the  direction  of  our 
armies  at  2: 45.  2:  30  p.  m.  heard  firing  in  the  direction  of  the  ai’my. 

At  10  p.  m.  mortars  fire,  throwing  a  shell  every  five  minutes.  Rebels 
commenced  shelling  the  woods.  Genesee  opened  fire  with  her  rifle. 
Rebels  ceased  firing  at  11:15;  Genesee  at  11:  30. 

Thursday,  June  J — Mortars  ceased  firing  at  2  a.  m.  At  1: 15  p.  m. 
steamers  Antona  and  Reliance  came  up  river.  2: 15  steamer  Saunders 
came  up,  went  over  to  opposite  side  of  river,  and  took  on  board  contra¬ 
bands.  4  Ensign  Shepard  went  on  shore  to  the  naval  battery  with 
the  following  men,  composing  the  IX-inch  gun’s  crew,  of  the  second 
division:  William  Lewis  (coxswain),  William  Shea  (coxswain),  J.  M. 
Leader,  Charles  Mitchell,  William  Bruce,  P.  Sullivan,  Charles  Muller, 
Thomas  Keefe,  Adam  Vulgart.  and  William  Seward  (seamen).  At  7 
p.  m.  received  12-pounder  howitzer  from  the  Richmond  and  sent  24- 
pounder  in  return.  10  mortars  commenced  firing  at  intervals  of  five 
minutes. 

Friday ,  June  5. — At  1 : 10  a.  m.  mortars  ceased  firing.  At  9: 30  a.  m. 
mortars  opened  on  batteries;  11:10  ceased.  At  12:10  p.  m.  General 
Dwight  and  staff  came  on  board.  At  12:30  went  on  board  the  Rich¬ 
mond  in  gig;  2  got  underway  and  came  to  anchor  near  the  old  tree. 
At  6  p.  m.  mortars  opened  fire  and  ceased  at  7. 

June  6  and  7.- — Mortars  fired  seven  hours. 
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Monday ,  June  8. — Musketry  at  intervals  in  the  direction  of  Port 
Hudson.  Mortars  fired  from  1  a.  m.  to  4  a.  m;  from  4  to  6  p.  m., 
heavy  artillery  firing  in  the  direction  of  the  army. 

Tuesday ,  June  9. — Mortars  fired  from  1  a.  m.  to  4  a.  m.,  and  opened 
fire  at  10  p.  m.,  firing  at  intervals  of  five  minutes.  Army  shelling 
rebel  works. 

Wednesday ,  June  10. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Mortars  firing  at  inter¬ 
vals  of  five  minutes.  Heard  occasional  firing  in  rear  of  batteries. 
From  8  to  midnight:  Occasional  shell  thrown  from  our  army  in  the 
rear  of  the  rebel  works. 

Thursday ,  June  11. — Mortars  fired  from  1  to  4:30  a.  m.  At  10:30 
the  Richmond  and  Genesee  opened  fire  on  the  rebels  with  their  100- 
pounder  rifles.  10:45  we  opened  fire  with  our  100-pounder  rifle. 
11:30  ceased  firing.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.  heav3T  firing  in  and  around 
Port  Hudson. 

Friday ,  June  1%. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Heavy  firing  in  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  batteries.  Mortars  firing  at  intervals  of  five  minutes. 
At  3  mortars  ceased.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Richmond  and  Genesee 
opened  fire  on  batteries;  ceased  at  5:30.  Occasional  firing  of  heavy 
artillery  in  rear  of  batteries.  From  8  to  midnight:  Our  army  shelling 
the  rebels  at  intervals.  11,  mortars  opened  fire. 

Saturday ,  June  13. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. ;  Mortars  firing  at  inter¬ 
vals  of  five  minutes.  At  3  ceased  firing.  Heavy  firing  in  rear  of  bat¬ 
teries.  At  11  a.  m.  flagship  hoisted  signal  No.  5.  Got  underway; 
moved  up  river.  Opened  fire  on  the  rebels  with  our  forward  battery. 
Mortars  and  all  the  fleet  firing.  12  (meridian)  ceased  firing.  12:30 
p.  m.  dropped  down  and  anchored.  2  got  underway  and  stood  close 
to  the  batteries.  Genesee  came  up  and  anchored.  3:  30  p.  m.  Genesee 
opened  fire  on  batteries,  which  was  returned.  Beat  to  quarters  and 
opened  fire  on  rebels.  5:10  ceased  tiring.  5:30  mortar  boats  came 
up  into  position  and  opened  fire  to  get  range.  11  p.  m.  mortars 
opened  fire,  one  shell  every  five  minutes.  12  (midnight)  all  mortars 
opened  fire.  10:45  sent  a  boat  on  board  flagship  with  dispatches 
from  General  Banks.  11  sent  a  boat  on  board  the  flagship  with  officer 
of  General  Banks’  staff. 

Sunday ,  June  1J — Mortars  ceased  firing  at  2  a.  m.  Occasional  fir¬ 
ing  from  heavy  guns  and  mortars  in  rear  of  enemy’s  works.  3:15 
sharp  firing  from  musketry  and  artillery.  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Heavy 
engagement  in  progress  in  direction  of  the  army.  8  a.  m  to  midnight: 
Occasional  firing  in  rear  of  batteries  during  all  this  day. 

June  16 ,  17,  18. — Mortars  firing  as  usual.  Occasional  firing  in  rear 
of  batteries. 

Thursday,  June  18. — At  3:45  p.  m.  Genesee  opened  fire  on  rebel 
batteries;  ceased  firing  at  4: 15.  4:30  p.m.  Monongahela,  bearing  the 

flag  of  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  went  down  river.  —  to  8  p.  m.  occa¬ 
sional  firing  in  Port  Hudson.  Genesee  fired  4  shell  from  her  forward 
rifle. 

Saturday ,  June  30.  —  Sharp  musketry  firing  on  the  right.  From  4 
to  6  p.  m. :  Genesee  and  Richmond  opened  fire  on  batteries;  ceased 
firing  at  6  and  6:10,  respectively. 

June  31-33. — Occasional  firing  in  rear  of  enemy’s  works;  sharp 
skirmishing  by  our  army  on  the  left;  musketry  and  artillery  firing  in 
rear  of  batteries  and  from  8  to  midnight  of  22d,  occasional  firing  of 
sharpshooters  along  the  lines  of  our  army. 
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Wednesday ,  June  From  8  to  midnight:  Battery  on  Green  BlnfT 

firing  one  gun  every  thirty  minutes  during  the  watch. 

Friday ,  June  86.'—  At  3:30  p.  m.  opened  fire  on  the  rebel  batteries. 
Richmond ,  Genesee ,  and  mortar  schooners  firing  at  the  same  time. 
The  Union  batteries  on  shore  shelling  the  rebel  works.  Rebels 
replied,  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  from  their  large  guns.  -4  to  6  p.  m. : 
Action  going  on  between  the  fleet  and  the  rebel  batteries.  The  artillery 
on  shore  also  engaged.  5:10  a  X-inch  solid  shot  passed  through  our 
starboard  smokestack,  down  through  the  deck  and  coal  bunkers, 
glanced  off  and  went  through  the  galley,  through  the  bulkhead  into 
the  water.  No  one  injured.  6 : 35  ceased  firing,  opened  fire  at  6 : 45  u  ntil 
7:30,  when  fleet  ceased  firing.  8  to  midnight:  Firing  from  mortars 
and  artillery  of  our  army  on  shore. 

June  27-30. — Firing  and  skirmishing  between  our  army  and  rebels 
on  shore. 

July  1. — From  8  to  meridian:  At  9:45  a.  m.  got  underway  and 
crossed  over  to  west  side  of  the  river.  Opened  fire  on  rebel  batteries 
with  our  forward  rifle.  Rebels  replied,  doing  no  damage.  11:30  ceased 
firing  and  returned  to  our  old  position.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Our  bat¬ 
tery  on  west  bank  of  the  river  shelled  rebel  works. 

Thursday ,  July  2. — Off  Port  Hudson.  Midnight  to  4a.  m.,  occasional 
firing  by  our  army  on  the  left.  At  6:30  a.  m.  our  batteries  on  west 
bank  of  the  river  opened  fire  on  rebel  batteries.  Rebels  replied.  7 : 30 
ceased  firing  on  both  sides.  9:30  got  underway  and  stood  down  river, 
rounded  Profit  Island  and  came  to  anchor  off  Springfield  Landing. 
11:45  the  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee  passed  by  the  mouth  of  the  chute,  going- 
up  river,  bearing  the  flag  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut.  3:45  p.  m.  got 
up  anchor,  dropped  down  to  southern  point  of  Profit  Island,  anchored 
in  2  fathoms  water,  10  fathoms  chain.  6:30p.  m.  steamer  Reliance , 
now  called  the  Hollyhock ,  came  alongside,  bringing  on  board  Com¬ 
mander  Robert  Townsend,  U.  S.  Navy,  ordered  to  relieve  Commander 
Caldwell,  who  goes  home  on  leave. 

Friday ,  July  3. — At  5  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  up  river. 
8  a.  m.  anchored  at  our  old  position  near  the  left  bank  of  the  river, 
below  the  batteries.  1 :10  p.  m.  steamer  Reliance  came  alongside  and 
took  on  board  Commander  Caldwell,  he  being  ordered  home.  Occa¬ 
sional  firing  along  lines  of  army.  8  to  midnight,  sharp  firing  of  mus¬ 
ketry  around  the  citadel. 

Saturday ,  July  J — Occasional  firing  during  the  day,  rebels  return¬ 
ing  fire. 

Sunday ,  July  5. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m.,  occasional  firing  by  skirmish¬ 
ers  on  the  right.  9  a.  m.  Monongahela  came  up  from  New  Orleans 
with  dispatches  for  the  admiral  and  for  General  Banks;  anchored  near 
flaghip.  11:30  Monongahela  went  down  river,  returning  to  New 
Orleans.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Rebels  firing  at  our  batteries,  which 
is  replied  to  by  our  batteries  on  west  bank.  6:30  p.  m.  P.  Sullivan  and 
C.  Chase  (seamen)  came  on  board  from  the  naval  battery  on  shore. 

_  Monday ,  July  6. — From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Our  batteries  on  west  bank  of 
river  shelling  rebels;  fire  replied  to  by  rebels.  8:10  Genesee  opened 
fire  with  her  rifle;  9  ceased  firing.  9:30  Park,  quarter  gunner,  and 
Rodgers,  seaman,  went  on  shore  to  naval  battery.  Battery  on  west 
bank  of  river  opened  fire;  return  by  rebels. 

Tuesday ,  July  7.-8  to  meridian:  Received  news  of  the  fall  of 
Vicksburg.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  At  meridian  fired  12  guns,  being 
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our  portion  of  100  guns  ordered  to  be  tired  by  Admiral  Farragut  in 
honor  of  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg.  2,  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee ,  bearing 
the  flag  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  got  underway  and  went  flown  the 
river. 

Wednesday ,  July  8. — Midnight  to  1  a.  m. :  Transport  Brown  came 
up  and  landed  a  section  of  artillery.  From  4  to  6  a.  m. :  Tug  Ida  came 
up  river,  bringing  Fleet  Captain  Jenkins.  Learned  that  Commander 
Abner  Read'  commanding  FT.  S.  S  Monongahela ,  was  mortally  wounded 
yesterday  while  passing  the  rebel  battery  opposite  White  Hall  Point 
(8  or  9  miles  below  Donaldsonville)  on  his  way  up  the  river  from  New 
Orleans.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Received  information  from  General 
Banks  (to  Captain  Jenkins)  that  the  enemy  had  this  morning  proposed 
to  surrender  Port  Hudson,  asking  that  commissioners  might  be 
appointed  to  meet  at  9  o’clock  a.  m.  and  agree  upon  terms.  2:30 
p.  m.,  under  verbal  orders  from  Admiral  Farragut  (at  Donaldsonville), 
brought  by  Captain  .Jenkins,  got  underway  and  went  down  river. 
6 : 30  came  to  off  Baton  Rouge. 

Thursday ,  July  9. — At  5  a.  m.  got  underway,  having  under  convoy 
steamer  Sallie  Robinson  with  300  troops,  to  reinforce  the  garrison  at 
Fort  Butler,  at  Donaldsonville.  8:40  came  to  off'  Plaquemine;  sent  a 
boat  on  shore  and  brought  on  board  a  contraband,  who  reported  rebels 
having  captured  4  of  our  troops.  Brought  forward  our  IX-inch  gun 
to  bear  on  supposed  direction  of  rebels  and  fired  two  shell.  2  p.  m. 
came  to  anchor  off  Donaldsonville.  2:30  captain  went  on  board  the 
Tennessee ,  flagship,  to  report  and  for  orders.  3:30  returned  on  board. 
7: 30  p.  m.  got  underway,  leaving  the  U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal  before  Don¬ 
aldsonville,  on  board  of  which  was  Admiral  Farragut,  and  went  down 
river  in  company  with  Monongahela ,  Tennessee ,  and  Kineo ,  having  as 
convoy  Sallie  Robinson ,  having  a  bark  and  a  schooner  in  tow,  a  stern- 
wheel  steamer  assisting  her.  7 : 30  fleet  engaged  a  battery  on  west  bank. 
8:30  engaged  another  battery,  rebels  replying.  9:45  another  battery 
opened  on  us;  we  replied.  Rebels  fired  us  with  musketry  all  along 
the  west  bank  of  the  river.  Fleet  shelling  all  the  batteries  as  they 
passed.  11  came  to  anchor  in  Grandview  Reach.  Note. — The  upper 
battery  engaged  by  us  this  evening  was  in  the  bend  of  the  river  oppo¬ 
site  White  Hall  Point.  The  guns  were  mounted  in  seven  embrasures 
cut  through  the  levee.  The  middle  battery  was  in  the  bend  opposite 
College  Point,  with  five  embrasures.  The  lower  battery  was  in  the  bend 
at  the  head  of  Grandview  Reach,  with  six  embrasures.  The  times  of 
passing  and  engaging  the  batteries  were,  respectively,  about  8:40, 
9:45,  and  10:40  p.  m.  We  are  so  slow  that  we  saw  no  more  of  the 
other  ships  from  the  opening  of  the  first  battery  until  we  anchored. 

R.  T.,  Commander. 

Friday ,  July  10. — In  Grandview  Reach.  At  5:40  a.  m.  an  officer 
of  the  Army  came  on  board  and  reported  gunboat  Nero  London  (on 
her  way  down  with  dispatches  announcing  the  surrender  of  Port  Hud¬ 
son)  disabled  and  ashore  close  under  rebel  guns  at  upper  battery.  7 : 20 
got  underway.  Monongahela  made  fast  alongside  on  our  starboard 
side,  assisting  in  towing  us,  and  went  up  the  river.  Tennessee  and  Kineo 
went  down  the  river.  7 : 50  went  to  quarters  for  action.  From  8  a.  m.  to 
4  p.  m. :  Clear  and  warm.  Ship  underway,  going  up  river.  9,  rebel 
battery  on  west  bank  of  river  opened  on  us  with  artillery  and  mus¬ 
ketry  "  We  replied,  as  did  the  Monongahela.  While  within  range  the 
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action  was  general.  We  received  no  damage.  9:30  opened  on  some 
embrasures  on  west  bank;  rebels  replied;  action  general.  After  pass¬ 
ing  battery  came  up  alongside  gunboat  New  London,  disabled  and 
aground.  Monongahela  cast  off  from  us,  took  her  in  tow,  and  got  her 
off.  We  went  up  and  opened  fire  leisurely  on  the  rebel  battery  above 
the  New  London ,  but  received  no  reply.  2:10  Monongahela ,  with 
New  London  in  tow,  made  fast  to  us  on  our  port  side  and  we  started 
down  river.  As  we  passed  the  two  lower  batteries,  rebels  opened  on 
us  with  artillery  and  musketry.  We  replied  while  within  range. 
None  of  the  vessels  received  any  material  damage.  3:20  came  to 
anchor  in  Grandview  Reach.  Kineo  took  the  New  London  in  tow  and 
proceeded  down  the  river  to  New  Orleans.  6:30  p.  m.  got  underway 
and  made  fast  to  the  Monongahela  on  her  port  side,  to  cover  her  in 
case  of  attack.  Note. — Last  night  and  to-day  the  Essex  was  struck 
nine  times  by  the  enemy’s  shot  and  shell.  One  penetrated  the  solid 
timber  of  the  starboard  forward  guard,  three  glanced  from  her  plating- 
on  the  sides  and  quarter;  the  others  passed,  respectively,  through  both 
sides  of  the  wheelhouse,  the  awning  rail,  and  furled  awning,  the  star¬ 
board  smokestack,  the  galley  funnel,  carrying  it  away,  and  the  two 
ventilators  forward.  The  musketry,  though  sharp,  did  no  particular 
damage.  We  expended  27  Parrott  100-pounder  rifle  shell,  35  IX-inch 
shell,  33  IX-inch  shrapnel,  55  32-pounder  shell — in  all,  150  shell  and 
shrapnel.  R.  T.,  Commander ,  U  8.  Navy. 

Saturday ,  July  11. — In  Grandview  Reach.  1:30  p.  m.  the  Hart¬ 
ford ,  Albatross,  and  Estrella ,  which  had  been  above  Port  Hudson  dur¬ 
ing  the  siege,  came  down  river  and  passed  on  to  New  Orleans,  reporting 
the  guns  withdrawn  from  the  batteries  above  us.  10:30  p.  m.  the 
Winona  came  down  river  bringing  Ensign  Shepard  and  gun’s  crew 
from  naval  battery  before  Port  Hudson. 

Sunday,  July  12. — 8:30  a.  m.  got  underway  with  Monongahela  tow¬ 
ing  alongside,  convoying  steamer  Time  and  Tide  past  batteries  which 
were  found  abandoned,  as  reported  by  the  Hartford.  At  2:45  p.  m. 
came  to  anchor  off  Donaldsonville,  where  the  Princess  Royal  was  still 
lying.  11:10  p.  m.  steamer  St.  Mary’s  came  up  the  river  and  went 
alongside  the  Monongahela.  Note. — The  St.  Mary’s  brought  up  Cap¬ 
tain  George  F.  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy,  who  took  command  of  the 
Monongahela ,  and  also  of  the  river  from  Port  Hudson  to  New  Orleans. 
The  Monongahela ,  since  her  former  captain,  Commander  Abner  Read, 
U.  S.  Navy,  was  mortally  wounded  when  passing  the  battery  opposite 
White  Hall  Point  on  the  7th  instant,  has  been  under  the  command  of 
her  executive  officer,  Lieutenant-Commander  George  Dewey.  R.  T., 
Commander. 

Monday,  July  13. — 6:15  a.  m.,  sharp  skirmishing  with  artillery  and 
infantry  going  on  about  2  miles  back  of  the  fort.  7:45  steamer  Union 
came  down  river  and  landed  at  the  fort.  8:  50  George  Hermans,  first- 
class  fireman,  died  on  board.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Several  transports 
arrived  and  landed  artillery  and  baggage  wagons. 

Tuesday,  July  28. — At  8:30  a.  m.  the  Monongahela  passed  down  the 
river.  11:30  the  Princess  Royal  got  underway  and  departed  for  New 
Orleans,  leaving  the  Essex  alone  of  the  Gulf  "Squadron  to  guard  the 
lower  river. 

Friday,  July  31.—  At  5  p.  m.  the  U.  S.  flagship  Black.  Hawk,  with 
Rear-Admiral  Porter  on  board,  and  the  U.  S.  S.  Conestoga  arrived 
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from  above  and  landed  below  the  fort.  Commander  Townsend  went 
on  board  the  flagship  to  report,  and  was  informed  by  Admiral  Porter 
that  the  Essex  was  transferred  to  the  Mississippi  Squadron.  At  about 
7  p.  m.  the  Black  Hawk  and  Conestoga  started  down  river. 

Tuesday,  August  25. — Off  Donaldsonville,  La.  At  9 : 44  p.  m.  steamer 
St.  Alary’s  started  down  river  for  New  Orleans,  having-  on  board  Mr. 
Parker,  executive  officer,  Mr.  Heap,  chief  engineer,  and  Mr.  Slamm, 
paymaster.  Note. — The  U.  S.  S.  General  Lyon ,  one  of  the  supply 
steamers  of  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  brought  us  100  shell  for  100- 
pounder  Parrott  rifle  and  a  quantity  of  purser’s  stores.  By  the 
General  Lyon ,  Commander  Townsend  received  from  Admiral  Porter 
orders  to  command,  as  divisional  officer,  the  First  District  of  the 
Mississippi  Squadron,  extending  from  New  Orleans  to  Donaldsonville. 

Thursday ,  September  3. — At  8:20  p.  m.  U.  S.  gunboat  Estrella  came 
down  and  anchored  astern.  Captain  [Lieutenant-Commander]  Cooke 
came  on  board  and  reported  to  Commander  Townsend.  At  9:10  sent 
boat  to  the  fort  to  bring  off  surgeon  of  post  to  visit  Doctor  Terry, 
who  is  very  sick. 

Wednesday ,  September  23. — At  2  a.  m.  heard  a  hail  from  north  bank 
of  river;  sent  boat  to  enquire  the  cause.  Men  on  shore  reported  Con¬ 
federate  soldiers  at  Branzier’s  plantation.  Heard  one  shot  at  telegraph 
station  and  one  shot  down  the  river.  At  10:45  p.  m.  hail  from  north 
bank  of  river,  reporting  guerrillas  at  telegraph  station,  in  camp. 
Opened  Are  from  our  howitzers  and  forward  and  second  division  guns, 
and,  with  intervals  of  rest,  shelled  the  camp  and  roads,  the  guns  of 
Fort  Butler  shelling  the  levee  at  the  same  time.  11:30  ceased  firing. 
At  12  U.  S.  S.  Kenwood  came  down  and  made  fast  alongside. 

Thursday ,  September  2 f — At  12:10  a.  m.  steamer  Star  Ugh  t  came 
up  river  and  reported  being  fired  into  at  White  Hall.  At  12:15  the 
Kenwood  went  up  river.  All  quiet  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river 
during  the  watch. 


Extract  of  journal  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Richm  ond ,  Commander  Alden , 

U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding. 

ATarch  16, 1863. — Mississippi  River.  At  10  a.  m.  all  hands  were  called 
to  bury  the  dead.  The  three  coffins  were  placed  in  the  port  gangway 
when  the  funeral  services  were  read  by  a  chaplain  who  was  on  board  as 
guest.  The  coffins  were  then  placed  in  the  boats  and  taken  ashore  and 
interred.  An  oak  board  was  placed  at  the  head  of  each  grave,  with  the 
inscription  painted  on  it  with  the  name  and  place  of  birth,  age  and  date 
of  death.  An  escort  of  marines,  commanded  by  a  corporal,  fired  three 
rounds  over  their  graves.  The  funeral  party  then  returned  to  the 
ship  after  burying  the  dead.  The  steamer  Reliance  went  down  to 
New  Orleans  this  morning.  She  took  all  of  the  wounded  off  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  vessels  and  the  crew  and  officers  of  the  Alississippi.  Over  100 
of  the  Mississippi's  crew  are  missing;  24  of  them  are  marines.  As 
•  the  steamer  shoved  off  from  us  we  gave  three  cheers  for  our  lieutenant- 
commander  and  three  for  all  the  crew  of  the  Mississippi.  At  10:30 
a.  m.  all  hands  were  called  to  muster  on  the  quarter-deck.  The  cap¬ 
tain  then  spoke  a  few  words  to  the  crew  and  returned  his  thanks  to 
them  for  their  gallant  conduct  during  our  late  engagement,  for  never 
had  men  stood  a  more  galling  fire  than  we  did  on  the  night  of  the  14th 
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of  March,  although  fate  had  decided  against  us.  After  passing  all  of 
the  batteries  and  overcoming  all  the  difficulties,  we  were  forced  to 
drift  down  the  river  again  from  whence  we  started.  All  of  the  pris¬ 
oners  who  were  under  court-martial  were  then  relieved.  Divine 
service  was  held  as  soon  as  the  captain  was  done  speaking.  The  chap¬ 
lain  then  offered  up  thanks  to  God  for  our  providential  deliverance 
from  the  hands  of  our  enemies  during  our  late  engagement.  The 
Genesee  was  sent  down  the  river  this  afternoon.  At  2  p.  m.  the  Hor¬ 
ace  Beals ,  supply  ship  for  the  bombers,  arrived  here  in  tow  of  the 
tugboat  Ida.  About  3  p.  m.  a  body  of  horsemen  were  seen  emerging 
from  the  woods  on  the  port  hand,  right  above.  We  fired  two  IX-inch 
shell  at  them,  when  they  skedaddled  a  little  faster  than  lightning. 
The  steamer  St.  Maurice  came  alongside  of  us  this  afternoon.  She 
brought  communications  from  the  army.  We  are  engaged  in  patch¬ 
ing  up  the  smokestack  and  repairing  the  port  steam  chest;  the  star¬ 
board  one  we  can  not  repair  here;  there  will  have  to  be  new  pipes  cast 
for  it.  The  weather  is  very  fine  to-day.  The  Genesee  arrived  here 
again  about  8  p.  m.  She  was  sent  to  Baton  Rouge. 

March  17. — Mississippi  River,  below  Port  Hudson.  We  have 
started  fires  this  morning  and  are  trying  to  get  up  steam  enough  to 
move  us  about  in  case  of  necessity.  Two  contrabands  were  brought 
on  board  this  morning.  They  stated  that  the  flagship  and  the  Albatross 
are  at  the  mouth  of  the  Red  River.  We  are  engaged  putting  every¬ 
thing  to  rights  again  about  the  ship,  repairing  the  rigging  and  stays. 
The  slings  of  the  main  yard  were  shot  away;  a  shot  passed  through  the 
head  of  the  main  lower  mast.  We  will  not  be  able  to  use  the  main- 
topsail  any  more  until  there  is  a  new  mast  put  in.  Three  transports 
came  up  this  morning  with  3,000  troops,  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infan¬ 
try.  We  landed  them  under  the  cover  of  our  guns.  They  are  going 
to  Red  River  to  open  communication  with  the  admiral,  if  possible. 
Just  as  they  marched  off  they  gave  three  cheers  for  the  Richmond , 
which  we  returned.  The  troops  took  no  baggage  with  them.  They 
had  cooked  rations  for  five  or  six  days.  The  rebels  are  in  a  great  stir 
at  Port  Hudson;  they  are  running  about  and  signalizing  from  one 
place  to  another  at  a  great  rate.  The  steamer  St.  Maurice  arrived 
here  at  1  p.  m. ;  she  brought  dispatches  for  us.  The  captain  of  the 
Monongahela  went  down  to  New  Orleans  in  the  tugboat  Ida ;  he  lost 
his  foot.  The  Monongahela  went  up  the  river  this  afternoon  and 
engaged  the  lower  batteries;  she  did  some  splendid  firing  at  the  bat¬ 
teries  with  her  200-pounder  rifle  and  Xl-inch  guns.  She  was  struck 
four  times  and  had  no  one  injured.  She  then  came  down  and  asked 
permission  from  us  to  go  up  again  and  give  the  rebels  another  round, 
which  she  did  in  a  splendid  manner.  The  Essex  also  opened  on  them. 
Some  of  our  officers  and  a  boat’s  crew  went  ashore  and  killed  four 
cattle,  which  were  brought  off  to  the  ship  for  us.  The  expedition 
which  started  out  at  noon  to-day  returned  about  6  p.  m.  They  were 
forced  to  return,  as  the  levee  had  been  cut  somewhere  up  the  river  and 
the  swamps  were  all  overflowed  with  water,  and  the  bridge  over  Fausse 
River  had  been  carried  away.  The  weather  is  very  fine  to-day. 

March  18. — Mississippi  River.  Our  cavalry  scouts  caught  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  and  5  men  opposite  Port  Hudson,  who  were  stationed  there  to 
signalize  to  the  rebels  all  our  movements.  The  officer  was  brought  on 
board  of  us  and  examined  and  then  sent  back  to  the  army  again.  A 
partjr  of  our  men  and  officers  went  down  the  river  in  the  Sachem  on  a 
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foraging  expedition.  We  are  engaged  to-day  repairing  the  damage 
done  in  the  late  engagement.  Nearly  all  of  our  boats  have  shot  holes 
through  them;  some  are  nearly  worthless.  The  gunboat  Kineo  was 
towed  alongside  of  the  levee  for  repairs  by  the  Genesee.  The  trans¬ 
ports  have  all  gone  down  the  river  and  the  gunboats  have  taken  their 
positions  close  to  the  bank  to  protect  them  in  case  of  an  attack.  The 
Sacliem  came  up  the  river  at  5  p.  m. ;  she  brought  us  beef  and  molasses, 
which  they  got  off  of  a  plantation  below  here. 

March  19. — Mississippi  River.  Two  steamers  came  up  the  river  last 
night;  one  of  them  was  loaded  with  troops.  At  1  o’clock  last  night  the 
rebels  opened  fire  from  the  upper  batteries.  The  river  was  covered 
with  a  dense  fog  at  the  time;  it  soon  cleared  away  and  the  rebels  had 
the  river  lighted  up  by  large  fires,  which  they  built  at  short  distances 
apart.  We  could  not  make  out  what  they  were  firing  at  unless  they 
saw  some  raft  or  something  drifting  down  in  the  darkness.  They 
kept  large  fires  burning  all  night,  and  would  fire  at  short  intervals  from 
the  upper  batteries.  Some  time  during  the  night  our  troops  set  fire 
to  a  lot  of  buildings  up  near  the  point.  At  9  a.  m.  two  transports 
came  up  the  river;  they  were  loaded  down  with  troops.  General 
Banks  came  up  with  them.  As  they  passed  us  they  cheered  us.  We 
manned  the  rigging  and  returned  it  with  three  cheers  for  General 
Banks  and  three  for  General  Dudley.  At  9:30  a.  m.  Generals  Banks 
and  Dudley  and  their  staffs  came  on  board  of  us.  The  troops  are  dis¬ 
embarking  on  the  port  hand  of  the  river.  At  11  a.  m.  the  iSallie  Rob¬ 
inson  went  down  the  river  with  a  load  of  contrabands.  Our  carpenters 
and  armorers  have  got  their  hands  full  of  work,  repairing  the  damage 
done  to  the  ship.  Our  troops  marched  out  to-day  on  an  expedition 
up  to  the  Fausse  River,  where  there  was  a  rebel  steamer  hid.  They 
routed  her  out  and  she  steamed  down  under  the  batteries  at  Port  Hud¬ 
son.  General  Banks  and  our  captain  went  on  board  of  the  Mononga¬ 
hela.  She  got  [up]  anchor  and  went  up  and  opened  fire  on  the  bat¬ 
teries  with  her  big  guns.  The  rebels  opened  fire  on  our  troops  as  they 
passed  up  close  to  the  point.  The  Monongahela  made  some  splendid 
shots.  At  5  p.  m.  another  steamer  loaded  with  troops  arrived  here; 
they  wTere  principally  all  cavalry.  The  weather  to-day  is  cloudy  and 
misty. 

March  W. — Mississippi  River.  A  transport  arrived  during  the 
night  with  more  troops.  Some  time  during  the  night  another  steamer 
came  down  under  the  rebel  batteries;  she  was  driven  out  of  the  Fausse 
River  by  our  troops.  The  Winona  went  down  the  river  this  morning 
at  daylight  and  took  the  Kineo  in  tow.  The  fog  was  very  thick  at  the 
time,  and  the  Kineo  got  aground  below  the  point  about  5  miles.  We 
sent  the  steamer  Morning  Light  down  to  her  and  she  succeeded  in 
getting  her  off  .  The  Monongahela  and  the  Genesee  went  up  close  to 
the  batteries  and  fired  their  long-range  guns  and  succeeded  in  driving 
the  rebel  steamers  out  from  under  the  batteries.  One  of  them  was 
struck  by  a  shot  and  disabled,  for  the  other  took  her  in  tow  and  went 
up  the  river.  We  got  up  anchor  at  4  p.  m.  and  took  up  our  position 
where  we  could  cover  our  troops  better.  General  Dudley  sent  us 
three  fine  cattle  and  a  lot  of  sheep  this  evening.  Our  troops  drove  in 
a  great  drove  of  cattle,  horses,  mules,  and  sheep  this  evening.  The 
most  of  them  were  put  on  steamers  and  taken  down  to  Baton  Rouge. 
The  gunboat  Winona  came  up  at  6  p.  m. 
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March  21. — Mississippi  River.  We  received  news  from  a  contra¬ 
band  that  the  admiral  has  left  Red  River  and  has  gone  up  to  Vicksburg. 
The  story  is  confirmed,  for  all  of  those  steamers  that  were  under  the 
rebel  batteries  when  we  made  the  attack  have  all  comedown  again;  there 
are  six  or  eight  steamers  under  the  batteries  this  morning;  one  is  a  long, 
black  ocean  steamer  called  the  Webb.  The  steamer  Morning  Light 
came  up  the  river  to-day;  she  brought  us  a  mail  and  a  great  quantity 
of  provisions  for  the  fleet.  We  are  engaged  to-day  taking  in  the  pro¬ 
visions.  At  2  p.  m.  we  sent  the  Genesee  up  the  river  to  rout  the  rebel 
steamers  out  from  under  the  batteries.  She  went  up  abreast  of  the 
Essex  and  opened  on  them  with  her  100-pounder  Parrott.  The  third 
shot  she  fired  the  steamers  put  out  up  the  river  as  fast  as  they  could 
steam. 

March  ft®. — Mississippi  River.  After  inspection,  at  9  a.  m.,  all 
hands  were  called  to  muster,  and  the  captain  announced  to  us  that  our 
late  executive  officer  was  dead.  The  captain  tried  to  speak  a  few 
words  of  comfort  and  encouragement  to  the  crew,  but  he  broke  down 
and  tears  came  to  his  eyes.  All  hands  were  piped  down  and  then  had 
divine  service  by  the  paymaster.  After  divine  service  all  hands  were 
mustered  around  the  capstan,  several  general  orders  were  read,  and 
the  Regulations  of  the  Navy,  by  the  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Terry.  Our 
troops  are  all  leaving  here  again  and  going  down  to  Baton  Rouge; 
they  have  all  left  except  one  steamer  load,  who  are  ready  to  embark. 

March  *23. — Mississippi  River.  It  poured  down  rain  all  night;  this 
morning  it  blew  so  hard  that  the  cable  broke  off  short  on  the  star¬ 
board  bow  anchor,  and  we  came  near  being  blown  ashore  on  the 
port  bank  of  the  river  before  we  could  drop  the  port  anchor;  this  is 
the  second  bow  anchor  we  have  lost  in  a  week.  We  bent  the  cable  to 
the  starboard  sheet  anchor  and  we  have  to  use  the  sheet  anchors  on  the 
bows.  As  soon  as  the  blow  was  over  we  got  up  anchor  and  steamed 
up  to  our  old  position.  The  Monongehela  went  down  the  river  at 
10  a.  m.  The  Laurel  Hill  came  up  from  Baton  Rouge  at  10  a.  m. 
Three  deserters  came  down  to  the  Essex  to-day  from  Port  Hudson; 
they  were  brought  on  board  of  us.  They  stated  that  times  were  very 
bad  among  the  rebels.  They  looked  as  if  they  were  half  starved. 
The  Monongahela  came  back  again  at  sundown  and  took  up  her  old 
berth.  The  gunboat  Sachem  was  sent  down  to  New  Orleans  at  7  p.m., 
with  dispatches.  It  has  rained  hard  all  day  long  and  the  wind  is  blow¬ 
ing  in  gales. 

March  2J+. — Mississippi  River.  It  rained  all  night  long.  The  river 
has  risen  very  much  these  last  few  days  from  the  heavy  rains.  The  river 
is  covered  with  driftwood  that  has  been  washed  off  of  the  lowlands.  All 
hands  were  mustered  around  the  capstan  this  morning.  At  9  o’clock 
our  cavalry,  under  Captain  Magee,  went  out  on  a  scout.  As  they  were 
some  miles  up  the  river  they  captured  a  steamer  coming  down  the  river 
laden  with  provisions  for  the  rebs;  they  set  fire  to  it  and  burned  it  up; 
they  captured  4  prisoners  also.  The  weather  has  cleared  up  cold  and 
windy.  As  our  troops  were  returning  they  had  to  pass  pretty  close 
to  the  point  opposite  the  rebel  batteries;  as  soon  as  the  rebs  saw  them 
coming  they  opened  fire  on  them  from  the  batteries,  but  did  not  do 
any  damage. 

March  25. — Mississippi  River.  Last  night  4  more  men  deserted 
from  Port  Hudson  and  came  down  to  us;  they  looked  very  hard,  and 
they  said  that  [they]  had  had  nothing  to  eat  for  some  days  past.  The 
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rebels  fired  from  their  upper  batteries  over  to  the  point  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river  at  some  of  our  cavalry,  who  were  scouring  the  country 
about  there.  One  of  the  shells  set  fire  to  a  house  on  the  point  and 
burned  it  down.  The  rebel  deserters  say  that  we  have  their  supplies 
cut  off  both  by  way  of  the  river  and  by  railroad.  Our  troops  took  three 
light  rifled  pieces  up  opposite  the  rebel  batteries.  They  opened  fire 
on  the  rebel  camps;  they  made  some  very  fine  practice  for  a  couple  of 
hours.  The  rebels  did  not  return  the  fire.  The  Laurel  Hill  went 
down  the  river  this  evening  and  took  the  6  deserters  we  had  on  board 
to  New  Orleans  and  the  mail. 

March  26. — Mississippi  River.  The  prize  steamer  Antona  arrived 
here  last  night  from  New  Orleans;  she  brought  us  a  large  mail  and 
dispatches.  Captain  Smith,  late  of  the  Mississippi,  arrived  here  in  the 
Antona  to  take  command  of  the  Monongahela.  Our  troops  have 
nearly  all  left  here  except  a  few.  They  set  fire  to  a  couple  of  old 
buildings,  which  made  a  great  illumination.  A  little  screw  steamer 
came  up  with  the  Antona  to  run  about  the  river  as  dispatch  boat;  it 
is  not  as  large  as  our  ship’s  boats;  we  could  set  [it]  inside  of  any  of 
our  boats.  The  mortar  boats  were  all  towed  down  the  river  about  5 
miles  below  the  bend,  by  the  gunboats.  The  Essex  has  shifted  her 
berth  and  took  her  position  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  above  the  other 
vessels.  W  e  received  information  from  deserters  that  the  rebels  were 
going  to  board  the  Essex ,  but  they  took  good  care  not  to  attempt  it. 
The  wreathe r  is  very  fine  to-da}u 

March  28. — Mississippi  River.  At  11  a.  m.  we  started  down  the 
river.  We  had  the  port  battery  cast  loose  in  case  we  saw  any  rebels 
on  our  way  down.  At  1:30  p.  m.  we  arrived  at  Baton  Rouge  and 
came  to  anchor.  The  bombers  are  all  at  anchor  here.  There  have 
been  several  buildings  burned  down  since  we  left  here. 

March  29. — Baton  Rouge.  The  steamers  and  transports  have  been 
busy  all  night  carrying  troops  down  the  river  from  here;  some  ten  or 
twelve  thousand  went  down  during  the  night.  They  are  going  on  an 
expedition  into  Texas  under  General  Augur.  At  5  p.  in.  the  steamer 
St.  Mary's  hauled  out  from  the  wharf  to  go  down  the  river.  General 
Augur  was  on  board;  we  gave  him  three  cheers  as  he  passed.  The 
weather  is  cold  this  evening. 

March  30. — Baton  Rouge.  More  troops  went  down  the  river  to-day. 

March  31. — Baton  Rouge.  This  afternoon  Generals  Augur  and  Dud¬ 
ley  and  their  staffs  came  on  board,  and  also  a  number  of  ladies.  The 
Fiftieth  Massachusetts  band  accompanied  them. 

April  1. — Baton  Rouge.  At  9  a.  m.  five  steamers  arrived  here  from 
New'  Orleans;  among  them  was  the  tugboat  Ida;  she  brought  us  a 
large  mail.  Two  or  three  steamers  went  down  the  river  loaded  with 
troops. 

April  3. — Baton  Rouge.  General  Weitzel  has  had  a  fight  with  the 
rebels  at  Bayou  Teche,  and  we  are  sending  him  reinforcements.  The 
steamer  Diana  was  captured  by  the  rebels  on  the  30th.  The  Genesee 
came  down  from  Port  Hudson  yesterday  and  reported  all  quiet  there. 
The  Essex  and  Winona  are  still  there.  Several  steamers  came  up  the 
river  this  morning.  All  the  troops  have  left  here  except  General 
Dudley’s  brigade;  have  Baton  Rouge  well  fortified. 

April  5.—  Baton  Rouge.  At  8  a.  m.  the  Iberville  arrived  with  rebel 
prisoners,  to  be  exchanged  at  Port  Hudson.  The  Essex  came  down 
the  river  at  11  a.  m. 
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April  6. — Baton  Rouge.  The  steamer  Iberville  went  up  the  river 
with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  exchange  the  prisoners  she  had  on  board.  The 
Essex  went  up  this  evening  also.  The  rebel  steamer  came  down  as  far 
as  our  gunboats  and  waited  until  the  Iberville  came  up,  when  they 
exchanged  the  prisoners.  All  the  land  on  the  port  hand  of  the  river 
is  overflowed.  The  rebels  have  cut  the  levees  above  Port  Hudson. 
We  have  the  little  tugboat  Ida  alongside  of  us  for  a  dispatch  boat. 

April  8. — Baton  Rouge.  This  morning  at  half  past  2  o’clock  a  small 
skiff  came  down  the  river  and  came  alongside  of  us;  the  admiral  sent 
his  secretary  and  a  negro  down  in  a  small  boat  to  communicate  with 
us.  The  flagship  and  Albatross  and  one  of  Porter’s  rams  are  lying  one 
mile  and  a  half  above  Port  Hudson.  The  admiral’s  secretary  and  the 
negro  arrived  here  safe.  The  rebels  hailed  them  as  they  passed  down, 
and  thinking  that  it  was  some  old  tree,  because  the  boat  was  covered 
with  bushes,  they  allowed  them  to  pass  unmolested.  The  gunboat 
Winona  came  down  the  river  at  4  a.  m.  to  coal  ship.  At  daylight  a 
boat  came  down  the  river  with  two  contrabands  in  it;  theA^  brought  a 
dispatch  from  the  admiral.  We  sent  the  tugboat  Ida  up  to  the  Essex 
at  1  p.  m.  with  dispatches;  she  returned  at  4  p.  m.  with  a  load  of  con¬ 
trabands,  who  were  sent  on  shore  to  the  army,  to  work  on  the  fortifi¬ 
cations.  The  steamer  Iberville  went  down  to  New  Orleans  this 
evening.  The  admiral’s  secretary  went  down  with  dispatches  from 
the  commodore.  We  drew  all  the  grape  and  canister  out  of  the  guns 
and  loaded  them  with  15-second  shell. 

April  9. — Baton  Rouge.  The  tugboat  Ida  went  up  the  river  this 
morning  with  some  army  officers  on  board;  they  are  going  to  try  and 
communicate  with  the  admiral.  A  steamer  came  up  from  New  Orleans 
this  evening;  she  brought  provisions  for  the  army.  The  Ida  returned 
from  up  the  river  at  9  p.  m.;  they  did  not  succeed  in  communicating 
with  the  admiral. 

April  10. — Baton  Rouge.  Several  officers  of  the  Signal  Corps  went 
up  in  the  Ida  to  try  and  communicate  with  the  admiral;  they  returned 
again  this  evening  and  reported  that  the  admiral  had  gone  up  the  river 
from  Port  Hudson. 

April  11. — Baton  Rouge.  The  steamer  Antona  came  up  from  New 
Orleans  this  morning  at  3  o’clock.  All  the  river  steamers  went  down 
this  evening. 

April  12. — Baton  Rouge.  At  10  a.  m.  we  had  general  inspection  at 
quarters.  At  10:30  a.  m.  we  had  divine  service,  which  was  read  by 
the  paymaster.  The  river  continues  to  rise. 

April  Ilf. — Baton  Rouge.  This  morning  we  are  engaged  fitting  the 
signal  platform  on  the  topgallant  mast  and  getting  it  ready  for  send¬ 
ing  aloft.  The  signal  station  will  be  over  200  feet  from  the  deck,  and 
then  there  will  be  another  long  mast  above  that,  about  40  feet  long, 
from  which  a  flag  will  be  attached  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  ves¬ 
sels  above  Port  Hudson.  We  can  signalize  either  by  our  own  ship’s 
signals  or  the  army  signals.  Just  as  we  were  starting  off  General 
Augur  sent  a  dispatch  on  board  of  us.  All  hands  Avere  called  aft  on 
the  quarter-deck  and  dispatch  was  read  by  the  first  lieutenant,  stating 
that  General  Grover  had  telegraphed  to  General  Augur  that  he  and 
General  Emory  had  recaptured  the  Queen  of  the  West  in  a  bayou  near 
the  Red  River.  At  5  p.  m.  we  arrived  at  Port  Hudson.  The  Genesee 
and  Winona  were  here  at  anchor,  close  to  Profit  Island. 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  789 

April  15. — Below  Port  Hudson.  At  10  a.  m.  we  got  up  anchor  and 
steamed  up  the  river  within  half  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the 
rebels’  lower  battery,  where  we  could  see  the  admiral  when  he  came 
down  the  river  to  the  upper  battery.  The  signal  officer  at  the  royal 
masthead  reported  that  he  could  see  the  masts  of  a  vessel  coming  down 
the  river.  We  hred  two  guns  loaded  with  shell,  which  would  burst 
in  the  air,  as  the  signal  agreed  upon;  they  were  answered  in  a  few 
moments  by  the  admiral.  He  soon  came  down  far  enough  when  the 
mysterious  conversation  began  between  him  and  us.  Messengers  were 
running  aloft  with  notes  every  few  moments.  We  steamed  up  still 
farther  to  the  batteries  and  came  to  anchor  where  we  could  talk  to 
the  admiral  all  day  long  and  night  also.  Five  officers  and  two  negroes 
went  across  the  point  of  land  to  carry  dispatches  to  the  admiral — one 
of  them  was  his  secretary.  The  admiral  signalized  back  to  us  again 
in  an  hour  after,  stating  that  they  had  arrived  safety. 

April  16. — Below  Port  Hudson.  This  morning  at  half  past  9  our 
officers  returned  from  the  admiral;  they  were  not  molested.  There  is 
over  1  mile  of  water  that  they  had  to  cross  in  boats,  and  wade 
through  the  rest.  The  Ida  was  sent  down  to  get  all  the  news  from  the 
army.  At  10  a.  m.  we  sent  a  master’s  mate  and  four  men  over  to  the 
admiral  with  the  mails;  soon  after  they  started  we  heard  firing  down 
the  river.  At  11  a.  m.  we  got  up  anchor  and  started  down  the  river 
to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  firing.  We  had  not  gone  more  than  12 
miles  down  the  river  when  we  met  the  Iberville  coming  up.  She  told 
us  that  all  was  well  at  Baton  Rouge.  W e  ran  up  close  to  the  batteries, 
for  we  could  not  get  the  admiral  to  notice  our  signals;  we  fired  three 
guns  to  attract  his  attention.  We  had  not  heard  if  our  men  had 
arrived  safety,  for  when  we  started  down  the  river  we  could  see  the 
rebels  landing  troops  on  the  point  where  our  men  had  to  cross.  At  6 
p.  m.  our  men  returned  from  the  admiral;  they  were  pursued  by  a 
party  of  40  rebels,  but  they  retreated  to  the  Albatross  and  she  shelled 
the  woods.  We  had  just  sent  another  large  party  in  quest  of  them. 

April  19. — Port  Hudson.  The  gunboat  Genesee  arrived  here  at  sun¬ 
down  and  the  Ida  left  for  Baton  Rouge.  The  river  is  rising  very 
rapidly. 

April  20. — Port  Hudson.  This  morning  at  daylight  the  gunboats 
Genesee  and  Winona  went  down  the  river. 

April  21. — Port  Hudson.  At  10  a.  m.  a  party  of  contrabands  came 
down  on  the  levee,  about  20  in  number.  One  of  the  men  had  an  iron 
yoke  fastened  around  his  neck.  He  was  brought  on  board,  and  the 
blacksmith  took  it  oil'. 

April  23. — Port  Hudson.  The  Genesee  arrived  here  last  night  in 
company  with  the  tugboat  Ida.  A  very  large  raft  passed  down  the 
river  last  evening;  the  boats  of  the  Essex  and  ours  tried  to  tow  it  into 
the  bank,  but  it  was  too  large;  they  could  not  manage  it,  and  they  had 
to  let  it  go  again.  The  flagship  came  down  the  river  just  above  the 
batteries.  At  1  o’clock  p.  m.  we  got  up  anchor  and  steamed  up  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  lower  batteries,  where  we  came  to  anchor,  and  we 
could  signalize  the  admiral.  W  e  are  engaged  to-day  blacking  the  ship 
outside  and  setting  up  the  stays.  The  rebels  seem  to  be  stirring  about 
to-day  in  the  batteries;  they  do  not  like  our  movements,  for  they  seem 
to  be  making  a  great  bustle  about  something. 

April  21 — Port  Hudson.  We  could  not  signalize  with  the  admiral 
until  about  11  o’clock— until  the  fog  cleared  away.  The  Genesee  took 
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up  her  position  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  this  morning  to  protect 
any  parties  coming  from  the  flagship  across  the  point.  A  party  of 
our  men  crossed  over  to  the  admiral  with  his  mails  and  returned 
safely.  The  admiral  went  up  this  evening. 

April  25. — Port  Hudson.  This  morning  at  8  a.  m.  the  U.  S.  mail 
boat  Union  and  the  steamer  Antona  arrived  here.  At  4  p.  m.  we  got 
up  anchor  and  headed  down  the  river.  At  6  p.  m.  we  arrived  at  Baton 
Rouge  and  came  to  anchor  opposite  the  hospital.  The  gunboat  Winona 
went  up  the  river  soon  after  we  arrived  here  to  keep  the  Essex 
company. 

April  26. — Baton  Rouge.  The  troops  have  been  very  busy  since  we 
left  here  last,  for  they  have  got  nearly  all  the  fortifications  finished 
around  Baton  Rouge. 

April  27. — Mississippi  River.  At  half  past  7  a.  m.  the  transport 
Maratanza  arrived  here  with  troops.  At  8:15  a.  m.  General  Augur 
and  Brigadier-General  Ullmann  came  on  board  of  us  with  their  staff 
officers.  We  stood  up  the  river.  At  11:30  a.  m.  we  met  the  Essex  15 
miles  above  Baton  Rouge.  At  12: 30  p.  m.  we  arrived  below  the  batter¬ 
ies  at  Port  Hudson  and  came  to  anchor  in  easy  range  of  the  lower  bat¬ 
teries.  Generals  Augur  and  Ullmann  came  up  with  us  to  make  a 
rec-onnoissance  of  the  batteries.  At  3:30  p.  m.  we  started  down  the 
river,  and  arrived  at  Baton  Rouge  at  5:30  p.  m. 

May  1. — At  1:30  p.  m.  we  started  up  the  river.  We  passed  the 
Essex  about  10  miles  below  Port  Hudson,  and  gave  her  orders  to  fol¬ 
low  us  up.  We  arrived  within  three-fourths  of  a  mile  of  the  lower 
batteries  at  6  p.  m.  and  came  to  anchor.  The  Essex  took  her  position 
on  the  port  side  of  the  river.  The  weather  is  extremely  hot  to-day. 

May  2. — Port  Hudson.  The  Ida  and  Sallie  Robinson  came  up  this 
afternoon,  and  then  returned.  Some  of  our  officers  went  down  to 
[New]  Orleans.  The  admiral  did  not  come  down  to-day.  We  have 
been  looking  for  him  all  day. 

May  3. — Port  Hudson.  The  Sallie  Robinson  arrived  here  early  this 
morning  from  Baton  Rouge  with  dispatches  for  us  and  the  admiral 
from  General  Augur.  At  9  a.  m.  all  hands  were  called  to  muster  on 
the  quarter-deck,  when  the  dispatch  sent  by  General  Augur  was  read 
by  the  first  lieutenant,  stating  that  Colonel  Grierson  had  arrived 
safely  at  Baton  Rouge  with  two  regiments  of  Illinois  cavalry.  They 
started  fifteen  days  ago  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  and  traveled  through 
the  enemy’s  country,  destining  everything  in  their  way.  They  heard 
heavy  firing  at  Grand  Gulf;  that  accounts  for  the  nonarrival  of  the 
admiral. 

May  A — A  great  number  of  dead  horses  and  mules  came  floating 
down  the  river  to-day,  and  also  a  great  quantity  of  cotton.  The  river 
has  commenced  falling  very  fast. 

May  5. — Port  Hudson.  This  morning  at  9  the  rebel  steamer  Star¬ 
light  came  down  from  Port  Hudson  with  a  flag  of  truce;  at  the 
same  time  the  steamer  Iberville  came  up  the  river  with  150  paroled 
prisoners.  They  were  put  on  board  of  the  rebel  steamer  Starlight. 
They  had  no  Union  prisoners  to  exchange.  At  9: 30  a.  m.  the  steamer 
Starlight  went  up  to  Port  Hudson  and  landed  her  prisoners;  she  then 
went  up  the  river.  At  1  p.  m.  the  flagship  came  down  the  river.  Soon 
after  the  admiral  came  to  anchor  we  heard  very  rapid  firing  from  the 
direction  of  the  flagship.  Soon  a  large  smoke  ascended  above  the  trees 
on  the  point,  and  the  rebs  that  were  on  the  point  skedaddled  in  haste 
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over  to  the  batteries.  The  admiral  had  shelled  the  building  that  con¬ 
tained  4,000  barrels  of  corn  and  totally  destroyed  it. 

May  6. — The  flagship  went  up  the  river  this  morning.  The  tug¬ 
boat  Ida  arrived  here  this  morning  with  one  of  the  bombers  in  tow. 
All  the  mortar  schooners  are  ordered  up  from  Baton  Rouge.  Admiral 
Porter  has  gone  up  the  Red  River  with  his  ironclads.  General  Banks 
and  General  Grant  have  communication  by  the  Red  River.  More  dead 
horses  have  floated  down  by  us  to-day. 

May  7. — Port  Hudson.  At  5  p.  m.  the  Ida  came  up  with  a  bomber 
in  tow;  she  brought  us  a  large  mail.  At  9  p.  m.  the  steamer  Sallie 
Robinson  arrived  here  with  two  bombers  in  tow. 

May  8. — Port  Hudson.  At  11  a.  m.  the  Laurel  Hill  arrived  here 
with  a  bomber  in  tow.  The  Essex  went  up  close  under  the  lower  bat¬ 
teries  to  protect  the  bombers.  The  Laurel  Hill  and  Lda  are  engaged 
putting  the  bombers  in  position.  At  1:30  p.  m.  the  bombers  and  the 
Essex  opened  fire  on  the  batteries;  they  made  some  very  fine  practice. 
We  fired  about  half  a  dozen  shots  from  our  100  pounder-Parrott  at  the 
upper  batteries;  we  made  excellent  shots;  the  most  of  them  burst 
over  the  batteries,  throwing  up  clouds  of  dust  and  dirt  from  the  rebel 
works.  At  4  p.  m.  we  made  signal  for  the  bombers  to  cease  firing. 

May  9. — Port  Hudson.  At  12  last  night  the  bombers  opened  fire  on 
the  batteries.  The  rebels  thought  that  we  were  up  to  something,  and 
they  lighted  large  fires  along  the  banks  to  expose  any  vessel  that  might 
attempt  to  pass.  One  of  the  bombers’  shell  struck  one  of  these  large 
fires  and  sent  the  burning  wood  flying  in  air.  The  rebs  soon  found 
out  that  their  lights  only  served  as  marks  for  the  bombers  to  lire  at. 
We  kept  up  a  pretty  steady  fire  for  an  hour,  when  we  made  signal 
for  the  bombers  to  cease.  At  9  a.  m.  the  bombers  opened  fire  on  the 
batteries.  Soon  after  we  sent  the  tugboat  Ida  up  and  towed  the 
bombers  up  about  500  yards  farther,  where  they  could  get  a  better 
view.  They  opened  fire  again  at  all  ranges.  One  shell  set  fire  to  a 
house  and  burned  it  down.  They  kept  up  a  steady  lire  until  12  o’clock, 
when  they  ceased.  They  got  all  the  ranges  of  the  different  batteries, 
which  they  could  not  get  at  night.  The  rebels  have  one  work  about  a 
mile  from  the  bombers,  on  the  top  of  the  bank,  which  the  shell  from 
the  bombers  tore  to  pieces.  They  had  no  guns  mounted  in  it;  it  was 
intended  for  field  batteries,  to  annoy  the  bombers.  At  3:30  we 
started  up  the  river;  we  passed  the  bombers  and  went  above  the  Essex 
and  opened  fire  with  our  bow  guns,  the  100-pounder  Parrott  and  the 
IX-inch.  We  made  some  splendid  shots  amongst  the  rebel  cam^s  and 
at  their  batteries.  We  fired  our  IX-inch  principally  on  the  point  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  where  there  are  some  rebel  pickets. 
We  went  up  close  to  the  first  battery,  but  they  could  not  bring  their 
guns  to  bear  on  us,  for  we  kept  close  to  the  shore.  After  firing  about 
twenty  shots  we  dropped  down  to  our  old  berth  again. 

May  10—  Port  Hudson.  At  10  o’clock  last  night  the  bombers  opened 
fire  on  the  batteries;  they  kept  up  a  steady  fire  for  an  hour  and  a 
quarter,  when  the  signal  was  made  for  them  to  cease.  The  bombers 
made  the  best  shots  that  time  that  they  have  made  yet;  their  shells 
burst  all  over  the  rebel  batteries;  some  of  them  were  thrown  back  in 
the  country  amongst  the  camps.  At  daylight  this  morning  the  rebels 
opened  fire  on  the  Essex  and  the  bombers  with  three  or  four  batteries 
of  field  artillery;  their  fire  was  very  rapid  at  first  and  their  shot  fell 
around  the  bombers  like  hail,  but  they  were  not  long  in  returning  the 
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fire  with  their  broadside  guns  and  their  Xlll-inc.h  mortars.  We 
slipped  our  cable  and  put  on  all  steam  and  were  soon  up  to  the  bombers 
to  aid  them.  The  smaller  pieces  were  forced  to  leave  the  field,  for  the 
fire  of  the  bombers  was  making  it  very  hot  for  them.  The  Essex  was 
driving  at  them  with  all  her  might.  By  this  time  we  were  up  opposite 
the  Essex  and  the  rebel  shots  were  all  directed  at  us.  We  were  replying 
with  our  bow  guns;  one  large  rifle  shot  struck  us  under  the  counter  and 
threw  the  spray  over  the  ship,  but  did  no  damage.  As  soon  as  we  got 
above  the  Essex  we  swung  around  and  gave  them  our  whole  starboard 
broadside.  The  effect  was  grand,  for  by  the  time  we  had  swung 
around  to  give  them  another  broadside  they  were  all  silenced  and  the 
firing  ceased.  We  stayed  about  there  for  about  an  hour,  but  the  rebs 
had  got  quite  enough,  for  they  did  not  reply  again.  The  bombers 
were  not  damaged.  The  Essex  was  struck  a  fewtimes,  but  not  injured. 
We  dropped  down  to  our  old  berth  and  picked  up  our  buoy  and  came  to 
anchor  again.  The  Ida  came  up  this  morning  with  the  Horace  Beals 
in  tow. 

May  11. — Port  Hudson.  At  12  last  night  the  bombers  opened  fire 
on  the  batteries;  they  kept  up  a  splendid  fire  until  1:15  a.  m.,  when 
the  signal  was  made  to  cease.  After  they  had  ceased  firing  they 
dropped  down  the  river  about  800  yards,  behind  the  point  that  makes 
out  from  the  bank,  where  the  rebel  artillery  can  not  be  brought  to 
bear  on  them.  They  can  be  moved  up  again  when  they  want  to  open 
fire;  at  the  same  time  it  will  prevent  the  rebels  from  bringing  their 
artillery  to  bear  on  them.  At  10  a.  m.  the  Iberville  came  up  with  a 
flag  of  truce.  She  had  between  three  and  four  hundred  rebel  pris¬ 
oners  on  board.  The  Iberville  went  up  to  the  batteries  at  Port  Hud¬ 
son,  where  the  paroled  prisoners  were  landed. 

May  12. — Port  Hudson.  At  1  a.  m.  the  bombers  opened  fire  on  the 
batteries;  they  kept  up  a  splendid  fire  until  2  a.  m.,  when  they  ceased. 
We  received  news  from  planters  about  Port  Hudson  that  the  fire  of 
the  bombers  was  very  destructive  to  the  rebels. 

May  13. — Port  Hudson.  At  2  a.  m.  the  bombers  opened  fire  for 
an  hour  on  the  rebels.  About  3  o’clock  two  deserters  came  down  from 
Port  Hudson  in  a  small  skiff  and  reported  that  the  rebs  are  about 
evacuating  Port  Hudson.  At  1  p.  m.  the  Essex  opened  fire  on  the 
lower  battery.  They  could  see  the  rebels  working  at  something  there. 

May  II — Port  Hudson.  At  11  o’clock  last  night  the  bombers 
opened  fire  on  the  enemy.  At  12  o’clock  they  ceased  firing. 

May  7d.— -Port  Hudson.  The  bombardment  was  repeated  from  1  to 
2  this  morning;  the  enemy  made  response  to  our  fire.  At  5  p.  m.  the 
tug  Ida  came  up  from  Baton  Rouge.  Colonel  Grierson  and  several 
other  army  officers  came  up  in  the  Ida  to  take  a  look  at  Port  Hudson. 
At  9  p.  m.  the  bombers  opened  fire  on  the  batteries.  At  11  p.  m.  the 
bombers  ceased  firing. 

_  May  17. — Port  Id  udson.  N  othing  unusual  occurred  yesterday  worth}' 
of  note  until  11  o’clock  last  night,  when  the  bombers  opened  fire  on 
the  batteries;  they  kept  up  the  bombardment  for  an  hour.  At  5  p.  m. 
the  Essex  opened  fire  on  the  rebels;  thev  were  working  on  the  crest  of 
a  hill  just  below  their  lower  battery.  Soon  after  the  bombers  opened 
with  their  XIH-inch  mortars.  The  rebels  returned  a  few  shots  from 
the  hill,  but  soon  were  silenced. 

May  18.  Port  Hudson.  At  11:50  a.  m.  the  Monongahela.  came  in 
sight  with  the  admiral  on  board.  We  fired  a  salute  of  seventeen  guns 
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for  him,  which  he  returned  with  eleven  guns  for  our  captain.  To-day 
at  1  p.  m.  a  large  body  of  Union  cavalry  arrived  opposite  us  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river.  They  are  going  to  clear  the.  point  opposite  to  Port 
Hudson,  where  there  is  a  nest  of  rebels  conveying  supplies  across  to 
Port  Hudson  nearly  every  day.  At  4  p.  m.  the  Monongaliela  went 
down  the  river.  At  5:30  our  cavalry  returned  and  brought  in  a  great 
drove  of  cattle  and  more  prisoners,  who  were  brought  on  board  of  us. 
At  10  p.  m.  the  St.  Mary's  came  up  with  a  number  of  officers  and  ladies 
on  board  to  witness  the  bombers  shelling  Port  Hudson. 

May  19.  — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  opened  tire  last  night  between 
11  and  12  o’clock.  Colonel  Grierson’s  cavalry  left  here  to-day  and 
drove  the  cattle  with  them  down  to  Baton  Rouge.  Heavy  firing  was 
heard  in  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson  to-day. 

May  20. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  opened  fire  on  the  batteries 
from  11  until  12  o’clock  last  night.  At  2  p.  m.  the  gunboat  Kineo 
arrived  here  from  New  Orleans.  She  took  up  her  station  in  rear  of 
the  bombers. 

May  21. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  continued  the  bombardment 
last  night  from  1  until  2  a.  m.  The  river  is  falling  very  fast. 

May  22. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  opened  fire  last  night  from 
10:30  until  12  o’clock.  This  morning  the  transports  Sallie  Robinson , 
St.  Maurice ,  and  Time  and  Tide  came  up  around  Profit  Island  loaded 
with  troops.  We  sent  the  Kineo  to  cover  their  landing.  They  are 
mostly  black  regiments.  A  party  of  cavalry  made  a  reconnoissance 
this  afternoon  up  above  the  Essex.  The  army  is  making  preparations 
for  attacking  Port  Hudson  in  the  front  and  rear  at  the  same  time. 
The  Hartford  came  down  to  the  point  this  afternoon.  The  signal  guns 
were  fired  to  make  known  their  arrival.  We  held  communication  with 
her  all  afternoon.  At  3  p.  m.  we  got  up  anchor  and  steamed  up  to  the 
head  of  Profit  Island,  where  we  could  hold  communication  with  the 
Kineo  back  of  the  island,  and  she  can  communicate  to  Baton  Rouge  by 
signals.  The  Genesee  lies  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  to  cover  any 
parties  that  may  attempt  to  cross  from  the  Hartford.  The  weather  is 
very  unfavorable  to  the  army  movements  to-day. 

May  23. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  opened  on  the  batteries  from 
2:30  until  4  a.  m.  The  rebels  seemed  to  be  very  uneasy  in  Port  Hud¬ 
son  last  night;  we  could  see  quite  an  unusual  stir  amongst  them.  At 
1  p.  m.  all  hands  were  called  to  muster  on  the  quarter-deck,  when  a 
telegraphic  dispatch  was  read,  sent  by  General  Augur  to  Captain 
Alden,  stating  that  he  had  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Grant  to 
the  effect  that  Grant  had  whipped  the  rebel  Johnston  and  taken  61 
pieces  of  artillery  from  him  and  had  surrounded  Vicksburg,  and  also 
that  General  Grover’s  division  had  landed  at  Bayou  Sara  and  that  he 
was  only  3  miles  above  Port  Hudson.  Colonel  Grierson’s  cavalry 
had  gone  over  to  him  from  Augur’s  division.  Port  Hudson  is  com¬ 
pletely  surrounded  on  all  sides.  At  2  the  Hartford  fired  shell 
into  the  woods  above  Port  Hudson.  The  Ida  went  down  to  Baton 
Rouge  with  the  mails  this  morning.  At  5:30  p.  m.  she  returned,  in 
company  with  the  Monongahela.  The  admiral  is  on  board  of  her.  At 
4  p.  m.  the  Essex  got  underway  and  ran  up  close  to  the  batteries.  At 
the  same  time  the  bombers  opened  fire,  but  the  rebels  did  not  respond 
to  it.  The  Essex  came  to  her  berth  again.  Some  of  Admiral  Porter’s 
fleet  came  down  to  the  point  this  evening. 
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May  24.. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  and  the  Essex  opened  fire  at 
10:30  last  night,  which  they  kept  up  until  12.  At  10  a.  m.  we  had 
our  usual  Sunday  morning  exercise.  Heavy  firing  is  heard  in  the  rear 
of  Port  Hudson  this  morning.  Our  forces  have  attacked  the  rebels. 
At  1  p.  m.  the  firing  is  very  rapid  in  the  rear.  At  1:30  p.  m.  the 
Essex  got  underway  and  steamed  ahead.  The  bombers  opened  a  rapid 
fire  on  the  batteries.  At  2  p.  m.  signal  was  made  from  the  flagship  to 
get  underway.  The  Essex  took  the  right  bank  of  the  river  and  ran  up 
under  the  first  battery,  where  they  could  not  hit  her.  We  then  took 
the  lead  on  the  left  bank,  the  flag  on  our  quarter.  The  Genesee  kept 
on  the  right  bank  with  the  Essex.  We  steamed  up  until  we  got  within 
range  of  the  first  battery,  which  we  silenced  with  our  long-range  gun. 
We  then  kept  on  up  until  we  came  within  range  of  a  place  called  the  “cit¬ 
adel,”  where  the  rebels  had  some  very  heavy  guns  mounted,  which 
were  plowing  the  water  up  about  us.  This  battery  we  soon  silenced. 
We  tore  up  the  works  and  dismounted  some  of  the  guns.  We  had  to 
be  very  careful  that  we  did  not  fire  in  the  rear,  for  fear  of  hurting  our 
own  troops.  The  rebels  replied  from  their  upper  batteries  very  often, 
but  most  of  their  shot  fell  short.  The  steamer  Iberville  came  up  to 
us  from  back  of  the  island  with  dispatches  at  4:30  p.  m.  The  sig¬ 
nal  was  made  immediately  to  cease  firing  and  come  to  anchor.  We 
disabled  our  rifle  gun  during  the  action.  It  was  the  principal  gun  that 
we  used.  The  Essex  was  struck  several  times,  but  there  was  no  one 
injured.  The  Monongahela  was  struck  twice  with  pieces  of  shell,  but 
no  one  injured.  We  did  not  receive  a  scratch.  The  Genesee  and 
Kineo  were  not  struck.  We  all  came  to  anchor  at  4:40  p.  m.  The 
firing  in  the  rear  seemed  to  be  much  closer  to  the  river.  While  the 
Essex  was  steaming  about  under  the  batteries  this  evening  she  was 
struck  five  times,  and  had  four  men  slightly  wounded.  About  dark 
this  evening  the  bombers  were  towed  up  about  half  a  mile  farther. 
The  first  one  of  them  lies  astern  of  the  Essex.  The  rebels  can  not 
fire  on  the  bombers  from  the  citadel,  for  we  demolished  that  this 
afternoon.  The  weather  is  very  hot  to-day. 

May  25. — Port  Hudson.  The  fighting  commenced  early  this  morn¬ 
ing  on  the  enemy’s  front  and  left.  A  heavy  cannonade  was  kept  up 
all  day  long.  At  3  p.  m.  a  party  of  cavalry  came  down  to  the  Essex 
and  stated  that  General  Dudley  was  going’  to  attack  on  the  enemy’s 
right  as  soon  as  possible.  At  3:30  p.  m.  the  flagship  Genesee  and 
this  ship  got  underway  and  ran  well  up  the  river,  so  that  we  could  be 
in  good  supporting  distance.  We  then  came  to  anchor  where  we  could 
communicate  with  the  flagship  above  and  the  signal  station  behind  the 
island.  The  tug  and  Kineo  are  busy  all  day  carrying  messages  from 
the  army  signal  station  to  the  flagship.  At  4  p.  m.  the  Essex  went  up 
close  under  the  upper  battery.  The  rebels  were  raising  a  great  dust 
on  the  bank  of  the  river  behind  the  batteries.  Great  bodies  of  them 
could  be  seen  flying  about  with  artillery.  The  bombers  opened  on 
them  and  soon  cleaned  them  out  from  there.  Toward  dark  the  roar 
of  the  artillery  and  musketry  are  getting  closer  to  us.  The  bombers 
ceased  firing  at  7  p.  m.  At  7:30  p.  m.  the  tugboat  Ida  towed  the 
bombers  up  the  river  about  half  a  mile  farther,  nearly  under  the 
bluff,  where  the  first  battery  is  situated.  They  can  sweep  the  whole 
bank  with  their  shells.  The  artillery  on  both  sides  slackened  their  fire 
at  dark. 
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May  26. — Port  Hudson.  At  12  last  night  the  Hartford  opened  a 
very  heavy  fire  from  above  Port  Hudson.  She  kept  it  up  until  2  a.  m. 
An  occasional  artillery  piece  could  be  heard  all  night.  This  morning 
at  daylight  the  bombers  opened  fire  on  the  batteries  until  8  a.  in.,  when 
they  ceased.  One  of  the  bombers  was  towed  up  about  300  yards 
farther,  astern  of  the  Essex.  This  morning  the  fighting  in  the  rear  is 
still  raging.  The  fire  of  the  artillery  is  very  rapid  at  different  times  - 
during  the  day.  At  3  p.  m.  the  Essex  and  Genesee  and  one  of  the 
bombers  opened  fire  on  the  upper  batteries  for  about  an  hour.  The 
upper  battery  of  all  fired  a  few  shots  up  the  river,  but  we  could  not 
tell  what  the}7  were  firing  at.  A  large  smoke  was  seen  ascending  above 
the  trees;  it  was  the  enemy’s  breastworks,  built  of  cotton,  which  were 
set  on  fire  by  our  shells.  At  5  p.  m.  the  Antona  started  down  river 
and  ran  high  and  dry.  She  is  in  6  feet  of  water.  The  Genesee  and  the 
tug  Ida  then  tried  to  get  her  off,  but  they  could  not  succeed.  They 
pulled  the  mizzenmast  out  of  her.  The  weather  to-day  is  very  hot. 

May  27.- — Port  Hudson.  At  daylight  this  morning  General  Banks’ 
forces  opened  fire  on  the  rebels  with  all  their  artillery  and  siege  guns. 
At  6:15  the  fleet  got  underway  and  went  up  close  to  the  batteries.  At 
6:30  we  opened  fire  from  our  bow  guns.  The  gunboats  could  maneu¬ 
ver  about  the  river;  they  could  use  all  their  battery.  We  had  to  be 
very  careful  that  our  shell  did  not  go  back  too  far  into  the  country. 
The  Essex  hugged  the  bank  and  went  well  up  under  the  batteries,  where 
she  poured  her  shell  into  the  rebels  at  a  rapid  rate.  A  great  many  of 
the  bombers’  shell  burst  over  us,  and  the  pieces  struck  in  numerous 
places.  The  Hartford  opened  from  above  into  the  rebs.  The  rebels’ 
shell  from  the  batteries  fell  over  and  around  us,  some  of  the  pieces 
striking  us,  but  doing  very  little  damage.  Every  now  and  then  a  large 
shot  would  plow  the  water  up  alongside  of  us,  throwing  the  spray  as 
high  as  the  tops.  Our  shell  were  bursting  into  their  batteries,  throwing 
up  clouds  of  dust  and  dirt.  At  S  a.  m .  the  signal  was  made  to  cease  firing. 
The  firing  on  shore  seemed  to  be  getting  close  to  the  bank,  and  it 
would  be  dangerous  for  us  to  fire  any  longer.  We  dropped  down  out 
of  range  of  the  upper  batteries  and  came  to  anchor  and  had  breakfast, 
having  everything  ready  to  go  at  it  again  at  a  moment’s  notice.  When 
we  went  into  the  engagement  we  left  a  boat  at  anchor  where  we  were 
lying,  with  a  signal  officer  in  it,  to  keep  the  communication  with 
Springfield  Landing,  behind  Profit  Island.  At  the  same  time  they 
could  signalize  up  to  us.  There  was  no  one  injured  in  the  engage¬ 
ment,  although  nearly  every  one  of  the  vessels  got  struck  with  pieces 
of  shell.  The  firing  in  the  rear  has  continued  all  day  with  unequaled 
rapidity.  Two  very  large  fires  broke  out  in  Port  Hudson  about  12 
o’clock  to-day.  At  1  p.  m.  the  lookout  aloft  reported  that  signal  was 
being  made  to  us  from  one  of  the  bluffs  close  up  to  the  lower  battery. 

Our  signal  officer  held  a  long  communication  with - .  Our  forces 

were  driving  the  enemy  before  them  and  had  silenced  most  of  their 
guns.  Two  river  steamers  trying  to  get  the  Antona  off  succeeded  at 
5  p.  m.  She  went  on  down  to  New  Orleans  as  soon  as  she  got  off.  At 
5:30  p.  m.  General  Weitzel  took  the  upper  battery  by  storm.  Soon 
after  the  middle  batteries  opened  fire  on  the  upper  one.  Our  troops 
replied  handsomely.  The  fleet  got  underway  and  stood  up  the  river 
to  draw  the  fire  of  the  rebel  batteries  onto  us,  but  the  admiral  was 
afraid  to  fire,  for  our  troops  were  closing  in  on  the  rebels  and  we  could 
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not  help  firing  too  far  back.  The  firing  from  the  batteries  soon 
ceased,  and  we  dropped  down  to  our  anchorage  again. 

May  28.—  Port  Hudson.  At  2  a.  m.  our  troops  made  an  attack.  It 
only  lasted  about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  when  all  was  silent  again. 
There  were  only  a  few  heavy  guns  fired.  At  6  a.  m.  the  rebels  opened 
fire  on  the  bombers  and  Essex  from  the  lower  battery,  where  they 
planted  some  guns  during  the  night,  expecting  that  we  would  open  with 
our  long  rifles  and  drive  back  our  own  troops,  but  we  only  fired  from 
the  mortars  and  the  Essex.  The  tight  lasted  until  9  a.  m.,  when  the 
rebel  batteiy  was  effectually  silenced.  The  Essex  was  not  more  than  a 
half  a  mile  distant.  The  guns  of  the  rebels  were  mounted  on  one  of 
the  bluffs  in  a  line  with  the  Essex  and  the  bombers,  and  pouring  a 
rapid  fire  down  upon  them.  The  Essex  ran  out  of  ammunition;  they 
had  not  another  shot  or  shell  on  board.  They  dispatched  a  boat  down 
to  us  for  shell.  By  this  time  the  rebel  guns  had  all  been  silenced  but 
one;  this  the  bombers  were  paying  their  strictest  attention  to,  their 
shells  were  bursting  all  around  the  works,  throwing  up  clouds  of  dust 
and  dirt.  At  9  a.  m.  the  rebels  ceased;  they  were  completely  driven 
out  from  their  works.  The  Essex  was  pretty  roughly  handled.  She 
was  struck  15  times;  one  shell  entered  her  upper  deck  and  came  down 
through  in  its  descent;  two  others  penetrated  into  the  wood,  but  did 
not  get  through.  No  one  was  injured  on  board.  The  bombers  were 
struck  several  times,  but  no  one  was  hurt.  We  gave  the  Essex  100 
IX-inch  shell  and  100  charges  of  ammunition,  but  the  rebs  had 
skedaddled  before  she  got  them.  The  army  have  had  no  general 
engagement  to-day.  At  7  p.  m.  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery 
was  opened  in  the  rear,  which  was  continued  until  10:30  p.  m.,  when 
the  fire  began  to  slacken.  The  weather  to-day  was  very  hot,  but  the  air 
is  quite  cool  to-night.  Our  troops  have  the  advantage  of  the  beautiful 
moonlight.  At  10  p.  m.  the  bombers  opened  fire  on  the  batteries. 
They  fired  one  shell  every  five  minutes. 

May  29. — Port  Hudson.  At  daylight  the  rebels  opened  fire  on  the 
bombers  and  the  Essex ,  which  they  returned  very  briskly  for  some 
time,  but  the  admiral  was  afraid  that  it  was  only  a  dodge  of  the  rebels 
to  get  us  to  open  fire  on  our  troops,  so  the  bombers  and  the  Essex  were 
ordered  to  drop  down  out  of  range.  At  3:30  p.  m.  the  bombers 
opened  fire  on  the  lower  battery.  There  was  a  great  dust  about  the 
works,  as  if  they  were  working  on  the  embankments.  Our  bombers 
can  make  much  better  shots  at  long  range  than  they  can  at  short,  for 
every  one  of  their  shots  fell  into  the  works,  throwing  up  clouds  of 
dust  and  dirt.  The  weather  has  been  cloudy  all  day.  About  5  p.  m. 
it  commenced  to  rain  very  hard.  The  bombers  had  to  cease  firing. 
There  was  very  little  fighting  to-day  with  the  artillery,  but  the 
musketry  was  engaged  very  briskly  at  different  times  during-  the  day. 
The  rebels  made  three  attempts  to  cut  their  way  out  from  Port  Hudson, 
but  they  could  not  succeed;  they  were  driven  back  every  time  with 
heavy  loss. 

May  30. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  opened  fire  at  midnight  and 
kept  it  up  until  5  a.  m.  At  daylight  the  Genesee  went  down  the  river. 
At  2  p.  m.  the  Antona  arrived  here  with  ammunition  for  the  fleet. 
We  took  200  shell  for  our  100-pounder  Parrott  and  10  barrels  of 
powder  out  of  her.  Our  lieutenant-commander,  Mr.  Terry,  left  us 
this  afternoon  to  take  charge  of  a  siege  battery  under  General  Banks. 
He  is  an  excellent  ordnance  officer  and  will  superintend  the  working 
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of  the  guns.  We  have  communications  with  General  Weitzel  at  the 
upper  battery.  He  has  a  signal  station  in  a  high  tree  in  the  front  of 
the  battery.  Our  troops  are  engaged  planting  their  siege  guns  and 
getting  them  into  position.  The  rebs  have  been  very  quiet  to-day. 
The  Genesee  arrived  here  this  evening  at  6  o’clock.  The  weather 
continues  very  warm. 

May  31. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  nearly  all 
night;  at  daylight  they  ceased.  The  admiral  visited  us  to-day.  At 
1  p.  m.  the  bombers  opened  fire  on  the  batteries;  they  made  splendid 
shots.  At  5  p.  m.  the  Monongahela ,  Genesee ,  and  this  ship  opened  on 
the  rebs  with  our  long  rifles.  The  rebels  became  very  irritated,  for 
they  replied  very  vigorously  for  some  time,  some  of  their  shots 
plowing  the  water  up  under  our  bows;  one  struck  the  Essex,  but 
it  did  not  pierce  her  armor.  We  made  signal  to  discontinue  action 
at  6  p.  m.  The  weather  is  exceedingly  hot  to-day. 

June  1. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  opened  tire  from  12  until  3 
this  morning.  The  rebs  replied  from  the  lower  batteries  very  rap¬ 
idly,  but  they  made  very  bad  shots;  they  did  not  strike  any  of  the 
fleet.  We  lay  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  in  a  ver}^  good  position  for 
them  to  fire  at,  but  the}7-  did  not  manage  to  hit  us,  although  they  came 
very  near  at  times.  Six  large  siege  guns  arrived  at  Springfield  Land¬ 
ing  to-day  for  General  Banks.  At  1  p.  m.  the  Genesee  and  we 
opened  with  our  long  rifles  on  the  batteries.  We  only  fired  a  few 
rounds  to  keep  the  rebs  on  the  move.  We  are  engaged  filling  200 
rifled  shell  and  fitting  in  the  fuzes.  The  Antona  went  down  this  after¬ 
noon.  Ever}7thing  is  quiet  in  the  river  to-day.  The  river  is  falling 
very  fast.  The  weather  to-day  continues  very  hot. 

June  — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  opened  fire  at  10  last  night. 
They  fired  very  moderately — one  shell  every  three  minutes — until  1 
a.  m.  this  morning.  The  rebs  did  not  return  the  fire,  for  they  have 
found  out  that  they  can  not  do  us  any  harm.  At  10  a.  m.  a  large 
squad  of  cavalry  came  down  abreast  of  the  Essex  and  held  communi¬ 
cation  with  us  by  signals.  A  large  party  of  deserters  from  Port 
Hudson  came  on  board  of  us  this  evening;  we  sent  them  to  the  flag¬ 
ship.  The  weather  continues  very  hot.  The  sick  list  is  beginning  to 
get  quite  large.  There  is  quite  a  fleet  of  steamers  at  Springfield 
Landing  to-day,  bringing  provisions  and  stores  for  the  army. 

June  3—  Port  Hudson.  The  rebels  opened  fire  from  the  middle  bat¬ 
tery  on  the  upper  one  in  possession  of  our  troops  under  General 
Weitzel.  The  bombers  opened  at  11  p.  m.,  and  ceased  at  2 : 30  a.  in.; 
the  rebels  had  ceased  half  an  hour  before  we  did.  The  bombers  made 
some  excellent  shots  about  the  rebel  battery,  which  caused  them  to 
cease.  We  took  the  IX-inch  gun  down  off  of  the  poop  this  morning,  as 
there  is  no  use  for  it  there  now.  The  weather  to-day  is  the  hottest  of 
the  season;  the  air  is  suffocating.  The  effects  of  the  heat  already 
begin  to  tell  on  the  crew.  The  Scillie  Robinson  came  up  to-day  and 
took  60  contrabands,  who  had  congregated  on  the  bank  opposite  the 
ship. 

June  Ip. — Port  Hudson.  The  rebels  opened  fire  from  their  middle 
battery  with  three  guns  at  10  last  night;  they  fired  ver}7  briskly  for  a 
little  while,  when  a^signal  rocket  was  sent  up  from  our  forces  in  the 
rear  as  a  signal  for  us  to  engage  the  rebels.  In  a  few  moments  the 
bombers  and  Genesee  opened  fire  on  the  battery.  The  rebs’  fire  soon 
slackened.  The  Genesee  would  wait  until  the  rebels  fired  and  then  she 
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would  let  drive  at  the  flash  of  their  guns.  At  11:  30  p.  m.  the  rebels 
had  ceased  altogether.  The  bombers  still  kept  up  their  fire  until  2 
a.  m.  The  tug  Ida  returned  from  New  Orleans  this  morning  and 
brought  us  a  large  mail.  The  Antona  arrived  here  with  ammunition 
for  the  fleet.  A  large  river  steamer  came  up  to-day  to  take  away  the 
contrabands  who  had  accumulated  on  the  bank  opposite  the  ship — 
about  1,200  in  number.  Forty  men  from  our  ship  went  ashore  this 
afternoon  to  man  one  of  the  siege  batteries  of  IX-inch  guns.  They 
took  their  own  tents  from  the  ship,  and  provisions  and  also  tackle  for 
the  guns  and  extra  screws  for  elevating  the  guns.  They  went  well 
prepared  for  everything.  A  number  of  men  went  from  the  other  ves¬ 
sels  also;  they  are  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Terry  of  our 
ship.  Everything  is  nearly  ready  for  the  opening  of  the  siege  on  the 
doomed  rebels  in  Port  Hudson.  The  air  is  heavy  and  stifling. 

June  5. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  amused  themselves  for  three 
hours  last  night,  as  usual,  by  throwing  their  ponderous  shell  into  the 
rebel  works.  We  received  a  24-pounder  howitzer  from  the  Exsex  and 
gave  them  a  12-pounder  in  return.  We  placed  the  24-pounder  on  the 
poop  to  be  used  as  a  pivot.  At  10  a.  ra.  a  large  dust  was  seen  in  and 
about  the  batteries.  We  opened  on  them  with  our  100-pounder;  the 
bombers  also  opened,  and  between  us  we  managed  to  make  the  clouds 
of  dust  much  greater  in  size  by  bursting  our  shell  into  their  works. 
At  11:30  a.  m.  we  ceased  firing.  The  weather  continues  very  hot. 

June  6. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers,  as  usual,  amused  the  rebels 
with  a  few  Xlll-inch  shell  for  three  hours  last  night.  Our  batteries 
in  the  rear  are  nearly  ready  to  open;  the  mortars  are  in  position;  the 
naval  battery  is  nearly  completed.  At  10  a.  m.  the  rebels  opened  fire 
on  the  naval  battery  from  their  lower  battery  with  two  guns.  We 
replied  immediately  with  our  100-pounder.  The  Essex  and  Genesee 
soon  followed  with  their  rifles.  We  made  splendid  shots.  The  rebels 
only  fired  4  shots  from  their  guns,  when  the}r  were  forced  to  leave 
their  battery. 

June  7. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  kept  up  the  bombardment 
for  three  hours  last  night,  from  11  until  2  a.  m.  There  was  some  very 
heavy  firing  in  the  rear  this  morning  early,  but  the  fire  was  not  rapid 
and  did  not  last  long.  At  2  p.  m.  a  squad  of  cavalry  came  down  to 
the  bank  opposite  us;  they  had  about  40  prisoners  with  them.  Boats 
were  sent  and  the  prisoners  taken  aboard  of  the  flagship.  This  even¬ 
ing  about  6  o’clock  there  were  a  few  shots  exchanged  between  our 
forces  and  the  rebels. 

June  8. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  opened  tire  at  1  a.  m.  and 
kept  up  a  slow,  steady  fire  until  4.  There  was  considerable  of  a  fire 
opened  from  the  rear  this  morning;  some  of  the  shell  burst  into  the 
rebel  batteries  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  The  river  continues  to  fall 
very  fast.  The  banks  are  so  high  that  we  can  not  see  over  them  from 
the  deck. 

June  9. — Port  Hudson.  There  seemed  to  be  quite  a  stir  amongst 
the  rebels  last  night.  There  was  an  occasional  gun  fired  and  then  the 
sharp  reports  of  sharpshooter  rifles  could  be  heard  very  plainly.  At 
1  a.  m.  the  bombers  opened  until  4  o’clock  this  morning.  At  11  a,  m. 
Battery  Terry  and  the  mortars  in  the  rear  opened  fire;  they  set  fire  to 
some  very  large  buildings  in  Port  Hudson,  which  burned  all  day  and 
part  of  the  night.  Some  of  their  shell  could  be  seen  bursting  into  the 
rebel  batteries  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  At  8  p.  m.  the  rebels  returned 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


799 


a  few  shots  from  the  middle  battery.  Terry  and  the  mortars  in  the 
rear  are  keeping  up  a  steady  fire.  At  10  p.  m.  our  bombers  opened 
fire.  The  Antona  arrived  here  this  evening  with  ammunition  and 
stores.  At  11  p.  m.  the  steamer  Time  and  Tide  came  up  the  river. 
A  boatswain’s  mate  named  Calver  was  knocked  overboard  by  the  stay 
becoming  unhooked  from  the  j^ard.  The  man  was  killed  before  he 
struck  the  water. 

June  10. — Port  Hudson.  This  morning  at  daylight  the  Antona  came 
alongside  of  us.  We  took  out  a  100-pounder  rifle,  and  the  Essex  came 
alongside,  when  we  placed  the  gun  on  board  of  her.  The  bombers 
ceased  firing  at  daylight.  The  army  continues  throwing  their  shell 
into  the  rebel  works  this  morning.  The  tug  Ida  came  alongside  this 
afternoon  and  we  gave  her  about  600  rounds  of  ammunition  for  Bat¬ 
tery  Terry  ashore.  The  Genesee  gave  a  quantity  also.  We  gave 
them  shell,  shot,  shrapnel,  and  grape.  Our  batteries  kept  up  a  slow, 
steady  fire  all  day  long.  Another  large  fire  broke  out  in  Port  Hudson 
this  afternoon,  caused  by  the  explosion  of  the  shells  from  our  battery. 

June  11. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  fired  nearly  all  last  night. 
Our  batteries  still  keep  up  a  steady  fire  on  the  rebels.  At  10  a.  m.  we 
opened  fire  on  the  citadel  with  our  long  rifle.  The  Genesee  and  Essex 
opened  also.  The  rebels  were  at  work  at  something  in  the  citadel,  but 
we  soon  cleared  them  out  of  there.  At  11:  30  a.  m.  the  flagship  made 
signal  to  cease.  We  are  engaged  to-day  strapping,  filling,  and  fuzing 
shell  for  our  battery  ashore.  The  Ida  came  up  to-day. 

June  12. — Port  Hudson.  Last  night  about  12  a  boat  was  hailed 
approaching  the  ship  on  the  starboard  side  close  under  the  bows. 
Another  was  hailed  by  the  sentry  on  the  port  side,  but  no  answer  was 
given.  Immediately  a  boat  was  manned  and  sent  in  pursuit.  They 
succeeded  in  capturing  one  of  the  boats  with  two  men  in  it,  who  were 
sent  from  Port  Hudson  with  dispatches.  They  were  brought  on  board 
and  searched  and  then  put  under  guard.  Signal  was  made  to  the  other 
vessels  below  and  to  the  cavalry  to  keep  a  sharp  lookout  for  the  other 
boat.  The  fire  from  our  batteries  and  mortars  continued  very  briskly 
all  night.  The  rebels  return  very  briskly  sometimes  from  one  bat¬ 
tery.  Our  bombers  fired  from  12  until  3  this  morning.  At  9  a.  m. 
we  sent  the  rebel  prisoners  on  board  of  the  flagship.  This  morning 
we  took  the  IX-inch  gun  off  of  the  forecastle  and  put  the  30-pounder 
Parrott  on  the  poop  in  its  place.  Battery  Terry  dismounted  a  X-inch 
columbiad— the  best  gun  the  rebels  have — this  evening,  and  two 
other  smaller  guns. 

June  13. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  opened  at  11  last  night,  and 
kept  up  a  steady  fire  until  daylight  this  morning.  The  fire  from  our 
batteries  opened  from  every  point  this  morning.  At  11  a.  m.  the 
fleet  bombers  opened  on  the  rebel  works.  At  12  o’clock  the  fleet 
ceased  firing  and  went  to  dinner.  The  fire  from  our  batteries  still 
continues  with  great  rapidity.  The  Antona  came  up  to-day  with 
ammunition  and  supplies  for  the  fleet.  At  2  p.  m.  the  Essex  and  Gen¬ 
esee  moved  up  the  river,  one  [on]  the  right  bank  and  the  other  on  the 
left;  they  watched  their,  opportunity  and  opened  fire  on  the  rebels. 
They  soon  l’eturned  it  from  three  diflerent  batteries.  We  opened 
immediately  with  our  100  and  30  pounders  and  the  Monongahela  with 
her  200-pounder.  We  soon  silenced  the  guns  the  rebels  had  in  the 
citadel.  We  then  directed  our  fire  on  the  other  batteries.  The  rebels 
soon  slackened  their  fire  when  we  got  fairly  opened  on  them.  The 
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Essex  was  struck  by  one  shell  exploding1  in  front  of  her  bows.  We 
had  our  jib  boom  carried  away  by  a  shell  which  carried  away  the  jib 
sta}^s  and  whiskers.  At  5  p.  m.  the  tug  began  to  tow  the  bombers  up 
farther  about  half  a  mile.  As  soon  as  they  had  got  into  position, 
they  opened  fire  on  all  the  batteries  facing  the  river.  The  Gene¬ 
see!  s  100-pounder  rifle  dismounted  one  of  the  large  guns  in  the  third 
battery.  At  8  p.  m.  everything  was  quiet  on  both  sides. 

June  1J — Port  Hudson.  At  12  last  night  all  of  our  batteries 
opened  fire  on  the  rebels;  the  bombers  opened  at  the  same  time.  The 
firing  from  our  IX-inch  gun  battery  could  be  heard  above  all  the  oth¬ 
ers.  At  4  a.  m.  the  bombers  ceased  firing.  The  fire  from  our  artillery  is 
more  rapid.  There  is  one  long-continued  roar  of  the  artillery,  like 
distant  thunder;  hundreds  of  the  shell  can  be  plainly  seen  bursting  into 
the  rebel  works  at  daylight.  There  is  so  much  smoke  that  we  can 
scarcely  see  the  rebel  works.  The  loud  whiz  of  musketry  can  be 
heard  now  and  then  when  the  fire  of  the  artillery  slackens.  General 
Weitzel’s  division  carried  another  line  of  works  to-day  by  storm.  The 
firing  in  the  rear  has  all  ceased  except  the  naval  battery  that  is  still 
keeping  up  a  steady  fire.  The  tug  Ida  came  alongside  this  evening, 
and  we  gave  her  500  shell  and  shrapnel  for  Battery  Terry. 

June  15. — Port  Hudson.  Last  night  quite  a  number  of  logs  came 
down  the  river,  which  were  hailed  by  the  sentries,  and  receiving  no 
answer  they  fired  into  them.  It  was  very  dark.  The  Genesee's  boat’s 
crew  captured  a  boat  with  6  men  in  it.  Our  bombers  fired  nearly  all 
night.  From  the  advanced  position  which  they  have  they  can  rake  the 
banks  of  the  river  to  the  upper  battery.  There  is  quite  an  excitement 
raised  among  the  fleet  to-da}^  by  the  report  that  came  here  that  our 
cavalry  on  the  point  were  driven  in  by  a  large  force  of  rebels,  who 
were  moving  toward  the  point  opposite  Port  Hudson.  The  fleet  all 
took  up  their  positions  so  that  we  could  rake  the  point  with  our  shell. 

June  16. — Port  Hudson.  The  tire  from  our  batteries  and  the 
bombers  was  kept  up  nearly  all  night.  General  Banks  sent  up  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Congreve  rockets  during  the  night.  There  was  some  very 
sharp  musketry  firing  at  daylight.  The  Ida  brought  back  a  nurnbei  of 
empty  shell  boxes,  which  will  be  filled  again  for  Battery  Terry. 

June  17. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  fired  for  three  hours  last 
night.  The  rebels  returned  the  fire  a  number  of  times,  but  most  of 
their  shots  passed  over  the  bombers;  none  of  them  struck  or  did  any 
damage  to  the  bombers.  Our  battery  still  keeps  up  a  steady  fire  at 
regular  intervals.  The  admiral  visited  us  this  evening;  the  guard  was 
turned  out  to  receive  him. 

June  18.— Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  opened  fire  at  12  last  night 
and  kept  it  up  until  4  a.  m.  The  flagship  Monongahela  left  here  this 
evening  for  New  Orleans.  We  are  left  as  flagship  for  the  present. 
Captain  Alden  is  the  senior  officer,  and  as  soon  as  the  flagship  left, 
raised  his  pennant  at  the  fore. 

June  19. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  fired  as  usual  last  night  for 
three  hours.  The  fire  from  our  batteries  is  very  slow.  This  morning 
three  deserters  from  Port  Hudson  came  alongside  of  us  in  a  small 
skiff;  they  state  that  things  are  getting  desperate,  their  provisions  are 
getting  short,  and  the  long  rifles  from  the.  shipping  had  dismounted 
their  best  guns.  One  of  the  deserters  was  sent  over  to  General  Banks. 

June  W. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  opened  fire  at  12  and  ceased 
at  daylight.  This  morning  we  sent  17  men  ashore  to  man  a  IX-inch 
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gun  in  a  new  battery  that  is  nearly  completed  on  the  hill  commanding 
the  rebels'  lower  batteries.^  The  battery  is  to  mount  18  guns,  princi¬ 
pally  rifles.  We  also  sent*  rations  and  camp  equipments  for  our  men. 
The  Tennessee  is  alongside  the  Horace  Heals  tilling  her  up  with  ammu¬ 
nition  for  the  bombers.  General  Weitzel’s  upper  battery  opened  fire 
on  the  rebels  this  evening.  They  did  not  seem  to  take  any  notice  of 
it  at  first,  but  the  fire  of  our  batter}7  began  to  get  too  warm  for  their 
comfort,  when  they  opened  from  the  river  batteries  with  great  vigor. 
The  Genesee  and  we  had  been  watching  them  for  some  time,  and  as 
soon  as  they  fired  the  first  gun  we  opened  with  our  100-pounder  rifles, 
which  soon  shut  them  up.  The  Tennessee  went  down  this  evening. 
The  river  is  rising  a  little  to-day. 

June  21. — Port  Hudson.  There  was  considerable  excitement  caused 
during  the  night  from  innumerable  logs,  which  were  fired  at  by  the 
sentries,  thinking  they  were  boats.  The  bombers  fired  as  usual  last 
night. 

June  22. — Port  Hudson.  There  was  no.  firing  of  an}r  account  last 
night,  except  from  Weitzel’s  battery  on  the  right,  which  fired  a  few 
shots. 

June  23. — Port  Hudson.  A  spy  captured  by  our  troops  on  the 
point  opposite  Port  Hudson.  He  had  the  plans  and  situations  of  our 
batteries  and  number  of  troops  in  his  possession.  He  was  brought  on 
board  of  our  ship.  He  [is]  a  very  old  man  and  has  every  appearance 
of  a  secesh.  The  battery  on  the  bluff  near  the  river  is  nearly  ready  to 
open;  it  has  17  guns  and  2  mortars. 

June  2 If.. — Port  Hudson.  The  river  is  still  rising  slowly.  The 
rebels  fired  a  few  shots  this  afternoon,  which  were  promptly  returned 
from  our  batteries. 

June  25. — Port  Hudson.  We  mounted  a  IX-inch  gun  on  the  fore¬ 
castle  on  the  port  side.  There  was  no  firing  in  the  rear  to-day. 

June  26. — Port  Hudson.  At  3  p.  m.  the  batteries  in  the  rear  opened 
fire.  At  3:30  p.  m.  we  got  up  anchor  and  stood  up  the  river.  We 
made  signal  to  the  Essex ,  Genesee ,  and  bombers  to  open  fire.  At  3:40 
p.  m.  we  opened  fire  with  our  rifle  and  IX-inch  gun  on  the  forecastle. 
We  then  ran  well  up  and  opened  with  our  broadside.  Each  gun’s 
crew  had  to  work  two  guns,  as  we  have  only  half  a  crew  on  board. 
The  engagement  now  became  general.  We  delivered  our  broadsides 
beautifully  into  the  citadel,  and  then  slued  around  and  came  up  and 
gave  them  another.  The  shot  from  the  rebel  batteries  flew  all  around 
and  over  us,  but  fortunately  none  of  them  struck  us.  At  5  p.  m. 
General  Banks  sent  word  to  cease  firing  with  the  bombers  and  fire  at 
long  range  with  the  rifles,  for  most  of  the  smoothbore  guns  went  too 
far  back.  We  then  dropped  down  and  came  to  anchor  astern  of  the 
bombers  and  kept  up  a  steady  fire  with  our  rifle.  The  Genesee  did  the 
same.  The  Essex  was  struck  three  or  four  times;  some  of  them  did 
considerable  damage;  one  X-incb  columbiad  solid  shot  came  down 
•through  her  decks  and  landed  in  the  engine  room.  One  of  the  bomb¬ 
ers  was  struck  and  her  mortar  bed  injured.  During  the  midst  of  the 
action  a  splendid  large  goose  came  swimming  down  the  river.  One  of 
the  men  jumped  out  of  the  port  and  caught  the  goose  and  got  back  in 
time  to  load  his  gun.  During  the  action  to-day  we  had  1  man  killed 
and  5  wounded  in  the  naval  battery  ashore.  The  10-gun  battery 
bearing  on  the  citadel  did  terrible  execution.  We  could  scarcely  see 
the  batteries  for  the  clouds  of  dust  and  dirt.  At  7  p.  m,  we  ceased 
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tiring.  The  batteries  and  mortars  still  kept  np  their  tiring  during  the 
night. 

June  37. — Port  Hudson.  At  4  o’clock  this  morning  we  opened  tire 
with  our  100-pounder  rifle;  the  Essex  and  Genesee  did  the  same.  The 
river  is  covered  with  a  heavy  fog  this  morning,  and  the  rebel  batteries 
are  em^eloped  in  clouds  of  smoke.  At  7  a.  m.  we  ceased  tiring.  Our 
troops  are  working  at  something  on  the  bank  of  the  citadel;  they  seem 
to  [be]  throwing  up  breastworks  from  the  bottom  of  the  citadel — work¬ 
ing  their  way  up  gradually.  The  carpenters  made  a  rough  coffin  of 
pine  for  the  captaio  of  the  IX-inch  gun  in  our  battery,  who  was  killed 
last  evening.  Our  batteries  still  keep  heaving  their  shot  and  shell  into 
the  citadel. 

June  38.—  PortHudson.  This  morning  at  daylight  news  came  aboard 
that  the  rebels  were  threatening  to  attack  Donaldsonville.  The  Gene¬ 
see  was  dispatched  down  there  immediately.  The  Ida  came  alongside 
this  morning  at  5  a.  m.,  and  we  gave  her  300  shell  and  17  tanks  of 
powder  for  the  naval  battery  ashore.  At  5  p.  m.  the  rebels  opened 
fire  on  our  lower  battery  from  a  new  position  above  the  citadel.  We 
opened  on  them  with  our  100-pounder  Parrott  immediately.  Our 
battery  opened  on  them  also,  and  in  half  an  hour  we  had  the  rebs’ 
guns  silenced. 

June  39. — Port  Hudson.  The  tug  Ida  came  up  this  morning  at 
daylight  and  brought  dispatches  from  Donaldsonville.  The  rebels 
attacked  there  yesterday  under  the  rebel  general,  Green,  and  were 
whipped  badly;  our  gunboats  slew  them  by  hundreds.  The  rebs  were 
5,000  strong,  while  our  forces  were  only  three  companies  of  infantry 
in  the  fortifications  at  Donaldsonville.  About  10  p.  m.  the  musketry 
ceased  and  our  lower  battery  opened  for  an  hour  on  the  citadel;  after 
that  all  was  quiet  except  an  occasional  gun. 

June  30. — Port  Hudson.  The  steamer  Suffolk  came  up  last  night 
and  brought  more  troops. 

July  1. — Port  Hudson.  This  morning  at  9  a.  m.  our  rifle  battery  on 
the  west  bank  opened  fire  on  the  rebels.  The  rebs  returned  the  fire 
soon  after.  Our  battery  opened  at  9:  30  a,  m.  We  made  signal  to  the 
Essex  to  engage  the  batteries.  At  9:40  we  opened.  The  Essex  came 
across  on  the  west  side,  where  we  took  our  position,  where  she  could 
see  much  better.  At  first  the  rebels  did  not  seem  to  take  any  notice 
of  us  and  the  Essex ,  but  kept  blazing  away  at  our  battery,  but  we  soon 
got  the  range  of  them,  when  they  opened  on  us  with  everything  they 
could  bring  to  bear  on  us.  Most  of  these  shots  were  good  line,  but 
short;  one  X-inch  gun  alwaj^s  fired  over  us,  the  shell  making  an  un¬ 
earthly,  screeching  noise  as  it  passed  over  our  heads.  At  12  o’clock 
the  rebels  ceased  firing  altogether.  We  ceased  in  a  few  moments  after. 
The  Essex  returned  to  her  position  again.  Our  battery  kept  up  a  slow 
fire  all  evening,  preventing  the  rebels  from  cooking  on  the  bank  of 
the  river,  as  they  usually  did,  and  also  prevented  them  from  bringing 
their  cattle  and  horses  down  to  water. 

July  3. — Port  Hudson.  Our  battery  opened  on  the  rebels  this  morn¬ 
ing  from  the  west  bank  with  7  Parrott  guns.  The  rebs  fired  a  few 
shots,  but  for  every  shot  they  fired  a  dozen  were  returned  at  them  by 
our  battery.  At  10  a.  m.  the  Essex  was  sent  down  to  Springfield 
Landing  to  protect  the  transports  and  stores.  The  Tennessee  arrived 
here  at  1  p.  m.  The  admiral  is  aboard;  the  Genesee  came  in  company 
with  her.  At  3  p.  m.  our  captain  made  a  short  speech  and  told  us  that 
he  was  ordered  home  for  a  few  months,  but  would  return  again.  Our 
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battery  and  the  rebels  on  the  bank  of  the  river  keep  banging  away  at 
one  another  every  few  moments. 

July  3. — Port  Hudson.  The  Essex  came  up  from  the  landing  this 
morning  and  took  her  old  position  ahead  of  the  bombers.  There  is 
very  little  firing  done  to-day. 

July  Jf. — Port  Hudson.  This  morning  at  daylight  our  batteries 
opened  on  the  rebels.  They  returned  it  as  well  as  they  could.  At  12 
we  fired  a  national  salute;  the  Tennessee  (flagship),  Genesee ,  [and]  Essex 
fired  a  salute  also. 

July  5.- — Port  Hudson.  The  Monongahela  arrived  here  this  morn¬ 
ing  with  dispatches,  and  then  went  down  the  river  again.  Our  bat¬ 
teries  and  the  rebels  opened  fire  for  a  couple  of  hours  this  evening. 

July  6. — Port  H  udson.  W e  opened  on  the  rebels  from  a  new  battery 
on  the  point  opposite  Port  Hudson  this  morning;  the  rebels  returned 
it  from  the  upper  batteries.  The  Genesee  then  opened  fire  on  the 
rebels,  when  they  ceased,  as  they  do  not  like  to  expose  their  big  guns 
too  much  to  the  shipping.  After  sundown  this  evening  our  batteries 
opened  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  from  two  new  places.  The  rebels 
opened  from  their  batteries,  but  fired  so  fast  that  most  of  their  shots 
were  very  wild.  After  dark  both  sides  ceased. 

July  7. — Port  Hudson.  Two  deserters  came  down  from  Port  Hud¬ 
son;  they  stated  that  the  rebels  had  commenced  to  eat  their  mules. 
At  7  a.  m.  the  admiral  received  dispatches  from  General  Grant  that  he 
had  taken  Vicksburg.  All  hands  ran  aloft  and  gave  cheer  after  cheer 
for  General  Grant.  At  12  every  vessel  in  the  river  here  that  carried  a 
gun  fired  a  national  salute.  Two  batteries  of  General  Banks’  army 
came  out  to  the  edge  of  the  bluff  and  fired  100  guns.  Our  little  bat¬ 
tery  of  Parrotts  on  the  west  bank  fired  a  salute  of  shell  into  the  rebels. 
They  did  not  seem  to  understand  what  it  all  meant.  At  2  p.  m.  the 
flagship  Tennessee  went  down  the  river. 

July  8.—  Port  Hudson.  The  tug  Ida  came  up  this  morning  at  8 
a.  m. ;  she  brought  stores  for  the  fleet  and  also  Captain  Jenkins,  who 
takes  command  of  our  ship.  General  Banks  has  removed  his  landing 
and  store  depot  opposite  our  ship.  To-day  a  flag  of  truce  was  held 
with  General  Gardner  at  Port  Hudson  this  afternoon,  and  they  sur¬ 
rendered  at  2  o’clock.  The  Essex  went  down  to  Donaldsonville  this 
evening. 

July  9. — Port  Hudson.  This  morning  at  daylight  our  troops  took 
possession  of  the  rebel  stronghold.  At  9  a.  m.  the  gunboat  New  Lon¬ 
don  arrived  here.  At  10  a.  m.  the  Hartford  and  Albatross  came  down 
from  above  the  batteries  and  anchored  ahead  of  us.  General  Banks 
raised  the  stars  and  stripes  over  the  citadel  and  fired  a  salute  of  thirty- 
five  guns. 

July  10. — Front  of  Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  dropped  down  and 
took  their  positions  along  the  banks  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  All 
of  our  men  who  were  ashore  in  naval  battery  returned  aboard  this 
evening,  and  also  one  gun’s  crew  of  the  Essex ;  their  vessel  is  down  the 
river. 

July  11. — Port  Hudson.  Mr.  [William  D.J  Park,  third  assistant  engi¬ 
neer,  died  last  night.  The  remains  of  Mr.  Park  were  taken  ashore  on 
Profit  Island  and  interred. 

July  1, <2. — Port  Hudson.  The  gunboat  Sachem  came  down  the  river 
from  Vicksburg  with  dispatches.  The  river  is  open  below. 

July  13. — Port  Hudson.  At  daylight  this  morning  the  Genesee  was 
sent  up  the  river  with  dispatches  for  Admiral  Porter. 
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July  Ik—  Port  Hudson.  The  tug  Ida  is  engaged  towing  the  bombers 
down  to  Baton  Rouge. 

July  15.—  Port  Hudson.  The  Monongahela  arrived  here  this  morn¬ 
ing.  At  half  past  12  o’clock  a  salute  of  thirty-five  guns  was  fired  from 
Port  Hudson.  At  1  p.  m.  a  dispatch  was  received  from  General  Banks 
announcing  the  defeat  of  General  Lee’s  whole  army  and  28,000  pris¬ 
oners  taken. 

July  18. — Port  Hudson.  A  great  number  of  boats  coming  down 
the  river  loaded  with  paroled  prisoners  from  Vicksburg  seeking  their 
homes.  The  steamers  from  St.  Louis  and  Cincinnati  have  commenced 
running  down  the  river  already ;  two  large  ones  passed  us  this  morning. 

July  19. — Port  Hudson.  Everything  is  quiet  on  board  to-day. 
Nearly  all  hands  are  sick  with  the  fever. 

July  23. — Port  Hudson.  This  morning  a  man  died  with  the  fever. 
We  have  some  other  very  low  cases.  At  7  p.  m.  the  Monongahela 
arrived  here  to  relieve  us.  The  gunboat  Princess  Rayal  arrived  here 
at  10  p.  m. 

July  2f — Mississippi  River:  At  daylight  this  morning  we  got  under 
way  and  started  down  the  river.  At  7  p.  m.  we  came  to  anchor  10 
miles  above  New  Orleans  for  the  night. 

July  25. — New  Orleans.  At  7  a.  m.  we  got  up  anchor  and  started 
for  New  Orleans;  we  arrived  there  at  8  a.  m. 

July  28. — New  Orleans.  The  Hartford,  is  getting  ready  for  sea; 
she  is  going  north.  The  Monongahela  and  Princess  Royal  came  down' 
from  Port  Hudson  this  afternoon.  Porter’s  fleet  has  taken  charge 
there.  At  7  p.  m.  the  flagship  Tennessee  came  up  the  river.  The 
admiral  had  been  outside  visiting  the  blockade. 

July  29. — New  Orleans.  The  river  is  crowded  with  gunboats  now. 

July  31. — At  4  a.  m.  we  arrived  at  Pilot  Town  and  came  to  anchor. 
At  10  a.  m.  we  got  underway  and  stood  out  to  sea. 

August  A — We  kept  in  close  to  the  coast  of  Florida  all  night.  This 
morning  we  rounded  the  capes  of  Florida  and  shaped  our  course  to 
the  northward.  At  3  p.  m.  the  steamer  George  Washington  passed  us, 
bound  to  New  York  from  New  Orleans. 

August  8. — At  daylight  this  morning  the  Highlands  are  in  plain 
view.  At  12  o’clock  we  arrived  at  the  New  York  navy  yard  and  came 
to  anchor. 


C O Nl<'H;nERATE  REPORTS  AND  C O RRESPONDENCK 

Report  of  Commander  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  condition  of 

affairs  on  the  coast  of  Texas. 

Trinity  River,  Near  Smithfield, 

Polk  County ,  Tex.,  March  17,  1863. 
Sir:  In  my  last  monthly  report  mailed  to  you  from  this  place  I  had 
the  honor  to  acquaint  you  with  my  position  and  the  duties  assigned 
me  by  the  commanding  general.  I  am  now  in  the  same  position  and 
in  the  continuance  of  these.  There  has  been  no  aggressive  movement 
on  this  coast  since  that  period.  The  blockade  is  the  same. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander,  C.  S.  Navy. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Barney ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  draft  of  the 

C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane . 

Harriet  Lane, 
Galveston  Bay ,  March  17 ,  1863. 

Colonel:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  - instant,  and  have  to 

thank  you  for  your  prompt  attention  to  my  request  in  telegraphing  to 
Lieutenant  Warley.  I  have  taken  on  board  the  two  24-pound  how¬ 
itzers.  I  have  now  on  board  but  little  provisions  and  water,  no  coal, 
and  the  boilers  are  empty.  The  ship  now  draws  8  feet  4  inches.  In 
order  to  navigate  she  must  have  some  coal  and  her  boilers  filled,  which 
would  so  increase  her  draft  that  it  would  require  at  least  9  feet  water. 
It  is  therefore  manifestly  impossible  that  she  can  navigate  in  8  feet 
water. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  N.  Barney, 

Lieutenant. 

Colonel  Sulakowski, 

Chief  Engineer,  Galveston. 


Report  in  cipher  from  Lieutenant  Barney ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane. 

Harriet  Lane, 

Galveston  Bay ,  March  19,  1863. 

Sir:  In  my  last  of  9th  instant  by  Lieutenant  Warley  I  reported, 
that  General  Magruder  proposed  to  (177)-2-16-  the  (216)-1-15-(113)- 
3-85-  in  (29)-3-36-(23)-3-29.  I  am  officially  informed  that  (163)-1- 
34-  will  prevent  (85)-3-14-  from  (115)— 1—7— .  As  my  previous  sugges¬ 
tions  are  thus  defeated,  I  presume  the  (262)-3-22-  will  not  be  kept  in 
(54)-2-33,  (215)-2-26  being  entirely  useless.  I  beg  leave  respectfully 
to  suggest  that  being  so  near  (149)-l-30-a  (156)-l-8-  the  (163)-3-40 
might  be  (213)-2-21-(10)Tl-12-. 

A  dispatch  sent  by  army  pony  express  via  Alexandria  will  reach 
me  most  expeditiously. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  N.  Barney, 

Lieutenan  t,  Commanding . 

lion.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  Navy,  Richmond. 

P.  s._What  shall  be  done  with  the  (150)-3-12-  sent  from  Rich¬ 
mond  in  case  the  above  suggestion  is  carried  out?  Some  might,  if 
practicable,  be  sent  (10)-1-12-. 

N.  B.— The  second  or  middle  figure  indicates  the  column,  1st,  2d, 
or  3d. 


Report  of  Brigadier- General  Bowen,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  an 
engagement  between  Confederate  batteries  at  Grand  Gulf  and  the 
IT.  S.  steamer's  LLartford  and  Albatross. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

Grand  Gulf  March  19,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  gunboats  Hartford  and  Mon- 
ongahela  [. Albatross ]  passed  by  this  morning  on  their  way  up  the  river. 
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Colonel  [William]  Wade,  commanding1  the  Parrott  battery,  reserved  his 
tire,  as  directed,  until  the  vessels  were  nearly  opposite  his  guns.  The 
Hartford  kept  between  the  shore  and  the  gunboat.  As  soon  as  he 
opened,  the  latter  made  the  best  possible  time  around  the  point,  and 
all  the  fire  was  directed  against  the  sloop  of  war.  The  firing  was 
accurate,  and  almost  every  shot  struck  the  mark,  but  with  what  effect 
could  not  be  perceived.  They  answered  with  heavy  guns,  but  harmed 
nothing  except  a  battery  flagstaff. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  S.  Bowen, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Major  J.  J.  Peeve, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Report  of  Major-General  Stevenson ,  G.  S.  Army,  commanding  at 

Vicksburg . 

Hdqrs.  Second  District,  Dept,  of  Miss,  and  East  La., 

Vicksburg ,  March  A5,  1863. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  5:30  o’clock  this 
morning  two  boats  attempted  to  pass  our  batteries.  One  of  them 
was  sunk  about  2  miles  below  the  town,  with  almost  all  on  board;  the 
other  was  seriously  disabled.  When  she  had  floated  out  of  range  of 
our  batteries  the  gunboat  Albatross  (heretofore  called,  it  is  thought  by 
mistake,  the  Monongahela )  took  her  in  tow.  She  is  now  helpless,  and 
it  will  apparently  take  some  time  for  them  to  repair  her  damages. 
During  the  engagement  the  Hartford  moved  up  from  below  Warren- 
ton,  engaging  the  fort  there. 

She  approached  so  near  that  our  musketry  drove  the  gunners  from 
their  guns,  when  she  withdrew.  The  officer  whom  1  sent  to  Mobile 
and  Montgomery  has  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  good  deal  of  powder 
and  projectiles  for  my  heavy  guns.  It  can  not  pass  either  Meridian 
or  Jackson  without  your  orders;  please  give  such  that  will  secure  its 
speedy  arrival.  I  send  you  on  the  train  to-day  two  Federal  deserters 
and  a  negro  taken  in  the  act  of  carrying  dispatches  for  the  enemy. 
One  of  the  deserters  is  an  intelligent  man,  and  some  information  can 
perhaps  be  derived  from  him.  *  *  * 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  Stevenson, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Major  R.  W.  Memminger, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

The  boat  which  passed  this  morning  was  towed  ashore  just  above 
Brown  and  Johnston’s  landing,  where  she  now  lies  apparently  a  wreck. 
The  Hartford ,  in  passing  up  to  her  assistance,  engaged  our  iron  case¬ 
mates  at  Warrenton  for  some  twenty  minutes,  during  which  she  was 
roughly  handled,  being  struck  some  twenty-six  times.  We  had 
mounted  four  Parrott  guns  in  the  casemate  since  she  went  down. 
General  [S.  D.]  Lee  is  advancing  slowly.  Nothing  from  Featherston. 
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A  regiment,  the  32-pounder  ammunition,  and  one  cotton  boat  went  to 
Genera]  Loring  to-day. 

C.  L.  Stevenson, 

Major-  General. 

Lieutenant-General  Pemberton. 


[Telegram.] 

Port  Hudson,  March  26,  1863. 

Enemy’s  fleet  tire  at  us  occasionally.  The  troops  have  burned 
houses  on  west  side  of  the  river;  on  this  side  have  gone  back  to  near 
Baton  Rouge. 

More  cavalry  is  greatly  needed  to  keep  the  enemy  in  check.  Corn 
here,  about  30,000  bushels. 

Frank  Gardner, 

Major-  General. 

Lieutenant-General  Pemberton. 


[Telegram.  | 

Jackson,  March  27,  1863. 

All  quiet  at  Port  Hudson,  Vicksburg,  and  Fort  Pemberton.  Enemy 
is,  I  think,  waiting  for  reinforcements  at  latter  place.  Raid  on  Pon- 
chatoula  driven  back.  So  far  all  looks  well. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 

President  Davis. 


[Telegram.] 

Jackson,  March  28,  1863. 

Following  just  received: 

Poet  Hudson,  March  27,  1863. 

Enemy  has  gone  back  to  Baton  Rouge,  including  also  troops  from  west  bank  o- 
the  river.  Has  sent  back  all  his  mortar  boats  and  sloops  of  war.  Two  gunboats  and 
Essex  are  all  that  remain.  Rust’s  wagons  ought  to  be  sent;  they  are  much  needed. 

Frank  Gardner. 

R.  W.  Memminger, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Lieutenant-General  Pemberton. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War  regarding 
the  transfer  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane. 

Navy  Department, 
Richmond,  March  31,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  all  the  naval  officers  have 
this  day  been  detached  from  the  Harriet  L^ane,  and  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
manding  J.  N.  Barney  has  been  directed  to  turn  over  that  vessel  to 
General  J.  Bankhead  Magruder.  You  will  please  instruct  General 
Magruder  to  receive  the  vessel. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Letter  from,  Lieutenant  Barney ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General 
Scurry ,  C.  S.  Army ,  requesting  the  return  of  howitzers. 

Harriet  Lane, 

Galvestmi  Bay ,  April  2,  1863. 

General:  I  find  upon  my  return  to  the  ship  that  two  24-pounder 
howitzers  have  been  taken' by  mistake  from  this  ship  by  the  Mary 
IUll ,  under  an  order  from  Lieutenant  Reid,  of  your  staff.  I  have 
to  request  that  you  will  direct  the  return  of  those  pieces  to  this  ship. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  N.  Barney, 
Lieutenant ,  C  'om  m, ending. 

Brigadier-General  W.  R.  Scurry, 

Commanding  District ,  etc. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Barney ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier- General 
Scurry ,  C.  S.  Army ,  referring  again  to  the  return  of  howitzers  taken 
from  the  C.  S.  S.  Harriet  LMne. 

C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 

Galveston  Bay ,  April  3 ,  1863. 

General:  I  yesterday  addressed  you  a  communication  in  regard  to 
the  howitzers  which  had  been  taken  from  this  ship.  As  these  were 
not  the  guns  designed  to  be  placed  in  battery  on  Galveston  Island,  the 
call  for  them  was  a  mistake,  as  also  was  their  delivery  by  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  ship  in  my  absence.  This  can  be  rectified  by  returning 
them  to  the  ship  as  I  have  requested. 

There  was  another  mistake  made  by  Lieutenant  R.  S.  Reid,  Acting 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  in  addressing  to  me  an  order  in  regard  to 
the  guns  supposed  to  be  on  board  of  this  ship. 

In  order  to  prevent  more  mistakes  I  call  your  attention  to  this  mat¬ 
ter.  At  the  same  time  I  would  state  that  I  consider  it  my  duty,  as  it 
would  always  be  my  pleasure,  to  render  every  assistance  in  my  power 
to  the  military  authorities. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  N.  Barney, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Brigadier-General  W.  R.  Scurry, 

Commanding  District  Texas,  etc.,  Houston. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Barney,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General 
Scurry ,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  disposition  of  the  C.  S.  S.  LLarriet 
Lane. 

C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 

Galveston  Bay,  April  f  1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of 
Major-General  Magruder’s  communication  to  you  of  14th  ultimo,  in 
regard  to  the  employment  of  this  ship.  This  reached  me  on  28th 
ultimo,  while  in  Houston,  and  I  would  have  addressed  you  upon  the 
subject  at  an  earlier  date  but  that  I  desired  before  doing  so  to  have 
access  to  some  papers  which  were  on  board  the  ship.  1  regret  that  the 
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major-general  commanding  did  not  express  to  me  his  views  on  this  sub¬ 
ject  before  he  left  Houston,  so  that  I  might  have  sent  them  to  the 
Nav3r  Department,  together  with  my  own  views  of  the  subject,  recently 
forwarded,  and  which  might  affect  the  determination  made  of  the 
service  to  be  assigned  the  Harriet  Lane. 

The  letter  of  instructions  to  which  General  M.  refers  states  that  “If 
the  War  Department  determines  to  defend  Galveston  Island,  the  Har¬ 
riet  Lane  will  be  required  in  the  harbor.”  It  directs  me  to  take  com¬ 
mand  of  the  ship,  to  make  a  report  of  her  condition,  and  to  await 
further  instructions  as  to  her  employment.  I  have  already,  among 
other  plans,  proposed  to  the  Navy  Department  to  make  a  ram  of  her 
for  the  purpose  of  operating  against  the  enemy’s  blockading  ships.  I 
expect  shortly  to  receive  definite  instructions  as  to  the  service  to  be 
required  of  this  ship,  as  well  as  my  participation  therein. 

In  the  meantime  I  do  not  feel  authorized  to  adopt  any  plan  or  to 
make  any  alterations  in  the  ship,  lest  by  so  doing  I  might  impede  or 
frustrate  the  designs  of  m}T  official  head,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

As  some  time  would  be  required  to  fit  the  ship  properly  for  the 
sendee  indicated  in  the  general’s  letter,  I  would  suggest  that  arrange¬ 
ments  for  so  doing  might  be  commenced  as  soon  as  you  think  proper 
by  preparing  the  iron  for  the  bow  and  getting  out  timber  for  strength¬ 
ening,  etc.  Captain  [H.  S.]  Lubbock,  of  the  Bayou  City ,  has  pro¬ 
posed  using  railroad  iron  for  the  ram,  which  seems  to  me  an  excellent 
plan,  and  for  the  particulars  of  which  I  refer  3Tou  to  that  gentleman. 
He  can  also  designate  the  points  at  which  the  different  branches  of  the 
work  can  best  be  done.  It  will  be  necessary,  1  presume,  to  detail 
blacksmiths  and  carpenters  from  the  Army,  and,  if  possible,  a  compe¬ 
tent  ship  carpenter  as  superintendent.  Captain  Lubbock  can,  I  think, 
point  out  such  a  person. 

Probably  long  before  these  preparations  can  be  made  I  shall  have 
heard  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  be  prepared  to  act  under- 
standingly  in  the  matter. 

In  the  meantime,  general,  it  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  render  every 
facility  and  assistance  in  my  power  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the 
major-general  commanding. 

In  order  to  take  the  ship  to  Galveston  it  will  be  necessary,  I  think,  to 
dredge  out  afresh  the  channel  through  Red  Fish  Bar.  Should  the 
main  channel  be  obstructed,  it  will  lie  for  the  pilots  to  determine 
whether,  with  a  draft  of  between  8i  and  9  feet,  the  ship  can  be  taken 
through  Bolivar  Channel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 

J.  N.  Barney, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Brigadier-General  W.  R.  Scurry, 

Commanding  District  Texas ,  etc. ,  LLouston. 


Extract  from  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  1863,  Acting  Master  George  C.  Andrews,  C.  S. 
Navy,  with  II  men,  left  Mobile  in  a  launch,  and  on  the  12th  captured 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River  the  U.  S.  transport  Eox  and 
brought  her  safely  into  Mobile,  with  23  men,  the  crew  of  the  vessel, 
prisoners. 
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Letter  from  Colonel  DeBray ,  0.  S.  Army ,  to  the  commander  of  United 
States  forces  of  Galveston ,  designating  the  point  for  communication 
by  flag  of  truce. 

Headquarters  Galveston  Island, 

Galveston ,  April  8,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  under  flag  of  truce  (Captain 
H.  H.  Zacharie,  C.  S.  Army,  bearer)  some  letters  written  bjr  United 
States  prisoners  now  at  Houston  to  their  friends. 

Having  reasons  to  believe  that  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell  is  not  at 
present  in  command  of  the  station  off  Galveston,  I  deem  it  myT  duty  to 
acquaint  you  with  the  terms  of  an  agreement  made  between  him  and 
me,  to  the  effect  that  should  the  blockading  force  or  neutral  vessels 
wish  to  communicate  under  flag  of  truce  with  Galveston,  their  truce 
boat  shall  be  met  by  us  at  the  tripod  beacon,  near  the  entrance  of  the 
pass,  and  that  should  any  boat  attempt  to  pass  beyond  that  point  it 
shall  first  be  warned  by  one  blank  shot,  which,  if  not  heeded,  will  be 
followed  by  hostile  demonstrations. 

My  object  in  reiterating  to  you  the  terms  of  agreement  above  referred 
to  is  to  avoid  a  misunderstanding,  the  consequences  of  which  might 
be  regretted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

X.  B.  DeBray, 

Colonel ,  Commanding  Galveston  Island. 
Commander  United  States  Forces  off  Galveston. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  enclose  a  dispatch  directed  to  you  by 
A.  Lynn,  British  consul  at  Galveston. 

X.  B.  D. 


Order  of  Commander  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Midshipman 
Shaw ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  designating  Lieutenant  Barney ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  as 
commanding  officer  near  Smithfield ,  Tex. 


Near  Smithfield,  Polk  County,  Tex.,  April  10,  1863. 
Sir:  I  take  this  occasion  to  inform  you  that  I  am  about  to  leave  this 
station.  You  will  then  recognize  Lieutenant  Commanding  Joseph  N. 
Barney,  C.  S.  Navy,  as  the  Commanding  naval  officer  on  this  station. 

I  certify  that  you  have  been  paid  by  the  Government  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  States  till  the  1st  day  of  January,  1863. 

Respectfully, 


Acting  Midshipman  W.  N. 


Shaw, 

G.  S.  Navy. 


W.  W.  Hunter, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-General  Pemberton ,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding 
reported  conditions  in  the  Mississippi  River. 

Jackson,  [Miss.],  April  11,  1863. 

Farragut  captured  steamboat  Clarke  at  the  mouth  of  the  Red  River 
yesterday.  Reliable  report  from  mouth  of  the  Coldwater  says  53 
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boats  passed  up  that  river  up  ,to  9  p.  m.  yesterday7.  Expedition  from 
Greenville  also  retreated  rapidly.  Nothing  very  serious  can  happen 
in  that  quarter.  Enemy  abandoned  and  burned  an  ironclad  gunboat, 
which,  being  aground  at  the  mouth  of  Amite  River,  Lake  Maurepas, 
was  attacked  by  Colonel  [J.  M.]  Simonton,  First  Mississippi  Regi¬ 
ment.  Scouts  from  near  Memphis  report,  9  a.  m.  on  the  8th,  in  fol¬ 
lowing  words: 

Enemy’s  force  there  about  7,000.  It  is  said  that  all  force  down  the  Mississippi 
River  to  be  brought  up  to  make  grand  military  depot  at  Memphis.  Fifteen  empty 
boats  at  landing.  Enemy’s  line  closed  for  sixty  days. 

So  far  enemy  has  gained  nothing  toward  opening  the  Mississippi. 
Great  strain  on  raft  at  Snyder’s  Mill;  seriously  endangered.  No  exer¬ 
tions  will  be  spared  to  remedy  evil  should  it  occur. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 

General  S.  Cooper. 

[Endorsement.] 

Respectfully  submitted  to  his  Excellency  the  President. 


Letter  from  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S’.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Barney , 
C.  S’.  Navy ,  upon  the  'withdrawal  of  the  former  from  Texas ,  trans¬ 
mitting  lists  of  public  property. 

Near  Smithfield,  Polk  County,  Tex.,  April  13,  1863. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  was  received  by  me  on  the  9th, 
enclosing  a  letter  to  me  from  the  honorable  Navy  Department,  dated 
Richmond,  January  10,  1863,  directing  me  to  transfer  to  you  such 
enlisted  men  as  1  have  under  my  command.  In  obedience  thereto,  I 
transfer  to  you  (in  charge  of  Captain  William  F.  Rogers,  late  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Confederate  schooner  Dodge)  the  enlisted  men  under 
my  command,  with  the  accompanying  transfer  list,  exhibiting  the 
statement  of  their  accounts,  date  of  entry,  and  period  of  service.  Will 
you  please  receipt  to  Captain  W.  E.  Rogers  for  these?  He  is  ordered 
to  return  forthwith  to  this  place,  that  there  may  be  no  delay  in  my 
earliest  departure  for  Richmond,  where  I  have  been  ordered  to 
proceed. 

Herewith  I  transmit  you  a  list  of  public  property  belonging  to  the 
Navy  Department  of  the  Confederate  States  stored  at  the  plantation  of 
Major  Hamilton  Washington,  volunteer  aid  to  General  Magruder, 
commander  in  chief  of  this  military  division,  on  Trinity  River,  Polk 
County,  Tex.,  from  whence  this  letter  is  dated,  and  for  which  Major 
Hamilton  Washington  has  receipted  to  me. 

I  also  transmit  you  herewith  lists  of  public  property  stored  at 
Aransas,  Tex.,  and  in  charge  of  Collector  D.  M.  Strapp,  esq.,  at  that 
place,  belonging  to  the  Confederate  schooner  Dwight ,  which  the  hon¬ 
orable  Navy  Department  directed  should  be  held  subject  to  my  order. 
I  hereby  transfer  the  same,  subject  to  your  order.  I  also  have  to 
inform  you  that  two  rowboats,  with  their  oars  and  rudders,  public 
property,  are  sunk  in  fresh  water  in  a  place  called  White  Lake,  about 
3  miles  above  Lynchburg,  on  the  San  Jacinto  River,  there  placed  for 
safe-keeping  anil  future  use,  when  it  became  my  duty  to  guard  against 
their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  after  the  capture  of  Galveston 
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and  the  enemy  passed  up  Galveston  Bay.  Their  precise  location  is 
known  to  Boatswain  Chester  Congdon,  whom  I  transfer  to  your 
command. 

As  the  senior  and  commanding  naval  officer  in  Texas,  I  hereby 
acquaint  you  with  the  position  and  furnish  you  with  lists  of  all  the 
public  property  which  is  under  my  control. 

1  am,  very  respectfully, 

VV.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commanding  J.  N.  Barney,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  Inland  in  Texas. 

P.  S. — Acting  Midshipman  W.  N.  Shaw  is  on  leave  for  his  health, 
at  Richmond,  Fort  Bend  County,  Tex.  1  send  you  a  statement  of  his 
accounts. 

W.  W.  H. 

[Enclosure.] 

4 

List  of  public  property  belonging  to  the  Navy  Department  of  the  Confederate  States  left  at 

the  plantation  of  Colonel  Hamilton  Washington,  on  Trinity  River,  Polk  County,  Tex. ,  by 

Commander  W.  W.  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Polk  County,  Tex.,  Trinity  River,  April  If,  1863. 

1  box  containing  2  compasses,  crockery,  etc. 

1  box  containing  2  signal  lanterns,  barometer,  trumpet,  etc. 

3  boxes  containing  crockery,  etc. 

1  box  containing  quadrants,  nautical  books,  etc. 

1  box  containing  small  breakers  and  sundries. 

3  casks  containing  sundries. 

1  box  containing  carpenter’s  tools. 

1  box  containing  22  pistols,  12  rifles,  11  cutlasses  and  belts,  and  box 
of  cartridges. 

1  box  containing  8  Maynard  rifles  and  sundry  articles. 

5  casks  supposed  to  contain  300  pounds  powder. 

2  pieces  lead  pipe. 

1  box  containing  fireworks,  charts,  etc. 

1  cask  of  blocks. 

1  cask  containing  sundries. 

6  water  buckets,  1  bundle  brass  rods. 

1  lot  life-preservers,  1  lot  old  rope. 

3  sets  boat’s  cushions,  3  sets  sails. 

2  tents,  2  hand  pumps. 

1  lot  cooking  utensils. 

2  bags  signals,  1  bag  curtains. 

H.  Washington. 

Approved. 

W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander ,  G.  S.  Navy. 

There  was  a  chronometer.  No.  42839,  belonging  to  the  schoonei 
Dodger  naval  property,  which  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Tipton  Walker, 
for  rating  and  safe-keeping. 

Mr.  Walker  is  to  be  found  at  the  engineer’s  office  at  Houston.  Mr. 
[James]  Sorley,  collector  at  Galveston,  has  in  his  possession  a  Maynard 
rifle,  naval  property,  belonging  tr  the  schooner  Dodge.  Said  rifle  was 
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loaned  him  by  Captain  Rogers,  of  the  schooner  Dodge ,  and  has  not 
been  returned. 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Commander  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  for  the  transfer  of  seamen 

to  the  C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane. 

Polk  County,  Tex.,  April  If  1863. 

Captain  W.  F.  Rogers  will  proceed  from  this  place  in  charge  of  a 
draft  of  seamen  in  the  C.  S.  Navy  and  deliver  the  same  safely,  with 
their  accounts  and  the  accompa  tying  package,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commanding  John  [Joseph]  N.  Barney,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane ,  or  to  the  commanding  officer,  and  return 
forthwith  to  this  place. 

Respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General 
Magruder ,  C.  S.  Army ,  announcing  his  detachment  from  duty  in 
Texas. 


Trinity  River, 

Near  Smithfield ,  Polk  County ,  Tex.,  April  15,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  at  this 
place,  on  the  9th  instant,  orders  relieving  me  from  duty  with  the  Army 
and  directing  me  to  report  in  person  to  the  honorable  Secretaiy  of  the 
Navy,  in  Richmond,  Va.,  and  also  on  the  same  day  orders  from  the 
honorable  Navy  Department  “  to  transfer  to  Lieutenant  J.  N.  Barnejy 
C.  S.  Navy,  such  enlisted  men  in  the  naval  service  as  1  may  have 
under  my  command,  to  serve  on  board  the  C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane.” 
Availing  myself  of  the  earliest  occasion,  in  obedience  to  the  same,  1 
have  this  day  transferred  to  the  C.  8.  S.  LLarriet  Lane  all  the  enlisted 
men  in  the  naval  service  under  my  command,  and  on  the  return  to 
this  place  of  the  officer  charged  with  the  safe  delivery  of  these,  with 
a  receipt  for  the  same,  1  will  proceed  forthwith  to  Richmond  with 
Captain  W.  F.  Rogers  under  my  command,  whose  presence  at  Rich¬ 
mond  is  necessary  to  the  settlement  of  naval  disbursements  on  this 
station. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
Commander,  C.  tS.  Navy. 


Major-General  John  B.  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army, 

Comdg.  Military  Dept,  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona. 


Report  of  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging  orders 
detaching  him  from  special  duty  under  the  War  Department. 

Trinity  River, 

Polk  County,  Tex. ,  April  15,  1863. 

Sir:  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Special  Order  No.  33,  reliev¬ 
ing  me  from  duty  with  the  Army  and  directing  me  to  report  in  person 
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to  the  honorable  Navy  Department,  in  Richmond,  Va.,  which  reached 
me  at  this  place  on  the  9th  instant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Colonel  John  Withers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Report  of  Commander  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  orders  received 
detaching  him  from  special  duty  under  the  War  Department. 


Trinity  River, 

Polk  County ,  Tex. ,  April  15 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
the  10th  of  January,  1863,  which  did  not  reach  me  until  the  9th  instant, 
at  this  place,  directing  me  to  transfer  the  enlisted  men  under  my  com¬ 
mand  to  the  C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane.  I  have  this  day,  by  the  first  avail¬ 
able  means  of  transportation,  transferred  these  to  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  John  [Joseph]  N.  Barney,  C.  S.  Navy,  whom  I  have  also 
furnished  with  an  inventory  of  all  public  property  under  the  Navy 
Department  which  is  under  my  control  in  Texas. 

On  the  9th  instant,  with  your  order  above  alluded  to,  I  received  an 
order  from  Assistant  Adjutant-General  John  Withers,  relieving  me 
from  dut}^  with  the  Army,  and  directing  me  to  report  in  person  to  you 
at  Richmond,  Va.  In  obedience  to  the  same  I  shall  proceed  thither. 

1  am,  very  respectfully, 


Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 


[Telegrams.] 

Where  is  the  enemy’s  fleet? 

Major-General  Gardner, 

Port  Hudson. 


Jackson,  April  16 ,  1863. 
J.  C.  Pemberton. 


'  Port  Hudson,  April  16 ,  1863. 

The  enemy’s  upper  fleet  is  beyond  the  point  just  above  Port  Hudson. 
Essex ,  sloop  of  war,  and  Monongahela  below  the  bend. 

Frank  Gardner. 

Lieutenant-General  Pemberton,  Jackson. 


Jackson,  April  16,  1863. 

Move  the  guns  I  spoke  of  at  once,  and  I  will  send  a  7-inch  rifled  and 
10-inch  columbiad  to  replace  them. 


General  C.  L.  Stevenson,  Vicksburg. 


J.  C.  Pemberton. 
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Jackson,  April  16,  1863. 

To  what  extent  has  raft  been  destroyed?  Will  it  admit  passage? 
Defer  the  movement  of  Vaughn’s  brigade  until  further  orders. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 

General  C.  L.  Stevenson,  Vicksburg. 


Jackson,  April  17,  1863 — 2:30  a.  m. 
Five  gunboats  have  passed  down  by  Vicksburg. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 

General  Frank  Gardner,  Port  Hudson. 


Transfer  list  of  persons  in  the  Confederate  naval  service  by  Commander 
W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Barney,  C.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  C.  8.  8.  Harriet  Lane. 

Trinity  River, 

Near  Smithfield ,  Polk  County,  Tex. ,  April  13,  1863. 


Name. 

Rating. 

Date  of 
entrance. 

Period  of 
service. 

Expiration  of 
service. 

Pay  per 
month. 

Date  of  last 
payment. 

Chester  Congdon . 

Henrv  Sternhoff . 

John  McCann . 

William  Bejjio . 

Boatswain. . . . 
Carp’s  mate  . . 

Seaman . 

. do . 

Apr.  1, 1863 
July  5, 1862 
Apr.  1, 1863 
. do . 

1  year  . . 

_ do ... 

— do ... 
_ do  . . . 

Apr.  1, 1864 
July  15,1863 
Apr.  1,1864 
. do . 

*30 

25 

18 

18 

18 

18 

Apr.  1 , 1863 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Samuel  Botts  . 

. do . 

Mar.  1, 1863 
July  1,1862 

_ do  . . . 

. do . 

Francis  Delbrel . 

. do . 

_ do  ... 

July  1, 1863 

W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander,  C.  8.  Navy. 


Received  April  18,  1863,  from  Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S. 
Navy,  the  above-stated  persons  with  their  accounts. 

J.  N.  Barney,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  C.  8.  8.  Harriet  Lane ,  Galveston  Bay. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Barney,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Hunter, 

C.  8.  Navy,  referring  to  trie  probable  disposition  of  the  C.  8.  8. 

Harriet  Lane. 

C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 

%  Galveston  Bay,  April  18,  1863. 

My  Dear  Captain:  I  have  just  received  your  very  kind  letter  of 
13th  instant,  and  thank  you  for  the  hints. 

I,  fortunately,  was  ordered  here  for  the  purpose  of  taking  this  ship 
to  sea,  and  so  have  not  been  placed  under  the  military  authorities. 

Finding  that  I  could  not  get  the  ship  to  sea,  and  could  be  of  no  serv¬ 
ice  here,  I  applied  to  be  detached,  and  think  orders  to  that  effect  are 
now  on  their  way  here.  Most  probably  the  ship  will  be  turned  over 
to  General  Magruder.  In  that  case,  if  you  think  best,  the  property 
at  Colonel  Hamilton’s  had  better  be  left  there,  subject  to  the  orders  of 
the  Navy  Department.  I  think  it  likely  the  men  I  have  will.be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  gunboat  building  at  Shreveport,  La.,  by  Lieutenant 
J.  H.  Carter,  of  the  Navy. 
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I  congratulate  you  on  being  relieved  from  duty  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  and  hope  soon  to  follow  you  to  Virginia.  I  enclose  a  note  to 
my  wife,  which  1  will  thank  }mu  to  mail  in  Richmond.  1  do  not  know 
where  she  is  now.  I  was  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  your  namesake 
Midshipman  W.  W.  Hunter,  son  of  Thomas  H. 

Congress  has  a  bill  to  make  three  grades  of  admirals  and  commo¬ 
dores  in  addition  to  the  present  grades — half  the  promotions  to  be 
made  by  seniority  and  half  for  gallant  services.  I  have  given  Mr. 
Congdon  leave,  and  he  has  gone  to  visit  his  wife.  As  Captain  Rogers 
is  waiting  for  this,  1  must  close.  It  will  give  me  much  pleasure  to 
meet  Colonel  Washington. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  IS1.  Barney. 

Captain  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from,  Lieutenant  Barney ,  C.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Hunter , 
C.  8.  Navy ,  requesting  instructions  regarding  disposition  of  public 
property. 

C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 

Galveston  Bay ,  April  18 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  13th  instant,  enclosing  transfer 
list  of  men  and  lists  of  articles  belonging  to  the  Navy  at  Colonel  H. 
Washington’s  plantation  and  on  board  surveying  schooner  Twilight. 
I  have  receipted  to  Captain  Rogers  for  the  men  and  their  accounts. 

It  may  be  proper  to  inform  }tou  that  I  am  informed  biT  telegraph 
from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  Navy  that  orders  for  me  are  on  the 
way  to  this  place.  These  orders  will  probably  detach  me  from  this 
ship  and  order  me  elsewhere.  Should  this  be  the  case,  I  propose 
making  the  same  disposition  of  the  public  property  turned  over  by 
you  as  I  am  directed  to  do  with  this  ship,  unless  you  prefer  that  some 
other  course  should  be  adopted.  In  that  case  I  will  be  glad  to  have 
your  views  upon  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  N.  Barney, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Commodore  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from,  Lieutenant  Barney ,  C.  8.  Navy ,  to  Chief  Engineer  Sula- 
Tcowski ,  G.  8.  Army ,  requesting  the  return  of  men  transferred  from, 
the  C.  8.  8.  LLarriet  Lane. 

Harriet  Lane, 

Galveston  Bay ,  April  W,  [1863]. 

Colonel:  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  call  upon  you  to  send  back  the 
men  belonging  to  this  ship.  I  have  received  orders  to  turn  over  the 
ship  to  the  commanding  general  and  to  send  the  men  to  Red  River.  I 
therefore  request  that  the  men  be  sent  back  to  the  ship  by  Friday,  23d 
instant.  Mr.  McDermont,  will  receive  orders  to  this  effect. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  N.  Barney, 

L ieutenan t,  Commanding . 

Colonel  V.  Sulakowski, 

Chief  Engineer ,  Galveston. 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant  Barney ,  G.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier -  General 

Scurry ,  (7.  &  Army,  regarding  the  transfer  of  a  crew  to  Lieutenant 

Carter ,  (7.  A.  Navy ,  tZ  Shreveport ,  Za. 

C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 

Galveston  Bay ,  April  21,  1863. 

General:  1  am  ordered  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  Navy  to  turn 
over  this  ship  to  Major-General  Magruder. 

I  am  further  instructed  to  transfer  all  the  men  of  the  “Navy 
proper”  to  Shreveport,  La.  Whether  the  men  who  have  been  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  Army  and  enlisted  by  me  for  the  Navy  come  within 
this  order  I  can  not  determine.  But  I  am  unwilling,  without  your 
sanction,  to  send  away  men  who  have  been  discharged  from  the  Army 
for  the  specific  purpose  of  serving  in  this  ship. 

I  have  recently  received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Carter,  of  the 
Navy,  in  command  of  the  vessel  at  Shreveport,  requesting  me  to  try 
to  get  him  a  crew  here.  Unless  you  object,  1  would  send  to  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Carter  such  of  the  men  who  came  from  the  Army  as  are  willing  to 
go.  Of  these  there  are  about  30,  and  1  hope,  general,  that  you 
will  consent  to  this  arrangement.  The  public  service  will,  1  think,  be 
promoted  thereby.  At  least,  I  beg  that  eight  or  ten  firemen  be  allowed 
to  go,  as  that  class  is  indispensable  in  a  steamer,  and  very  difficult  to 
procure. 

This  will  be  handed  you  by  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Hall,  who  is  to  take 
charge  of  the  detachment  to  go  to  Shreveport.  He  will  have  40  offi¬ 
cers  and  men  of  the  Navy,  and  should  you  consent  to  the  transfer  of 
the  others,  70  in  all. 

I  would  ask  for  Lieutenant  Hall  such  assistance  for  the  transporta¬ 
tion  and  subsistence  of  his  party  as  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  render; 
and  which  will  add  to  the  obligations  I  am  already  under  for  many 
acts  of  kindness  rendered  me  by  the  military  authorities  of  this 
district. 

[  will  be  ready  to  turn  over  the  ship  to  whomever  you  may  appoint 
to  receive  her  at  an  early  day  next  week,  depending  upon  the  arrange¬ 
ments  made  by  Lieutenant  Hall,  and  of  which  he  will  inform  you. 

I  would  ask  the  favor  of  a  steamer  to  convey  the  party  to  Houston 
on  that  day. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  N.  Barney, 

Lieutenant  Commanding ,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Brigadier-General  W.  R.  Scurry, 

Commanding  District  Texas ,  etc. ,  Houston. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  Trans-Mississippi, 

Alexandria ,  La.  ,  April  22,  1863. 

(Received  April  29.) 

General:  The  enemy  are  advancing  rapidly  upon  Alexandria. 
Taylor  is  left  with  but  a  handful  of  men,  and  I  have  no  hope  of  rein¬ 
forcements  reaching  us  in  time  to  check  him.  Butte-a-la-Rose  is  in 
his  possession,  and  this  opens  the  Atchafalaya  and  a  passage  for  his 
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gunboats  from  the  Gulf  [of  Mexico]  to  the  Red  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
though  I  am  not  officially  informed  of  any  having  passed  up.  Our 
boats  Queen  of  the  West  and  Diana  were  lost  in  Lay  lor  s  operations  in 
Grand  Lake,  and  we  are  consequently  without  means  of  preventing  his 
occupation  of  this  district. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Kirby  Smith, 
Lieutenant -  General ,  Commanding . 

Lieutenant-General  J.  C.  Pemberton, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Jackson ,  Miss. 


Report  of  Captain  Faries ,  G.  S.  Army ,  regarding  engagement  at  Fort 
B island ,  West  Louisiana ,  April  10-18 ,  1863. 

Faries’  Battery,  P.  L.  A., 

In  the  Field  near  Lecompte ,  Rapides  Parish ,  La. ,  April  22, 1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  camp  at  Bisland  with  this 
battery  on  Friday  morning,  the  10th  of  April  instant,  crossing  to  the 
east  bank  of  Bayou  Teche  by  Palfrey’s  Bridge,  and  moved  to  the  line 
of  proposed  fortifications  on  the  skirt  of  the  woods  extending  from 
the  Teche  to  the  swamp  on  Grand  Lake,  and  took  position  as  follows: 
The  right  section  (two  3-inch  rifle  guns),  under  First  Lieutenant 
B.  F.  Winchester,  in  the  redoubt  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  near 
the  swamp;  the  left  section  (two  12-pounder  held  howitzers),  under 
Lieutenant  J.  R.  Winchester,  on  the  left  of  the  center  of  the  line  of 
battle,  near  the  bayou,  and  the  extreme  right  of  the  left  wing,  com¬ 
manded  by  Brigadier-General  Alfred  Mouton;  the  center  section  (two 
6-pounder  bronze  smoothbore  guns)  under  Second  Lieutenant  Oscar 
Gaudet,  was  posted  midway  between  the  right  and  left  sections.  The 
six  pieces  remained  in  battery,  as  stated,  until  night  on  Saturday, 
the  11th  instant,  when  the  battery  was  moved  forward  to  the  new  line 
of  works  then  in  course  of  construction,  about  150  yards  in  advance 
of  the  line  first  occupied.  To  connect  with  the  redoubt  on  our  extreme 
left,  before  referred  to,  it  became  necessary  to  run  the  line  of  works  at 
an  angle  from  the  center  of  this  line  to  the  redoubt.  This  redoubt  was 
constructed  with  platforms  for  four  field  guns. 

The  right  or  rifle  section  was  posted  near  the  center  of  the  new  line 
of  defense.  The  left  section  took  position  immediately  in  front  of  its 
original  position.  The  center  section  moved  forward  on  the  plantation 
road  through  the  cane  field  that  lay  between  the  right  and  left  sections. 

Early  after  noon,  on  Sunday,  the  12th  of  April,  the  battery  opened 
on  the  enemy’s  advancing  cavalry  and  artillery,  firing  97  rounds  of 
spherical  case  and  shell  with  such  effect  as  to  cause  the  force  in  our 
front  to  retire  hastily.  The  firing  was  continued  with  intervals  for 
nearly  two  hours.  About  dusk  the  ammunition  chests  were  all  refilled. 

A  section  of  Captain  Cornay’s  St.  Mary’s  battery,  composed  of  two 
12-pounder  bronze  field  howitzers,  under  Lieutenant  Oscar  Berwick, 
had  reported  to  me  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant.  This  section 
was  placed  in  the  redoubt  on  the  left  of  the  line,  where  it  remained 
without  firing  until  the  morning  of  the  13th,  when  I  ordered  Lieutenant 
Berwick  to  report  with  his  section  at  headquarters,  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  Teche. 
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No  casualties  occurred  during  the  firing  on  Sunday,  the  12th  instant. 

About  .10  o’clock  on  Monday  morning,  the  13th  instant,  the  enemy 
made  their  appearance  along  our  entire  front,  advancing  in  four  lines 
of  battle,  with  artillery  in  advance  of  infantry.  This  battery  opened 
first  with  howitzers  on  the  right,  near  the  bayou.  Soon  after  the  entire 
battery  of  six  pieces  commenced  firing,  which  was  continued  at  inter¬ 
vals  until  after  dark,  under  a  very  severe  fire  from  the  Yankee  batteries 
on  both  sides  of  Bayou  Teche,  accompanied  the  whole  of  the  afternoon 
with  a  continuous  shower  of  Minie  balls  from  the  enemy’s  skirmishers 
and  sharpshooters. 

I  beg  leave  to  make  a  detailed  report  of  the  three  sections  compos¬ 
ing  this  battery.  '  ' 

The  rifle  section,  under  Lieutenant  B.  F.  Winchester,  commenced 
firing  about  10  o’clock  a.  m. ,  and  continued  with  occasional  intermis¬ 
sions  during  the  forenoon,  directing  its  fire  against  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
and  artillery.  During  the  afternoon  the  firing  was  more  continuous 
from  this  section,  as  the  enemy  brought  more  of  their  pieces  to  bear 
on  it.  Later  in  the  afternoon  it  was  under  very  severe  fire  from 
artillery  and  sharpshooters,  the  latter  having  advanced  within  400 
yards  of  our  line,  and  kept  up  an  incessant  shower  of  Minie  balls  over 
the  low  breastworks,  hastily  thrown  up,  which  were  not  high  enough 
to  protect  cannoneers  or  horses.  The  rifles  still  continued  to  return  the 
fire,  all  the  men,  including  the  sergeants  and  corporals,  taking  turns 
with  the  sponge  staff,  and  only  resting  occasionally  on  their  knees  from 
sheer  exhaustion,  and  frequently  sponging  and  loading  these  rifles  in 
this  position. 

Lieutenant  B.  F.  Winchester  and  all  the  men  of  his  section  acted 
with  distinguished  bravery  and  coolness  under  a  long-continued  and 
concentrated  fire,  to  which  they  responded  until  long  after  dark. 

The  casualties  in  rifle  section  were  1  man  killed  (Private  Fortier) 
and  3  slightly  wounded;  9  horses  killed  and  6  wounded. 

The  left  or  howitzer  section,  under  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Winchester,  on 
the  extreme  right  of  General  Mouton’s  line,  near  the  east  or  left  bank 
of  Bajmu  Teche,  commenced  firing  at  10  o’clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  13th  of  April,  firing  at  intervals  until  afternoon,  when  its  fire  was 
more  continuous  and  effective.  The  enemy  having  moved  up  nearer 
our  line,  this  section  was  under  a  fire  from  the  front  and  right  flanks, 
the  last  from  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Teche. 
It  continued  firing  until  after  nightfall,  alternating  from  right  to  left 
bank  of  the  bayou,  often  enfilading  with  spherical  case  the  enemy’s 
three  or  four  lines  of  infantry  and  their  batteries  on  the  west  bank. 
Here  also  the  cannoneers,  to  protect  themselves  from  the  incessant  fire 
of  the  Yankee  sharpshooters,  sponged  and  served  the  pieces  kneeling. 
Lieutenant  J.  R.  Winchester  and  all  the  men  of  his  section  behaved 
with  their  accustomed  coolness  and  gallantry.  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Win¬ 
chester,  by  my  order,  was  compelled  to  abandon  one  of  his  caissons, 
which  was  so  damaged  by  shot  as  to  be  unserviceable.  He  succeeded 
in  hauling  it  to  Palfrey’s  Bridge,  where,  after  destroying  the  car¬ 
tridges,  the  caisson  was  run  off  the  bridge  and  sunk  in  the  center  of 
the  bayou.  . 

Casualties  in  left  section:  2  men  wounded,  1  seriously;  12  horses 
killed. 

The  center  section  on  the  13th  instant  was  commanded  by  Senior 
Second  Lieutenant  S.  R.  Garrett,  who  had  reported  for  duty  on  the 
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night  of  the  12th.  He  was  assisted  by  Second  Lieutenant  Oscar 
Gaudet,  chief  of  the  line  of  caissons.  The  two  6-pounder  bronze 
smoothbore  guns  of  this  section  opened  at  10  o’clock  a.  m.  on  the 
advanced  infantry  of  the  enemy  and  Federal  battery  on  their  right. 
At  11  o’clock  a.  m.  I  ordered  this  section  to  the  left  of  the  line, 
between  the  rifle  section  and  the  redoubt,  on  the  extreme  left,  as  I 
had  been  informed  by  General  Mouton  that  the  enemy  was  massing 
his  infantry  on  our  extreme  left,  where  the  [Seventh?]  Regiment 
Texas  Cavalry,  under  Colonel  A.  P.  Bagby,  had  been  for  some  hours 
skirmishing  heavily  with  the  enemy.  This  section  remained  near  the 
extreme  left  for  two  hours,  during  which  time  they  were  under  a 
very  severe  and  continuous  infantry  and  artillery  fire  in  their  front, 
and  from  an  enfilading  tire  from  a  Federal  rifle  battery  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Teche,  which  killed  9  and  wounded  5  horses.  Up  to  this 
time  3  men  had  been  wounded.  The  enemy  having  been  driven  back 
on  the  left  by  the  united  efforts  of  this  section  and  the  command  of 
the  gallant  Bagby,  who  was  severely  wounded,  as  soon  as  the  harness 
could  be  taken  from  the  dead  horses,  the  right  piece  was  ordered, 
under  Lieutenant  Garrett,  to  return  to  its  former  position  on  the  right 
of  the  rifle  section,  where  he  tired  until  dusk,  when  a  solid  shot  from 
the  enemy’s  rifle  battery  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Teche  cut  the  tire 
and  felly  of  the  right  wheel  of  the  carriage,  instantly  killing  Acting 
Gunner  Private  Joseph  Landry,  who,  with  his  hands  on  the  elevating- 
screw,  was  in  the  act  of  aiming  the  piece;  at  the  same  time  a  shower 
of  Minie  balls  continued  to  pass  over  the  slight  earthworks.  The 
disabled  wheel  was  at  once  exchanged  for  the  spare  wheel  from  the 
caisson,  and  the  piece  continued  firing  with  canister  until  after  dark. 
The  other  piece  of  the  center  section,  under  Lieutenant  O.  Gaudet, 
remained  on  the  left  of  the  rifle  section  and  continued  to  fire  until 
dark,  under  a  very  severe  fire  from  the  artillery  and  sharpshooters  of 
the  enemy,  when  it  was  moved  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  and  took 
position  in  the  redoubt,  covering  the  position  of  the  [Seventh?]  Regi¬ 
ment  Texas  Cavalry,  Colonel  A.  P.  Bagby,  in  its  front. 

The  conduct  of  Lieutenants  Garrett  and  Gaudet  and  the  men  of  the 
center  section  was  marked  by  the  most  becoming  coolness  and  gallantry. 

Casualties  in  center  section:  1  man  killed  and  4  wounded;  9  horses 
killed  and  5  wounded. 

This  battery  remained  in  position  until  2:30  o’clock  a.  m.  on  the 
morning  of  the  14th  of  April,  when  I  received  the  order  from  you  to 
retire  toward  Franklin,  13  miles  in  our  rear,  which  place  was  reached 
soon  after  sunrise  on  the  14th  instant.  By  direction  of  General  Tay¬ 
lor,  the  commander  in  chief,  I  then  sent  the  rifle  section,  under  Lieu¬ 
tenant  B.  F.  Winchester,  to  report  to  General  Mouton,  above  Frank¬ 
lin,  where  some  4,000  of  the  enemy  had  landed  on  the  lake  shore  for 
the  purpose  of  turning  our  position  at  Bisland,  which  was  not  pre¬ 
vented  by  a  small  force  sent  from  our  lines  the  night  of  the  12th 
instant.  I  pi’oceeded  with  the  other  four  pieces  by  the  road  called 
the  “Cut-off,”  and  at  Jeanerette,  that  night,  was  rejoined  by  the  rifle 
section.  Here  the  right  and  left  sections  took  position  in  battery, 
commanding  the  road  through  the  prairie,  to  cover  the  passage  of  our 
wagon  train.  On  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant  the  battery  moved 
forward  up  the  bayou  road  to  Nelson’s  plantation,  where  the  rifle 
section  was  again  detached  with  the  rear  guard,  composed  of  Sibley’s 
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brigade  of  Texas  cavalry,  all  under  Colonel  Tom  Green.  The  rifle 
section  remained  at  Nelson’s  until  3:30  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
15th,  when  it  moved  forward,  passing  through  New  Iberia  at  daylight. 
In  the  meantime  the  other  two  sections  had  passed  through  New 
Iberia.  The  ride  section  was  relieved  by  a  section  of  Cornay’s  Louisi¬ 
ana  battery  2  miles  above  New  Iberia.  The  battery  went  into  park 
and  encamped  at  old  Camp  Pratt,  above  Spanish  Lake,  on  the  night 
of  the  15th  instant.  Marching  on  the  16th,  crossed  the  prairie  some 
20  miles  to  Vermilion  Bridge,  crossing  which,  encamped  on  the  west 
bank  until  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the  17th  instant,  when  the  right 
and  left  sections  moved  forward,  passing  through  Vermilion  ville, 
leaving  the  center  section,  under  Lieutenant  O.  Gaudet,  in  battery, 
posted  with  a  section  of  Captain  Sayers’  Valverde  Battery,  Lieutenant 
[William]  Smith  covering  the  Vermilion  Bridge  and  commanding  the 
prairie  beyond.  About  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  enemy  having  thrown  a 
bod}r  of  sharpshooters  in  several  houses  on  the  right  of  the  bridge,  in 
the  prairie  on  the  east  bank,  supported  by  cavalry  and  artillery,  the 
sharpshooters  were  dislodged,  and  retired  after  Lieutenant  Gaudet 
had  tired  13  rounds  of  spherical  case.  The  enemy’s  artillery  shelled 
Lieutenant  Gaudet’s  position  until  night  closed  in,  but  without  effect, 
his  pieces  and  caissons  being  protected  b}^  a  heavy  growth  of  timber, 
and  the  enemy’s  shells  exploding  too  high  and  in  his  rear. 

Casualties  in  the  center  section  on  the  17th  of  April:  1  man  slightly 
wounded;  1  horse  crippled  and  abandoned. 

Soon  after  night  Lieutenant  Gaudet  retired  his  section  and,  march¬ 
ing  all  night,  rejoined  the  battery  at  Opelousas,  20  miles  distant,  on 
the  morning  of  the  18th  instant. 

It  becomes  my  duty,  and  it  affords  me  much  pleasure,  to  report  an 
act  of  resolute  gallantry  on  the  part  of  Corporal  Ganier  and  Sergeant 
A.  Kroll,  both  of  Captain  S.  Alexander]  Poche’s  Company  B,  Eight¬ 
eenth  Louisiana  Volunteers.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  of  April, 
when  the  fire  from  the  enemy’s  artilleiy  and  infantry  was  hottest,  all 
of  the  drivers  of  a  caisson  of  the  center  section  having  been  wounded, 
the  team  of  four  horses — two  having  been  killed — took  fright  and  ran 
over  the  cane  field  in  rear  of  the  battery,  for  some  time  closely 
pursued  by  these  twro  intrepid  soldiers,  until  the  horses  became  suffi¬ 
ciently  exhausted  to  allow  themselves  to  be  secured,  when  these  two 
men  alone  restored  the  caisson  to  its  position  in  rear  of  its  piece. 
Both  of  the  horses  of  the  chiefs  of  pieces  had  been  killed,  and  none 
of  the  cannoneers  could  be  spared  from  their  posts. 

Five  hundred  and  fifteen  rounds  of  ammunition  were  fired  by  this 
battery  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  April,  at  Bisland. 

Total  casualties:  2  men  killed,  10  men  wounded,  2  severely;  missing 
5,  captured  on  hospital  boat  Cornie ,  sick;  wounded,  13;  detailed 
as  pilot  and  engineer  on  gunboat  Diana ,  captured,  2.  Total  horses 
killed,  33;  wounded  11. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Faries, 

Captain,  Comdg.  Battery.,  Acting  Chief  of  Artillery , 

( Mouton’s)  First  Brigade  Louisiana  infantry. 

Major  J.  L.  Brent, 

Chief  of  Artillery ,  District  of  Western  Louisiana. 
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Letter  from  Commander  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Barney , 

C.  S.  Navy ,  advising  regarding  the  disposition  of  public  property. 

Trinity  River, 

Near  Smithfield ,  Polk  County ,  Tea?.,  April  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant.  1  will  leave 
for  Richmond,  V a.,  with  Captain  W.  F.  Rogers,  late  commanding 
schooner  Dodge ,  by  the  first  conveyance.  I  think  it  my  duty  lo  sug¬ 
gest  to  you  that,  as  the  public  property  at  Colonel  Hamilton  Wash¬ 
ington’s  is  strictly  naval,  and  may  be  of  the  very  greatest  use  where  it 
is  for  defense  of  this  important  locality,  you  will  allow  it  to  remain 
where  it  is,  in  charge  of  Colonel  Hamilton  Washington,  he  having 
receipted  to  me  for  the  same  with  that  view.  I  did  not  ask  you  for  a 
receipt,  but  simply  informed  you  of  its  position,  lest  it  might  be.  useful 
to  your  command.  1  do  not  consider  that  you  are  at  all  required  to 
turn  it  over  to  the  military  authority,  as  you  have  in  no  way  made 
yourself  responsible  for  it. 

Wishing  you  every  happiness  and  success, 

I  am,  truly  and  respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander ,  G.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Joseph  N.  Barney,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Mayor-  General  Taylor ,  C.  S.  Army ,  commanding  District 
of  Western  Louisiana,  regarding  operations,  April  9-23. 

Headquarters  District  of  Western  Louisiana, 

Alexandria,  April  23,  1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  recent 
engagements  with  the  enemy: 

On  Thursday  morning,  9th  instant,  information  was  communicated 
to  me  by  Colonel  Gray,  commanding  at  Camp  Bisland,  that  the  enemy, 
under  cover  of  their  gunboats,  had  crossed  a  small  force  from  Bra- 
shear  City  to  Berwick  City,  and  that  our  pickets  in  the  vicinity  of 
Berwick  had  been  driven  in.  Later  in  the  day  the  same  officer -dis¬ 
patched  to  me  information  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  at  Brashear 
and  was  crossing  troops  to  Berwick.  This  reached  me  while  1  was  on 
my  way  to  Butte-a-la-Rose  for  the  purpose  of  hastening  the  departure 
of  our  gunboat  fleet  from  that  point,  in  order  to  place  it  in  Grand 
Lake,  with  a  view  to  operations  against  the  enemy  or  protection  of 
the  several  landings  on  that  lake  from  his  approach,  as  his  movements 
might  be  developed.  I  immediately  returned  to  Camp  Bisland  and 
moved  Colonel  Green’s  regiment,  Fifth  Texas  Mounted  Volunteers, 
to  the  front,  throwing  out  a  strong  picket  in  advance,  with  orders  to 
proceed  as  near  Berwick  as  possible,  to  skirmish  with  the  enemy, 
ascertain  his  strength,  and  retard  his  advance.  Having  given  orders 
for  the  gunboats  Queen  of  the  West,  Grand  Duke,  and  Mary  T,  to  ren¬ 
dezvous  at  Butte-a-la-Rose,  and  with  utmost  dispatch  proceed  down 
the  Atchafalaya  and  Grand  Lake,  I  sent  one  of  my  staff  officers  to 
hurry  them  down.  *  *  * 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  11th  instant,  the  enemy  com¬ 
menced  seriously  to  advance.  With  an  advance  guard  of  five  regi- 
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merits  of  infantry,  several  batteries  of  artillery,  and  a  battalion  of 
cavalry,  he  moved  up  in  line  of  battle  toward  the  upper  mouth  of  the 
Bayou  Teche,  where  he  halted  and  encamped  for  the  night.  A  gun¬ 
boat  accompanied  this  advance  line  and  served  as  a  support  to  its  right 
Hank.  *  *  *  The  gunboat  Diana ,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 

Nettles,  of  the  Yalverde  Battery,  heading  down  the  stream  on  the 
line  of  our  defenses.  *  *  *  Learning  that  a  gunboat  and  several 

transports  of  the  enemy  had  been  seen  in  Grand  Lake,  Vincent’s  reg¬ 
iment  was  ordered  about  midday  to  proceed  to  Verdun’s  Landing  and 
watch  the  movement  of  these  boats,  preventing  them  from  making  a 
landing  at  that  point,  which  was  only  4  miles  to  the  left  and  rear  of 
our  position. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

Shortly  after  the  close  of  this  engagement  I  received  information 
that  5  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats,  with  several  transports,  towing 
barges  and  Hats  crowded  with  troops  and  artillery,  had  gone  up  Grand 
Lake  and  were  tying  off  Hudgins  Point,  when  Vincent’s  regiment, 
reinforced  with  another  section  of  Cornay’s  battery,  was  ordered  to 
that  point,  with  instructions  to  prevent,  if  possible,  a  landing  by  the 
enemy  at  Hudgins  and  Char enton.  *  *  *  By  leaving  a  small  force 

behind  our  earthworks  I  was  satisfied  that  the  other  troops,  assisted 
by  the  Diana ,  moving  down  the  bayou  on  a  line  with  the  attacking 
column  on  the  west  bank  of  the  bayou,  could  drive  the  enemy  back, 
throw  him  in  confusion,  and  render  it  necessary  for  him  to  withdraw 
the  force  which  he  was  endeavoring  to  land  in  our  rear  to  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  his  army  in  our  front.  *  *  *  I  returned  to  our  front  about 

daylight,  and  was  informed  by  a  Major  Brent  and  Major  Levy  of  the 
failure  of  Brigadier-General  Sibley  to  organize  the  attack. 

*  *  -*  *  -X-  *  * 

Lieutenant  Nettles,  who  had  commanded  the  Diana  up  to  Monday 
morning,  and  had  handled  her  with  great  skill,  was  at  that  time  forced 
to  retire,  on  account  of  severe  illness,  and  Captain  Semmes,  of  the 
artillery,  was  placed  in  command  of  her. 

******* 

About  11  o  clock  on  Monday,  the  13th,  the  enemy  displayed  in  our 
front,  on  both  sides  of  the  bayou,  at  least  14,000  men,  and  advanced 
with  a  show  of  confidence  upon  our  earthworks.  A  fierce  combat  was 
kept  up  until  sundown.  *  *  *  Our  artillery  wasted  no  ammuni¬ 

tion,  but  opened  on  the  advancing  line  of  the  enemy  whenever  they 
attempted  to  force  our  works.  A  battery  of  Parrott  guns  concen¬ 
trated  their  fire  upon  the  Diana ,  which,  under  Captain  Semmes,  was 
pouring  its  fire  upon  the  center  of  the  advancing  line,  when  a  shell 
from  a  30-pounder  Parrott  siege  gun  penetrated  the  plating  in  front 
of  the  boilers,  exploded  in  the  engine  room,  deranged  a  portion  of  the 
machinery,  and  killed  2  men — the  chief  and  one  of  the  assistant  engi¬ 
neers — and  wounded  5  of  the  crew.  This  rendered  it  necessary  for 
the  Diana  to  fall  back  beyond  the  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns  and 
repair  damages,  which  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  was 
completed  only  at  about  midnight. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

[April  1D\. — Having  repulsed  the  enemy,  and  holding  him  in  check, 
I  ordered  the  gunboat  Diana  to  move  up  above  Franklin  and  take 
position  on  the  right  of  our  line,  so  that  her  guns  would  sweep  the 


824 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


fields  and  woods  which  the  enemy  had  held,  and  placing  Brigadier- 
General  Mouton  in  command  of  the  troops  who  were  in  line  at 
McKerall’s  field,  I  repaired  to  Franklin  and  pressed  forward  the  train 
and  troops  then  just  arriving  on  the  “  Cut-off”  road  from  Franklin  to 
New  Iberia. 

**■**■*■*  * 

With  great  coolness  and  steadiness  Colonel  Green  retired  slowly 
before  the  heavy  advance  guard  of  the  enemy.  *  *  *  I  had  given 

the  necessary  orders  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  under  command 
of  Brigadier-General  Mouton,  the  abandonment  of  the  Diana  by 
Captain  Semmes  and  his  crew,  and  the  burning  of  that  vessel  before 
Colonel  Green,  with  the  rear  guard,  came  into  the  town  of  Franklin, 
at  the  upper  end  of  which  town  the  “  Cut-off”  road  commenced.  But, 
as  I  have  since  learned,  Brigadier-General  Siblej’’,  without  communi¬ 
cating  his  intention  to  me,  although  I  was  in  Franklin  at  the  time,  dis¬ 
patched  one  of  his  staff  officers  to  Colonel  Green  with  an  order  to  fall 
back  at  once  through  Franklin  or  the  enemy  would  take  possession  of 
the  road  above  at  a  point  known  as  Harding’s  Lane  and  cut  him  off. 
In  obedience  to  that  order  Colonel  Green  immediately  fell  back 
through  Franklin  into  the  “  Cut-off”  road,  set  fire  to  the  bridge  on  the 
road,  taking  it  for  granted  that  all  the  other  troops  had  passed  over. 
Brigadier-General  Mouton,  with  his  command,  then  retired,  the  gen¬ 
eral  and  his  staff  crossing  the  bridge  while  it  was  burning.  Captain 
Semmes  held  the  Diana  in  position,  faithfully  discharging  his  duty, 
and  set  her  on  fire  only  when  General  Mouton  had  fallen  back.  Thus, 
by  the  unjustifiable  and  careless  order  of  General  Sibley,  the  escape  of 
Captain  Semmes  and  his  crew,  as  prearranged,  was  prevented,  and  1 
fear  that  he  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  crew  have  become  prisoners. 

At  about  9:30  o’clock  a.  m.  all  the  wagons  and  troops  had  passed 
through  the  town  of  Franklin,  and  as  the  rear  of  General  Mouton’s 
command  left  the  upper  portion  of  the  town  the  advance  guard  of  the 
enemy  entered  the  lower  portion.  At  Franklin  the  steamboats  which 
had  been  in  the  Lower  Teche  and  used  for  transportation  of  troops 
and  stores  were  burned  to  prevent  them  from  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  with  the  exception  of  the  steamer  Cornie ,  on  which  the 
sick  and  wounded  had  been  removed  from  Camp  Bisland,  and  the 
unheard  of  plan  was  adopted  of  attempting  to  pass  the  boat  with  the 
sick  and  wounded  on  board  through  the  enemy’s  lines  under  a  hospital 
flag,  although  I  had  given  orders  for  a  sufficient  number  of  vehicles  to 
be  in  readiness  at  Franklin  to  transport  the  sick  and  wounded  by  land 
to  a  place  of  safety.  This  course  was  adopted  by  Chief  Surgeon 
Parrish,  under  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Sibley,  and,  of  course, 
the  boat  and  those  on  board  fell  into  the  enemy’s  hands.  *  *  *  I 

was  compelled  to  order  the  destruction  of  the  gunboat  Stevens ,  below 
New  Iberia;  she  was  in  charge  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Humphreys,  C.  S.  Navy.  That  officer  report¬ 
ing  t°  me  that  she  was  in  an  unfinished  condition  and  unfit  for  action 
with  the  enemy,  there  being  no  means  of  getting  her  out  of  reach  of 
the  enemy,  I  ordered  her  to  be  sunk  as  low  down  the  bayou  as  pos¬ 
sible,  so  that  she  would  afford  an  obstruction  to  the  enemy’s  boats 
ascending.  This  order  was  not  carried  out  as  given  by  me,  but  she 
was  sunk  about  2  miles  below  New  Iberia,  when  she  might  have  been 
sunk  5  or  fi  miles  lower. 
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In  all  our  engagements  with  the  enemy  and  during  the  lighting  on 
the  retreat,  running  through  ten  days,  the  conduct  of  officers  and 
troops  who  participated  therein  can  not  be  too  highly  extolled.  *  *  * 
Captain  Semmes,  in  command  of  the  Diana ,  and  his  crew  conducted 
themselves  with  the  greatest  bravery  and  intrepidity,  and  deserve  the 
highest  encomiums. 

*  ****** 


I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 


Brigadier-General  Boggs,  Chief  of  Staff. 


R.  Taylor, 

Major-  General. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Gardner ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Commander 
Macomb ,  U.  S.  Mary,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Genesee ,  declining  a 
request  for  the  withdrawal  of  families  from  the  picket  line. 

Headquarters, 

Port  Hudson ,  La.,  April  2 6 ,  1863. 
Sir:  Your  note  of  yesterday’s  date  to  the  commanding  officer  of  my 
picket  opposite  Thompson’s  Point  has  been  forwarded  to  me. 

In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  1  look  upon  your  notice  for  families  to 
withdraw  from  the  vicinity  of  the  pickets  as  merely  indicating  an 
intention  of  destroying  houses  and  other  private  property  on  the  river, 
as  such  has  been  the  mode  of  warfare  adopted  by  the  United  States 
forces  when  they  have  failed  upon  an  attack  upon  the  batteries  as 
stations  of  troops. 

My  pickets  are  posted  without  refei’ence  to  houses  in  their  vicinity, 
and  as  it  is  not  the  intention  to  consult  the  commander  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Genesee  as  to  their  position  they  will  not  be  withdrawn 
upon  any  threats  from  him. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Prank  Gardner, 

Major-General ,  Commanding  C.  S.  Forces. 

Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Genesee, 

Mississippi  River. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Logan ,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the 
attack  by  Federal  gunboats  upon  Fort  Beauregard. 

Fort  Beauregard, 
Harrisonburg ,  [  La.],  May  10,  1863. 

Captain:  Four  Federal  gunboats  came  up  this  morning  at  2  o’clock. 
They  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bushley,  and  immediately  sent  a 
flag 'of  truce.  I  dispatched  Captain  Benton  and  Lieutenant  Blanchard 
to  meet  the  flag  and  state  that  I  hold  the  fort  forever.  Lieutenant 
[William  W.]  Fowler  represented  the  Federal  Government.  He 
informed  us  that  Commodore  [Selim  E.]  Woodworth  commanded  the 
fleet,  and  demanded  the  unconditional  surrender  of  the  fort  and  its 
surroundings.  If  we  did  not  accede  to  the  command  the}^  would  give 
us  one  hour  to  move  the  women  and  children  out  of  the  town. 
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Captain  Benton  responded  that  the  only  answer  he  could  give  was 
that  the  tort  would  be  defended  at  all  hazards,  and  that  the  women 
and  children  were  already  moved. 

The  flag  of  truce  returned,  and  an  hour  afterwards  three  of  the  gun¬ 
boats  began  shelling.  They  tired  150  shots,  but  have  done  no  damage, 
only  knocking  up  some  of  the  parapet.  They  have  destro}7ed  one 
house  in  the  town. 

We  have  fired  but  few  shots,  as  they  are  a  little  out  of  range,  and 
are  awaiting  for  them  to  approach  us  to  give  them  their  deserts.  Our 
firing  is  accurate,  but  falls  short,  and  therefore  I  shall  tire  no  more 
until  they  come  nearer. 

Lieutenant  Carter  lias  this  instant  been  seriously  wounded. 

We  should  have  more  troops  between  here  and  Alexandria. 

I  shall  hold  the  fort  with  Clod’s  blessing. 

Your  obedient  servant,  in  haste, 

George  Wm.  Logan, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel ,  Commanding  Post. 

Captain  Samuel  Boyer  Davis, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Monroe ,  La. 

P.  S. — 6:15  p.  m.:  The  enemy  has  shelled  us  steadily  until  this 
time,  but  has  this  instant  retired,  I  suppose,  for  a  little  rest. 


[Telegram.] 

Y'azoo  City,  May  W,  1863. 

Inform  General  Johnston  that  enemy’s  gunboats  are  reported  ascend¬ 
ing  the  Yazoo,  and  from  their  position  at  sunset  may  be  expected  to 
reach  Yazoo  City  by  noon  to-morrow. 

1.  N.  Brown,  C.  S.  Navy. 

W.  W.  Rucker, 

Commanding  Post. 


Letter  from  a  committee  at  Mobile  to  Admiral  Buchanan ,  C.  S.  Navy , 
in  behalf  of  refugees  from  New  Orleans. 

Mobile,  May  20,  1863. 

Admiral:  The  undersigned  have  been  appointed  a  committee  on 
behalf  of  Louisianians  now  in  Mobile  to  take  such  steps  as  shall  secure 
the  early  transportation  to  this  city  of  their  unfortunate  fellow-citizens 
who  have  been  exiled  from  New  Orleans  as  “registered  enemies,”  and 
who  are  now,  to  the  number  of  several  thousand,  including  old  men, 
women,  and  children,  at  or  on  the  way  to  Pascagoula. 

It  is  evident  to  you.  admiral,  that  the  distance  b}^  land  to  that  point, 
and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  conveyance,  carriages,  wagons,  etc.,  is 
such  that  several  weeks  would  be  consumed  in  the  removal,  during 
which  delay  great  inconvenience  and  suffering  would  result. 

It  has  occurred  to  us  that,  under  cover  of  a  flag  of  truce,  permission 
could  be  obtained  from  the  enemy’s  fleet  off  Mobile  for  the  passage  to 
and  fro  of  a  steamer  from  this  city,  to  bring  away  the  refugees,  which 
could  thus  be  effected  speedily  and  with  comfort,  and  we  take  the 
liberty  of  requesting  from  you,  sir,  if  compatible  with  your  sense  of 
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official  propriety,  such  communication  with  the  enemy  as  would  lead 
to  the  result  desired. 

With  high  regard,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  D.  B.  De  Bow. 

E.  D.  Fenner. 

J.  Bensadon. 

Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding ,  Mobile. 


Letter  from  Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  a,  committee  at  Mobile, 
acceding  to  their  request  in  behalf  of  refugees  from  New  Orleans. 

Naval  Commandant’s  Office, 

Mobile,  Ala. ,  May  HO,  1863. 

Gentlemen:  Your  communication  of  this  date  I  have  received.  I 
can  full}7  appreciate  your  desire  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  your 
unfortunate  fellow-citizens  who  have  been  so  cruelly  exiled  from  their 
homes  by  our  unfeeling  Yankee  enemies.  I  will  communicate  by  flag 
of  truce  with  the  commander  of  the  blockading  fleet,  and  ascertain  if 
your  wishes  can  be  complied  with.  I  have  but  little  hope,  however, 
that  any  act  to  relieve  the  distress  of  men,  women,  and  children  will 
be  granted  by  such  people. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Franklin  Buchanan, 

Admiral,  etc. 

Messrs.  J.  D.  B.  De  Bow,  E.  D.  Fenner,  and  ,T.  Bensadon. 


Letter  from  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Admiral  Buchanan, 
C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  case  of  refugees  from  New  Orleans. 

Fort  Morgan,  May  HI,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  have  communicated  with  the  enemy’s  fleet.  Captain 
Goldsborough  declines  acceding  to  your  wishes;  says  he  has  orders  not 
to  suffer  anything  to  pass  the  bars;  but  will  at  once  send  for  instruc¬ 
tions  to  his  admiral,  and  send  you  his  decision  under  flag  of  truce. 

Thomas  T.  Hunter, 

Commanding ,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Admiral  F.  Buchanan. 


Report  of  Brigadier-  General  Bee,  C.  8.  Army,  announcing  the  arrival 
of  the  steamer  Queen  of  the  Sea  from  London. 

Brownsville,  [Tex.],  May  HH,  1863. 

My  Dear  Sir:  The  steamer  Queeyi  of  ties  Sea  [ Sea  Queen],  twenty- 
six  days  from  London,  is  in.  She  is  the  consort  of  the  Peterhoff,  and 
brings  a  most  valuable  cargo  for  the  Government. 

******  * 

H.  P.  Bee. 


Major-General  J.  B.  Magruder. 
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Order  of  Admiral  Buchanan ,  C.  A.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Harrison, 
C.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  location  of  torpedoes  in  Mobile  Bay. 

Naval  Commandant’s  Office, 

Mobile ,  Ala...  May  °25,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  been  informed  by  Brigadier-General  D.  Leadbetter  that 
ten  or  twelve  torpedoes  have  been  placed  in  the  channel  at  Grant’s 
Pass,  extending  from  the  battery  westerly  about  gunshot  range. 

Some  others  have  been  placed  in  the  blind  channel  a  mile  east  of 
Spanish  River  battery,  and  on  a  line  from  that  work  running  a  little 
south  of  east.  They  will  also  be  placed  in  the  channels  of  Blakely  and 
Apalachee  rivers,  below  the  new  battery  nowr  building  there,  and  in 
Garrow’s  Bend,  south  of  the  city.  There  is  little  occasion  for  boats  or 
vessels  to  visit  these  locations,  but  should  it  become  necessary  to  do 
so,  I  would  recommend  a  previous  reference  to  this  office.  It  is  likely 
that  torpedoes  will  soon  be  placed  at  Fort  Morgan  also,  extending 
from  the  west  bank  easterly  toward  the  fort,  so  as  to  occupy  three- 
fourths  of  the  channel’s  width.  It  is  desirable  therefore  that  all  ves¬ 
sels  passing  the  fort  keep  close  into  the  wharf  and  east  bank  for  a 
considerable  distance  both  north  and  south  of  the  fort.  This  will 
cause  little  trouble  and  may  prevent  accident. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frankn.  Buchanan, 

Admiral ,  etc. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  George  W.  Harrison,  C.  S.  Navy, 

C.  8.  8.  Morgan,  Mobile  River. 


Extract  from  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  1863,  Acting  Master  James  Duke  left  Mobile 
with  a  launch  and  a  crew  and  on  the  8th  of  June  boarded  and  captured 
at  Pass  a  l’Outre  the  Federal  steam  propeller  Boston,  and  put  to  sea. 
On  the  same  day  he  captured  the  Federal  barks  Lenox  and  Texana, 
with  assorted  cargoes;  burned  them,  and  reached  Mobile  in  safety  with 
the  Boston  on  the  11th  of  June,  bringing  the  crews  of  the  vessels — 19 
men — prisoners. 


Letter  from  the  O.  8.  agent  at  Havana  to  the  Confederate  commissioner 
at  London,  announcing  the  capture  of  blockade  runner  General 
Buckner ,  carrying  Mr.  Hobson  ,  bearer  of  dispatches. 

Havana,  June  2,  1863. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  the  General  Buckner,  the 
steamer  on  which  Mr.  Hobson  (who  carried  dispatches  from  you  for 
the  Government)  took  passage,  was  captured  near  Mobile. '  Your 
dispatches  were  thrown  overboard,  and  Mr.  Hobson  was  sent  to  New 
York  a  prisoner.  The  General  Buckner  was  our  best  blockade  runner, 
and  has  since  been- fitted  out  as  a  gunboat  to  operate  ag'ainst  us. 

The  trade  between  this  and  the  Confederate  States  has  greatly 
increased  of  late,  and  with  two  exceptions  our  steamers  have  been 
successful. 
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The  news  from  the  Confederacy  is  very  cheering.  The  Yankees 
have  been  badly  defeated  at  Vicksburg-  and  Port  Hudson,  and  the  food 
question,  which  gave  our  people  so  much  anxiety  at  one  time,  is  no 
longer  a  bugbear;  but  you  get  the  news  at  London  almost  as  soon  as 
we  get  it  here. 

I  have  not  heard  from  you  for  a  very  long  time.  1  trust  you  are 
in  good  health  and  high  spirits. 

Very  faithfully,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 

Hon.  James.  M.  Mason,  etc., 

London. 


Order  of  Major-General  Maqruder ,  G.  S.  Army ,  to  Major  Smith , 

6.  S.  Army. 

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  District  of  Texas, 

y  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona, 

No.  150.  )  Houston ,  June  j,  1863. 

******* 

XIV.  Major  Leon  Smith,  commander  of  the  vessels  on  the  coast, 
will  at  once  cause  all  the  gunboats  now  lying  in  these  waters  to  be 
prepared  for  immediate  action  and  directed  to  proceed  to  Galveston 
Bay  for  immediate  use  in  defending  Galveston. 

The  blockading  fleet  off  Galveston  having  been  increased  by  the 
addition  of  two  gunboats,  the  fleet  now  being  six  gunboats  and  two 
frigates,  renders  this  step  necessary. 

*  ****** 

By  command  of  Major-General  Magruder: 

Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adj  utant-  General. 


Letter  from  Admiral  Buchanan.  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Secretary  of  State , 
transmitting  copy  of  instructions  from  the  British  minister  at  Wash- 
ington  to  newly  appointed  consul  at  Mobile. 

Naval  Commandant’s  Office, 

Mobile ,  Ala.,  June  8,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  a  copy  of  a  communication 
from  Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Portz,  the  acting  English  consul  at  Mobile, 
which  was  shown  me  on  the  5th  instant  when  Mr.  Cridland  was  offi¬ 
cially  presented  to  me  by  Mr.  Portz. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Erankn.  Buchanan, 

Admiral,  etc. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State ,  Richmond ,  Va. 

[Enclosure.] 

W  ASiiiNGTON,  April  30,  1863. 

Sir:  This  letter  will  be  presented  to  you  by  Mr.Frederick  J.  Crid¬ 
land,  whom  her  Majesty’s  Government  have  directed  to  take  charge 
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of  her  Majesty’s  consulate  at  Mobile  with  the  character  of  acting 
consul. 

Doubting  not  that  in  compliance  with  the  request  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  make  to  you,  and  with  the  invitation  which  you  at  the  same 
time  received  from  the  minister  of  France  here,  you  were  so  good  as 
to  take  the  direction  of  her  Majesty’s  consulate  on  the  departure  of 
Mr.  [James]  Magee,  I  now  beg  you  to  transfer  the  charge  qf  it  to 
Mr.  Cridland. 

I  trust  that  you  will  allow  me  to  offer  you  my  best  thanks  for  the 
services  which  I  am  confident  you  have  rendered  to  British  interests, 
and  to  say  that  my  obligation  will  be  much  increased  if  you  will  be  so 
kind  as  to  present  Mr.  Cridland  to  the  local  authorities  and  to  assist 
him  in  entering  upon  his  functions  as  her  Majesty’s  acting  consul  at 
Mobile. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Lyons. 

Monsieur  Portz,  etc. 


Report  of  Major  Mason,  C.  S.  Army,  Chief  of  Marine  Artillery , 

Department  of  Texas,  regarding  the  condition  of  the  gunboat  feet. 

Headquarters  Marine  Department  of  Texas, 

Houston ,  June  2 If,  1863. 

Captain:  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  164  (Paragraph 
XII),  Headquarters  District  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona. 
Houston,  June  18,  1863,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as 
the  present  condition  of  the  gunboat  fleet: 

There  are  no  gunboats  on  the  station  at  Galveston;  the  Bayou  City 
and  Diana  are  both  at  Harrisburg,  awaiting  orders,  and  read}7  to  steam 
up  at  a  moment’s  notice.  The  Bayou  City  has  no  armament.  I  trust 
orders  may  be  issued  to  provide  her  with  guns  at  the  earliest  moment. 
The  Diana  has  two  brass  24-pounder  howitzers,  50  rounds  ammunition, 
in  charge  of  Lieutenant  [H.]  Connor,  and  detachment  of  20  men  of 
Company  B,  Cook’s  regiment,  artillery. 

The  uncle  Ben  is  engaged  in  removing  obstructions  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Sabine  River.  She  is  armed  with  two  12-pounder  iron  guns,  70 
rounds  of  ammunition;  one  12-pounder  mountain  howitzer,  23  rounds 
ammunition,  in  charge  of  Captain  [Iv.  D.]  Keith,  Company  B, 
Spaight’s  battalion.  The  J.  A.  Bell,  at  Sabine  Pass,  has  one  24- 

Eo under  iron  gun,  50  rounds  ammunition;  one  12-pounder  mountain 
owitzer,  under  Captain  [F.  H.]  Odium,  Company  F,  Cook’s  regiment, 
artillery.  These  men  are  well  drilled  and  disciplined. 

There  is  not  sufficient  space  on  the  deck  of  the  Uncle  Ben  to  maneuver 
the  two  12-pounder  iron  guns  to  advantage.  1  would  respectfully 
request  that,  if  possible,  another  gun  be  substituted;  also,  if  practi¬ 
cable,  long-range  guns  may  be  ordered  to  the  J.  A.  Bell  and  Bayou 
City.  The  efficiency  of  all  the  boats  would  be  greatly  increased  if  it 
is  possible  to  furnish  them  guns  of  heavier  metal  and  longer  range 
than  those  they  now  have  in  position. 

The  steamboats  John  F.  Carp  and  Alary  Hill  are  being  fitted  up  at 
Lynchburg  for  service  in  Matagorda  Bay.  They  will  be  ready  Ci  a 
few  days. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
sei  \  ant, 

C.  M.  Mason, 

Major  and  Chief  of  Marine  Artillery . 

Captain  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General ,  Houston ,  Tex. 

[Endorsement.] 

Why  are  both  the  gunboats  Bayou  City  and  Diana  at  Harrisburg? 
What  number  of  men,  what  ammunition,  and  what  small  arms  are  on 
board  or  attached  to  each  of  the  gunboats?  There  are  no  long-range 
or  heavier  guns  to  be  spared  for  these  boats  except  the  Nichols  guns, 
which  may  be  used  for  this  purpose  on  the  gunboats  in  Galveston  Bay. 
Major  Mason  will  cause  this  to  be  done  without  delay;  suitable  detach¬ 
ments  detailed.  He  will  see  that  they  are  well  drilled  at  these  Nichols 
guns  and  will  report  upon  the  same  as  soon  as  they  are  so  drilled, 
reporting  in  the  meantime,  his  progress'in  carrying  out  this  order. 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 


Report  of  Major-  General  Magruder ,  C.  iS.  Army ,  giving  the  reasons 

for  the  return  to  Galveston  of  the  guns  of  the  C.  S.  B.  Harriet  Lane. 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona, 

Houston ,  Tex.,  June  it 5,  1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  lieutenant-general 
commanding  will  order  the  guns  of  the  Harriet  Lane  to  be  returned 
to  Galveston,  in  consideration  of  the  following  reasons: 

I  am  reliably  informed  that  the  Red  River  is  now  so  low  that  it  will 
be  impossible  for  the  ironclad  ram  Missouri  (now  at  Shreveport,  and 
for  which  these  guns  are  intended)  to  proceed  below  for  some  time, 
probably  six  months. 

Besides,  there  is  a  probability  of  Galveston  being  attacked,  and  these 
guns,  which  can  be  of  no  service  on  the  ironclad  now,  would  materially 
assist  in  the  defense  of  that  city,  where  there  is  a  great  want  of  heavy 
guns.  Lieutenant  Wharton,  C.  S.  Navy,  is  now  en  route  for  Shreve¬ 
port  with  these  guns,  and  I  would  respectfully  request  that  he  be 
ordered  to  return  them  to  Galveston.  If  I  am  given  two  months’ 
notice  that  the  guns  are  wanted  for  the  ironclad,  I  can  have  them 
removed  from  Galveston  and  transported  to  Shreveport. 

*  *  *  From  the  letter  of  Mr.  Henry  to  Major  Leon  Smith,  I 

infer  that  the  Missouri  is  already  armed,  and,  if  such  be  the  case,  I 
respectfully  request  that  these  guns  be  ordered  back,  to  remain  in  Galves¬ 
ton  permanently.  The  importance  of  placing  Galveston  in  a  complete 
state  of  defense's  so  paramount  that  I  suggest  that  my  suggestions  and 
requests  may  meet  with  the  earliest  and  most  favorable  consideration. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  W.  R.  Boggs, 

Chief  of  Staff' . 
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Order  of  Lieutenant-General  Smith ,  G.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General 
Magruder ,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  inspection  and  purchase  of 
British  war  vessel. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport ,  La .,  June  c28, 1863. 

General:  This  letter  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Captain  Fauntleroy, 
of  C.  S.  Navy,  who  goes  to  Houston  to  confer  with  you  in  regard  to 
the  English  war  vessel  reported  to  you  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gray. 

The  vessel  should  be  examined,  according  to  the  usages  of  the  Navy, 
by  a  naval  officer.  I  have  directed  Captain  Fauntleroy  to  inspect 
her  thoroughly. 

Should  he  report  favorably  you  will  take  the  necessary  steps  for 
the  purchase  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  Captain  Fauntleroy 
will  be  placed  in  command. 

Should  she  prove  unsuitable  for  a  war  vessel  it  may  be  advisable  to 
purchase  her  guns  and  have  them  placed  at  some  point  where  they 
could  be  made  available  for  the  vessels  of  war  being  constructed  by 
our  Government  in  Europe. 

Captain  Fauntleroy  will  consult  with  you  on  the  whole  subject,  and 
the  result  of  your  action,  when  reported  to  me,  will  be  approved,  and 
all  the  responsibility  of  the  act  assumed  by  me.  Yet,  if  I  knew  of 
any  naval  officer  in  this  department  who  was  authorized  to  act  in  this 
matter,  I  would  prefer  his  doirgso. 

Respectful!}' ,  yours,  etc., 


E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Major-General  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Houston,  Tex. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  June  29,  1863. 

I  am  fully  informed  that  an  English  vessel,  with  stores,  under  con¬ 
tract  from  the  War  Department,  has  arrived  at  Matamoras.  This 
vessel,  carrying  six  Whitworth  guns,  can  be  purchased.  Will  author¬ 
ity  be  given  Captain  Brent,  commanding  officer  of  the  Navy  here,  to 
order  the  necessary  detail  of  officers  and  men  and  to  commission  the 
vessel  as  a  cruiser? 

E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding . 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va. 


Reportof  Lieutenant-  General  Smith ,  C.  S.  Army,  requesting  the  Depart¬ 
ments  authority  for  the  commission  ing  of  war  vessel  under  inspection 
for  purchase. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  June  29,  1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  correspondence 
with  Major-General  Magruder  upon  the  subject  of  the  impressment 
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of  cotton,  and  also  concerning  the  purchase  of  a  vessel  of  war  arrived 
in  the  Rio  Grande.  I  trust  the  course  I  have  taken  will  meet  with 
the  approval  of  the  War  Department. 

Captain  Fauntleroy,  C.  S.  Navy,  has  been  directed  to  consult  with 
General  Magruder  and  then  to  inspect  the  vessel  thoroughly,  with  a 
view  to  her  titness  for  war  purposes  and  preliminary  to  the  purchase. 
Should  he  report  favorably,  and  the  purchase  be  consummated,  she 
will  sail  from  the  Rio  Grande  under  the  command  of  Captain  Fauntle¬ 
roy.  It  is  desirable  that  the  crew  of  the  Missouri  be  transferred  to 
her,  and  that  she  be  commissioned  as  a  cruiser  before  sailing,  and  I 
request  that  the  necessary  authority  be  given  by  the  Nav}^  Depart¬ 
ment.  If  this  is  acted  upon  without  delay,  so  as  to  enable  her  to  sail 
at  once  as  a  cruiser,  advantageous  results  may  follow. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-  General  Smith,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Major-  General 
' Magruder ,  O.  S.  Army ,  responding  to  request  regarding  the  guns  of 
the  G.  S.  8.  Harriet  Lane. 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  June  30,  1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  25th  instant,  with  enclosures.* * 

I  am  directed  by  Lieutenant-General  Smith  to  say  the  statements  of 
Mr.  Fleury  concerning  the  guns  convey  a  false  impression.  The  gun¬ 
boat  Missouri  has  no  guns  whatever.  At  the  present  time  there  are 
but  two  heavy  guns — those  captured  on  the  Lndianola — in  the  district 
of  Louisiana  and  Arkansas. 

The  guns  of  the  Harriet  Lane  are  not  designed  exclusive^  for  the 
Missouri,  nor  will  they  be  used  on  her  until  such  time  as  it  may  appear 
advantageous. 

*  ****** 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Boggs, 

Brigadier-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff , 

Major-General  Magruder, 

Ccrmmanding  District  of  Texas. 


Report  of  Brigadier-  General  Green,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  cavalry 
brigade,  of  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Berwick  Bay,  June  22-2 Jj , 
1863. 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Panco  \Paincourtville\,  on  the  La  Fourche ,  June  30, 1863. 

General: 

<:*■****  * 
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On  the  night  of  the  22d  instant,  in  accordance  with  orders,  I 
moved  to  Cochran’s  sugar  house,  2  miles  distant  from  the  [Berwick] 
Bay.  *  *  *  . 

At  dawn  of  day,  finding  the  enemy  quiet  and  asleep,  I  opened  fire 
upon  him  from  the  Valverde  Battery.  The  first  shot  exploded  in  the 
center  of  his  encampment,  causing  the  greatest  confusion,  the  distance 
being  only  about  900  yards.  We  fired  about  40  or  50  shot  from  our 
battery  into  the  enemy  before  he  replied  to  us  at  all.  The  first  shot 
from  the  enemy  was  fired  on  us  from  his  gunboat,  which  was  at  anchor 
in  the  bay  a  short  distance  below  our  position.  After  daylight  the 
gunboat  advanced  toward  us  as  if  to  contest  with  our  battery  the  posi¬ 
tion  we  occupied  on  the  water’s  edge,  but  a  few  well-directed  shots 
from  the  Valverde  Battery  drove  the  boat  1  mile  below,  where  she 
opened  on  us  with  her  heavy  guns.  About  the  same  time  several  bat¬ 
teries  from  the  opposite  shore  opened  on  us.  The  shot  of  the  enemy 
was  so  well  directed  that  we  found  it  necessary  several  times  to  shift 
the  position  of  our  guns  and  caissons.  The  heavy  gun  on  shore  which 
first  opened  fire  on  us  from  the  principal  fort  above  Brashear,  with 
the  garrison  of  that  fort,  was  brought  down  nearly  opposite  my  posi¬ 
tion  and  opened  fire  on  me.  With  the  running  of  the  gunboat,  and 
drawing  out  this  heavy  gun  and  most  of  the  garrison  from  Fort 
Buchanan,  left  the  waters  above  free  to  the  approach  of  Major  [Sherod] 
Hunter’s  command  in  our  little  flotilla  to  Tiger  Island.  Major  Hunter, 
who  had  moved,  under  your  orders,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Teche 
during  the  night  of  the  22d  on  board  our  mosquito  fleet,  landed  unper¬ 
ceived  and  unsuspected  by  the  enemy  above  their  defenses,  and,  mak¬ 
ing  his  way  through  the  swamp,  about  7  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  23d, 
attacked  the  enemy  in  his  rear  while  I  was  occupying  him  in  front, 
completely  surprising  and  routing  him. 

The  enemy  surrendered  their  defenses  and  the  town  of  Brashear  to 
Major  Hunter  about  7 :30  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  23d.  *  *  * 

I  threw  a  small  detachment  over  the  Ramos  on  the  night  of  the  23d, 
and  moved  them  as  close  as  possible  to  the  enemy  on  the  Boeuf.  Col¬ 
onel  Major’s  command  being  behind  the  enemy,  and  it  being  difficult 
for  him  to  escape,  about  400  strong  surrendered  to  us  about  daylight 
on  the  morning  of  the  24th. 

Our  troops  during  the  three  days’  campaign  did  their  duty  with 
great  alacrity,  and  behaved  with  gallantly  on  all  occasions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Green, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding  First  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Brigadier-General  Mouton, 

Commanding ,  etc. 


[Telegram.] 

.  Mobile ,  Ala.,  July  S3,  1863. 

Large  naval  force  now  assembling  at  Pensacola. 

1  expect  this  place  will  be  soon  attacked.  Please  hurry  forward  my 
ordnance  stores— requisition  forwarded. 

I  will  need  some  12,000  to  15,000  reinforcements. 

Dabney  H.  Maury, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

General  S.  Cooper, 
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Report  of  Colonel  Smith ,  G.  S.  Army,  commanding  Marine  Depart¬ 
ment,  regarding  affairs  of  his  command. 

Headquarters  Marine  Department, 

Velasco,  Tex. ,  August  9,  1863. 

Sir:  Believing  you  are  anxious  to  learn  what  progress  has  been  made 
in  my  attempt  to  place  the  steamer  John  F.  Carr  upon  her  station  in 
Matagorda  Bay,  I  hereby  do  myself  the  honor  to  report  the  condition 
of  affairs  in  the  Marine  Department  in  this  quarter,  and  also  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  receipt  of  a  .note  by  courier  from  Major-General  Magruder, 
dated  3d  instant,  indicating  the  wishes  of  the  major-general  command¬ 
ing  respecting  my  movements. 

I  arrived  here  with  the  John  F.  Carr,  Mary  Ilill,  and  Alamo  at  7 
o’clock  Thursday  night,  6th  instant.  Since  that  period  I  have  been 
weather-bound  by  a  strong  and  unfavorable  wind,  which  has  raised  so 
high  a  sea  as  to  prevent  my  going  out  with  such  frail  boats.  However 
much  I  regret  this  delay,  still  I  have  reason  to  congratulate  myself 
that  such  is  the  case,  as  it  has  enabled  me  to  complete  the  arrange¬ 
ments  I  deemed  necessary  to  run  the  gantlet  of  an  enterprising  and 
vigilant  enemy. 

I  have  established  a  line  of  signal  scouts  along  the  coast  from  this 
point  to  our  place  of  destination,  and  expect  to  hear  from  the  west  end 
to-day,  and  as  soon  as  the  wind  lulls  and  a  favorable  report  is  made  of 
the  attitude  of  the  enemy,'  I  shall  attempt  to  get  the  fleet  into  Mata¬ 
gorda  Bay. 

It  may  be  that  I  shall  avoid  a  sight  of  the  enemy  entirely,  but,  after 
getting  underway,  and  having  accomplished  part  of  my  voyage,  they 
may  heave  in  sight. 

1  Should  such  be  the  case,  I  deem  it  prudent  to  have  a  sufficient  force 
to  defend  myself  if  they  attempt  to  attack  or  interfere  with  me,  and 
therefore  shall  take  the  steamer  Mary  Hill  along. 

In  trjdng  the  guns  upon  my  boats,  I  found  the  Nichols  gun  totally 
unfit  for  service,  and  turned  it  over  to  the  ordnance  officer  at  this  post, 
i  The  cartridges  of  the  Parrott  gun  from  the  Harriet  Lane  were  also 
unserviceable,  as  they  would  not  chamber  by  3  inches,  being  altogether 
too  large,  which  I  was  compelled  to  remedy  by  reducing  the  dimen¬ 
sions  of  the  cartridges  to  fit  the  bore.  I  am  confident  this  same  diffi¬ 
culty,  occurred  with  the  gun  on  board  the  Bayou  City,  January  1, 
which  caused  its  bursting,  and  I  would  most  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  ordnance  officers  having  charge  of  this  work  be  notified  of  the 
error  and  severely  reprimanded  for  neglecting  so  important  a  branch 
of  their  duty. 

The  trail  of  the  18-pounder  El  Dragon  brass  gun  broke  off  close  to 
the  cheeks  at  the  first  fire;  it  was  apparently  perfectly  sound,  but  on 
examination  of  the  pieces  after  the  casualty,  I  found  it  was  totally 
unfit  for  service  by  dry  rot. 

Because  of  this  accident,  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  that  an 
examination  be  made  by  boring  into  the  old  carriages  of  all  the  guns  in 
this  district,  as  they  may  all  be  affected  in  like  manner.  I  have  ordered 
a  new  trail  to  be  made  for  that  gun,  which  will  be  completed  to-day. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Leon  Smith, 

Commanding  Marine  Department, 

Captain  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Report  of  Brigadier-  General  Bee ,  G.  S.  Army ,  regarding  movements 
of  the  enemy  at  tlie  mouth  of  the  Rio  Gr ande. 


Sir: 


Headquarters  First  Division, 

Fort  Brown ,  |  Tex  A  August  10,  I860. 


*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

The  Sea  Queen  has  departed  for  Liverpool  with  a  full  freight  for 
private  parties,  there  not  being  time  to  make  any  arrangements  after 
my  arrival  here. 

******  * 


There  are  now  three  gunboats  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
they  are  busy  surveying  the  bar  and  demonstrating  that  we  may  soon 
expect  a  visit  from  them.  I  am  acting  on  that  presumption,  and  using 
all  diligence  in  removing  public  property  and  the  passage  of  the  cot¬ 
ton  across  the  river. 

The  Federal  officers  now  in  Matamoras  from  the  gunboats  state  that 
General  Lee  has  been  forced  farther  back  into  Virginia,  and  that 
Ewell’s  army  corps  has  been  cut  off  from  the  main  command  and  will 
be  captured.  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  P.  Bee, 

Brigadier-  General,  Provisional  Army. 

Captain  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General ,  Houston ,  Tex. 


List  of  ammunition  required  at  Mobile  which  can  not  be  supplied  at 

Selma  Arsenal. 


10-inch  mortar  shell .  500 

32-pounder  rifle  shot  (for  10-inch  co¬ 
lumbiad  rifled  to  32-pounder) .  917 

32-pounder  rifle  shell  (for  10-inch  co- 

lumbiad  rifled  to  32-pounder) .  400 

8-inch  grape  for  8-iuch  columbiad .  342 

8-inch  canister  for  8-inch  columbiad _  604 

8-inch  seacoast  howitzer  shell .  2, 000 

8-inch  seacoast  howitzer  grape .  500 

8-inch  seacoast  howitzer  canister .  500 

24-pounder  rifle  shot  (for  8-inch  colum¬ 
biad  rifled  to  24-pounder) .  776 

24-pounder  rifle  shell  (for  8-inch  colum¬ 
biad  rifled  to  24-pounder) .  534 

8-inch  Blakely  rifle  shell,  flanged .  2, 000 

7-inch  Brooke’s  rifle  shot .  326 

7-inch  Brooke’s  rifle  shell .  326 

6^-inch  Brooke’s  rifle  shell .  353 

6^5-inch  Brooke’s  rifle  shot .  330 

42-pounder  rifle  shot  (for  banded  42- 

pounder  rifled  gun)  .  304 

42-pounder  rifle  shot  (for  banded  42- 

pounder  rifled  gun) .  256 

32-pounder  round  shot .  5,000 

32-pounder  round  shell .  8, 000 

32-pounder  grape .  3,500 

32-pounder  canister .  4,000 

32-pounder  rifle  shot  (for  banded  32- 

pounder  rifled  gun) .  10,000 

32-pounder  rifle  shot  (for  truncated  32- 
pounder  rifled  gun) .  100 


32-pounder  rifle  shell  (for  truncated  32- 

pounder  rifled  gun) .  150 

32-pounder  rifle  shell  (for  truncated  32- 

pounder  rifled  gun) .  10,000 

24-pounder  round  shot .  4, 000 

24-pounder  round  shell .  6, 000 

24-pounder  grape .  2, 000 

24-pounder  canister .  3, 000 

24-pounder  rifle  shell  (for  rifled  24- 

pounder  gun) .  500 

18-pounder  round  shell .  400 

18-pounder  canister .  3,000 

18-pounder  spherical  case .  800 

3-inch  rifle  shot .  1,500 

3-inch  rifle  shell .  1, 600 

20-pounder  Parrott  shell .  1,500 

20-pounder  Parrott  shot .  500 

Friction  primers .  2,000,000 

Priming:  tubes .  8, 000 

Columbiad  powder . pounds..  265,000 

Small-grain  cannon  powder . do _  400,000 

Musket  buck  and  ball  cartridges,  caliber 

.69  .  800, 000 

Rifle  musket  expanding  ball,  caliber  .69.  20,000 

Rifle  musket  and  Enfield  expanding 

ball,  caliber  .69,  577,  and  558  .  600,000 

Rifle  expanding  ball,  caliber  .54  .  300,000 

Sharps  carbine,  caliber  .54 .  100, 000 


J.  L.  White, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel ,  Commanding. 
Selma  Arsenal,  August  10,  1863. 
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[Telegram.] 

Mobile,  Ala.  ,  August  13,  1863. 

Unusual  number  of  vessels  at  Ship  Island.  The  following  news  just 
received : 

Late  information  from  New  Orleans,  all  large  men-of-war  left  here;  supposed  to  be 
for  Mobile.  General  rumor,  Mobile  soon  to  be  attacked.  Landing  to  be  made  on 
Mississippi  coast. 

Troops  landing  on  Ship  Island.  Commodore  Farragut  gone  to  New 
York. 

Dabney  H.  Maury, 

Major-  General. 

General  S.  Cooper. 


Report  of  Colonel  Smith ,  C.  S.  Army ,  commanding  Marine  Depart¬ 
ment ,  regarding  the  assignment  of  the  steamer  John  F.  Carr  to  duty 
at  Saluria. 

Headquarters  Marine  Department, 

Decrow’s  Point ,  Tex.,  August  16, 1863. 
Sir:  I  have  been  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
place  the  steamer  John  F.  Carr  in  these  waters,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  S.  K.  Brown,  for  the  protection  of  the  inland  ports  of  this 
portion  of  this  coast.  Her  station  will  be  at  Saluria.  It  is  the  desire 
of  the  commanding  general  that  we  abstain  from  attracting  attention 
of  the  enemy  by  fighting  him  outside  the  bay  in  the  present  unprepared 
state  of  our  defenses. 

The  armament  of  the  steamer  John  F.  Carr  consists  of  one  18- 
pounder  and  one  12-pounder  howitzer.  The  men  are  armed  with 
rifles  and  cutlasses.  In  case  the  enemy  should  anchor  in  force  outside 
the  bar,  I  would  suggest  that  jtou  place  at  least  60  sharpshooters  on 
board. 

You  will  please  order  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  sub¬ 
sistence  of  your  command  to  furnish  Captain  Brown  with  fuel  and 
provisions  on  his  requisition.  It  would  be  well  to  have  a  supply  of 
wood  upon  the  wharf. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Leon  Smith, 

Commanding  Marine  Department  of  Texas. 

The  Commanding  Officer, 

l ndianola ,  Tex. 


Report  of  Colonel  Smith ,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Marine  Depart¬ 
ment,  regarding  affairs  pertaining  to  his  comm.and. 

Headquarters  Marine  Department, 

Houston,  Tex. ,  August  20,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  in  this  city  on  the  18th 
instant. 

I  left  the  steamer  Mary  Hill  at  Velasco,  in  the  Brazos  River.  The 
steamers  J.  F.  Carr  and  Alamo  I  placed  in  Matagorda  Bay,  the  former 
at  Saluria. 

Enclosed  please  find  a  copy  of  note  addressed  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Indianola,  relative  to  the  disposition  of  the  J.  F.  Carr.  1 
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was  obliged  to  take  the  24-pounder  howitzer  and  long  18-pounder  left 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos  River  on  board  of  my  boats;  the  18- 
pounder  I  placed  on  the  J.  F.  Carr  and  the  24-pounder  on  board  the 
Mary  Hill.  I  have  also  on  each  boat  one  12-pounder  howitzer. 

The  reason  I  took  the  18-pounder  to  Pass  Cavallo  was  for  my  pro¬ 
tection  in  case  I  met  the  enemy  on  the  way  down  the  coast.  I  was 
also  aware  it  was  the  intention  of  the  commanding  general  for  me  to 
return  the  30-pounder  gun  to  Galveston.  In  consideration  of  these 
circumstances,  I  was  obliged  to  take  the  long  18-pounder  to  Pass 
Cavallo. 

Since  my  return  to  this  city  1  have  learned  that  the  18  and  24 
pounders  were  to  be  transferred  to  some  other  point,  and,  fearing  such 
is  the  case,  I  would  most  respectfully  urge  that  you  countermand  the 
order  and  allow  me  to  retain  them  in  my  department,  as  I  am  strongly 
impressed  with  the  idea  that  they  will  be  more  serviceable  here  than 
elsewhere,  as  the  enemy  has  many  inducements  to  attack  the  weak 
points  of  our  coast.  With  our  floating  batteries  a  very  considerable 
defense  can  be  made  in  that  event,  but  without  some  large  guns  our 
boats  are  comparatively  useless  otherwise  than  in  the  moral  effect 
they  may  have  in  preventing  raids  along  the  Gulf  harbors. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Leon  Smith. 

Commanding  Marine  Department. 

Captain  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Report  of  Major  Humphreys ,  0.  S.  Army ,  regarding  measures  for 
securing  and  forwarding  ammunition  to  Moljile. 

Selma,  Ala.',  August  2 9 ,  1863. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
success  of  my  mission  in  getting  up  and  forwarding  ammunition  to 
Mobile,  Ala.  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  I  have  proceeded  to 
Montgomery  and  reported  my  business  to  Major  [C.  G.]  Wagner,  and 
he  stated  that  they  were  not  manufacturing  anything,  nor  had  been 
for  some  time,  on  account  of  the  want  of  iron  and  coke,  but  would  in 
a  short  time  be  able  to  furnish  some  of  the  articles.  All  of  the  pro¬ 
jectiles  for  artillery  had  [to]  be  sent  to  Charleston.  He  had  10,000 
pounds  of  columbiad  powder  which  he  promised  to  forward  to  Mobile 
immediately. 

I  next  called  on  Major  [Moses  H.]  Wright,  commanding  arsenal  at 
Atlanta,  [Ga.],  and  procured  from  him  300  32-pounder  round  shot,  300 
24-pounder  round  shot,  400  18-pounder  round  shot,  100  3-inch  rifle 
shell,  and  100  3-inch  rifle  shot,  5,000  friction  primers,  and  5,000  prim¬ 
ing  tubes,  which  he  stated  was  all  he  could  spare,  as  all  of  his  heavy 
projectiles  were  ordered  to  Charleston  and  the  smaller  ones  to  General 
Bragg’s  command.  The  articles  above  named  he  promised  to  forward 
immediately  to  Mobile  by  messenger. 

I  next  called  on  Colonel  [R.  M.]  Cuyler,  commanding  arsenal  at 
Macon,  [Ga.].  He  stated  that  he  could  not  furnish  any  of  the  articles, 
as  everything  was  ordered  to  Charleston,  and  that  he  had  at  least  three 
months’  work  ahead  for  that  place,  and  that  requisition  would  have  to 
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be  made  by  ordnance  officer  at  Mobile  and  approved  by  commanding 
officer  of  that  department  for  them  before  they  could  be  issued  there. 

I  next  called  on  Colonel  Rains,  commanding  arsenal  at  Augusta,  [Ga.]. 
He  stated  that  he  had  none  of  the  articles  except  the  powder,  and  that 
he  had  sent  a  great  deal  of  powder  to  Mobile  and  could  not  send  any 
more,  only  on  requisition  made  and  approved  by  Department  at 
Richmond. 

I  next  called  on  the  commander  of  the  depot  at  Columbia,  [S.  C.]. 
He  stated  that  he  had  nothing  on  hand,  as  everything  had  been  ordered 
to  Charleston. 

I  next  called  on  the  ordnance  officer  in  charge  of  the  depot  at  Wil¬ 
mington,  [N.  C.].  He  informed  me  that  they  had  nothing  they  could 
spare,  as  everything  had  been  ordered  to  Charleston. 

1  next  called  on  Major  [Frederick  L.]  Childs,  the  commanding  officer 
at  Fayetteville,  [N.  C.].  He  informed  me  that  he  could  not  furnish  me 
any  of  the  articles;  that  he  had  no  lead  to  make  small-arms  ammuni¬ 
tion,  and  no  foundry.  He  stated  also  that  he  had  25,000  pounds  of 
powder  (small-grain  cannon),  but  could  not  deliver  it  to  anyone  only 
on  an  order  from  Department  at  Richmond. 

I  next  called  on  commanding  officer  Trezevant  at  Charleston.  He 
could  not  furnish  anything;  in  want  of  ammunition  then. 

[F.  C.]  Humphreys, 

Major ,  Columbus ,  \Ga.\. 

Colonel  Josiah  Gorgas, 

Chief  of  Ordnan  ce ,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Maury ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  General  Johnston , 

C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  movements  of  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of 

Mobile. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Mobile ,  Ala.,  August  31 ,  1863. 

My  Dear  General:  The  enemy,  on  last  Thursday,  sent  some  boats 
ashore  and  burned  off  the  whole  of  the  brush,  etc.,  on  Round  Island, 
7  miles  south  of  Pascagoula.  They  will,  perhaps,  use  that  island  as  a 
depot,  because  it  will  be  secure  from  attack. 

This  morning  it  is  reported  that  they  have  a  large  number  of  troops 
on  both  Horn  Island  and  Ship  Island.  Continually  I  hear  that  they 
avow  their  preparations  to  be  for  Mobile.  *  *  * 

I  am,  general,  sincerely,  yours, 

Dabney  H.  Maury, 

Major-  General. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

.  Commanding  Department  of  the  West ,  Morton ,  Miss. 


Order  of  Commander  Jones ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Simms,  C.  S. 
Navy ,  regarding  the  forwarding  of  ammunition  to  Mobile. 

Naval  Gun  Foundry  and  Ordnance  Wtorks, 

Selma ,  September  7,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Mobile  with  100  7-inch  rifle  shell,  100 
6.4-inch  rifle  shell,  and  60  7-inch  rifle  bolts,  which  you  will  deliver 
to  Admiral  Buchanan,  taking  receipts  for  them. 
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Should  it  not  cause  too  much  delay,  you  can  return  by  the  way  of 
Montgomery,  [Ala.  |  and  ascertain  whether  there  are  any  articles  in 
the  naval  store  that  would  be  useful  to  us. 

Very  respectfully, 

Catesby  ap  R.  Jones, 

Commandant. 


Lieutenant  C.  C.  Simms,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Executive  Officer. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Gift ,  C.  S.  Navy , 
detaching  him  from  the  Mobile  Squadron. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail ,  Richmond ,  September  18,  1863. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  duty  under  Admiral  F. 
Buchanan,  commanding  naval  defenses  of  Alabama,  and  will  proceed 
forthwith  to  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  and  await  orders  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commandeer,  in  Charge. 

Lieutenant  for  the  War  Geo.  W.  Gift,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Naval  Squadron,  Mobile,  Ala. 


Reported  October  4. 


[Endorsement.] 


J.  Wilkinson, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Brigadier- General  Bee,  C.  S.  Army,  granting  authority  for 
the  schooner  Santiago  to  cruise  in  search  of  Federal  vessels. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Army  of  Texas, 

Fort  Brown,  Tex. ,  September*'  18,  1863. 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  in  me  vested,  you  are  hereby  authorized 
to  cruise  on  the  high  seas  in  the  schooner  Santiago ,  under  the  Con¬ 
federate  flag,  and,  in  the  name  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  capture, 
burn,  and  destroy  the  ships  of  the  Government  or  people  of  the 
United  States  wherever  found. 

H.  P.  Bee, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S. 

H.  S.  Bell  and  Frank  Brown. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-  General  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Major-  General 
Magruder,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  commissioning  as  cruisers 
of  the  vessels  captured  at  Sabine  Pass. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport ,  La. ,  September  HO,  1863. 
General:  I  have  a  blank  commission  from  the  Department  at  Rich¬ 
mond  to  fit  out  and  send  to  sea  a  cruiser  in  charge  of  some  naval  offi- 
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cet.  This  was  given  at  the  time  the  ship  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande  was  supposed  to  be  suitable  for  a  war  vessel. 

By  direction  of  Commodore  Brent,  C.  S.  Navy,  and  commandant  of 
naval  affairs  west  of  the  Mississippi,  Lieutenant  Wharton,  C.  S.  Navy, 
proceeds  to  Texas  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  vessels  captured 
at  Sabine  Pass.  1  desire  that  every  facility  should  be  given  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Wharton  for  such  examination,  so  that  in  the  event  of  either  of 
them  being  fitted  for  sea  purposes,  being  of  sufficient  draft  and  too 
deep  for  the  defenses  of  the  channels  on  the  seacoast,  or  not  needed 
by  you  for  that  purpose,  one  or  both  of  them  may  be  commissioned 
as  cruisers  and  sent  to  sea  immediately. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Major-General  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding  District  of  Texas ,  etc. 


Letter  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Marine  Department ,  Texas , 
to  Colonel  Bucket,  C.  S.  Army ,  referring  to  the  disposition  of  the 
crew  of  the  captured  vessel. 

Headquarters  Marine  Department, 

C.  S.  S.  Clifton ,  Sabine  Pass ,  October  5 ,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  dated 
headquarters  Sabine  Post,  October  4,  requiring  statement,  to  forward 
to  the  major-general  commanding,  of  the  object  of  the  flag  of  truce 
signaled  from  the  enemy’s  fleet  off  Sabine  Bar  yesterday  morning,  the 
4th  instant,  and  which  I  answered  in  person.  Arriving  at  the  neutral 
position  occupied  by  the  truce  boat,  I  met  Mr.  [Ezekiel  D.]  Percy  and 

Mr. - ,  of  the  enemy’s  gunboat  Cayuga ,  who  were  delegated  by 

the  commanding  officer  of  their  squadron  to  enquire  into  the  loss  of 
the  schooner  Manhasset  and  the  disposition  of  the  crew  by  the  Con¬ 
federate  authorities.  I  informed  Mr.  Percy  that  the  crew  were  con¬ 
sidered  prisoners  of  war,  to  which  he  politely  advanced  the  rule,  of 
nations,  which  he  stated  exempted  shipwrecked  seamen  from  being- 
considered  prisoners  of  war,  and  at  liberty  to  be  returned  to  their 
command. 

Having  received  his  views,  I  stated  to  him  I  would .  address  the 
commanding  general  a  note  on  the  subject,  and  respectfully  request 
him  to  examine  the  case.  The  Federal  officer  also  handed  me  two 
letters,  accompanied  by  the  sum  of  $100,  which  he  desired  to  be  for¬ 
warded  to  Mrs.  Thayer,  of  Calcasieu,  La.  He  was  also  desirous  to 
know  what  time  the  schooner  Manhasset  went  ashore,  and  whether 
anything  had  been  saved  from  her.  These  questions  I  answered  by 
stating  the  time,  and  also  that  I  had  saved  everything.  These  two 
officers  were  extremely  courteous  and  polite. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Leon  Smith, 

Commanding  Marine  Department. 

Colonel  A.  Buchel, 

Commanding  Post,  Sabine. 
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Report  of  Colonel  Bucket ,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  movements  of 

vessels  at  Sabine  Pass. 

Headquarters  Sabine  Pass,  October  18,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  telegrams  via  Beaumont  and  Galveston  have  been  received 
this  morning.  *  *  * 

The  C.  S.  steamer  Sachem  left  yesterday  for  Orange.  The  steam¬ 
boat  Florilda  was  sent  to  Niblett’s  Bluff,  at  the  request  of  Quarter¬ 
master  [H.  B.]  Lee,  to  bring  down  Government  cotton.  She  should 
have  returned  yesterday,  but  has  not  reached  here  yet.  The  Uncle 
Ben  was  sent  direct  from  Beaumont  to  Niblett’s  Bluff,  without  touch¬ 
ing  here,  by  orders  from  headquarters,  as  I  understand.  The  steam¬ 
boat  Dime ,  the  only  steamboat  here,  will  take  Captain  [Andrew] 
Daly’s  company  over  to  the  Louisiana  shore  as  soon  as  the  heavy 
norther,  blowing  since  the  receipt  of  your  telegrams,  abates  and  will 
permit  it.  *  *  *  The  C.  S.  gunboat,  J.  A.  Bell,  was  blown  ashore 

just  below  the  commissary  wharf,  although  she  had  two  anchors  out, 
but  she  will  be  gotten  off  as  soon  as  the  wind  and  tide  change. 

I  respectfully  request  that  instructions  per  telegraph  may  be  sent 
to  the  commanding  officer  at  Niblett’s  Bluff  for  the  destruction  of  the 
steamboat  and  other  vessels  lying  in  Lake  Charles,  should  the  enemy 
advance  in  force  toward  Niblett’s  Bluff.  I  shall  forward  the  same 
from  here. 

Two  gunboats  and  one  schooner  reported  outside  the  bar  this  morn¬ 
ing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Buchel, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 

Captain  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General ,  Houston ,  Tex. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army,  to  the  Confeder¬ 
ate  commissioner  at  London ,  transmitting  copies  of  correspondence 
with  the  British  consul  at  Galveston. 

Hdqrs.  District  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona, 

Houston,  Tex. ,  October  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  send  you  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  British 
consul  at  Galveston,  in  answer  to  one  from  him,  a  copy  of  which  is  also 
enclosed. 

The  consul  is  so  unfair  in  his  statements  as  to  justify  on  my  part 
the  belief  that  he  is  trying,  out  of  small  things,  to  create  mischief. 
In  case  this  correspondence  is  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  English 
Government,  I  beg  that  you  will  make  such  use  of  my  letter  as  may 
seem  best. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Afajor-  General,  Commanding. 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

Confederate  States  Commissioner,  London,  England. 
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[Enclosures.] 

Her  Majesty’s  Consulate, 

Galveston ,  October  3,  1863. 

General:  I  herewith  transmit  for  your  consideration  a  copy  of  a 
letter  which  was  yesterday  placed  in  my  hands  by  Mr.  Watson,  the 
owner  of  the  Rob  Ray^  a  British  vessel,  which  has  lately  entered  the 
port  of  Velasco. 

With  reference  to  this  order  of  Colonel  Bates,  permit  me  to  remark 
that,  relying  on  the  integrity  of  your  intentions,  and,  if  my  memory 
be  correct,  at  your  request,  I  transmitted  to  her  Majesty’s  Govern¬ 
ment  copies  of  your  proclamation  of  the  20th  of  January  last,  in  which 
you  declare  that  the  ports  of  Lavaca  and  Velasco  have  ceased  to  be 
actually  blockaded,  and  at  the  same  time  invite  friendly  neutral  nations 
to  resume  commercial  intercourse  with  those  ports. 

The  publication  of  this  proclamation  has  induced  many  British  ves¬ 
sels  to  enter  these  ports,  and  it  would  be  an  act  of  deep  deception 
should  they  be  induced  to  enter  these  ports,  to  be  thereafter  forcibly 
detained  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  your  military  defenses. 

I  have  also  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  condition  in  which  the 
crew  of  the  Rob  Roy  are  now  placed.  From  the  treatment  to  which 
British  seamen,  who  have  found  themselves  in  this  State,  have  hitherto 
been  exposed,  I  must  infer  that  but  slight  regard  will  be  paid  to  their 
rights  as  neutrals.  In  January  last  1  was  informed  by  Colonel  Debray 
(and  I  at  the  time  believed  the  information  to  be  worthy  of  credence) 
that  the  three  British  seamen  on  board  the  merchant  ship  Cavallo ,  cap¬ 
tured  in  this  harbor  on  the  1st  of  January,  should  be  sent  home  by 
the  way  of  Red  River.  I  now  learn  that  they  have  been  forcibly 
impressed  on  board  the  gunboats  at  Shreveport,  and  that  one  of  them, 
George  Don,  after  more  than  eight  months’  service,  four  of  which 
were  passed  in  close  detention  on  board  the  Cavallo ,  has  been  dis¬ 
charged  without  remuneration  and  cast  adrift  in  a  penniless  condition 
to  find  his  way  home  as  best  he  may,  the  officer  in  command  having 
only  discovered  at  the  expiration  of  eight  months,  when  his  services 
were  no  longer  required,  that  he  was  not  18  years  of  age. 

Of  Abram  McLean  and  William  Carney,  British  seamen,  the  former 
the  subject  of  my  fruitless  and  unacknowledged  remonstrance  to  Major 
Watkins,  of  the  31st  of  March  last,  I  learn  that,  instead  of  a  proper 
investigation  into  the  cause  of  their  forced  enlistment,  which  I  might 
reasonably  have  expected,  they  were  forcibly  removed  to  Shreveport, 
where  the  life  of  Carney  has  been  sacrificed,  and  McLean  discharged 
with  his  health  injured  and  constitution  shattered  from  the  effects  of 
exposure  to  an  unhealthy  and  uncongenial  climate. 

I  regret  that  I  am  compelled  to  refer  to  these  events,  but  as  my  let¬ 
ters  to  Major  Watkins  and  Captain  Turner  have  remained  unnoticed, 
or  tux-ned  over  to  other  departments,  from  which  no  redress  can  be 
obtained,  I  consider  it  proper  to  state  to  you  that  it  has  been  my  duty 
to  report  to  her  Majesty’s  Government  that  my  remonstrances  have 
been  fruitless  to  effect  a  due  observance  of  the  rights  of  British  sub¬ 
jects  in  this  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Arthur  T.  Lynn, 

Her  Britannic  Majesty’s  Consul. 

Major-General  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding  District  of  Texas ,  etc. 
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Hdqrs.  District  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona, 

Houston ,  Tex.,  October  21,  186 S. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  Major-General  Magruder,  commanding  this 
district,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant, 
and  though  he  considers  its  tone  and  language  highly  objectionable,  he 
replies  to  it  in  order  that  no  misapprehension  may  exist  as  to  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  his  course,  upon  which  the  representation  of  his  country 
abroad  in  some  small  measure  depends.  The  schooner  Rob  Roy  was 
released  as  soon  as  she  was  ascertained  to  be  a  British  vessel.  She 
was  seized  as  a  military  necessity,  to  aid  in  constructing  defenses  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Brazos,  in  which  river  she  was  then  lying.  Some 
damage  he  is  informed,  may  have  been  done  her  bulwarks  in  prepar¬ 
ing  her  for  the  service.  Colonel  Bates,  the  officer  making  the  im¬ 
pressment,  has  been  directed  to  send  to  these  headquarters  for  payment 
any  just  account  which  may  be  incurred  by  the  captain  for  such  repairs 
as  may  be  necessary  to  place  her  in  precisely  the  same  condition  as 
she  was  in  before  the  seizure  and  which  may  be  presented  by  the 
captain. 

The  right  to  make  use  of  foreign  property  in  a  case  of  absolute 
necessity  for  the  safety  of  the  country  is  neither  asserted,  waived,  or 
discussed  in  this  communication,  as  it  has  rarely,  if  ever,  been  exer¬ 
cised,  as  far  as  known,  by  any  officer  of  the  Confederate  Government, 
nor  is  it  contemplated  by  the  commanding  general  of  this  district. 

With  regard  to  the  British  subjects,  said  by  you  to  have  been  cap¬ 
tured  on  the  Federal  coal  ship  Cavallo  at  the  battle  of  Galveston, 
he  desires  me  to  say  that  they  were  captured  in  the  service  of  the 
enemy,  that  vessel  at  the  time  of  her  capture  being  a  coal  tender  to 
the  enemy’s  fleet.  He  has  ascertained  that  they  voluntarily  enlisted 
in  our  service,  from  which  they  were  discharged  by  Colonel  Cook, 
C.  S.  Army,  at  your  request,  with  a  view  on  their  part,  it  is  believed, 
of  entering  the  Confederate  merchant  service,  in  order  that  they  might 
obtain  higher  wages.  One  of  these  was  seen  a  few  days  ago  on  a  Con¬ 
federate  merchant  schooner,  now  in  Sabine  River. 

You  state  that  these  men  were  detained  some  months  on  board  the 
captured  vessel  Cavallo ,  evidently  intending  to  convey  the  impression 
that  they  were  thus  detained  as  prisoners.  You  are  now  informed 
that  they  were  part  of  the  crew  of  that  vessel,  and  then  in  the  Con¬ 
federate  service.  Their  discharge  was  an  act  of  courtesy  to  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Government,  for  surely  none  will  claim  that  a  foreign  government 
has  aright  to  demand  the  surrender  or  discharge  of  any  of  its  subjects 
serving  with  an  enemy’s  fleet  or  army  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of 
such  fleet  or  army. 

As  regards  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  military  authorities  to  pay 
off  these  men,  it  must  have  arisen  from  their  own  neglect  to  present 
their  claims,  perhaps  from  a  want  of  knowledge  of  the  necessary 
forms,  or  from  a  desire  to  lose  no  time  in  securing  their  new  positions. 
One  thing  is  certain,  however,  that  the  troops  and  sailors  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  have  been  paid  off  with  as  much  regularity,  to  the  commanding 
general’s  own  knowledge,  as  prevailed  before  the  war  in  the  small  but 
well-disciplined  army  of  the  United  States  to  which  he  belonged.  At 
this  moment  our  troops  and  sailors  are  paid  up  to  the  30th  of  June 
last;  therefore  the  exception,  if  it  really  exists  in  these  cases,  must 
be  due  to  the  causes  above  mentioned,  or  those  of  a  similar  character. 
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With  reference  to  the  two  men,  Abram  McLean  and  William  Car¬ 
ney,  the  commanding  general  does  not  believe  that  they  have  been 
forced  into  the  service,  the  life  of  the  one  sacrificed,  and  the  health  of 
the  other  impaired  in  an  uncongenial  climate.  If  these  men  are  in  the 
Navy,  they  must  have  volunteered.  If  they  were  conscripted,  the 
enrolling  officer  must  have  been  satisfied  that  they  were  citizens  of  the 
Confederate  States,  either  by  birth,  naturalization,  or  domiciliation; 
and  as  it  is  not  alwaj^s  eas}^  to  decide  as  to  the  nationality  or  exact 
political  status  of  men  presenting  somewhat  the  same  appearance  and 
speaking  the  same  language,  some  mistake  as  to  these  men  may  have 
occurred.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remark  that  death  is  a  very  com¬ 
mon  event  to  those  in  the  service  of  the  belligerents  on  either  side,  and 
that  it  is  somewhat  unusual  to  indicate  a  responsibility  on  this  account 
on  the  part  of  the  military  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States,  par¬ 
ticularly  as  the  man  in  question,  whose  health  is  said  to  have  been 
impaired  in  an  uncongenial  climate  and  the  man  whose  life  is  said  to 
have  been  sacrificed,  were  both  stationed  at  Shreveport,  winch  has 
proved  to  be  perfectly  healthy. 

In  conclusion,  the  commanding  general  requests  me  to  state  that  he 
shall  always  be  happy  to  have  a  true  representation  of  his  acts  or  those 
of  the  military  authorities  under  his  command  made  to  any  foreign 
government,  and  that  he  has  ever  been  as  careful  to  respect  the  rights 
of  neutrals  as  he  is  resolved  to  defend  his  own  and  those  of  the  coun¬ 
try  he  has  the  honor  to  serve. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  D.  Yancey, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Arthur  T.  Lynn,  Esq., 

Her  Britannic  Majesty’s  Consul ,  Galveston ,  Tex. 


Report  of  superintendent  of  transports  regarding  the  vessels  of  the 

Marine  Department. 

Headquarters  Marine  Department, 

Houston ,  October  27 ,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  orders,  No.  291,  came  to  hand  this  day,  directing 
me  to  furnish  you  with  a  list  of  transports,  condition,  etc.,  in  the 
Marine  Department.  In  reply  I  would  say  that  the  following  list  will 
give  you  all  necessary  information,  viz: 

Steamer  Sunflower  (chartered),  now  undergoingrepairsat  Beaumont; 
will  soon  be  in  running  order;  light  draft. 

Steamer  Grand  Bay  (chartered),  in  the  engineer  department;  not  in 
good  order;  some  work  to  be  done  to  her  heaters,  but  can  run  for  a 
short  time;  very  light  draft  of  water. 

Steamer  TJncle  Ben  (owned  by  Government),  in  good  order;  now 
running  as  a  transport,  but  of  heavy  draft  of  water,  say  3  feet,  light. 

Steamer  Roebuck  (chartered),  in  very  bad  order;  not  in  a  condition 
to  run  without  undergoing  heavy  repairs;  heavy  draft,  say  3  feet. 

Steamer  Jeff.  Davis  (chartered),  laid  up;  broken  shaft;  not  of  much 
service. 

Steamer  Dime ,  tender  to  gunboats;  very  small. 
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Steamers  in  Galveston  Bay. 

Steamer  Island  City  (owned  by  Government),  now  running  as  a  food 
transport;  not  in  good  order,  but  can  be  run  for  a  few  weeks. 

Steamer  Colonel  Stell  (owned  by  Government),  now  as  a  transport 
in  the  engineer  department;  in  good  order;  just  repaired;  light  draft. 

Steamer  Lone  Star  (chartered),  in  the  engineer  department,  at  ship- 
yai’d;  will  be  ready  to  run  on  next  Friday;  in  very  good  order;  just 
repaired,  and  very  light  draft  of  water. 

Steamer  A.  S.  Ruth/den  (chartered)  at  shipyard;  will  be  ready  to  run 
on  next  Friday;  in  very  good  order;  just  repaired,  and  very  light  draft 
of  water. 

Steamer  Era  No.  3 ,  on  the  Brazos  River,  from  Columbia  to  Velasco; 
wants  repairs;  can  run  a  short  time;  light  draft. 

Steamer  Lucy  Groin  (owned  by  Government),  in  Matagorda  Bay;  in 
good  order;  just  repaired;  she  is  under  control  of  Colonel  Bradfute; 
she  is  of  very  light  draft. 

I  would  say  that  the  Government  owns  three  barges.  Two  in  good 
order;  engineer  department  using  one,  and  the  transport  department 
using  one  for  transportation  of  wood.  The  third  barge  has  to  be 
repaired,  lying  sunk  on  the  flats  at  Galveston. 

Hoping  this  statement  may  be  satisfactory,  I  remain,  your  obedient 
servant, 

John  H.  Sterrett, 

Superintendent  of  Transports. 

Captain  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Statement  of  gunboats  and  their  condition  in  the  Marine  Department ,  October  27,  1863. 
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Letter  f  rom  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  War  regarding 
illegal  trade  carried,  on  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Belgian  consul  at 
New  Orleans. 


Department  of  State, 

Richmond ,  October  30 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  favor  of  29th 
instant,  enclosing  a  report  relative  to  the  trade  carried  on  by  Mr. 
Claiborne  as  agent  of  the  Belgian  consul  at  New  Orleans.  The  trade 
is  one  evidently  illegal,  and  is,  in  point  of  fact,  a  trade  with  the  port  of 
New  Orleans  covered  up  under  the  disguise  of  a  trade  with  neutral 
vessels.  I  think  advantage  might  be  taken  of  the  facts  stated  in  the 
report  to  draw  the  attention  of  foreign  governments  to  the  breach  of 
blockade  sanctioned  by  the  United  States;  but  for  this  purpose  it  is 
necessary  to  have  the  papers  now  in  possession  of  Mr.  Claiborne, 
proving  the  assent  of  the  enemy’s  officers  to  the  shipment  of  the  cot¬ 
ton.  I  would  therefore  respectfully  suggest  that  orders  be  sent  to 
the  military  authorities  at  Mobile  directing  them  to  obtain  these 
papers  for  use  by  the  Government.  I  refrain  from  suggesting  any¬ 
thing  on  the  subject  of  breaking  up  this  illegal  traffic,  as  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  you  have  made  up  your  mind  what  course  to  pursue  on 
that  point. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  P.  Benjamin. 

Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Order  of  Admiral  Buchanan ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Midshipman  Swain , 
C.  S.  Navy ,  to  attempt  the  destruction  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Colorado  off 
Mobile  Bay. 

Naval  Commandant’s  Office, 

Mobile ,  Ala. ,  November  9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Fort  Morgan  and  relieve  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  F.  M.  Tucker  in  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Gunnison ,  and  proceed 
off  the  harbor  of  Mobile  and  destroy,  if  possible,  the  U.  S.  S.  Colo¬ 
rado  or  any  other  vessel  of  the  blockading-  squadron,  taking  with  you 
William  M.  Rogers  and  A¥.  T.  J.  Kerrish,  acting  third  assistant  engi¬ 
neers.  You  will  exercise  your  judgment  and  discretion  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  this  duty  and  report  to  me  the  result. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frankn.  Buchanan, 

Admiral ,  etc. 

Midshipman  E.  A.  Swain,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Mobile ,  Ala. 


[Telegram.] 

Mobile,  November  12,  1863. 

Bennett  will  let  Mr.  Swain  have  Peterson,  or  any  other  suitable  vol¬ 
unteer  steersman,  for  the  torpedo  expedition. 

Chas.  McBlair, 

Officer  in  Command,. 

Captain  Swain. 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant  Bennett,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Midshipman  Swain , 
C.  S.  Navy ,  sending  a  seaman  to  assist  in  his  expedition. 

C.  S.  S.  Gaines,  November  12,  1863. 
Sir:  I  send  you  John  Evans  (seaman),  who  is  a  volunteer,  and,  I 
think,  a  man  of  nerve  and  courage.  Peterson  does  not  volunteer. 

"W  ishing  you  every  success  and  a  safe  return, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Bennett, 

First  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

E.  A.  Swain,  Esq., 

Commanding  Torpedo  Vessel,  Navy  Cove. 


Report  of  Captain  Faries,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  operations  near  Red 
River  Landing  for  the  purpose  of  restricting  the  movements  of  Fed¬ 
eral  gunboats  in  the  Mississippi  River. 

Faries’  Battery,  P.  L.  A., 

In  the  Field,  near  Hog  Point,  Pointe  Coupee  Parish,  La., 

November  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  following  pieces  were  placed 
in  position  at  Battery  No.  1,  Hog  Point,  1  mile  below  Red  River  Land¬ 
ing,  on  the  night  of  the  17th  instant:  One  12-pounder  bronze  field  gun 
of  Cornay’s  Louisiana  battery,  under  Lieutenant  O.  Berwick,  in  the 
upper  gun  pit,  sunk  in  the  batture;  two  3-inch  Parrott  rifles,  of  Dan¬ 
iel’s  Texas  battery,  on  the  lower  end  of  platform  built  in  the  angle  of 
the  levee  for  four  field  guns,  forming  a  redoubt,  with  embrasures 
formed  by  gabions,  all  constructed  by  the  company  of  engineers 
attached  to  the  first  division,  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant 
[Alfonso]  Buhlan,  C.  S.  Engineers,  by  whom  the  river  was  triangu¬ 
lated,  and  distances  established  from  the  batteries,  diagrams  of  which 
were  furnished  the  officers  of  artillery. 

The  two  3-inch  rifled  guns  of  Faries’s  battery  occupied  the  upper  end 
of  platform  in  this  redoubt,  under  First  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Winchester. 

At  7  o’clock  this  morning  two  solid  shot  were  fired  from  the 
12-pounder  field  gun  of  Lieutenant  O.  Berwick’s  section  at  a  Federal 
transport,  bound  down.  The  fog  had  not  lifted  sufficiently  to  make 
her  out  distinctly;  she  seemed  to  have  grounded  during  the  night; 
one  shot  missed,  and  the  other,  a  ricochet  shot,  struck  her,  distance 
about  1,000  yards;  she  got  off  and  disappeared  in  the  fog  immediately 
after  the  second  shot  was  fired.  The  enemy  replied  to  this  fire  from 
the  8-inch  Parrott  rifle  on  the  barge  anchored  near  the  left  bank  of  the 
river,  opposite  Red  River  Landing,  but  not  until  the  fog  had  entirely 
lifted,  two  hours  later.  They  fired  shell  with  15-second  fuze,  but 
directed  at  Battery  No.  3,  some  distance  below  me.  These  shell  all 
passed  to  the  right  of  Battery  No.  3,  and  exploded  in  the  woods  in  the 
rear  of  our  line  of  batteries.  I  desire  to  say  that  no  shell  have  been 
furnished  for  the  heavy  12-pounder  field  gun  of  Cornay’s  Louisiana 
battery,  rendering  the  fire  from  this  gun  much  less  effective.  It  is 
furnished  with  solid  shot,  spherical  case,  and  canister,  all  good.  The 
range  of  this  piece  both  above  and  below  is  good. 

At  3  o’clock  p.  m.  to-day  the  guns  of  the  lower  batteries  Nos.  2  and 
3  opened  on  the  Federal  gunboat  No.  8,  bound  up.  The  12-pounder 
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field  gun,  now  under  Lieutenant  O.  H.  Jones,  of  Cornay’s  Louisiana 
battery,  tired  six  solid  shot,  of  which  four  were  hits,  and  three  spherical 
case,  two  of  which  struck  her. 

One  solid  shot  was  fired  from  a  3-inch  rifle  of  Lieutenant  J.  R. 
Winchester’s  section  at  the  No.  8,  striking  the  iron  covering  of  her 
boilers,  but  not  penetrating;  distance,  1,200  yards. 

This  boat  seemed  to  be  injured  to  some  extent.  She  was  laid  up  at 
the  bank  above  the  barge  containing  the  heavy  rifle  Parrott  guns, 
beyond  the  effective  range  of  our  guns,  and  fi'om  the  sound,  after  dark, 
I  concluded  they  were  repairing  her. 

The  enemy  replied  from  a  200-pounder  and  30-pounder,  both  Parrott 
rifles,  on  the  barge  above  us,  also  from  the  ironclad  Choctaw ,  near  Red 
River  Landing,  and  the  ironclads  Franklin  and  Carondelet  from  below, 
creating  a  cross  fire  on  the  point  where  the  redoubt  was  built.  The 
Choctaw ,  during  the  firing,  left  her  position  above,  and,  passing  down, 
delivered  a  very  heavy  fire  from  her  bow,  side,  and  stern  guns,  enfilad¬ 
ing  for  a  short  time  the  four  rifle  guns  in  the  redoubt.  Captain  [J. 
M.]  Daniel,  the  senior  officer  present,  two  of  whose  guns  occupied  the 
redoubt,  thought  proper  to  order  the  four  guns  away  from  the  plat¬ 
form  in  the  redoubt.  They  were  run  down  the  ramp  to  the  road 
below  and  the  cannoneers  ordered  to  take  shelter  in  the  curves  behind 
the  levee.  This  will,  1  trust,  account  for  the  very  limited  number  of 
shots  fired  by  the  guns  usually  under  my  immediate  command.  The 
firing  by  the  enemy  ceased  about  5  o’clock  p.  m.,  the  ironclads  taking 
their  old  position  at  anchor  1  mile  above  the  redoubt  at  Battery  No.  1. 
Two  gunboats  from  above  arrived  at  the  anchorage  above  us  about  the 
time  the  three  ironclads  reached  there. 

Most  of  the  shell  from  the  enemy’s  guns  exploded  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  five  pieces  at  the  upper  end  of  this  battery. 

I  have  no  casualties  to  report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Paries, 

Captain,  Commanding  Battery , 

First  Brigade  Louisiana  Infantry ,  Second  Division. 

Major  T.  B.  French, 

Chief  of  Artillery  (  Walker’s),  First  Infantry  Division. 


Deport  of  Captain  Faries,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  shots  fired  at  Fed¬ 
eral  transport  Black  Hawk. 

Faries’  Battery,  P.  L.  A., 

In  the  Field ,  near  Hog  Point ,  Points  Coupee  Parish,  La. , 

November  21,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  shots  fired  from  three 
pieces  of  Battery  No.  1,  at  4:  30  p.  m.  this  day,  directed  at  the  new 
Federal  transport  Black  Haivk,  bound  down.  She  appeared  to  be 
well  loaded  with  stores  and  material. 

Piece  No.  1,  a  3-inch  Parrott  rifle  of  Faries’  battery,  two  solid 
shot,  both  hits,  fired  from  the  lower  embrasure  of  the  first  or  upper  gun 
pit  in  the  batture.  She  was  not  well  underway  until  she  had  come  in 
range  from  the  lower  embrasure.  Had  she  been  fired  upon  from  the 
upper  embrasures  she  could  have  returned  to  the  cover  of  the  iron- 
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clads  above  and  waited  until  some  time  during  the  night  and  made  the 
passage  of  the  batteries  with  less  risk. 

Piece  No.  2,  a  12-pounder  bronze  held  gun,  of  Cornay’s  battery, 
under  Lieutenant  O.  H.  Jones,  fired  six  solid  shot,  four  of  which  took 
effect.  Ammunition  good. 

Piece  No.  3,  a  3-inch  Parrott  rifle,  of  Faries’  battery,  under  Lieu¬ 
tenant  O.  Berwick,  of  Cornay’s  battery,  fired  four  shell  (time  fuze), 
three  of  which  took  effect,  one  missing  her.  At  least  three  more  shots 
could  have  been  fired  from  this  piece  but  for  the  failure  of  the  fric¬ 
tion  primers,  none  of  the  same  lot  ever  having  failed  before.  With 
this  exception  the  ammunition  of  the  3-inch  rifles  is  good. 

The  pieces  under  my  command  at  Battery  No.  1  were,  in  accordance 
with  orders,  withdrawn  at  sunset  and  retired  by  the  way  of  Red  River 
Landing  under  a  very  severe  fire  from  all  of  the  ironclads  and  the 
heavy  Parrott  rifles  on  the  barge  anchored  near  the  left  bank  of  the 
river. 

I  have  learned  since  reaching  camp  that  the  steamer  Black  Hawk 
was  discovered  to  be  on  fire  as  she  passed  Battery  No.  3,  and  was  run 
into  the  left  bank  belowr,  wdiere  the  most  of  her  upper  works  were 
destroyed  by  the  fire,  her  hull  alone  being  visible. 

I  have  no  casualties  to  report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Faries, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Battery , 

First  Louisiana  Brigade ,  Second  Division. 

Captain  O.  J.  Semmes, 

Commanding  Batteries ,  Mississippi  River. 


Letter  from  the  Office  of  Ordnance  and  LLydrography  to  Commander 
Jones ,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Selma  Ordnance  I  Yorks,  regarding 
guns. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

Richmond ,  November  %3, 1863. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  desires  me  to  say  that  Admiral 
Buchanan’s  contemplated  operations  render  it  extremely  desirable 
that  guns  should  be  supplied  him  as  soon  as  practicable.  I  have 
informed  the  Secretary  that  you  were  making  every  effort  to  turn  out 
guns. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  M.  Brooke, 

Commander ,  in  charge. 

Commander  C.  ap  R.  Jones, 

Commanding  Naval  Ordnance  Works,  Selma ,  Ala. 


Order  of  Major-General  Magruder ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Colonel  Bradfute, 
C.  S.  Army ,  commanding  at  Indianola ,  to  coop>erate  with  Colonel 
Smith ,  of  the  Marine  Department. 

Houston,  Tex.,  November  £6,  1863. 


Sir:  I  have  received  your  communication  announcing  the  advance 
of  the  enemy  upon  Saluria.  *  *  * 
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Should  you  be  threatened  by  the  light-draft  gunboats  of  the  enemy 
from  toward  Corpus  [Christi],  you  will  assemble  the  light-draft  steamers 
which  you  have,  with  artillery  and  companies  of  sharpshooters,  and 
place  them  at  the  disposal  of  Commodore  Leon  Smith,  to  attack  the 
enemy’s  similar  light-draft  boats.  He  is  sent  down  for  the  purpose  of 
commanding  them  and  the  \John  F.\  Carr.  Major-General  Magruder 
trusts  that  you  will  afford  him  every  facility  that  he  may  require. 
******  * 

By  order  of  Major-General  Magruder: 

Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Colonel  W.  R.  Bradfute, 

Commanding ,  Indianola ,  [  Tex.  ] ,  etc. 


Letter  from  Messrs.  Hite  and  Austin  to  Major-General  Magruder , 
C.  B.  Army ,  'proposing  to  make  a  raid  into  Berwick  Bay  or  the 

mouth  of  the  Mississippi  Hirer. 

Houston,  Tex.,  November  21,  1863. 

Sir:  We,  the  undersigned,  propose  making  a  raid  into  Berwick  Bay 
or  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River  (fitting  out  the  entire  expedition  at 
our  own  expense)  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  one  of  the  enemy’s 
transports,  and,  if  successful,  running  her  into  a  Texas  port,  if  possi¬ 
ble,  or  some  other  Confederate  port,  as  circumstances  may  decide,  and 
will  require  such  papers  as  will  enable  us  to  pass  through  your  lines 
without  having  to  explain  our  business  to  any  subordinate  officer. 

We  will  require  also  from  the  commanding  general  such  papers  as 
will  enable  us  to  purchase  or  charter  such  a  sailing  craft  as  will  be 
needed  for  the  expedition,  all  such  being  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government  officers  at  Galveston  and  used  as  picket  or  harbor  police 
boats. 

We  also  obligate  ourselves  to  obtain  all  information  possible  as  to 
the  movements  of  the  enemy’s  army  and  nav}T. 

Hoping  this  will  meet  with  your  early  and  favorable  consideration, 
we  remain, 

Respectfully,  yours, 

C.  M.  Hite. 

C.  W.  Austin. 

Major-General  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding  District  of  Texas ,  New  Mexico ,  and  Arizona. 

[Endorsement.] 


Sir:  1  approve  of  the  within  proposition  by  Messrs.  Hite  and  Austin, 
and  would  respectfully  recommend  their  request  be  granted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  }rour  obedient  servant, 

Leon  Smith, 

Commanding  Marine  Department. 

Captain  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Letter '  from  Messrs.  Hite  and  Austin ,  appointed  for  special  service ,  to 
Major-  General  Magruder ,  C.  S.  Army ,  requesting  his  approval  of 
their  instructions  from  Colonel  Lean  Smith. 

Houston,  November  27,  1863. 

Sir:  Enclosed  please  find  an  order  issued  by  Commodore  Smith  for 
us  to  proceed  on  our  expedition.  This  order  has  been  issued  subject 
to  your  approval,  by  receiving  which  we  will,  if  captured,  be  entitled 
to  exchange  as  belonging  to  the  Marine  Department  of  Texas. 

That  portion  which  authorizes  us  to  take  men  from  said  Department 
is  for  show  only,  an  authority  which  we  are  not  to  use. 

Hoping  this  will  meet  with  early  attention,  we  remain, 

Respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

C.  M.  Hite. 

C.  W.  Austin. 

Major-General  J.  B.  Magurder, 

Commanding  District  of  Texas ,  New  Mexico ,  and  Arizona. 


Report  of  Colonel  Smith ,  commanding  Marine  Department,  regarding 
operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Matagorda. 

Steamer  J.  F.  Carr, 

Three  Miles  from  Matagorda ,  November  30,  1863 — 10  a.  m. 

General:  Colonel  Pyron’s  regiment  arrived  here  at  2  o’clock  this 
morning;  Colonel  Woods’s  at  8  a.  m.  Captain  Chesley  has  just 
arrived  from  Lavaca.  He  left  Fort  Esperanza  at  10  o’clock  last  night, 
after  Colonel  Bradfute  and  his  officers  had  held  a  consultation  and 
concluded  to  evacuate  the  fort.  *  *  *  The  steamers  Carr  and 
Cora  are  here.  *  *  *  I  shall  start  with  the  Carr  immediately  and 
go  to  Lavaca.  I  have  30  men,  one  18-pounder  howitzer,  and  one 
12-pounder  howitzer.  The  steamer  Cora  I  shall  leave  here  to  obstruct 
the  channel  3  miles  below  this  place,  and  also  to  remove  the  cotton 
(2,000  bales)  up  to  the  Cany.  I  have  eleven  small  vessels  here,  and 
will  leave  an  officer  to  take  command  of  them,  and  assist  in  obstruct¬ 
ing  the  channel.  He  will  then  take  the  steamer  Cora  and  all  the  ves¬ 
sels  in  the  bay  as  far  up  the  Can}'  as  possible,  and  also  obstruct  the 
mouth  of  that  creek. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Leon  Smith, 

Commanding ,  etc. 

Major-General  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding ,  etc. 

P.  S. — If  I  find  after  arriving  at  Lavaca  that  the  John  F.  Carr  can 
do  no  good  as  a  gunboat,  I  shall  take  the  artillery  on  shore  and  send 
the  Carr  above  Texana,  on  the  Navidad. 


Additional  report  of  Colonel  Smith,  commanding  Marine  Department, 
regarding  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Matagorda 

C.  S.  S.  J.  F.  Carr, 

Four  miles  below  Matagorda,  Tex.,  December  1,  1863 — 12  m. 

General:  Yesterday  I  left  my  moorings  at  4  p.  m.  and  steamed  some 
10  miles  down  the  bay,  when,  as  I  anticipated,  I  met  two  of  the 
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ememy’s  gunboats  coming  up  the  bay,  at  a  distance  of  some  4  or  5 
miles  from  me.  1  had,  as  I  stated  in  my  last,  but  30  men,  sent  on 
board  at  Saluria  in  place  of  30  artillerists  that  had  been  drilled  at  the 
guns.  Lieutenant  [T.  D.]  Woodward,  of  Captain  [John  A.]  Vernon’s 
company,  informs  me  that  Colonel  Bradfute  sent  10  of  Captain  Rice’s 
worst  men,  who  can  not  speak  a  word  of  English;  the  balance  of  the 
detachment  from  the  militia,  who  can  not  tell  their  nostrils  from  a 
double-barrel  shotgun,  to  work  the  guns  on  board — 1  12-pounder 
howitzer  and  1  18-pounder  howitzer.  Believing  it  impossible  under 
the  circumstances  to  be  successful  in  attacking  the  enemy,  I  returned 
again  to  my  former  moorings. 

1  sent  Captain  Sheppard  to  Matagorda  last  night  at  11  o’clock  to 
bring  down  the  light-draft  vessels  to  lighter  the  Carr  over  the  bar  at 
Dog  Island.  He  returned  at  2  o’clock  this  morning,  when  I  com¬ 
menced  to  take  from  the  Carr  the  provisions  mentioned  in  my  last, 
and  sent  them  to  Matagorda,  retaining  the  steamer  Cora  with  me,  as 
I  found  it  impossible  to  lighter  the  Carr  sufficiently  to  cross  the  bar, 
intending,  if  attacked,  to  tight  the  enemy  as  long  as  I  could,  and,  if 
not  successful,  to  carry  my  men  and  whatever  stores  I  could  up  to 
Matagorda  on  the  Cora,  destroying  the  Carr,  if  it  became  necessary. 

This  morning  at  daylight  the  enemy’s  gunboats  lay  at  a  distance  of 
3  miles  from  me,  apparently  awaiting  my  advance,  but  did  not 
approach  nearer,  probably  on  account  of  the  draft  of  water.  They 
can  carry  8^-  feet  to  within  1^  miles  of  Dog  Island  Bar,  at  which  place 
I  am  now  lying,  waiting  for  the  tide  to  get  through. 

At  10  a.  m.  the  enemy’s  gunboats  steamed  down  the  bay,  and  at  this 
moment  are  nearly  out  of  sight. 

Owing  to  the  norther  that  has  been  blowing  for  the  last  three  days, 
the  water  in  the  bay  is  very  low,  which,  I  judge,  has  been  the  cause 
of  the  enemy  not  attacking  me  last  night  or  this  morning. 

I  sent  dispatches  to  Colonel  Bates  last  night,  notifying  him  of  the 
surrounding  circumstances  here.  Have  heard  nothing  from  Colonel 
Bradfute  since  my  last. 

I  intend,  as  soon  as  I  can  get  above  the  Pass  [Cavallo],  to  obstruct 
it  below  against  the  enemy’s  approach  with  King,  Kennedy  &  Co.’s 
light-draft  steamers.  They  were  probably  posted  yesterday  morning 
by  some  traitors  of  the  Carr  being  up  here  for  troops,  and  thought, 
no  doubt,  they  could  “gobble  us  up.”  They  no  doubt  know  the 
amount  of  cotton  also  which  is  at  Matagorda,  which  is  now  being 
rapidly  hauled  off,  and  in  case  they  do  make  a  raid  they  will  get 
nothing. 

Two  schooners  were  chased  by  the  enemy’s  gunboats  yesterday 
evening  on  the  bay  and  no  doubt  have  been  captured. 

If  I  get  the  boat  over  the  bar  to-night  I  will  leave  her  to  protect 
the  upper  bay.  I  shall  post  you  constantly  of  every  occurrence  of 
note.  After  getting  everything  straight  here  I  shall  probably  leave 
for  Lavaca  in  a  small  boat. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Leon  Smith, 

Commanding  Marine  Department . 

Major-General  Magruder. 
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Report  of  Major-General  Maury,  C.  S.  Army,  giving  informationof 
expected  attack  upon  Mobile  by  the  Federal  feet. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Mobile ,  Ala..  December  11,  1863. 

General:  1  heard  from  Havana  on  yesterday  from  Mr.  Helm  that 
the  enemy  is  preparing  a  fleet  in  New  Orleans  to  attack  Mobile  at  an 
early  day. 

The  steamer  Austin  got  in  safely  with  a  valuable  cargo  of  stores. 
*  *  *  Although  I  expect  the  fleet  to  succeed  in  running  past  the 

outer  forts,  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  prevent  it,  -and  to  hold  the  forts  as 
long  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

Dabney  H.  Maury, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector-  General ,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Order  of  Major-General  Mag  ruder,  C.  S.  Army. 

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  District  of  Texas, 

No.  336.  j  Houston,  December  11,  1863. 

******* 

XL.  Commodore  [Leon]  Smith  will  proceed  forthwith  to  Galveston, 
and  take  command  of  all  the  naval  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  that  point. 
*  *  *  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Magruder: 

Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Report  of  Captain  Walshe,  provost-marshal ,  regarding  the  burning  of 
four  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

District  Lake  Shore,  Louisiana, 
Provost-Marshal’s  Office,  Mandeville,  La., 

December  12,  1863. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  burning  of  four  vessels, 
as  per  enclosed  list.  All  were  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  ample  evidence  was  found  on  each  of  them  to  prove  the  fact  of 
illegal  trade,  as  also  of  their  having  been  (if  not  at  the  time  of  burn¬ 
ing)  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  Government.  The  nature  of 
the  country  (swamps),  as  also  the  want  of  transportation  and  danger 
of  being  cut  off  by  the  enemy,  prevented  the  saving  of  sails  and  other 
valuable  property.  A  few  new  ropes  and  four  compasses  were  brought 
away,  and  are  now  subject  to  your  orders. 

The  party  that  made  the  arrests  and  seizures  were  of  Captain 
Greenlee’s  company  and  under  the  personal  command  of  that  officer. 
I  have  all  the  papers,  and  will  send  full  copies  if  required.  *  *  * 

Very  respectfully, 

B.  T.  Walshe, 

Captain  and  Provost- Marshal, 

Colonel  Ewell, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
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[Enclosure.] 

District  of  Lake  Shore,  Louisiana, 

Provost-Marshal’s  Office, 

Mandeville ,  December  12,  1863. 

Colonel:  The  following  are  the  names  of  barg'es  and  schooners 
burned  on  the  10th  and  11th  instant: 

Schooner  Josephine  Truxillo,  37  tons;  owned  by  Joseph  Lewis,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  Government.  Found  on  board  a  contract 
with  the  United  States  Government,  signed  by  Joseph  Lewis,  owner 
of  schooner  Josephine  Truxillo.  Had  a  permit  to  come  for  a  load  of 
wood  and  charcoal. 

Barge  Stepheny ,  26  tons;  owned  by  Hypolite  Cousin  (a  man  of  color), 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Papers  and  appearances  of  vessel 
showed  her  to  have  taken  cattle  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  Had  a 
permit  to  come  for  a  load  of  cattle  and  wood. 

Barge  Helena ,  33  tons;  owned  by  George  Bernes,  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  Papers  showed  that  the  vessel  had  (under  present 
owner)  been  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  Government.  Had 
permit  to  come  for  a  load  of  spars  and  wood. 

Schooner  Sarah  Bladen ,  43  tons;  owned  by  Juan  Sanchez,  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States.  Had  a  permit  to  take  a  load  of  bricks  to  Ship 
Island  and  return  with  a  load  of  wood  to  New  Orleans.  Papers  showed 
that  bricks  were  for  United  States  Government. 

The  vessels  were  burned  at  the  following  points  and  at  the  hour  set 
opposite  their  respective  names: 

On  Bayou  Lacomb,  schooner  Truxillo ,  4  p.  m.,  December  10,  1863; 
barge  Stepheny ,  5  p.  m.,  December  10,  1863. 

On  Bayou  Bonfouca,  schooner  Bladen ,  4  a.  m.,  December  11,  1863; 
barge  Helena ,  1  a.  m.,  December  11,  1863. 

B.  T.  Walshe, 

Captain  and  Provost- Marshal. 

Colonel  Ewell,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Semiofficial  letter  from  Admiral  Buchanan ,  G.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander 
Jones ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Selma  Ordnance  Works ,  regarding 
guns  for  the  C.  S.  S.  Tennessee. 

Mobile,  December  15 ,  [. 1863\. 

Dear  Jones:  Your  letters  have  reached  me.  The  iron  for  the 
bands  left  here  some  days  since.  The  screw  has  arrived  safe.  The 
mates  you  can  not  have;  we  require  them  here.  The  Tennessee  will 
carry  a  battery  of  two  7-inch  Brooke  guns  and  four  broadsides,  6.4  or 
9  inch.  I  prefer  the  latter,  but  will  take  any  I  can  get.  The  7-inch 
carriages  and  circles  are  all  ready,  waiting  for  the  guns.  When  will 
you  send  them?  No  officers  or  men  yet  for  her.  Will  try  the 
machinery  to-morrow  or  next  day.  I  wish  Simms  and  yourself  were 
with  me.  Tell  Simms  I  want  him  as  executive  officer,  if  he  don’t  get 
a  command.  The  sooner  she  is  below  the  shoal  water  the  better. 
There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  officers,  and  I  know  not  where  I  will  get 
them.  I  have  sent  on  "the  names  of  400  men  who  wish  to  be  trans¬ 
ferred  from  the  Army  to  the  Navy,  and  have  received  only  about 
twenty. 
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General  Maury  has  written  to  the  W ar  Department,  about  Colonel 
White,  and  sent  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  him.  I  wish  you  had  the 
assistance  from  the  Army  I  have.  Your  work  would  progress  more 
rapidly  and  satisfactorily. 

Let  me  know  when  I  shall  have  the  guns. 

Regards  to  Fahs,  his  lady,  [and]  Simms. 

Truly,  etc., 


Franklin  Buchanan. 


Captain  C.  ap  R.  Jones,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Selma,  \_Ala.\ 


Tell  Far  rand  all  the  work  on  the  Nashville  is  stopped  for  want  of 
money  and  materials.  Neither  of  the  contractors  is  here. 


Letter  from  Commandant  Naval  Gun  Foundry  and  Ordnance  Works , 

Selma ,  to  Admiral  Buchanan ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  guns. 

Naval  Gun  Foundry, 

Selma ,  December  17, 1863. 

My  Dear  Admiral:  Yours  of  the  15th  was  received  this  morning. 
I  was  not  before  aware  what  guns  were  wanted  for  the  Tennessee.  1 
hope  to  have  the  two  Vll-inch  for  her  ready  by  New  Year,  and  if  they 
are  not  to  be  proved  by  me  they  can  be  shipped  to  Mobile  then.  I 
expect  afterwards  to  turn  out  one  a  week  (we  ought  to  turn  out  one  a 
day).  The  only  classes  we  are  making  are  YII-inch  and  6.4-inch. 

The  bands  now  delay  us;  each  gun  has  nine.  We  are  working  on 
them  night  and  day,  and  to  stimulate  the  mechanics  I  pay  them  by 
the  job.  We  can  only  turnoff  on  the  inside  and  pass  two  a  day;  they 
are  then  put  on  the  guns  and  turned  off  on  the  outside.  The  guns  are 
then  taken  out  and  the  outer  bands  put  on,  and  the  gun  is  again 
returned  to  the  mill  in  order  to  have  the  exterior  of  the  outer  band 
turned  off. 

I  had  hoped  to  have  seen  Colonel  Burnet  a  second  time.  He 
informed  me  that  they  were  badly  supplied  with  heavy  projectiles.  I 
intended  to  have  offered  to  have  made  them,  if  he  could  send  the 
molds.  All  that  General  Maury  could  send  would  be  exclusively 
employed  on  heavy  projectiles  for  him.  Should  you  think  proper, 
you  can  make  the  offer  to  General  Maury. 

Simms  and  I  would  both  gladly  join  you.  Strange  that  the  Army 
disregard  the  law  requiring  the  transfer  of  men.  What  will  you  do 
for  a  crew?  They  ought  to  be  drilling  now.  *  *  * 

Yours,  very  truly, 

Catesby  ap  R.  Jones. 

Admiral  Buchanan, 

Mobile. 
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Letter  from  Admiral  Buchanan ,  ('.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Commandant 
Naval  Gun  Foundry  and  Ordnance  Worhs ,  Selma ,  regarding  the 
readiness  of  the  C.  S.  ram  Tennessee  for  guns  and  crew. 


Mobile,  December  21,  1863. 

Dear  Jones:  Yours  of  the  17th  instant  reached  me  a  day  or  two 
since.  I  told  the  general  what  you  said  about  the  projectiles,  and  he 
will  send  you  the  molders  if  he  can  find  them  in  his  command. 

Have  you  received  any  orders  from  Brooke  about  the  guns  for  the 
Tennessee f  She  is  all  ready  for  officers,  men,  and  guns,  and  has  been 
so  reported  to  the  Department  many  weeks  since,  but  none  have  1 
received.  Mitchell  writes  me  that  he  has  no  officers  to  send  me,  unless 
they  are  taken  from  important  stations;  so  we  go.  The  circles  are  all 
ready  for  the  7-inch  guns,  and  as  Mr.  Mallory  informed  me  that  you 
were  to  make  some  of  the  guns  I  hope  you  will  soon  send  some.  I  have 
not  heard  who  is  to  command  her.  As  McBlair  is  an  applicant  I  think 
it  probable  he  will  get  her.  1  wish  yourself  and  Simms  were  here, 
and  have  so  informed  Mitchell.  Tell  me  when  I  may  expect  the  guns. 

Regards  to  all  friends. 

Truly,  etc.,  in  much  haste, 

Franklin  Buchanan. 

Captain  C.  ap  R.  Jones,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Selma. 


Letter  from  Commandant  Na/val  Gun  Foundry  and  Ordnance  Works, 
Selma,  to  Admiral  Buchanan ,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  guns. 

Naval  Gun  Foundry, 

Selma,  December  1863. 

My  Dear  Admiral:  Yours  of  the  21st  was  received  this  morning. 

1  have  bad  no  instructions  as  to  the  disposition  of  our  guns,  but 
shall  send  the  two  Vll-inch  to  you  as  soon  as  they  are  ready.  Since 
writing  to  you  I  have  been  directed  to  prove  the  gun,  which  will  prob¬ 
ably  extend  the  time  a  week  or  so.  I  think,  however,  you  may  confi¬ 
dently  rely  upon  having  the  guns  by  the  10th  of  next  month  should 
they  stand  the  proof. 

I  hope  after  the  two  Vll-inch  are  finished  to  turn  out  at  least  one 
a  week.  In  the  absence  of  orders  I  will  send  them  to  you  should  you 
desire.  It  will  be  a  month  before  we  have  a  6.4-inch  ready.  The 
first  seven  guns  turned  out  will  be  Vll-inch.  I  was  informed  that  the 
Vll-inch  were  most  needed.  Since  receiving  your  letter  relating  to 
the  battery  of  the  Tennessee  I  have  cast  6.4- inch  guns. 

We  had  an  accident  that  might  have  been  very  serious.  An  explo¬ 
sion  took  place  whilst  attempting  to  cast  the  bottom  section  of  a  gun 
pit.  The  foundry  took  fire,  but  was  promptly  extinguished.  Fortu¬ 
nately  but  two  of  the  molds  were  burned.  I  had  a  narrow  escape;  my 
hat,  coat,  and  pants  were  burned.  Quite  a  loss  in  these  times,  with 
our  depreciated  currency  and  fixed  salaries.  As  a  large  casting  is 
never  made  without  my  being  present,  I  consider  my  life  in  greater 
danger  here  than  if  I  were  in  command  of  the  Tennessee,  though  I 
should  expect  hot  work  in  her  occasionally.  What  chance  have  I  for 
her  ? 
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Colonel  [J.  L.]  White  sent  for  the  iron  to-day  for  the  bands  of  guns. 
1  have  given  him  as  much  as  he  can  work  in  six  weeks  and  may  then 
have  more  for  him.  What  of  the  machinery,  etc.,  at  Pascagoula? 
Yours,  very  truly, 

Catesby  ap  R.  Jones. 


Admiral  Buchanan, 

Mobile ,  Ala. 


Report  of  Colonel  Lockett ,  C.  8.  Army ,  regarding  shots  fired  at  Con¬ 
federate  batteries  by  Federal  gunboat  off  San  Bernard  River. 

Headquarters  Post  of  Velasco,  Tex., 

December  29,  1863. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  steam  gunboat  was  dis¬ 
covered  this  morning  about  12  m.  off  the  mouth  of  the  San  Bernard. 
After  tiring  a  few  shots  there  she  lowered  her  sails  and  steamed  up 
opposite  our  batteries  and  tired  eight  shots,  all  of  which  fell  short 
and  were  not  answered  by  our  guns.  She  then  put  about,  hoisted  her 
sails,  and  soon  disappeared  to  the  westward. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  N.  Luckett, 
Colonel ,  Commanding. 

Captain  L.  G.  Aldrich, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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A.  Hopkins,  Brig.  Mentioned . .  . 126, 189 

A.  S.  Ruthven,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  .  846 

Abbott,  John  C.  Mentioned . .  15, 54,  61 

Abercrombie,  Leonard  A.  Mentioned .  556,558 

Acklin,  J.  Mentioned .  28,  33, 203,  765,  767 

Active,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  June  21,  1863 . .  390 

Adams,  Charles  A.  Mentioned .  603 

Adams,  Charles  Francis.  See  Great  Britain,  U.  S.  minister  to. 

Adams,  Enos  O.  Mentioned .  249,282 

Adams,  Henry  A.  Mentioned . 671 

Adams,  Henry  A.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

D’Oyley,  N .  388 

Hamilton,  J.  R .  387 

Pennington,  L.  W .  411 

Mentioned .  202,  282, 423, 425,  427, 435, 440,  490 

Reports  of. 

H.  McGuin,  Barge.  Capture  of .  399 

Mississippi  City,  Miss.  Expedition  to,  under  flag  of  truce .  602 

Mississippi  Sound.  Operations  in .  166,405,406 

Ship  Island,  Miss.  Operations  at .  370 

Adelaide,  British  schooner.  Mentioned . 668 

African  slave  trade.  See  Slave  trade. 

Aiken,  Edmund.  Mentioned . 481 

Ajax,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  374 

Alabama,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  190, 573, 584 

Search  for . 96, 97 

Alabama,  Confederate  schooner.  Capture  of,  April  18,  1863  . .  144, 145 

Alabama,  Confederate  steamer. 

Capture  of,  September  12,  1863 . .  584,  706,  726 

Mentioned .  412,  586,  632,  695,  706 

Alabama,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . - .  97,549 

Alamo,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  835,837 

Albatross,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  3,10,12,13,16,17, 

20,  24,  29,  30,  33,  36, 39,  41, 46-49,  54, 63, 64,  74,  75,  78-82,  86, 178, 188, 
203,  204,  206-208,  282,  353,  367,  372,  391,  425,  469,  470,  475,  510,  552, 
564, 590,  626,  635, 653,  711,  763,  764-769,  772,  774,  782,  784,  788,  789,  803 
Operations  in  Mississippi  River. 

Above  Port  Pludson,  La.,  March  15  to  May  6,  1863  .  3-93 

At  Grand  Gulf,  Miss .  805,  806 

Orders  for  movements .  74,  344,  588,  724,  729 

Reconnoissance  in  Red  River  and  engagement  with  Confederate  vessels, 

May  3-5,  1863 .  78-83,  90-93, 294,  295 

Yellow  fever  on  board  of  . .  628,  637 

861 


862 


IN  HEX. 


Fags. 

Albert.  See  Wenona,  Schooner. 

Alden,  James. 

Correspondence  with 


Dwight,  William .  240 

Farragut,  D.  G .  54-56,  62,  64,  65,  76,  189,  207,  236,  239,  250,  316 

Grover,  Cuvier .  223 

Irwin,  Richard  B .  324 

Morris,  Henry  WT . - .  19 

Navy  Department,  IT.  S .  421 

Palmer,  J.  S . ; .  213,244 

Mentioned .  38, 48,  50,  72,  77, 101, 136, 179, 188, 192,  206,  218, 

237,  254,  256,  258, 282, 310,  340,  355,  396, 421,  433, 439,  776,  783,  793,  800 

Reports  of. 

Port  Hudson,  La. 

Opening  of  communication  with  D.  G.  Farragut  above . .  67 

Operations  at .  97-99, 161, 178 

Siege  of .  213,  245 

Aldrich.,  L.  G. ,  Correspondence  with 

Buchel,  Augustus .  750 

Luckett,  P.  N .  859 

Alema,  Frank.  Mentioned .  355 

Alexander,  Charles.  Mentioned .  352 

Alice,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  182, 194,  624,  707,  728 

Alice  McGuigin,  Schooner.  Movements  of,  in  Mississippi  Sound .  639,  640 

Allen,  George  D.  See  Key  West,  Fla.,  Prize  commissioner  at. 

Allen,  Pickering  D.  Mentioned .  108-111 

Allen,  W.  N. 

Appointed  to  command  IT.  S.  S.  New  London .  599 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Raton  del  Nilo,  December  3,  1863 .  707 

Alliance,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  163, 164 

Allis,  Richard  T.  Mentioned .  43 

Alston,  William.  Correspondence  with  E.  P.  Turner .  748 

Alvarez,  Lucio.  Mentioned .  194 

Amelia  Ann,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  688,689 

America,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  27,  1863 .  486-489 

Amite  River,  Louisiana.  Destruction  of  U.  S.  S.  Barrataria  at  mouth  of, 

April  7,  1863 .  123-126,811 

Ammons,  J.  B.  Mentioned .  281 

Anderson,  Master.  Mentioned .  385 

Anderson,  Robert.  Mentioned .  167, 168 

Anderson,  William.  See  William  G.  Anderson,  U.  S.  bark. 

Andrews,  Captain.  Mentioned .  156 

Andrews,  Edwin  N.  Mentioned . . . - .  542 

Andrews,  George  C.  Mentioned .  809 

Andrews,  George  L. 

Correspondence  with  James  S.  Palmer  .  196 

Mentioned .  768 

Andrews,  George  W.  Mentioned .  22 

Andrews,  John  A.  Mentioned .  543 

Angel,  Henry.  Mentioned .  365 

Anglo-American,  Steamboat.  Mentioned .  235,239,241,306,309 

Anita,  Confederate  schooner.  Capture  of,  October  27,  1863 .  650 

Annie  Lewis,  Coal  schooner.  Mentioned .  647, 654,  672,  686,  701,  702 
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Antona,*  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  133, 145, 146, 165, 172 

Antona,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  388, 454,  455,  698,  734 

Mentioned. . . .  205,  252, 277,  282,  367,  389, 403,  407, 425,  445, 459, 466, 475, 510,  671, 
686,  702,  710,  726,  733,  736,  761-763,  777,  778,  787,  788,  790,  795-799 

Orders  for  movements .  283, 370,  387, 402, 431, 433, 462, 677 

Roath,  W.  D.,  appointed  to  command .  426 


Seizure  of  commanding  officer  of,  from  a  Mexican  vessel,  by  Confederates, 


July  24,  1863  . . .  413-418 

Sinking  of  U.  S.  S.  Sciota  by,  July  14,  1863  .  388,  391,  396 

Zerega,  A.  L.  B.,  ordered  to  relieve  W.  A.  Maine  of  command .  670 

Antonio,  Antoine.  Mentioned .  729,  730 

Apperson,  W.  W.  Mentioned . . .  358 

Aransas  Pass,  Texas. 

Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H . . . . .  93,320 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M . . .  143 

Report  of  H.  H.  Bell . . .  407 

See  also  St.  Joseph's  Island,  Tex. 

Engagement  with  battery  at,  July  3,  1863.  Report  of  E.  W.  Henry _  384 

Occupation  of,  by  Federal  forces,  November  17,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Banks,  N.  P . . 680 

Bee,  H.  P . . . . . . — .  684 

Tarver,  E.  R .  682, 683 

Flags  of  truce. 

Detention  of  bearer . 683-686 

Killing  of  bearer .  697 

Reports  of 

Bee,  H.  P . . . . .  683,684 

Bell,  H.  H . . - .  679,700 

Mann,  Walter  L . . .  684 

Ransom,  T.  E.  G . . . .  681 

Strong,  J.  H . 679 

Aransas  Pass,  Texas,  Commanding  officer  of  TJ.  S.  forces  at.  Corre¬ 
spondence  with  H.  P.  Bee .  684 

Archer,  James  J.  Mentioned .  386 

Argosy,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  687,688 

Argus  Eye,  Coal  schooner.  Mentioned .  497,593 

Aries,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  514 

Arizona,  U.  S.  S. 

List  of  prisoners  captured  from .  468 


Mentioned .  42, 59, 62,  72-75,  77, 106, 131, 134, 

135,  137-139,  153,  154,  161,  178,  179,  187,  203,  208,  217,  227,  230,  238, 
241,  252,  262,  264,  282,  331,  367,  376-379,  391, 425,  470,  475,  506,  514- 
519,  521-524,  526-533,  536-541,  543,  544,  546-549,  551-554,  556,  559, 
565, 600, 622,  638,  639, 644,  672, 679,  708-710,  713,  715,  716,  732,  768,  774 

Movements  of .  397,  400 

Operations. 

In  Mississippi  River .  234,249-251,254,366 


*  Captured  January  6, 1863.  Afterwards  U.  S,  S.  Antona. 
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Arizona,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page- 

Operations. 

In  vicinity  of  Berwick  Bay,  La.  See  Butte-a-la-Rose,  La.  Capture  of, 

April  20,  1863.  Also  Queen  of  the  West,  C.  S.  S.  Destruction  of, 

April  14,  1863. 

Off  Sabine  Pass,  Texas.  See  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.  Joint  expedition  against, 
September  7-8,  1863. 

Order  for  disposition  of  property  on  board  of,  taken  from  plantations -  606 

Orders  for  movements .  68,  74,  207,  219,  376, 492,  516,  725 

Reconnoissance  in  Red  River  and  engagement  with  Confederate  vessels, 

May  3-5,  1863 . . - .  78-83, 90-93,  294,  295 

Upton,  D.  P.,  restored  to  command .  428 

Yellow  fever  on  board  of .  692 

Arkansas,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  539, 634, 641,  644,  654, 665,  710,  713,  723 

Movements  of .  627,628 

Orders  for  movements .  484,485,564,709 

Arms,  ammunition,  etc. 

Shipment  of,  into  Confederate  States  from  abroad.  See  Blockade  runners 
Movements  of 
Supplies  of. 

Communications  from 

Bell,  H.  H .  476 

Brooke,  John  M .  851 

Buchanan,  Franklin .  856,858 

Jones,  Catesby  ap  R .  857,  858 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  403 

Orders  and  instructions,  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones .  839 

Reports  of 

Humphreys,  F.  C .  838 

Starrett,  Adrian  C .  628 

White,  J.  L .  836 

Armstrong-, - .  Mentioned .  707 

Arnold,  Richard.  Mentioned .  173,226,235,257,259 

Aroostook,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  175, 176, 278, 696 

Hatfield,  Chester,  appointed  to  command .  422 

Mentioned .  170, 197, 

282, 397,  436,  481, 592, 597, 627, 671,  686,  693,  701,  710,  713,  724,  756 


Arthur,  U.  S.  bark. 

Condition  of . 113 

Mentioned .  103, 120, 282,  372,  469,  642,  753-755 

Orders  for  movements .  93, 95 

Artist,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  August  15,  1863  .  461 

Ashton,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  543 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Mentioned .  300,579 

See  also  Fox,  G.  V. 

Atchafalaya  River,  Louisiana.  Operations  in.  See  Berwick  Bay,  Louisiana. 
Operations  in  vicinity  of.  Also  Diana,  U.  S.  S.  Capture  of,  March  28,  1863. 

Atkins,  Charles.  Mentioned .  847 

Atkinson,  Arthur  H.  Mentioned .  612,613 

Atlanta,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  300 

Atlantic,  British  brig. 

Mentioned . . .  182,  453 
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Atlantic,  British  brig — Continued.  Page. 

Seizureof,  AugustlO,  and  recapture  of,  August  23, 1863. .  445-452, 477-480, 511,  727 

Attenborough,  Henry.  Mentioned .  340 

Augur,  Christopher  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P .  57, 61 

Farragut,  D.  P .  56, 61,  208 

Mentioned . 49,  50,  65,  66, 186, 189, 196,  206,  209,  258,  787,  788,  790,  793 

Austin,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  707,  728,  855 

Austin,  C.  W. 

Correspondence  with  J.  B.  Magruder .  852, 853 

Mentioned . ; .  847 

Autocrat,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  12, 13, 16, 17, 19,  20,  23,  29, 31,  32, 51, 52 

Axelson, - .  Mentioned . . . .  656 

Babcock,  Claude.  Mentioned .  577 

Bagby,  Arthur  P.  Mentioned .  820 

Bagley,  William.  See  William  Ba.gley,  Steamer. 

Bahama  Islands,  Governor  of.  Mentioned .  97 

Bailey,  Francis  H.  Mentioned .  152 

Bailey,  George  H.  Mentioned .  559 

Bailey,  Theodorus. 

Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Farragut . .  157,  278 

Mentioned .  97,722,723 

Bailey,  William.  Mentioned .  168 

Baird,  George  W.  Extract  from  diary  of. 

March  28-29,  1863 .  113 

April  14,  1863 . 137 

April  20,  1863 .  154 

Baker,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  543 

Baker,  Edward.  Mentioned .  146,  714,  715 

Baker,  J.  S.  Mentioned . 228,230,534,606,622,632 

Ball,  Hutchings  &  Co.  Mentioned .  115,117,749 

Baltic,  C.  S.  ram.  Mentioned .  599,705 

Banks,  General.  See  General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Alden,  James . .  226,  241,  243-245, 247,  249,  323,  324 

Bell,  H.  H .  434, 491,  621,  638,  647,  680,  737 

Cooke,  A.  P .  155, 188 

Drew,  C.  W .  235 

Eaton,  William  B .  242 

Emory,  William  H..251,  292,  293,  305,  306,  311-313,  321,  323,  328,  332,  345,  346 

Farragut,  D.  G .  45, 46,  58,  63,  68,  72,  73,  75, 172, 173, 186, 

189,  211-220,  222-231,  235,  237,  242,  256,  260-262,  304,  309,  331,  375,  376 

Franklin,  W.  B .  527,532 

Grant,  U.  S .  5,8,69 

Grover,  Cuvier . 106,224 

Jenkins,  T.  A . 231,338,374,377 

Morris,  H.  W .  121 

Palmer,  J.  S .  178, 196,  207,  210,  212,  222,  233,  242,  260,  262 

Peck,  Frank  H .  879 

Sage,  C.  H .  235 

Sherman,  Thomas  W .  103 

Walke,  Henry .  174 

n  w  r — vol  20 - 55 
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Banks,  Nathaniel  P. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Washburn,  C.  C . : . . .  ®97,  ^6 

Weitzel,  Godfrey .  109 

Mentioned .  3,  5,  7-10, 12, 14,  25,  34, 

39,  42,  47-49,  54,  55,  57,  59,  62,  67,  69-71,  73,  76-78, 103, 105, 107, 108, 
121,  131,  132,  134,  138,  157,  160,  187,  188,  196,  202,  203,  206-209,  221, 
232,  234,  237,  238,  241,  246,  249,  251-257,  260,  263,  266,  272,  307, 310, 
313,  315,  326,  328,  331,  332,  335,  336,  340,  341,  366,  369,  372,  375, 377, 
391,  392,  394,  395,  400,  410,  435,  437^39,  441,  455,  490-496,515,519, 
554,  566,  605,- 629,  636,  637,  639,  643,  644,  648,  652,663,665,667,670, 
672,  673,  679,  680,  682,  684,  685,  689,  691,  695,  700,  702,  716,  719,  760, 


768,  769,  771,  773,  774,  779-781,  785,  791,  795-797,  800,  801,  803,  804 

Reports  of. 

Bayou  Teche,  La.  Proposed  operations  on .  50 

Department  of  the  Gulf.  Joint  operations  in,  February  to  July,  1863.  263 

Fort  Jackson,  La.  Mutiny  at .  717 

Port  Hudson,  La.  Proposed  operations  against .  185, 186 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.  Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-8,  1863  .  532-535 

West  Louisiana.  Operations  in . 65, 69, 138 

Barbadoes,  West  Indies,  Governor  of.  Mentioned .  97 

Barker,  J.  T.  Correspondence  with 

Farragut,  D.  G . 230 

Jenkins,  T.  A .  230 

Barnes,  J.  D.  Mentioned . 767 

Barney,  Joseph  N. 

Correspondence  with 

Hunter,  W.  W .  811,815,816,822 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  805 

Scurry,  W.  R . - .  808,  817 

Sulakowski,  Victor . . .  805,  816 

Mentioned .  151,810,813,814 

Relieved  of  command  of  C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane .  807 

Baron  DeKalb,  U.  S.  S.  Destruction  of,  by  torpedo .  393,  394, 400 

Barrataria  (or  291),  U.  S.  S. 

Destruction  of,  April  7,  1863.  Reports  of 

Clark,  Thomas  S .  125 

Herren,  Gadi .  125 

Morris,  Henry  W . . .  130, 131 

Pemberton,  J.  C . . . - .  811 

Perkins,  James  F .  123 

Mentioned .  103 

Bartlett,  John  It.  Mentioned . . .  279,  758 

Barton,  John  T.  Mentioned .  152 

Batchellor,  Oliver  A.  Mentioned .  359 

Bates,  Joseph.  Mentioned . 843,844,854 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  Operations  at,  order  of  George  F.  Emmons .  411 

Battle,  James.  See  James  Battle,  Steamer. 

Baxter,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  583,  585,  586 

Bay  St.  Louis,  Miss.  Expedition  to,  October  15,  1863.  Report  of  F.  H. 

Grove .  630 

Baym,  Oliver.  Mentioned . 598 

Bayou  Bonfouca,  La.  Burning  of  vessels  in.  Report  of  B.  T.  Walshe..  855,856 
Bayou  City,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  288,  755-757,  761,  809,  830,  831,  835,  847 
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Bayou  Lacomb,  La.  Burning  of  vessels  in.  Report  of  B.  T.  Walshe _  855,856 

Bayou  Lafourche,  Louisiana.  Operations  on.  Report  of  T.  A.  Faries _  381 

Bayou  Plaquemine,  Louisiana.  See  Plaquemine,  La.  Attack  on,  June  18, 

1863. 

Bayou  Sara,  Louisiana. 

Operations  at.  Order  of  J.  S.  Palmer .  219 

Property  captured  at.  Report  of  D.  G.  Farragut .  700 

Bayou  Teehe,  Louisiana. 

Operations  in.  See  Berwick  Bay,  La.  Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Proposed  operations  on.  Report  of  N.  P.  Banks . . .  50 

Beal,  Jerome.  Mentioned . .  598 

Beall,  William  N.  R.  Mentioned . . .  '  269 

Beals,  Horace.  See  Horace  Beals,  U.  S.  barkentine. 

Beardsley,  George  T.  Mentioned .  542 

Beardsley,  Robert. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell . _ . .  276,280 

Mentioned .  286, 288,  757 

Beatty,  Dr.  See  Dr.  Beatty,  Confederate  steamer. 

Beauregard,  General.  See  General  Beauregard,  C.  S.  S. 

Beck,  J.  Francis.  Statement  of  capture  of  schooner  America,  August  27, 

1863 . /. _  486,487 

Beckwith,  Edward  G.  Mentioned .  636,  655 

Beckwith,  Elias.  See  Elias  Beckwith,  Sloop. 

Bee,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  238,  768,  769,  771-774 

Bee,  Hamilton  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Aransas  Pass,  Commanding  officer  of  U.  S.  forces  at .  684 

Bell,  H.  S . 840 

Brown,  Frank .  840 

Dickinson,  A.  G. . .  649, 682 

Duff,  James .  281 

Mann,  Walter  L . . .  683,684 

Mentioned .  95, 103, 416,  418,  454,  512,  513,  650,  754,  757 

Reports  of. 

Aransas  Pass,  Tex.  Detention  of  flag  of  truce  by  Federal  forces  at.  683, 684 

Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.  Arrival  of  Federal  vessels  off _ , .  649 

Queen  of  the  Sea,  Blockade  runner.  Arrival  of,  at  Brownsville,  Tex.  827 

Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  827,  836 

Beebe,  Whedon  H.  Mentioned . 542 

Beers,  James  R. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department  U.  S .  621 

Mentioned .  657 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Penguin .  623 

Bejjio,  William.  Mentioned . . 815 

Belden,  William  Henry.  Mentioned .  704 

Belfast,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  306 

Bell,  Henry  H.  > 

Appointed  to  temporary  command  of  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. . .  422- 

426,  427,  441 

Assumes  command  of  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  433 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  W.  N .  599 

Banks,  N.  P .  434,  491,  621,  638,  647,  680,  737 

Beardsley,  Robert. . . . . . .  276,  280 
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Bell,  Henry  H.— Continued.  PaSe- 

Correspondence  with 

Bee,  H.  P . - .  684,840 

Bennis,  Spiro  V .  414 

Bigelow,  G.  A . . .  438,  624,  712 

Bowen,  James .  439,666 

Brown,  Charles  H .  601 

Bruner,  E.  D .  . -  605  ; 

Cate,  David . - . - .  ^09 

Chase,  Charles  T . - .  402, 416 

Cooke,  A.  P . . .  438,484,493,733 

Cressy,  W.  K . - .  494 

Crocker,  Frederick . —  192,  508,  516,  539,  542 

Dana,  W.  H .  204,  374,  522,  525,  536 

Du  Bois,  Theodore  B .  588,  724 

Dyer,  N.  M . . .  582,  632,  730 

Emmons,  George  F . - . HO 

Farragut,  D.  G .  187, 191,  308,  315,  370,  386,  423—425,  432,  489,  591,  629,  652 

Farragut,  Virginia  L . . .  190 

Fitzhugh,  W.  E . - .  690 

Franklin,  Samuel  R .  565 

Franklin,  William  B . .  520 

Gibson,  A .  718,  720,  722 

Gillis,  J.  P . . .  501,  505,  506,  517,  518, 

566,  588,  593,  607,  638,  643,  654,  672,  686,  701,  709,  710,  725,  731,  733,  740 

Goldsborough,  J.  R .  437,  459,  470, 480,  504,  564, 582,  589,  590,  597 

Gray,  S.  C . - .  695 

Greene,  C.  H .  635,  636,  657,  690,  697,  732,  734,  738 

Green,  Francis  M . . . . - .  484 

Grove,  F.  H .  630 

Hamilton,  ,T.  R . . . .  599,  665,  738 

Hatfield,  Chester .  279,  696 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  acting  consul-general  at .  706,  727 

Head  of  the  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  light-house  superintendent  at.  587 

Henry,  E,  W .  204,  290,  317,  318,  383,  508, 590,  660 

Hill,  F.  S .  320,421,637 

Holabird,  Samuel  B .  476,  592 

Hooper,  Quincy  A .  95,  204 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A . 180,  653 

Johnson,  P.  C.,  jr .  204,373,419 

Johnstone,  John  A .  696 

Jones,  Henry  D .  279 

Jordan,  M .  455 


Key  West,  Fla.,  judge,  U.  S.  district  court  at 

Lamson,  C.  W . 

Legrand,  Manuel . . . 

Lenthall,  John . 

Lewis,  R.  F.  R . 

Low,  W.  W . 

Macomb,  W.  Id . 

Madigan,  John,  jr . 

Magruder,  J.  B . 

Maguire,  Roc.hfort . . . 

Maine,  William  A . . . 

Marchand,  J.  B . . . . . . 


.  276 

.  516,523 

.  664 

.  613 

.  94,96,204,294,462 

.  655 

. . .  435,  440,  476,  563,  583,  584 
204,  293,  493,  514,  519,  520,  524 

.  541 

.  693,694 

.  670 

.  505,715 
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Bell,  Henry  H. — Continued.  Page 

Correspondence  with 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at .  289 

Mayo,  W.  K .  587, 597 

Morris,  George  U . 740 

Morris,  H.  W . 120,121,195 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  H4j 

204,  274,  283,  431,  471,  474,  475,  497,  498,  507,  596,  604,  616 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  417,447,469,489, 

538,  588,  589,  600,  633-635, 657, 666,  673,  674,  688,  717,  718,  726,  735 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola,  Fla.,  Commandant  of .  469,605,655 

New  Orleans,  British  consul  at .  446,  447,  659 

New  Orleans,  Spanish  consul  at . 689 

New  Orleans,  U.  S.  district  attorney  at .  573, 574 

New  Orleans,  U.  S.  marshal .  590 

Palmer,  James  C . , . .  651 

Pennington,  L.  W .  589 

Perkins,  George  H . 701 

Read,  Abner .  93 

Roath,  W.  D .  426,507 

Rolando,  Henry .  499-501, 

569,  570,  600,  607,  614,  625,  626,  673,  679,  692,  703,  709,  713,  723 

Sartori,  L.  C .  460,  566, 609 

Seyburn,  Isaac  D . .  .  507,  732 

Shepley,  George  F .  605 

Shock,  William  H . : .  578,  717 

Stone,  C.  P .  639, 641,  668 

Strong,  J.  H .  644-646, 

661,  663,  667,  668,  679,  694,  698,  702,  736,  741,  742 


Sumner,  G.  W . .  729 

Tamaulipas,  Mexico,  governor  of .  415, 574,  575 

Thatcher,  H.  K .  601, 

609,  610,  623,  627,  628,  633,  634,  641,  652,  696,  711,  712,  715,  729,  752,  753 

Tibbits,  Howard .  492,  516, 523,  606,  725 

Townsend,  Robert .  491, 494,  502, 567,  667, 677,  687,  728 

Wade,  Henry  C .  670 

Wade,  Thomas  F .  93, 95 

Watters,  John .  461 

Weaver,  A.  W .  461 

Wiggin,  George .  435, 592,  606 

Woolsey,  M.  B .  446-448,466,510,563 

Zerega,  A.  L.  B .  670,677 

Entertainment  of  Confederate  officers  by .  122, 181, 191, 192 

Extract  from  diary,  March  16  to  July  13,  1863 .  753-763 

Mentioned . 122, 127, 181, 192, 

282,  309,  311,  319,  320,  337,  368,  387,  405,  415-417,  423,  426-428,  436,  438, 
462, 466,  485,  496,  501-503,  513, 517, 519,  532-534,  544,  551, 560, 564,  595, 
601, 621,  628,  634,  640, 654,  664,  675,  676,  678,  691,  705,  717,  739,  751,  810 


Reports  of. 

Antona,  U.  S.  S.  Seizure  of  commanding  officer  of,  from  Mexican 


vessel,  July  24,  1863 .  413,417 

Aransas  Pass,  Tex.  Occupation  of,  November  17,  1863  .  679,  700 

Arizona,  U.  S.  S.  Disposition  of  paroled  prisoners  from .  468 

Atlantic,  Hermaphrodite  brig.  Recapture  of,  August  23,  1863 .  451 

Bienville,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  616 
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Bell,  Henry  H. — Continued. 

Reports  of. 

Blazer,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  May  27,  1863 .  276 

Brooklyn,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of . . .  120, 121, 143, 158, 472 

Movements  of . - .  105,  201 

Readiness  of,  to  return  to  Galveston,  Tex .  182 

Coal.  Loan  of,  to  Army .  655 

Fanny,  Steamer.  Burning  of,  and  capture  of  steamer  Alabama .  584 

Fox,  Steamer.  Escape  of,  into  Mobile  Bay,  April  15, 1863  .  155 

Franklin,  S.  R.  Appointment  of,  as  fleet  captain  West  Gulf  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron .  608 

Friendship,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  and  chase  of  schooner  Jane .  632 

Galveston,  Tex. 

Operations  off .  94,  99, 102, 113, 120,  293,  311, 371, 372, 407, 510 

Plan  for  attack  upon .  183 

Leviathan,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Capture  of,  and  recapture  by  U.  S.  S. 

De  Soto,  September  22,  1863  .  597-599 

Mary  Campbell,  Schooner.  Recapture  of,  November  14,  1863 .  674 

Matagorda  Bay,  Tex.  Joint  operations  in,  December  29  to  31,  1863. .  741 

Mississippi  River.  Operations  in .  459, 462 

Mobile,  Ala.  Condition  of  health  of  vessels  off  . .  592 

New  Orleans,  La.  Affairs  at .  510,627,657,665,671,704 

Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.  Joint  operations  at .  736 

Penguin,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of . . .  727 

Pensacola,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  631 

Rachel  Seaman,  U.  S.  schooner.  Condition  of .  297 

Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  95, 103,  284-288, 465,  693 

Joint  expedition  to,  October  27  to  November  3,  1863 .  643,  644,  670 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex. 

Blockade  of .  604 

Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-8,  1863 .  515, 

519, 521,526, 535, 539,551 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Fla.  Destruction  of  salt  works  in,  December  14 

and  18,  1863  .  721 

St.  Joseph’s  Island,  Tex.  Capture  of  boat’s  crew  from  U.  S.  bark 

William  G.  Anderson  at . . .  167 

Sciota,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  485 

Ship  Island,  Miss.  Expected  attack  upon .  435 


Sir  William  Peel,  British  steamer.  Seizure  of,  September  11,  1863  ..  567, 

574, 578 


Tampico,  Mexico.  Affairs  at .  382 

Texas. 

Blockade  of  coast  of .  285-289, 321,  510,  604,  632,  708 

Stations  of  vessels  blockading  coast  of .  407 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Condition  and  needs  of .  465,  467, 510,  612, 699,  706 

General  affairs  of .  468, 636,  692,  700 

Yellow  fever.  Outbreak  of .  509, 

581,  592,  603,  616, 617,631,  637, 650, 6.71,  708 

Special  orders .  677 

Bell,  Henry  H. ,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  191, 490 

Bell,  H.  S.  Correspondence  with  H.  P.  Bee .  840 
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Bell,  Jacob.  See  Jacob  Bell ,  U.  S.  S. 

Bell,  Josiab  A.  See  Josiah  A.  Bell,  C.  S.  S. 

Belle,  Louisiana.  See  Louisiana  Belle,  Steamer. 

Belligerent  rights.  See  Neutrality. 

Bellone,  H.  I.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  757 

Belvidere,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  523,527,531 

Ben,  Confederate  schooner.  Mentioned  .  129,  755 

Ben,  Uncle.  See  Uncle  Ben,  Confederate  steamer. 

Benedict,  James  M.  Mentioned .  542 

Benedict,  Lew.  Mentioned . 226,228,716,717 

Benham,  Andrew  E.  K. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  634 

Mentioned . 704 

Benjamin,  Judah  P.  See  State  Department,  C.  S. 

Bennett,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with  E.  A.  Swain . 849 

Mentioned .  848 

Bennis,  Spiro  V. 

Mentioned .  413,  762 

Report  of  seizure  of  commanding  officer  of  U.  S.  S.  Antona  from  Mexican 

vessel,  July  24,  1863 .  414 

Bensadon,  J.  Correspondence  with  Franklin  Buchanan .  826,827 

Benson,  Peter.  Mentioned .  524, 543 

Bently,  Mary.  See  Mary  Bently,  American  bark. 

Benton,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  42,  78, 187,  394,  767 

Benton,  Thomas  O.  Mentioned .  825,826 

Bermuda,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  .  461,  608, 674-676 

Mentioned . .  177,  295,  416,  454,  465,  468,  511, 601,  622,  628,  686,  692,  698-702 

Orders  for  movements .  462, 502 

Bernes,  George.  Mentioned .  856 

Berry,  Abraham  H.  Mentioned .  612 

Berwick,  Oscar.  Mentioned .  . .  818,  849,  851 

Berwick  Bay,  Louisiana. 

Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Estrella .  380,  381 

Capture  of  Brashear  City,  June  23,  1863 .  312, 315,  316,  320,  325 

Communications  from 

Banks,  N.  P .  262,374—377,621 

Dunham,  R.  T .  621 

Farragut,  D.  G . . 423 

Sherman,  T.  W .  96 

Stone,  Charles  P .  378,621 

Weitzel,  G .  96 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H .  492,589,725 

Farragut,  D.  G .  375,376,378,379,428 

Morris,  H.  W . 108,121 

Reoccupation  of  Brashear  City,  July  22,  1863 .  379-381 

Reports  of 

Crocker,  Frederick .  380 

Faries,  T.  A .  381 

Green,  Thomas . - .  833 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A .  377 
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Berwick  Bay,  Louisiana — Continued.  Page. 

Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Reports  of 

Morris,  H.  W . . . . .  131 

Peck,  Frank  H . . .  379 

Stone,  Charles  P . . . . . .  732 

Townsend,  Robert - - - - - - -  667 

See  also  Atchafalaya  River,  La.;  Butte-d-la-Rose,  La.;  Brashear  City ,  La.; 

Queen  of  the  West,  C.  S.  S.,  destruction  of,  April  14,  1863;  Reports  of 
Banks,  pp.  263-265;  Smith,  p.  817;  Faries,  p.  818;  Taylor,  p.  822. 

Proposed  raid  into.  Communications  from 

Hite,  C.  M.,  and  Austin,  C.  W . . . . .  852,853 

Smith ,  Leon  . . .  852 

Berwick  Bay,  La.,  Senior  officer  at.  Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Farragut.  428 

Beste,  William.  Mentioned . 442 

Betsey,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  6,  1863  .  454,  455 

Beyer,  Charles.  Mentioned .  .  280 

Bickley,  Charles.  Mentioned . 555,558 

Bienville,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  498,  499,  604,  616 

Mentioned . . . . . . .  120, 121, 126, 132, 143, 

147, 150, 153, 161, 162, 164-166, 170, 174, 177, 185, 189, 199,  200,  205,  275, 
282,  285,  287,  372,  413,  423,  424,  429,  431,  432,  436,  443,  454,  462,  469,  475, 
483,  501,  502,  505-507,  510,  513,  517,  535,  588,  593,  627,  755,  756,  761,  762 

Movements  of . 592,596 

Operations. 

Off  Galveston,  Tex . 274,283,407,471,497-499 

Off  Sabine  Pass,  Tex  . . _ .  565 

Orders  for  movements . . . .  114,  507,  519,  564,  616 

Bigelow,  George  A. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Calhoun .  390 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  438,  624,  712 

Mentioned . . .  658,  690,  691,  738 

Report  of  attack  upon  batteries  on  Grant’s  Pass,  September  13,  1863 .  584 

Birt,  Alonzo.  Mentioned .  649 

Bisland,  Fort.  See  Fort  Bisland,  La. 

Black  Hawk,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Firing  upon,  by  Confederates  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi  River,  November  21,  1863  .  850,  851 

Black  Hawk,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  5,  53,  203,  260,  393, 442,  737,  775,  782,  783 

Blacker,  Charles  L.  A.  See  Matamoras,  Mexico,  British  consular  officers  at. 

Bladen,  Sarah.  See  Sarah  Bladen,  Schooner. 

Blake,  Homer  C.  Mentioned .  157 

Blake  Brothers  &  Company.  Mentioned . . .  486, 487 

Blanchard,  Francis  E.  Mentioned .  131 

Blanchard,  James  G.  Mentioned . . . . .  825 

Blazer,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  May  27,  1863  .  276,  280, 283, 285-288,  756 

Blinn,  L.A.  Mentioned . 482 

Blockade  runners. 

Capture  of.  See  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  Captures  made  by. 

Movements  of. 

Communications  from 

Bell,  H.  H .  589,657,673 

Farragut,  D.  G .  .  369,  370 

Great  Britain,  U.  S.  minister  to .  201 

Havana,  Cuba,  Acting  U.  S.  consul-general  at .  706,  727 
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Blockade  runners — Continued.  Page. 

Movements  of. 

Communications  from 

London,  U.  S.  consul  at . . .  619 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at .  374 

Morris,  H.  W .  162 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  141, 182, 401, 588,  657 

Smith,  W.  S .  162 

State  Department,  U.  S .  201,619 

Stone,  Charles  P . 668 

Tampico,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at .  384,594 

W.  F .  620 

Reports  of  H.  P.  Bee .  827,  836 


See  also  Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

Bloomer,  U.  S.  S. 

Destruction  of  salt  works  on  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Fla.,  December  14  and  18, 


1863 .  720-723 

Mentioned .  619,  718 

Blue  Bell,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  July  2,  1863 .  371,390 

Blunt,  George  W.  Mentioned .  123, 581 

Bogart,  It.  D.  Mentioned .  161 

Bogert,  Edward  S.  Mentioned .  149, 152 

Boggs,  William  It.  For  correspondence  as  chief  of  staff,  see  Smith,  E. 

Kirby. 

Bohio,  U.  S.  brig. 

Mentioned .  282, 315, 

372,  469,  506,  508,  517,  566,  592,  593,  602,  638,  639,  654,  672,  673,  693,  711 

Orders  for  movements . . .  309, 507 

Roath,  W.  D.,  appointed  to  command .  422 

Bontof,  John.  Mentioned . .  714 

Bonzano,  M.  F.  Mentioned .  587 

For  correspondence  see  Head  of  the  Russes,  Light-house  superintendent  at. 

Boone,  Hannibal  H.  Mentioned .  112 

Borden,  Andrew  G.  Mentioned .  542 

Bosse,  Auguste.  Mentioned .  595,  757 

Boston,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  June  8,  1863  .  828 

Mentioned . .  302, 308, 476, 477, 481, 674 

Boston,  Mass.,  U.  S.  district  attorney  at.  Mentioned .  165 

Bostwick,  Robert  C.  Mentioned .  110,113,137 

Botteri,  Luca.  Mentioned .  144 

Botts,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  815 

Bourne,  Edmund  L.  Mentioned .  257,258 

Bourne,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  777 

Bowe,  A.  A.  Mentioned .  468 

Bowen,  James. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  439,666 

Franklin,  S.  R .  675 

Stearns,  Albert .  305 

Mentioned . 629 

Bowen,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with  J.  C.  Pemberton .  85 

Mentioned .  88,90 
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Bowen,  John  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Engagements  at  Grand  Gulf,  Miss. 

March  19,  1863 . . .  806 

March  31,  1863 .  86,87 

Bowman,  John.  Mentioned . —  -  198, 199 

Boyd, - .  Mentioned .  704 

Boynton,  N.  See  N.  Boynton,  Coal  bark. 

Bradford,  John  O.  Mentioned .  136,284 

Bradford,  Robert  F.  Mentioned .  398 

Bradfute,  William  R. 

Correspondence  with  J.  B.  Magruder .  851 

Mentioned .  846,  853,  854 

Bradley,  Erwin  L.  Mentioned . . .  542 

Bradley,  Francis  J.  Mentioned .  542 

Bradshaw,  George  H.  Mentioned . . . .  353 

Bragg,  Braxton.  Mentioned . - . - .  206,  386 

Brand,  Frederick  B.  Reports  ot'  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  La .  270 

Brashear  City,  La. 

Capture  of, 'by  Confederate  forces,  June  23,  1863. 

Communications  from  D.  G.  Farragut .  312,  315, 316 

Reports  of 

Farragut,  D.  G . 320,325 

Green,  Thomas .  834 

Stouder,  H .  312 

Talbot,  W.  H .  312 

Operations  at. 

Communications  from 

Banks,  N.  P .  312 

Emory,  W.  H .  292,  307,  309,  313 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Banks,  N.  P .  293,  306,  311,  313 

Emory,  W.  H . 307,310,321 

Reoccupation  of,  by  Federal  forces,  July  22,  1863.  See  Berwick  Bay,  La. 
Operations  in  vicinity  of,  pp.  379-381. 

See  also  Berwick  Bay,  La. 

Brashear  City,  La.,  Commanding  officer  at.  Correspondence  with 

William  H.  Emory .  310 

Brazos  River,  Texas. 

Affairs  at  mouth  of.  Report  of  J.  R.  M.  Mullany .  471 

Captures  made  off . 632 

Brazos  Santiago,  Tex. 

Affairs  at.  Communications  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  204 

Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H .  294 

Farragut,  D.  G .  187,316 

Captures  made  at . .  279-281,  285, 287,  303 

Occupation  of,  by  Federal  forces,  November  3,  1863.  See  Bio  Grande,  Texas 
and  Mexico.  Joint  expedition  to,  October  27  to  November  3,  1863. 
Breese,  K.  Randolph. 

Correspondence  with  David  D.  Porter .  10 

Mentioned . , .  5,13 

Breese,  Samuel  L.  Finding,  court-martial  of  F.  S.  Hill .  489 


INDEX. 


875 


Brent,  Joseph  L.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  T.  A.  Faries . . . . .  818 

Mentioned .  823 

Brent,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned . .  832, 841 

Bridges,  William  E.  Mentioned . 543,554 

Briggs,  - .  Mentioned . . . . . .  204 

Brilliant,  Coal  bark.  Mentioned . 102 

British  Charge  d’  Affaires  to  the  United  States.  Correspondence  with 

State  Department,  U.  S .  504 

British  Minister  to  the  United  States. 

Correspondence  with 

Mobile,  British  acting  consul  at, .  829 

State  Department,  U.  S .  116 

Mentioned .  119,172,576 

Brooke,  John  M.  Correspondence  with  C.  ap  R.  Jones .  851 

Brooklyn,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  276, 279-281,  285-288 

Condition  of .  143, 182,  399, 472 

Emmons,  George  F. ,  appointed  to  command .  440 

Mentioned . 93-96, 

99, 102, 103, 105, 113, 114, 122, 132, 144,  151,  155,  166, 170, 180-183,  187, 
192,  204,  294,  308,  311,  317,  318,  320,  321,  371-374,  382,  402,  413,  415,  418, 
419,  421,  422,  424,  426,  427,  429,  431,  433,  437,  443,  459,  485,  630,  652,  691 

Movements  of .  120, 121, 158, 195,  201, 481 

Operations. 

Off  Galveston,  Tex .  274,  293, 297, 407 

On  coast  of  Texas,  from  Galveston  to  Rio  Grande  and  return,  May  25 

to  June  1,  1863 .  284-290 

Orders  for  movements . 1 . .  436, 440 

See  also  diary  of  H.  H.  Bell ,  pp.  753-763. 

Brooks,  James  C.  Correspondence  with  Alfred  W.  Ellet .  52 

Brooks,  John.  Mentioned . 352,353 

Brott,  Davis  &  Shons.  Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Farragut .  322 

Brown,  Steamer.  Mentioned . - .  352,360,361,781 

Brown,  Adrian  V.  Mentioned . . .  542 

Brown,  Charles.  Mentioned . - .  636 

Brown,  Charles  (Seaman).  Mentioned . 543,554 

Brown,  Charles  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H . 7 . 1 .  601 

Lee,  S.  P .  373 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  705 

Mentioned .  304,  643,  693,  694,  710,  713 

Reports  of. 

Jenny,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  October  6,  1863  .  611 

Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico.  Vessels  seized  at  mouth  of,  Novem¬ 
ber  4  and  5,  1863 .  658,  660,  661 

Brown,  Frank.  Correspondence  with  H.  P.  Bee .  840 

Brown,  George.  Mentioned . H 

Brown,  George  (Lieutenant-Commander).  Correspondence  with  Navy 

Department,  U.  S .  640,  723 

Brown,  George  (Seaman).  Mentioned .  543 

Brown,  Henry  (Acting  Master).  Mentioned .  282,617,618 

Brown,  Henry  (Landsman).  Mentioned .  543,554 

Brown,  Henry  S.  Mentioned .  22 
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Brown,  Isaac  N.  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Rucker .  826 

Brown,  J.  J.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S .  735 

Brown,  John.  Mentioned .  631 

Brown,  John  (Marine).  Mentioned .  4 

Brown,  John  W.  Mentioned . . .  81,83 

Brown,  Oscar  A.  Mentioned .  542 

Brown,  Peter.  Mentioned .  542 

Brown,  Reuben  R.  Mentioned . . .  748,  750 

Brown,  S.  K.  Mentioned .  837,847 

Brown,  W.  D.  Mentioned .  137 

Brown,  William.  Mentioned .  4 

Brown  &  Johnston.  Mentioned .  806 

Browne,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Farragut . 309 

Mentioned .  282 

Browne,  William  Ross.  Mentioned .  720-722 

Brownsville,  Tex. 

Evacuation  of,  by  Confederate  forces.  Report  of  H.  H.  Bell .  284, 286 

Occupation  of,  by  Federal  forces.  See  Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico. 

Joint  expedition  to,  October  27  to  November  3,  1863. 

Bruce,  William.  Mentioned .  778 

Bruen,  Sarah.  See  Sarah  Bruen,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Brun,  Emile.  Mentioned .  355 

Bruner,  Elias  D. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  ship  Nightingale .  605 

Mentioned .  282 

Bryan,  Richard  C.  See  Richard  C.  Bryan,  British  schooner. 

Bryce,  John.  Mentioned .  598 

Buchanan,  Franklin. 

Correspondence  with 

De  Bow,  J.  D.  B.  et  al .  826,  827 

Harrison,  George  W .  828 

Hunter,  Thomas  T .  827 

Jones,  C.  ap  R .  856-858 

State  Department,  U.  S .  829 

Swain,  Edward  A .  848 

Mentioned .  123, 157,  206,  275,  276,  284,  290,  314,  476,  490,  751,  839,  840,  851 

Buchanan,  James.  Correspondence  with  British  charge  d’affaires  to  the 

United  States .  504 

Buchel,  Augustus. 

Correspondence  with  Leon  Smith .  841 

Mentioned .  748-750 

Reports  of. 

Matagorda  Bay,  Tex.  Joint  operation  in,  December  29  to  31,  1863  ..  750 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.  Movements  of  Confederate  vessels  at .  842 

Buckhart,  Joseph.  See  Joseph  Buckhart,  Confederate  vessel. 

Buckner,  General.  See  General  Buckner,  Confederate  steamer. 

Buford,  Abraham.  Mentioned .  89 

Buhlan,  Alfonso.  Mentioned . 849 

Bullen,  Joseph  D. 

Correspondence  with  M.  B.  Woolsey .  330 

Death  of . 330,  345, 346 

Mentioned .  253,  305,  320,  328,  329,  333,  347,  354, 355 

Bump,  Ichabod.  Mentioned .  542 
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Bunch,  James  M.  Mentioned . 79 

Bunch,  Robert.  Mentioned .  581 

Bunker,  Lewis.  Mentioned . 335,360 

Burnet,  William  E.  Mentioned .  857 

Burns,  William.  Mentioned .  357 

Burnside, -  Mentioned . , .  353,420 

Burroughs,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  710 

Burroughs,  James.  Mentioned . 598 

Burt,  Charles.  Mentioned .  778 

Burton,  Fort.  See  Fort  Burton. 

Burton,  Mary  P.  See  Mary  P.  Burton,  Schooner. 

Bush,  Louis.  Correspondence  with 

G'reen,  Thomas . 361 

Major,  James  P .  363 

Bushnell,  Mr.  Mentioned . 613,614 

Butler,  Fort.  See  Fort  Butler. 

Butte-a-la-Rose,  La.  Capture  of,  April  20,  1863. 

Communications  from  N.  P.  Banks .  63, 155 

Extract  from  diary  of  George  W.  Baird .  154 

Reports  of 

Banks,  N,  P .  264 

Cooke,  A.  P .  153,155 

Buzzard,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Attitude  of  U.  S.  S.  Seminole  toward,  off  the  Rio 

Grande,  September  15,  1863 .  607,625 

C.  C.  Pinckney.  See  General  C.  C.  Pinckney,  Schooner. 

Cady,  Edward.  Mentioned .  167, 168 

Cahill,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned .  309,  312,  313 

Caillet,  Captain.  Mentioned . . 757 

Cairo,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  393 

Calcasieu  Pass,  Louisiana. 

Destruction  of  schooner  Concordia  in,  October  5,  1863.  Report  of  C.  W. 

Lamson .  612 

Captures  made  in . 406 

Destruction  of  blockade  runners  off,  October  7,  1863.  Report  of  W.  H. 

Dana . - . .  615 

Caldwell,  Charles  H.  B. 

Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Farragut .  46 

Mentioned  .  178,  236,  243,  245,  249,  252,  282,  314,  775,  778,  780 

Report  of  operations  of  Mortar  Flotilla  at  Port  Hudson,  La.,  during  siege 

of .  247 

Calhoun,  U.  S.  S.  . 

Bigelow,  G.  A.,  appointed  to  command .  390 

Mentioned .  68,  75,  90, 106, 108, 109, 113, 121, 


131,  134,  135,  137,  138,  153,  154,  158,  179,  262,  282,316,376,379,380, 
405,  427,  436,  440,  477,  480,  610,  625,  629,  636,  640, 658, 691,  713,  733 

Operations. 

In  vicinity  of  Berwick  Bay,  Louisiana.  See  Butte-d-la-llose,  La.,  cap¬ 
ture  of,  April  20,  1863;  Diana,  U.  S.  S. ,  capture  of,  March  28, 

1863;  Queen  of  the  West,  C.  S.  S.,  destruction  of,  April  14, 1863. 

In  Mississippi  Sound . 583-586 

Orders  for  movements .  438 

Callejon,  Don  Juan.  See  New  Orleans,  Spanish  consul  at. 

Calver,  James  D.  Mentioned .  799 

Cameron,  John.  Mentioned . - . - .  Ill 
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Cameron,  Robert.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  404 

Campbell,  John  J.  Mentioned .  542 

Campbell,  Mary.  See  Mary  Campbell,  Schooner. 

Canfield,  Mack.  See  Mack  Canfield,  Schooner. 

Canfield,  Reuben  O.  Mentioned .  542 

Cannon,  John.  Mentioned .  481 

Cannon,  N.  Loring  Mentioned .  548 

Cantillon,  W.  P.  Mentioned .  598 

Carey,  John.  Mentioned .  543 

Carey,  Robert  H.  Mentioned .  487 

Carmencita,  Spanish  brig.  Mentioned .  727 

Carmita,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  August  14,  1863  .  461 

Carney,  William.  Mentioned .  184,845 

Caroline,  Sloop.  Mentioned .  720-722 

Carondelet,  (J.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  394,850 

Carr,  John  F.  See  John  F.  Carr,  Confederate  steamer. 

Carrington,  William  T.  Correspondence  with  V.  Sulakowski .  555 

Carter,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .  826 

Carter,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  543 

Carter,  Jonathan,  H.  Mentioned .  815,817 

Cary,  John.  Mentioned .  554 

Cassidy,  Joseph  O.  Mentioned . - .  556 

Catawba,  U.  S.  transport.  Mentioned .  516 

Cate,  David. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H . 709 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  564 

Mentioned . 627 

Cavallo,  Coal  ship.  Mentioned .  843,844 

Cavanagh,  Captain.  Mentioned .  563 

Cayuga,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  114-120,  371,  390, 406, 441,  475,  614,  615 

Mentioned .  93, 126, 129, 133, 165, 167, 170, 184, 

205, 274, 282, 283, 290, 321, 373, 407, 413, 418, 433, 445, 453, 459, 471, 476, 
483,  497, 501, 502, 506,  511,  579, 604,  626,  632,  648, 671, 672,  701,  755,  841 

Operations  off  Sabine  Pass,  Tex .  114-120,147-153,514-563,606 

Orders  for  movements .  374,  432, 443, 513 

Cecelia  D.,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  July  16,  1863  .  389 

Cecilia,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  383 

Ceder,  James.  Mentioned .  167, 168 

Celt,  British  steamer.  Mentioned. .  413, 414,  417,  444, 457,  458,-467,  500, 511,  580,  763 

Chace,  Jabez  F.  Mentioned .  389 

Chace,  John.  Mentioned .  543 

Chadwick,  T.  Mentioned .  371 

Chain,  Harry.  Mentioned .  777 

Chalapas,  Gabriel.  Mentioned .  148, 149 

Chalmers,  James  R.  Mentioned .  89 

Chalmers,  Matthew.  Mentioned .  509 

Chandeleur  Island.  Request  for  removal  of  light-house  keeper  at .  587 

Chandler,  John  G.  Mentioned .  138 

Chandler,  Thomas  K. 

Mentioned .  355 

Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S  Princess  Royal  at  Donaldson ville,  June  28, 

1863..,.. . 327 
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Charleston,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  389, 390 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  British  consul  at.  Mentioned .  581 

Charlotte,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned . * .  282,718 

Chase,  Captain  steamer  Reliance.  Mentioned . .  137 

Chase,  Charles  J.  Mentioned .  780 

Chase,  Charles  T. 

Capture  of,  from  a  Mexican  vessel,  by  Confederates,  July  24,  1863 .  413-418 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H . 402 

Farragut,  D.  G . . .  370,  387 

Mentioned .  282,  389,  407, 426, 444, 445, 454,  761-763 

Chase,  Franklin.  See  Tampico,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Chase,  Salmon  P.  See  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  U.  S. 

Chasten,  Joseph  M.  Mentioned .  556 

Chesley,  Captain.  Mentioned .  853 

Chester,  M.  Mentioned . 599 

Childs,  Frederick  L.  Mentioned .  839 

Childs,  John  D. 

Correspondence  with  J.  R.  M.  Mullanv .  200 

Mentioned . ^ .  132 

Chisum,  Isham.*  Mentioned . . . . . .  364 

Choctaw,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  394,678,850 

Chocura,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . . .  709,  710,  713 

Movements  of .  704 

Orders  for  movements . - .  640 

Christian,  Abraham.  Mentioned . , .  282 

Christopher  Columbus4  Vessel.  Mentioned . 605 

Cincinnati,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  11,393 

Circassian,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . .  118, 119, 132, 133, 136, 146, 480, 520, 

526,  565,  566,  570,  588,  593,  594,  597,  625-627,  686,  692,  695,  700,  760 

Movements  of .  719 

Orders  for  movements . 626 

City  of  Petersburg,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  657 

Claiborne,  Mr.  Mentioned .  848 

Clanton,  James  H.  Mentioned .  617,618 

Clapp,  M.  Report  of  attack  on,  Plaquemine,  La.,  June  18,  1863 .  235 

Clara,  Schooner.  Capture  of . - .  99,  277 

Clark,  Master.  Mentioned .  568-570 

Clark,  Eusebius  S.  Mentioned .  328 

Clark,  Robert.  Mentioned . . .  568-570 

Clark,  Robert  M.  Capture,  imprisonment,  and  parole .  617-619 

Clark,  Thomas  S. 

Mentioned .  103, 104, 123, 124, 130, 131 

Report  of  destruction  of  U.  S.  S.  Barrataria,  April  7,  1863 .  125 

Clark,  Vincent  B.  Mentioned .  163 

Clarke,  J.  D.  See  J.  D.  Clarke,  Confederate  steamer. 

Clendening,  Mr.  Mentioned .  721 

Clifford,  William.  Mentioned .  753 

Clifton,  George.  Mentioned . -  -  -  194 

Clifton,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of.  See  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.  Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-8,  1863. 
Captures  made  by . , . . . . . . . . . .  399 
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Clifton,  U.  0.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned .  59,  63, 106, 121, 131, 134, 135, 138, 153, 

154, 173, 179,  206,  282,  376,  388,  506,  508,  514-542,  544-547,  549-553,  556- 
560, 566, 581, 588, 590,  593,  594,  600,  602,  604,  606,  614,  632,  725,  841,  847 

Operations  in  vicinity  of  Berwick  Bay,  La .  380,381 

See  also  Butte-ci-la-Rose,  La.,  capture  of,  April  20,  1863;  Queen  of  the 
West,  C.  S.  S. ,  destruction  of,  April  14,  1863. 


Orders  for  movements .  108, 202,  284, 492, 493 

Clotilde,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  662,663 

Clotildita,  Spanish  brigantine.  Mentioned .  725 

Coal,  Supplies  of .  6,  7, 12,  36,  38, 173, 188, 189, 203,  221,  223, 

397, 405, 408-411, 471, 475,  506, 514, 655,  671-673,  686,  711,  713,  723 

Cobos,  Governor.  Mentioned .  668 

Cochran,  - .  Mentioned .  834 

Colburn,  Oliver.  Mentioned .  350 

Colomb,  - .  Mentioned .  365 

Colonel  Kinsman,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  105,131,135 

Colonel  Stell,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  846 

Colorado,  U.  S.  S. 

Attempt  of  Confederates  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  to  destroy .  848,849 

Captures  made  by .  175, 176 

Goldsborough,  John  R.,  relieved  of  command  of,  by  H.  K.  Tfcatcher _  601 

Mentioned .  99, 

136,  161,  170,  171,  177,  192,  197, 198,  206,  282,  295,  301,  369,  396,  423,459, 
464,  470,  480,  481,  490,  564,  567, 586, 590, 597,  610,  616,  623,  627,  628,  633, 
641,  652,  653,  676,  690,  692,  704,  711-713,  715,  724,  738-740,  751-753,  756 

Operations  off  Mobile,  Ala . 277 

Orders  for  movements . . .  601,  617,  635,  752 

Thatcher,  H.  K.,  appointed  to  command . ., .  502 

Yellow  fever  on  board  of .  504, 505, 509, 581-583,  593,  600,  601,  609,  617 

Columbia,  U.  S.  frigate.  Mentioned . . .  144 

Columbus,  Christopher.  See  Christopher  Columbus,  Vessel. 

Colville,  Captain.  Mentioned . 217 

Comet,  British  brig.  Capture  of,  May  15,  1863 . - .  192-194,198,278 

Comither,  Sylvester.  Mentioned .  617-619 

Commodore,  U.  S.  S. 

Green,  Francis  M.,  appointed  to  command .  430 

Hamilton,  John  R.,  appointed  to  command .  599 

Mentioned .  405, 425,  427, 629,  666,  706,  739 

Operations  in  Mississippi  Sound .  624,  630 

Orders  for  movements .  484,  665,  738 

Concordia,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  October  6,  1863 .  612 

Conemaugh,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements .  676 

Conestoga,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  775,  782,  783 

Confederate  Troops.  Mentioned.  Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Semmes.  361,  380 

Congdon,  Chester.  Mentioned  . .  812,815,816 

Congress,  C.  S.  Resolution  of  thanks  of,  action  at  Sabine  Pass,  Texas,  Sep¬ 
tember  8,  1863  .  562 

Connecticut,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  514 

Connecticut  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments:  12th,  111;  13th, 

107,  381. 

Connell,  William.  Mentioned .  598 

Connor,  Henry.  Mentioned .  830 

Conover,  Thomas  A.  Finding,  court-martial  of  F.  S.  Hill  . .  489 

Continental,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  502,503 
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Contrabands.  Enlistment  of,  in  U.  S.  Navy .  174,322,395 

Cook,  Francis  A.  Mentioned .  703 

Cook,  James.  Mentioned . 352,353 

Cook,  J oseph  J.  Mentioned . .  557, 559,  561,  760,  844 

Cook,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  4 

Cook,  Richard  V.  Mentioned .  152, 555, 556, 558 

Cooke,  Augustus  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P .  188 

Bell,  H.  H .  438, 484, 493,  733 

Dunham,  R.  T .  68 

Farragut,  D.  G .  75,428 

Irwin,  Richard  B .  155 

Jordan,  Meltiah . 109 

Morris,  Henry  W .  68, 108, 121, 136, 137 

Palmer,  James  S .  179, 219,  238 

Weston,  Henry,  jr .  110 

Mentioned .  63, 64,  77,  79, 106, 113, 131, 135, 237,  249, 

264,  282,  295,  380,  381, 404, 435,  436,  494, 496, 502, 503, 650,  733,  771,  783 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Estrella .  385 

Reports  of. 

Butte-a-la-Rose,  La.  Capture  of,  April  20,  1863 .  153, 155 

Diana,  U.  S.  S.  Capture  of,  March  28,  1863  .  108 

Port  Hudson,  La.  Seige  of .  238 

Queen  of  the  West,  C.  S.  S.  Destruction  of,  April  14,  1863 .  134 

Restored  to  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Estrella . . . . .  428, 435 

Cooke,  Philip  St.  George.  Mentioned .  687 

Cooper,  E.  Mentioned .  371 

Cooper,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  577 

Cooper,  Samuel.  Correspondence  with 

Johnston,  J.  E .  90 

Magruder,  J.  Bankhead .  562 

Maury,  Dabney  H . . .  834,837,855 

Pemberton,  J.  C . .  89,90,810 

Smith,  E.  Kirby . '  832 

Coppell,  George.  See  New  Orleans,  British  acting  consul  at. 

Cora,  Steamer.  Mentioned . - .  683,853,854 

Corcoran,  Michael.  Mentioned .  4 

Corden,  John.  Mentioned .  124 

Cornay,  Florian  O.  Mentioned .  363,  365,  818,  821,  849 

Cornie,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  74,330,333,353,355,356,358,821,824 

Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 

Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H . -  320 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M . ‘  143 

Captures  made  off .  384, 454 

Corrin,  John.  Mentioned .  631 

Cortinas,  Juan  Nepumuseno.  Mentioned .  693 

Corypheus,  U.  S.  schooner-yacht. 

Captures  made  by .  439 

Expedition  to  Bay  St.  Louis,  Miss.,  October  15,  1863 .  630 

Mentioned .  104, 123, 124, 131,  282, 484,  629,  713 

Operations  in  Lake  Pontchartrain . 130 
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Cosey,  Frank.  Mentioned . .  __  ^57 

Costello,  Patrick.  Mentioned . 167,168 

Cottar,  Thomas.  Mentioned . . 

Cotton,  J.  A.  See  J.  A.  Cotton,  C.  S.  S. 

Cotton,  J.  A.  (No.  2.)  See  J.  A.  Cotton  {No.  2),  C.  S.  S. 

Countess,  Steamer.  Mentioned . - . . . 91,92 

Courier,  U.  S.  steamship. 

Mentioned .  510 

Orders  for  movements .  695 

Cousin,  Hypolite.  Mentioned .  856 

Cowslip,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements . 695 

Cox,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned .  574 

Cox,  William  R.,  jr.  Mentioned .  251 

Crampton,  John  F.  See  British  chargk  d’affaires  to  the  United  States. 

Crandall,  Warren  D, 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant . 17 

Mentioned . . 20,  30 

Crawford,  John.  Mentioned . - .  442 

Crawford,  John  V.  Mentioned .  615 

Crawford,  Robert.  Mentioned . - .  110 

Creesy,  Josiah  P.  Mentioned . - .  626 

Crescent,  U.  S.  army  transport.  Mentioned  — . —  310,518,529,531,597,598 

Cressy,  Walter  K. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  494 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  402 

Mentioned . . .  510,  564, 586 

Report  of  capture  of  steamer  Warrior,  August  16,  1863  .  46& 

Cridland,  Frederick  J.  See  Mobile,  Ala.,  British  consular  officer  at. 

Crissey,  Edwin. 

Mentioned .  720,  723 

Report  of  destruction  of  salt  works  in  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Florida,  Decem¬ 
ber  14  and  18,  1863 .  720 

Croker,  Frederick. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  492,508,516 

Cooke,  A.  P .  155 

Farragut,  D.  G . „ .  202 

Johnson,  Amos .  543 

Mentioned . . .  68, 134, 

153, 282,  428, 493,  515, 517.  519-522, 525-528,  531-533,  548-553,  560, 593. 


Reports  of. 

Berwick  Bay,  La.  Operations  in  vicinity  of . .  380 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.  Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-8,  1863 _  539, 542-549 

Crone,  Pilot. 

Mentioned . . .  607,622! 

Observations  of,  made  on  a  cruise  on  the  coast  of  Texas .  623'. 

Crone,  Benjamin.  Mentioned .  442; 

Crosby,  Haskell.  Mentioned .  570,  703,  709) 

Crosby,  J.  Schuyler.  Mentioned .  178,  621 

Crozett,  Charles.  Mentioned .  468 

Cruse,  Samuel  C.  Mentioned .  282 

Cuba,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned . .  182 

Cuba,  British  consular  officer  in.  Mentioned . . . . . .  615 


INDEX. 


883 


Page, 

Cumberland,  British  ateamer.  Mentioned .  706,707 

Gumming,  William.  Mentioned .  146 

Cummings,  A.  B.  Mentioned .  38, 46, 49,  54,  55, 157 

Cunningham,  - .  Mentioned . .  690 

Cuyler,  R.  R.  See  R.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  S.  S. 

Cuyler,  Richard  M.  Mentioned .  838 

D.  Sargent,  Sloop.  Mentioned . .  133 

Dabovich,  Antonio.  Mentioned . . 144 

Dahlgren,  John  A.  Mentioned. .  240, 254, 255, 300, 420, 481,  630 

Dale,  Kate.  See  Kate  Dale,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 

Dalton,  J.  J.  Mentioned .  92 

Daly,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  556, 842 

Dalzell,  Robert.  Mentioned .  686 

Dana,  John  W.  Mentioned . . .  542 

Dana,  Napoleon  J.  T. 

Correspondence  with  J.  H.  Strong .  648 

Mentioned .  671,  713 

Dana,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  204,374,575 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  432,  443,  513 

Smith,  Melancton .  101 

Mentioned  ....  282,  321,  413,  418,  466,  483,  497,  521,  565,  593,  594,  600,  606,  614,  632 
Reports  of. 

Blue  Bell,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  July  2,  1863 .  371 

Calcasieu  River,  La.  Destruction  of  blockade  runners  off .  615 

J.  T.  Davis,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  10,  1863  . . .  441 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.  Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-8, 1863  ..  522,535-537 

Wave,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  22,  1863  .  475 

Daniel,  James  M.  Mentioned .  850 

Darby,  James  A.  Mentioned . 358 

Dart,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  etc .  278 

Dashing  Wave,  British  brig.  Seizure  of . .  648, 658-664, 692,  693 

Davenport,  Francis  O.  Mentioned . 383,384,761 

Davidson,  Morris  M.  Mentioned .  636 

Davidson,  N.  P.  Mentioned .  125, 126 

Davis,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  506 

Davis,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  394 

Davis,  Edmund  J.  Mentioned .  95,103,292,753-755 

Davis,  George  L.  Mentioned .  133,653 

Davis,  J.  T.  See  J.  T.  Davis,  Schooner. 

Davis,  Jeff.  See  Jeff  Davis,  Confederate  steamer. 

Davis,  Jefferson.  See  President,  C.  S. 

Davis,  Samuel  Boyer.  Correspondence  with  George  W.  Logan .  825 

Davis,  William  W.  Mentioned .  279 

Day,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  128,339,342 

Dean,  Mr.  Mentioned .  659 

Dean,  Chauncey  C.  Mentioned .  61 

De  Bow,  J.  D.  B.  Correspondence  with  Franklin  Buchanan .  826,827 

De  Bray,  Xavier  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Gillis,  John  P .  810 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M . - .  127 

Mentioned .  754,762,843 
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De  Casta,  John.  Mentioned . - .  543 

Defiance,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  760 

De  Gournay,  Paul  F.  Report  of  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  La. . .  265,  266, 268, 269,  271 

De  Grosse,  William  H.  Mentioned .  596 

De  Haven,  Joseph  E.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  664 

De  Kalb,  Baron.  See  Baron  De  Kalb,  U.  S.  S. 

De  KrafFt,  J.  C.  P.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  676 

De  Lacey,  George  F.  Mentioned .  355 

Delaney,  Christopher  E.  Mentioned .  276,  280, 285,  286, 288,  756,  757 

De  Laney,  Michael.  Mentioned .  543 

Delhrel,  Francis.  Mentioned .  815 

Dempsey,  Mr.  Mentioned . - .  595 

Denis,  Jules  C.  Correspondence  with  J.  M.  Spencer . . .  599 

Dennett,  John.  Mentioned .  576-578 

Dennis,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned . — . . . 21,22 

Derby,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  668 

De  Hussy,  Fort.  See  Fort  De  Russy,  La. 

De  Soto,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . . 373,397,398 

Mentioned . 263 

Recapture  of  U.  S.  Army  steamer  Leviathan  by,  September  22,  1863 _  597-599 

Dewey,  George. 

Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Farragut .  426 

Mentioned. . . .  133, 145, 334,  339,  360, 361,  782 

Diana,  C.  S.  ram,  mentioned . 288,407,757,761,830,831,847 

Diana,*  C.  S.  S. 

Destruction  of . . .  135, 137, 139,  818,  822-825 

Mentioned .  64,  65,  71, 107, 134, 264,  821 

Diana,  f  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of,  March  28,  1863. 

Casualties .  110 

Extract  from  diary  of  G.  W.  Baird .  113 

Report  of 

Foltz,  J.  M .  110 

Cooke,  A.  P .  108 

Jordan,  M .  109 

Morris,  Henry  W .  106, 130, 131 

Taylor,  R . . .  113 

Report  of 

Weston,  Henry,  jr .  110-112 

Weitzel,  G .  109 

Mentioned .  629,  787 

Dickinson,  Andrew  G.  Correspondence  with  H.  P.  Bee .  649, 682 

Dictator,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  750 

Dime,  Steamer  (Tender).  Mentioned .  842,845 

Dix,  John  A.  Mentioned . 386 

Dr.  Beatty,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned . 9 

Dobrilovik,  Cristoforo.  Mentioned.... . 144 

Dodge,  Henry.  See  Henry  Dodge,  Confederate  schooner. 

Dolliver,  George  C.  Death  of .  108-113, 131 

Don,  George.  Mentioned .  843 

Don  Juan,  Vessel.  Mentioned . 150 


*  Formerly  U.  S.  S.  Diana. 


f  Afterwards  C.  S.  S.  Diana. 
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Donaldsville,  La. 

Naval  operations  in  defense  of,  June  27  to  July  12,  1863. 
Abstract  log  of 

Essex,  U.  S.  S . 

Kineo,  U.  S.  S . 

Monongahela,  U.  S.  S . 

New  London,  U.  S.  S . _ . 

Princess  Royal,  U.  S.  S . 

Winona,  U.  S.  S . 

Casualties . 

Communications  from 


Page. 


...  781-783 
...  348-351 
...  358-361 
...  351-353 
...  353-356 
...  356-358 
327, 335,  348 


Alden,  James .  324 

Banks,  N.  P .  323,  324,  331,  338 

Emory,  W.  H .  324,328,329,335,344,345 

Farragut,  D.  G .  330,337,346 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  342 

Oliver,  H.  Kemble .  332 

Death  of 

Bullen,  J.  D .  330, 345,  346 

Read,  Abner .  333-335, 355, 360,  361 

Disabling  of  U.  S.  S.  New  London,  July  10,  1863  .  338- 


343,  351-353,  356, 361,  364,  365 

Orders  and  instructions. 


Emmons,  George  F _ 

Emory,  W.  H . . . 

Farragut,  D.  G . . 

Reports  of 

Bullen,  J.  D . 

Chandler,  T.  K . 

Emory,  W.  H. . ^ . . 

Faries,  T.  H . 

Farragut,  D.  G . . 

Foltz,  J.  M . . 

Green,  Thomas . . 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A . . 

Kindleberger,  David . . 

Major,  James  P . . 

Perkins,  G.  H . . 

Porter,  H.  M . 

Townsend,  Robert . 

Woolsey,  M.  B . 

Operations  at. 

Communications  from 

Alden,  James . 

Emory,  W.  H . 

Farragut,  D.  G . 

Palmer,  James  S . 

Orders  and  instructions,  D.  G.  Farragut 
Reports  of 

Emmons,  George  F . . 

Faries,  T.  H . 

Weaver,  A.  W . . . 


.  344 

.  323,332 

323,  324,  333,  336,  338, 343,  344 

. .  380 

. .  327 

. .  323, 328,  332,  345,  346 

. .  363 

.  325,333,340,342 

.  327,334 

.  361 

.  334 

. :.  335 

.  363 

.  341 

.  347 

.  339 

.  326,329 


.  241 

.  304,307 

239,  252,  253,  304,  310 

. .  254 

.  236,312 


395, 400 
.  381 
.  304 
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Donaldsonville,  La.,  Commanding  officer  at.  Correspondence  with 


Emory,  William  H .  307 

Smith,  W.  D .  323 

Loring,  Frank  W .  332 

Donigan,  James.  Mentioned .  352 

Doubleday,  Abner.  Mentioned .  391 

Douglass,  A.  A.  Mentioned .  195 

Dowling,  Richard  W. 

Mentioned .  555-558,561-563 


Report  of  Joint  Federal  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  September  7-8, 


1863 


559 


Thanks  of  C.  S.  Congress  to,  action  at  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  September  8, 


1863 .  662 

Doyle,  James  A.  Finding,  court-martial  of  F.  S.  Hill .  489 

Doyle,  —  - .  Mentioned .  329,  354 

D’Oyley,  N. 

Correspondence  with  H.  A.  Adams,  jr .  388 

Mentioned .  282, 440 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  J.  P.  Jackson .  411 

Drake,  Spencer.  Mentioned . - .  777 

Drew,  Charles  W. 

Mentioned . 716 

Report  of  attack  on  Plaquemine,  La.,  June  18,  1863  .  235 

Driscoll,  Dennis.  Mentioned .  4,  764 

Driscoll,  Michael.  Mentioned .  542 

Droege,  Oetling  &  Co.  Mentioned .  473 

Du  Bois,  Theodore  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  588,724 

Farragut,  D.  G . 344 

Mentioned .  81,  82 

Dudley,  Charles  S.  Mentioned .  570 

Dudley,  Nathan  A.  M.  Mentioned .  61, 391, 495, 685,  785,  787,  794 

Duff,  James. 

Mentioned .  649,  749 

Report  of  Boat  expedition  from  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn,  to  Point  Isabel,  Tex., 

May  30,  1863 .  281 

Duke,  Grand.  See  Grand  Duke,  Confederate  steamer. 

Duke,  James.  Mentioned .  237,674-676,697,828 

Dunaway,  George  O.  Mentioned .  683 

Dungan,  Warren  S.  Mentioned .  682 

Dunham,  Robert  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Cooke,  A.  P .  68 

Stone,  Charles  P .  621 

Mentioned . 73,  264 

Dunn,  Edward  T.  Mentioned .  427,  653 

Dunn,  James.  Mentioned .  83 

Du  Pont,  Samuel  F.  Mentioned .  44, 132, 191,  255 

Dutton,  Salmon.  Mentioned .  641,642,655 

Dwight,  Confederate  schooner.  Mentioned .  811 

Dwight,  William. 

Correspondence  with  James  Alden .  240 

Mentioned . „ .  107, 196, 209, 211,  778 
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Dyer,  Isaac.  Mentioned  . .  681, 682 

Dyer,  N.  Mayo. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Eugenie .  632 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  730 

Mentioned .  198, 199, 205,  729 

Report  of  outbreak  of  yellow  fever .  582 

Eager,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  May  30,  1863 .  281 

Eaton,  Stephen  M.  Mentioned .  54,  767,  772 

Eaton,  William  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P .  242 

Gillis,  J.  P .  626 

Mentioned . .  520,  594, 692,  760 

Report  of  cruise  of  U.  S.  S.  Circassian .  719 

Eddy,  Asher  R.  Mentioned .  563 

Edward  Hawkins,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  370, 

374,  413,  414,  466,  467,  500,  511,  580,  619,  620,  763 

Edward,  Charles.  Protest,  case  of  British  schooner  Tampico .  117-119 

Elf,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  568,569 

Elkins,  M.  Mentioned .  358 

Elias  Beckwith,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  April  23,  1863  .  161, 277 

Elizabeth,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  120 

Ellen  P.  Stewart,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  322,  371 

Ellet,  Alfred  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Ellet,  Charles  R . 17,19,31 

Ellet,  John  A . 40,41 

Grant,  U.  S .  17, 18 

Farragut,  D.  G .  12, 14, 15 

Farragut,  Loyal  1 .  13 

Foltz,  Jonathan  M .  12 

Porter,  David  D .  19,31,32 

Walke,  Henry . 16 

War  Department,  U.  S .  50 

Mentioned .  9, 10, 

22,  24-26,  28,  35,  45,  47,  49,  58,  59,  62,  204,  394 
Report  of  passage  of  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  by  U.  S.  rams  Lancaster  and  Switz¬ 
erland,  and  sinking  of  ram  Lancaster,  March  25,  1863 .  23,29,51-53 

Ellet,  Charles  Rivers. 

Correspondence  with 

Ellet,  Alfred  W .  17, 31 

Ellet,  John  A .  20 

Farragut,  D.  G .  34,38 

Mentioned .  12,  23,  29,  30,  51,  220, 222 

Report  of  passage  of  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  by  U.  S.  rams  Lancaster  and  Switz¬ 
erland,  and  sinking  of  ram  Lancaster,  March  25,  1863 .  19 

Ellet,  Edward  C.  Mentioned .  20 

Ellet,  John  A. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  ram  Switzerland .  31 

Correspondence  with 

Farragut,  D.  G .  68,69 

Porter,  David  D .  30 

Mentioned . . . - .  23, 29-32, 53,  70 


888 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Ellet,  John  A.  —Continued. 

Reports  of. 

Switzerland,  U.  S.  ram. 

Condition  of .  40 

Operations  of,  March  28  to  May  7,  1863 .  41 

Vicksburg,  Miss.  Passage  of,  by  U.  S.  rams  Lancaster  and  Switzer¬ 
land,  and  sinking  of  ram  Lancaster,  March  25,  1863  .  20 

Ellet  ram  fleet.  See  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade. 

Elliot,  G.  D.  Mentioned .  530 

Ellis,  Francis  E.  Mentioned . . .  195,  282 

Ellis,  James  A.  Mentioned . - .  124 

Elmore,  Henry  M.  Mentioned . 556,558 

Emerson,  Charles.  Correspondence  with  Richard  B.  Irwin .  256 

Emma,  Schooner. 

Mentioned . - .  405 

Orders  for  movements .  387, 388 

Emmons,  George  F. 

Appointed  to  command 

Brooklyn,  U.  S.  S .  440 

Monongahela,  U.  S.  S . . .  308 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  temporarily .  426 

Correspondence  with 

Farragut,  D.  G .  338,  343 

Macomb,  William  H .  411 

Porter,  D.  D . 420 

Stone,  Charles  P .  410 

Townsend,  Robert .  408 

Woolsey,  M.  B .  344,419 

Mentioned .  157,  282,  361,  373,  375,  396, 404, 424, 425,  429,  431,  433,  459,  782 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler  and  appointed  to  command 

U.  S.  S.  Oneida .  140 

Reports  of. 

Brooklyn,  U.  S.  S.  Arrival  of,  at  New  York  from  New  Orleans .  481 

Donaldsonville,  La.  Operations  at .  395, 400 

Mississippi  River.  Operations  in .  408,419 

Emory,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P .  293,  306,  312,  313 

Brashear  City,  Commanding  officer  at .  310 

Clapp,  M .  235 

Donaldsonville,  La.,  Commanding  officer  at .  304 

Farragut,  D.  G. . . .  252,  307,  309,  313-315,  324,  329,  330,  344-346 

Irwin,  Richard  B .  292,  305,  311, 313 

Morris,  H.  W .  292,302,304,305,328,335 

Porter,  H.  M .  347 

Stouder,  H .  312 

General  orders .  273 

Mentioned .  134, 196,  209,  211, 253, 254,  326,  331,  340,  524,  788 

Reports  of. 

Brashear  City,  La.  Operations  at . .  321 

Donaldsonville,  La.  Operations  in  defense  of . .  323,  328,  332,  345,  346 

Plaquemine,  La.  Attack  on,  June  18,  1863  .  235 

Request  of,  for  reinforcements  for  New  Orleans .  251 
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Empire  City,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned . . .  136 

Empire  Parish,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  188,  361,  509,  768,  770,  774 

Enchantress,  Schooner.  Yellow  fever  on  board  of .  509 

Enterprise,  Schooner  (or  brig).  Mentioned .  582,672 

Era,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  421 

Era  No.  3,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned . . .  846 

Ericsson,  H.  F.  Mentioned .  714 

Esperanza,  Fort.  See  Fort  Esperanza. 

Essex,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  May  4  to  September  24,  1863  .  775-783 

Mentioned .  54,  59,  76,  84, 98, 178, 282, 314,  367,  375,  393,  395,  397,  400, 

401,  408,  409,  419,  465,  492,  567,  667,  677,  678,  774,  784,  786-803,  807,  814 
Operations  in  Mississippi  River. 

At  Donaldsonville,  La . 323, 

336-342,  344,  350-353,  361,  364,  494-497,  502,  687,  688,  728 

At  Port  Hudson,  La .  215,  216,  221,  246-248,  250,  256, 257,  263,  271 

Orders  for  movements .  338, 491 

Essex  Junior,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  495 

Estrella,  U.  S.  S. 

Cooke,  A.  P. 

Relieved  of  command .  385 

Restored  to  command .  428, 435 

Mentioned .  42,  77, 106, 108, 109, 113, 131, 134-138,  153- 

155, 174, 178, 187, 188, 208,  210, 223,  254,  262,  282,  353,  367,  377,  391, 435- 
438,  440,  480, 493-497, 502,  616,  665, 671,  700,  706,  740,  768,  774,  782,  783 
Operations  in 

Berwick  Bay,  La.,  and  vicinity . . .  380,681 

See  also  Butie-ct-la-Rose,  La.,  capture  of,  April  20,  1863;  Queen  of 
the  West,  C.  S.  S.,  destruction  of,  April  14,  1863. 

Matagorda  Bay,  Texas,  December  29-31,  1863 .  741-750 

Mississippi  River .  238,  249-251 

Orders  for  movements .  68,  74,  75, 121, 179, 207,  219,  376,  379, 438, 484,  493,  733 

Reconnoissance  in  Red  River  and  engagement  with  Confederate  vesssels, 

May  3-5,  1863 .  78-83,90-93,294,295 

Yellow  fever  on  board  of .  650 

Eugenie  (or  Eugenia),  Schooner.  Mentioned .  383,385 

Eugenie,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  May  6,  1863  . .  171,278 

Eugenie,*  U.  S.  S. 

Dyer,  N.  M.,  appointed  to  command .  632 

Mentioned .  205, 481, 504,  505, 582,  597,  609, 610, 633,  635,  706,  712 

Operations  off  Mobile,  Ala . .  623,  624 

Orders  for  movements . . .  729,  730 

Eureka,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  November  22,  1863 .  696 

Evans,  John.  Mentioned .  849 

Ewell,  Benjamin  S.  Correspondence  with  B.  T.  Walshe .  855,  856 

Exact,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  530 

Excelsior,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  July  13,  1863 .  388,761 

Exchange,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  December  24,  1863 .  734 

F. ,  W. 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  consul  at  London . . .  620 

Mentioned .  619 

Fahs,  Charles  F.  Mentioned . . .  857 

Fanny, f  Confederate  steamer.  Destruction  of,  September  12,  1863  .  583-586 

♦Captured  blockade  runner.  t  Formerly  Fox. 
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Faries,  Thomas  A.  Reports  of.  page' 

Bayou  Lafourche,  Louisiana.  Operations  on .  381 

Berwick  Bay,  Louisiana.  Operations  in  vicinity  of .  818 

Donaldsonville,  La.  Engagements  with  Federal  gunboats  below,  July 

7-10,  1863 .  363 

Hog  Point,  Louisiana.  Operations  against  U.  S.  gunboats  and  transports 

near,  November  18-21,  1863 .  849-851 

Farragut,  David  G. 

Arrival  of,  at  New  York  from  New  Orleans .  442,  443 

Correspondence  preparatory  to  relinquishing,  temporarily,  command  of 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  422-427, 432,  441 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  H.  A.,  jr .  370,405,406 

Alden,  James .  54—56, 

62,  64,  65,  76, 178, 189, 207,  236,  239,  245,  250,  316 

Augur,  C.  C .  56,  61,  208 

Bailey,  Theodoras .  157,278 

Banks,  N.  P . 45, 46, 58, 63, 68,  72,  73,  75, 172, 173, 186, 

189, 211-220,  222-231, 235, 237,  242,  256,  260-262,  304, 309,  331,  375,  376 

Barker,  J.  T .  230 

Beck,  J.  Francis,  et  al .  486 

Bell,  H.  II  . 94,  99, 102, 

103, 113, 120, 155, 182, 183, 187, 191, 195,  201,  274,  285,  293,  297,  308, 
311,  315,  321,  370-372, 382,  386, 407, 423-425, 432,  489,  591,  629,  652 

Berwick  Bay,  Senior  officer  at .  428 

Bigelow,  G.  A . 390 

Brott,  Davis  &  Shons .  322 

Browne,  George  W .  309 

Caldwell,  C.  H.  B .  46, 247 

Chase,  Charles  T .  370,387 

Cooke,  A.  P .  75,  385, 428 

Crocker,  Frederick .  202 

Dewey,  George .  426 

Dubois,  T.  B .  344 

Ellet,  Alfred  W .  12, 14, 18 

Ellet,  Charles  R .  34,  35 

Ellet,  John  A . . 68,  69 

Emmons,  George  F . 140,  308,  338,  343,  395, 400, 408, 419,  426 

Emory,  William  H .  252,  307,  309,  313,  315,  324, 329,  330,  344-346 

Foltz,  J.  M .  4,  82, 110,  275, 327, 334 

Fisher,  J.  C .  235 

Fox,  G.  Y .  44,  59,  724,  750 

Franklin,  Samuel  R .  429 

Gillis,  J.  P .  300,  319,  369, 422 

Goldsborough,  John  R .  176, 198,  202,  205,  275,  277 

Grant,  U.  S .  5,  7, 9, 14-16,  25, 26,  71 

Green,  Francis  M .  430 

Hart,  JohnE .  38,74,79 

Hatfield,  Chester .  422 

Henry,  E.  W . 391,430 

Hooper,  Q.  A .  395 

Irwin,  Richard  B .  209 

Jenkins,  T.  A .  253,256, 

257, 263, 334,  336,  375-378,  385, 391,  392,  397,  400,  401,  404, 427 
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Farragut,  David  G. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Jordan,  M .  379 

Jouett,  James  E .  140, 198,  318 

Key  West,  Fla.,  Judge  of  U.  S.  prize  court  at .  171 

Lewis,  R.  F.  R .  368 

McNair,  F.  V .  431 

Macomb,  William  H .  250,  333 

Madigan,  John,  jr .  406 

Marchand,  J.  B . 295,296,318 

Mobile,  Ala.,  Commanding  officer  off .  308 

Morris,  H.  W . . .  48,  58,  252,  277,  283,  302,  404 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M . 126 

Natchez,  Miss. ,  Mayor  of .  4 

Navy  Department,  D.  S  __ .  43,  83, 121, 122, 

169, 182,  204,  290,  291,  321,  322,  396, 401,  591,  613,  715,  722,  731,  737,  751 

Navy  Yard,  Pensacola,  Fla.,  Commandant  of .  368 

Palmer,  James  S .  77, 187, 207-209, 219, 237, 376, 422 

Perkins,  G.  H .  341,343,430 

Porter,  D.  D .  6, 

11, 12,  24,  25,  27,  28,  33, 37,  39,  70,  76,  77,  260,  337,  392,  393,  432 

Potter,  Edward  E .  343 

Read,  Abner . 308,323 

Roath,  W.  D . 422 

Rowan,  8.  C .  123 

Sartori,  L.  C .  429 

Smith,  M . 236 

Stone,  Charles  P .  232 

Townsend,  Robert .  250,  338, 339 

Upton,  D.  P .  428 

Walke,  Henry .  10 

Watson,  John  C  . . .  406, 610 

W atters,  John . . . . .  302 , 324 

Weaver,  A.  W .  304 

Weitzel,  G .  217,218 

Wiggin,  George .  250, 379 

Wilkes,  Charles . - .  96 

Wise,  H.  A .  403 

Woolsey,  M.  B .  312,326,329,330 

Departure  of,  from  New  Orleans  for  New  York .  433 

General  orders .  174 

Mentioned .  5, 8, 10, 12, 13, 16-18, 22,  23, 29-31, 40-42, 

45,  50-53,  56,  65,  66-68,88,  89,  97, 100,  104, 130-133,  136,  144-146,  154, 
171, 174, 179, 185,  203,  224,  241, 242, 254, 255, 263, 264,  291,  292,  300,  305, 
307,  313, 321, 323,- '328, 332, 335, 342, 343, 346,  347,  352,  356,  359,  366, 373, 
398,  401-403, 409,  411, 412,  417, 419-421, 431,  433,  434, 437,  439, 441,456, 
468,  506,  608, 614, 639,  763,  767,  778-781,  786,  788-793,  800,  802,  803, 837 

Opinion  of,  regarding  ships  of  war .  298 

Relieved  of  command  in  Mississippi  River  above  New  Orleans  by  David 

D.  Porter .  393,397,419,432,442 

Reports  of. 

America,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  27,  1863 .  486 

Bell,  H.  H.  Entertainment  of  Confederate  officers  by .  181 

Congratulatory  orders,  receipt  of .  464 
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Farragut,  David  G. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Donaldsonville,  La.  Naval  operations  in  defense  of -  325,  333,  340,  342 

Hartford,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  730 


Isabel,  Confederate  schooner.  Destruction  of,  May  18,  1863 


Mississippi  River.  Operations  in . - .  367,700 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Blockade  of . - .  314 

Captures  made  off .  277 

New  Orleans,  La.  Quarantine  regulations  issued  by  military  com¬ 
mandant  at . - . - .  273 

Port  Hudson,  La. 

Operations  above,  March  15  to  May  6,  1863 .  3, 34, 40, 47,  54,  72 

Siege  of .  206, 221, 234,  243,  249,  256 

Red  River,  La.  Reconnoissance  in,  and  engagement  at  Fort  De 

Russy,  La.,  May  3-5,  1863  .  78, 294,  295 

Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  319 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.  Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-8,  1863  .  554 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Florida.  Destruction  of  salt  works  in,  December 

14  and  18,  1863 . 723 

Sciota,  U.  S.  S.  Sinking  of,  by  U.  S.  S.  Antona .  396 

Tennessee,  U.  S.  S.  Use  of,  as  flagship .  395 

Texas.  Blockade  of  coast  of .  311,  691 

Warrenton,  Miss.  Operations  against .  34 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Condition  and  needs  of .  179, 272, 284,  319, 320,  399, 428 

Disposition  of  vessels .  282 

Farragut,  Loyall. 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  W.  Ellet . . .  13 

Mentioned . .  28, 191, 490,  764 

Farragut,  Virginia  L. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  490 

Mentioned .  191,240,653 

Farrand,  Ebenezer.  Mentioned .  857 

Fauntleroy,  Charles  M.  Mentioned .  832,  833 

Fawcett  &  Preston.  Mentioned .  190 

Fearnot,  U.  S.  storeship.  Mentioned .  282,  351,  604,  605,  616,  638,  703 

Featherston,  Winfield  S.  Mentioned .  806 

Febiger,  John  C.  Mentioned  . .  419,  420,  724 

Fenner,  E.  D.  Correspondence  with  Franklin  Buchanan .  826,827 

Ferguson,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned .  86 

Ferrie  &  Brothers.  Mentioned .  162 

Fickett,  Levi  S.  Mentioned .  704 

Fields,  William.  Mentioned .  452 

Fife,  George.  Mentioned . ■_ .  83 

Fisher,  James  C.  Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Farragut .  235 

Fiske,  William  Oscar.  Mentioned . .  107,503,687,728 

Fitzhugh,  William  E.  Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Pinola .  690 

Flags  of  truce .  127, 

130, 191, 408,  548, 602, 624, 636, 639,  654,  683-686, 697,  810,  826,  827,  841 

Flanders,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  314 

Flanner,  Joe-  See  Joe  Flanner,  Schooner. 

Fleury,  Mr.  Mentioned .  833 
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Florida,*  C.  S.  S.  Page. 

Mentioned .  105, 122, 132, 157, 190,  573, 625, 631 

Search  for .  96,  97 

Florida,!  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  738 

Florilda,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  556, 842 

Florrie,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  October  2,  1863  .  608 

Flying  Scud,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  August  12,  1863.  452-454,477-480,511 

Flynn,  M.  J.  Mentioned .  543 

Fogarty,  M.  Mentioned .  92 

Foley,  Edward.  Mentioned .  543 

Foltz,  Jonathan  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Ellet,  Alfred  W .  12 

Kindleberger,  David .  335 

Mentioned .  . .  767 

Recommends  quarantine  against  Key  West,  Fla .  275 

Reports  of  casualties  on 

Albatross,  U.  S.  S.,  at  Fort  De  Russy,  La.,  May  4,  1863  .  82 

Diana,  U.  S.  S.,  in  Atchafalaya  River,  La.,  March  28,  1863 .  110,  111 

Hartford,  U.  S.  S.,  at  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  March  19,  1863 .  4 

Monongahela,  U.  S.  S.,  near  Donaldson ville,  La.,  July  7,  1863 _  334,335 

Princess,  Royal,  U.  S.  S.,  at  Donaldsonville,  La.,  June  28,  1863 .  327 

Foote,  Andrew  H.  Mentioned .  254,255,761 

Ford,  John  S.  Mentioned . 749 

Forest  King,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  162, 184, 189,  283,  686,  756 

Forney,  James.  Mentioned .  279 

Fort  Beauregard,  La.  Attack  upon,  May  10,  1863.  Report  of  G.  W.  Logan.  825 


Fort  Bisland,  La.  Engagement  at.  See  Berwick  Bay,  La.  Operations  in 
vicinity  of. 

Fort  Butler,  La.  Attack  on.  See  Donaldsonville,  La.  Naval  operations  in 
defense  of. 

Fort  Chene,  La.  Abandoned  by  Confederates .  380 

Fort  De  Russy,  La.  Engagement  at,  May  4,  1863.  See  Red  River,  La. 

Reconnoissance  in,  etc.,  pp.  78-83,90-93,294,295,385,428. 


Fort  Esperanza,  Tex.  See  Pass  Cavallo,  Tex. 

Fort  Jackson,  La.  Mutiny  at.  Reports  of 

Banks,  N.  P .  717 

Marchand,  J.  B .  715 

Fortier, - .  Mentioned .  819 

Fortman,  Henry.  Mentioned .  286, 288,  758 

Foster,  Amos  P.  Correspondence  with  Robert  Townsend .  496 

Foster,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  327,354 

Foster,  James  P.  Mentioned .  502,678,687 

Fowler,  Charles.  Capture  of,  in  Sabine  Pass,  Texas,  April  10,  1863..  128-130, 150 

Fowler,  William  W.  Mentioned . . .  825 

Fox,!  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  in  Mississippi  River,  April  12,  1863  .  141,  809 

Escape  of,  into  Mobile  Bay,  April  15,  1863 .  155, 809 

Mentioned . - .  120,160,707 

Fox,  Gustavus  V.  Correspondence  with 

Farragut,  D.  G .  44,59,724,750 

Rolando,  H .  579 


*  Known  also  as  Oreto.  f  Known  also  as  Strike.  J  Afterwards  Fanny,  which.  see. 
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Fox,  Gustavus  V. — Correspondence  with — Continued.  Page- 

Rowan,  8.  C .  300,  301 

See  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  also  Navy  Department,  U.  S. 

Fox,  James  A.  Mentioned .  547,548 

France,  Emperor  of.  Mentioned .  384,  595 

Francis  A.  Palmer,  British  vessel.  Mentioned . — .  631 

Franklin,  Samuel  R. 

Appointed  fleet  captain,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  . . .  608 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Oneida . . - .  429 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  565 

Bowen,  James . — .  675 

Mentioned .  175,278,282,606 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Oneida  and  appointed  to  command  U.  S. 

ship  Portsmouth .  565 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Sea  Lion,  May  9,  1863 .  176 

Franklin,*  U.  S.  ironclad.  Mentioned .  850 

Franklin,  William  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  520 

Stone,  Charles  P .  732 

Mentioned .  515,  517, 518,  521,  522,  524- 

527,  533,  534,  536,  538-541,  544-546,  551,  552,  554,  561,  565,  593,  668,  725 
Report  of  joint  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  September  7-8,  1863  ..  527,  532 

Fratan,  John.  Mentioned .  442 

Fraser,  John.  Mentioned .  543,554 

Frederic,  H.  A.  Mentioned .  91 

Freeman,  Fisherman.  Mentioned .  739 

French,  Henry.  Mentioned . . .  278 

French,  J.  Compton.  Mentioned .  332 

French,  Thomas  B.  Correspondence  with  T.  A.  Faries .  849 

French  Minister  to  the  United  States.  Mentioned .  303,  830 

Friendship,  British  schooner.  Capture  of .  632 

Frisk,  Charles.  Mentioned .  398 

Fugitive  slaves. 

Correspondence  concerning .  64,  65, 228,  239-241,  247, 251, 365 

Enlistment  of,  in  U.  S.  Navy .  174,  322,  395 

Fuller,  Edward  W.  Mentioned .  63-65,  92, 135, 138, 139, 154,  526,  535,  536 

Fulton,  Albert  K.  Mentioned .  766 

Fulton,  C.  S.  transport.  Mentioned . 85 

G.  T.  Ward,  Brig.  Mentioned .  471 

Gabaudan,  Edward  C. 

Mentioned .  25, 49,  50,  54,  55, 65, 67, 132,  264,  765,  767 

Report  of  operations  above  Port  Hudson,  La.,  March  27  to  April  7,  1863.  35 

Gaines,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  199,  705,  738,  849 

Galatea,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  639,  693,  694,  705 

Galena,  U .  S.  S.  Mentioned .  724 

Galveston,  Tex. 

Affairs  at. 

Orders  and  instructions,  J.  B.  Magruder .  829,  855 

Report  of  J.  B.  Magruder . . . 831 

Captures  made  off .  177,388,461,475 

Confederate  steamers  at .  846 


*  No  Franklin  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  at  this  time. 
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Galveston,  Tex. — Continued.  Page. 

Defenses  of.  Reports  of  H.  H.  Bell  regarding .  183,372 

Operations  off. 

Communications  from 

Bell,  H.  H. .  192,475,666 

Farragut,  D.  G .  191 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  126, 127 

Letter  of  X.  B.  De  Bray,  regarding  communication  by  flag  of  truce..  810 
Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H .  94, 96, 114,  204,  274, 505-508,  677 

Farragut,  D.  G .  309 

Morris,  H.  W .  184 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  443 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  122,469 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H .  94,99,102,113,120,143,293,311,371,372,407,510 

Farragut,  D.  G .  181 

Gillis,  John  P .  517,  654,  701 

Lowry,  R.  B .  139 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  126, 165, 189, 199,  283,  454,  471,  497 

See  also  Abstracts  of  logs,  diaries,  etc.,  pp.  753-763. 

Smith,  Leon,  appointed  to  command  C.  S.  naval  force  at . . .  855 

Galveston,  Tex. ,  British,  consular  officer  at. 

Correspondence  with  J.  B.  Magruder .  843,  844 

Mentioned .  115,  293,  741,  759,  810,  842 

Galveston,  Tex.,  French  consular  agent  at.  Mentioned .  99,  754 

Galveston,  Tex.,  Prussian  consular  officer  at.  Mentioned .  469 

Galveston,  Tex.,  Swiss  consular  officer  at.  Mentioned .  476,482,594 

Gamble,  William  H.  Mentioned .  275 

Gamble,  William  M. 

Mentioned .  282,468 

Report  of  arrival  of  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas  at  Philadelphia  from  New  Orleans.  513 

Ganier,  Elie.  Mentioned .  821 

Gardner,  Franklin. 

Correspondence  with 

Genesee,  U.  S.  S.,  Commanding  officer  of .  825 

Pemberton,  J.  C .  84,87,88,814,815 

Red  River,  La.,  Commanding  officer  at  mouth  of .  84 

Mentioned .  85,  230,  231,  247,  260,  261, 265,  803 

Reports  of  operations  against  and  about  Port  Hudson,  La .  84, 88,  807,  814 

Garrett,  S.  R.  Mentioned .  364,382,819,820 

Garrity,  P.  Mentioned .  598 

Garza,  Juan  Jose  de  la.  Mentioned .  384 

Gaudet,  Oscar.  Mentioned . .  363,  364,  382, 818,  820, 821 

Gautreaux,  Joseph.  Correspondence  with  E.  T.  King .  92 

Gelett,  Joseph  S.  Mentioned .  636 

General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  523, 

527,  530,  531, 533,  540,  541, 553,  768,  772 

General  Beauregard,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  738 

General  Buckner,*  Confederate  steamer. 

Capture  of .  828 

Mentioned .  182 

General  C.  C.  Pinckney,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  289 


*  Formerly  Laura, 
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Page. 

General  Lyon,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  783 

General  Orders. 

Confederate . - .  169 

Union .  174,273,482 

General  Price,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  42, 

187,  202-204,  217,  221,  255,  260,  261,  340,  366,  728,  767,  774 

Genesee,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  49,  76, 98, 99, 170,  282,  324,  354,  355,  357- 

359,  363,  365,  367,  377,  386,  393,  400,  402,  419,  435-438,  440,  464,  470, 
477,  564,  590,  610, 624, 626,  627, 652, 671,  776-780,  784-789,  793-803 

Operations. 

At  Port  Hudson,  La .  221, 236, 246, 250,  825 

In  Mississippi  Sound .  480, 583-586 

Orders  for  movements .  411, 435,  476,  563 

George  Washington,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  804 

Georgia,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  162, 573 

Geraud,  P.  S.  Mentioned .  368 

Gerety,  Joseph  L.  See  Joseph  L.  Gerety,  Schooner. 

Gertrude,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log, 

September,  12, 13, 1863 .  586 

October  13, 1863 .  626 

Captures  made  by .  463 

Mentioned .  505, 510, 564,  590,  609,  712 

Orders  for  movements .  402,  494 

Wade,  Henry  C.,  appointed  to  command .  670 

Gherardi,  Bancroft. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S . . .  640 

Mentioned .  705,  709,  710 

Gibbs,  Captain.  Mentioned . 185 

Gibraltar,*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  321, 370,  402 

Gibson,  Alexander. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  718,  722 

Crissey,  Edwin .  720 

Mentioned .  282, 422,  656,  723 

Reports  of. 

Preble,  U.  S.  ship.  Destruction  of,  April  27,  1863 .  163 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Fla.  Destruction  of  salt  works  in,  December  14  and 

18,1863 . 720 

Gift,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  John  K.  Mitchell .  840 

Mentioned . 738 

Gildert,  Prank.  Mentioned .  418 

Gillis,  John  P. 

Appointed  to  command  Texas  blockade .  422, 436,  505-507 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  501, 566, 607,  622, 643, 686,  709,  731,  733 

Dana,  W.  H .  535,  533 

De  Bray,  X.  B .  810 

Eaton,  William  B .  626 

Farragut,  D.  G - - - - -  300,  319,  369 


*  Formerly  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 
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Gillis,  John  P. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  519,  564,  565,  592 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _ , . . .  525 

Perkins,  George  H . 743 

Ship  Island,  Commanding  officer  at .  438 

Woolsey,  M.  B . 466,467 

Mentioned .  412, 

-  424,  469,  474,  510,  520,  596,  601,  662,  663,  669,  677,  688,  692,  696,  741 

Reports  of. 

Galveston,  Tex.  Operations  off .  517,654,701 

Helena,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  30,  1863 .  366 

James  Battle  and  William  Bagley,  Steamers.  Capture  of .  397 

Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of . . .  593,  725 

Joint  expedition  to,  October  27  to  November  3,  1863 .  647 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.  Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-8,  1863  .  517,  518 

Ship  Island,  Miss.  Expected  attack  upon .  436 

Texas.  Blockade  of  coast  of .  588,  622,  638,  672,  701,  710,  740 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A.  Mentioned .  481 

Gladiator,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  413,  414, 466, 467,  500, 511, 513,  620,  763 

Glena,  Schooner.  Mentioned  . . . 487 

Glenn,  William.  Mentioned . 543,554 

Godfrey,  Washington.  Mentioned .  282 

Goicouria,  General.  Mentioned .  114 

Golding,  Daniel.  Mentioned . 707 

Golding,  William.  Mentioned .  574,579 

Goldsborough,  John  It. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H . . .  437,459,470,504,564,589,590,597 

Farragut,  D.  G .  176,202,205,275 

Mayo,  William  K . - . . . .  193 

Miller,  J.  D .  509,583 

Mentioned . . .  158, 170, 199, 

282, 424,  435,  436,  468,  474,  490,  505,  681-583,  600,  609,  635,  653,  756,  827 

Relieved  of  command  of  Mobile  blockade .  601 

Reports  of. 

Clara,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  March  25,  1863  .  99 

Comet,  British  brig.  Capture  of,  May  15,  1863  .  192 

Elias  Beckwith,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  April  23, 1863 .  161 

.  171 


Eugenie,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  May  6,  1863. 


Hunter,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  17,  1863  . . .  197,  295 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Blockade  of  . - .  198,  480 

Captures  made  off . 277 

Ripple,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  18,  1863 .  197 

Sea  Lion,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  9,  1863 .  175 

Yellow' fever.  Outbreak  of .  582 

Gonzales,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  365 

Good,  W.  Spalding.  Mentioned . . . . .  555, 560, 561 

Gordon,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  327,354,446,449-452 

Gordon,  H.  H.  Mentioned . - . . .  598 

Gorgas,  Josiah.  Correspondence  with  F.  C.  Humphreys .  838 
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Gormly,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  149 

Gover,  Frederick  J.  Mentioned . .  452,  453, 466 

Grafton,  Edward  C.  Mentioned .  590 

Graham,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  707 

Graham,  James.  See  New  Orleans,  La.,  U  S.  marshal  at. 

Grand  Bay,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  845 

Grand  Duke,  C.  S.  S. 

Engagement  with  Federal  vessels  at  Fort  De  Russy,  Red  River,  May  5, 

1863 .  78-83,  90-93,  294,  295 

Mentioned . - .  137-139, 154,  822 

Grand  Gulf,  Miss.  Engagement  with  batteries  at. 

March  19,  1863, 

Abstract  log  of  U.  8.  S.  Hartford . .  763 

Casualties .  4 

Reports  of 

Bowen,  John  S .  805 

Farragut,  D.  G .  3, 4 

Foltz,  J.  M . - . - .  4 

Reeve,  John  J .  85 

March  31,  1863. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Hartford .  765 

Casualties .  48,  86,  87 

Reports  of 

Bowen,  John  S . - .  86,  87 

Ellet,  John  A . 41 

Farragut,  D.  G . - .  48 

Gabaudan,  E.  C .  35 

April  29,  1863.  Report  of  J.  C.  Pemberton .  89,  90 

Grand  Lake,  Louisiana.  Operations  in.  See  Berwick  Bay,  La.  Operations  in 

vicinity  of.  Also  Queen  of  the  West,  C.  S.  S.  Destruction  of,  April  14, 
1863. 

Granite  City,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . . .  507, 510,  515- 

519,  521-524,  526-533,  535-541,544-548,  551, 552,  554,  556,  565,  594,  600, 
604, 639,  654,  672,  680,  685,  695,  697,  698,  702,  703,  710,  719,  726,  733,  736 

Operations. 

In  Matagorda  Bay,  Tex.,  December  29-31,  1863  .  741-750 

Off  Sabine  Pass,  Texas .  612 

See  also  Sabine  Pass,  Tex. ,  joint  expedition  against,  September  7-8, 1863. 

Orders  for  movements .  402,  516,  650,  688-690 

Grant,  Ulysses  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P .  5, '8,  50, 65,  69, 185 

Ellet,  Alfred  W .  17, 18 

Farragut,  D.  G .  5,7,9,14-16,25,26,71 

Mentioned .  10, 12, 

19,  24,  25,  27,  28,  34-36,  40,  44,  45,  47,  54,  55,  57-59,  61-64,  68,  72-76,  78, 
89,  172, 173,  178, 186-189,  203,  204,  208,  213,  219,  222,  224,  230,  242,  254, 
255,  260,  264,  304,  331,  377,  386,  393, 410, 423,  562,  764,  774,  791,  793,  803 
Report  of  passage  of  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  by  U.  S.  rams  Lancaster  and  Switz¬ 
erland,  and  sinking  of  ram  Lancaster,  March  25,  1863  .  18 

Grant’s  Pass.  Attack  upon  batteries  on,  September  12  and  13,  1863. 

Abstract  log  of  IT.  S.  S.  Genesee .  585 
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Grant’s  Pass.  Attack  on  batteries  on,  September  12  and  13,  1863 — Continued. 
Reports  of 

Bigelow,  George  A  . .  584 

Macomb,  W.  H . 584 

See  also  Mississippi  Sound. 

Grass,  A.  Mentioned . 306 

Grassier,  Julian.  Mentioned .  356 

Gray,  Henry.  Mentioned . .  822,832 

Gray,  Samuel  C.  Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  695 

Grayson,  John  B.  Mentioned .  87 

Great  Britain,  U.  S.  minister  to.  Correspondence  with  State  Department, 

U.  S .  201 

Green,  Francis  M. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Commodore .  430 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  484 

Green,  Thomas. 

Mentioned .  265,  306,  323,  325,  326,  329,  347,  365,  367,  748,  802,  821,  822,  824 

Reports  of. 

Berwick  Bay,  La.  Operations  in  vicinity  of .  833 

Donaldson ville,  La.  Attack  on,  June  28,  1863  . . .  361 

Green,  Willis.  Mentioned .  543 

Greene,  Charles  H. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  657,697 

Reports  of. 

Mississippi  Sound.  Operations  in .  636,734 

Mobile,  Ala.  Expected  attack  upon  blockading  fleet  off .  690,  732,  738 

Syrena,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  October  21,  1863  .  635 

Greenlee,  Louis  S.  Mentioned .  855 

Greenough,  W.  Mentioned.... . . .  727,728 

Greer,  James  A.  Mentioned .  13 

Gregory,  Hanson.  See  Hanson  Gregory,  Coal  bark. 

Gregory,  John  H.  Mentioned . . .  124,630 

Gregory,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned . - .  687,678,688 

Grey  Jacket,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  December  31,  1863 .  752,  753 

Gridley,  William  A.  Mentioned .  446,452 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H.  Mentioned .  89, 189,  210,  223,  776,  790,  792,  793 

Griffin,  L.  P.  Mentioned . . .  646,682 

Griffin,  S.  P.  Mentioned . . . - .  655 

Griffin,  William  H. 

Mentioned .  655, 556, 558 

Reports  of  boat  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  April  18,  1863 .  150-153 

Griffith,  John.  See  John  Griffith,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Grindly,  George.  Mentioned . ; .  146 

Grinnell,  H.  Walton.  Mentioned . 680,682,702,736 

Grove,  Francis  H. 

Mentioned .  169,  484 

Report  of  expedition  to  Bay  St.  Louis,  Miss.,  October  15,  1863 . .  630 

Grover,  Charles  A.  Mentioned .  631 

Grover,  Cuvier. 

Correspondence  with 

Alden,  James .  223 

Banks  N.  P  ... _ _ _ _ ... _ ... _ ...........  — - - -  —24 

Mentioned .  63, 134, 196,  209,  258,  7/6,  788,  793 

Report  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  Berwick  Bay,  La . . . . . .  106 
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Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  Treaty  of.  Cited .  503,504,511,589 

Guibor,  Henry.  Mentioned .  87 

Gunboat  No.  8.  Mentioned . 849,850 

Gunnison,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . . .  690,  697,  705 

Swain,  E.  A.,  ordered  to  relieve  F.  M.  Tucker  of  command .  848 

Gwin,  Lucy.  See  Lucy  Gwin,  Confederate  steamer. 

H.  McGuin,  Barge.  Capture  of .  399 

Hadlock,  William  E.  Mentioned .  333,345 

Hagan,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  468 

Haggart,  Thomas  C. 

Correspondence  with  H.  Rolando . 571 

Mentioned .  .  445,  453,  570 

Haggerty,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  600 

Halbig,  F.  Mentioned . 442 

Halbig,  G.  Mentioned . 442 

Halcro,  Edward  W.  Mentioned . J . .  586 

Haldeman,  Horace.  Mentioned . 380 

Hale,  James,  &  Co.  Mentioned .  571,  611 

Hall,  Green.  Mentioned .  556,  847 

Hall,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  543 

Hall,  Thomas  G.  Death  of .  108, 110, 131 

Hall,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  358 

Hall,  Wilburn  B.  Mentioned .  817 

Halleck,  Henry  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P .  138,532,717 

Grant,  U.  S . 18 

Hurlbut,  S.  A .  751 

Mentioned .  206,534 

Hallock,  Luther  D.  Mentioned .  542 

Ham,  John  S.  P.  Mentioned . 747 

Hainan,  - .  Mentioned .  194 

Hamanez,  Hanoverian  brigantine.  Mentioned .  384 

Hamilton,  Isaac  B.  Mentioned .  78,81,83,767 

Hamilton,  James.  Mentioned .  149 

Hamilton,  John  R. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Commodore .  599 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  H.  A.,  jr .  387 

Bell,  H.  H .  665,  738 

Mentioned .  624,  630 

Hamilton,  Patrick.  Mentioned . : . .  335,360,361 

Hamilton,  Washington.  Mentioned . 815 

Hammond,  Bark.  Mentioned .  676 

Hamner,  H.  A.  Mentioned .  152 

Hancox,*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  380 

Handy,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  92 

Hanover,  Schooner.  Burning  of,  May  10,  1863 .  177 

Hanscom,  F.  D.  Mentioned .  598 

Hansell,  Charles.  Mentioned .  714 

Hanson,  Gregory,  Coal  bark.  Mentioned .  673,  679, 686,  724 


*  Probably  I.  W.  Hancox. 
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Harcourt,  William.  Mentioned . 82 

Hardeman,  William  P.  Mentioned . .  .  361,362 

Harden,  John  F.  Mentioned .  693 

Harriet  Lane,*  C.  S.  S. 

Blockade  of,  in  Galveston  Harbor,  Tex.  See  Galveston,  Tex.  Operations  off. 

Condition  of .  805,  808,  813,  815,  831, 833 

Mentioned .  60,  94, 102, 105, 114, 126, 13S,  140, 

142, 151, 157, 192,  286,  288,  535,  536,  600,  754,  755,  757,  813-817,  835,  847 

Transfer  of,  from  Navy  to  Army .  807 

Harris,  Arnold.  Mentioned .  444 

Harris,  Arthur  H.  (?)  Mentioned .  554 

Harris,  Charles.  Mentioned .  556 

Harrison,  Mr.  Mentioned .  602, 603 

Harrison,  George  W.  Correspondence  with  Franklin  Buchanan .  828 

Harrisonburg,  La.  Operations  at.  See  Fort  Beauregard,  La. 

Hart,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  64,  65, 135, 137, 139,  380 

Hart,  John.  Mentioned .  596 

Hart,  John  E. 

Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Farragut .  38,  74 

Mentioned .  75,  78, 282, 295 

Reports  of  reconnoissance  in  Red  River,  La.,  and  engagement  at  Fort  De 
Russy,  La.,  May  3-5,  1863  .  79-82 

Hartford,  U.  S.  S. 

i  Abstract  log,  March  16  to  August  15,  1863  .  763-775 

Condition  of .  399,  613,  730,  751 

Disposition  of  officers  and  crew  of .  591 

Mentioned .  99, 157, 174, 179, 

186, 187,  203,  275,  282,  299,  340,  353,  365,  367,  372,  406,  424,  432,  433, 
464, 486, 554,  610, 629,  630,  652, 691,  723,  730,  777,  782,  793,  795,  803 
Operations  in  Mississippi  River. 

Above  Port  Hudson,  La .  3-7, 9, 12-18,  24-26,  28, 

31,  33-38,  41,  47,  49,  53,  54,  62,  64,  65,  67,  70,  72,  76-79,  81,  82,  84-88, 178 

Siege  of  Port  Hudson,  La .  206-210,  212, 

215-217,  219-222,  224,  225,  228,  233,  234,  237-240,  244,  249,  253,  255,  263 

At  Grand  Gulf,  Miss .  805,  806 

Orders  for  movements .  422 

Passage  of,  from  New  Orleans  to  New  York .  442,443 

Hartwell,  Charles  A.  Mentioned .  216 

Harwood,  Andrew  A.  Mentioned .  300 

Harwood,  Franklin.  Mentioned .  196,215,324 

Haswell,  Gouverneur  K.  Mentioned .  703 

Hatfield,  Chester. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Aroostook .  422 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  PI.  H .  279 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  436 

Mentioned .  285,287,433,693,758 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Eureka,  November  22,  1863  .  696 

Hatteras,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  373,  625 

Havana,  Cuba.  Blockade  runners  at.  Communications  from 

Havana,  Cuba,  Acting  U.  S.  consul-general  at . •- -  706,  727 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  132 


♦  Formerly  U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane. 
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Havana,  Cuba,  British  consul  at.  Mentioned .  194 

Havana,  Cuba,  C.  S.  agent  at. 

Mentioned .  855 

Correspondence  with  James  M.  Mason . .  828 

Havana,  Cuba,  Portuguese  consul  at.  Mentioned . . .  144 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consular  officers  at. 

Mentioned .  182,291,450 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  706,  727 

Hawkins,  Edward.  See  Edward  Hawkins,  British  steamer. 

Hawley, - .  Mentioned .  684 

Hayes,  John.  Mentioned .  543 

Hays,  Edmund.  Mentioned . : .  357 

Hays,  Charles  W.  Mentioned . .. . .  738 

Hazard,  Samuel  F.  Mentioned . . .  97 

Hazeltine,  Edward  C.  Mentioned .  774 

Head  of  the  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  Light-house  superintendent  at. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  587 

Heap,  Joseph  K.  Mentioned .  420,  783 

Heath,  David  P.  Mentioned .  282 

Hebe,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  256 

Heise,  A.  Mentioned .  356 

Helena,  Barge.  Burning  of,  December  11,  1863 .  856 

Helena,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  30,  1863 .  366 

Helm,  Charles  J.  See  Havana,  Cuba,  C.  S.  agent  at. 

Henderson,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  490 

Henderson,  Captain.  Mentioned .  749,  750 

Heney,  John  C.  Mentioned .  543 

Henry,  Llr.  Mentioned .  831 

Henry,  Edmund  W. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Owasco .  590 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H . . .  204,290,317,318,660 

Farragut,  D.  G .  391 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  502 

Tampico,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at .  384 

Mentioned .  282,  321,  382, 433, 475,  643,  645-648,  683,  701,  702,  741,  756,  761 

Relieved  of  command  of 

Sciota,  U.  S.  S. ,  and  appointed  to  command  U.  S.  ship  Portsmouth . .  430 

Tennessee,  U.  S.  S .  435,508 

Reports  of. 

Dashing  Wave,  Brig.  Capture  of,  November  5,  1863  .  659 

Tampico,  Mexico.  Affairs  at .  383 

Henry  Dodge,  Confederate  schooner.  Mentioned .  811-813,  822 

Henry  Janes,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.  Mentioned .  282 

Henry  Traners  (or  Travers),  Vessel.  Mentioned .  441 

Herbert,  George  R.  Mentioned .  61 

Herbert,  Philemon  T.  Mentioned .  361 

Herman,  George.  Mentioned .  782 

Herren,  Gadi.  Report  of  destruction  of  U.  S.  S.  Barrataria,  April  7,  1863  ..  125 

Herrick,  Edward.  Mentioned .  597 

Hervey,  William.  Report  of  casualties  at  Fort  De  Russy,  La,  May  4, 1863..  92 

Hesseltine,  Frank  S. 

Mentioned .  682 
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Hesseltine,  Frank  S. — Continued. 

Report  of  joint  operations  in  Matagorda  Bay,  Tex.,  December  29  to  31, 

1863 . 716 

Hewes,  James.  Mentioned . 649 

Hewett,  E.  Mentioned . 598 

Hewitt,  — - .  Mentioned .  381, 382 

Hewitt,  R.  M.  Mentioned .  270 

Higbee,  John  H.  Mentioned. . 768,773 

Higgins,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  446, 452 

Hill,  Frederic  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  320,421 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  143, 161, 174,  471, 483 

Court-martial  of .  488,489 

Mentioned .  166, 168,  282,  486, 487,  563, 594,  762 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson  and  appointed  to 

command  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee .  637 

Reports  of. 

America,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  27,  1863 .  488 

Mack  Canfield,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  25,  1863 . .  482 

Nymph,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  22,  1863 . . .  158 

Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.  Blockade  of .  156 

Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  482, 483 

Royal  Yacht,  Confederate  schooner.  Capture  of,  April  15,  1863 .  142 

St.  Joseph’s  Island,  Tex.  Capture  of  boat’s  crew  from  U.  S.  bark 

William  G.  Anderson  at . 167 

Hill,  Mary.  See  Mary  Hill,  Confederate  steamer. 

Hill,  Richard  M.  Mentioned .  682 

Hill,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  468 

Hines,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  89 

Hitchcock,  Robert  B. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  141 

Mentioned .  105, 122, 131, 132, 166, 369,  759 

Reports  of. 

Alabama,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  18,  1863 .  144 

Pensacola,  Fla.  Affairs  at .  100 

Hite,  C.  M.  Correspondence  with  J.  B.  Magruder .  852,  853 

Hite,  George.  Mentioned . 91 

Hobby,  Alfred  M.  Mentioned .  169,683,684 

Hobby,  Edward  E. 

Mentioned . 169 

Report  of  capture  of  boat’s  crew  from  U.  S.  bark  William  G.  Anderson  at 

St,  Joseph’s  Island,  Tex . -  168 

Hobson,  Mr.  Mentioned .  828 

Hodgkins,  James  E.  Mentioned .  642 

Hoffman,  Wickham.  Mentioned . 130,216 

For  correspondence  as  assistant  adjutant-general,  see  Sherman,  Thomas  W. 

Hoffman,  William.  Mentioned .  168 

Hog  Point,  La.  Operations  against  U.  S.  gunboats  and  transports  near, 

November  18-21,  1863.  Report  of  T.  A.  Faries .  849-851 


904 


INDEX. 


Page. 


Holabird,  Samuel  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  476,592 

Talbot,  William  H . .  312 

Mentioned .  173,256,403,681 

Holbrook,  William  C.  Mentioned . - .  617 

Holey,  W.  Mentioned .  "34 

Holland,  Simon  (or  Simeon)  L.  Mentioned .  286,288,758 

Holland,  Theodore.  Mentioned .  286,288,758 

Hollyhock,*  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  262 


282,  292,  312,  313,  320,  321,  376,  405,  459,  604,  616,  638,  706,  780 

Operations  in  vicinity  of  Berwick  Bay,  La .  381 

Orders  for  movements .  379, 428, 455 

Holmes,  Eugene.  Mentioned .  153 

Honduras,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  94, 95, 102, 113, 114,  753-755 

Hood,  Arthur  W.  A. 

Correspondence  with  H.  Rolando .  572, 573 

Mentioned .  571,581,607,625 

Hooker,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  181 

Hooper,  Quincy  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  95,204 

Farragut,  D.  G .  395 

Mull  any,  J.  R.  M .  164 

Mentioned .  156,200,282,754 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Nymph,  April  22,  1863 .  159 

Hope,  Sloop.  Mentioned .  656 

Hopkins,  A.  See  A.  Hopkins,  Brig. 

Horace  Beals,  U.  S.  barkentine.  Mentioned .  282,775,784,792,801 

Horne,  David  B.  Mentioned . -* .  282 

Horton  (or  Houston) ,  George.  Mentioned .  543 

Horton,  John.  Mentioned .  543 

Houston  (or  Horton),  George.  Mentioned .  554 

Houston,  Sam.  See  Sam  Houston,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Howard,  George  T.  Mentioned .  54,57 

Howard,  Volney  E.  Mentioned .  57 

Howell,  Major.  Mentioned .  765 

Howells,  John.  Mentioned .  524 

Hubbell,  Edwin  L.  Mentioned...* .  295 

Huber,  Jacob.  Mentioned .  335,360,361 

Huggins,  Charles.  Mentioned .  282 

Hull,  Joseph  B.  Mentioned .  485 

Humphreys,  F.  C.  Report  of  measures  for  securing  ammunition  for  Mobile, 

Ala .  838 

Humphreys,  Joshua.  Mentioned .  824 

Hunter,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  17,  1863  . .  197,  278,  295 

Hunter,  Charles.  Mentioned .  479, 581 

Hunter,  John.  See  Natchez,  Miss.,  Mayor  of. 

Hunter,  Sherod.  Mentioned .  834 

Hunter,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  816 

Hunter,  Thomas  T.  Correspondence  with  Franklin  Buchanan .  827 


*  Formerly  Reliance,  which  see. 
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Hunter,  William  W.  (Commander).  Correspondence  regarding  operations 

at  Galveston,  Trinity  River,  and  coast  of  Texas .  804,  810-816,  822 

Hunter,  William  W.  (Midshipman).  Mentioned . , .  816 

Huntsville,  C.  S.  ram.  Mentioned .  705 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A.  Correspondence  with  H.  W.  Ilalleck .  751 

Hurton,  George.  Mentioned .  524 

Huth,  Frederick,  &  Co.  Mentioned .  115, 117 

Iberville,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  252,  328, 

331,  332,  349,  351,  354,  355,  358,  359,  495,  496,  775,  776,  787-790,  792,  794 

Ida,  IT.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  253,  282,  351,  352,  355, 

358-361,  386,  395,  405,  409,  775-777,  781,  784,  787-795,  798-800,  802-804 
Illinois  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Regiments:  1st  ( Battery  K),  211. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  6th  ( Grierson’s) ,  76,  210,  211,  790;  7th,  76,  210,  211,  776,  790. 
Infantry. — Regiments:  101st,  43. 

Imbush,  John.  Mentioned .  543,554 

Independence,  Schooner.  Mentioned  . . .  718,719 

Indiana  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  1st,  527. 

Infantry. — Regiments:  18th,  681,682. 

Indianola,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  4,  6, 11, 13, 15,  25,  27-29, 

33,  34,  36,  39,  44,  48,  61,  62,  71,  80,  82, 157,  294,  295,  393,  765,  833 

Indus,  American  brig.  Mentioned . . .  383,  385 

Iowa  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments:  20th,  681,  682;  21st,  685; 

22d,  685;  34th,  681,682. 

Ironsides,  New.  See  New  Ironsides,  U.  S.  S. 

Irwin,  L.  C.  Mentioned .  556 

Irwin,  Richard  B. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  Emerson .  256 

Mentioned . . . 173, 188, 196,  211, 262,  293,  307,  311,  345,  347,  379 

For  Correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Banks,  N.  P. 

Isabel,  Schooner. 

Destruction  of,  May,  18,  1863  .  198, 199 

Mentioned...- .  176,177 

Isabel,  Spanish  steamer.  Mentioned .  727 

Isherwood,  Benjamin  F.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S...  456 

Island  City,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  846 

Itasca,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  303,  316 

Mentioned .  120, 147, 165, 167, 170, 179, 199, 205,  274,  282, 

287,  321,  322,  369,  372,  405,  407,  426,  467,  468,  475,  506, 517,  754-756,  758 

Operations  on  coast  of  Texas .  368 

Orders  for  movements .  94,  96, 153,  294,  462,  640,  723 

Ivy,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned  . .  767 

J.  A.  Cotton,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  138, 154 

J.  A.  Cotton  (No.  2),*  C.  S.  S. 

Engagement  with  Federal  vessels  at  Fort  De  Russy,  Red  River,  May  5, 

1 863 . . . , .  78-83,  90-93,  294,  295 

Mentioned .  154 

J.  C.  Kuhn,  U.  S.  bark.  Mentioned .  282,693 

J.  C.  Landis,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  523,527,530,531 

J.  D.  Clarke,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  54,765,766,810 


*  Formerly  Mary  T.,  which  see. 
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J.  T.  Davis,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August,  10,  1863  .  441,590 

Jackson,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .  682 

Jackson,  C.  M.  Report  of  surrender  of  Port  Hudson,  La.,  July  9,  1863  -  272 

Jackson,  Henry.  Mentioned .  596,740 

Jackson,  John.  Mentioned .  631 

Jackson,  John  P.  See  John  P.  Jackson,  U.  S.  S. 

Jackson,  Peter.  Mentioned .  487,600 

Jackson,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  181 

Jackson,  Fort.  See  Fort  Jackson,  La. 

Jacobson,  Henry.  Mentioned . _ .  446,451,452 

Jacob  Bell,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  97 

James  Battle,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  July  18,  1863 .  397,398 

Jane,  Schooner.  Destruction  of .  632 

Janes,  Henry.  See  Henry  Janes,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner. 

Jasmine,  U.  S.  S. 

Maine,  W.  A.,  ordered  to  relieve  A.  L.  B.  Zerega  of  command .  670 

Mentioned .  435,  619, 641 

Jeff  Davis,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  585,  845 

Jefferson,  Captain.  Mentioned .  177 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A. 

Appointed  to  command 

Mobile  blockade . . .  752 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond  and  naval  forces  before  Port  Hudson .  256 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P .  231,  338,  374,  377 

Barker,  J.  T .  230 

Bell,  H.  H .  180 

Farragut,  D.  G .  253,  336,  375, 376, 378,  391,  392, 397, 401, 404, 427 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  601 

Porter,  D.  D .  401 

Stone,  Charles  P .  378,  409, 410 

Swann,  Robert  P .  259 

Terry,  Edward . 257 

Thatcher,  H.  K . .  711,  739 

Mentioned .  3,  28,  33,  38, 195,  255,  261,  316, 333,  335,  337,  340,  360, 

396,408,411,424,433,600,613,629,633,657,  669,  752,  767,  774,  781,  803 

Reports  of. 

Donaldsonville,  La.  Naval  operations  in  defense  of . - .  334 

Mississippi  River.  Operations  in .  377,385,400 

Port  Hudson,  La. 

Siege  of .  257 

Surrender  of,  July  9,  1863 .  263 

Richmond,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  439,  653 

Special  orders,  Mobile  blockade .  669 

Jenny,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  October  6, 1863 .  611 

Jenny,  Charles  Frederic.  Mentioned .  611 

Jewett,  James.  Mentioned .  353 

Jewett,  Josiah  P.  Mentioned .  Ill 

Joe  Flanner,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  24,  1863  .  277 

John  F.  Carr,  C.  S.  S. 

Assigned  to  duty  at  Saluria,  Tex .  837 

Mentioned . . .  747,  748,  830,  835,  838,  847,  852 

Operations  in  vicinity  of  Matagorda  Bay .  853,  854 
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John  Griffith,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Mentioned .  282 

Operations  off  Bayou  Grande,  Fla . .  617-619 

John  P.  Jackson,  lT.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  635, 636 

Mentioned . 131, 


158, 166,  206,  282,  388,  427,  435,  436,  438,  440,  477,  480,  588,  610,  658,  732 

Operations  in  Mississippi  Sound .  583-586,  639,640 

Orders  for  movements .  589 

Pennington,  L.  W.,  ordered  to  relieve  N.  D’Oyley  of  command .  411 

Johnson,  - .  Mentioned .  487 

Johnson,  Amos. 

Mentioned .  282, 428, 515, 521 , 542,  544, 548 

Report  of  joint  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  September  7-8, 

1863 .  543,552-554 

Johnson,  B.  Mentioned . . . . .  371 

Johnson,  J.  Mentioned .  611 

Johnson,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  285-288,758 

Johnson,  Philip  C.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  204, 373,  419 

Mentioned .  282, 423,  639, 672,  756,  759,  761 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Excelsior,  July  13,  1863  .  388  • 

Johnson,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  193,194 

Johnson,  William.  Mentioned .  112 

Johnston,  Joseph  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Jackson,  C.  M .  272 

Maury,  D.  H .  586,839 

Pemberton,  J.  C .  84,89 

Mentioned .  70,  71,  203, 224,  255,  304, 386, 392-394, 400, 419, 420,  793, 826 

Report  of  operations  on  Mississippi  River .  90 

Johnstone,  John  A.  Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson..  696 

Jolly,  David  Leitch.  Mentioned .  115,595 

Jones,  Pilot.  Mentioned . 195,302 

Jones,  Catesby  ap  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Brooke,  John  M .  851 

Buchanan,  F .  856,858 

Simms,  C.  C .  839 

Mentioned . -  -  ■  -  94 

Jones,  Henry  D.  Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  279 

Jones,  O.  H.  Mentioned  .  363-365,  850, 851 

Jones,  Theodore  W.  Mentioned . . .  463 

Jones,  Thomas  F.  Mentioned . - .  498 

Jones,  W.  J.  Mentioned .  150-152 

Jones,  William.  Mentioned .  36,48,765 

Jordan,  Charles  L.  Mentioned .  358 

Jordan,  Meltiah. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H  .  455 

Farragut,  D.  G  . - .  379 

Mentioned  .  108,113,134,135,137,138,282,459 

Report  of  capture  of  U.  S.  S.  Diana,  March  28,  1863  .  109 
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Jordan,  Samuel.  Mentioned . - .  603 

Joseph.  Buckhart,  Confederate  vessel.  Mentioned .  383 

Joseph  L.  Gerety,  Schooner.  Mentioned . .  "27 

Josephine  Truxillo,  Schooner.  Burning  of,  December  10,  1863  .  856 

Josiah  A.  Bell,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  128,755,830,842,847 

Jouett,  James  E. 

Appointed  to  command  XJ.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler .  140 

Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Farragut .  318 

Mentioned .  171,  278,  282,  724 

Reports  of. 

Isabel,  Confederate  schooner.  Destruction  of,  May  18,  1863 .  198 

Kate  Dale,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  and  chase  of  Steamer  Alabama -  412 

Julia,  Confederate  vessel.  Mentioned .  144 

Juniper,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  etc . - . —  278 

Kain,  Pilot.  Mentioned . - .  636 

Kanawha,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  99, 175, 176, 192-194,  277,  278,  704 

Mentioned .  197,  282,  437, 581, 597,  610,  626,  629,  711,  716,  756 

Operations  off  Mobile,  Ala .  623,  624 

Orders  for  movements .  587 

Karlowski,  M.  H.  Mentioned .  570, 577,  673,  703 

Katahdin,  U.  S.  S. 

Burning  of  schooner  Hanover  by,  May  10,  1863  .  177 

Captures  made  by . - .  388 

Mentioned .  105, 165,  205,  274,  282,  372,  374,  407, 423, 

471,  501,  506,  517,  518,  648,  667,  671-673,  686,  701,  756,  758,  759,  761,  762 

Orders  for  movements .  373, 419 

Kate,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  etc .  280,  285,  288,  757,  758 

Kate  Dale,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  July  14,  1863  .  412 

Kate  Dale,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  692 

Kayes,  James  A.  Mentioned . . . .  79 

Kearney,  John.  Mentioned . . - .  87 

Keefe,  Thomas.  Mentioned . 778 

Keith,  K.  D.  Mentioned .  830 

Kelcher,  William.  Mentioned .  258 

Kelley,  James.  Mentioned .  543 

Kelly, - .  Mentioned .  758 

Kelly,  Charles.  Mentioned .  446,451,452 

Kelso,  John. 

Mentioned .  93 

Report  of  engagement  at  Fort  De  Russy,  La.,  May  4,  1863 .  90,  92 

Kendall,  Lucian  H. 

Mentioned .  148,152,356,654 

Report  of  casualties  at  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  April  18,  1863  .  149 

Kennebec,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  175, 176,  278,  713-715,  752,  753 

Mentioned .  197,  282,  397,  398, 436, 438, 475, 510,  627,  652, 670,  756 

Kennedy,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  468 

Kensington,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  118,179,282,319 

Kenwood,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  495,  502, 687,  688,  783 

Keokuk,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned. .  705 

Kepper,  U.  S.  transport.  Mentioned .  312 

Kerrish,  W.  T.  J.  Mentioned .  848 

Key  West,  Ela.  Yellow  fever  at . : .  273,275 
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Key  West,  Fla.,  Judge  TJ.  S.  district  court  at.  Correspondence  with 


H.  H.  Bell .  276 

Key  West,  Fla.,  Judge  of  U.  S.  prize  court  at.  Correspondence  with 

D.  G.  Farragut .  171 

Key  West,  Fla.,  Prize  commissioner  at.  Correspondence  with  J.  B. 

Marchand .  175 

Key  West,  Fla.,  U.  S.  district  attorney  at.  Mentioned .  280 

Kilborn,  Curtis  W.  Mentioned . 582 

Killough,  Ira  G.  Mentioned .  362 

Kimball,  James  B.  Mentioned .  770,  772,  773 

Kimball,  William  K.  Mentioned . . 738 

Kindleberger,  David.  Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela,  near 

Donaldsonville,  July  7,  1863  .  335 

Kineo,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  105, 170, 

282,  283,  304,  305,  367,  405,  426, 467,  468,  777,  778,  781,  782,  785,  793,  794 

Operations  at  Donaldsonville,  La .  325, 

327,  329,  336,  338-340,  346-348,  351-354,  357-361 

Orders  for  movements .  302,  461, 462 

King,  E.  T. 

Mentioned .  91 

Report  of  casualties  at  Fort  De  Russy,  La.,  May  4,  1863 . . .  92 

King,  Forest.  See  Forest  King,  Schooner. 

King,  Kennedy  &  Co.  Mentioned .  854 

King,  0.  K.  Mentioned .  664 

King,  William.  Mentioned .  163 

Kinsman,  Colonel.  See  Colonel  Kinsman,  U.  S.  S. 

Kitson,  T.  W.  L.  Mentioned .  18, 20-22 

Kittatinny,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  September  22,  24,  1863  .  596 

Captures  made  by .  641 

Mentioned .  114, 120, 

133,  506,  510,  517,  566,  592,  593,  602,  638,  639,  648,  654,  672,  710,  733,  740 

Orders  for  movements .  434, 508,  732 

Knight,  James  S.  ,  Report  of  casualties  resulting  from  burning  of  U.  S.  Ship 

Preble . 163 

Knowles,  James  P.  Mentioned . .  570 

Knowlton,  Benjamin  B.  Mentioned .  162 

Kock,  - .  Mentioned .  381,382 

Kroehl,  Julius  H.  Mentioned .  28,  33 

Kroll,  Auguste.  Mentioned .  821 

Krupp,  Alfred.  Mentioned .  190 

Kuhn,  J.  C.  See  Galveston,  Tex.,  Swiss  consular  officer  at. 

Kuhn,  J.  C.  See  J.  C.  Kuhn,  U.  S.  bark. 

La  Belle,  U.  S.  transport.  Mentioned .  356 

Labuan,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  458,466,477,580 

Lackawanna,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  1"5, 176,  295-297,  318 

Condition  of .  66>f> 

Mentioned .  101>  197, 282,  319,  366, 


367,  423,  425,  437,  465,  481,  586,  610,  624,  626,  634,  637,  652,  671,  715,  739 

Operations  off  Mobile,  Ala . 274 

Orders  for  movements .  505 

Ladies’  Ram.  Mentioned .  464 
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Lafayette,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  238,  24\),  241 

Mentioned .  11, 13, 16, 18,  37, 174, 188,  203,  208, 217,  232,  254,  o94, 495, 502,  767 

Operations  in 

Mississippi  River .  202, 249-251 

Red  River .  220,  228 

La  Four  die,  Vessel.  Mentioned . - .  306 

Laird  &  Co.  Mentioned . . .  588,620 

Lake  Maurepas,  Louisiana.  Destruction  of  IT.  8.  S.  Barrataria  in,  April  7, 

1863 .  123-126,811 

Lake  Pontchartrain,  Louisiana.  Operations  in. 

Communication  from  H.  H.  Bell .  439 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H .  484,738 

Sherman,  T.  W .  130 

Reports  of 

Morris,  H.  W .  131 

Spear,  A.  T .  130 

Lamson,  Charles  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  516 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  402 

Mentioned  ....  510,  515,  521,  522,  525,  535,  537,  544,  551.  654,  689,  690,  702,  744,  748 
Reports  of. 

Amelia  Ann,  Schooner,  and  Teresita,  Bark.  Capture  of .  688 

Anita,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  October  27,  1863 .  650 

Concordia,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  October  5,  1863 .  612 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.  Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-8,  1863 .  523 

Lancaster,  U.  S.  ram. 

Mentioned .  10,11 

Sinking  of,  by  Vicksburg  batteries  March  25,  1863  . 16-25, 

28,  29,  30,  35, 40,  46, 49-53,  86,  87,  764,  806 

Land,  W.  S.  Mentioned .  362 

Landis,  J.  C.  See  J.  C.  Landis,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 

Landrin,  U.  S.  Army  vessel.  Mentioned . .  163 

Landry,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  820 

Lane,  Harriet.  See  Harriet  Lane,  C.  S.  S. 

Lane,  Walter  P.  Mentioned .  333,361,381 

Lang,  Charles.  Mentioned .  598 

Lang,  John.  Mentioned .  276,286,288,758 

Langley,  Freeman.  Mentioned .  356 

Lansdale,  P.  Report  of  yellow  fever  on  U.  S.  S.  Pensacola .  651 

Lapwing,  Sloop.  Mentioned .  289,  292 

Larricus,  E.  A.*  Mentioned .  543,554 

La  Tisiphone,  H.  I.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  303 

Laura,  Steamer.  See  General  Buckner,  Steamer. 

Laura,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  707 

Laurel  Hill,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  196, 

338,  361,  529-531,  771,  774,  786,  787,  791 

Laurence,  Antonio.  Protest,  case  of  British  schooner  Tampico .  117 

Lavaca,  Tex.  Blockade  of. 

Order  of  H.  H.  Bell . ,  95 

Report  of  H.  H.  Bell .  407 


*  Found  also  A.  E.  Larrien, 
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Law,  Richard  L.  Mentioned .  58,  60, 105, 136 

Lawrence,  Frank.  Mentioned .  360 

Lawrence,  John  W.  Mentioned . . . .  20,  29 

Leach,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  297 

Leadbetter,  Danville.  Mentioned . . .  828 

Leader,  John  M.  Mentioned .  778 

Lee,  H.  B.  Mentioned .  .  842 

Lee,  O.  H.  See  0.  H.  Lee,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner. 

Lee,  Peter.  Mentioned .  543, 554 

Lee,  Robert  E.  Mentioned .  206,  245,  392,  397,  400,  419-421,  439,  762,  804,  836 

Lee,  Robert  G.  Mentioned .  282 

Lee,  Samuel  Phillips.  Correspondence  with  Charles  H.  Brown .  373 

Lee,  Stephen  D.  Mentioned .  806 

Leeds,  Benjamin.  Mentioned .  463 

Leerhoff,  Master.  Mentioned .  126 

Legrand,  Manuel.  Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  664 

Lena,  Confederate  vessel.  Mentioned . , .  383 

Lenox,  Bark.  Destruction  of,  June  8, 1863 .  828 

Lenthall,  John. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  613 

Mentioned .  123 

Leviathan,  U.  S.  Army  steamer. 

Capture  of,  by  Confederates,  and  recapture  of,  by  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto,  Sep¬ 
tember  22,  1863  . • -  597-599 

Mentioned .  719 

Levy,  William  M.  Mentioned .  823 

Lewis,  Annie.  See  Annie  Lewis,  Coal  schooner. 

Lewis,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  856 

Lewis,  Robert  F.  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  94,96,204,294,462 

Farragut,  D.  G .  368 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  153 

Mentioned .  126,282,287,321,372,467,756,760 

Reports  of. 

Miriam,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  18,  1863 .  303 

Sea  Drift,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  23,  1863 . 316 

Lewis,  William.  Mentioned .  778 

Lieber,  G.  Norman.  Mentioned . 667 

Lila,  Little.  See  Little  Lila,  Steamer. 

Lily,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  741 

Lincoln,  Abraham.  See  President,  U.  S. 

Lindolph,  Albert.  Mentioned .  636 

Lindsey,  George  W.  Mentioned . 22 

Lindsey,  Samuel.  See  Samuel  Lindsey,  Coal  brig. 

Linn,  Fireman.  Mentioned .  524 

Little  Lila,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  707 

Liverpool,  TT.  S.  consul  at.  Mentioned . . . - .  619 

Logan,  George  William.  Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Beauregard,  La., 

May  10,  1863 . - .  825 

London,  TJ.  S.  consul  at. 

Correspondence  with 

F.  . .  620 

State  Department,  U.  S .  190,619 
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London,  U.  S.  consul  at — Continued. 

Mentioned . - .  631 

Lone  Star,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  846 

Loring,  Frank  W. 

Correspondence  with  commanding  officer  at  Donaldsonville,  La .  332 

Mentioned .  307 

Loring,  William  W.  Mentioned .  807 

Louisiana  Belle,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  769,774 

Louisiana,  Military  governor  of. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  605 

Mentioned .  273,  275, 277 ,  302, 482 

Louisiana  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Heavy — Battalions:  12th  ( Company  D),  266.  Regiments:  1st 
(Grayson’ s),  87. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Cornay’s  ( Saint  Mary's  Cannoneers ),  363,  365, 

818,  821,  823,  849-851;  Cresent,  92;  Faries’  (Pelican),  363, 

381,  818,  849-851. 

Cavalry— Battalions:  15th  (Company  E),  554.  Regiments:  2d  (  Vincent’s), 

823.  Companies:  Saint  Martin’s  Rangers  (Fuller’s),  92. 

Infantry — Regiments:  18th  (Company  B),  821;  Crescent,  153. 

Miscellaneous:  Louisiana  Tigers,  154;  Miles’  Legion,  270. 

Louisiana  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union).  Infantry — Regiments:  1st,  107,  330. 

Louisville,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  251,254,394 

Lovett  Peacock,  Schooner.  Mentioned . . .  672 

Lovejoy,  Master.  Mentioned .  414,418 

Lovell,  William  S. 

Correspondence  with  John  C.  Pemberton .  86 

Report  of  operations  in  Mississippi  River .  84 

Low,  William  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  655 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  595 

Mentioned .  636 

Lowe,  William.  Mentioned .  524, 543 

Lowry,  Reigart  B.  Report  of  operations  off  Galveston,  Tex .  139 

Lubbock,  H.  S.  Mentioned .  809,847 

Luckett,  Philip  N. 

Correspondence  with 

Magruder  J.  Bankhead .  560 

Smith,  Leon .  555 

Report  of  operations  at  Velasco,  Tex .  859 

Lucy  Gwin,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  151,  846 

Luis,  Frank.  Mentioned .  276,  280,  286,  288,  756,  757 

Lussan,  Master.  Mentioned .  445, 449-453 

Luther,  William.  Mentioned .  4 

Lyles,  Alex.  M.  Mentioned .  358 

Lynch,  Dominick.  Mentioned .  514 

Lynch,  Edward.  Mentioned .  128 

Lynn,  Arthur  T.  See  Galveston,  Tex.,  British  consular  officer  at. 

Lynn  &  Williams.  Correspondence  with  J.  R.  M.  Mullany .  127 

Lyon,  General.  See  General  Lyon,  U.  S.  S. 

Lyons,  James.  Mentioned .  195 

Lyons,  Lord.  See  British  minister  to  the  United  States. 
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McBlair,  Charles  H. 

Correspondence  with  E.  A.  Swain .  848 

Mentioned .  738,858 

McCann,  John.  Mentioned .  815 

McCann,  William  P. 

Mentioned .  715,753 

Reports  of. 

Grey  Jacket,  Steamer.  Capture  of  December  31,  1863  .  752 

Marshal  J.  Smith,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  December  3,  1863  .  714 

McCarthy,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  296 

McCarty,  Captain.  Mentioned .  235 

McCarty,  Refugee.  Mentioned .  758 

McCarty,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  542 

McClellan,  - .  Mentioned .  707 

McClellan,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  301,647,648,680,685 

McClerran,  George.  Mentioned .  543 

McClurry,  G.  A.  Mentioned .  359 

McCook,  Roderick  S.  Mentioned .  127 

McCormick,  H.  Mentioned .  86 

Maccoun,  Robert  T.  Mentioned .  105 

McDermont,  Mr.  Mentioned .  816 

McDermut,  David  A. 

Death  of . >. .  147-153 

Mentioned . 115,119,126,129 

Report  of  capture  of  British  schooner  Tampico,  April  3,  1863 .  115 

McDonald,  Edward.  Mentioned .  594 

McDonald,  William  H.  Mentioned .  22 

McDonough,  John.  Mentioned . 543,554 

McFarland,  Abiel.  Mentioned . 283 

McGarvey,  J.  Mentioned .  847 

McGregor,  George.  Mentioned . 707 

McGuigan,  Alice.  See  Alice  McGuigan,  Schooner. 

McGuin,  H.  See  H.  McGuin,  Barge. 

McKay,  —  - .  Mentioned .  619, 620 

McKay,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  20 

McKay,  Charles  E.  Mentioned .  449,453,466,497,511,512 

McKay,  James.  Mentioned .  144 

Mack  Canfield,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  25,  1863 .  482,486 

McKendry,  William.  Mentioned .  356 

McKernan,  Michael.  Mentioned . 560 

Mackie,  John.  Mentioned . • .  576,578 

McKinstry,  James  P.  Mentioned  .  46, 49,  54, 106, 136, 157 

McLaughlin,  Richard  M.  Mentioned .  112 

McLean,  Abram.  Mentioned. .  843,845 

McLean,  John.  Mentioned .  128 

McMahon,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  498 

McNair,  Frederick  V.  Relieved,  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Seminole  and 

appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Pensacola .  431 

McNally,  James.  Mentioned .  H0>  H2 

McNelley,  John.  Mentioned . -  .  258 

McNerney,  J.  C.  Mentioned .  543 

N  w  r — vol  20 - 58 
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Macomb,  William  H.  ^age- 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  435,440,476,563 

Bigelow,  George  A .  584 

Emmons,  George  F .  411 

Farragut,  D.  G . - . - . - . —  250,  333 

Smith,  Melancton .  101 

Mentioned .  49, 93,  282,  377, 419, 481,  436-438, 480, 585,  590,  602,  603 

Reports  of. 

Fanny,  Steamer.  Burning  of,  September  11,  1863  .  583 

Grant’s  Pass.  Attack  upon  batteries  on .  584 

McRitchie,  David  J.  Report  of  arrival  of  U.  S.  storeship  Supply  at  New 

Orleans . . - .  272 

McVey,  James.  Mentioned .  543 

McWilliams, - .  Mentioned .  107 

Me  Willie,  Jane  S.  Mentioned .  127 

Madigan,  John,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  204,  293, 493,  514,  519,  520 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  177 

.  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  538 

Mentioned .  199,  282,  321, 419, 521, 522, 588 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Owasco .  590 

Reports  of. 

Owasco,  U.  S.  S.  Prize  list  of .  390 

Revenge,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  July  21,  1863 .  406 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.  Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-8,  1863 .  524,539 

Maffitt,  John  N.  Mentioned .  97 

Magee,  James.  See  Mobile,  Ala.,  British  consular  officer  at. 

Magee,  James  M.  Mentioned .  786 

Magellanes,  H.  I.  M.  S.  Mentioned. .  639 

Magruder,  George  A.,  jr.  Mentioned .  536 

Magruder,  John  Bankhead. 

Correspondence  with 

Austin,  C.  W .  852,  853 

Bee,  PI.  P .  649,  683,  684,  827, 836 

Bell,  H.  PI .  541 

Bradfute,  W.  R . . . 851 

Buchel,  A . 842 

Galveston,  Tex.,  British  consular  officer  at .  843,  844 

Hite,  C.  M . 852,853 

Hunter,  W.  W . .. .  813 

Puckett,  Philip  N .  560 

Mason,  C.  M . 830 

Mason,  James  M . 842 

Navy  Department,  C.  S . 579 

Smith,  E.  Kirby  . . ' .  832,833,840 

Smith,  Leon .  555,  835,  837,  852,  853 

Scurry,  William  R .  150, 151 

Sterrett,  John  H .  845 

Turner,  E.  P .  748 

General  orders . 169 

Mentioned . ■_ .  128, 


129,  232,  286,  315,  542, 559, 672,  679,  760,  805,  807,  808,  811,  815,  817,  829 
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Magruder,  John  Bankhead — Continued.  '  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Brownsville  and  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.  Occupation  of.  by  Federal 

forces .  ....  650 

Galveston,  Tex.  Defense  of . 831 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.  Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-8,1863 . .  560-562 

Sir  William  Peel,  British  steamer.  Capture  of  letter  regarding  seizure 

of . 579 

Special  orders . .  129,  829, 8,31 , 855 

Maguire,  Rochfort. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell . 693,694 

Mentioned . 705 

Mahan,  Alfred  T.  Mentioned . 703 

Mahoney,  William.  Mentioned .  542 

Maine  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments:  12th,  738;  13th,  681, 682; 

15th,  681,  682;  28th,  305,  330,  347. 

Maine,  William  A.  Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Antona  and  appointed 

to  command  U.  S.  S.  Jasmine . - .  670 

Major,  James  P. 

Mentioned . - .  361,362,365,834 

Report  of  attack  on  Plaquemine,  La.,  June  18, 1863 .  363 

Maker,  George  W.  Mentioned .  524 

Mallory,  Stephen  R.  See  Secretary  of  Navy ,  C.S.;  also  Navy  Department,  C.  S. 

Malman,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  554 

Maloney,  John.  Mentioned  . .  577 

Manassas,  C.  S.  ram.  Mentioned .  399 

Manhasset,  Schooner. 

Driving  ashore  of,  in  a  gale,  September  19,  1863 .  626,841 

Mentioned .  506, 514, 600,  606 

Mann,  Walter  L.  Detention  of,  as  bearer  of  flag  of  truce,  by  Federal  forces 

at  Aransas  Pass,  Tex .  683-686 

Manton,  Benjamin  D.  Mentioned .  282 

Maples,  Charles  R.  Mentioned .  463 

Maratanza,  U.  S.  transport.  Mentioned .  790 

Marchand,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  II . - .  505 

Farragut,  D.  G . - .  318 

Mentioned .  282, 504,  634 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Jackson,  La.  Mutiny  at . - .  715 

Neptune,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  14,  1863 .  295 

Planter,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  June  15,  1863 .  296 

Special  orders .  274 

Statement  of  capture  of  schooner  Sea  Lion,  May  9,  1863  . --  175, 176 

Marchant,  Cornelius  M.  Mentioned .  586 

Margarita,  Mexican  boat.  Mentioned . 413-415,762 

Maria  A.  Wood,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.  Mentioned .  282 

Marivault  (Delacoux  de),  Henri.  Mentioned .  303 

Marmillon, - .  Mentioned .  349 

Marry,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  598 

Mars,  Robert  W.  Mentioned .  110,112,113 

Marshal  J.  Smith,  Confederate  schooner.  Capture  of,  December  9, 1863.  713-715,  753 
Marson,  I.  M.  Mentioned  ....... ....... ........ ........ “842 
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Martin,  Charles.  Mentioned .  578 

Martin,  Peter.  Mentioned .  543 

Martin,  Thomas  H.  M.  Mentioned . - . .  607,608,625 

Marvin,  William.  Mentioned . - .  205 

For  correspondence,  see  Key  West,  Fla.,  Judge  of  prize  court  at. 

Mary  Ann,  Confederate  schooner.  Capture  of,  November  26,  1863 .  698 

Mary  Anne,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  707 

Mary  Bently,  American  bark.  Mentioned .  >512,  568,  569 

Mary  C.  Porter,  Coal  bark.  Mentioned .  120, 126 

Mary  Campbell,  Schooner.  Recapture  of,  November  14,  1863 .  674-676 

Mary  Hill,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  808,  830,  835,  837,  838,  847 

Mary  P.  Burton,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  414, 418 

Mary  Sanford,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  514 

Mary  T.  ,*  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  78,  80, 137-139, 153,  295,  822 

Masick,  Mr.  Mentioned .  535 

Mason,  C.  M.  Report  of  condition  of  gunboat  fleet  in  Marine  Department  of 

Texas .  830, 831 

Mason,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Havana,  Cuba,  C.  S.  agent  at .  828 

Magruder,  J.  B .  842 

Mentioned .  579 

Massachusetts  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  2d  ( Nims ’),  107. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  2d.  (Perkins’  company),  107. 

Massachusetts,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 484 

Matagorda  Bay,  Texas. 

Captures  made  off . - .  608,  650 

Joint  operations  in,  December  29  to  31,  1863. 

Abstract  log  of 

Monongahela,  U.  S.  S .  745 

Sciota,  U.  S.  S .  745 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H .  741 

Buchel,  A .  750 

Hesseltine,  Frank  S .  746 

Perkins,  George  H .  743 

Strong,  J.  H .  741-743 

Turner,  E.  P .  748 

Washburn,  C.  C .  746 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H .  95 

Magruder,  J.  B .  851 

Report  of  Leon  Smith .  835,  837,  853 

See  also  Lavaca,  Tex.;  Pass  Cavallo,  Tex. 

Matagorda  Peninsula,  Texas.  Skirmish  on,  December  29,  1863.  See  Mat¬ 
agorda  Bay,  Tex.  Joint  operations  in,  pp.  741-750. 

Matamoras,  British  schooner.  Seizure  of .  648,  658-664,  680, 686,  692-693 

Matamoras,  Mexico.  Affairs  at.  See  Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico. 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  British  consular  officers  at. 

Correspondence  with 

Tatham,  Edward  . . .  478 

Woolsey,  M.  B . 477,478 


♦Name  changed  to  J.  A.  Cotton  (No. 2),  which  see. 
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Matamoras,  Mexico,  British  consular  officers  at — Continued. 

Mentioned .  446, 458, 477, 511, 575, 611 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  Governor  of.  Mentioned .  413, 

433,  456, 458,  466,  511,  668,  672,  693,  754,  755 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  Lieutenant-Governor  of.  Mentioned .  668 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consular  officer  at. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  289 

State  Department,  U.  S .  374,512 

Tamaulipas,  Governor  of .  457, 460 

Woolsey,  M.  B .  444,445,454,456-458,460,477 

Mentioned .  103,  204,  285,  287,  291,  292, 294, 317,413- 

415,  417,  418,  466,  500,  511,  512,  568-570,  611,  666,  725,  744,  755,  757,  762 

Mathews,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  352 

Maudet,  C.  Mentioned .  385 

Maurepas,  Lake.  See  Lake  Maurepas. 

Maurice,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  356 

Maurin,  C.  Mentioned .  700 

Maury,  Dabney  H. 

Mentioned .  636,857 

Reports  of. 

Fanny,  Steamer.  Burning  of,  and  capture  of  Steamer  Alabama .  586 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Defense  of .  834 

Expected  attack  upon  defenses  of .  837,  839, 855 

Mayo,  William  K. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  587, 597 

Mentioned .  192, 197, 198,  277,  278,  282,  623,  624,  704,  716 

Report  of  capture  of  British  brig  Comet,  May  15,  1863  .  193 

Meade,  George  G.  Mentioned . 386,391,392,397 

Meaher,  Tim.  Mentioned .  752,753 

Medora,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  406, 657 

Meeker,  G.  William.  Mentioned .  543 

Melville,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  114,162 

Memminger,  Robert  W.  Correspondence  with 

Bowen,  John  S .  87 

Pemberton,  J.  C . 807 

Stevenson,  C.  L . ---  806 

Memphis,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned .  453 

Mercer,  Frank.  Mentioned .  734 

Merchant,  Anderson.  Mentioned .  265 

Merchant,  Southern.  See  Southern  Merchant,  Steamer. 

Meredith,  William  T.  Mentioned .  768,  773,  774 

Mermentau  River,  Louisiana. 

Captures  made  in .  371 

Blockade  runners  in. 

Communications  from  Charles  P.  Stone .  668 

Order  of  H.  H.  Bell .  673 

Operations  at.  Orders  of  H.  H.  Bell .  729,  730 

Merrill,  James  W.  Mentioned .  353 

Merrimack,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  94 

Merritt,  Archibald  D.  Mentioned .  78,  81-83 

Merryfield,  George  H.  Mentioned .  598 

Metcalf,  Bark.  Mentioned .  514 
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Mexico.  Boundary  line  between,  and  United  States .  503,504,511,589 

Mexico,  XJ.  S.  minister  to.  Mentioned . .  383,385,761 

Miantonomoh,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  775 

Michigan  Troops:  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments:  6th,  103, 123, 124, 130, 131. 

Milan,  H.  1.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  563 

Milem,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  543 

Miles,  "William  R.  Report  of  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  La .  265-271 

Miller,  - %  Mentioned .  757 

Miller,  F.  Augustus. 

Mentioned .  446, 448, 449, 451, 452,  727 

Report  of  recapture  of  hermaphrodite  brig  Atlantic,  August  23,  1863 .  449 

Miller,  George.  Mentioned .  149 

Miller,  Henry  W.  Mentioned .  623,  624 

Miller,  J.  Dickinson. 

Mentioned .  582 

Report  of  yellow  fever  on  U.  S.  S.  Colorado .  509, 583 

Miller,  Peter.  Mentioned .  285,286,288,758 

Miller,  S.  B.  Mentioned . . .  613 

Miller,  William  W.  Mentioned .  542 

Milligan,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .  738 

Mills,*  A.  N.  Correspondence  with .  557 

Griffin,  William  Id .  151 

Odium,  F.  H .  557 

Mills,  William  S.  Mentioned .  79 

Milmo  &  Co. 

Correspondence  with  Governor  of  Tamaulipas .  575 

Mentioned . . .  374,574 

Milne,  Sir  Alexander.  Mentioned .  572,579,694 

Minnesota,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  373 

Miramon,  Miguel.  Mentioned .  284 

Miriam,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  17,  1863 .  303 

Mirow,  Henry.  Mentioned .  303 

Mississippi,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  301 

Mississippi  Marine  Brigade.  Conflict  of  authority  regarding  service  of 

vessels  of .  10, 12,  23,  24,  30-32,  51-53 

Mississippi  River. 

Affairs  at  mouth  of. 

Capture  of— 

Boston,  U.  S.  tug,  June  8,  1863... .  828 

Fox,  U.  S.  tug,  April  12,  1863 .  141,809 

Leviathan,  U.  S.  Army  steamer,  September  22,  1863 .  597-599 

Depth  of  water  at  Passes . . .  300,  301 

Order  of  D.  G.  Farragut  to  blockade .  302 

Morris,  H.  W.,  appointed  to  temporary  command  in .  404 

Operations  in. 

Congratulatory  order  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  443 

Communications  from 

Bell,  H.  H .  180, 195,  372, 491, 567 

Emmons,  George  F .  410,  420 

Farragut,  D.  G .  392, 423 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A .  401,409 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  396 


*  Appears  on  page  151  as  A.  N.  Miller. 
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Mississippi  River — Continued. 
Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Palmer,  James  S _ 

Porter,  D.  D . 

Sherman,  T.  W _ 

Stone,  Charles  P _ 

Townsend,  Robert.. 
Orders  and  instructions. 


Page. 


249, 253-255, 365 

. . . .  260,  393 

.  160,163 

.  410 

.  496 


Bell,  H.  H .  455, 491, 493, 590, 592 

Emmons,  George  F .  408,411,419 

Farragut,  D.  G .  312,378,392,404 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  121 

Porter,  David  D.,  appointed  to  command  in,  above  New  Orleans _  393 

397, 419,  432,  442 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H .  459,462 

Emmons,  George  F .  408,419 

Farragut,  D.  G .  367,700 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A .  385,400 

Palmer,  James  S .  187, 203 

Pemberton,  J.  C .  807,  810,  815 

Townsend,  Robert . 494-497,502,728 

Upton,  Daniel  P .  366 

Walke,  H . 250 

See  also  Abstract  logs,  pp.  763-804;  Donaldsonville,  La.;  Grand  Gulf 
Miss.;  Hog  Point,  La.;  New  Orleans,  La.;  Plaquemine,  La.;  Port 
Hudson,  La.;  Vicksburg,  Miss.  Report  of  Banks,  pp.  263-265. 
Mississippi  Sound. 

Operations  in. 

Abstract  log  of 

Genesee,  U.  S.  S . .  480, 585 

Gertrude,  U.  S.  S .  586 

John  P.  Jackson,  U.  S.  S .  636, 640 

Captures  made  in .  399,  583-586, 635,  636 

Communications  from 

Bell,  H.  H .  639 

Farragut,  D.  G . .  423 

Maury,  D.  H .  837,  839 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Adams,  H.  A.,  jr .  387,388 

Bell,  H.  H .  440,563,624,657,665,712 

Farragut,  D.  G .  202,284 

Reports  of 

Adams,  H.  A.,  jr .  166,405,406,602 

Bell,  H.  H .  584 

Bigelow,  George  A .  584 

Greene,  C.  H .  734 

Macomb,  W.  H .  583,  584 

Maury,  D.  H .  586 

Morris,  H.  W . - .  BSl 

See  also  Grant’s  Pass;  Bay  St.  Louis,  Miss.;  Mobile,  Ala.;  Ship  Island,  Miss. 
Mississippi,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 3,  5,  6, 11, 56,  98, 105, 133, 145, 15/,  783,  78/ 
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Mississippi  Troops.  Mentioned.  Page. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  1st,  126. 

Infantry — Regiments:  1st,  811. 

Missouri,  C.  S.  ram.  Mentioned .  831,833 

Missouri  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.)  Artillery,  Light — Batteries: 
Guibor’s,  87:  Wade’s,  87. 

Missouri  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.)  Artillery,  Light — Regiments: 

1st,  682. 

Mitchell,  Mr.  Mentioned .  602,  603 

Mitchell,  Archibald  N.  Mentioned .  180, 182, 279, 408,  754,  758-760,  762 

Mitchell,  Charles.  Mentioned .  778 

Mitchell,  John  K. 

Correspondence  with  George  W.  Gift .  840 

Mentioned .  858 

Mitchell,  W.  H.  Mentioned . 358 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Arms,  ammunition,  etc.,  required  at,  and  measures  for  supplying .  836, 

838,839,851,856-859 

Blockade  of. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Gertrude .  626 

Communications  from 


Bell,  H.  H .  459,470,711 

Farragut,  D.  G .  205,308 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 . 123,600 

Thatcher,  H.  K . 739 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A.,  appointed  to  command .  752 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H .  460, 

476,  504,  505,  564,  588-590,609,  627,  633,  652,  655,  724,  729,  740 

Farragut,  D.  G . 205,275,300,322,369 

Jenkins,  T.  A .  669 

Marchand,  J.  B .  101,  274 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  121,601 

Thatcher,  H.  K . 711 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H .  468 

Farragut,  D.  G .  314 

Goldsborough,  J.  R .  480 

Morris,  H.  W .  105, 132 

Thatcher,  H.  K . 610, 623,  628,  634,  641,  712 

Thatcher,  H.  K.,  relieves  J.  R.  Goldsborough  of  command .  601 

Captures  made  off .  99, 161, 171, 175, 176, 192-194, 197-199, 277, 278, 

295-297,  366,  397, 412, 463,  704,  713-715,  752,  753,  828 
Chasing  ashore  of  a  steamer  near  Fort  Morgan.  Report  of  H.  K.  Thatcher  623 

Condition  of  health  of  vessels  off.  Report  of  H.  H.  Bell .  592 

Construction  of  Confederate  vessels  at  and  near .  735,  737 

Defenses  of .  705,  712,  828,  834 

Efforts  of  committees  of  citizens  of,  in  behalf  of  refugees  from  New 

Orleans .  826,  827 

Expected  attack  upon  blockading  fleet  off. 

Communications  from 

Bennett,  J.  W .  849 

Hurlbut,  S.  A .  751 
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Mobile,  Ala. — Continued.  Page. 

Expected  attack  upon  blockading  fleet  off. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H .  696,697 

Buchanan,  F .  848 

McBlair,  Charles . .  848 

Navy. Department,  U.  S .  751 

Report  of 

Bell,  H.  H .  700 

Greene,  C.  H . 690,732,738 

Expected  attack  upon  defenses  of.  Report  of  D.  H.  Maury .  837,  839,  855 


Expected  attack  upon  Ship  Island  by  Confederates  from.  See  Ship  Island, 


Miss. 

Outbreak  of  yellow  fever  among  vessels  blockading.  See  Yellow  fever. 
Outbreak  of. 

Mobile,  Ala.,  British  consular  officer  at. 

Correspondence  with  British  minister  to  the  United  States .  829 

Mentioned . 829,830 

Mobile,  Ala.,  commanding  officer  off.  Correspondence  with  D.  G. 

Farragut .  308 

Mobile,  Ala. ,  French  consular  officer  at.  Mentioned .  829 

Mobile  Bay,  Alabama. 

Confederate  naval  strength  in .  705 

Escape  of  tug  Fox  into,  April  15,  1863  .  155, 809 

Modena,  Guiseppi  Conte.  Mentioned .  649 

Moerer,  Frank.  Mentioned .  757,  758 

Monongahela,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . . .  658-664,  692, 693 

Condition  of .  104 

Mentioned .  49,  84,  85,  88,  97-99, 101, 106, 136, 170,  210-216,  265,  277, 


278,  282-284,  294,  302,  315,  316,  375,  393,  396,  405, 408,  411,  425-427,  459, 
465,  470,  590,  627,  633-635,  637,  654,  670,  672,  688,  689,  700,  711,  719,  725, 
726,  731,  774,  776,  778-782,  784-787,  792-794,  797,  799,  800,  803-806,  814 
Cooperation  of,  with  army  forces  in  occupation  of  Aransas  Pass,  Texas, 


November  17,  1863  .  679-686 

Emmons,  George  F.,  appointed  to  command  . .  308,  338 

Movements  of . - .  408, 419, 420 

Operations. 

In  Matagorda  Bay,  Tex.,  December  29-31,  1863  .  741-750 

See  also  Pass  Cavallo. 

In  Mississippi  River. 

At  Donaldsonville,  La . 304, 

326,  327,  334-342,  344,  348-355,  357,  358,  361,  395,  400,  410 

At  Plaquemine,  La .  239 

At  Port  Hudson,  La .  210-216, 

218,  220,  221,  223,  224,  226-232,  234,  236,  237,  239,  241,  252,  255,  265 

Off  coast  of  Texas . - .  694 

Off  Pass  Cavallo,  Texas .  698,  702,  703,  736 

See  also  Matagorda  Bay. 

Off  the  Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico .  643-650, 667,  668 

Orders  for  movements .  236,  323, 460,  641 

Qualities  of .  298-300 

Read,  Abner,  ordered  to  relieve  M.  Smith  of  command .  308 
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Monongahela,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page- 

Sartori,  L.  C.,  ordered  to  relieve  George  F.  Emmons  of  command .  429,440 

Strong,  James  H.,  ordered  to  relieve  L.  C.  Sartori  of  command . .  566 

Monroe,  John.  Mentioned . -- .  524,554 

Monroe,  Willis  F.  Mentioned . — .  754 

Montezuma,  H.  I.  M.  S.  Mentioned  — . - . .  286,288,757 

Mongomery,  James  E.  Mentioned .  735 

Montgomery,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  J58,  477 

Moonlight,  American  steamer.  Mentioned .  725 

Moore, - .  Mentioned .  349 

Mordis,  A.  Mentioned .  92 

Morgan,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  705,  738,  828 

Morgan,  Joseph  S.  Mentioned .  395 

Morgan,  - .  Mentioned .  666 

Morino,  Mr.  See  Pensacola,  Fla.,  Spanish  consul  at. 

Morning  Light,  River  steamer.  Mentioned .  785,  786 

Morning  Light,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  122,128,132,537,551,754 

Morning  Star,  U.  S.  mail  steamer.  Mentioned .  727,  728 

Morong,  John  C.  Mentioned .  678,  687 

Morris,  George  U. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H  Bell . . 740 

Mentioned .  637,652 

Morris,  Henry  W. 

Appointed  to  temporary  command  in  Mississippi  River  . .  404 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  H.  A.,  jr . . .  166 

Alden,  James .  49, 97, 98, 161 

Banks,  N.  P . . .  121 

Bell,  H.  H. . .  120,121,195 

Cooke,  Augustus  P .  68, 108, 121, 134, 136, 137, 153 

Crocker,  Frederick .  380 

Emory,  William  H .  292,  302,  304,  305,  328,  335 

Farragut,  D.  G . 48,  58, 252, 277, 283,  302 

Gabaudan,  Edward  C . .  35 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M . .  141, 147, 162, 165, 166, 184, 189, 199 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . . . 164,172 

Perkins,  James  F .  123 

Sherman,  Thomas  W . . .  96, 141, 160, 163 

Smith,  Melancton .  104 

Spear,  Alden  T . 130 

Mentioned . . . . . . .  47, 54,  55,  60,  73, 119, 140, 

159, 179, 180, 182, 227,  282,  293,  325,  334,  343,  417,  422-425,  490,  760,  763 


Reports  of. 

Prizes.  Disposition  of .  133, 145, 146 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Condition  and  needs  of .  170 

General  affairs  of .  104, 130, 135 

Morse,  Freeman  H.  See  London,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Mortar  Flotilla,  TJ.  S. 

Operations  against  Port  Hudson .  247 

Promotion  of  commanding  officers  of  vessels  of,  recommended .  243,  249 

Morton,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  615 

Mound  City,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  394 
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Mouton,  Alfred.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  Green . 833 

Mentioned .  65, 237, 238,  254,  315,  320,  325, 329, 361,  365,  818-821, 824 

Mower,  Frank.  Mentioned .  286,288 

Mulberry,  Charles.  Mentioned .  353 

Mullany,  J.  It.  Madison. 

Appointed  to  command  blockade  of 

Galveston,  Tex .  274 

Coast  of  Texas .  431 


Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  114,  204,  474,  475,  596,  616 

Chase,  Charles  T .  415 

Childs,  J.  D . 200 

Dana,  W.  H .  432, 443, 513 

Debray,  Xavier  B . 127 

Gillis,  J.  P .  564,565 

Hatfield,  C .  436 

Henry,  E.  W .  502 

Hill,  F.  S .  143,156,161,471,483 

Hooper,  Quincy  A . : .  164 

Lewis,  R.  F.  R .  153 

Lowry,  R.  B . 139 

Lynn  &  Williams .  127 

Madigan,  John,  jr . 177 

Morris,  H.  W .  141, 162, 184 

Read,  Abner .  126,150 

Wells,  Lyman .  455,462 

Woolsey,  M.  B .  501 

Wright,  William  F .  499 

Mentioned .  120, 132, 170, 282, 285, 287, 413, 418, 469, 519,  755,  756,  763 

Relieved  of  command  of  Texas  blockade .  505-507 


Reports  of. 

Betsey,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  6,  1863  .  454 

Bienville,  U.  S.  S. 

Arrival  of,  at  Galveston,  from  Rio  Grande .  592 

Condition  of . J98, 604 

Galveston,  Tex.  Operations  off . 126, 165, 189, 199, 283, 454, 471, 497 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex. 

Blockade  of . 565 

Boat  expedition  to,  April  18,  1863 .  147 

St.  Joseph’s  Island,  Tex.  Capture  of  boat’s  crew  from  U.  S.  bark 

William  G.  Anderson  at .  166 

Muller,  Charles.  Mentioned .  778 

Mulman,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  543 

Mumford,  James.  Mentioned .  170 

Mund,  Louis.  Mentioned .  611 

Mundy,  George  H.  Mentioned .  62 

Munroe,  John.  Mentioned .  543 

Murphy,  Daniel  S.  Mentioned .  ^82 

Murray,  J.  D.  G.  Mentioned .  152, 560 

Mustang  Island,  Texas.  Capture  of  fort  on.  See  Aransas  Pass,  Tex.  Occu¬ 
pation  of,  by  Federal  forces,  November  17,  1863,  pp.  679-686. 

N.  Boynton,  Coal  bark.  Mentioned . 322 
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Page. 

N.  W.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  530, 531 

Nagle,  Stephen  J. 

Mentioned .  H5 

Protest,  case  of  British  schooner  Tampico .  117-119 

Narcissus,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements .  695 

Nashville,  C.  S.  ironclad.  Mentioned .  590,705,737,857 

Natchez,  Miss.,  Mayor  of.  Correspondence  with 

Farragut,  D.  G . 4 

Pemberton,  J.  C .  85 

Navy  Department,  C.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Barney,  J.  N .  805 

Hunter,  W.  W .  804,814 

Magruder,  J.  Bankhead .  579 

War  Department,  C.  S .  807 

Reports  of 

Boston,  U.  S.  tug.  Capture  of,  June  8,  1863  .  828 

Fox,  U.  S.  transport.  Capture  of,  April  12,  1863 .  809 

Navy  Department,  U.  S. 

Charge  and  specification,  court-martial  of  F.  S.  Hill .  488 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  H.  A.,  jr . . . 399,602 

Alden,  James .  67, 421 

Allen,  W.  N .  707 

Beers,  J.  R .  621,623 

Bell,  H.  H  . 143, 158, 167,  284, 287,  413, 417, 433, 435, 441, 447,  451, 

459, 462,  465,  467-469,  485,  489,  509,  510,  515,  519,  521,  526,  535,  538,  539, 
567,  574,  578,  581, 584,  588,  589,  592,  597,  600,  603,  604,  608,  609,  612,  616, 
617, 627, 631-637,  643,  644,  650,  655, 657,  665,  666, 670, 671,  673,  674, 679, 
688,  692,  693, 699,  700,  704,  706,  708,  717,  718,  721,  726,  727,  735,  736,  741 

Benham,  A.  E.  Iv .  634 

Brown,  Charles  H .  611,658,660,661,705 

Brown,  George .  640,  723 

Cameron,  Robert .  404 

Cate,  David .  564 

Chase,  Charles  T . .  417 

Clark,  Robert  M . 617 

Cressv,  W.  K  . . . . . .  402, 463 

Crocker,  Frederick .  544 

Dana,  W.  H .  371,441,475,615 

De  Flaven,  Joseph  E .  664 

De  Krafft,  J.  C.  P .  676 

Eaton,  W.  B .  719 

Emmons,  George  F .  481 

Farragut,  D.  G .  3,  34,  40,  43,  44,  47,  54,  59,  72,  78,  83, 121, 122, 169, 

179, 181, 182, 198,  204, 206, 221, 234, 243,  256, 272,  273, 277, 282,  284,  290, 
291, 294, 298,  311,  314,  319-322, 325, 333, 340,  367,  395, 396, 399, 401, 428, 
442,  443,  464, 486, 554,  691,  700,  715,  722,  723,  724,  730,  731,  737,  750,  751 

Gamble,  William  M .  513 

Gherardi,  B .  640 

Gillis,  John  P .  366,397,436,525 

Goldsborough,  J.  R .  99, 161, 171, 175, 192, 197,  295, 601 

Henry,  E.  W . 659 

Hill,  F.  S .  142,158,167,482,488 
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Page 

Navy  Department,  U.  S. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Hitchcock,  R.  B . 100,141,144 

Hooper,  Quincy  A .  159 

Isherwood,  B.  F .  456 

Jenkins,  T.  A .  439,601 

Johnson,  P.  C .  388 

Jouett,  Janies  E .  412 

Lamson,  C.  W .  402, 650, 689 

Lewds,  Robert  F.  R .  303, 316 

Low,  W.  W .  595 

McCann,  W.  P .  752 

McDermut,  D.  A .  115 

McRitchie,  D.  G .  272 

Madigan,  John .  390,538,539 

Marchand,  J.  B .  295, 296 

Morris,  Henry  W .  104, 130-133, 135, 145, 146, 164, 170, 172 

Navy  yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of .  485, 666, 695 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola,  Commandant  of .  134, 617 

Navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  Commandant  of .  484 

Nestell,  D.  D.  T .  549 

Newman,  L.  H .  654 

Palmer,  J.  S .  442 

Pennock,  A.  M .  5,421 

Perkins,  George  H .  342 

Porter,  D.  D .  22, 44,  56,  737 

Read,  Abner .  114,127-130,147-149 

Rolando,  H .  389,  568, 571, 576,  579 

Rowan,  S.  C .  300,  301 

Seyburn,  I.  D .  434,641 

Shankland,  William  F .  162 

Smith,  J.  W . 461,608,675 

State  Department,  U.  S. .  116, 119,172,  201,  291,  292,  416,  503,  512,  619,  631,  689 

Smith,  William  S .  162 

Tampico,  U.  S.  consul  at. . .  594 

Thatcher,  H.K....'. .  502,552,704,713 

Tibbits,  H .  548 

Walker,  W.  M .  373 

War  Department,  U.  S .  98, 102, 155, 403 

Weston,  Henry,  jr .  Ill 

Woolsey,  M.  B . - .  445,452 

Zerega,  A.  L.  B .  698,  734 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of.  Correspondence  with  Navy 

Department,  U.  S .  485,666,695 

Navy  Yard,  Pensacola.  Measures  for  defense  of.  Communications  from 

H.  H.  Bell .  605 

Navy  Yard,  Pensacola,  Commandant  of. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  469,605,655 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  134,368 

Report  of  operations  near  Pensacola,  Fla.,  October  11,  1863  .  -  617 

Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  Commandant  of.  Correspondence  with  Navy 

Department,  U.  S .  484 

Neal,  Arthur.  Mentioned .  684 
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Page. 

Neal,  Benjamin  F.  Correspondence  with  E.  E.  Hobby .  168 

Nelms,  T.  M.  Mentioned . — .  356 

Nelson,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned . .  714 

Nelson, - .  Mentioned . - .  820,821 

Neosho,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . .  419, 420,  502 

Neptune,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  June  14,  1863  .  175,  295, 296,  297, 318,  319,  366,  367 

Mentioned .  182 

Nestell,  D.  D.  T. 

Mentioned .  547,  548 

Report  of  joint  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  September  7-8,  1863 .  549 

Neston,  Masse.  Mentioned .  198, 199 

Nettles,  T.  D.  Mentioned .  823 

Neutrality,  British.  See  Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico.  Affairs  in  vicinity 
of.  Also  Tampico,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  April  3,  1863. 

Newbury,  Samuel  S.  Correspondence  with  Robert  P.  Swann .  259 

Newell,  Frederick.  Mentioned . . .  463,586 

New  Ironsides,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  634,700 

New  London,  U.  S.  S. 

Allen,  W.  N.,  ordered  to  relieve  Ed.  E.  Potter  of  command .  599 

Captures  made  by .  114-120,  707 

Mentioned .  126, 165, 167, 170, 179, 184, 199,  200, 

252,  263, 274, 282, 283,  315, 316,  322,  395, 407,  413, 422, 426,  501, 506, 515, 
517, 518, 594, 622, 654, 662,  671,  672,  701,  708,  710,  755,  763,  781,  782,  803 


Operations. 

At  Donaldsonville,  La .  332, 

334,  336,  338-343,  349-351,  355,  356, 358,  360,  361,  364,  365 

Off  Sabine  Pass,  Tex .  114-120, 128-130, 147-153 

Orders  for  movements .  93, 431 

Potter,  Edward  E.,  ordered  to  relieve  George  H.  Perkins  of  command _  343 

Read,  Abner,  relieved  of  command . . .  308 

Newman,  John.  Mentioned . . .  286,288,758 

Newman,  L.  Howard.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  654 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Affairs  at. 

Communications  from 


Bell,  H.  H .  638 

Emory,  W.  H .  307 

Farragut,  D.  G .  252,  391 

Palmer,  James  S .  254 


Orders  and  instructions. 


Banks,  N.  P . 313 

Farragut,  D.  G .  283,426 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H .  469, 510, 627,  636,  657,  665,  671, 699,  704 

Emory,  W.  H .  251 

Farragut,  D.  G .  179,  395,  396 

Morris,  H.  W .  104,130,135,145,146,170 

Starrett,  Adrian  C .  628 


Expulsion  of  citizens  from,  by  Federal  authorities .  826,  827 

Order  of  President,  U.  S.,  regarding  passage  of  military  supplies  in  and 


out .  482 

Outbreak  of  yellow  fever  on  vessels  at.  Reports  of  H.  H.  Bell .  603, 


616, 650-652 
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New  Orleans,  La. — Continued. 

Quarantine  regulations  at. 

General  order  of  W.  H.  Emory . . .  273 

Reports  of 

Farragut,  D.  G .  273 

Foltz,  J.  M .  275 

Threatened  attack  upon  by  Confederates.  Communications  from  D.  G. 

Farragut .  315, 316 

See  also  Donaldsonville,  La.  Naval  operations  in  defense  of,  June  27  to 
July  12,  1863. 

Vessels  captured  by  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  to  be  adjudicated  at.  319 

New  Orleans,  Belgian  consul  at.  Mentioned . . .  848 

New  Orleans,  British  consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  446, 447,  659 

Mentioned . 118 

New  Orleans,  Collector  of  customs  at.  Correspondence  with  U.  S.  con¬ 
sul  at  Tampico,  Mexico .  441 

New  Orleans,  Spanish  consul  at.  Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  689 

New  Orleans,  Swiss  consul  at.  Mentioned .  408,762 

New  Orleans,  U.  S.  district  attorney  at.  Correspondence  with  H.  H. 

Bell .  .  573, 574 

New  Orleans,  U.  S.  marshal.  Correspondence  wdth  H.  H.  Bell .  590 

Newton,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  144 

Newton,  Edward.  Mentioned .  144 

New  York  Navy  Yard.  See  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 

New  York  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments:  75tli,  531,  542,  773; 

160th,  111;  161st,  532,543,553. 

Niagara,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 731,751 

Nicholas,  J.  Mentioned . .  727 

Nicholson,  William  C.  Finding,  court-martial  of  F.  S.  Hill .  489 

Nickerson,  Sylvanus.  Mentioned . 303 

Nicols,  David.  Mentioned .  598,599 

Nightingale,  U.  S.  ship. 

Bruner,  E.  D.,  appointed  to  command . - .  605 

Mentioned .  282,427,693 

Nims,  Ormand  F.  Mentioned .  107 

Nita,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned . 182 

Norman,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  675 

Norris,  John.  Mentioned. .  163 

North  America,  U.  S.  transport.  Mentioned .  329,351,360 

North  Carolina,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  '75 

Norton,  Ichabod.  Mentioned .  693 

Nymph,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  22,  1863 .  158-160 

O.  H.  Lee,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.  Mentioned .  282,400,777 

Obbits,  Luis.  Mentioned .  285-288,  758 

Ocean  Bird,  Schooner.  Mentioned . ----  719 

Octorara,  U.  S.'S. 

Mentioned .  600,636,652,696 

Orders  for  movements .  595, 655 

Odium,  Frederick  H. 

Correspondence  with  R.  W.  Dowling .  559 

Mentioned .  536,  555,  556,  560-563,  830 

Reports  of  joint  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  September  7-8,  1863..  557,558 
Thanks  of  C.  S.  Congress  to,  action  at  Sabine  Pass,  Tex. ,  September  8, 1863.  562 
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Ohio  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments:  76th,  24.  Page. 

O’Eeary,  Daniel.  Mentioned . - .  777 

Olford,  Franklin.  Mentioned . - .  542 

Oliver,  H.  Kemble.  Correspondence  with  M.  B.  Woolsey .  332 

Olsson,  A.  E.  Mentioned . - .  714 

Oneida,  U.  S.  S. 

Emmons,  George  F.,  appointed  to  command . .  140 

Franklin,  S.  R.,  appointed  to  command .  429 

Mentioned .  157,  282,  308,  430,  599,  608,  634,  711 

Operations  off  Mobile,  Ala .  669 

Sartori,  L.  C.,  ordered  to  relieve  S.  R.  Franklin  of  command .  565,566 

Search  for  C.  S.  steamers  Alabama  and  Florida .  96, 97 

Onondaga,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . - .  751 

Ordnance  Supplies.  See  Arms,  ammunition,  etc. 

Oreto.  See  Florida,  C.  S.  S. 

Orvetta,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.  Mentioned . .  248,282 

Osborn,  Marcus  B.  Mentioned . . . - . - .  755 

Oscar,  V essel.  Mentioned . . . . . .  458 

Ossipee,  O'.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . . .  366,  397,  398 

Cruise  of,  from  Galveston,  Tex.,  to  the  Rio  Grande  and  return .  725,  726 

Mentioned .  436-438, 465, 469,  475,  510,  525,  564,  567, 

588,  593,  596,  607,  622,  626,  644,  647,  654,  672,  677,  686,  709,  710,  740,  741 

Operations. 

Off  Galveston,  Tex .  517-519,  701 

Off  Mobile,  Ala  . . . . . . . . . . .  436 

On  coast  of  Texas . . . . 1 .  638 

Orders  for  movements . . .  300,501,505-507 

Owasco,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  390,  406,  658,  664,  692,  693 

Burning  of  schooner  Hanover  by,  May  10,  1863  .  177 

Expedition  to  the  Rio  Grande,  October  27  to  November  3,  1863 .  643-650 

Henry,  E.  W.,  ordered  to  relieve  John  Madigan  of  command .  590 

Mentioned .  114, 120, 165, 179, 199,  205, 274, 282,  283,  290,  298,  321, 375,  407, 

419,  431,  475, 506,  565,  593,  622,  654, 658-660,  662,  672,  710,  754,  755,  762 

Operations  off  Sabine  Pass,  Tex .  515,  517-521,  524,  538,  539 

Orders  for  movements . . .  293,  493,  494, 519 

Padden,  Patrick.  Mentioned . Ill 

Page,  Edward,  jr.  Mentioned . ; .  353 

Paine,  Halbert  E.  Mentioned .  209,211,316 

Paine,  Theodore  H.  Mentioned .  327,453 

Palmer,  Captain.  Mentioned . 164 

Palmer,  Edward  A.  Mentioned .  767 

Palmer,  Francis  A.  See  Francis  A.  Palmer,  British  vessel. 

Palmer,  James  C. 

Correspondence  with  Philip  Lansdale .  651 

Report  of  yellow  fever  on  U.  S.  S.  Pensacola .  651 

Palmer,  James  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Alden,  J .  213,244 

Andrews,  George  L . •  196 

Banks,  N.  P .  178, 196,  207,  210,  212,  222,  233,  260, 262 

Cooke,  A.  P .  179,219,238 

Farragut,  D.  G . . .  77,  207,  219, 376, 422 

Irwin,  Richard  B .  242, 260,  262 
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Palmer,  James  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Porter,  D.  D .  203,  221,  240,  253,  255 

Walke,  Henry . . .  202,  208,  217,  220,  228,  238,  249,  365 

Mentioned .  28,  33,  38, 

77-79, 189,  211,  224,  230,  250,  263,  282,  337,  340,  375,  397,  424,  763,  768,  772 

Reports  of. 

Hartford,  U.  S.  S.  Arrival  of,  at  New  York  from  New  Orleans .  442 

Port  Hudson,  La.  Siege  of . .  208,  209,  237 

Red  River. 

Blockade  of . 203 

Operations  in .  187 

Pampero,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned . _ .  195,282,597 

Park,  William  D.  Mentioned .  803 

Park,  William  L.  Mentioned .  780 

Parker,  D.  Edward.  Mentioned . .  542 

Parker,  Herman.  Mentioned . 714 

Parker,  John  C.  Mentioned .  339,  567,  775,  783 

Parrish,  Augustus  H.  Mentioned . 824 

Partridge,  Leander  H.  Mentioned .  133 

Pass  Cavallo,  Texas. 

Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H . .  95,320,421 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  164,  200 

Report  of  Frederic  S.  Hill . . .  156 

See  also  Lavaca,  Tex.;  Matagorda,  Tex. 

Captures  made  off . .  158-160,  285,  288,  316,  641 

Joint  operations  at.  Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H  .  736 

Gillis,  J.  P .  701 

Strong,  J.  H  . . . .  694, 698,  702,  736 

Washburn,  C.  C .  697 

See  also  Matagorda  Bay,  Tex.  Joint  operations  in,  December  29  to  31,  1863. 

Patten,  William  W.  Mentioned . 115,133 

Patterson,  John.  Mentioned .  146 

Paulding,  Hiram.  Mentioned .  591,  751 

For  correspondence  see  Navy  Yard,  N.  Y.,  Commandant  of . 

Paulsen,  Thomas. 

Mentioned .  115 

Protest,  case  of  British  schooner  Tampico .  117-119 

Payne,  John  W.  Mentioned . <. . .  536,556,847 

Peacock,  Lovett.  See  Lovett  Peacock,  Schooner. 

Peck,  Frank  H.  Report  of  reoccupation  of  Brashear  City,  La.,  July  22,  1863.  379 

Peck,  John  F.  Mentioned .  390 

Peel,  Sir  William.  See  Sir  William  Peel,  British  steamer. 

Pemberton,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Bowen,  John  S . - .  85,86 

Cooper,  Samuel .  89,  90 

Gardner,  Frank .  84,  87,  88,  807,  814,  815 

Lovell,  William  S .  84,  86 

Memminger,  R.  W .  807 

Natchez,  Miss.,  Mayor  of .  85 

n  w  k— vol  20 - 59 
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Pemberton,  John  C. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Reeve,  John  J .  85 

Smith,  E.  Kirby .  817 

Stevenson,  C.  L .  85,  86,  88,  89,  806, 814,  815 

Mentioned .  222,304 

Reports  of  operations  in  Mississippi  River .  84-90, 807,  810, 815 

Pembina,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  161, 277 

Mentioned .  170,179,282,319,756 

Orders  for  movements .  654, 666 

Penguin,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  727 

Mentioned .  671,  686 

Movements  of . . . . .  623,  657 

Orders  for  movements .  621,  729 

Pennell,  David.  Mentioned .  707 

Penniman,  Brig.  Mentioned . 743 

Penniman,  Luther  L.  Mentioned .  704 

Pennington,  Lewis  W. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  J.  P.  Jackson .  411 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  589 

Mentioned .  282, 440,  635,  636,  640,  732,  734 

Pennock,  Alexander  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  5,  421 

Wise,  II.  A .  242 

Report  of  passage  of  Port  Hudson,  La.,  March  14,  1863  .  5 

Pennsylvania,  TJ.  S.  district  judge  for  eastern  district  of.  Mentioned..  295 
Penobscot,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  151,  702,  710,  741,  743,  746 

Movements  of .  704 

Orders  for  movements .  634 

Pensacola,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  631 

Designated  flagship  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  432,  433 

Fever  on  board  of .  651 

Mentioned .  35, 98, 104, 108, 121, 

130, 133, 135-137, 141, 145, 146, 154, 160, 162, 164-167, 170, 172, 176, 179, 
181, 184, 187, 189, 191, 198,  202, 273, 282,  311, 314-316,  325, 332,  343, 367, 
405, 413, 416,  417,  424, 425, 427, 429-435, 438-440, 447, 449,  451 , 454,  455, 
459-462, 465-470, 472, 474-476, 484, 485,  491-494, 499,  501,504-510,514- 
516,  519-521,  523-526, 535,  539,  541,  563-567,  570,  574,  575,  578, 581,  584, 
587-590,  592, 597,  599,  601,  603-609,  612, 613,  616,  617,  622,  624,627,631- 
633,  636-639,  641,  643, 644, 646,  650,  652,  655,  657,  660,  662,  663,  665,  666, 
668-671,  673-675,  677, 679, 680,  686, 689,  690,  692-706,  708,  709,  711-713, 
717,  718,  721,  722,  724,  725,  727,  729-733,  736-738,  740,  741,  752,  763,  775 

Operations  at  Port  Hudson .  206  207  272 

Orders  for  movements .  . .  404 

Pensacola,  Fla. 

Affairs  at. 

Communications  from 

Bell,  H.  IJ .  ^ 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola,  Commandant .  655 
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Pensacola,  Fla.— Continued.  Page. 

Affairs  at. 

Order  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  134 

Report  of  R.  B.  Hitchcock .  100 

Burning  of  U.  S.  ship  Preble  at,  April  27,  1863 .  162, 163 

Captures  made  off . . . . 674 

Operations  near,  October  8-11,  1863. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  schooner  John  Griffith .  618 

Reports  of 

Clark,  Robert  M .  617 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola,  Commandant  of .  617 

Yellow  fever  at.  See  Yellow  fever.  Outbreak  of. 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  Spanish  consul  at.  Mentioned . .  656 

Pensacola  Navy  Yard.  See  Navy  yard,  Pensacola. 

Percy,  Ezekiel  D.  Mentioned .  147,  841 

Perkins,  Captain.  Mentioned .  107 

Perkins,  George  H. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Sciota .  430 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  701 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  342 

Mentioned .  262,  263,  334,  339,  351-353,  356, 427,  708,  745,  748 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  New  London .  343 

Reports  of. 

Matagorda  Bay,  Tex.  Joint  operations  in,  December  29  to  31,  1863..  743 

White  Hall  Point,  La.  Engagement  at,  and  disabling  of  U.  S.  S. 

New  London .  341 

Perkins,  James  F. 

Mentioned .  125,131,389 

Report  of  destruction  of  U.  S.  S.  Barrataria,  April  7,  1863 .  123 

Perkins,  Samuel  C. 

Finding,  court-martial  of  F.  S.  Hill .  489 

Mentioned .  488 

PeterhofF,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  201, 458,  827 

Petersburg,  City  of.  See  City  of  Petersburg,  Steamer. 

Peterson, - .  Mentioned . .  848,849 

Peterson,  Thomas  L.  Death  of .  106, 108-113 

Pfromer,  Francis.  Mentioned . 335,360 

Phaeton,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned . 477,478 

Phantom,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  370 

Philadelphia  Navy  yard.  See  Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 

Phillips,  C.  D.  Mentioned . 306 

Phillips,  Frederick.  Mentioned .  777 

Phillips,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  306,  326,  330,  361-363 

Pitchling,  Charles.  Mentioned .  353 

Piaget,  A.  See  New  Orleans,  Swiss  consul  at. 

Pickering,  Thomas. 

Mentioned . . - . —  279,  286,  757,  758,  763 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Antona .  426 

Pierce,  Leonard,  jr.  See  Matamoras,  Mexico,  U.  S.  S.  consular  officer  at. 

Pietro,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  487 

Pilcher,  Edward.  Mentioned .  306 

Pinckney,  General  C.  C.  See  General  C.  C.  Pinckney,  Schooner. 

Pinnan,  Danish  brig.  Mentioned .  453 
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Pinnel,  David.  Mentioned .  707 

Pinola,  U.  S.  S. 

Fitzhugh,  W.  E.,  ordered  to  relieve  James  Stillwell  of  command .  690 


Mentioned .  170,179,282,437,459,481,510,616,671,703,709,756 

Pittsburg,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  42, 188,  204,  208,  220, 251,  254,  255,  394,  767,  768 

Planter,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  June  15,  1863 .  175,296,297,318,319,366 

Plaquemine,  La. 

Attack  on,  June  18,  1863. 

Communications  from 


Alden,  James . - .  241 

Banks,  N.  P .  235 

Farragut,  D.  G . - .  239,304,309 

Order  of  D.  G.  Farragut . 236 

Reports  of 

Clapp,  M .  235 

Drew,  C.  W .  235 

Emory,  W.  H .  235 

Farragut,  D.  G .  325 

Major,  James  P . 363 

Stearns,  Albert . 305 

Weaver,  A.  W .  304 

Operations  at. 

Communications  from 


Emory,  W.  H .  305 

Stone,  Charles  P .  686 

Report  of  Robert  Townsend .  687 

Plunkett,  M.  H.  Mentioned .  127 

Pocahontas,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  175, 176 

Cruise  from  New  Orleans  to  Philadelphia,  and  injuries  sustained  in  a 

gale .  513 

Mentioned .  100 


132, 133, 145, 146, 170, 172, 179, 197,  282,  351,  426,  468,  518,  593,  647,  756 

Poche,  S.  Alexander.  Mentioned .  821 

Point  Isabel,  Tex.  Captures  made  at . .  279-281, 285,  287 

Pointe  Coupee,  La. 

Engagement  at .  234 

Property  captured  at .  700 

Pontchartrain,  Confederate  vessel.  Mentioned .  383 

Pontchartrain  Lake.  See  Lake  Pontchartrain. 

Ponchatoula  River,  Louisiana.  Operations  in.  Report  of  T.  W.  Sherman.  103 

Pope,  Robert  G.  Mentioned .  570, 692 

Port  Hudson,  La. 

Operations  above,  March  15  to  May  6,  1863 .  3-93 

Operations  at. 

Communications  from 

Banks,  N.  P .  186 

Gardner,  F .  825 

Palmer,  James  S .  178 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Farragut,  D.  G .  189 

Pemberton,  J.  C .  814 

Smith,  M .  101 
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Port  Hudson,  La. — Continued. 

Operations  at. 

Reports  of 

Alden,  Janies . .  97-99, 161, 178 

Gardner,  Franklin .  807,814 

See  also  Abstracts  logs,  pp  763-804. 

Passage  of,  March  14,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Farragut,  D.  G .  49,56-58,157 

Navy  Department,  O'.  S .  44 

Report  of  D.  G.  Farragut .  3,  45, 46, 48 

See  also  report  of  Banks  pp  263-265. 

Proposed  operations  against. 

Communications  from 

Banks,  N.  P .  173 

Farragut,  D.  G . . .  205 

Report  of  N.  P.  Banks . .  185, 186 

Siege  of,  May  21  to  July  9,  1863. 

Casualties,  Confederate .  272 

Communications  from 

Alden,  James .  226, 241, 245, 247 

Arnold,  Richard .  259 

Augur,  C.  C . 208 

Banks,  N.  P . 210-217,219,222-231,235,242-244,249,260-262 

Barker,  J.  T .  230 

Dwight,  William .  240 

Eaton .  242 

Emerson,  C .  256 

Farragut,  D.  G .  212-220, 

223,  225,  227,  228,  230,  232,  235,  237,  239,  252,  253,  256 

Fisher,  J.  C .  235 

Grover,  C .  223 

Irwin,  Richard  B .  209,  260,  262 

Jenkins,  T.  A . 230,231 

Palmer,  J.  S .  207,  208,  222,  233,  240,  244,  249,  253-255,  260 

Pennock,  A.  M .  242 

Porter,  D.  D .  260 

Stone,  Charles  P .  232 

Weitzel,  G .  218 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Banks,  N.  P .  224 

Farragut,  D.  G .  207,208,236,250,256 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A .  259 

Palmer,  J.  S .  219, 221 

Terry,  E .  226,235 

Wise,  H.  A .  242 

Reports  of 

Alden,  James . - .  213,245 

Brand,  Frederick  B .  270 

Caldwell,  C.  II.  B .  247 

Cooke,  A.  P .  238 

De  Gournay,  P.  F .  265,  266,  268,  269,  271 

Farragut,  D.  G .  206,  221,  234, 243, 249,  256 

Jackson,  C.  M .  272 
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Port  Hudson,  La. — Continued.  Page. 

Siege  of,  May  21  to  July  9,  1863. 

Reports  of 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A . . . - .  257,263 

Miles,  W.  R . . : .  265-271 

Palmer,  J.  S .  208, 209,  237 

Sage,  C.  H .  235 

Terry,  Edward . 257 

See  also  Abstract  logs,  etc.,  pp.  763-804;  Report  of  Banks,  pp.  263-265. 
Surrender  of,  July  9,  1863.  ^ 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Essex .  803 

Communication  from  D.  G.  Farragut .  386 

See  also  Port  Hudson,  La.  Siege  of,  pp.  230,  256, 260-265,  272. 

Porter,  Madam.  Mentioned .  106, 107 

Porter,  David  D. 

Appointed  to  command  in  Mississippi  River  above  New  Orleans .  393, 397, 

419,  432,  442 


Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  Randolph .  10 

Ellet,  Alfred  W . . .  19,  23,  31,  32 

Ellet,  John  A . . .  30,  31 

Emmons,  George  F .  420 

Farragut,  D.  G .  6, 11, 

12, 24, 25,  27, 28,  33,  37, 39,  70,  76,  77,  260,  337,  392,  393, 432 

Jenkins,  T.  A .  401 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  44,56,  737 

Palmer,  J.  S .  203,  221, 240, 253, 255 

Townsend,  Robert - •„ .  496 

Upton,  Daniel  P .  366 

Walke,  H .  13,18,250 

Mentioned .  5,  7-10, 14-16, 34-36, 42,  4£,  47-49, 51-54, 

59,61,72,  73,75,77-79,  82,83,122, 173, 174, 187-189,  202,  206,208, 215,217, 
238,  242,  252,  294,  331,  367,  377, 387, 404, 409, 423, 424, 491,  492, 494-496, 
567,  621,  629,  667,  674,  681,  728,  767,  775,  782,  783,  788,  791,  793,  803,  804 

Reports  of. 

Red  River,  La.  Blockade  of .  40 

Vicksburg,  Miss.  Passage  of,  by  U.  S.  rams  Lancaster  and  Switzer¬ 
land,  and  sinking  of  ram  Lancaster,  March  25,  1863 .  22 

Porter,  Henry  M. 

Mentioned . . .  323,  346,  353 

Report  of  operations  in  defense  of  Donaldsonville,  La .  347 

Porter,  Mary  C.  See  Mary  C.  Porter,  Bark. 

Port  Royal,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  600,  627,  635, 637,  652,  671,  729,  752 

Orders  for  movements .  740 

Portsmouth,  U.  S.  ship. 

Franklin,  S.  R.,  appointed  to  command .  565,  566 

Henry,  E.  W.,  appointed  to  command .  430 

Mentioned .  136, 160, 176,  282,  302,  315,  316,  332, 427, 429,  712,  774,  775 

Sartori,  L.  C.,  appointed  to  command .  609 

Portz,  Nicolas  Gaspard.  See  Mobile,  Ala. ,  French  consular  office  at. 

Potomac,  U.  S.  ship. 

Captures  made  by .  718 

Mentioned .  100,  282, 437,  605,  719-722 
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P  utter,  Edward  E.  Page. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  New  London .  343 

Mentioned .  353,506,594,763 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  New  London .  599 

Poutet,  Horace.  Mentioned . . .  146 

Powerful,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  707 

Powers,  Henry  P.  Mentioned .  128 

Powers,  Morris.  Mentioned  .  542 

Pratt,  Charles  W.  Mentioned . 282,636 

Pratt,  Edwin  B.  Mentioned .  144 

Pratt,  John  G.  Mentioned . . .  61 

Pray,  William  F.  Mentioned . 542 

Preble,  U.  S.  ship.  Destruction  of,  by  fire  off  Pensacola,  Fla.,  April  27, 

1863 . 162,163 


President,  C.  S. 

Correspondence  with  J.  C.  Pemberton . . .  88,807 

Mentioned .  99, 217,  563, 811 

President,  U.  S. 

Correspondence  with  N.  P.  Banks .  534 

Mentioned .  44,303,605 

Order  of,  regarding  passage  of  military  supplies  in  and  out  of  New  Orleans.  482 

Preston,  Charles.  Mentioned .  327,  354 

Price,  General.  See  General  Price,  U.  S.  S. 

Price,  John.  Mentioned .  556 

Price,  Sterling.  Mentioned . - .  261 

Prince,  Edward.  Mentioned .  211,225,227,776 

Princess  B-oyal,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . , .  445-454, 477-480 

Condition  of .  497 

Mentioned .  305,  313,  367,  395,  400,  405,  408-410, 413,  418-420, 

425,  455,  462, 465,  471,  475,  500,  505,  567,  665,  671,  707,  727,  781,  782,  804 

Operations. 

At  Donaldsonville,  La .  325- 

327,  329,  330,  333,  344,  347-349,  351-354,  357,  358,  360 

Off  Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico .  444- 

454, 456-461,  466, 467, 473,  474,  477-480, 483,  563 

On  coast  of  Texas . - . 510-512 

Orders  for  movements _  - .  344, 419, 466,  501 


Prizes 

Disposition  of .  133, 145, 164, 171, 172, 17b,  205,  318,  319, 508,  / 06,  715,  718 

Treatment  of  persons  captured  on .  389,  674-676 

See  also  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  Captures  made  by. 

Promotions.  Instructions  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  concerning .  633 

Prussian  Minister  to  the  United  States.  Mentioned .  469 

Purdie,  William  A.  Mentioned .  481 

Pushmataha,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  October  7,  1863  . --  6^4’61'^ 

Pylades,*H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  571-5/3,607 

Quaker  City,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  514 

Queen  of  the  West,*  C.  S.  S. 

Destruction  of,  April  14,  1863. 

Communications  from  Henry  W.  Morris .  136, 137 

Extract  from  diary  of  G.  W.  Baird .  137 


*  Formerly  U.  S.  S.  Queen  of  the  West. 
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Queen  of  the  West,  C.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Destruction  of,  April  14,  1863. 

Reports  of 

Banks,  N.  P . .  138, 139,264 

Cooke,  A.  P .  134 

Morris,  Henry  W .  135 

Mentioned .  9, 11-13,  15,  39, 

40,  55,  59,  60,  63-65,  71,  81,  96, 107, 108, 154, 157,  204,  508,  788,  818,  822 

Queen  of  the  West,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  22,  29,  38,  44,  263,  763 

Queen,  Sea.  See  Sea  Queen,  British  steamer. 

Queen,  Wave.  See  Wave  Queen,  British  steamer. 

Quig,  Henry  M.  Mentioned .  570 

It.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  171, 175, 176,  278, 412 

Condition  of .  318 

Jouett,  James  E.,  ordered  to  relieve  George  F.  Emmons  of  command -  140 

Mentioned .  197,  282,  319,  399,  756 

Operations  off  Mobile,  Ala .  198 

Orders  for  movements .  318 

Search  for  C.  S.  steamers  Alabama  and  Florida .  96,  97 

Rabb,  Henry.  Mentioned . 758 

Rachel  Seaman,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Captures  made  by . 159 

Condition  of .  297 

Mentioned .  96, 102, 156,  200,  205,  274,  282,  285,  321,  372,  754,  755 

Orders  for  movements .  95,  164,  395 

Radetzki,  Gustave  H.  Mentioned .  95,754 

Rains,  George  W.  Mentioned .  839 

Ramsay,  Francis  M.  Report  of  operations  in  Red  River .  678 

Ramsay,  J.  Gales.  Mentioned . 621 

Ramsay,  J.  W.  Mentioned .  598 

Range,  George.  Mentioned .  542 

Ranger,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  473,  474 

Ransom,  Thomas  E.  G. 

Correspondence  with  Frank  S.  Hesseltine .  746 

Mentioned .  697,725,736,742,744 

Report  of  occupation  of  Aransas  Pass,  Tex.,  November  17,  1863  .  681 

Rasini,  James  E.  Mentioned . 598 

Raton  del  Nilo,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  December  3,  1863 .  707,708 

Raymond,  Henry.  Mentioned . 542 

Read,  Abner. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  93 

Farragut,  D.  G .  323 

Kendall,  Lucian  H .  149 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  126, 150 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  127 

Death  of .  333-335,  337,  340,  355,  360, 361,  396,  409 

Mentioned .  152, 153, 165, 199,  253, 255,  282,  316,  326,  358,  359,  490,  755,  781,  782 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  New  London  and  appointed  to  command 

U.  S.  S.  Monongahela . 308 

Reports  of. 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex. 

Blockade  of . 128-130 

Boat  expedition  to,  April  18,  1863  .  147-150 
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Read,  Abner — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Tampico,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  April  3,  1863  .  114 

Read,  John  J.  Mentioned .  .  765 

Red  Chief,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 211 

Red  Jacket.  See  Grey  Jacket ,  Steamer. 

Red  River,  Louisiana. 

Blockade  of. 

Communications  from 

Farragut,  D.  G .  5,  6,  9, 10, 12,  25,  27,  33,  45,  46,  48, 49,  57,  61,  68,  70 

Porter,  David  D . . .  11,  29,  37 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Farragut,  D.  G .  77 

Morris,  H.  W .  68 

Reports  of 

Farragut,  D.  G .  3,47,54,72 

Gabaudan,  E.  C .  36 

Porter,  David  D .  40 

Walke,  H .  228 

See  also  Abstract  logs,  pp.  763-804. 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Banks,  N.  P .  57,  58, 172, 174, 188 

Farragut,  D.  G .  58,  75,  232 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Farragut,  D.  G . .  68,74,75 

Palmer,  James  S .  179 

Reports  of 

Banks,  N.  P .  264 

Ellet,  John  A .  41 

Palmer,  James  S .  187, 203 

Operations  in. 

Reports  of 

Ramsay,  Francis  M .  678 

Townsend,  Robert .  677 

Walke,  H .  202,220 

See  also  Abstract  logs,  etc.,  pp.  763-804. 

Reconnoissance  in,  and  engagement  at,  Fort  De  Russy,  La.,  May  3-5,  1863. 

Cooke,  A.  P. 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Estrella .  385 

Restored  to  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Estrella .  428, 435 

Reports  of 

Farragut,  D.  G . . .  78,294,295 

Foltz,  J.  M . .  82 

Hart,  John  E .  79-82 

Hervey,  W .  92 

Kelso,  J .  90-92 

King,  E.  T .  92 

Taylor,  R .  93 

Red  River,  Louisiana,  Commanding  officer,  Mouth  of.  Correspond¬ 
ence  with  Franklin  Gardner .  84 

Reed,  Cornelius.  Mentioned .  280 

Reed’s  Cavalry.  Mentioned . .  359,361 

Reeve,  John  J. 

Correspondence  with  John  S.  Bowen .  805 
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Reeve,  John  J. — Continued.  Page. 

Report  of  engagement  at  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  March  19,  1863 .  85 

Reid,  Robert  S.  Mentioned .  808 

Reindeer,  Bark.  Mentioned .  289 

Reliance,*  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  68,  73, 135-137, 173,  201, '283,  778,  780,  783 

Relief,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  758 

Relief,  U.  S.  storeship.  Mentioned .  158, 282 

Renshaw,  William  B.  Mentioned .  183 

Reserve,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  October  25,  1863  .  641 

Restless,  U.  S.  S.  bark.  Destruction  of  salt  works  on  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Fla., 

December  14  and  18,  1863 . . . . .  720-723 

Revenge,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  July  22,  1863  . —  406 

Reynolds,  Alfred  H.  Mentioned .  543 

Reynolds,  John  F.  Mentioned .  386 

Rhode  Island,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  373 

Mentioned . . .  273,  275 

Rhodes,  Robert.  Mentioned . 540,542,547 

Rice,  Captain.  Mentioned . . .  854 

Richard  O.  Bryan,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  July  4,  1862  .  373 

Richardson,  James  F.  Mentioned.. .  728,729 

Richmond,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  March  16  to  August  8,  1863 .  783-804 

Alden,  James,  appointed  to  command .  420 

Condition  of .  399,439,485,613 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A.,  appointed  to  command .  256 

Mentioned .  36, 45, 49,  50,  54,  67, 101, 105, 157, 282, 

283,  299,  334,  337,  338,  340,  351,  360,  367,  377,  378,  385,  396,  405,  408,  410, 
424,  433,  443,  600,  627,  635,  652,  671,  712,  739,  740,  752,  766,  768,  775-780 

Movements  of .  653,  657 

Operations  at  Port  Hudson,  La .  97,  98, 161, 

178,  219,  221,  222,  226,  234,  236,  237,  241,  245-247,  250,  256-259,  263,  409 

Orders  for  movements .  401,  404, 420, 427,  601,  633 

Ridley,  Alonzo.  Mentioned . 358 

Rinaldo,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned..... . . .  298 

Rio  Grande,  Captain  of  port,  Mouth  of.  Correspondence  with 

Strong,  J.  H .  662-664 

Woolsey,  M.  B .  474 

Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

Communications  from 

Bell,  H.  H .  289,474,694 

Farragut,  D.  G . 278 

Great  Britain,  U.  S.  minister  to . 201 

Maguire,  Rochfort . 693 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  British  vice-consul  at .  477 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at .  289,  374,  444,  457, 458,  460,  512 


State  Department,  U.  S. . 201,503,504,512 

Tamaulipas,  Governer  of .  460,473 

Tatham,  Edward . 47g 

w-  F .  620 

Woolsey,  M.  B .  444, 456, 457,  473, 474, 477, 478 


*  Afterwards  IT.  S.  S.  Hollyhock,  which  see. 
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Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico — Continued.  Page. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H .  95,  283, 

294,  316,  318,  431,  466,  483,  499-501,  601,  607,  673,  677,  701,  709,  731,  840 

Farragut,  D.  G .  187,308,316,370 

Morris,  H.  W .  162 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M . . 283,432 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  705 

Smith,  E.  Kirby .  832 

Reports  of 

Bee,  H.  P .  827,836 

Bell,  H.  H .  95, 103,  284-288,  321,  465,  469,  693 

Farragut,  D.  G . 319 

Gillis,  John  P . * .  593,725 

Henry,  E.  W .  383,  384 

Hill,  F.  S .  482,483 

Rolando,  H . v .  625 

Smith,  E.  Kirby .  832 

Strong,  J.  H . . .  668,694,741 

Woolsey,  M.  B .  466,467,510,563 

See  also  Abstracts  of  logs,  diaries,  etc.,  pp.  753-763;  Antona,  U.  S.  S.,  seiz¬ 
ure  of  commanding  officer  of,  from  a  Mexican  vessel,  by  Confederates,  July 
24,  1863,  pp.  413-418;  Atlantic,  hermaphrodite  brig,  seizure  of,  etc.,  pp. 
445-452;  Capture  of  schooner  Amelia  Ann  and  bark  Teresita,  pp.  688-690; 

Flying  Scud,  British  schooner,  capture  of,  pp.  452-454;  Seizures  made  by 
United  States  vessels  at  mouth  of  Rio  Grande,  November  4  and  5,  1863 , 
pp.  658-664;  Sir  William  Peel,  British  steamer,  seizure  of,  September  11, 

1863,  pp.  526,  567-581,  607,  625. 

Captures  made  off .  441, 445-454, 477-480, 

482,  486-189,  526,  567-581,  607,  625,  611,  647,  658-664,  688-690,  692,  707 
Joint  expedition  to,  October  27  to  November  3,  1863. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela .  647 

Communications  from 


Banks,  N.  P . 

Bee,  H.  P . 

Dana,  N.  J.  T . 

Orders  and  instructions,  H.  H.  Bell.. 
Reports  of 

Bee,  H.  P . 

Bell,  H.  H . 

Gillis,  John  P . 

Magruder,  J.  B . 

Strong,  J.  H . 

Ripple,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  18,  1863 

Rive,  Master.  Mentioned . 

Roanoke,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 

Roath,  Warrington  D. 

Appointed  to  command 

Antona,  U.  S.  S . 

Bohio,  U.  S.  brig . 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell . 

Mentioned . 

Robb,  Henry.  Mentioned . 

Robbins,  James.  Mentioned . 


.  647 

.  649 

.  648 

...  643,644 

.  649 

643,  644,  670 
.....  647 

.  650 

645,  646,  667 
...  197,278 

.  660 

...  123,301 


.  426 

.  422 

.  507 

506,  702,  763 
276,  286,  288 
.  4 
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Roberts,  Granville.  Mentioned .  20 

Robinson,  Jim.  Mentioned .  711 

Robinson,  Jobn.  Mentioned .  123 

Robinson,  Sallie.  See  Sallie  Robinson,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 

Robinson,  William.  Mentioned .  543, 554 

Rob  Roy,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  843,  844 

Rodgate, - .  Mentioned .  458 

Rodgers,  John  (Seaman).  Mentioned .  780 

Roe,  David  A.  Mentioned .  427,  729 

Roe,  Francis  A.  Mentioned .  61 

Roebuck,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  555, 845 

Roebuck,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  727 

Rogers,  James  H.  Mentioned .  648,713 

Rogers,  William  F.  Mentioned. . .. . . 811,813,816,822 

Rogers,  William  M.  Mentioned . . . . .  848 

Rolando,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  499-501,  607,  673,  709 

Haggart,  Thomas  C .  571 

Hood,  A.  W.  A .  572, 573 

Lamson,  C.  W .  612 

Mentioned  ....  469,  507, 510,  564-567, 575, 578,  604,  622,  632,  638,  639,  672,  710,  725 
Reports  of. 

Charleston,  Steamer.  Landing  of  prisoners  captured  on,  at  Port  Royal, 

S.  C . 389 

Manhasset,  U.  S.  coal  schooner.  Wreck  of,  near  Sabine  Pass .  696 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.  Blockade  of .  600, 614, 626,  679,  692,  703,  713,  723 

Seminole,  U.  S.  S.  Attitude  of,  toward  H.  B.  M.  S.  Buzzard .  625 

Sir  William  Peel,  British  steamer.  Seizure  of,  September  11,  1863 568- 

572, 576, 579 

Rolles,  John.  Mentioned .  543 

Rollins,  Henry  S.  P.  Mentioned .  547,  548 

Rosa,  Jose  Ignacio.  Mentioned .  144 

Rosalie  (or  Rosa  Lee),  Schooner.  Mentioned .  741 

Rosecrans,  William  S.  Mentioned .  70,  71, 206,  386,  394 

Rowland,  John.  Mentioned . 1 .  280 

Rowan,  Stephen  C.  Correspondence  with  G.  Y.  Fox .  123,  300,  301 

Royal  Yacht,  Confederate  schooner.  Capture  of,  April  15,  1862 .  142, 143 

Rugeley,  E.  S.  Mentioned .  749 

Rucker,  W.  W.  Correspondence  with  I.  N.  Brown .  826 

Ruiz,  Don  Manuel.  See  Tamaulipas,  Governor  of. 

Russ,  JohnS.  Mentioned .  481 

Russell,  Lord.  Mentioned . 201 

Russell,  Master.  Mentioned .  664 

Russell,  John  H.  Mentioned .  278,282,436 

Rust,  Albert.  Mentioned .  807 

Rutherford,  William  H.  Mentioned .  105 

Ruthven,  A.  S.  See  A.  S.  Ruthven,  Confederate  steamer. 

Ryan,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  543,554 

Ryder,  Mr.  Mentioned .  325 

Sabine  Pass,  Texas. 

Battle  of,  and  capture  of  U.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem.  See  Sabine 
Pass,  Tex.  Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-8,  1863. 
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Sabine  Pass,  Texas — Continued.  Page. 

Blockade  of. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga .  606 

Orders  and  instructions 

Bell,  H.  H .  93, 290,  293,  373, 374,  566,  709 

Gillis,  John  P .  626 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  153,  513 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H .  407,604 

Gillis,  John  P .  593 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  565 

Read,  A .  128-130 

Rolando,  H .  600,  614,  626,  679,  692,  703,  713,  723 

Walker,  W.  M .  373 

See  also  Calcasieu,  La.;  Mermentau  River. 

Boat  expedition  to,  April  18,  1863. 

Casualties .  149, 152 

Communication  from  J.  R.  M.  Mullany .  150 

Reports  of 

Griffin,  W.  H .  150-153 

Kendall,  Lucian  H . 149 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  147 

Read,  A .  147-150 

Scurry,  W.  R .  150, 151 

Captures  made  in  vicinity  of . .  114-120,  371,  373,  390,  406,  612,  614,  615 

Defense  of.  Order  of  J.  B.  Magruder .  129 

Driving  ashore  of  U.  S.  schooner  Manhasset  near,  and  capture  by  Confed¬ 
erates,  September  19,  1863. 

Communication  from  Leon  Smith .  841 

Report  of  Henry  Rolando .  626 

Joint  expedition  to,  and  capture  of  U.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem, 
September  7-8,  1863. 

Casualties .  .  535, 536, 541-548, 554 

Communications  from 

Bell,  H.  H .  520,541,566,590 

Gillis,  John  P .  525 

Magruder,  J.  B .  560 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  538 

Thatcher,  H.  K .  552 

Court  of  enquiry .  538,  539,  554 

Map .  530 

Orders  and  instructions. 


Bell,  H.  H .  492, 493, 506,  514, 516,  51 7, 519,  520, 525 

Gillis,  John  P .  519 

Magruder,  J.  B .  555 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  738 

Proposed  commissioning  as  Confederate  cruisers,  the  captured  steam¬ 
ers,  Clifton  and  Sachem .  840 

Reports  of 

Banks,  N.  P .  532-535 

Bell,  H.  H .  515,519,521,526,535,539,551 

Crocker,  Frederick .  539, 542-549 

Dana,  W.  H .  522,535-537 

Dowling,  R.  W . . . 

Farragut,  D.  . .  554 
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Sabine  Pass,  Texas — Continued.  Page. 

Joint  expedition  to,  and  capture  of  U.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  feachem, 
September  7-8,  1863. 

Reports  of 

Franklin,  W.  B .  527,  532 

Gillis,  John  P . 517,518,593 

Johnson,  Amos .  543,  552-554 

Lamson,  C.  W .  523 

Madigan,  John . 524,539 

Magruder,  J.  B .  560-562 

Nested,  D.  D.  T .  549 

Odium,  F.  H . - . .  557,558 

Smith,  Leon .  555-557 

Tibbits,  H .  523,  548 

Weitzel,  G .  531 

Statement  of  James  G.  Taylor . . . - .  551 

Movement  of  Confederate  vessels  at.  Report  of  A.  Buchel .  842 

Sachem,  U.  S.  S. 


Capture  of.  See  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.  Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-8, 1863. 
Mentioned..  73,  75, 106, 131, 135-137, 173, 179, 188, 196,  208,  251, 254,  255,  262,  282, 
367,  379,  391, 506, 514,  515, 517-544,  546-549, 551-554, 556, 558-560,  566, 
581, 588,  590,  594,  604, 614, 632,  725,  767,  768,  772,  784-786, 803,  842,  847 

Operations  in  vicinity  of  Berwick  Bay,  La .  380,  381 

Orders  for  movements .  68, 108,  207, 376, 377, 428, 492 

Sage,  Clinton  H. 

Mentioned .  224, 232,  233,  238 

Report  of  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  La.. . . .  235 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Fla.  Destruction  of  salt  works  in,  December  14  and  18, 

1863. 


Communications  from 

Bell,  H.  H . . .  722 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . . . . . . .  722 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H .  721 

Crissey,  Edwin .  720 

Farragut,  D.  G .  723 

Gibson,  A .  720 

St.  Charles,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned.  120,518,523,527,530,531,636,768 

St.  Clair,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  667,678,688 

St.  Joseph’s  Island,  Tex.  Capture  of  boat’s  crew  from  U.  S.  bark  William  G. 

Anderson  at,  May  3,  1863. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  bark  William  G.  Anderson .  168 

General  order  of  J.  B.  Magruder .  169 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H .  167 

Hill,  Frederic  S .  167 

Hobby,  E.  E .  168 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  166 

Saint  Mary’s,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  256, 

311,  336,  350,  352,  354, 397, 681,  782,  783,  787,  793 

St.  Maurice,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  768,  784,  793 

Sallie  Robinson,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  329, 

332,  349-351, 355,  356,  358,  359,  775,  781,  785,  790,  791,  793,  797 

Sally  Ann,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  480 

Sam  Houston,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned .  198,202,205,282,373,480,603 
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Sampson,  Albert  P.  Mentioned . .  487 

Samuel  Lindsey,  Coal  brig.  Mentioned . _ .  686,  701 

Sanchez,  Juan.  Mentioned .  856 

Sanders,  Morton  W.  Mentioned .  759 

Sanford,  Mary.  See  Mary  Sanford,  U.  S.  S. 

Sangster,  W.  H.  Mentioned .  847 

San  Jacinto,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  464 

San  Luis  Pass,  Texas.  Captures  made  off . . .  388 

Santiago,  Confederate  schooner.  Orders  for  movements .  840 

Sarah,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned .  594,  595 

Sarah  Bladen,  Schooner.  Burning  of,  December  11,  1863  .  856 

Sarah  Bruen,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned .  248,282 

Sarah  Jane,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  480 

Sargeant, - .  Mentioned .  137 

Sargent,  Charles  S.  Mentioned .  75 

Sargent,  D.  See  I).  Sargent,  Sloop. 

Sartori,  Lewis  C. 

Appointed  to  command 

Monongahela,  U.  S.  S .  429 

Portsmouth,  U.  S.  ship .  609 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  460 

Mentioned .  136,  282,  302,  426,  430,  440 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela  and  appointed  to  com¬ 
mand  U.  S.  S.  Oneida .  565, 566 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Sea  Lion,  May  9,  1863 . 176 

Saunders,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  778 

Saunders  &  Son.  Mentioned .  611 

Savage,  Thomas.  See  Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consular  officers  at. 

Savery,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  103 

Saxan,  Theodore.  Mentioned .  1  468 

Sayers,  Joseph  D.  Mentioned .  821 

Schirmer,  Louis  A.  Mentioned .  266,271 

Schley,  Winfield  S.  Correspondence  with 

Smith,  Melancton . 101 

Terry,  E..... .  226,235 

Schlickum,  Julius.  Mentioned .  611 

Schrien,  George.  Mentioned .  442 

Science,  British  bark.  Seizure  of .  648,  658-664,  692, 693 

Sciota,  U.  S.  S. 

Cruise  from  Galveston  to  Tampico,  Mexico,  and  return,  June  26  to  July 

11,  1863  .  382-385 

Mentioned .  93, 120, 165, 179,  205, 274,  282, 

284,  321,  372,  389,  397,  407,  469, 475,  510,  671,  708,  710,  754-756,  760,  761 

Operations. 

In  Matagorda  Bay,  Tex.,  December  29-31,  1863  .  741-750 

Off  Galveston,  Tex .  139 

Orders  for  movements .  290,  293, 317,  318,  701 

Perkins,  George  H.,  appointed  to  command .  430 

Raising  of,  and  condition .  485 

Sinking  of,  by  U.  S.  S.  Antona,  July  14,  1863 .  388,  391,  396 

Scott,  Mr.  Mentioned .  391 

Scott,  Francis  F.  Mentioned .  355 

Scott,  Thomas  A.  See  Thomas  A.  Scott,  Steamer. 

Scovel,  Louis  L.  Mentioned,.,.,, .  486 
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Scurry,  William  R.  PaSe- 

Correspondence  with  J.  N.  Barney .  808,817 

Beport  of  boat  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  April  18, 1863  .  150, 151 

Sea  Drift,*  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  June  22,  1863 .  316,  317,  760 

Sea  Foam,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.  Mentioned .  282 

Sea  Lion,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  9,  1863 . 175, 176, 198,  278 

Seal,  Charlotte,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  665 

Seaman,  Rachel.  See  Rachel  Seaman,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Sea  Queen,  British  steamer.  Mentioned  . . .  374, 413, 414, 467,  500,  511, 513,  827,  836 

Sears,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned . - .  660 

Seawell,  William  B.  Mentioned .  265 

Sebago,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements .  664 

Secretary  of  Navy,  C.  S.  Mentioned .  858 

For  correspondence,  see  Navy  Department,  C.  S. 

Secretary  of  Navy,  U.  S.  Mentioned . —  28,35,187,490,629,630 

For  correspondence,  see  Navy  Department,  TJ.  S. 

Secretary  of  State,  U.  S.  Mentioned .  204,  291,  469,  580,  581 

For  correspondence,  see  State  Department,  U.  S. 

Secretary  of  Treasury,  XT.  S.  Mentioned .  155 

For  correspondence,  see  Treasury  Department,  U.  S. 

Secretary  of  War,  TJ.  S.  Mentioned . . . . . 52,53 

For  correspondence,  see  War  Department,  TJ.  S. 

Seddon,  James  A.  See  War  Department,  C.  S. ;  also  Secretary  of  War,  C.  S. 

Selma,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  480,  590,  705 


Selma,  Ala.,  Naval  Gun  Foundry  and  Ordnance  Works,  Commandant 

of.  See  Jones,  Catesby  ap  R. 


Seminole,  U.  S.  S. 

Attitude  of,  toward  H.  B.  M.  S.  Buzzard,  off  the  Rio  Grande,  September 

15,1863... .  607,625 

Captures  made  by .  526,  567-581 

Condition  of . . . .  703 

McNair,  F.  V.,  relieved  of  command  of . . .  431 

Mentioned .  390, 469,  474,  475,  506, 507, 

510,  518,  520,  536, 588,  592-5Sa,  604,  613,  627,  632,  672,  709,  713,  723,  725 

Movements  of . 389 

Operations  off  Sabine  Pass,  Tex . . .  600, 614,  626,  679,  692,  703 

Orders  for  movements .  499-501, 564, 565,  673 

Semmes,  Oliver  J. 

Correspondence  with  T.  A.  Faries .  850 

Mentioned  .  64,66,361,380,823-825 

Semmes,  Raphael.  Mentioned .  394, 625 

Seward,  Frederick  W.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  TJ.  S .  116 

Seward,  William.  Mentioned .  778 

Seward,  William  H.  See  Secretary  of  State,  TJ.  8.;  also  State  Department,  TJ.  S. 

Sexton,  Augustus  W.  Correspondence  with  T.  E.  G.  Ransom .  681 

Seyburn,  Isaac  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  507,732 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  434 

Mentioned .  506,510,596,741 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Reserve,  October  25,  1863  .  641 

Shankland,  William  F. 

Correspondence  with  Janies  S.  Knight .  163 

Report  of  destruction  of  TJ.  S.  ship  Preble,  April  27,  1863 .  162 


*  Alias  Defiance. 
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Shannon,  DenmanW.  Mentioned . 358,361,362 

Shaw,  John  A.  Mentioned . 124 

Shaw,  Luke.  Mentioned . .  707 

Shaw,  W.  Nelson. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter  . . .  810 

Mentioned . .  ^ . . . . . . .  872 

Shea,  William.  Mentioned . . . .  .  778 

Sheldon,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 738 

Shepard,  Edwin  M. 

Mentioned . . .  234,  248,  778,  782 

Testimonials  to,  for  efficient  service  at  naval  battery,  siege  of  Port  Hudson. 256-259 

Shepherd  (or  Shepard) ,  John  A.  Mentioned .  358 

Shepley,  George  F.  See  Louisiana,  Military  governor  of. 

Sheppard,  Captain.  Mentioned . 854 

Sherman,  Thomas  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Clark,  Thomas  S . 725 

Morris,  H.  W . .  96,141,160,163 

Spear,  A.  T . .  730 

Weitzel,  Godfrey . . . . ...t .  96,531 

Mentioned . . . . .  123, 131,  209,  215,  221,  316 

Report  of  operations  in  Ponchatoula  River. .  103 

Sherman,  William  Tecumseh.  Mentioned _ _  9,  386,  392-394,  400,  4i9,  420 

Sherwood,  William  R.  Mentioned .  693 

Ship  Island,  Miss. 

Correspondence  regarding  expected  attack  upon. 

Communications  from 

Banks,  N.  P . 434 

Bell,  H.  H . 434,470 

Farragut,  D.  G . 490 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H .  435,437,438,564 

Gillis,  John  P .  438 

Reports  of 

Bell,  II.  H... .  435,469 

Gillis,  John  P .  436 

Operations  at. 

Communications  from  II.  H.  Bell .  180 

Reports  of 

Adams,  H.  A.,  jr .  370 

Bell,  H.  II . 158 

Repair  of  vessels  at .  202 

Ship  Island,  Miss.,  Commanding  officer  at.  Correspondence  with  J.  P. 

Gillis .  438 


Shock,  William  H. 

Mentioned . . . 

Reports  of. 

Engineer  department.  Deficiency  of  supplies... 
Sir  William  Peel,  British  steamer.  Condition  of 

Shubrick,  William  B.  Mentioned . 

Shuster,  Mr.  Mentioned . 

Sibley,  Henry  Hastings.  Mentioned . 

Sickles,  Mr.  Mentioned . 


368,  425,  427,  574 


.  717 

.  578 

.  144 

. . 753 

42,  65, 152,  380,  821,  823,  824 
. .  429 
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Signal  (No.  8),  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 

Silva,  Frank.  Mentioned . 

Simmesport,  La.  Affairs  at. 
Communications  from 

Farragut,  D.  G . 

Stone,  Charles  P . 

Report  of  H.  Walke . - . . 

Simms,  Charles  Carroll. 

Correspondence  with  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones 

Mentioned . 

Simonton,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with  Gadi  Herren . 

Mentioned . 

Sir  William  Peel,  British  steamer. 

Mentioned . . . 


Page. 

849,  850 
442 


232 

232 

220 


.  839 

856-858 


.  125 

.  811 

370,  374,  413,  414,  417,  431,  433, 456, 


457,  459,  460,  465-467,  475,  500,  503,  511,  513,  592,  593,  604,  619,  620,  763 

Seizure  of,  September  11,  1863 .  526,  567-581,  607,  625 

Skinner,  H.  F.  (or  H.  B. ).  Mentioned .  61 

Skinner,  Henry.  Mentioned . . .  598 

Slamm,  Charles  W.  Mentioned .  783 

Slave  trade.  Communications  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  concerning —  169 

Slaves.  See  Fugitive  slaves;  also  Contrabands. 

Smith,  Master.  Mentioned . - .  182 

Smith,  Clay.  Mentioned .  551,  552 

Smith,  E.  Kirby. 

Correspondence  with 

Magruder,  J.  B .  560,561,650,831-833,840 

Taylor,  R . - .  822 

Mentioned .  61,  70,  72-75.  224,  227,  232,  237,  238,  304 

Reports  of. 

Berwick  Bay,  La.  Operations  in  vicinity  of . ' _  817 

Matamoras,  Mexico.  Proposed  purchase  of  war  vessel  at . . .  832 

Smith,  Elisha  B.  Mentioned . „ . .  316 

Smith,  Frank.  Mentioned .  283 

Smith,  J.  F.  Mentioned .  714 

Smith,  J.  W. 

Mentioned . . . .  462,  465,  511,  674, 676 

Reports  of. 

Artist,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  August  15,  1863  .  461 

Cariuita,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  14,  1863  .  461 

Florrie,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  October  2,  1863  .  608 

Mary  Campbell,  Schooner.  Recapture  of,  November  14,  1863 .  675 

Smith,  James.  Mentioned .  495 

Smith,  Leon. 

Appointed  to  command  C.  S.  Naval  force  at  Galveston,  Tex .  855 

Correspondence  with 

Buchel,  Augustus .  841 

Magruder,  J.  B .  852 

Turner,  E.  P . .  852 

Mentioned .  536, 550,  560, 561,  829,  831 

Reports  of. 

Marine  Department  of  Texas.  Condition  and  operations .  835, 

837,  841,  845,  853 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.  Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-8,  1863 _ _  555-557 


INDEX. 


947 


Page. 

Smith,  Marshal  J.  See  Marshal  J.  Smith,  Confederate  schooner. 

Smith,  Marshal  J.  Correspondence  with  Paul  F.  De  Gournay .  266,  269 


Smith,  Melancton. 

Correspondence  with 

Dana,  W.  H .  101 

Farragut,  D.  G .  236 

Macomb,  William  H...  . 101 

Schley,  Winfield  S .  101 

_  Mentioned ..... . .  44,  46,  49,  58,  63, 106, 255,  282,  308,  787 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela .  104 

Smith,  Melancton,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  63 

Smith,  Niles  H.  Mentioned .  555,  556,  558,  559 

Smith,  Randell.  Mentioned . .  543j  554 

Smith,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  524,543 

Smith,  T.  Kilby.  Mentioned  . . .  260,  774 

Smith,  Warren  D. 

Correspondence  with  commanding  officer  at  Donaldsonville .  323 

Mentioned . 273 

Smith,  William  (Commodore,  U.  S.  N. ).  Mentioned .  105, 

132, 166,  372,  437,  504,  582,  642 

For  correspondence  see  Navy  Yard,  Pensacola,  Fla.,  Commandant  of. 

Smith.  William  (Lieutenant,  C.  S.  A.).  Mentioned .  821 

Smith,  William  Sooy. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  IJ.  S .  162 

Mentioned .  141 

Smoker,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  595 

Snyder,  - - -.  Mentioned .  85,  89 

Solar,  Joseph  G.  See  Rio  Grande,  Captain  of  port,  Mouth  of. 

Soler,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned .  182 

Sol  Wilder,  Bark.  Mentioned . 486,487 

Sorley,  James.  Mentioned .  812 

Southern  Merchant,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  592 

Southern  Star,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  195 

Southerner,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  235 

Spaight,  Ashley  W.  Mentioned .  129,556 

Spanish  Minister  to  the  United  States.  Mentioned .  450,  689,  690 

Spear,  Alden  T. 

Mentioned .  1 24, 282 

Report  of  operations  in  Lake  Pontchartrain,  La .  130 


Special  orders. 

Confederate .  .  129,  829,  831,  855 

Union .  274,  669,  677 

Spencer,  George.  Mentioned . 303 

Spencer,  J.  M.  Correspondence  with  J.  C.  Denis .  599 

Spencer,  Thomas  S.  Mentioned .  480 

Spilker,  Herman.  Mentioned .  543 

Sportsman,  Ordnance  ship.  Mentioned .  405 

Sprague,  William  H.  Mentioned .  596 

Stafford,  Peter.  Mentioned . - .  285-288,758 

Stancel,  Jesse.  Mentioned . 753 

Stanclift,  John  H.  Mentioned .  357 

Stanton,  Edwin  M.  See  Secretary  of  War,  U.  S.;  also  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Star,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  30,  1863  .  279,  280,  283,  285-288,  758 

Star,  Lone.  See  Lone  Star,  Confederate  steamer. 
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Star,  Morning.  See  Morning  Star,  U.  S.  mail  steamer, r 
Star,  Southern.  See  Southern  Star,  Steamer. 


Starlight,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  775,776,790 

Starlight,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  211,783 

Starrett,  Adrian  C. 

Mentioned . - .  427 


Report  of  quantity  and  condition  of  ordnance  at  New  Orleans 
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State  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Buchanan,  Franklin .  829 

War  Department,  C.  S .  848 

State  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

British  charge  d’affaires  to  the  U.  S .  504 

British  minister  to  the  United  States .  116 

Great  Britain,  U.  S.  minister  to — . .  201 

London,  U.  S.  consul  at .  190,  619 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at .  374, 512 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  116, 119, 172,  201,  291,  292,  416,  503,  512,  619,  631,  689 

War  Department,  U.  S . —  303 

Stearns,  Albert.  Report  of  attack  on  Plaquemine,  La.,  .Tune  18,  1863 -  305 

Steedman,  Isaiah  G.  W.  Mentioned .  267 

Steele,  Frederick.  Mentioned .  15 

Steers,  George.  Mentioned . 300 

Stell,  Colonel.  See  Colonel  Stell,  Confederate  steamer. 

Stephenson,  George  B.  Mentioned . - .  576-578 

Stepheny,  Barge.  Burning  of,  December  10,  1863 . 856 

Sternhoff,  Henry.  Mentioned .  815 

Sterrett,  John  H.  Report  of  condition  of  transport  vessels  in  Marine  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Texas .  845 

Stevens,  Confederate  gunboat.  Mentioned .  824 

Stevenson,  Carter  B. 

Correspondence  with  .1.  C.  Pemberton .  88,89,814,815 

Reports  of. 

Vicksburg,  Miss. 

Operations  against  and  about .  85,  86 

Passage  of,  by  U.  S.  rams  Lancaster  and  Switzerland,  and  sinking 

of  ram  Lancaster,  March  25,  1863 .  806 

Stevenson,  John  H.  Mentioned .  356,445,453,511 

Stewart,  Captain.  Mentioned .  368 

Stewart,  Ellen  P.  See  Ellen  P.  Stewart,  Schooner. 

Stewart,  James.  Mentioned .  543 

Stewart,  John  (Landsman).  Mentioned . 167,168 

Stewart,  John  (Seaman).  Mentioned .  543 

Stickney,  Albert.  Mentioned .  307,  309 

Stillwell,  James. 

Mentioned .  282 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Pinola .  690 

Stone,  B.  Warren.  Mentioned . . .  233,237,361 

Stone,  Charles  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  LI .  639,641,668 

Dunham,  R.  T . 621 

Emmons,  George  F .  410 

Farragut,  D.  G . .  232 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A .  378, 409, 410 

Townsend,  Robert . 686 
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Stone,  Charles  P. — Continued. 
Mentioned . 


Page. 

326,  476,  621,  667,  673,  687 


.Report  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  Berwick  Bay,  La . .  732 

Stone,  John.  Mentioned .  280 

Stouder,  H.  Report  of  capture  of  Brashear  City,  La .  312 

Stowell,  Lord.  Cited.  Mentioned .  398 

Strapp,  D.  M.  Mentioned .  811 

Stribling,  Cornelius  K.  Mentioned .  412,502 

For  correspondence  see  Navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  Commandant  of. 

Strong,  James  H. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela .  566 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  644 

Dana,  N.  J.  T . 648 

Rio  Grande,  Captain  of  the  port,  Mouth  of .  662-664 

Mentioned .  470,  566,  590,  610,  635,  641,  643,  645, 


647,  670,  672,  679,  681,  682,  688,  693,  699-702,  731,  736,  741,  744,  745,  748 


Reports  of. 

Aransas  Pass,  Tex.  Occupation  of,  November  17,  1863 .  679 

Matagorda  Bay,  Tex.  Joint  operations  in,  December  29  to  31, 1863.  741-743 

Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.  Joint  operations  at .  694,  698,  702,  736 

Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  . .  668,  694,  741 

Joint  expedition  to,  October  27  to  November  3,  1863 .  645,  646,  667 

Vessels  seized  at  mouth  of,  November '4  and  5,  1863  .  661,  663 

Styx,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  293,  758,  759 

Suffolk,  17.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  527,  530,  552,  716,  717,  802 

Sulakowski,  Valery.  Correspondence  with 

Barney,  J.  N . - .  805,816 

Carrington,  W.  T .  555 

Sullivan,  John.  Mentioned .  446,452,554 

Sullivan,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  778,  780 

Sullivan,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  543 

Sumner,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  729 

Mentioned .  730 

Sumter,*  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  370,402,500 

Sunflower,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  845 

Supply,  U.  S.  storeship. 

Mentioned . .  '  ^02 

Movements  of .  ^72 

Supply  vessels,  U.  S.  Orders  for  movements .  564, 695,  709 

Surget,  Eustace.  Correspondence  with  J.  Kelso .  90,  91 

Surprise,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned .  458 

Susquehanna,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  144, 145 

Mentioned .  58,100,105,132,141 

Sutter,  William.  Mentioned .  543,554 

Swain,  Edward  A. 

Appointed  to  command  C.  S.  S.  Gunnison . - .  848 

Correspondence  with  John  W.  Bennett .  849 

Swaney,  John.  Mentioned . - .  68 ' 


*  Alter  wards  known  as  Gibraltar. 
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Swann,  Robert  P.  H'e 

Mentioned . - .  67,76,  234,  246,  766 

Testimonials  to,  for  efficient  service  at  naval  battery,  siege  of  Port  Hud¬ 
son . - .  256-259 

Swartwout,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  136 

Sweeny,  Charles.  Mentioned . 4,763 

Swift,  John.  Mentioned . 543 

Swift,  John  L.  Mentioned .  ”6 

Swinnerton,  Samuel  A.  Mentioned .  177 

Switzerland,  U.  S.  ram. 

Ellet,  John  A.,  appointed  to  command .  31 

Engagement  near  Simmesport,  La.,  June  3,  1863 .  220 

Mentioned .  H,  13, 15-27, 

29,  70,  72,  73,  75,  77,  78, 178, 179, 187,  202-204,  241,  254,  255,  366,  764-767 

Operations  in  Mississippi  and  Red  rivers,  March  28  to  May  17,  1863  .  41-43 

Orders  for  movements .  30-32,  34,  38,  68,  69 

Passage  of  Vicksburg  batteries,  March  25,  1863  .  16-26, 

29,  30,  35,  40,  46,  49-53,  86,  806 

Sybil,  English  schooner.  Mentioned . . 414 

Sykes,  Steamer.  Mentioned . .  235,239,241,306,309 

Syrena,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  October  21,  1863  .  635,  636 

Talbot,  W.  H.  Report  of  capture  of  Brashear  City,  La .  312 

Tamaulipas,  Mexico,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H . 415,574,575 

Matamoras,  U.  S.  consul  at'. . . . . . .  457, 460 

Milino  &  Co . 575 

Woolsey,  M.  B .  444,473 

Tampico,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  April  3,  1863  .  114-120, 129, 133 

Tampico,  Mexico.  Affairs  at. 

Communications  from  U.  S.  consul  at  Tampico,  Mexico .  384,441,594 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H . . . . .  318,507 

Farragut,  D.  G . - . „ .  308 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H . 321,382 

Henry,  E.  W . 383 

Tampico,  Mexico,  British  consul  at.  Mentioned .  .  115,  383,  595 

Tampico,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Correspondence  with 

Henry,  E.  W . . .  384 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 594 

New  Orleans,  Collector  of  customs  at . .  441 

Mentioned .  290,  308,  318,  321,  383,  423,  507,  510,  673,  761 

Tarver,  Edward  R.  Mentioned . _ .  649,683,684 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General  see  Bee,  H.  P. 

Tassara,  Gabriel  Garcia  y.  See  Spanish  minister  to  the  United  States. 

Tatham,  Edward.  Correspondence  with  British  consul  at  Matamoras,  Mex¬ 
ico  .  478 

Taylor,  George  (Acting  master).  Mentioned . .  142,168,421,431 

Taylor,  George  (Fireman).  Mentioned . 352,353 

Taylor,  James  G. 

Mentioned .  128, 147-149, 152,  516,  517 

Statement  regarding  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  September  7-8, 1863.551,  552 
Taylor,  John.  Mentioned . 543 
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Taylor,  Richard.  Page. 

Mentioned . .  42,  58, 59, 

68,  70,  71,  73,  75,  78,  84, 139, 152,  254,  265,  310,  329,  336,  562,  817,  818,  820 

Reports  of. 

Berwick  Bay,  La.  Operations  in  vicinity  of .  822 

Diana,  U.  S.  S.  Capture  of,  March  28,  1863 .  113 

Fort  De  Russy,  La.  Engagement  at,  May  4,  1863  .  93 

TeafF, - .  Mentioned . . .  136 

Tecumseh,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  751 

Temple,  Philip  G.  Mentioned.. . 95,753 

Tennessee,  C.  S.  ironclad. 

Fitting  out  of . 856-859 

Mentioned .  590,705,737,751 

Tennessee,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  632 

Hill,  F.  S.,  appointed  to  command . . .  637 

Mentioned .  132, 184, 199-201,  205,  282,  284,  315, 

375,  376,  378,  379,  386,  387,  390-393,  395-397,  399,  401,  404,  406,  422-433, 
471,  497,  505,  506,  510,  512,  534,  592,  593,  597,  671,  775,  780,  781,  801-804 
Operations  in  Mississippi  River. 

At  Port  Hudson,  La . 239,  250,  252,  253,  255,  256 

Defense  of  Donaldsonville,  La . 333, 

336-338,  340,  341,  343,  344,  346,  349-352,  359-361 

Operations  off  coast  of  Texas . .  622,  623 

Orders  for  movements .  200,  302,  501,  502,  606,  607 

Temporary  flagship  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  395 

Wiggin,  George,  ordered  to  relieve  E.  W.  Henry  of  command .  435,508 

Tenney,  Joseph  F.  Mentioned .  61,65 

Teresita,  Spanish  bark.  Capture  of .  688-690 

Terry,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  Winfield  S.  Schley .  226,  235 

Mentioned . 218,  221,  234,  246,  776,  786,  796,  798,  799 

Report  of  operation  of  naval  battery  at  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  La .  257 

Testimonials  to,  for  efficient  service  at  naval  battery,  siege  of  Port  Hud¬ 
son  .  256-259 

Terry,  William  F.  Mentioned .  783 

Texana,  Bark.  Destruction  of,  June  8,  1863  .  828 

Texas.  Blockade  of  coast  of. 

Communications  from 

Bell,  H.  H . 469,686 

Farragut,  D.  G  . .  368 

Gillis,  John  P. 

Appointed  to  command .  422,  505-507 

Deferred  departure  for .  436 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M. 

Appointed  to  command . 431 

Relieved  of  command .  505-507 

Observations  of  Pilot  Crone .  623 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  PI .  402,  501 , 505-508,  564,  565,  601,  606,  607,  622,  677,  709,  733 

Farragut,  D.  G .  387 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  161 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H . - . 321, 510,  604, 632,  708 

Farragut,  D.G .  691 
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Texas.  Blockade  of  coast  of — Continued.  1>a?e- 

Reports  of 

Gillis,  John  P .  588,  593,  622, 638, 672,  701,  710,  740 

See  also  Abstracts  of  logs,  diaries,  etc.,  pp.  753-763;  Aransas  Pass,  Tex.;  Gal¬ 
veston,  Tex.;  Lavaca,  Tex.;  Matagorda,  Tex.;  Pass  CaraMo,  Ter.; 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex. 

Texas,  British  consul  for.  Mentioned .  118 

Texas,  Marine  Department  of,  9-  S.  Condition  and  operations. 

List  of  gunboats . 647 

List  of  transports . . .  845 

Orders  and  instructions,  J.  B.  Magruder  — .  831,851 

Reports  of 

Mason,  C.  M . 830 

Smith,  Leon .  835,  837,  841,  845,  853 

Sterrett,  John  H .  845 

Texas,  Provost-marshal-general  of.  Mentioned . - .  539 

Texas  Tfoops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate). 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  1st  (Cook’s),  557-561,  830;  Battery  F  (Davis 
Guards),  556,  558,  561,  562. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Daniel’s,  849;  Gonzales’,  365;  Haldeman’s, 

380;  Yalverde,  111,  821,  823,  834. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  13th,  110-112.  Companies:  Daly’s,  556.  Regi¬ 
ments:  1st,  94,  750,  753,  754;  1st  Partisan  Rangers  (Lane’s), 

361;  2d  Partisan  Rangers*  (Stone’s),  237,  358,  359,  361,  364;  2d, 
Mounted  Rifles  (Pyron’s),  853;  3d,  Arizona  Brigade  (Phillips’ ) , 
239,361,363;  4th  (Hardeman’s),  358,361;  5th  (Shannon’s),  358, 

361,  362,  822;  7th  (Herbert’s),  358,  361,  820;  33d  (Duff’s),  281; 

35th  (Brown’s),  748,  750. 

Infantry — Battalions:  Griffins  21st.  Companies:  C,  151, 152;  D  (Cook’s), 
150-152,  555,  556,  558;  F  (Bickley’s),  555,  558;  Spaight’s,  556, 

830.  Regiments:  8th  ( Company  D),  169;  20th  (Elm ore’s)  556, 558. 

Texas  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union).  Cavalry — Regiments:  1st,  95. 

Thatcher,  Henry  K. 

Assumes  command  of  Mobile  blockade . - .  601 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H  _ _ _ _ ^ .  609,627,633,652,696,711,729 

Jenkins,  T.  A .  711,  739 

Johnson,  Amos .  552 

McCann,  W.  P .  714 

Navy  Department, .U.  S . . .  502, 552 

Mentioned  .  490,  526,  632,  637,  655,  670,  674,  675,  691,  724,  733,  740 


Relieved  of  command  of  Mobile  blockade . 

Reports  of. 

Albert,  or  Wenona,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  November  29,  1863. 
Grey  Jacket,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  December  31,  1S63 . 


..  752 

..  704 

..  753 

Marshal  J.  Smith,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  December  9,  1863 .  713,715 

Mobile,  Ala.  Blockade  of .  610,623,628,634,641,712 

Thayer,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  841 

Thayer,  Charles  M.  Mentioned .  692 

Theron,  M.  Benjamin.  See  Galveston,  Tex.,  French  consular  agent  at. 

Thomas  A.  Scott,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 646,647,685 

Thomas,  Lorenzo.  Mentioned .  89 

Thomas,  N.  P.  S.  Mentioned .  768 

Thomas,  N.  W.  See  N.  IF.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 


*  Mentioned  also  as  Six  til  Texas  Cavalry. 
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P&gG. 

Thomas,  S.  M.  Mentioned .  ojq 

Thompson,  Master.  Mentioned . . . ’”””  568  569 

Thompson,  Charles.  Mentioned .  ’  194 

Thompson,  Frederick  H.  Mentioned . ”  353 

Thompson,  J ohn  ( Seaman,  C.  S.  N. ) .  Mentioned .  ”  598 

Thompson,  John  (Seaman,  U.S.N.).  Mentioned . "."””543,554 

Thompson,  William  G.  Mentioned... .  682 

Thornton,  Charles  C.  G.  Mentioned .  482 

Thorpe,  T.  B.  Mentioned .  599 

Tibbits,  Howard. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  492,516,606  725 

Mentioned. . .  515,  521,  525,  544,  552-554’  702 

Report  of  joint  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  September  7-8,  1863. . .  523,  548 

Ticonderoga,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . . . .  123 

Time  and  Tide,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  240,  304,  782,  793,  799 

Tioga,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . ‘  goo 

Titus,  James  H.  Mentioned .  447,448,452 

Tod,  David.  Mentioned . . .  127 

Todd, - .  Mentioned . . . . .  381 

Todd,  Alex.  Mentioned . . .  734 

Toomey,  Dennis.  Mentioned . . .  543 

Torpedo  boats 

At  Mobile,  Ala . , . .  705,  848,  849 

Letter  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  regarding  attempt  to  blow  up  U.  S.  S. 

New  Ironsides  by .  634 

Orders  of  H.  H.  Bell  to  show  no  quarter  to  persons  employed  on .  696, 697 

Torpedoes.  Location  of,  in  Mobile  Bay .  828 

Townsend,  Robert. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H .  491,567 

Emmons,  George  F. .  408 

Farragut,  D.  G... .  250,338 

Foster,  A.  P . 496 

Ramsay,  Frank  M.. .  678 

Stone,  Charles  P .  686 

Mentioned . .  263,  337,  344, 493,  780,  783 

Reports  of. 

Berwick  Bay,  La.  Operations  in  vicinity  of .  667 

Donaldsonville,  La.  Naval  operations  in  defense  of .  339 

Mississippi  River.  Operations  in .  494-497,502,728 

Plaquemine,  La.  Operations  at .  687 

Red  River.  Operations  in .  677 

Trading  permits.  Correspondence  concerning .  368,  370,  406,  605,  641,  655 

Traners  (or  Travers),  Henry.  See  Henry  Trailers  (or  Travers),  Vessel. 

Trenchard,  Stephen  D.  Mentioned .  373 

Trinity  River,  Texas.  Operations  in.  See  Hunter,  W.  W.,  correspondence,  etc. 
Truxillo,  Josephine.  See  Josephine  Truxillo,  Schooner. 

Tubal  Cain,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  162 

Tucker,  F.  M.  Relieved  of  command  of  C.  S.  S.  Gunnison .  848 

Tucker,  Richard.  Mentioned .  542 

Turner,  - .  Mentioned .  36 

Turner,  Edmund  P.  Mentioned..  129,169,649,683,684,829,831,842,843,852,855 
For  correspondence  as  assistant  adjutant-general,  see  Magruder,  J.  B. 

Turner,  I.  S.  Mentioned . , .  737 
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Turner,  Richard.  Mentioned .  543, 554 

Tuscaloosa,  C.  S.  rani.  Mentioned .  705 

Tuscumbia,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned  .  394,  442 

Twilight,  Schooner.  Mentioned . . . - .  816 

291.  See  Barrataria,  U.  S.  S. 

296,  Confederate  ram.  Mentioned .  588 

Tyson,  Herbert  B.  Mentioned .  '65 

TJltfers,  Herman  A.  Mentioned .  185 

Ullmann,  Daniel.  Mentioned . - .  98, 102,  790 

Uncle  Ben,  C.  S.  S. 

Operations  in  Sabine  Pass,  Tex  .  553,  556,  557,  559 

Mentioned .  128,  830,  842,  845 

Union,  Schooner.  Mentioned . , .  406,657 

Union,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  182,707 

Union,  U.  S.  Army  tugboat.  Mentioned .  648 

Union,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . - .  171,700,782,790 

Union  Troops.  Miscellaneous — Corps  d’Afrique — Regiments:  1st,  681;  4th,  717. 

Upton.  Cited . - .  398 

Upton,  Daniel  P. 

Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Farragut . . .  428 

Mentioned .  79,  80, 134, 135, 153,  238,  251,  264,  282,  295,  397,  400,  404 

Report  of  operations  in  Mississippi  River .  366 

Vanderbilt,  U.  S.  8.  Search  for  C.  S.  steamers  Alabama  and  Florida .  96,97 

Vargan,  William.  Mentioned .  543 

Varuna,  U.  S.  S.  Communications  from  H.  Id.  Bell  regarding  raising  of..  613,614 

Vaughn,  John  C.  Mentioned . 815 

Velasco,  Tex. 

Captures  made  off .  734 

Firing  upon  battery  at,  by  Federal  gunboat,  December  29,  1863.  Report 

of  P.  N.  Luckett . .  859 

Operations  at.  Report  of  Leon  Smith . ’. .  837 

Venice,  Schooner.  Mentioned . . . 675,676 

Vermont  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry— Regiments:  7th,  642. 

Vernon,  John  A.  Mentioned .  854 

Vetterline,  William.  Mentioned . . .  163 

Vicars,  John.  Mentioned .  Ill 

Vicksburg,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  36,39,47,86,735,764,765 

Vicksburg,  Miss. 

Defense  of. 

Order  of  J.  C.  Pemberton .  814 

Reports  of  C.  L.  Stevenson .  85,  86 

Operations  against. 

Communications  from 

Farragut,  D.  G . 304 

Grant,  U.  S .  8,  9 

Report  of  D.  G.  Farragut .  222 

See  also  Abstracts  logs,  pp.  763-804;  Burt  Hudson,  La.,  operations  above, 

March  15  to  May  6,  1863;  Warrenton,  Miss.;  Yazoo  River,  Miss. 
Passage  of,  by  U.  S.  rams  Lancaster  and  Switzerland,  and  sinking  of  ram 
Lancaster,  March  25,  1863.  See  Lancaster,  U.  S.  ram. ;  also 
Switzerland,  U.  S.  ram. 

Proposed  operations  against. 

Communications  from  D.  G.  Farragut .  189 

Reports  of  N.  P.  Banks . . .  185, 186 
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Vicksburg',  Miss. — Continued.  Page. 

Surrender  of,  July  4,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Farragut,  D.  G .  253,386 

Palmer,  James  S .  253,  255 

Porter,  D.  DJ .  260 

Report  of  D.  G.  Farragut .  340 

Victoria,  Sloop.  Destruction  of .  285,  287.  758 

Vila,  - .  See  Matamoras,  Mexico,  Lieutenant- Clover  nor  of. 

Vincennes,  U.  S.  ship. 

Captures  made  by .  399 

Mentioned .  13 1 , 158, 166, 282,  370, 387,  405, 

406,  411,  423,  435,  436,  438,  599,  603,  610,  635,  636,  658,  690,  697,  732,  734,  738 

Vincent,  Frank.  Mentioned .  83 

Vincent,  William  G.  Mentioned .  64,66 

Virginia,  Confederate  vessel.  Mentioned .  190 

Virginia,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  611,  658-664,  692,  693 

Expedition  to  the  Rio  Grande,  October  27  to  November  3,  1863  .  643-650 

Mentioned .  469,  475,  510,  604,  639,  654,  669,  694,  698,  701,  702,  706,  710,  713 

Orders  for  movements .  373,  601,  602 

Volante,  British  brig.  Seizure  of .  648,658-664,692,693 

Vowinkle,  Charles.  Mentioned . 468 

Vulgart,  Adam.  Mentioned .  778 

Wachusett,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  97 

Wade,  Henry  C.  Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Gertrude .  670 

Wade,  Henry  F.,  jr.  Correspondence  with  T.  A.  Faries . . .  363,381 

Wade,  Thomas  F. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell . 93,95 

Mentioned .  103,282,753,755 

Wade,  William.  Mentioned .  87,90,806 

Wadesboro  Landing,  La.  See  Ponchatoula  River.  v 

Wagner,  Charles  G.  Mentioned .  838 

Walke,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P .  174 

Ellet,  Alfred  W .  13, 16 

Farragut,  D.  G .  10 

Palmer,  James  S .  208,  217,  249,  365 

Mentioned .  12, 15,  51-53,  203,  204,  240,  241,  254 

Reports  of. 

Lafayette,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  238 

Mississippi  Marine  Brigade,  conflict  of  authority  regarding  services 

of  vessels  of .  13 

Mississippi  River.  Operations  in .  250 

Red  River. 

Blockade  of .  228 

Operations  in .  202 

Simmesport,  La.  Engagement  at,  June  3,  1863  .  220 

Vicksburg,  Miss.  Passage  of,  by  U.  S.  rams  Lancaster  and  Switzer¬ 
land,  and  sinking  of  ram  Lancaster,  March  25, 1863 .  18 

Walker,  Duncan  S.  Mentioned .  341 

Walker,  George  W.  Mentioned .  690 

Walker,  Tipton.  Mentioned .  312 
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Walker,  William  M.  Page' 

Mentioned .  398, 59 1 , 598 

Report  of  blockade  of  Sabine  Pass,  Texas .  373 

Wallach,  Cuthbert  P.  Mentioned .  105 

Waller,  Edward.  Mentioned .  110-112 

Walshe,  B.  T.  Report  of  burning  of  vessels  in  Bayous  Lacomb  and  Bon- 

fouca,  La . . . .  355,  856 

Walters,  Henry.  Mentioned .  463 

Waples,  Rufus.  See  New  Orleans,  La.,  U.  S.  district  attorney  at. 

War  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  807 

State  Department,  C.  S .  848 

War  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P .  263 

Brown,  J.  J .  ^35 

Ellet,  Alfred  W .  29,  50-52 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . . .  98,102,155,403 

State  Department,  U.  S .  303 

Ward,  G.  T.  See  G.  T.  1  Yard,  Brig. 

Ward,  William  J.  Mentioned .  293,759 

Ware,  James  A.  Mentioned .  152 

Warley,  Alexander  F.  Mentioned .  143,805 

Warrelman,  Walter.  Mentioned .  598 

Warrenton,  Miss.  Operations  against. 

Communications  from 

Ellet,  A.  W .  17 

Farragut,  D.  G .  7, 12, 16,  25 

Grant,  U.  S .  15, 18,  26 

Reports  of 

Farragut,  D.  G .  34 

Gabaudan,  E.  C . . . .  35 

Stevenson,  C.  L .  806 

See  also  Abstracts  logs,  pp.  763-804. 

Warrior,  Cofederate  steamer.  Capture  of,  August  16,  1863. .  463,464,494 

Warrior,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned . .  681,682 

Washburn,  Cadwallader  C. 

Mentioned .  685,  725,  733,  736,  742 

Reports  of. 

Matagorda  Bay,  Tex.  Joint  operations  in,  December  29  to  31,  1863..  746 

Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.  Joint  operations  at . 697 

Washburn,  Charles  P.  Mentioned .  82 

Washburn,  Henry  D.  Mentioned . . . % .  681 

Washington,  George.  See  George  Washington,  Steamer. 

Washington,  Hamilton.  Mentioned .  811,812,816,822 

Watkins,  Oscar  M.  Mentioned .  408,762,843 

Watson,  Mr.  Mentioned .  843 

Watson,  John  Crittenden. 

Appointed  flag  lieutenant  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  406,  610 

Mentioned .  763,  768,  769,  772,  774 

Watters,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  PL  H .  461 

Farragut,  D.  G .  302,324 

Mentioned .  239,  252,  282,  312,  325,  329,  331,  339,  346-348,  360, 467 

Wave,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  22,  1863  .  475 
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Wave,  Dashing.  See  Dashing  Wave,  British  brig.  Page. 

Wave  Queen,  British  steamer.  Mentioned . . .  728 

Waverill,  Charles.  Mentioned . . .  353 

Weaver,  Aaron  W. 

Correspondence  with  H.  Id.  Bell .  461 

Mentioned . . .  239,  282,  305,  325,  346,  347,  356,  468 

Report  of  attack  on  Plaquemine,  La.,  June  18,  1863 . .  304 

Weaver,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  22 

Webb,  - .  Mentioned .  349 

Webb,*  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  9, 11, 12,  29,  44,  72, 108, 135, 139,  255,  294,  295,  786 

Webster,  James.  Mentioned . . . .  477,725 

Weeks,  Benjamin  S.  Mentioned . . . . .  547,548 

Webster,  Vessel.  Mentioned . . .  457 

Weitzel,  Godfrey. 

Correspondence  with 

Farragut,  D.  G . —  217,218 

Sherman,  Thomas  W . . . . .  96,  531 

Mentioned .  42, 43, 

108,  111,  121, 134, 188,  209,  211,  215,  216,  220,  232,  342,  356,  365,  409,  516, 
520,  521,  523-529,  532,  533,  538,  544-546,  551,  552,  787,  795,  797,  800,  801 

Reports  of. 

Diana,  U.  S.  S.  Capture  of,  March  28,  1863  .  109 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.  Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-8,  1863 .  531 

Weld,  William  W.  Mentioned . .  548 

Welles,  Gideon.  See  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  U.  S. ;  also  Navy  Department,  U.  S. 

Wells,  Charles  J.  S.  Mentioned . . .  279 

Wells,  Lyman.  • 

Correspondence  with  J.  R.  M.  Mullany .  462 

Mentioned . , .  283,413,454,761,763 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Betsey,  August  6,  1863  . . . .  455 

Welsh,  William.  Mentioned .  542 

Wenona,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  704,  712 

West,  Alexander  F.  Mentioned . - .  658 

Westfield,  TJ.  S.  S.  Mentioned . - .  138>  762 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Bed,  II.  H.  _  i 

Appointed  to  temporary  command  of .  422-427,  433,  441 

Relieves  D.  G.  Farragut  of  command .  433 

Captures  made  by . 99, 114-120, 128, 142, 144, 158-160, 161, 171, 175- 

177, 192-194, 197-199,  276-281,  285,  295-297,  303,  316,  366,  384,  388-390, 
397,  399,  406,  412,  441, 445-455,  461,  463,  464,  475,  477-480,  482,  486-489, 
526,  567-581, 584-586,  608,  611,  612,  614,  615,  632,  635,  641,  648,650,658- 
664,  674-676,  688-690,  692,  696,  698,  704,  707,  713-715,  734,  752,  753,  828 

Condition  and  needs  of . . 1°0, 165, 170, 179,  202, 

272,  284,  319,  320,  399,  428,  456,  465,  467,  510,  612,  699,  706,  711,  717,  723 
See  also  New  Orleans,  La.  Affairs  at. 

9£9 

Disposition  of  vessels . 

Emmons,  George  F.,  appointed  to  temporary  command  of .  426 

Franklin,  S. 

General  affairs  - 

Prizes  captured  by,  to  be  adjudicated  at  New  Orleans .  319 

Sanitary  condition  of.  See  Yellow  fever.  Outbreak  of.  ^  _ 

Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in .  171>  17“>  20°’ 

373,  402,  434,  484,  502,  564, 595,  621,  634,  640,  654,  664,  666,  676,  695,  726 


S.  R.,  appointed  fleet  captain  of . - .  608 

ffairs  of .  104, 130, 135, 157,  405,  423-427,  468,  636,  692,  700 


*  Same  as  C.  S.  S.  William  H.  Webb. 
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West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron — Continued.  Page. 

Watson,  John  C.,  appointed  flag  lieutenant  of .  406,  610 

West  Louisiana.  Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Banks,  N.  P .  63,  73 

Farragut,  D.  (1 . - .  70-73 

Report  of  N.  P.  Banks .  65,69 

Weston,  Henry,  jr. 

Mentioned .  108 

Report  of  capture  of  U.  S,  S.  Diana,  March  28,  1863  .  110-112 

Wetmore,  R.  H.  Mentioned .  381 

Wharton,  Arthur  Dickson.  Mentioned .  831,841 

Wheaton,  William.  Mentioned .  543 

Wheeler,  John  B.  Mentioned .  357 

White,  David.  Mentioned . - .  648 

White,  J.  M.  Mentioned .  91,92 

White,  James  L. 

Mentioned . - . .  857,  859 

Report  of  ammunition  required  at  Mobile,  Ala . 836 

White,  Robert.  Mentioned .  468 

Whitehead,  Ira  C.  Mentioned .  137 

Whiteman,  George  W.  Mentioned .  543 

White  Sea,  British  bark.  Mentioned .  639 

Wiggin,  George. 

Appointed  to  command 

Estrella,  D.  S.  S .  385 

Tennessee,  U.  S.  S . .* .  508 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  IT.  H .  592,606 

Farragut,  D.  G .  250,379 

Mentioned .  262,  282,  379,  380,  381,  385,  404,  428,  508 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Estrella  and  appointed  to  command 

U.  S.  S.  Tennessee .  428,435 

Wilhery,  George.  Mentioned .  452 

Wilder,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  677 

Wilkes,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Farragut .  96 

Mentioned .  157, 190 

Wilkinson,  John.  Mentioned .  840 

William,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  July  1,  1862  .  373 

William  Bagley,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  July  17,  1863 . . .  397,  398 

Mentioned . .  645,  647,  648 

William  G.  Anderson,  U.  S.  bark. 

Capture  of  boat’s  crew  from,  May  3,  1863.  See  Si.  Joseph’s  Island,  Tex. 

Captures  made  by .  142, 143, 158,  482,  486-489 

Hill,  F.  S.,  relieved  of  command  of .  637 

Johnstone,  John  A.,  appointed  to  command .  696 

Mentioned .  100, 114, 

120, 159, 164-168,  274,  282,  297,  321 , 407,  427,  431,  470,  472,  501,  505- 
507, 511,  512,  517, 548, 552,  563, 592-594,  598,  693,  710,  740,  742,  762 

Operations. 

Off  Pass  Cavallo,  Tex .  156 

Off  Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico . ' .  482,483 

Orders  for  movements . .  143, 161, 174,  320, 421, 471 
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William  H.  Webb.  See  Webb,  C.  S.  8. 

Williams,  — - -.  Mentioned . 

Williams,  Calvin.  Mentioned . 

Williams,  Charles.  Mentioned . 

Williams,  John.  Mentioned . 

Williams,  John,  3d.  Mentioned . 

Williams,  Thomas.  Mentioned . 

Williamson,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned . 

Willson,  T.  Friend.  Correspondence  with 

Brand,  Frederick  B . . . . 

De  Gournay,  Paul  F . 

Miles,  William  R . 

Wilson,  - .  Mentioned . 

Wilson,  Provost-Marshal.  Mentioned . 

Wilson,  Henry.  Mentioned . . . 

Wilson.  Thomas.  Mentioned . 

Wilson,  William.  Mentioned . 

Wilson,  William  J.  Mentioned . 

Winchester,  Madam.  Mentioned . 

Winchester,  B.  Felix.  Mentioned . 

Winchester,  J.  Richard.  Mentioned . 

Winchester,  John  F.  Mentioned . 

Winona,  U.  S.  S. 


Page. 

.  750 

.  543 

.  714 

543,  554 
246,  258 
8 

.  518 


. .  270 

. .  268,271 

. .  265-271 

. .  381 

.  656 

.  58,60,105,136 

.  442 

.  543 

. .  163 

...  263,333,358-361 
363,  364,  381,  818-820 
...  818,819,849,850 
.  486,693,702 


Mentioned .  98,  240,  282, 

309,  367,  378,  397,  400,  405,  408,  426,  462,  467,  468,  774,  782,  785,  787-790 

Operations  at  Donaldsonville  and  Plaquemine,  La .  304-306, 

325,  327,  329,  337,  341,  347-349,  351-356,  358,  360 


Orders  for  movements . 

Winter,  Mr.  Mentioned . 

Wisdon,  William.  Mentioned . 

Wise,  Henry  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H . 

Farragut,  D.  G . 

Pennock,  A.  M . . 

Starrett,  Adrian  C . 

Opinion  of,  regarding  ships  of  war . 

Witham,  Charles  H.  Mentioned  . 

Withers,  John. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter . 

Mentioned . 

Wiverdish,  N.  Mentioned . 

Wood,  Maria  A.  See  Maria  A.  Wood,  V.  8.  schooner. 

Woods,  Charles  R.  Mentioned . 

Woods,  David  C.  Mentioned . 

Woods,  Peter  C.  Mentioned . 

Woodward,  T.  D.  Mentioned . 

Woodworth,  Selim  E.  Mentioned . 

Woolsey,  B.  L.  Mentioned . 

Woolsey,  Melancthon  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H . 

Bullen,  J.  D . 

Emmons,  George  F . 

Farragut.  D.  G . 


392,  461 
.  579 

.  598 


..  472 

. .  403 

..  242 

..  628 
..  300 

..  305 

..  813 

814 
734 

18,  24,  26 
..  282 
. .  853 

..  854 

. .  825 

. .  453 


.  466 

.  330 

344, 419 
.  312 
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Woolsey,  Melancthon  B. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  British  acting  consul  at .  477, 478 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  U.  8.  consul  at .  444,445,454,458-458,460,477 

Miller,  F.  A .  448 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M .  501 

Oliver,  H.  Kemble .  332 

Rio  Grande,  Captain  of  the  port,  Mouth  of... .  474 

Tamaulipas,  Mexico,  Governor  of .  444, 473 

Mentioned .  253,325,337,338,346,347,353-355, 

395,  410,  413,  418,  447,  452-455,  457,  460,  465,  483,  497,  500,  505,  567,  589 

Reports  of. 

Atlantic,  Hermaphrodite  brig. 

Recapture  of,  August  23,  1863 . •_ .  448 

Seizure  of,  August  10,  1863 . 445—448 

Donaldsonville,  La.  Naval  operations  in  defense  of .  326,  329 

Flying  Scud,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  August  12,  1863  _  452 

Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of _  466,  467,  510,  563 

Wright,  Enoch  T.  Mentioned .  150-152 

Wright,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  2t0 

Wright,  Moses  H.  Mentioned . 838 

Wright,  William  F.  Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Bienville .  499 

Yacht,  Royal.  See  Royal  Yacht,  Confederate  schooner. 

Yancey,  Stephen  D.  Correspondence  with  British  consular  officer  at  Gal¬ 
veston,  Tex . 844 

Yard,  Edward  M.  Finding,  court-martial  of  F.  S.  Hill . .  489 

Yazoo  City,  Miss.  Joint  attack  on.  Communications  from  I).  I).  Porter  ..  393 

Yazoo  River,  Mississippi.  Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Grant,  U.  S . 7-9,18 

Porter,  David  D . . .  37 

Report  of  Isaac  N.  Brown . . .  826 

Y ellow  fever.  Outbreak  of .  273,  275, 504,  505,  509,  581-583,  592,  600, 

601,  603,  609,  616,  617,  628,  631,  635-638,  650-652,  665,  671,  674,  692,  708 

Young,  Jonathan.  Mentioned .  161,277,282 

Yturria,  Santiago.  Mentioned . 664 

Zacharie,  H.  H.  Mentioned .  810 

Zacharie,  J.  W.  Mentioned .  289 

Zantzinger,  J ohn  P.  Mentioned . . . . .  653 

Zephyr,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  332, 348, 354, 359, 400,  647,  648 

Zerega,  Alfred  L.  B. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell .  677 

Mentioned .  686 

Relieved  of  command  of  F.  S.  S.  Jasmine  and  appointed  to  command 

U.  S.  S.  Antona .  670 

Reports  of. 

Exchange,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  December  24,  1863  .  734 

Mary  Ann,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  November  26,  1863 .  698 

Zerman,  Westling.  Mentioned .  280 

Zimmerman,  George.  Mentioned .  22 

Ziini,  Paul.  See  Matamoras,  Mexico,  British  consular  officers  at. 


o 


Date  Due 
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